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Macon County Health Director, Kathy McGaha said of the change, “Macon County is seeing a continued surge of 
COVID-19 positive individuals as a result of holiday gatherings. This surge is affecting the entire community, including 
businesses, churches, agencies, etc. We need the community to do everything it can to slow the surge of COVID-19 
by wearing masks, avoiding in-person social gatherings, and when it is your turn – get vaccinated.”

84 of NC’s 100 counties are in the red: 
‘critical community spread;’ 
Gov. extends executive order

North Carolina’s governor 
and top health official issued 
their most pointed warnings on 
Wednesday as COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations continue to 
surge to levels not seen before 
during the pandemic.

At a news conference from 
the Emergency Operations 
Center, Governor Roy Cooper 
extended his current modified 
Stay-at-Home order at least until 
Friday, Jan. 29

Cooper praised hospitals for 

managing the crisis amid growing 
capacity issues, but warned if  and 
when hospitals get stretched even 
more, a stricter Stay-At-Home 
order like earlier lockdowns 
could be put in place – don’t 

Besides COVID, here’s what 
happened in Highlands in 2020

Fate of 
proposed 
Cashiers 
Hillside 

project still 
unclear

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Discussions continued on 
Wednesday, Jan. 6 to determine 
the fate of  Cashiers Hillside, the 
proposed 57-acre multiuse devel-
opment planned for the south-
eastern corner of  the Crossroads, 
the intersection of  Hwy 64 and 
Hwy 107.

The project’s future current-
ly rests on the shoulders of  the 
Cashiers Area Community Plan-
ning Council who are tasked with 
deciding whether to approve a 
Special Use Permit application 
from the project’s developer, Ma-
cauley Investments.

However, the Council did 
not discuss how the development 

Though the outbreak of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic colored all 
aspects of  life in the world, coun-

try, state, county and the town of  
Highlands, a lot of  business got 
done and many issues regarding life 

in Highlands were addressed.
January

Macon County Public Health 
is announcing that it will begin 
to vaccinate those eligible under 
Phase 1B, Group 1 starting this 
week. 

This group includes those 
who are 75 years of  age or older, 
regardless of  health status. 

Those who are eligible under 
this phase, and want to receive a 
vaccination, can call 828-349-2517 
to schedule an appointment. 

For now, vaccine appoint-
ments will ONLY be at Macon 
County Public Health located at 
1830 Lakeside Drive in Franklin, 
and will be conducted through a 
drive-thru clinic Tues., Wed., and 
Fri. from 10a to 3p.

Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor, 
HC Hospital CEO/CNO Tom 
Neal, and the Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation are trying to 
initiate a plan to have vaccinations 
given in Highlands, too, but details 
are still being worked out. MC 
Public Health asks for patience at 
this time.

Phase 1B 
vaccinations 

begin

• See CRITICAL page 5
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Dear Editor,
The first Christmas ornament fund raiser sponsored by Dusty’s Rhodes Superette is 

proud to announce that $3,610 has been raised for the Highlands Food Pantry!!
We want to thank all of  our wonderful patrons and supporters for their generosity 

amid this year of  turmoil. Your support will benefit many in our community through the 
food bank in days to come.

A Special thanks to the Highland Hiker, our local newspapers, and to all of  the elves 
who made this fundraiser so successful. Happy New Year to all!!

– From all of  us at Dusty’s

•Letter•
A Christmas Success

I wrote about COVID vac-
cination issues last week. 
Let me share what has 

happened since then. I’ve been 
following discussions on so-
cial media concerning how a 
program needs to be setup on 
the plateau. This week I was in 
discussions with folks from the 
Macon County Health Depart-
ment, the Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation and the 
Highlands Cashiers Hospital.

I want to salute Tom Neal, 
the Chief  Executive Officer of  the High-
lands Cashiers Hospital for his leadership 
in working for a community vaccination 
program on the plateau. He has used his 
expertise in getting the ball moving.

Tom hosted a Zoom meeting on Mon-
day afternoon that included folks from the 
Macon County Health Department, the 
Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation, the 
Jackson County Health Department, the 
Highlands Pharmacy and the Highlands 
Cashiers Hospital. I represented the town 
of  Highlands. 

These folks form a core group for 
developing the program. Creating an off-
site vaccination program will not be easy. 

There are a lot of  moving parts 
that have to be brought into a 
systematic program. It can’t be 
done overnight. This past Mon-
day meeting was a start, and 
more will be scheduled.

The Macon County Health 
Department is the lead agency 
in this initiative. Like all county 
health departments, they are 
the entry point for shipments 
of  vaccines to the county. So 
far, the health department has 
received limited deliveries from 

the state. The startup of  the county pro-
gram has been measured in that vaccines 
supplies for this first shot have to be bal-
anced with doing a course of  second doses. 
County health departments throughout the 
state have had to stretch their resources by 
having to quickly develop large vaccination 
programs and also provide other critical 
health services.

