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By Brittney Lofthouse
Over the weekend candidates for the United 

States House of  Representatives NC Congressional 
District 11 met for the first round of  debates this elec-
tion season. 

Democrat Colonel Moe Davis and Republican 
Madison Cawthorn who are vying for Mark Meadows’ 
former seat, participated in a two-night event hosted 
by Blue Ridge Public Radio, Mountain Xpress, and 
Smoky Mountain News in partnership with Western 

Candidate Madison Cawthorn. Candidate Moe Davis.

District 11 candidates spar during 
contentious weekend debate

Carolina University. 
The weekend debates were contentious to say the 

least, following months of  back and forth between the 
two candidates on social media. 

Friday’s round of  questions included questions 
from Lenoir-Rhyne University Equity and Diversity 
Institute developer Aisha Adams, former Asheville 
Citizen Times political reporter and current Mountain 
Xpress contributor Mark Barrett and Pete Kaliner, 

By Brittney Lofthouse
With just four weeks to go, 

North Carolina is lagging behind 
other states in the push to com-

plete the census. According to 
the United States Census Bureau, 
about a quarter of  households 
across the state remain uncount-

ed. 
The bureau will stop collect-

ing data on Sept. 30 - a month 

Inaccurate census stands to hurt 
towns, counties and states

Includes funds for 
broadband 

Families 
to benefit 

from state’s 
COVID19 

budget

By Brittney Lofthouse
A onetime payment of  $335 

will be sent to families across the 
state who have at least one child 
according to a $1.1 billion relief  
budget signed by NC Governor 
Roy Cooper. 

Governor Cooper said he 
doesn’t agree with every provi-
sion in the bill but funding for 
pandemic support in this budget 
is critical and must move forward.

“This budget followed my 
recommendations on school en-
rollment funding and invested in 
important areas like high speed 
internet access and disaster relief, 
but legislators should have done 

Dirtbags 
are champs
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The Highlands Rec Adult 
Softball League Championship 
game boiled down to the Dirtbags 
versus The Pizza Place, but the 
Dirtbags won the coveted-cham-
pionship title with a 16-12 final.

The Dirtbags maintained the 
lead for most of  the game, and at 
one point it was tied 6-6, but The 
Pizza Place could not catch up in 
time.

“That’s the best anybody’s 
played against the Dirtbags all 
year,” said Highlands Recreation 
Dept. Director Lester Norris. “A 
lot of  them play tournaments 
every weekend, they live for soft-
ball.”

The Pizza Place came in 5th 
overall for the season but fought 
their way to the Championship 
game.

They lost to 4th place Moun-
taintop in the first round. In round 
two, they beat 3rd place Essential 
Power. In round three, they got 
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I got up late on Labor Day, 
had my cup of  coffee, and 
perused the morning news.
I noticed Southern Califor-

nia continues to battle wildfires 
and has set a record of  120-de-
gree temperature. I thought, 
how can anyone live there? I 
also read about the ravages of  
COVID -19 and the impending 
budget shortfalls facing cities.

I also caught up on my 
email and saw the Highlands 
Chamber announcement that 
Highlands had made the South-
ern Living list of  the most desirable small 
towns for retirement. 

I was again realized with a jolt that 
more people will be coming to Highlands. 
Realtors already see the trend. Affluent pro-
fessionals want to escape crowded, hot, and 
perilous metropolitan areas. Broadband and 
Zooming have created lifestyle options. Our 
cool climate and small-town appearance 
make us a desirable community.

In this year of  community, compre-
hensive planning, critical decisions lie ahead. 
The Town Board and community stake-
holders will have to make critical decisions 

about growth and development.
Our water and sewer policy 

will be key. Certain types of  de-
velopment depend on access to 
these utilities. Highlands built a 
water and sewer system 90 years 
ago. Over the decades policies 
governing these resources have 
evolved.

Six decades ago, when 
there were subdivisions being 
built outside the town limits, the 
Highlands Town Board decided 
to allow these projects to con-
nect to town water. The ratio-

nale was that more customers would be ben-
eficial to the town. In some cases, the town 
actually took possession of  the waterlines 
leading to and into the subdivisions. Other 
subdivisions, like Queen Mountain, were al-
lowed to connect to the town water system, 
but the residents own the line along NC 28 
and in the development.

Fifty years later, those decisions still im-
pact the town. For Queen Mountain, their 
homeowners have had to fund the replace-
ment of  the waterline from the town limits 
to the subdivision. Other subdivisions, like 
Satulah Falls, have fared differently since the 
town long ago agreed to own their subdivi-
sion waterlines. Two years ago, the aging gal-
vanized lines in Satulah Falls were replaced 
by the town for around $200,000. The town 
had previously upgraded the water system 
for Buena Vista. This year, the replacement 
of  aging lines for subdivisions outside town 
limits, like those on Valentine, will again be 
done at town expense. These projects ben-
efit a small number of  residences but they  
have high price tags.

I cited these projects because the Town 
Board some three decades ago changed 
the policy to prohibit new water and sewer 
service beyond the town limits. Given this 
policy, OEI recently voluntarily annexed the 
Farm on Arnold Road. The OEI Farm now 
pays town taxes, follows town ordinances, 
and can now attach to town sewer. 

There is a growing feeling among some 
that Highlands should once again allow wa-
ter and sewer beyond the town limits. Pro-
ponents might argue it would generate ad-
ditional water and sewer revenue, but it is 
not that simple. 

Growing pains
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina, 
with abundant leisure amenities including a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 
entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-three golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sun.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5:00 PM 
Monday-Saturday 

Lunch 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wednesday)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a 

German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.
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YOU WANT IT. .. YOU GOT IT 
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

New Hours:

MON. THRU FRI. I I :00 - 8:00 
SAT. I 1:00 - 8:00 • SUN. I 1:00 - 7:00 

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC g·. 
828.526.3554 · · � � .www.highlandssmokehouse.com � � 
Facebook & lnstagram , r. , · 
Peace from the Pit ® · , , · 



Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•Highlands Area Dining Directory• 
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New FALL Hours:
Wednesday - Sunday 

9am -3pm
Inside/Outside/To Go 

Good cookin’ & bringing 
people together 

Thank for Your Support!
18 Chestnut Square | Cashiers

828-743-0190

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

SERVING DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
EVERY EVENING

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Now open!
We look forward to serving you.

Please call for reservations!
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STAY HOME • HIRE A CHEF 
- -- - - - - - - - - - --

Pinner Par/us 
ramiuf 6ratlterings 
FROM 2 - 50 PEOPLE 

• Relax - Enjoy your Family and Friends
• Let Me Do The Shopping, Cooking and 

Clean-up!
• Personalized Menus - Black Tie to BBQ 

Seafood Boils and Luaus
• Serv-Safe Certified

SANITARY AND RESPONSIBLE 

828-743-3145 I 561-345-0652

)Vi
GUARANTEED 

 llr111r1ous & ntt1t1°1 $ 

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-4pm
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Full Lunch Menu 
Stocked Deli Case 
Heat & Eat Dinners 

Catering

Fresser
s

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and 

an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian 

Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak 
Shrimp Hoagie • Susan’s Rueben •Italian Sausage 
Chicken Wings •Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings 

Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and 
more!

Open for Lunch
Sun., Mon., Thurs. - Sat.

11a to 3p
Open for Dinner

Thurs-Saturday
5p to 10p

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup!
828-200-0388

At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

y�et, //-/gd 

<fl{;/C&/u/ � 
2 - N. Y Strips 

Corn Salad 
Broccoli 

Key Lime Pie $31.95 
We prepare-you cook and 

heat Call to reserve 
828-526-2762
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Let’s Stay Home and Build A Fire! 
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com

Ready for Winter?

The Firewood Company

411 N.4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5 

�allTut1a= 
(P ..... 

