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By Geoff  Cantrell
Western Carolina University

Autumn leaves and the natu-
ral beauty of  fall colors across 

Western North Carolina are a 
seasonal sensation that draw thou-
sands of  visitors and locals alike 
- and prompts an annual prognos-

tication by Western Carolina Uni-
versity biology professor Beverly 
Collins.

Trees along the property of the First Presbyterian Church ablazed on S. 5th Street.       – Photo by Kim Lewicki

It’s starting to look a lot like ... Fall!

As of  5 p.m., Friday, Oct. 2, 
Executive Order 169 went into ef-
fect which moved North Carolina 
into Phase 3 of  COVID restric-
tions through Friday, Oct. 23.

The new order issued by NC 
Gov. Roy Cooper included chang-
es and safety precautions for large 
outdoor and some indoor venues.

“North Carolina will ease 
some restrictions while continu-
ing safety measures to combat 
the spread of  COVID-19 as the 
state’s metrics remained stable in 
September,” said Gov. Cooper. 
“Our top priority remains getting 
children back to in-person learn-
ing,” said Gov. Cooper. “This 
month marks a major shift for 
many families now and in the 
coming months as schools open 
their doors, some for the first time 
since the pandemic. The virus 
continues to spread, so we must 
take the next steps methodically, 

Governor eases 
restrictions for indoor 
and outdoor venues

What it means for Highlands
and responsibly.”

Its new provisions include: 
• Large outdoor venues with 

seating greater than 10,000 may 
operate with 7% occupancy for 
spectators. 

• Smaller outdoor enter-
tainment venues, like arenas or 
amphitheaters, may operate out-
doors at 30% of  outdoor capaci-
ty, or 100 guests, whichever is less. 

• Movie theaters and confer-
ence centers may open indoor 
spaces to 30% of  capacity, or 100 
guests, whichever is less.

PAC Director Mary Adair 
Trumbly said since the Perform-
ing Arts Center isn’t a “confer-
ence” center she has been told 
she can only allow 25 patrons in-
side at one time. 

“But I will take 25!” she said.
Clif  Gottwals on The Play-

house board said though movie 

Last Thursday the town’s 
committee met with Hospital 
Corporation of  America’s repre-
sentatives to continue discussing 

HC Hospital’s request for water 
and sewer for its proposed work-
force housing complex on hospital 
property.

On the town’s ad hoc com-
mittee was Commissioners John 
Dotson and Amy Patterson. After 

Committe meets to hash out water/
sewer agreement with Hospital
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In recent months there have 
been confrontations across 
the nation between police 

and citizens that bring into 
question how law enforcement 
officers should react in certain 
critical situations. It’s a compli-
cated issue.

I support our Highlands 
Police Department and other 
area law enforcement agencies. 
But I do not blindly support 
unjustifiable police actions. We 
must strive for continuous im-
provement in government, including law 
enforcement agencies. Even in the recent 
turmoil I hold to the hope that communi-
ties can improve policing across the nation, 
thereby building trust and support.

The North Carolina Legislature is 
looking at ways to improve law enforce-
ment. As a mayor, and I suspect most elect-
ed officials would agree that the solution 
is not to simply defund the police. I cer-
tainly do not want to see that happening in 
our Highlands Police Department. On the 
other hand, reallocation of  resources and 
redirecting law enforcement programs may 
certainly be in order.

As a former magistrate, I 
was very aware that law enforce-
ment officers are expected to 
deal with and solve problems 
that were not a part of  their 
enforcement mission and train-
ing. We need more community 
mental health resources, drug 
addiction programs and social 
support services that redress 
problems that law enforcement 
officers address daily and on a 
repeat basis. For example, it is 
more cost effective to provide 

treatment for a person addicted to drugs 
than to incarcerate that person in a state 
penitentiary. Almost all the folks I encoun-
tered as a magistrate were basically good 
people that were dealing with dysfunctional 
life problems. They needed help rather than 
criminalization.

State legislative committees are now ad-
dressing these law enforcement issues. At 
the next session, recommendations will be 
presented for legislative action. Below are 
several areas where lawmakers believe im-
provements can be made.

First, there will be a focus on training. 
Being an effective policeman in today’s envi-
ronment is complex and requires a high level 
of  training. Our own police department has 
highly trained officers, many with criminal 
justice degrees, but their training never stops. 
Our new chief  is already revising training to 
address these national concerns. I hope we 
have a statewide initiative to fund and sup-
port even better training.

Second, legislators are looking at the is-
sue of  mental health services for policemen. 
Police officers are under constant stress, in 
some instances it is tantamount to military 
battle fatigue.

Third, there is the issue of  law enforce-
ment agency accreditation. Schools, medical 
facilities and fire departments have accredi-
tation requirements, and many folks believe 
law enforcement agencies should, too.

Other issues being examined are the 
use-of-force policies, and a statewide data 
base for decertified officers and officers who 
have a history of  disciplinary actions.

The statewide policy of  the release of  
police camera footage is also being reviewed. 

On changing and uplifting policing
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 
entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p - 7 days
Dinner: 5:30p- until

6 days

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wed. for dinner)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a 

German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.
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New Owner/ New Hours
Same Great BBQ! 

OPEN
MON-SAT 11a - 8p; SUN. I 1a - 7p

CLOSED TUESDAYS

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC g·. 
828.526.3554 · · � � .www.highlandssmokehouse.com � � 
Facebook & lnstagram , r. , · 
Peace from the Pit ® · , , · 



Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory• 
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Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 

 llr111r1ous & ntt1t1°1 $ 

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-4pm
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Full Lunch Menu 
Stocked Deli Case 
Heat & Eat Dinners 

Catering

Fresser
s

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and 

an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian 

Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak 
Shrimp Hoagie • Susan’s Rueben •Italian Sausage 
Chicken Wings •Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings 

Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and 
more!

Open for Lunch
Sun., Mon., Thurs. - Sat.