Yesterday, Phase 1B got underway at 
the health department with vaccinations for 
folks 75 and older. Phase 1B at the health 
department is a drive through process. Eli-
gible people can call (828) 349-2517, the 
COVID call center, for information on how 
to register and schedule an appointment. At 
the present time vaccinations will be given 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 
10a to 3p.

The primary challenge for setting up 
a vaccination site here on the plateau will 
center around procuring additional vac-
cine. A potential complicating factor is the 
number of  people continuing to stay in the 
area. A high number of  seasonal residents 
in the county have remained, but presently 
the state is allocating vaccine based on the 
number of  permanent residents. Kathy 
McGaha, the director of  the health depart-
ment, is in discussions with state officials to 
change that allocation formula to meet this 
unique situation.

A challenge for a community vaccina-
tion program here on the plateau will be to 
form a group of  volunteers who can work 
on the administrative processes. There will 
also be a need for retired medical personnel 
who can give the vaccinations. It will take 
about 15 to 20 people to operate the vacci-
nation site. It will require coordination, but 
I know this community can meet the chal-
lenge.

Clearing COVID-19 vaccination hurdles
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Only 13 Estate Lots remaining, call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods,   Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHLanDs Dining•

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p- until

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

(Closed Wednesdays)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

REOPENING 
February 12

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

• See 2020 page 8
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Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro 
wouldn’t be here today without trust, 
loyalty, and the continued support of 

our customers, and employees. 
So we send our best wishes for the 

New Year, and beyond.
We hope to see you soon!

Chef & Mindy Green

•obituary•
Wayne Coleman

Wayne Jackson Cole-
man passed away on Janu-
ary 8, 2021.

Wayne was born in 
Eastman, Georgia on April 
13, 1937 to Braudus (BJ) 
and Verma Coleman, but 
spent most of  his forma-
tive years in Reidsville, 
Georgia.

In eighth grade, 
Wayne was recruited for 
the high-school one-act 
play at Reidsville High. It 
was there he met a cute, 
bossy tenth-grader named 
Annette. They would go on 
to marry and spend the next 60 years together. 

He studied journalism, history and French at Mer-
cer University and the University of  Georgia. He began 
his career on a newspaper in Anderson, SC, but eventually 
found success in furniture sales at Rich’s and Mangurians. 
In the mid 1970’s, Wayne partnered with two friends to 
form Omni Manufacturing (Basic America Medical today), 
a firm that designed and manufactured furniture for nurs-
ing homes.

Wayne and Annette were deeply involved in Clair-
mont Baptist Church and Dunwoody Baptist Church 
(both in Atlanta), and First Presbyterian Church of  High-
lands (North Carolina). He was a popular Sunday School 
teacher in each congregation and had a knack for weaving 
historical context into a compelling story. He was never 
afraid to challenge traditional thinking. He sang in choirs in 
each church and was a sought-after soloist.

The theme of  performance never left his journey. 
Over the years he acted in plays at Dunwoody Baptist 
Church, Stage Door Players, Highlands Playhouse, Aurora 
Theatre, Actor’s Express, Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter, and others. Favorite roles included Big Daddy in Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof, Pseudolus in A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum, and Tevye in Fiddler on the 
Roof  (which he played twice).

Wayne and Annette spent most of  their adult year in 
Atlanta, but retired to Highlands, NC in 1997. In retire-
ment, Wayne remained active in the Highlands Men’s Cho-
rale, a local writer’s group, and the architecture committee 
at First Presbyterian.

Wayne loved to argue, politics in particular, and was 
quite adept at taking a contrary position to most anyone 
in the room. 

He always wore red socks.
Wayne is survived by three generations of  boister-

ous and opinionated family members in Atlanta, Georgia; 
Knoxville, Tennessee; and Denver, Colorado.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serv-
ing the Coleman family. Online condolences can be made 
at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

• Select Bank is coming to Highlands at Entegra loca-
tion on Carolina Way.

• Highlands School brings back alumni basketball 
game tradition

• Migrant workers get mobile health clinic
• Gun Sanctuary debate comes to Macon County
• The Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation is born.
• Gibbins Advisors named monitor of  Mission Health
• Historic Marker erected for Highlander Fletcher 

Wolfe in his hometown of  Norlina.
February
• HF & R names Davis Picklesimer Firefighter of  the 

Year.
• HS girls varsity Basketball team is Regular Confer-

ence Champs
• HCA’s billing system raises concerns in district
• Rape victims struggle to get services at HCA
• NC AG Josh Stein wants answers from HCA

• Highlands girls varsity basketball team beats BREC in 
LSMC championship

• Highlands PD “remembers” first Canine Officer Ruby
March
• Lack of  services at HC Hospital/HCA and transport 

issues are on the minds of  citizens
• Rep Mark Meadows vacates District 11 seat to become 

President Trump’s Chief  of  Staff.
• More SANE nurse access is needed in WNC
• Town OKs WideOpen contract at annual retreat
• COVID first comes to Highlands as woman traveling 

from Asheville self-isolates at HCC.
• COVID begins to affect all aspects of  life in NC, MC 

and Highlands.
• Town shutters all lodgings to restrict COVID
• Second visitor tests positive for COVID; admitted to 

HC Hospital
April
• Food banks are busy due to COVID job loss
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Help your community get better

SLOW Internet?
NO Internet?