T,,,,,J// 
10% off of ALL toys 

through September!!! 

A grant from the Mountain-
top Rotary Club of  Highlands and 
matching grant funds from Rotary 
district 7670 will enable the new 
RotarACT Club of  Highlands to 
launch its first project. 

The project has the goal to 
remove non-native invasive plant 
species in and around the town 
of  Highlands, community road-
ways, and local non-profit owned 
properties. In addition to the ben-
efits to our shared landscape, the 
primary motivation of  this plan is 
to provide financial relief  to work-
ing people of  the community who 
have been impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic by employing 
them as workers in the project.

RotarACT President, Rachel 
Kinback said, “We are excited to 
launch our first project at a time 
when there is a great need. Many 
working people in Highlands and 

surrounding towns have lost jobs 
or had their hours cut, and many 
did not receive a stimulus check. 
This means substantial financial 
burden and stress for many of  
our neighbors. Our club is pas-
sionate about providing financial 
assistance to those in need. This 
project will also provide a plat-
form for something that we can 
do together to beautify and take 
pride in our town and help each 
other make it through a very 
difficult time” RotarACT’s first 
Project Work Day will take place 
Saturday, September 12th. Work-
ers will be asked for a time com-
mitment of  9am-3pm. The club 
agreed that everyone working will 
be paid for a full 6 hours at $15/
hour in the form of  a $90 Ingles 
gift card. Lunch will be provided 
by Mountaintop Rotary. With the 
current amount of  funding the 
project will be able to hire a maxi-
mum of  40 workers.

In coordination with Kyle 
Pursel of  the Highlands Cashiers 
Land Trust the club has mapped 
the incidence of  dangerous inva-
sive species in the area to create 
the project plan. After first getting 
permission from the relevant land 
owners, the club will coordinate 
with other area non-profits to as-
semble invasive species removal 
squads that will remove the tar-
geted species during the project 
work day.

 INSERT THE INVASIVE 
SPECIES MAP.

If  you are interested in work-
ing for the project, please send an 
email to the RotarACTclub at Ro-
tarACT828@gmail.com OR call/
text 828.372.2640

If  you would like to join Ro-
tarACT, volunteer to work on the 
project, or are willing to loan tools 
for the workday, please also reach 
out to us with an email.

Rotary and RotarACT mem-
bers work side by side to take ac-
tion through service. The High-
lands RotarACT Community 
Club, sponsored by Mountaintop 
Rotary, was formed in 2020.

Earn money while removing 
invasive species with RotarACT

this Saturday, Sept. 12!

Call 828-200-1371 
for ad rates.
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• See LETTERS page 8

The LOU CABIN 1924 
c/1-:. 9-h la. H. cl A. , .NC. 
130 Log Cabin Lone 

828 526-5777 

NOW OPEN 
FOR LUNCH! 
TIJESD JlY • SllTIJRD JlY 

12 PM-3 PM 
OUTDOOR SEATING-WEATHER PERMITTING 

The Log Cabin offers casual dining in 
a 1924 Joe Webb cabin. 

Featuring fresh seafood, steaks and 
comfortable Italian. 

Menus printed daily based on fresh, 
local & seasonal ingredients. 

Unique dining experience with three 
fireplaces, outdoor seating and 

private dining. 

Tms WEEK'S LIJNCH MENIJ 
Gruyere GRILLED CHEESE & 

San Marzano TOMATO BASIL SOUP 

AMERICAN WAGYU CHEESEBURGER 
USDA Prime Snake River Farms Utah Beef 

Heritage Farms CUBAN SANDWICH 

Joyce Farms CHICKEN PARMESAN SANDWICH 

Caribbean Spiced PULLED PORK SANDWICH 
Heritage Farms Cheshire Pork 

Grilled Joyce Farms Chicken CAESAR SALAD 

House Smoked CAROLINA MOUNTAIN 
TROUT with Spinach, Cantaloupe & Balsamic 

The PITTSBURGH STEAKHOUSE SALAD 
6 oz. Certified Angus New York Strip 

Crispy Gulf Stream WAHOO FISH TACOS 

Grilled Maine LOBSTER QUESADILLA 

Gulf Coast FRIED OYSTER PO'BOY 

Traditional Italian GNOCCHI BOLOGNESE 
tomato meat sauce potato pasta dumplings 

Seasonal Vegetable PASTA PRIMAVERA 

VIEW CIJRRENT MENIJS ONLINE 

130 Log Cabin Lone- 828 526-5777 
WWW .LogCobinHighlonds.COM

Dear Editor,
Johnny Mercer was born in Savannah, 

Georgia November 18, 1909. He became 
very famous. There is a stature of  Johnny 
Mercer located at Ellis Square in down-
town Savannah. Johnny Mercer’s niece and 
I worked at Belk-Lindsay in 1957. I sold 
boys clothes and she worked in the record 
department. We both attended Savannah 
High School. She was a senior and I was a 
sophomore. She was very pretty. However, 
I don’t think she ever really knew my name.

Johnny Mercer wrote over 1500 songs. 
One of  his many big hits was “Moon Riv-
er.” My cousin lived on Moon River. Moon 
River is in Savannah. The song was featured 
in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s.” His music is also 
in the movie “Midnight in the Garden of  
Good and Evil” which was filmed in Savan-
nah and he wrote the song “Days of  Wine 
and Roses” for the movie “Days of  Wine 
and Roses,” (it won him 4 Oscars).

Just to list some of  his songs you may 
recognize - You Must Have Been A Beau-
tiful Baby, That Old Black Magic, Come 
Rain or Come Shine, Blues in the Night, 
Rock-A-Bye Your Baby, I’m In The Mood 
For Love, Summer Wind, Heartaches, Au-
tumn Leaves, Ac-Cent-Tchu-Ate the Posi-
tive, The Very Thought Of  You, In The 
Cool, Cool, Cool of  the Evening, Jeepers 
Creepers, Fools Rush In(Where Angels 
Fear To Tread), P.S. I Love You, Lazybones. 
He wrote the lyrics for the Broadway Play, 
“Seven Brides for Seven Brothers” (won a 
Tony Award). He also wrote “Set Em’ Joe - 
One for My Baby and One for The Road” 
(penned on a napkin while sitting at a bar 
lamenting over a previous girlfriend), and 
of  course many, many others.

Johnny Mercer and Bing Crosby were 
very close friends. Johnny was Bing’s favor-
ite song writer. Bing recorded over 100 of  
Johnny’s songs.

Barry Manilow’s first hit “Mandy” 
written by Johnny and named after Johnny’s 
daughter. Johnny also wrote the song “Cha-
rade” for the movie “Charade” staring Au-
drey Hepburn and Cary Grant.

1942 he founded Capital Records for 
$25,000.00. He sold it 13 years later for $20 
million. One of  the first singers he signed 
for Capital Records was Nat King Cole.

Those were some of  “The Good Ole 
Days.”

Kenny Youmans   
Highlands

•Letters• 
Johnny Mercer from 

my hometown
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...LETTERS continued from page 7

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Main Street Payments, LLC           
Jerry Moore                
828-482-2032 

PO Box 1516, Highlands, NC 28741      
jerrymoore@mainstreetpayments.org

www.mainstreetpayments.org

We want to help you save money on your 
merchant services fees 

and we have a track record to prove it!

• Over $250,000 in savings to our 
merchant-members

• Total transaction volume since inception: 
$21,000,000

• Average Net Effective Rate: 2.13%
• Simple Pricing
• Local Service

Join your fellow Macon County businesses 
and start saving money today!

Attention 
Small Business Owners!

Dear Editor,
The August 27th weekly column Spiritually Speaking, struck me as unusual. I have 

long had the opinion that this author’s contributions routinely don’t match the theme 
and spirit of  the column headline “Spiritually Speaking.” It seems to me that this person’s 
opinions would better belong in the general Letters to the Editor section. 