11a to 3p
Open for Dinner

Thurs-Saturday
5p to 10p

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup!
828-200-0388

At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Join Us for TUESDAY Boozeday!
OCTOBER 9-10 

WEEKEND SPECIAL 
Kitty's Chicken Chowder 

Garlic Bread Sticks 
Brownies 
$16.95 

Dinner for two! Heat and enjoy! 
Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

Reservations Required
Call 828-526-5500 or email 

Michael@thebridgeatmillcreek.com

The Manhattan Project 
Tuesday, Oct. 13

3-4p.m.| $45++ per person
Includes Tasters & Accoutrements

Learn the secrets of whiskey’s favorite vehicle ... 
Taste Rye v. Bourbon, make your own Manhattan 

in it’s classic incarnation 
and explore a few variations!

When all is said and done, you won’t even mind 
that Michael has no idea what is in bitters!
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Let’s Stay Home and Build A Fire! 
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com

Ready for Winter?

The Firewood Company

...FALL continued from page 1

(Pod, (PIIW6, (P� Spa, •• • • 
... 828-526-9581 ••• 

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5 

S:JtTuu-
3�Tuul 

15% off of ALL 
NutriSource and PureVita 

canned & bagged food through October. 
Posh Paws has a wide variety of toys and treats to suit 

every dog's preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip & 
joint, general wellness and dental health supplies. 

Please Join The Center for Life 
Enrichment for a Fall Cooking Event 

at the Log Cabin Restaurant 
If you enjoy eating delicious meals prepared by local chefs then 

you will not want to miss lunch at the Log Cabin Restaurant. 
This is sure to be a unique and delectable dining experience!! 

Date: Wednesday, October 14 
Time: 12:00-2:30 

Cost: $50/$60 
Limit 25 people 

Chef: Jason Cancilla 
Three Course Wild Game Menu with Wine Pairings 
Wild Game is from Broken Arrow Ranch in Texas 

Please call 526-8811 to register. 

“In short, for 2020 we can’t 
expect an extra bright, full-color 
display everywhere and there 
might be a less dramatic color 
peak, but a stretch of  sunny days 
and cold nights early- to mid-Oc-
tober could change that,” said Col-
lins, who combines her knowledge 
of  forest ecology with observa-

tions of  weather trends to assess 
the potential for vibrant leaf  col-
ors.

She explained the means be-
hind the methods of  her predic-
tion, while acknowledging that, as 
with any forecast, there are mar-
gins for variations. “As we know, 
local light and temperature condi-

tions vary widely in the mountains 
over elevation, slope exposure 
and vegetation type, and there 
certainly will be areas where col-
ors are brighter or arrive earlier or 
later,” Collins said. “Sites that typi-
cally ‘turn earlier’ are likely to do 
so again, and colors will progress 
down the mountain and north to 
south as they have done in the 
past.”

Collins said predicted weath-
er patterns can affect fall colors 
in two ways: First, fall colors may 
be subdued because there is little 
stress or cold temperatures to 
promote abundant yellow, orange 
and, especially, red pigments. Sec-
ond, the colors may be spread out 
or lag over the season and land-
scape.

“The warm, rainy summer 
caused little drought or ‘hot sunny 
day’ stress and promoted a lush, 
full, green leaf  canopy,” Collins 
said. “This is true even in some 
species we don’t want around. 
For example, kudzu seems to be 
overtaking road signs and cover-
ing trees at a faster clip than in 
years past. The long-term forecast 
for September and October is for 
warmer than average tempera-
tures and average precipitation 
through October; low tempera-
tures around Cullowhee are not 
predicted to reach the 30s until 
the last week of  October. This 
suggests our summer weather pat-
tern might hang around longer 
than normal.”

Collins explained that fall col-
ors are a mixture of  yellow, orange 
and red pigments that are revealed 
as photosynthesis and chloro-
phyll production wind down and 
ultimately stop when the weather 
turn colder. These pigments – es-
pecially the yellow and orange pig-
ments – play a role in photosyn-
thesis and help protect the plant 
from stresses; for example, when 
there is drought, when it’s bright 
and hot, or under high UV con-
ditions. The pigments are always 
there in the leaf  but may be rela-
tively less abundant when condi-
tions are wet and warm. The red 
pigments, called anthocyanins, are 
also produced more in fall when 
the weather turns cool.

Monarch butterflies feasting on flowers are a sure sign of fall.
– Photo by Kim Lewicki
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On November 10th the Supreme 
Court decides on whether the 
Affordable Care Act lives or dies. 
129 million Americans with    
pre-existing conditions will lose 
life-saving protection, and 
30 million will lose their health 
care entirely if ACA is repealed. 

\f ()•1•1: as if your
health depends on it. 

Sponsored by Helene and Ricky Siegel 
Not sponsored by any candidate or candidate's committee 

•obituaries• 
Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Jean Egler

Mrs. Dorothy (“Dot-
tie”) Jean Egler (née Foutch), 
92, of  Highlands, NC passed 
away on September 28, 2020 
at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital.

She will be dearly 
missed by her family and 
friends, and remembered for 
her warm and joyful spirit. 
Dottie was kind and gener-
ous, and she spent much of  her life devoted 
to charitable work for many organizations, 
including working as a church secretary and 
librarian, as well as becoming a hospice

volunteer in retirement, together with 
her husband, Gene. She was always curious 
and finding new discoveries, taking college 
courses as an adult and pursuing many hob-
bies, as well as traveling whenever she was 
able. She had a keen interest in history and 
genealogy, traveling to many small town hall 
archives in the days before the internet, in 
order to learn more about her family tree 
and connections to the larger world, as well 
as carefully chronicling the life of  her grow-
ing family.