Internet issues?
Help ind the gaps in your area that 
need better high-speed access.
Visit ncbroadband.gov or text 
“internet” to 919-750-0553 
to complete the survey.

*standard text messaging rates will apply

leave home for any reason other than 
work, school, exercise, health care needs 
or groceries.

“Simply put, don’t go places indoors 
where people aren’t wearing masks,” Coo-
per said.

“Every single North Carolinian needs 
to take immediate action to save lives and 
protect themselves and each other,” said 
Dr. Mandy Cohen, NC Health Dept. Sec-
retary.

Wednesday, Jan. 6, North Carolina 
saw another record high number of  hos-
pitalizations with 3,893 and the percent of  
positive tests in the state also hit a record 
high of  17.8 percent.

“There’s so much virus here in North 
Carolina and I’m very, very worried,” said 
Cohen.

The updated figures come as Gov. 
Roy Cooper extends his current executive 

I 
I 

Critical 
(Red} 

Substantial 
(Orange) 

Counties must meet: 

Case rate 

>200/100,000 new cases 
in 14 days with at least 
42 cases in 14 days.

101-200/100,000 new cases 
in 14 days with at least

21 cases in 14 days.

And meet one of these: 

Percent positive 

>10%

8-10%

Hospital Impact within the county* 

High Impact on county hospital(s) 

Moderate Impact on 
county hospital(s) 

What the ‘colors’ mean

order, which requires non-essential busi-
nesses to close at 10 p.m. and businesses 
to stop selling alcohol for on-site consump-
tion at 9 p.m. Cohen issued her own direc-
tive, emphasizing the importance of  pre-
vention methods like wearing a mask and 
staying physically distant from others, as 

well as urging people who spent time with 
others outside their household to assume 
they have the virus and get tested.

Meanwhile, the Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation is offering free COV-
ID-19 drive through testing Jan. 18 at the 
Village Green in Cashiers from 11a to 1p 
and at the Highlands Rec Park from 2:30-

4:30p.
Also, on January 25 at the Highlands 

Rec Park from 11a. to 1p and at the Village 
Green from 2:30-4:30p.

Registration is required by the Thurs-
day prior to Monday testing, email info@
mtnparkuc.com.

– Kim Lewicki
... HILLSIDE continued from page 1
would impact the community at Wednes-
day’s hearing, that discussion is set to begin 
on Jan 25.

Wednesday’s hearing was spent dis-
cussing applications by property owners 
surrounding the development’s proposed 
location, who have concerns about the 
development and would like to be deemed 
as a party “with standing” in the hearings 
moving forward.

The large-scale project was proposed 
by Macauley Investments and plans entail 
developing residential, hospitality, retail, 
entertainment, and other amenities over 57 
acres that extend from the Crossroads to 
just beyond Frank Allen Road along Hwy 
107, and Monte Vista Road along Hwy 64.

A petition opposing the development 
has circulated throughout the community 
and as of  Dec. 20 had 7,770 signatures 
from people throughout the area ““ High-
lands, Cashiers and beyond.

This is the second time the Council 
has discussed the Cashiers Hillside project 
after a continuance was granted at quasi-
judicial hearing on Nov. 16 to give parties 
who are opposed to the project time to 
hire experts and gauge the impact a devel-
opment of  this size would have on their 
property.

Jackson County Planning Director 
Mike Poston said the Cashiers Planning 
Council is the only municipal body that will 
hear the Special Use Permit application for 
the Cashiers Hillside project.

If  the Council approves the special 
use permit, the applicant will also need to 
seek a major subdivision approval from the 
Jackson County Planning Board.

If  the Special Use Permit is denied, 

the applicant can appeal the decision all the 
way to Superior Court.

What does “With standing” mean?
Jackson County Attorney Heather Baker 

said parties determined to have standing can 
testify, question experts, and object during 
hearings as the process moves forward.

Macauley Investments is being repre-
sented by Attorney Craig Justice, who point-
ed out parties determined to have standing 
can also be named in future lawsuits.

Baker said a party with standing is an ag-
grieved party, a person with a legal interest in 
the property (owner, tenant), a person who 
will suffer special damages as a result of  the 
decision, or an association connected to the 
decision with at least one member of  the as-
sociation determined to have standing.

Baker said Jackson County is required 
to notify all adjacent property owners of  the 
proposed development, but that does not 
mean they have standing, that is only one fac-
tor. Other factors are proximity or how the 
decision influences their property value. If  
they allege an effect on their property value, 
they will have to be able to show proof.

Special Damages
Baker said property owners may allege 

they will suffer from secondary damages, 
such as noise and light pollution, or traffic 
issues specific to their property and not the 
community as a whole, that can be consid-
ered special damages.