B. Renfro
Highlands

Floating Columnists

Dear Editor, 
In your August 27th edition I read the Spiritually Speaking column with some mea-

sure of  surprise. It began with a subtle critique against the separation of  church and 
state and went on to discuss some questions a politician once asked, to decry them, and 
seemed perhaps even to equate a vote for that politician’s party with the country choosing 
to divorce itself  from God. “Christian faith and love have been eroding away in America 
for decades,” it lamented, “will we officially finalize a divorce from God?” 

I finished the column in confusion. Some years ago, one of  the Great Courses books 
on American history brought to my attention the fact that “separation of  church and 
state” was first created by the Puritans “in hopes of  maintaining the purity of  the Puritan 
church against a corrupt state, not vice versa!” The Puritans worried that the baseness 
of  politics would divide the church community, damage the bonds of  kinship it seeks to 
build, and leave outsiders feeling unwelcome at the table of  God. My childhood church 
in Highlands, and a number of  the other churches in the area with which I had contact in 
my youth, seemed to operate on this principle as well. Even church politics were largely 
set aside; vacation bible school was run by another denomination but was no less wel-
coming for it. The article thus left me uncertain; am I reading correctly that this spiritual 
advice column is advocating a particular political position? 

I recently moved home after a number of  years living in Germany. The current in-
carnation of  German churches are still closely affiliated with the state. Citizens register 
their faith with the government and their church contribution, rather than being put into 
the collection plate on Sunday, is taken out in their taxes. This leads to a sometimes inces-
tuous dynamic of  church leaders being involved in government and government leaders 
having greater impact on the church. 

In learning of  it, I discovered a part of  my Americanness in my instinctive horror at 
the prospect of  declaring one’s faith to the government for tax purposes. It was thus with 
some measure of  satisfaction that I could speak about the American practice of  separat-
ing church and state and the wisdom I saw in it. In our system churches don’t play poli-
tics, and as a result they are free from the risk of  politics deciding to play with the church. 

It is thus very concerning to me to return home and find that even our very spiritual 
leaders question the idea of  keeping church and state separate. It is an idea whose origins 
are often forgotten however, and as such I would suggest that before we consider mix-
ing politics into our spiritual speakings, it might be worth pausing to consider the places 
this can lead and the wisdom of  our nation’s founders in choosing to avoid it. I think we 
would be wise to remember that it is the Church, not the government, that we are intend-
ing most vigorously to defend. After all, if  faith and love have been eroding in America, 
might our judgment of  others for their political beliefs not be a part of  the cause? 

I’m left believing that the sanctity of  our sanctuaries is in part dependent on our 
ability to make our neighbors feel truly welcome in them. To do this, and to better love 
our God and our neighbors as Christians are called to do, we must remember that these 
calls to love are more important than all else. Perhaps even more important than politics. 

Tom Shaffner
Highlands 

What happened to the separation of 
church and state?
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• See WORD MATTER page 9

• See EVENTS page 13
Highlands Aerial ParkHighlands Aerial Park  

Open DailyOpen Daily
with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC

•Word Matter•

Bud Katz

Two Priorities for America

I wrote recently about 
wants, needs and expecta-
tions for both individuals 

and society. This prompted 
me to consider two issues, to 
which our society needs to pay 
more attention. 

I love America. I served 
my country as a young man 
and still, over fifty-five years 
later, consider the four years I 
spent in the United States Air 
Force to have been important 
in developing my values and 
priorities in life. 

I consider myself  a capitalist, but one 
with a heart. I believe entrepreneurial risk 
should be rewarded and I believe in the op-
portunities inherent in the system. It also 
needs to work for all Americans

I’ve made it to old age. I’ve been 
blessed with wonderful children, a loving 
family, a modestly successful career and the 
best possible partner with whom I get to 
share my life.

All that said, I’m a passionate support-
er of  public education and believe a well-
funded, fully accessible system should one 
of  our top priorities.

I also believe cradle-to-grave health-
care to be a right for all Americans. 

These two ideas – quality education for 
our young and quality healthcare, especially 
for our elderly – should be front and cen-
ter in American life. Let me say it another 
way; we, all of  us, should ensure an excel-
lent experience for the first twenty years of  
life and the last twenty years of  life for all 
Americans.

There are two reasons I’ve arrived at 
this conclusion. The first is that in too many 
instances, underpaid teachers have to either 
purchase school supplies for their students 
out of  their own pockets or have to beg 
others to help them do this. I’m sorry, but 
this is unconscionable. It’s like EMTs in 
America having to bring their own medical 
supplies to their jobs.

We live in the wealthiest nation in the 
world, but for some reason we don’t want 
to fund a public education system that pre-
pares children, mostly from middle- and 
lower-income families, to get into college 
in order to meet the employment require-
ments of  a competitive global economy. 

The second has to do with the impos-
sible costs associated with assisted living 
and skilled-nursing care, again, mostly for 
our nation’s lower- to middle-income and 
infirm elderly, and that includes our veter-
ans. 

It may not have registered, 
but these people are our par-
ents and grandparents. Who 
am I kidding? In many cases 
they’re us. 

I’ve seen this personally. 
Most of  those caring for peo-
ple in private or family-funded 
assisted living communities in-
dividually earn at or below the 
federal poverty level. Poor peo-
ple, many of  whom need sec-
ond jobs just to get by, are car-
ing for our sick and old people. 

Sure, some of  these peo-
ple can access Medicare and Medicaid, but 
both of  these well-intentioned programs are 
woefully under-funded and demographic 
trends are unfavorable for these populations 
being able to consider a safe and dignified 
existence later in life. 

I know. Socialism. Those of  us who are 
‘haves’ can’t see ourselves supporting ‘oth-
ers’ who are ‘have nots.’ We seem comfort-
able looking away from the needs – not the 
wants, mind you, but the needs – of  those 
who aren’t as fortunate as we are. We say 
things like “Let their families take care of  
them.” Or, “I worked hard for what I have. 
Why should I give it away to others?” We 
dismiss matters such as poverty and inequal-
ity as if  it isn’t really our concern.

Have we always been so selfish, so 
greedy, and so obviously unconcerned with 
the needs of  others?

Too many of  us believe it is up to 
someone else – who, I don’t have a clue – to 
fund quality public education for the chil-
dren, and a dignified old age for the grand-
parents of  the poor. 

We don’t believe WE should be taxed 
at a higher level so those on the lower rungs 
can enjoy a “free ride” or an “easy trip” 
through life. 

What “FREE ride,” or “EASY trip?”  
How about a child’s chance at a future, and 
a safe, dignified existence in later life? 

To be sure, these are complicated is-
sues. They require empathy and consider-
ation for the plight of  others. They require 
an understanding of  how our economic sys-
tem, which works wonders for those of  us 
at the top, needs to be retooled just a bit so 
the rest of  us have a shot. 

How about an America where ALL 
children can experience a world-class educa-
tion, and ALL elderly can enjoy a soft land-
ing in old age? 

Why can’t we all get behind that? 
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Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
All About Books

A Short History of Sleuthing Novels

Who wrote the first murder mys-
tery? An article in the Wall 
Street Journal gives the credit to 

Sophocles. Amanda Foreman, author of  
the article “Sleuthing through the ages,” 
says Oedipus Rex, dating back to 429 BC, 
is in essence a tale of  sleuthing.  Oedipus 
resolves to discover who murdered Laius. 
That makes Oedipus the sleuth.  The twist 
is that it turns out to be Oedipus who un-
wittingly killed Laius—his father—and 
also unwittingly married his mother. A 
tangled web indeed.