Dottie was born in Saginaw, Michigan 
in 1928 to Jay Bowen Foutch and Florine 
Adele Kurz Foutch, and was sister to Mar-
garet, Wayne, Wendel, and Gary. Dottie at-
tended the University of  Michigan before 
going on to become an airline stewardess 
and meeting her future husband on a busi-
ness flight. She wed Gene Egler, originally 
from Tipton, Indiana, in 1952. They were 
married for forty-four years until Gene’s 
death in 1996. Dottie was the loving moth-

er of  their children Mark, 
Terry, Brian, and Lesley, as 
well as proud grandmother 
of  Audrey, Hadleigh, Julia, 
Celia, and Chloe. In the early 
years of  their marriage, Dot-
tie and Gene traveled to and 
lived in many different coun-
tries abroad, including Nor-
way and England, as well as 
living in nine different states 

in the U.S.A., including Alaska and Mary-
land. Dottie helped to turn twenty-four dif-
ferent households into homes for the Egler 
family during their marriage, before finally 
settling down in North Carolina, where 
Dottie lived for the last thirty-three years, 
in Statesville, Winston Salem, Cary, and in 
Highlands, where she most recently attend-
ed Highlands United Methodist Church.

Dottie’s family would like to thank the 
dedicated and caring staff  at Chestnut Hill 
of  Highlands, where she spent many happy 
years, as well as the Four Seasons hospice 
team and hospital staff  at Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital, who made her final days 
comfortable and peaceful.

A memorial service will be planned for 
next spring in celebration of  her life. In lieu 
of  flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to http://www.cartfund.org/cart/
donations/.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is hon-
ored to serve Mrs. Egler’s family.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com under 
the Obituaries section.

Herbert Lawrence Munger
Herbert Lawrence 

Munger, 76, of  Highlands 
passed away Sunday, Septem-
ber 27, 2020.

Born and raised in Ma-
con County, he was the son 
of  the late Robert Warren 
Munger Sr. and Dora Lucille 
Lowe Munger. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his wife, Carolyn 
Janie Keener Munger and his 
siblings, Joyce Rogers, Sher-
man Munger and Bobby 
Munger. Lawrence enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and being outdoors. In his 
younger years he also enjoyed a good round 

of  golf. Lawrence worked 
for the US Forest Service 
before his retirement.

He is survived by his 
children, Jeffrey Lawrence 
Munger and wife Carla of  
Indiana and Pamela Peck of  
Highlands, NC; Half  sib-
lings Michael Timothy Crane 
of  Franklin, Warren An-
thony Munger, James David 
Munger, Dale Allen Munger 
and Christopher Matthew 
Munger, all of  Lexington, 
NC, Billie Juanita McDaniels 

of  Southpoint, NC, Margaret Irene Rish 
and Frankie Michelle Rogers of  Franklin; 

two grandchildren, two step-grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren and his be-
loved dogs Hank and Boomer.

Graveside Services will be held Friday, 
October 2, 2020, 2 pm at Highlands Memo-
rial Park with the Rev Gary McCall and Rev 
Oliver Rice officiating.

Pallbearers will be Kelly Munger, Roger 
Talley, Matthew Barnes, Casey Barnes, Mar-

shall Buck and James Rish.
In lieu of  flowers, memorial dona-

tions may be made to Appalachian Animal 
Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC 28744.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the 
arrangements.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.maconfuneralhome.com
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...AGREEMENT continued from page 1

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Main Street Payments, LLC 
Jerry Moore 
828-482-2032 

PO Box 1516, Highlands, NC 28741 
jerrymoore@mainstreetpayments.org

www.mainstreetpayments.org

Don’t like your credit card 
fees? Keep processor but 

reduce your fees!

“I am passionate about helping small 
businesses save money. – Jerry Moore

Over $300,000 in savings to our clients.
Merchant Type Monthly Savings
Clothing Retailer.............................$600
Truck & Trailer Accessories..........$4,000
Pizza & Sub Restaurant..................$575
Automotive Repair Business.........$1,000
Dental Office...................................$850
Hotel.................................................$350

talking for an hour and a half, no decision 
was uttered; commissioners will make a re-
port at the Oct. 17 Town Board meeting. 

Representing HCA in person was 
Chairman of  the hospital board Jimmy 
Maurin, a commercial real estate developer 
from New Orleans and hospital CEO/
CNO Tom Neal. 

The meeting began with Neal reiterat-
ing what he said when he approached the 
Town Board in September – that every 
business in town recognizes the need for af-
fordable housing while also recognizing the 
town’s concerns based on the history with 
the Chestnut Hill Retirement Community.

When Chestnut Hill was part of  the 
hospital, it offered individual residences and 
assisted living apartments; the idea being, 
that people could segue into the Eckerd Liv-
ing Center which is a skilled nursing facility 
when needed.

Since it was part of  the hospital tract 
and basically an arm of  the hospital, Chest-
nut Hill got water and sewer, too.

Then in the early 2000s, the hospital 
needed money, so the Chestnut Hill com-
plex was carved out and sold.

The result, of  course, was that a private 
entity is now hooked up to the town’s water 
and sewer.

“We understand the town doesn’t want 
that to happen again,” said Neal.

Commissioner Patterson said she was 
concerned with HCA’s long-term plans.

“The entire concern is that we only 
have you under contract for 8 ½ more years 
according to HCA and what the NC Attor-
ney General said. So, you may or may not 
be here. We feel like you would be building 
an HCA asset that we wouldn’t take the wa-
ter and sewer away from, but at the same 
time, we would be elevating HCA’s baseline 
asset.”

Neal felt and Maurin agreed that the 
town’s utility contract with the hospital 
could be amended to protect the town and 
release it from a long-term water/sewer 
commitment should HCA leave. 

“As far we are concerned, there will be 
an assurance that the water/sewer would be 
used for healthcare workforce housing. We 
thought the best way to do that is to execute 
a ground lease with whoever develops it – a 
nonprofit is what we are looking at and we 
have been in talks with the Dogwood Trust 
Foundation – because there are a lot of  gov-
ernment grants out there if  you partner with 
a nonprofit, so it opens a lot more avenues 
for us to build housing,” he said. “What we 
don’t want is a partner to come in and try to 

make a 20%-25% profit off  of  this, which 
would turn affordable housing into a prof-
itable venture, which means it may not be 
‘affordable,’ so a nonprofit fits better with 
our interests.”