“One of  the best ways to look at a party 
with standing is to say are this person’s poten-
tial damages different from someone in the 
community as a whole,” said Baker. “If  any-
one in the Cashiers area could say, yeah I can 
say the same thing, it’s probably not special 
damages. Whereas, if  this person can say my 

driveway will intersect and I will not person-
ally be able to get out of  my driveway, or 
I will have light directly on here or noise, 
those are your secondary damages you can 
look at when considering this.” 

The Council, chaired by Michael Cox, 
discussed each application individually opt-

ing for consistency over expediency, hence 
the lengthy hearing. Approx. 25 applicants 
were discussed and many were found to 
have sufficient reason to have standing.

Those found not to have enough evi-
dence of  special damages were determined 

... CRITICAL continued from page 1
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa,   GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation,   too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks,   D.D.S.

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn

828.200.3050
bobhenritze@gmail.com•www.firewoodcompany.net

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The Firewood Company

Winter
in Highlands!

The Dry Sink • Main St. • Highlands

to be “participating witnesses with-
out standing,” who Baker said are 
still allowed to testify and question 
experts in future hearings.

During the hearing, applicant 
Yvonne Johnson was making her 
case about the effects the project 
would have on her property and 
mentioned the traffic problems it 
would cause. Justice asked if  she 
had consulted a traffic expert on 
the matter and she said she hadn’t. 
Justice said traffic impact studies 
from an expert are required when 
alleging traffic related damages.

Several property owners who 
are opposed to the development 
are represented by Attorney John 
Noor who told the Council that 
Wednesday’s hearing was about al-
leging damages, and not showing 
proof.

“We do have a legal differ-
ence of  opinion for standing as to 
whether or not you have to prove 
in addition to allege,” said Justice. 
“I will say that a number of  the 
statements that Ms. Johnson made 

appear to be without grounding in 
fact, statements about traffic, as 
you probably have been coached, 
requires a traffic expert.” 

Noor said there was no ob-
ligation of  proof  at Wednesday’s 
hearing.

“At this stage in the proceed-
ings what an applicant has to do 
is allege the damages,” said Noor. 
“They’re saying, I’ve looked at this 
and these are the problems that 
are going to affect my property. At 
the next hearing we will get into 
the substance of  the case, which is 
now I’ve got to prove for you what 
I alleged.” 

Baker said she agreed with 
Justice, that applicants need to 
show a little more than just alleging 
dasmages.

Stephen Macauley, principal 
of  Macauley Investments, said he 
believes the process to determine 
parties with standing was transpar-
ent and reasonable, and he looks 
forward to further discussion on 
Jan. 25.

“From adding to the econom-
ic vitality to improving infrastruc-

ture to addressing the need for 
housing diversity, there are many 
community benefits to Cashiers 
Hillside,” said Macauley. “Specifi-
cally, our expert team has created 
strategies in the development plan 
to responsibly address the Small 
Area Plan’s goals.” 

Jackson County has been 
working with the Village of  Ca-
shiers to develop a Small Area Plan 
for the Cashiers Commercial De-
velopment Districts and the sur-
rounding area since 2017.

The Jackson County Land 
Use Plan 2040 adopted in 2017 
recommended that Cashiers pre-
pare a plan that would guide future 
growth and development. This 
project presents the first opportu-
nity for residents, businesses, and 
other stakeholders to have a say in 
the Village’s future since the South-
western Commission prepared the 
Mountain Landscapes Initiative in 
2007-2008. 

This Small Area Plan, with 
participation by the community, is 
supposed to reflect the vision and 
unique identity of  the mountain 
community. The Plan will establish 

goals and create strategies relevant 
to land use, transportation, utili-
ties, natural resources, economic 
development, and more.

Macauley beliefs the Cashiers 
Hillside development satisfies 
those goals. He says those goals 
include:

• Cashiers Hillside will be a 
true village center in Cashiers as 
envisioned by the description of  
the Village Core character area, 
providing a mix of  uses ranging 
from retail businesses, to housing 
to public plazas.

• Businesses who lease within 
the project will be curated to com-
plement existing Cashiers busi-
nesses, not compete with them.

• The community plan in-
cludes multiple public parking 
structures that will serve not only 
the project itself, but also the civic 
spaces and business in the village.

• The project is designed to 
attract all age groups, including 
the younger demographic cur-
rently under-represented in the 
present market.

• Cashiers Hillside will add 
to the economic vitality of  the 
Cashiers-Highlands Plateau and to 
Jackson County revenues through 
its significant focus on year-round 
programming.

• Gardens located through-
out the development will be a de-
fining feature of  Cashiers Hillside, 
and the plazas, gardens and open 
spaces will be accessible to all. 
Connections to The Ramble will 
enable all Cashiers residents and 
visitors to access the amenities 
within the development.

• The infrastructure that will 
be created in the development of  
Cashiers Hillside will serve the 
greater Cashiers community, in-
cluding improved automobile and 
pedestrian connectivity and ef-
ficiency, sewage treatment, water 
and fire protection, and enhanced 
broadband connectivity.

• The Cashiers Hillside Foun-
dation, generated through real 
estate transfer fees and Property 
Owners Association fees, will ad-
dress community needs includ-
ing offering housing diversity for 
teachers, healthcare workers and 
more as well as ongoing financial 
support for the arts in the com-
munity.