Next, murder mysteries appeared in 
China, where magistrate literature was de-
veloped during the Song dynasty circa 960 
– 1279. In these tales, it was judges who 
told stories of  their cases. From there, we 
move to German author E.T.A. Hoff-
mann, whom the author credits with turn-
ing amateurs into sleuths. The heroine in 

one of  his novellas is an elderly 
writer who helps with a murder 
case involving stolen jewelry. Per-
haps she was the prototype for 
Miss Marple.

It’s not long, though, before 
Ms. Foreman gets to Edgar Alan 
Poe  “who is generally regarded 
as the godfather of  detective 
fiction.” It’s hard to believe Poe 
wrote “The Murders in the Rue 
Morgue” in 1841, and people are 
still reading it today. He too fea-
tured an amateur sleuth, August Dupin. 

And then, of  course, Arthur Conan 
Doyle appears on the scene with Sherlock 
Holmes. He is quite possibly the longest en-
during character in the mystery genre. The 
last Holmes story was published in 1927, 
and by then “the Golden Age  of  British 
crime fiction was in full swing.” 

Sherlock Holmes may pre-
date Miss Marple and Hercule 
Poirot, but they too are enduring 
characters both in print and on 
film. Both have their peculiari-
ties, though neither is addicted 
to cocaine as is Sherlock. Dame 
Agatha’s mysteries are genteel.

Not so, the novels by Amer-
icans authors Dashiell Hammett 
and Raymond Chandler. Their 
writing is described as “hard-
boiled social realism . . . [where-

in] dead bodies in libraries are replaced by 
bloody corpses in cars.”

The article goes on to mention spy 
novels and psychological thrillers of  today 
as merely two of  the many subgenres that 
have sprung from the original murder mys-
tery. When I think of  spy novels, I think of  
authors John Le Carre, Eric Lustbader, and 

Robert Ludlum to name only a few.  
I had to turn to the internet for a list 

of  25 thriller titles and was surprised to see 
how few I’ve read. Several seem promising 
and are going on my library list: “The Guest 
List,” “Stillhouse Lake,” and “In a Dark, 
Dark Wood.” I did read “The Silence of  
the Lambs.” Didn’t everyone? And I read 
“The Girl on the Train” and “Gone Girl,” 
but didn’t care for the latter.  I want at least 
one likable character in my books. 

So, I’m back to my favorite refrain, “So 
many books, so little time,” written by, of  
all people, Frank Zappa. Not a bad prob-
lem to have.

• Author Kathy Manos Penn is a Geor-
gia resident. Find her Dickens & Christie cozy 
mystery series on Amazon. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com.

longtime N.C. political reporter, radio host 
and podcaster. The questions focused on 
international, national, state and urban is-
sues.

Aisha Adams poised the first question 
to Madison Cawthorn.

“You’ve been accused of  sexual as-
sault. What do you say to women, Black 
and brown people, LGBTQIA people,” 
she asked.

“I won’t lie to you: in high school and 
after, I did try to kiss a girl – I kissed many 
girls – and some of  my attempts failed.  
But I believe there is a large difference 
between a failed attempt versus sexual as-
sault.” Cawthorn went on to “categorically 
deny being a white nationalist.”

And while he said over and over he 
wanted to bring people together regardless 
of  their political party, at one point even 
saying, “I want to get rid of  the two-party 
structure that’s tearing us apart,” Cawthorn 
said in response to Adams’ first question, 
“What is it about the Democratic party 
that makes them want to engage in charac-
ter assassination?”

Pete Kaliner followed Adams’ ques-
tion by listing many insults Davis has 
hurled at Cawthorn, Trump and GOP on 
social media asking about the divisions they 
cause. “Those examples are in contrast to 

your promise to represent all residents of  
the 11th district,” he said. 

Davis responded by explaining his 
comments about Cawthorn were to show 
voters who he is away from politics. 

Recently messages from Cawthorn to 
a friend have been made public in which 
Cawthorn refers to his friend by using the 
N-word. Western Carolina University made 
national headlines after students’ social me-
dia posts went viral in which they used the 
word in the same fashion as Cawthorn. The 
students in the videos were expelled perma-
nently from WCU.  

When asked about his use of  the lan-
guage, Cawthorn responded that he had 
used a “Variation of  the n-word that ends 
with -a,” offering a modicum of  regret be-
fore returning fire on Davis that these per-
sonal attacks were a deflection from Davis 
not wanting to talk about his policy posi-
tions.

In attempt to return the debate back to 
policy Mark Barrett asked each candidate, 
“To what extent do you believe human ac-
tivity is causing climate change?”

Cawthorn responded by explaining 
that Climate Change is something he be-
lieves in. “This is one area where I differ 
from many conservatives,” he said. “How-
ever, the Green New Deal is a joke,” he said. 

Cawthorn criticized the Green New Deal 
because he believes it would create an un-
acceptable level of  debt, that it is unsustain-
able, and because it would not do anything 
to boost the economy.

“I see myself  as a green conservative,” 
said Cawthorn. “I want clean air, livable 
temperatures and I want ‘all of  the above’ 
strategy for green power. I think we need to 
reform rules and policies that delay rollout 
of  new technologies. But we have to be able 
to afford it without taking on more debt.”

Davis however, lists on his website 
that he supports the Green New Deal. “I 
do believe in climate change. I do believe in 
science,” said Davis. “Fourteen of  our 17 
counties in this area are above the national 
average in poverty. Green economy is the 
best path forward out of  that. Green en-
ergy also good for national security.” 

Barrett also asked candidates their 
stance on what role Congress should take 
regarding police violence toward Black 
Americans? 

Addressing claims that he supports de-
funding the police, accusations Cawhtorn 
has made against him, Davis explained that 
is far from the truth. 

“I have a background in law enforce-
ment and I support it,” said Davis. “Who-
ever came up with the label “Defund the 

Police” did a huge disservice to the intent. 
It does a huge disservice and is a lay-up 
for the other side. I have attended peaceful 
Black Live Matters marches and I have at-
tended Back the Blue Rallies, because when 
elected, I will represent everyone. I do think 
we need to look at what we want law en-
forcement to be doing and give them the 
training and tools to do those things. Serv-
ing in law enforcement has a lot in com-
mon with serving in military. I’d like to see 
us have something akin to the GI Bill for 
first-responders and law enforcement. You 
don’t do it to get rich. In the military you 
have to get rid of  folks who don’t live up 
to standards. You have to do the same with 
law enforcement.”

He also said issues like substance 
abuse should be a mental health issue, not a 
criminal justice issue.

Cawthorn denounced President 
Trump’s response to Black Live Matters 
protests across the country and explained 
that he does not support the President in 
that regard.

“We have to treat every person in 
the country with respect,” said Cawthorn. 
“Of  course, Black Lives Matter. I was dis-
appointed in the President’s response to 
George Floyd’s death. I represent myself  
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Open Daily
9 am - 6 pm

16 Church Street

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & 

Vacation Rentals
828-526-3717

“What the world needs 
now, is love sweet love. It’s the 
only thing that there’s just too 
little of.”

If  I was a judge on one 
of  those singing shows, I 
would have to hit that ob-

noxious buzzer. Don’t get me 
wrong, I loved Jackie deShan-
non’s version of  that song in 
the 60s, but there’s an error in 
the lyrics. Yes, we need more 
love, now more than ever, but 
it’s not the ONLY thing of  
which there’s too little.

Highlands town limits is 
comprised of  only 6.2 square 
miles. According to the 1880 census, there 
were 82 people living IN the town lim-
its. The Town of  Highlands was formed 
in 1875, but between 1880 and 1900, the 
town population grew to 233, an average 
of  7.5 people per year. The largest jump 
(so far) was between 1980(653 pop) to 
1990 (948 pop). We dropped to 909 in 
2000, and up slightly in 2010 to 924. What 
will the 2020 census show? I’m guessing a 
big jump, and this only shows the people 
IN the town limits.