Neal said they are thinking of  a 50-
year lease with 5-year increments with cov-
enant restrictions limiting the use of  that 
land and any structures built on that land 
for healthcare workers.

“Part two of  the plan is for the town 
to amend the lease with the hospital re-
garding the water and sewer access to say it 
would be restricted use to healthcare work-
ers. In that way, if  it was ever sold, that 
would be part of  that transaction and it 
would be up to the new buyer to figure out 
how they would provide water and sewer 
… if  the property didn’t continue to be for 
healthcare workers.”

Neal went on to reiterate that over the 
last two years HCA has invested millions at 
the HC Hospital in capital improvements. 

“If  HCA didn’t plan to stay, why 
would they invest in HC Hospital like 
that?” he asked.

He said the plan is to bring back sur-
gery, offer new services and to fill out the 
Eckerd Living Center but to do that he 
needs to entice healthcare workers to live 
and work in Highlands which isn’t current-
ly possible due the high cost of  housing.

He said the hospital has been losing 
workers to other Mission hospitals because 
they are closer to where his workers live – 
Angel in Franklin, for instance.

“This is a combination of  investing in 
the people who are already here and cre-
ating a solution so that people from the 
surrounding areas have the ability to come 
here to work and live,” he said. “Workforce 
housing would also enable us to bring in 
extra doctors and nurses during the season 
when more are needed than the rest of  the 
year.”

Commissioner Dotson said he was 
there to be convinced one way or the other.

“What do you think is the availability 
of  a medical workforce within Jackson, 
Macon and western Transylvania counties 
– or are you going to have to bring them in 
from Omaha?”

Neal said he isn’t talking about huge 
numbers but a 25-mile or more commute 
is too much for many with families.

Commissioner Patterson said the 
need, or the hospital’s perceived need is 
clear.

“It’s the logistics of  how it will work,” 
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• See AGREEMENT page 10

• See EVENTS page 13
Highlands Aerial ParkHighlands Aerial Park  

Open DailyOpen Daily
with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

(828) 382-8884 
9625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC

 Fabulous Fall Finds for
Home & Body

We are very excited to announce that Jamaica Inn was recently 
recognized in the prestigious Travel & Leisure’s 2020 World’s Best 
Awards as one of the Caribbean’s top 25 Resort Hotels listed #3 in 
the Caribbean, Bahamas and Bermuda and top 100 Best Hotels in 

the world listed #33 in the world. 
This is our 10th consecutive appearance on the Travel & Leisure 
Survey’s list and the second time to be ranked #3 with an overall 

score of 96.83 in the Caribbean since 2011.

Travel & Leisure names 
Jamaica Inn #3 in the Caribbean, 

Bahamas and Bermuda

Jamaicainn.com

Call us. We look forward to welcoming you.
855-998-6372

Jamaica Inn • Main Street • Ocho Rios, Jamaica

she said. “Lots of  folks would like to have 
workforce housing and would build their 
own if  they had a resource like water and 
sewer. So why you and not anybody else?”

For Neal it is simple.
“Having access to healthcare is para-

mount and without healthcare workers 
you don’t have that. Essential workers are 
a group of  people who are essential for the 
well-being and future of  the community. 
Without access to healthcare, the commu-
nity will not flourish and grow,” he said.

Maurin and Neal said they believe the 
property in question, which runs alongside 
the entrance to the hospital, was originally 
planned to be for this sort of  use. 

“There was an intent to support the 
hospital,” said Maurin. “We are asking the 
town of  Highlands to honor the original 
commitment that was made back 20 years 
ago. The infrastructure is there and it’s in 
place. The volume of  water that was antici-
pated for this campus is there and we are 
using just a fraction of  that.”

Commissioner Patterson said the vol-
ume of  70,000 gallons a day was based on 
the hospital’s fire suppression needs.

“You don’t use that every day but in 

one day you might use every bit of  it. And 
that’s where that number came from. It has 
nothing to do with you using 70,000 gallons 
a day. It was strictly for fire suppression,” 
she said.

Neal said the plan is simple: to build 
workforce housing exclusively for and 
priced for health care workers, but regard-
less of  what the town decides, he will figure 
out another way to bring in additional staff  
and expand services.

“We are committed to that; this would 
just make it a lot easier for us,” he said. “It’s 
important to remember that HCA owns 
the hospital so the strongest hospital in the 
country owns your hospital up here and it is 
committed to long-term quality healthcare.”

Neal said he understands the town 
doesn’t want to get burned again but said 
the town’s attorney could draft a failsafe 
agreement.

“Basically, If  HCA sells, the town has 
the ability to cut off  the utilities because if  
not for healthcare workers, the agreement 
would be null and void,” he said.

Citizen Steve Mehder suggested the 
town could take over the housing complex 

...AGREEMENT continued from page 8
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

 The Salon at Old Edwards, 16 Church Street, Highlands

limited appointments | call 828-526-9887 

with Level 3 Curly Girl 
Master Judi Lyons Picard 

Fall for Your 

curls
cut, style and
training session

one day only
Monday, October 12

TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514
www.TeresaSeay.com

488 Main Street Highlands, 
NC 28741

Today’s Real Estate Market is

a-MAZE-ing!
I can help you navigate it

...AGREEMENT continued from page 9
which would be a stop-gap option that 
would help everyone, but Commissioner 
Patterson said the town wasn’t interested in 
getting into the housing market.

“I don’t know if  there is verbiage that 
can be put into a lease of  a working relation-
ship that can’t be taken to the court system 
and reversed,” said Commissioner Dotson. 
“If  HCA walks away, whoever is coming in 
is going to have the monetary wherewithal 
to make life hard for the Town of  High-
lands for that water and sewer.”

He suggested HCA would be better 
served to just dig its own well and septic 
system without involving the town.

Maurin and Neal said HCA wants to 
put its resources into healthcare facilities 
not housing.