... HILLSIDE continued from page 5
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RECLAIMED WOOD 

VANITIES 
INCLUDING BARN DOOR STYLES 

WITH GRANITE TOPS 
& CERAMIC SINKS 

(864) 678-8145
720 MAULDIN ROAD, GREENVILLE, SC 

M-F 9AM-6PM I SAT 8AM-6PM I SUN 1 0AM-6PM

ClliJ El www.HomeEmporium.com
Join our VIP Club for Special Discounts 

25.5" TO 
71" WIDE 

SINGLE & DOUBLE 
SINK STYLES 

$388 TO $988 

OTHER 
I .__. ' II .__. 1/ .__. I/ STYLES 

1;: •• �\3 jT
. AVAILABLE 

�� �J�� 

NEW STYLES 
ON THE WAY! 

� 

OM 
Where You Can Buy Almost Anyth/ng •• .'Almost! IT'S WORTH THE TRIPI 
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden,   Bri Field,   Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

• See 2020 page 9

...2020 continued from page 4

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu,   low prices,   FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dinner
Thurs. - Sat.

5p until

Closed for a week ... Reopening Friday Jan. 15

• Triage tents go up in area hospitals in 
preparation for COVID outbreak

• Macon County reports first death re-
lated to COVID

• Playhouse cancels live shows for 
2020 season.

• COVID affects town’s FY ‘20-’21 
budget

• WideOpen deal with town is dead
• Pisgah Legal Services come to High-

lands and Cashiers
• NC Governor Cooper outlines his 

3-phase plan
• Governor plan affects school stu-

dents
May
• Special TB meeting outlines changes 

to stay-a-home order; Gov. Cooper’s Phase 
1 plan to go into effect May 8

• Highlands PD Chief  Harrell leaves 
for position of  Chief  of  Franklin PD; last 
day is June 1.

• Highlands School Class of  2020 an-
nounces Vals and Sals: two Vals, Camren 
Dalton and Sayla Roman and Sal, Morgan 
Olvera

• Seasoned Glenville-Cashiers Rescue 
Squad Eldon Jamison dies attempting res-
cue at Whitewater Falls.

• Highlands opens back up... softly
• Board of  Ed outlines COVID gradu-

ation plans
• Fifth MC resident tests positive for 

COVID
• MC School System includes remote 

days for students
• David and Dawn Head die in vehicle 

accident over Memorial Day weekend.
• HCH Foundation to offer COVID 

testing
• TB hears restaurant requests; say 

Phase 2 opening at 50% was worth it.
June
• 13 apply for HPD Chief  position
• Crowds march for justice in support 

of  BLM.
• 3 Ws signs pop up around town
• NC mayors sign proclamation against 

Floyd murder and systemic racism; Mayors 
Highlands Pat Taylor and Franklin Bob 
Scott speak out

• Hungry bears are back.
• 2018 Scaly Mtn. ‘death by vehicle’ 

case decided.
• HCHF funds 200 hand sanitizer sta-

tions.
• Churches creatively tend to their 

flock.
• TB OKs requests for outdoor activi-

ties – pool and farmers market open with 
restrictions.

• Cawthorn to face off  with Davis as 
Republican candidate for District 11 seat - 
wins Meadows’ seat

• Andrea Holland is named Highlands 
Police Chief

• Census 2020 push begins
July
• MC Schools plan for school in Fall is 

still unclear
• Governor: Masks mandatory in NC; 

Phase 2 extended until July 17
• Town Hall employees test negative; 

one test pending.
• Plans in the works for schools teach-

ing options
• Greenway volunteers finish Oak 

Street spur
• Gov. Cooper says NC schools are 

to reopen Aug. 17 under plan B. Extends 
Phase 2 through Aug. 7

• Town Board mandates wearing 
masks in commercial areas.

• Highlands plans for all K-12, in-
school classes.

• Bear-resistant toter deadline is ap-
proaching; enforcement delayed due to 
backorder

• Board of  Ed outlines school start 
scenarios

• MC Virtual Academy details outlined
• Dave Cashion is named Highlands 

School Teacher of  the Year
• Highlands native Christopher Potts 

struggles with COVID in Florida
August
• Hill family steps down from Moun-

tain Findings board
• Highlands School sends off  Class of  

2020 at outdoor graduation due to COVID
• Hilary Wilkes runs for McCall’s seat 

on Board of  Ed and is seated.
• JAWbreaker mastermind could stay 

behind bars until trial
MC Schools Virtual Academy starts up 

Aug. 24
• HHS names Shaffner Archivist 

Emeritus
• Kirkin’ o’ Tartan takes place on Main 
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HOME FURNISHINGS 

BED & BATH 

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
FURNITURE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
9AM-5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828�526�5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

... 2020 continued from page 8

Call 828-526-3783
For an Appointment

Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hosp. Dr, Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Street and in KH Park
• HCHF to fund weekly in-school CO-

VID testing starting in September
• CEO/CNO Tom Neal asks town for 

water/sewer hookup for proposed work-
force housing at HC Hospital.