Macon County is 520 square miles, 
and in 2010 had 33,922 population. The 
biggest jump (again, so far) was between 
1970-1980 with an average of  439 NEW 
residents per year.

The United States has 92.9 people 
per square mile, Macon County has 58, 
and the town limits of  Highlands has 149 
people per square mile. YIKES! Holy Pop 
the weasel, Batman!

Back to the “What the world needs 
now” song. We DO need love, sweet love, 
and now, more than ever, but what Macon 
County and our little hamlet of  Highlands 
needs is more land. Everyone knows the 
top three things you look for when buy-
ing a property is location, location, loca-
tion, but we also know the ONE thing we 
won’t see is more land. What we have is 
ALL we have.

A portion of  the land in Macon 
County will never be developed. (Dare I 
say NEVER?). A big part of  this is be-
cause of  the lands owned by the United 
States Forest Service, another part is due 
to legacy planning. Thanks to the High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust, over 3,200 

It’s the Only Thing
acres will never be developed. 

According to the Macon 
County website (maconnc.
org) since 2010, planning 
and studies were done to 
try to address the problem 
of  the potential of  building 
on steep slopes. Landslides 
could become a big problem 
if  building is done without 
regulations. Nobody likes 
regulations, and I’m sure 
some properties would be 
considered worthless if  too 
regulated. The plan was that 
slopes of  40% or more would 
have to have engineered plans 

by a licensed professional. In other words, 
building on a steep slope can be very costly 
from the planning to the proper founda-
tion to the finished product. Unfortunately, 
costs don’t deter some from building on 
steep slopes.

There are two takeaways from this ar-
ticle. 1) If  you want to see more land pro-
tected in perpetuity, BUY MORE LAND, 
and donate it to the Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust. 2) If  you want property to 
“build on someday” or to buffer property 
you already own, BUY LAND TODAY.

Why? Because if  there’s one thing we 
know for sure, it’s that … (cue in Jackie de-
Shannon singing) “It’s the only thing that 
there’s just too little of.”

Highlands (inside the town limits 
AND the whole of  the Highlands Town-
ship) is seeing some of  the largest number 
of  “land grabs” we’ve seen in many years. 
By land grab, I’m talking about the number 
of  properties being sold, not just large par-
cels. There are still large parcels available in 
this area, with the majority of  them prime 
for development. What do YOU want to 
see for the Highlands landscape in the next 
50 years? It’s time to buy land to protect 
the future.

Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are 
owner/brokers of  Chambers Realty & 
Vacation Rentals. They love to share High-
lands history with others while renting 
or selling the homes they represent. Find 
them at 401 N. Fifth Street, or visit their 
website: highlandsiscalling.com
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Fall Home Improvement - 2020
By Kathleen Roberts
Master Gardener

Do you ever wonder 
what to grow in the south-
ern fall garden? Some 
people think that fall is the 
time to clean up the gar-
den before winter begins. 
However, there are many 
things that will grow well 
in the fall. If  you live in 
the south, you have even 

What to Grow in the Southern Fall Garden
table can also be bursting 
with the fresh harvest of  
fall vegetables. What could 
be more satisfying?

Know what to Grow in 
the Southern Fall Garden

As with any other type 
of  gardening, it is impor-
tant to know what to grow 
in the southern fall garden. 
Growing the right plants 
will assure your success and 

make you more likely to 
continue fall gardening year 
after year.

Shrubs
Often shrubs that 

bloom abundantly in the 
spring or summer will also 
re-bloom in the fall. Even 
those that don’t bloom a 
second time often provide 
a stunning display of  fall 
colored foliage to brighten 

your landscape. Some 
examples of  shrubs that 
provide color in the fall 
include:

Azalea - This shrub 
prefers cool, partially 
shaded spots in your yard. 
Some varieties will bloom 
in the spring and then re-
bloom in the fall.

Hydrangea - A gor-
geous fall show is sure 

more options for a fall gar-
den.

Fall Gardening
Many people find gar-

dening in the fall to be very 
satisfying. With cooler tem-
peratures and fewer insects, 
the home gardener can 
spend more time enjoying 
the garden and less time 
maintaining it.

In the south, garden-

ing can be similar to spring 
gardening. Plants that thrive 
in cooler temperatures are 
the best choice for the fall 
garden. Your fall garden 
planting schedule can in-
clude vegetables as well as 
flowers. Trees bursting with 
fall colors are enhanced 
by beautiful blooms and 
unique foliage of  fall shrubs 
and perennials. Your dinner 

Your One-Stop Garden Shop • Celebrating 27 Years!

Colorful Perennials Assorted Pottery Hydrangeas
2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395 • highlandslawnandgarden.com • Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

FALL 
FALL SALE!

SALE!

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!
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• See GARDEN page 18

Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Fall Home Improvement - 2020
to draw attention from 
passers-by when you have 
fall blooming hydrangeas 
in shades of  white, pink 
and blue.

Caryopteris - This 
beautiful shrub is great as 
a hedge or for cut flow-
ers from mid-summer 
through fall, and also a 
great selection for your 
fall butterfly garden.

Virginia Sweetspire 
- An incredible show al-

most year-round, you will 
love springs white blooms 
as well as the burgundy 
blaze of  its fall foliage.

Perennials
There are countless 

perennials that bloom in 
the southern fall garden. 
Here are just a few for you 
to consider:

Asters - Plant this 
flower in full sun and enjoy 
a variety of  colors from late 
summer well into fall.

Clematis - Another 
flower that offers a wide 
range of  color from late 
summer into mid-fall. 
You’ll have a hard time 
choosing just one with col-
ors ranging from white to 
blue to red.

Echinacea - Known 
for its medicinal quali-
ties, Echinacea also pro-
vides beautiful color in the 
southern fall garden. You 
aren’t just limited to the 

well known purple variety; 
shades of  white, pink and 
orange will light up your 
landscape as well as grac-
ing your home with lovely 
fresh cut flowers.

Vegetables
If  you’d like to con-

tinue harvesting fresh veg-
etables from your garden, 
you will find that fall is a 
great time for growing veg-
etables in the south. Many 
vegetable varieties prefer 

the cooler temperatures of  
fall while thriving in the 
still warm soil. As an added 
bonus, you are less likely 
to find bugs eating more 
of  your crop than you are. 
Here are some great fall se-
lections;

Tomatoes - You don’t 
have to go back to the card-
board, grocery store toma-
toes just yet. Plant young 
tomato plants now and you 
can continue enjoying them 

in your salads until the 
first frost.

Herbs - Fall is a 
wonderful time to plant 
an herb garden. Plant it 
close to your kitchen and 
enjoy the fresh flavor that 
they provide for months 
to come. Best choices in-
clude basil, parsley and 
cilantro.

Salad greens - Leaf  
lettuce, spinach and chard 
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Advertising in Highlands Newspaper works! 
Call for rates • 828-200-1371

highlandseditor@aol.com

...BUDGET continued from page 1

S e p t e m b e r S e p t e m b e r 
S A L ES A L E

45% to 55% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

more to expand Medicaid, support 
small businesses, pay our educa-
tors, assist with rent and utilities 
relief  and further help unemployed 
North Carolinians,” he said. 

The Department of  Revenue 
will issue the checks to every family 
in the state no later than Dec. 15. 
In order to get a check, individuals 
need to file a 2019 state income tax 
return by Oct. 15. To be eligible, 
families also need to be a resident 
for the entire 2019 calendar year 
and report at least one child who 
is 17 and under on their state tax 
form.