Commissioner Patterson said it boils 
down to the fact that workforce housing is 
an important asset to Highlands proper and 
the hospital is an important asset, she’s just 

not sure how much she trusts HCA. 
“Everyone has a staffing problem. We 

got burned because the hospital told us one 
thing and then didn’t stick to it. The hos-
pital hasn’t built up a lot of  trust with the 
citizens of  town. If  there is some way it can 
be for the essential healthcare workers and 
be assured that is what it is and it won’t be 
sold off  as a money making venture, I’m not 
necessarily against helping to make sure this 
hospital be sustained.” 

Maurin said utility service agreements 
are very common now because it protects 
both parties.

“It protects the owner’s property en-
suring that the town is committed to pro-
tecting that property. It’s a two-way commit-
ment,” he said.

The Town Board will consider the re-
quest at the October 15 Town Board meet-
ing.

– Kim Lewicki

At its September 29th virtual meeting, the Rotary Club of  Highlands had as it guest 
speaker, Lori Lacy, co-owner of  Appalachian Growers. Her company, started in 2017, is 
one of  an increasing number of  nation-wide producers of  products made from CBD (can-
nabidiol) oil. Appalachian’s 10-acre hemp farm is located in Franklin. The harvested crop 
is processed in Boone, NC, and the extract is then returned and packaged in various forms 
and strengths by Appalachian, and sold through its web site and several local third party re-
tail outlets.  While, except for FDA-certified labeling, the non-prescriptive, non-intoxicating 
products are largely unregulated at this time, buyers have reported success in the treatment 
of  a variety of  ailments, including sleep disorder, arthritis, anxiety and migraine headaches.   

Benefits of CBD discussed at Rotary meeting
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2020census.gov
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    When I take the Census, I’m making 
sure that I’m counted and that I make 
a difference for my community.  

In less than 10 minutes,  
I can impact

my representation in Congress,

funding for our roads, 
schools, emergency services, 
housing, senior services, and 
youth programs,

and job opportunities  
in my community.
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338 Main St.
526-4777

S. 4th street 
526-4473

Big Big 
FALL FALL 
Sale!Sale!

BAGS on 
MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main St. • 828-526-9415

Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annaware)

FEATURING: 
Perfect Gifts for 

Groomsmen, Dads, 
Moms, Grandparents 

and Hostesses 
366 MAIN STREET I HIGHLANDS NC I 828-482-1414 366MAINSTREET.COM 

364 Main Street 
Highlands 

828-526-9415
– Established 1993 –

Now 
Available

at

 in
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A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 79th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

Come Find the 
Perfect Fall 
Sweater!

Leaf Looking & Shopping Through Highlands!

Estate Jewelers 
of Highlands 

828-526-1960
ejofhighlands@gmail.com
360 Main St, Highlands

We Buy Gold, 
Silver, and 

Estate Jewelry 

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Old Favorites 
&

New Arrivals!

Masks by

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Come Dress 
for Fall!

• Free People • 
THML  • Michael 
Stars •Z Supply

 Jeans by:
 • Joes
 •AG 
 • Citizens  
 • Hudson
        • Mother
      Shoes by:
•       •Matisse 

              • Diba
Visit our Upstairs 

Shoe Boutique

(828) 526-8390 
207 N 4th St, Highland

Shop 
The Molly Grace! 

Fall clothes have arrived.
Fall & Holiday Candles, 

too! 
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This beautiful Highlands home is sited on Lake Ravenel within prestigious Cullasaja 
Club. A picture of good taste and style, it has a gazebo and private dock, and is 
surrounded by the most enchanting scenery of gardens, trails, and babbling water 
features. The home has captivating views and was designed for entertaining. A 
two-story living room has a loor-to-ceiling stone ireplace, a built-in bookcase, 

and a wall of glass that opens to a covered deck. The kitchen adjoins the dining 
area and boasts rich cabinetry, granite countertops, and stainless-steel appliances. 
An intimate master suite has a stunning bath plus a deck with hot tub. Five guest 
bedrooms make hosting easy. A large wraparound deck, complete with stone ire-

place, overlooks the garden, water features, and gazebo. With 350’ of lake front-
age on Lake Ravenel, this private retreat has many options for enjoyment.

JUDY MICHAUD & MITZI RAUERS
Judy: (828) 371-0730  |  Mitzi: (404) 218-9123 
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

488 Main Street, Highlands, NC

MLS# 93237  |  $2,757,000  |  6 BEDROOMS  |  6.5 BATHS

Lakefront Cullasaja Club HomeLakefront Cullasaja Club Home
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• See INVESTING page 16

•inVesting at 4,118 ft.• 
Jannie Bean invites you to 

October 8 I 5- 8PM 
Nibbles and Beverages will be served. Pat Gleason and Tom Bean will be grilling. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
ETJioy thefall colors at ... 

- L£,t/r,,,,,,,,e� jean, 
152 South 2nd Street Highlands, NC 
www.janniebean.com 828-526-5858 

Carl Romberg, BIC
Landmark/Highlands
cell: 678-936-9309

What are Some Current Options for Home Buyers

Over the past few 
months, there has been 
a lot of  discussion 

about how active the market on 
the plateau has been. People have 
determined that if  they are going 
to have to sequester somewhere 
because of  a pandemic or other 
reasons, they want space and the 
ability to do outdoor activities 
and be in less congested areas. In 
addition, mortgage rates are at all 
time lows, bringing prior renters 
into the homeowner market and 
younger buyers into the second-
home market. 

All of  this has led to the 
number of  sold units on the 
plateau being up; the total dollar 
volume up; average prices are up 
and inventory is down. There is 
no doubt that this is a desirable 
place to be for seasonal and now 
year-round residents. The plateau 
is not unique to this phenom-
enon, as it is happening in resort, 
costal, suburban and rural areas, 

with an exodus of  people from 
metropolitan areas.

I was recently reading an arti-
cle about the national aging hous-
ing stock and how the crisis of  
low inventory is impacting afford-
able housing, energy conservation 
and natural disaster preparedness. 
Not all of  these issues impact the 

plateau, but we do see homes being 
demolished because of  a number 
of  reasons. I also see listings that 
are deteriorating rapidly and at 
some point will need to be razed. 
All of  this is happening in a thriv-
ing housing market. This calls for 
strategic planning for future gen-
erations of  homebuyers. Here on 
the plateau, that planning can start 
now and there are opportunities 
being created.