• Four MC schools suspend in-person 
learning due to teacher shortages from CO-
VID

September
• Survey points to employee housing 

need
• JAWbreaker kingpin is arrested for 

harboring a fugitive
• NC Gov. Cooper declares NC in 

phase 2.5
• Highlands Rec Adult Softball League 

Champs is the “Dirtbags”
• JAWbreaker kingpin Wade Ennis 

dies in transport to hospital 
• Rec Park facilities open with restric-

tions
• Remnants of  Hurricane Sally are 

headed for WNC
• COVID testing at schools in High-

lands and Cashiers begin
• Highlands new fire station gets green 

light.
• Highlands Historical Society’s annual 

Dahlia Festival takes to the streets.
October
• Parkin’ at PAC opens – drive-in mov-

ies. 
• Town says ‘yes’ to new pickleball 

courts
 • 4-day school week OK’d for K-5th in 

Macon County
• Governor eases COVID restrictions 

for indoor and outdoor events
• Halloween to be a drive-thru event 

around town
• Town denies HCA water/sewer 

hookup at hospital
• Town says ‘Don’t feed the bears: It 

will cost you $250’
• Rescue crews do welfare check on 

Whiteside Mountain
• Town employees to get COLA raise 

and doubled Christmas bonuses
November
• Town Board begins to review Smart 

Cities Project Proposals for broadband hwy
• Federal election results unclear for lo-

cal winners are clear
• Big Brothers Big Sisters merge High-

lands’ and Cashiers’ programs
• MC reports 8th death related to CO-

VID
• The town’s Comprehensive Plan is 

defined
• Color-coded county alert system is 

unveiled
• Board of  Ed member Goldsmith re-

signs
• Proposed Cashiers Hillside commu-

nity is unveiled
• Hotwire Communications to run 

• See 2020 page 14
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•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.• 

 For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove 

Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $165

Hotel Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary 
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s

$145 50-Minute Spa Treatments | $20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns Boutique

January 3 - April 1, 2021 | Sunday - Thursday
Now Booking Local Specials

Chestnut Hill,   
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands,   NC,   has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service,   Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

The Law of  Supply and 
Demand explains the 
interaction between 

a seller of  a resource and a 
buyer for that resource. We 
all know that, but we usually 
fail to follow the chain when 
making our own purchases. 
We see it at the grocery store, 
gas stations, and restaurants. 
(BTW, have you noticed fast 
food chains are catching up 
to restaurant prices?) 

For the last three years, 
the home inventory has been 
dwindling, thanks to con-
sumer confidence, and low 
interest rates. It made more 
since to buy an existing home rather than 
build a new home, even homes that a buyer 
thought needed extensive remodeling. 

In 2020, thanks in part to existing low 
interest rates, but mostly due to the pan-
demic, the available homes for sale have 
been like a revolving door, they barely get 
listed before they swing back around and 
are out of  available homes to buy. 

One would think with less residen-
tial homes on the market, buyers would 
buy land and build, and many of  them do. 
What these buyers are finding out is that it 
is not cheaper to build instead of  buying 
an existing home. With the law of  supply 
and demand, the existing homes are start-
ing to have higher prices, and those listing 
prices are not far from the sales price. It is 
still a seller’s market, but some purchasers 
don’t want to wait on a new build, so they 
will gladly buy a home in an area they like 

 Supply and Demand
in order to have almost im-
mediate use of  the property. 

The thing about hav-
ing a custom-built home is 
just that, it is built with what 
the buyer wants and/or 
can afford. Remember the 
early suburbia days in cities 
when a new development 
might offer three-to-six 
home plans to choose from? 
Our area isn’t about cookie-
cutter homes, and most de-
velopments have done very 
well at having a variety of  
homes. 

Back to the reality of  
home buying or building. 

It always comes down to the price. 2020 
brought us many nightmares, but oppor-
tunities as well. Some people say it’s “six 
of  one and half  a dozen of  another.” I 
mean, gas prices came down. OK, well, 
that’s one. I’m thinking, I’m thinking. On 
the other hand, most prices went higher, 
and are still headed that way. Everything 
from eggs to dog food, from the price of  
a 2 x 4 (and all lumber) to the paint, from 
antifreeze to winterize our homes to the 
cost of  replacing an appliance. Most every-
thing has gone up in price. I would imagine 
price escalation is something we are going 
to continue to see. People that provide ser-
vices, everything from firewood delivery 
and household cleaners, to plumbers and 
general contractors – anyone who pro-
vides a service is going to have to charge 
more for the services they provide to keep 
up with the costs of  providing their ser-
vice. (Geez, there’s another revolving door 
– money in, money out.) 

According to an online Realtor maga-
zine, in second-home counties, single-
home residential construction nudged 
ahead by 13.6% average rate as opposed 
to a 10.5% rate in other counties. They got 
those figures from the NAHB -- National 
Association of  Home Builders, who also 
state that 70% of  second-home counties 
are in rural areas. I expect our area will 
likely see more home builders come onto 
the scene, just like more Realtors are com-
ing to the area. 