“Families in North Carolina 
were catapulted into an unprec-
edented situation in March when 
COVID19 changed the day-to-day 
for all of  us,” said Representa-
tive Kevin Corbin. “We know this 
money will not begin to cover ev-
erything associated with unexpect-
ed childcare costs, but it’s one of  
many ways the most recent budget 
passed in the legislation will help 
the hardworking families in our 
state.”

There’s no rule mandating 
how the funds have to be spent. 
The amount is a flat rate -- house-
holds that make between $50,000 
and $500,000 will receive the same 
amount. If  you get your state in-
come tax return by direct deposit, 
you will get your $335 in that man-

ner. Otherwise, it will be mailed to 
the address associated with your 
state income tax return.

Rep. Corbin also touted the 
budget’s additional funding for 
broadband under the GREAT 
Grant program, which will provide 
funding for internet in rural areas 
such as Macon County. The pro-
gram provides matching grants for 
companies to expand broadband.

“I asked for an additional 
$100 million for the GREAT pro-
gram, because I believe that is what 
our state needs to address con-
nectivity problems right now,” said 
Rep. Corbin. “While this $30 mil-
lion isn’t as much as I would have 
hoped, it does mean that 25,000 
– 30,000 North Carolinians in the 
rural corners of  North Carolina 
will now have the opportunity to 
receive broadband. This is essen-
tial for our working families and 
for students across the state who 
began this school year with remote 
learning.” 

 The Coronavirus Relief  Act 
3.0 includes:

 • $200/month increase in un-
employment benefits

• $35 million for child care 
centers

• $8 million to help working 
parents offset child care costs

• $20 million for community-
based organizations to provide vir-

tual learning
• $75 million for Personal 

Proactive Equipment (PPE)
• $34 million for testing and 

tracing
• $10 million for internet con-

nectivity for students
• $30 million for the GREAT 

program to improve rural broad-
band

• A hold harmless provision 
for school districts that see declin-
ing enrollment

• $20 million for COVID-19 
treatment for the uninsured

• $45 million for a small busi-
ness grant program

• $44.5 million for hurricane 
recovery from four major storms

• $5 million to promote safe 
access to in-person voting

• $115 million total increase 
for education

• $17 million in grants for ex-
ceptional children’s services

• $50 million for Lost Wages 
Assistance Program

• $38 million for behavioral 
health

• Expands eligibility for Op-
portunity Scholarships

• Bipartisan priorities like the 
PPE+NC program

• Elimination of  education 
wait lists for kids with disabilities

• Higher enrollment in virtual 
education options for families

as an outsider, as someone who’s 
going to come in and disrupt the 
system.”

Though Cawthorn said he 
doesn’t like the way the president 
treated George Floyd’s death, he 
insisted that his opponent secretly 
believes in a literal interpretation 
of  “defunding the police” and 
questioned the efficacy of  a social 
worker responding in a situation 
where one needs law enforcement.

Addressing healthcare, Ad-
ams asked Cawthorn “You say you 
want to be the face of  health care, 
what do you think needs to be 
done so that people get the health 
care they need?”

“Our system has to be re-
formed,” Cawthorn said. “I don’t 
think anyone even knows what the 
Republican strategy is for health 
care. I do know that free market 
has never been able to work in 
health care. Right now, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield has virtual monopoly 
in North Carolina and they don’t 
have to compete with anyone. I 
believe that we need to fix that. I 
want you to have more choices. 
My opponent wants to introduce 
a public option and I believe that 
would make the consumer market 
so small it wouldn’t be viable. Then 
we would end up having a system 

like Canada.”
Davis explained that he be-

lieves the public option is the best 
strategy for America.

“I am for a public option in 
regards to health insurance,” said 
Davis. “Six out of  10 personal 
bankruptcies in this country are 
caused by medical debt. We spend 
the most in the world on health 
care and a huge number of  people 
don’t have coverage. I also believe 
that we must decouple health care 
from employment.”

Interviews with candidates 
will be published in the coming 
weeks.

...DEBATE continued from page 10
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STOREWIDE MOVING SALE!

Nancy’s Fancys & The Exchange
on Main Street, Highlands

50% to 70% Off
Men’s & Women’s Clothing

(with some exceptions)

Through Sept. 12
Monday - Saturday • 10a to 5p

322 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5029
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•Spiritually Speaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 18

Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mondays and 

Wednesdays
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Outdoor Service
830a Sundays

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

By Pastor Curtis Fussell
First Presbyterian Church 

Since March, the life of  the church has been abridged. Due 
to the pandemic, no in-person worship services. No fu-
nerals in the sanctuary, only graveside services. Weddings 

cancelled or drastically scaled down. 
Such actions show wisdom in being cautious before the 

danger we face. The Session will not put the Lord to the test. 
Your pastors will not announce, “Jesus will protect us.” 

Rather, the pastors might say, “Take up your cross and 
follow Jesus.” Perhaps, that sounds too dramatic. But such a 
remark sets out an invitation to compel us forward. The cross 
of  Jesus proclaims our hope and assurance for new life over 
against the powers of  death.

Yes, a new day will dawn and new life will spring up among 
us once more. As people of  Jesus’ resurrection, we live with 
hope for new life over against the present threat.

A Lutheran pastor, Martin Rinkart, began to serve a 
church in Eilenburg, Germany, in 1617, at the beginning of  
the Thirty Year’s War in 1618. For the next thirty years, Rinkart 
lived in that besieged city where famine and disease repeatedly 
plagued the people.

At one point, Rinkart was the only pastor left in the city. 
Sometimes, he was burying as many as 40 people a day! His city 
was sacked three times by invaders. A plague struck his town in 
1637, killing 8,000 people, including Rinkart’s wife. Yet, during 
this time, Rinkart composed 66 hymns. 

One of  these hymns we know quite well, “Now Thank We 
All Our God.” It was originally written, not as a hymn, but as a 
prayer for his family at the evening meal.

The first lines of  this prayer, words of  thanksgiving, sim-
ply astound us, when we think of  their context in the midst of  
such hardships: “Now thank we all our God… who… hath 
blessed us on our way with countless gifts of  love, and still is 
ours today.”

Then, this prayer draws us to trust in God over against the 

A new day will dawn

Serving WNC for over 40 years
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•Business/Org News• ...CENSUS continued from page 1

...MAYOR continued from page 2

The Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society fed 112 animals in our community this past weekend with a 
free pet food drive-thru at the Cashiers-Glenville Recreation Center. More than 1,700 pounds of dog 
food, cat food, and treats were distributed to animal-loving families in need. Based on zip codes pro-
vided by donation recipients, pet owners from Cashiers, Cullowhee, Glenville, Highlands, Sapphire, Sylva, 
Tuckasegee and Webster all traveled to the event for much-needed food assistance.

CHHS feeds 112 animals needing food assistance

New sewer and water con-
nections outside the town limits 
could trigger widespread growth 
which the town has no control 
over since the county doesn’t 
have equivalent zoning. Addi-
tional expansion would generate 
more costs for expanding our 
water and sewer facilities, not 
to mention future maintenance 

and upgrades like those previously 
cited. The town is also facing ma-
jor waterline replacements projects 
within the town. In addition, town 
sewer has not been built out to all 
its all its citizens. Town taxpayers 
would likely see their needs as pri-
orities.

I don’t have all the answers, 
but I do see the pressures of  

growth coming. Our utility deci-
sions have to be carefully reviewed 
in the coming months. They will 
impact potential growth and de-
velopment. How and to what 
extent should Highlands grow? 
Or should we grow at all? Those 
are some of  the questions facing 
Highlands.

sooner than previously an-
nounced. 

Governor Roy Cooper 
joined a bipartisan coalition of  
governors from Colorado, Illi-
nois, Michigan, New York, Ore-
gon, Vermont and Washington to 
urge the US Census Bureau to ex-
tend the Census through Oct. 31 
to help ensure a complete count.