I have been told that the num-
ber of  single-family residences for 
sale on the plateau would normally 
be around 1,200 units at a peak 
time of  the year. As I write this, 
there are currently 359 single family 
units listed, which includes a num-
ber that are not actually on the pla-
teau. With a shortage of  properties, 
buyers need to start thinking about 
alternatives. 

Of  the 359 single-family units 
currently for sale, 168 have been 
on the market 90 days or more and 
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...INVESTING continued from 
page 15

• VOTE Absentee Ballot
• VOTE during Early Voting

• VOTE on Election Day, November 3, 2020
AND

LO OK for  Bidens LO OK for  Bidens 
br ightening your  way!br ightening your  way!

Haven’t registered to VOTE? 
Remember: 

You may register AND vote 
(one-stop) 

at your Early Voting Location 
during Early Voting.

Fall has many Fall has many 
colors of CHANGE ...colors of CHANGE ...

Bidens is a genus of sunflower-like plants in the Aster family, 
These are on the corner of Chestnut and 6th streets.

All roads lead to VOTING All roads lead to VOTING 
with many bi-ways filled with many bi-ways filled 

with Bidens!with Bidens!
Early VOTING is 

Thurs., Oct. 15, through Sat., Oct. 31.
at the Highlands Rec Park 

Mon.-Fri. 8a-7:30p, Sat. 8a-6p, 
Last Sat. – Oct. 31: 8a-3p

Plan Your VOTE!Plan Your VOTE!

Paid for by the Democratic Party/Highlands Precinct

TIME TO SELL?
READY TO BUY?

LET’S CHAT!
“As a full time real estate professional,
I feel fortunate to live, work, and play 

in an area that is one of the most 
sought after destinations in the

southeast. The quality of life here is 
truly wonderful!”

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY IS IN DEMAND
DON’T MISS OUT

CALL ME TO LEARN MORE

MARY S. ABRANYI
RESIDENTIAL BROKER

(828) 226-9818 | mary@bhhsmmr.com
www.mountainhomesandlifestyles.com

103 have been on the market 6 months or more. That isn’t 
taking into consideration properties that previously expired 
and were re-listed. These properties are either over priced, 
in poor condition or functionally obsolete (do not meet to-
day’s living needs). This is where there are some values to be 
found, with due diligence and homework required. 

Beyond inspections, buyers need to meet with contrac-
tors, designers, mold remediation experts, and obtain es-
timates on required repairs and necessary improvements. 
This takes time and effort, but after doing your homework, 
negotiating a reasonable price and doing the work, you can 
have an updated home that suits your needs, and if  done 
right, instant equity. Keep in mind that the value is in the 
buy and it will take longer than you expect and cost more 
than you budgeted.

We are seeing a number of  lot and land sales occur. 
This gives buyers an opportunity to build exactly what they 
want. In some cases we are seeing homes purchased for 
the lot they are on, with the home being bulldozed and a 
new house being built. New construction also takes time, 
so patience in working with architects, designers, builders 
at a time when all the trades are busy, is necessary. Those 
who choose this path will most definitely be rewarded a 
prize when finished and will be adding to the future hous-
ing inventory.

Many buyers are afraid that they cannot afford to reno-
vate or build. There are many financing products available 
for construction/permanent loans on new construction as 
well as renovation to permanent loans. 

Whether you buy something turn-key, take on a reno-
vation or build from scratch, know that working with pro-
fessional Realtors, mortgage brokers, designers, builders 
and tradesmen can make what seems to be an overwhelm-
ing task, a memory that you will hold dearly as you enjoy 
the home of  your dreams. Luckily, there are plenty of  all of  
these on the plateau. Asking for recommendations, check-
ing references and obtaining multiple quotes is always ad-
visable. Who is ready to take on a project?

• Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-Charge of  Landmark Realty 
Group’s Highlands Office. Landmark has been the firm with the larg-
est volume of  sales on the plateau each of  the past 7 years. Carl can be 
reached at 678-936-9309 or carl@landmarkrg.com. 

Remember ....
Mountain Findings Thrift 
Store on Spruce Street is 
open EVERY Friday and 

Saturday 
10a to 4p.

Masks required 
Cash or check only.
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HOME FURNISHINGS 

BED & BATH 

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
FURNITURE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
9AM-5PM 

SUNDAY: 12PM -5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828�526�5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

...RESTRICTIONS continued from page 1

Photographer Peter Ray 
is signing copies of  his book 

“The Cullasaja” 
Sat., Oct. 10 • 11am - 2pm

at
Shakespeare & Co.

Booksellers

204 N. 5th St. 
Highlands 

828-526-3777

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

theaters can open to 30% capacity, the 
board is rethinking all its options.

“Our Board is in discussions now 
about how to best re-open given the most 
recent executive order. As you may have 
seen in the news Regal Theaters has de-
cided to close again after re-opening due to 
the lack of  films being released by the stu-
dios. We are having to factor in how many 
people will come and what we will have to 
show them!” he said.  

•Bars may operate outdoors at 30% of  
outdoor capacity, or 100 guests, whichever 
is less. 

• Amusement parks may open at 30% 
occupancy, outdoor attractions only. 

• The limits on mass gatherings will 
remain at 25 people indoors and 50 people 
outdoors. 

So far, given those restrictions, the 
Highlands Food & Wine festival has been 
cancelled as was the Highlands Motoring 
Festival (except for its hybrid form) and 
Monday the annual Highlands Twilight 
5K and 10K was postponed until May 15, 
2021.

• The 11 pm curfew on alcohol sales 

for in-person consumption in locations 
such as restaurants and outdoor bars has 
been extended to October 23.  

State and public health officials will 
continue watching the key COVID-19 
trends over the next several weeks to deter-
mine if  any further restrictions can be eased 
when the current Executive Order expires 
October 23. 