In the boon times, there’s certainly 
room for all of  them. Right now, I keep 
hearing of  long waiting lines for build-
ers, and especially for home renovations. 
A few years ago, when times were very S 
L O W, contractors who were previously 
too busy to build a deck, replace a roof, 

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

828-526-3717

• See INVESTING page 14
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•spirituaLLy speaking • Proverbs 3:5

• pLaces to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC  • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY 

VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447  

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the 
Shortoff Baptist Church.

Worship times are on the 1st & 2nd Sundays 
Morning Worship 9AM • Evening Worship 5PM 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:30 PM
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 

9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,  Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

In every generation it has pleased the Lord for His fol-
lowers to figure significantly in the governments of  the 
world. The foundational example of  this is Moses and 

his unstoppable influence on Pharaoh and all of  Egypt. Sub-
sequently, Nehemiah stood before Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 
2:1), Elijah before Ahab (I Kings 17:1), Daniel before Nebu-
chadnezzar (Daniel 2) and Esther before Xerxes (Esther 5) to 
name only a few.

This pattern continues in the New Testament. Peter 
and John stood boldly before the Sanhedrin in Acts 4. The 
Apostle Paul declared the Truth of  Jesus Christ before Felix, 
Festus and Agrippa (Acts 24-26). Their influence, frankly, was 
incalculable. 

In recent days, the very bedrock of  our democracy has 
been shaken in ways that none of  us have seen in our lifetimes. 
Nonetheless, the plan of  God (explained above) remains the 
same. It is now the Church which is to figure significantly in 
the current events. This She does, through and by prayer. The 
Church (not governments) is the mightiest force in the uni-
verse. This is neither exaggeration nor hyperbole. 

The Psalmist asked the question many are asking today. 
Namely, “When the foundations are being destroyed what can 
the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3). Then remarkably he answers 
his own question with a statement about God! “God is in His 
holy temple. God is on His Throne! Isaiah tells us that this 
Throne of  God is an everlasting one. There will NEVER be 
an end to His government and Peace! (Isaiah 9:7). 

And God acts and works through the Church as she 
prays!

What if  Churches in America really had Prayer Meet-
ings? What if  Prayer were the platform for a meeting and not 
just a tag-on? 

How I encourage pastors to lead in this greatest ministry 
of  all! Many in our nation are fearful. The future seems pre-
cariously balanced. But our God is on His Throne! He will 
hear and answer confessing, repenting and believing prayer. 

The first prayer in Congress was given by the Reverend 
Duche on September 7,1774. This is what he prayed:

Be Thou present O God of  wisdom and direct the 
counsel of  this Honorable Assembly; enable them to settle 
all things on the best and surest foundations; that the scene 
of  blood may be speedily closed; that Order, Harmony and 
Peace may be effectually restored, and the Truth and Justice, 
Religion and Piety, prevail and flourish among the people.

Preserve the health of  their bodies, and the vigor of  their 
minds, shower down on them, and the millions they here rep-
resent, such temporal Blessings as Thou seest expedient for 
them in this world, and crown them with everlasting glory in 
the world to come. All this we ask in the Name and through 
the merits of  Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our Savior, Amen.

In response to this prayer Mr. Adams said, “It was 

The Church is 
the mightiest 
force in the 

universe
Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands 
Central Baptist Church

• See SPIRITUALLY page 14



Page 12 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 14, 2021 - 828-200-1371

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley,   PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley,   PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting,   LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd.,   Bldg. E,   Ste. 3
Waynesville,   NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects,   turf and landscaping projects,   

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

$17 for Black/White
$22 for Color



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen,   Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla,   SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT

RENTAL,   LLC
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...2020 continued from page 9

•cLassiFieDs•
FOR SALE
2012 LEXUS RX350, Pearl White exterior, Tan Leath-

er interior. Very well maintained. Mileage: 116,600.  Runs like 
a top, very good tires. Asking $11,500 Call: 828-713-6101. (st. 
1/14) 

2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT. Extended 
Cab. Red with leather interior. 4600 Miles. Like new. Asking 
$32,000 (st. 1/7)

WANTED
LOCAL RESIDENT LOOKING for small, 1 or 2 bed-

room rental while I build house. No pets. 828-200-9777. 
FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is accept-

ing CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at 
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED
GEORGIA WHOLESALE SPORTS – Wholesale dis-

tributor of fishing & Hunting supplies is looking for Sales Reps. 
Very aattractive commission program. If you love the outdoors 
and would like to sell fishing & hunting products we would like 
to hearf from you. No Phone Calls. Send resume to: Georgia 
Wholesale Sports, Box 298, Manchester, GA 31816. (st. 11/19)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGHLANDS NC – 
$500 sign-on bonus for Housekeeping and Dishwashing! Now 
recruiting for Dishwashers, Housekeepers, Turndown Atten-
dants, Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook, Assistant Farm Manager, 
Servers, Bussers, Catering Manager, Host/Hostess, Reservation 

Specialist, Front Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness Manager. 
Benefits offered after 90 days employment. Apply online: www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE ASSISTED LIV-
ING COMMUNITY in search of a CNAs, and Med Techs. Send 
resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL CLOTH-
ING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full 
time, part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to 

my clients. Stop paying agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HAVE YOU STARTED A HOME RENOVATION 
PROJECT DURING COVID-19 AND HAVE BECOME 
OVERWHELMED WITH FINDING THE RIGHT 
WORKERS FOR THE PROJECT?  Our crew is here to help!  
Contact us @ 828-482-2554 or email us @ scalyhousedesign@
gmail.com.  