In a signed letter to U.S. 
Dept. of  Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross and U.S. Census 
Bureau Director Steven Dilling-
ham, Governor Cooper and the 
other governors outlined con-
cerns about the decision to end 
2020 Census Count operations a 
month early, which could jeop-
ardize efforts to get a complete 
and accurate population count as 
required by the U.S. Constitution 
every 10 years.

“Your recent announcement 
calls into question how millions 
of  Americans who have yet to 
fill out their 2020 Census will be 
counted. It is surprising to hear 
how optimistic the Census Bu-
reau is about being able to reach 
100% in less than 60 days, given 
the current daily self-response 
rate and the fact that, as of  the 
writing of  this letter, only 63% of  
the country has responded to the 
2020 Census,” Gov. Cooper and 
the other governors wrote in the 
letter. “By your own calculations 
made when the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit, the October 31 date is 
crucial for the Census Bureau to 
meet its constitutional obligation 
and do it in a way that does not 
jeopardize the public health.”

This year’s count will impact 
how congressional districts are 
split up and how $1.5 trillion in 
federal spending is distributed an-
nually. 

North Carolina stands to 
potentially pick up an additional 
congressional seat during the next 
round of  reapportionment, if  a 
proper population is completed. 

As of  July 31, 41 percent of  
North Carolina households – an 
estimated 4 million residents – 
had not yet completed the 2020 
Census. A potential undercount 
could put North Carolina at risk 
of  losing $7.4 billion per year for 
health care, education, highways, 

community services, economic 
development, disaster recovery 
and more over the next decade.

North Carolinians most at 
risk of  being undercounted live 
in rural counties, which make up 
approximately 80 percent of  the 
state. This includes military fami-
lies, eastern counties impacted by 
recent natural disasters and com-
munities with already limited ac-
cess to health care.

A complete and accurate 
Census count could bring $1,823 
per person per year in federal and 
state funds back to North Caro-
lina communities, funding Macon 
County Manager Derek Roland 
said is crucial in helping the state’s 
most vulnerable populations.

“It’s important for everyone 
to complete the 2020 Census,” 
said Roland. “The few minutes it 
takes to complete will have a last-
ing impact on Macon County and 
funding opportunities we have 
moving forward.”

Roland explained that state 
and federal funding grants and 
opportunities are based on popu-
lation and demographics, so hav-
ing an accurate count for Macon 
County is important. 

“If  a grant requires that we 
meet a certain population or de-
mographic such as percentage of  
elderly, to qualify for funding – 
it doesn’t matter if  we know we 
have that many people if  it isn’t 
reflected on the Census,” said 
Roland. “We won’t get another 
chance for another decade, which 
makes it so important for every-
one to fill it out this year.”

At 77.1 percent, North Car-
olina ranks among the bottom 10 
states in terms of  survey comple-
tion rate, outpacing only Louisi-
ana, South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Montana, Arizona, Alabama, 
Georgia, and New Mexico.

Households across North 
Carolina are also self-responding 
at a lower rate than the nation as 
a whole, according to the cen-
sus bureau. While 61 percent of  
North Carolina households have 
already completed the survey by 
phone, online, or mail, nationally 
that figure stands at 65.1 percent.

For more info, visit 2020cen-
sus.gov or call 844-330-2020.

hardships: “O may this bounteous 
God through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts and blessed 
peace to cheer us; and keep us in 
God’s grace, and guide us when 
perplexed, and free us from all ills in 
this world and the next.”

Walter Brueggemann has 
noted that the context of  these 
words, “…not unlike our own, 
was a scene of  relentless death. Yet 
Rinkart wrote and sang of  thanks! 
…of “this bounteous God.” We 
can picture pastor Rinkart with his 
children counting out, one by one, 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 16
“countless gifts of  love.” The hymn 
invites us to cling to God’s grace that 
“frees us of  all ills” in all imaginable 
futures. The words are as sure, bold, 
and as awe-filled” as the best Palms 
of  praise to God. Brueggemann 
goes on to say that Rinkart’s prayer 
reminds us to engage in relentless 
and uncompromising hope in God. 
Such hope is more than, “We will 
get through this.” Rather, behind the 
devastation, we have faith that God 
will bring God’s creation to wellbe-
ing.

This faith, which compels us 

forward, enables us to serve as wit-
nesses of  God’s steadfast love. Such 
a witness is performed by words and 
actions involving neighborly hospi-
tality, calm minds, and wise actions.

We affirm that faith is “the as-
surance of  things hoped for, the 
conviction of  things not seen.” Such 
faith will not yield to death’s power. 
In faith we affirm God’s power at 
work against the powers of  death. 
Still, it humbles us to know that God 
entrusts such faith to feeble people 
like us.

...GARDEN continued from page 13
love cooler temperatures. You 
likely enjoyed fresh from the 
garden salads this past spring. 
Now that fall is near you can en-
joy them again!

Cold weather crops - Veg-
etables like broccoli and kale 

also thrive in cooler temperatures. 
Bugs are less likely to invade at 
this time of  year, leaving more for 
you to enjoy.

Squash - Summer squash 
can still be harvested in the fall as 
well as varieties that can be stored 

through the winter such as acorn 
squash. Depending on where in 
the south you live, you won’t need 
much to get you through until the 
time comes to begin again in the 
spring.



Highlands Police entries 
from July 26. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

July 26
• At 4:29 p.m., officers cited a 

driver for failing to pay a civil citation 
of parking in a “No Parking” space.

Aug. 26
• At 5:13 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident in High-
lands Plaza.

Aug. 27
• At 11:30 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 1-vehicle accident on 
Main Street.

Aug. 30
• At 2:25 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 
east and Carolina Way.

Aug. 31
• At 10:30 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
US 64 east and Laurel Street.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Sept. 1.

Sept. 1
• At 8:14 a.m., he dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Big View Drive.

Sept. 2

•Police & Fire•
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• At 9:49 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a power line 
down on NC 106.

• At 10:38 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Big View Drive.

Sept. 5
• At 8:13 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm on Main 
Street.

• At 10:15 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Arnold Road.

•At 4:57 p.m., the dept. helped 
Glenville Rescue carry a person off 
the Whiteside Mountain Trail.

• At 7:10 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Buckberry Road

Sept. 6
• At 11;03 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Spring Street.

• At 5:52 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Mirror Lake Road.

•At 5:59 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Clearview Lane.

• At 7:03 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Bonnie Drive.

some payback and beat Moun-
taintop. In round four, they de-
feated 2nd place First Baptist 
Church and then moved on to the 
Championship, said Norris.

Norris said the COVID-19 
pandemic delayed the start of  
the league this season but did not 
cause any serious disruptions.

“We didn’t play as many 
games because we got started 
late,” said Norris. “We had to wait 
until the Governor went to Phase 

2. Only thing that really affected us 
was the rain.”

The league had seven teams 
this season with games on Mon-
days and Thursdays. With so many 
events cancelled because of  CO-
VID, Norris said the league was a 
great way to get outside.

“I think it was a big hit,” he 
said. “A lot of  people are picking 
it up because there’s nothing else 
to do.”

The Highlands Rec Adult 
Softball League runs from June 
through mid-August. Anyone can 
join and teams need a minimum of  
15 people. For more information, 
email Norris at lester.norris@high-
landsnc.org.

The Dirtbags are sponsored 
by Stephen L. Lucas CPA and 
Carolyn Raby. The Pizza Place is 
sponsored by, you guessed it, The 
Pizza Place.