There will have two locations: The 
Highlands Civic Center and the Macon 
County Robert Carpenter Community 
Building. Hours will be Monday-Friday 
8am-7:30pm, open the first two Saturdays 
from 8am-6pm and the last Saturday 8am-
3pm.

Early voting begins on 
October 15-October 31
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•spiritually speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and 

Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Outdoor Worship Services 8:30 & 11

Please see our website - highlandsmethodist.org and 
our Facebook page for more information

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

In her poem, “Fire,” Judy Brown points out that a key to a 
good fire is space between the logs.

Pile the logs on top of  one another too tightly, and 
the fire will smother and die. Brown’s poem reminds us of  the 
need for space. It’s true if  we want to have a healthy fire in 
the fireplace on these cool October evenings. And its true if  
we want to live healthy lives. Brown’s poem serves as an apt 
metaphor for life, serving as a hopeful corrective for us in our 
breathless, break-neck busyness.

Central to people of  the Jewish and Christian faiths is the 
understanding of  God’s good gift of  Sabbath. Modeled and 
hallowed by God in the seven-day creation narrative found in 
Genesis, Sabbath is God’s invitation to rest, to stop, to be.

I suspect many of  us could confess to some degree of  
struggle with the faithful practice of  Sabbath in our busy lives. 
We rush and run, hurry and over-schedule in frantic pursuit of  
accomplishment and acquisition. And if  we’re not careful, we 
can spend our lives majoring in the minors, forgetting that the 
main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing!

We’ve entered into a magnificent time of  the year. And 
isn’t it neat how the beautiful fall colors and cool mountain 
mornings can stir the inner-child within us? It’s a great time to 
stop, to look, to breathe and bask in the glory of  God’s good 
creation. And experiencing the beauty of  this season in the 
Highlands area? Priceless!

Autumn offers a powerful metaphor for our lives. After 
the vibrant landscape of  bright reds, golds and yellows, the 
leaves fall to the ground. And if  we pay close attention we can 
learn a valuable lesson from the trees, the lesson of  letting go. 
The fall season is a great time to take time, a great time to 
make space. It’s a great opportunity to enjoy the grandeur that 
surrounds us, to be blessed by the beauty we often hurry by 
without noticing. It’s also a good time to consider the message 
modeled by the trees.

What are the things of  which we need to let go? What 
past hurts or wounds have we continued to carry? Is there a 
wrong or slight we have not forgiven? What burden should we 
lay down? What life-draining sin needs to be discarded?

Perhaps one thing we would all do well to relinquish is our 
busyness. Maybe a lesson we can all learn from 2020’s version 
of  Autumn is the lesson of  making space between the logs, of  
taking time to embrace the things that truly matter, of  spend-
ing less time worrying about peripheral things and attending to 
what lies at the center. Henri Nouwen once cautioned not to 
become a slave to the urgent at the expense of  the essential.

Here’s my simple invitation and hope for you on this Oc-
tober day. May you take time to breathe, to bask, to be. May 
you enjoy the gift of  this day, finding delight in the sacredness 
of  this very moment. May you rest in the goodness of  God, 
and give thanks.

The Need 
for Space

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United Methodist Church



Highlands Police en-
tries from Sept. 18. Only 
the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials 
have been used.

Sept. 18
• At 11:47 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on US 64 west at Chowan 
Drive.

Sept. 23
• At 2:21 p.m., offices re-

ceived a complaint of someone 
communicating threats at the 
High Dive on Carolina Way.

Sept. 27
• At 1:10 p.m., officers were 

called about an unattended 
death at a residence on Munger 
Road.

Sept. 28
• At 2 p.m., officers were 

notified about larceny with a 
credit card at an ATM. 

Sept. 29
• At 1:35 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on US 64 east at Sherwood 
Forest.

Sept. 30
• At 11:30 a.m., Sierra Sa-

lone Jenkins, 29, of Franklin, was 
arrested on 2 counts of “pre-
tenses, swindle, confidence” and 
one count of impersonation. She 
was issued a $25,000 secured 
bond. Her court date is Oct. 13.

• At 4:59 p.m., officers re-
ceived a report of someone 
obtaining property by false pre-
tenses at Unique elegance on 
Main Street.

Oct. 1
• At 4:15 p.m., officers re-

•police & fire reports•
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45% to 55% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

ceived a report of someone 
obtaining property by false pre-
tenses at Mountain Heritage on 
Main Street.

Oct. 4
• At 5:30 p.m., Harlem Gon-

zalez, 38, of Highlands, was ar-
rested for DUI. He was issued an 
unsecured $500 bond. His court 
date is Nov. 24.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Sept. 27

Sept. 27
• At 1:10 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Munger Road.

• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

Sept. 28
• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a CO2 alarm at a 
residence on Pipers Court.

• At 9:22 a.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance on Paul 
Walden Road.

• At 3:14 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on US 64 west.

• At 4:40 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 11:51 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Big View Drive.

Sept. 29
• At 1:58 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a CO2 alarm at a 
residence on Pipers Court.

• At 2:01 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Fairway Condo.

Sept. 30
• At 11:02 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 

on Brookside Lane.
• At 12:36 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Club Circle.

• At 1:10 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 3:01 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Clubhouse Trail.

• At 5:53 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Carriage Lane.

Oct. 1
• At 11:10 a.m., the dept. 

provided public assistance to a 
resident on Morewood Circle.

• At 5:42 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Picklesimer Road.

Oct. 2
• At 8:09 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a gas leak at a resi-
dence on Upper Lake Road.

• At 11:58 p.m., the dept. in-
vestigated smoke at a residence 
on Mt. Lori Drive.

Oct. 4
• At 112:25 a.m., the dept. 

was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Kettle Rock Road.

• At 9:03 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on USA 64 east.

• At 9:53 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of the smell of 
gas at a residence on Lucas Lane.

• At 11:42 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Big View Drive.

Oct. 5
• At 5:52 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

Growing old is mandatory,
but looking old is optional ...