DON AND RON MAINTENANCE – We pressure 
wash, handle electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. Property 
monitoring, hauling. Free quotes. 252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. 
(st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. Specializing 
in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/

Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Floor-
ing LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-• 7560. (2/28) 

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER – CNA trained. Cook, 
Clean, Errands, Personal care. Dog Walker. Excellent references. 
Covid immune. Computer literate. Call 828-200-4965. (st. 11/24)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & FABRICA-
TON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scan-
ning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus bonus room with 

2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959. (st. 
7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, septics, 
utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 resi-
dence. asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD behind 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property. 843-460-8015. 
(st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

•poLice & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries from Dec. 31. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials have been used.

Dec. 31
• At noon, officers responded to a 2-vehicle acci-

dent on Wingina Place.
• At 4:50 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle ac-

cident on US 64 east.
Jan. 3
•At 6 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle hit and 

run accident on Helens Barn Ave.
Jan. 5
• At 1:36 a.m., Brandon David O’Brein, 32 of Scaly 

Mountain, NC, was arrested for DUI on NC 106. He 
was issued a $1,500 unsecured bond. His trial date is 
Jan. 27, 2021.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Jan. 6
Jan. 6
• At 8:19 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle fire 

on NC 106.
• 9:01 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Hideaway Trail.
• At 11:16 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Zachary Road.

• At 11:28 the dept. was called about smoke on 
Brushy Face Road.

• At 3:55 p.m., the dept. was called about smoke on 
Bowery Road. 

Jan. 7
• At 9:08 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Raintree Lane.
• At 8:33 p.m. the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Buck Creek Road.
• At 10:44 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

location on Main Street.
Jan. 8
• At 8:51 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Shelby Drive.
Jan. 10
• At 10:58 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm 

on Main Street.
Jan. 11
• At 10:45 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor 

vehicle accident on US 64 west.
• At 10:47 p.m., the dept. responded to a call of 

smoke on the Cashiers Road.
• At 11:46 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to 

Highlands Plaza.

town’s broadband highway
• HCA gets MAMA a new chopper
• AHEC rounds out tech needs at Highlands School
December
• The paving of  Main, 4th, and beyond is on again; 

work to begin March 2021
• Carol Arnold is selected to fill Goldsmith seat on 

Board of  Ed.
• COVID cancels 2020 Christmas Parade
• NC Governor tightens restrictions due to COVID
• Town takes hard stance on garbage regulations in 

town; fees to be levied.
• Town urges citizens to fill our Comprehensive Plan 

survey
• Mission could get COVID vaccine by end of  week.
• COVID closes Rec Pool for afternoon and evening 

swimming due to CO VID
• Annual Wreaths Across America to be virtual
• Highlands School to go virtual week of  Jan 4
• 900 trout to be released in area private lakes through 

winter
• Residents and staff  at ELC are first to get COVID 

vaccine
• How COVID changed the Highlands and Cashiers 

real estate market
• MC Schools unveils winter weather/COVID plan.

– Kim Lewicki

...INVESTING from page 10
remodel a bathroom, etc. were able to answer the call and 
gladly take on small jobs, now they’re accepting jobs, but 
the start-date may be months away. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if  buying real estate (homes or 
land) could be as easy as a Rolling Stones lyric? Take it 
away, Mick: “You can’t always get what you want” (Re-

peat 3x because it just sounds better that way) “But if  you 
try sometimes, well, you just might find, you get what you 
need.” 

I hope you get what you need in 2021. Remember 
supply and demand doesn’t mean you demand until it is 
supplied. Play by the rules, be nice to one another, and let’s 
enjoy this beautiful place we call home. 

enough to melt a heart of  stone.”
May this be our prayer to our Great God who has given 

and entrusted to us this land of  the free and the home of  the 
brave.

...SPIRITUALLY from page 11



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
   https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
   https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers,   Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands,   NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com
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D A V I D  L E V I N E
B R O K E R

CELL: 828-482-2844 
DAVID@DAVID-LEVINE.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner,   BIC
828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street,   Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

See you 
again early 

Spring!

REOPENING 
February 12

Please call for 
reservations

Making Deals. Making History. 
Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS 
sales for a single broker this year closing over 
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings! 

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented 
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS. 
She represented 100 happy clients in closed 
transactions in 2020. 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke 
the Highlands sales history by selling over a 
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020. 

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303 
Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001 
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017 
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019 