...CHAMPS 
continued from 
page 1

Dirtbags, sponsored by 
Stephen L. Lucas CPA and 

Carolyn Raby, win High-
lands Rec Adult Softball 

Champions.
– Photo by Brian O’Shea
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Hometown Cedar Roof Cleaning

828-342-5432

• Certified • Softwash process 
• Eradicate infestations

• Rehydrate shakes • Extend roof life
FREE ESTIMATE

Call or email for a FREE Eagleview 
report of your roof including pictures 

and measurements.
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•Classifieds•
 FOR SALE 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Call or text 

Matt at 706-239-0880. (st. 9/26/19)
WANTED 
WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND ES-

TATE JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of Highlands. 
828-526-1960,EJOFHighlands@gmail.com. 360 
Main St, Highlands. (st. 8/20)

LOCAL RESIDENTS LOOKING 
FOR HOUSE to rent at reasonable price. 
At least two bedrooms, must allow pets. Need 
ASAP. Call/Text 828-200-0397 (st. 7/30). 

COMIC BOOKS – Buy / Sell. Call Bob 
@ 302-530-1109 (9/24)

TO BUY COLT PYTHON. THE 
OLDER THE BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 
7/2)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands 
Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNI-
TURE. Please call or text Susan at 828-526-6004. 
(st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: US & Foreign 
COINS & CURRENCY. Top prices paid, free 
appraisals, call Dan at 828-421-1616 or email 
danhazazer@gmail.com (8/13)

HELP WANTED
POTPOURRI STORES IN HIGH-

LANDS looking for full-time and part-time 
sales associates. Looking for motive people to 
join our team and grow with us. This job require 
to work all weekends. Please email your resume 
to potpourrihighlands@yahoo.com or stop at 
Potpourri 2 for an application. ( st. 8/27)

DON LEON’S AT THE HIGH DIVE 
needs someone to take orders 11a-3p Sun., 
Mon., Thurs. - Sat. and 5a-10p Thurs. - Sat. Call 
828-200-0388. (St. 9/3) 

DOG BATHER NEEDED AT POSH 
PAWS PET SPA IN HIGHLANDS Part Time 
Year Round Position. Business hours are Tues.-
Sat. 9-5. Job includes bathing & blowdrying dogs, 
assisting groomers, & cleaning. $10/hr. w/ paid 
lunch break. Please call828-526-9581 to inquire 
about position.(st 9/3) 

ELECTRICIANS NEEDED IMMEDI-
ATELY. Top pay and benefits. 828-526-5147. 
(st.8/27) 

THE DRY SINK IN HIGHLANDS is 
hiring for full or part time sales positions for 
the 2020 fall/christmas season. We’re looking 
for team oriented people who can offer great 
customer service to our fine customers. If you 
are friendly, detail oriented, like helping others, 
enjoy cooking, gadgets, and lots of interesting 
merchandise, come by and fill out an applica-
tion, or submit information to: contact_us@
thedrysink.com . Jobs available now (st. 8/20). 

H I G H L A N D E R  M O U N TA I N 
HOUSE RESTAURANT/INN STAFF 
NEEDED!All positions including waitstaff, 
kitchen and housekeeping. Call 828-526-2590 
or email your resume to info@highlander-
mountainhouse.com (Formerly Main Street 
Inn) (st. 8/13)

HIGHLANDS DELI is hiring kitchen 
staff, starting immediately for the summer and 
fall. Please pick up applications at SweeTreats/
Highlands Deli – 115 S 4th Street. (st. 8/13)

WOLFGANGS is looking for a Line 
Cook with a solid track record for dinner prep 
and service. Need to be creative. Also waitstaff, 
backer. Best award of Wine Spectator. Please 
email mindygreen@me.com for either posi-
tion. (st. 5/28)

THE LOG CABIN restaurant, down-
town Highlands, is hiring all positions including 
sous chef, front of house manager, servers, line 
cooks and handymanlandscaper to start im-
mediately. Call 828 526-5777 or email jason@
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 6/11)

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER needed 
for live in position. Prefer a local couple/indi-
vidual to entertain, offer cooking classes and 
maintain facility while enjoying living in an excep-
tional facility. Must have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospitality/maintence.
mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 6/11) 

NOW HIRING PART- AND FULL-
TIME ASSOCIATES FOR RETAIL 
STORE. Must be willing to work weekends 
and holidays. Call Shannon at 526-8864 or email 
Shannon@dutchmansdesigns.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT WILD THYME. We 

are looking for a sous chef, waitstaff, dishwasher 
and hostess. Must have positive attitude and 
reliable transportation. Apply in person at Wild 
Thyme Gourmet in Town Square on Main Street 
in Highlands. Please no phone calls. (st. 5/28) 

OLD EDWARDS HOSPITALITY 
GROUP, HIGHLANDS NORTH CARO-
LINA is currently recruiting for the following 
positions: Old Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, 
Reservations, Bellman, Servers, Bartenders, Host/
Hostess, Bussers, Sous Chef, Cook, Pastry Cook, 
Dishwashers, Housekeepers, Houseman, Laundry, 
2ND Shift Laundry, Turndown Attendants, Fitness 
Manager, Spa Attendants, Pool Attendants, Spa 
Concierge, Cosmetologist, Licensed Massage 
Therapist, Gardener’s Assistant, Acorn’s Ware-
house Associate.Benefits available for all FT em-
ployees (medical, dental, vision, long term/short 
term disability, life & 401K) Please apply online 
at www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nectar Juice Bar 
(located inside Whole Life Market) is now hir-
ing! Are you looking for a fun, healthy-minded 
individual looking for full-time, year-round work? 
Experience is not necessary, but kitchen or barista 
skills a plus. Competitive pay! Apply at Whole Life 
Market, 680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL is an upscale Assisted 
Living Community in search of a Dietary Cook, 
CNAs, Med Techs, Wait Staff and Housekeeping. 
Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828-
526-5251. (st. 2/13)

RANDEVU NOW HIRING - Line Cook 
, Waitstaff and Hostess. Please call 828-743-0190. 
(2/27) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time, 
part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928. 
(st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF 

& FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, 
debris removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. 
(st. 6/27/19)

I INSTALL TILE! TILE is Healthy & Non-
Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/
Backlashes, Entrance Ways/Patios & Flooring. 
25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. 828-526-
4943 or text: 321-303-7560. (10/1) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN: Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and 
additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 828-200-
4071. (6/11)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can fix 
anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure washing, lawn care, 
hauling. and will monitor house during winter. 
Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 828-200-
5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to 
CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to 

DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH COT-

TAGE and bonus room. Terrific large porch 
and wood burning fireplace 8 mins from town. 
$1500/month. Furnished or unfurnished. Mini-
mum one year rental. Available later this fall.
Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com (st. 9/3)

4 BEDROOM 1 BATH HOUSE 5 
miles from downtown Highlands 1,200/month 
828-200-4312. (st. 8/27)

BEAUTIFUL HOME IN TOWN 
FOR RENT FOR MONTH OF OCTO-
BER. Possible long-term. 770-686-9593. (st. 
9/3)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FOR SALE BY OWNERS: 2 Units 
in Town Place Condos, Highlands; Walk to 
Town!One upper and one lower. $865,000 
each. Check listings on Zillow: 41 & 45 Brock 
Court. (704) 641-3267 or (205) 602-6503. 
(9/17) 

BY OWNER – Nice year-round 
3BR/3BA home. Excellent view of lake. Adja-
cent to Lakeside Park in Rocky Knob. 3,700’ 
elevation. 7 miles from Highlands on the Atlanta 
side. Gated and paved road. $659,000. Call 
888-706-4551. (9/10)

HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus 
bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, 
one-car garage. 239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. 
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. 
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Sign on property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER 
CLEAR CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 



Highlander Restaurant & 
Mountain House Inn

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Sept. 10, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 23

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED



PAM NELLIS 
BROKER 

CELL: 828-787-1895 
PAM ELA.N ELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears
803-271-5426

Darlene Conley 
404-427-2448 

Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Taking Reservations
Dinner at 5:00 pm

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.