Center for Plastic Surgery
Robert T. Buchanan, MD 

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
526-3783 or Toll Free: 877-526-3784

209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202 
Highlands, NC

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

All of  our town police have body 
cameras, but that is not the case 
across the state and nation. Re-
search has shown that when body 
cameras are used both the police 
and citizens on average behave 
more civilly. 

The legislature is also look-

ing at whistle-blower protections 
for officers who report miscon-
duct. Also, law enforcement pay is 
a critical issue. In this time of  tur-
moil many good law enforcement 
officers are leaving the profession. 
Communities need to recruit and 
retain committed and competent 

officers.
I hope our state represen-

tatives will pass legislation that 
addresses these critical law en-
forcement concerns. A balance 
and deliberative plan is certainly 
needed.



Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Oct. 8, 2020 - 828-200-1371

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com



Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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•classifieDs•
WANTED 
NEEDED: LONG TERM HOUSE RENTAL 20+ 

year Highlands resident business owner in need of long 
term/monthly house rental in the Highlands-Cashiers area. 
Must have high speed internet and allow pets. Contact 
Sean 828.421.3824 - 526.0215 dmulla14gmail.com. (10/8) 

QUALITY GUITARS. Cash on hand. Gibson, Mar-
tin, etc. Call: 917-554-4185, Email: Bakelitemusic@yahoo.
com (10/22)

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND ESTATE JEW-
ELRY. Estate Jewelry of Highlands. 828-526-1960, EJOF-
Highlands@gmail.com. 360 Main St, Highlands. (st. 8/20)

TO BUY COLT PYTHON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 7/2)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call or 
text Susan at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

ITEMS FOR SALE
SOLID CHERRY TABLE 8 chairs 2 leaves $150 

704 641-3267. (st. 10/8)
HELP WANTED
FREELANCE FITNESS INSTRUCTORS 

SPIN & BARRE. Old Edwards Spa, Highlands NC  . 
Send Resume in PDF format to Kyra Russell. krussell @
oldedwardsinn.com (st. 10/8)

THE BASCOM. We are looking for a Retail Manager 
to join our dynamic team. This position manages both the 
strategic planning and daily operations of the retail shop 
at The Bascom. The ideal candidate will have experience 
in all areas of retail and be proficient in client relations, 
sales, vendor/artist relations, visual merchandising, pricing, 
curation, staff management and training, and computer 
programs, including point of sale systems. To apply for this 
full time (Tues-Sat) salaried position, please send resume 
to shop@thebascom.org. (10/8)

POTPOURRI STORES IN HIGHLANDS look-
ing for full-time and part-time sales associates. Looking for 
motive people to join our team and grow with us. This job 
require to work all weekends. Please email your resume 
to potpourrihighlands@yahoo.com or stop at Potpourri 
2 for an application. ( st. 8/27)

DOG BATHER NEEDED AT POSH PAWS 
PET SPA IN HIGHLANDS Part Time Year Round Posi-

tion. Business hours are Tues.-Sat. 9-5. Job includes bathing 
& blowdrying dogs, assisting groomers, & cleaning. $10/hr. 
w/ paid lunch break. Please call828-526-9581 to inquire 
about position.(st 9/3) 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE & THE 
RUFFED GROUSE TAVERN STAFF NEEDED!All 
positions including waitstaff, kitchen and housekeeping. Call 
828-526-2590 or email your resume to info@highlander-
mountainhouse.com (Formerly Main Street Inn) (st. 8/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is hiring kitchen staff, start-
ing immediately for the summer and fall. Please pick up 
applications at SweeTreats/Highlands Deli – 115 S 4th 
Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is looking for a Line Cook with 
a solid track record for dinner prep and service. Need 
to be creative. Also waitstaff, backer. Best award of Wine 
Spectator. Please email mindygreen@me.com for either 
position. (st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN is looking for servers, line cooks 
and dishwashers. call or stop by – great pay. Start immedi-
ately. Call or stop by 828 526-577.(st. 6/11)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGHLANDS 
NC. Housekeepers and Dishwashers starting at $13 per 
hour. Now recruiting for Housekeepers, Houseman, 2nd 
Shift Laundry, Turndown Attendants, Dishwashers, Sous 
Chef, Cook, Baker, Gardener Assistant, Servers, Host/Host-
ess, Bussers, Old Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, Bellman, 
Night Audit, Fitness Manager, Spa Attendants, Cosmetolo-
gist, Acorn’s Warehouse Associate, PT Retail Sales Associ-
ate. Benefits available for all FT employees (medical, dental, 
vision, long term/short term disability, life & 401K) Apply 
online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nectar Juice Bar (located inside 
Whole Life Market) is now hiring! Are you looking for a fun, 
healthy-minded individual looking for full-time, year-round 
work? Experience is not necessary, but kitchen or barista 
skills a plus. Competitive pay! Apply at Whole Life Market, 
680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an upscale Assisted Living 
Community in search of a Dietary Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, 
Wait Staff and Housekeeping. Send resume to Lindabtiff@
aol.com or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire 
to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & FAB-

RICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris removal, 
pressure washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. Special-
izing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 

or Text: 321-303-7560.(11/5) 
HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can fix anything 

inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. and will monitor 
house during winter. Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus bonus 

room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)5 

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/
entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: Spectacular unit in 
premier Town Place Condos, Highlands; Walk to Town! 
Lower Unit. $865,000. Check listing on Zillow: 45 Brock 
Court. (704) 641-3267. (st. 9/24) 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD behind 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property. 843-460-
8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER CLEAR 
CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 
706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
HOUSE FOR RENT In 3 Forks. 2 Bed/1BA/ 

$1.000/Month. 706-584-0406. (st. 9/24) 
CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH COTTAGE 

and bonus room. Terrific large porch and wood burning 
fireplace 8 mins from town. $1500/month. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Minimum one year rental. Available later this 
fall.Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com (st. 9/3)

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents 
each additional word
$2 for color highlight

$5 for graphic
(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Classified Rates



Highlander Mountain House 
& The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

13

4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED

•classifieDs•



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday for dinner

Taste the difference. Always fresh.


