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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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HAPPY EASTER!

Though many churches are still closed to in-person services or offering pared down services, and 
annual Easter egg hunts are cancelled, Easter is still coming with all its sacred and secular trappings 
that represent new life, new beginnings and rebirth.  After the year that was, we all need a little 
whimsy.  Above left is an Easter Egg Tree at Park on Main. Right, at the old jail is JB (short for Jail 
Bird) dressed and ready for Easter. Happy Easter to all!                – Photo by Kim Lewicki

These days call for a little whimsy! NC may 
join others 
and expand 
Medicaid

By Brittney Lofthouse
With millions in federal 

funding now available for states 
who expanded Medicaid under 
the COVID19 relief  bill, the 12 
states, including North Carolina, 
that have not already done so 
have began to revisit discussions. 

Expanding Medicaid first 
became an option to states in 
2014 through the Affordable 
Care Act, commonly known as 
Obamacare, yet North Carolina 
and 11 other states have not yet 
expanded Medicaid within their 
states. About 2.2 million people, 
who earn too much for Medicaid 
and too little for Obamacare sub-
sidies, fall in that coverage gap na-
tionwide, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

Funding from the COV-

Nationwide the vacation rental 
industry has been under attack and 
Highlands is no different. 

Citizens claim the industry has 
transformed their quiet neighbor-
hoods into noisy vacation districts 

with more vehicular traffic, excessive 
noise and even trash being left out on 
the street.

Mayor Pat Taylor and the Town 
Board have discussed the subject on 
multiple occasions, mostly address-

ing problems they can do something 
about, like noise and trash, by using 
the police department, which by all ac-
counts has been able to keep problems 
at bay.

• See STRs page 12

Balancing the good and bad of STRs

• See LAND USE page 17

The March Land Use Com-
mittee meeting agenda was ex-
tensive discussing everything 
from outdoor lighting, to building 
codes, to plastic wrap being used 
for temporary enclosures, to sub-
division compliance and more.

Much of  what was discussed 
has been addressed over the years, 
but with planning directors com-
ing and going, in some cases the 
enforcement of  ordinances has 
slipped through the cracks. In ad-
dition, since the Unified Develop-
ment Ordinance (UDO) is a “liv-
ing” document, verbiage is often 
tweaked as issues come up.

Lighting was discussed at 
length.

“Doing things and asking 
for forgiveness doesn’t work with 
me,” said Commissioner Amy 
Patterson in regards to the use 

Land Use 
Committee 

tweaks 
ordinances



•Mayor on Duty•
• The PlaTeau’s PosiTion •

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•Hic’s View•

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

•weatHer•

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse 

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www.HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703, 
Highlands, N.C., 28•• 741 

Al l  R ights  Reser ved . No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or de-

sign elements may be used without 
permission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted. Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. 

Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper -  Thurs., April 1, 2021 - 828-200-1371

Anyone driving in High-
lands is encounter-
ing the extensive road 

paving. In addition, we should 
all be concerned about traffic 
safety as we cruise down newly 
paved roads while Highlands 
opens for the impending post 
pandemic season.

I recently attended a meet-
ing of  the Transportation Advi-
sory Committee of  the South-
western Regional Planning 
Commission. The guest speaker 
was Brian Murphy, a NCDOT traffic safety 
specialist. He presented some very interest-
ing statistics concerning traffic safety.

Brian pointed out that while travel 
miles in the state decreased in the year of  
the pandemic, fatal car crashes across the 
state went up from 1,470 in 2019 to 1,649 
in 2020. The good news for the surround-
ing 7-county area was that the number of  
fatal crashes went down significantly, from 
34 in 2019 to 17 in 2020. The puzzling thing 
about the state’s increase in fatalities during 
this period was that there was a dramatic 
decrease in total miles traveled by the mo-
toring public. Reported car crashes also de-

creased during this period from 
316,955 in 2019 to 271, 887 in 
2020. Experts continue to ana-
lyze what caused the increase in 
fatalities. 

Bringing these numbers 
down to the local level is infor-
mative. Brian showed a slide of  
crashes and fatalities for Macon 
County and Jackson County for 
the ten-year period from 2010 
to 2020. Macon County has 7, 
730 crashes and 67 fatalities dur-
ing the 10-year period. Jackson 

County had 8,412 crashes and 61 fatalities.
In Highlands we had 518 crashes for 

the 10-year period. That averages about one 
car crash per week. The good news is that 
we had no fatalities in the last 10 years which 
is truly good news. Nevertheless, we all need 
to be vigilant in our driving to make sure 
that statistic does not change. 

Basic driving practices can help, such as 
not driving while impaired and not texting. 
There is no need to drive anywhere in the 
town limits at a speed over 35 mph. Our 
smaller neighborhood streets mostly have 
posted limits of  20 or less. Stopping at stop 
signs, like the newly installed ones at NC 28, 
Satulah and South Streets is also critical. 

Another area of  concern for me is 
the safety of  our pedestrians and bicycling 
community. Accidents involving these two 
groups were up statewide during the pan-
demic period. It might be because more 
people were walking and biking while stay-
ing at home. Nevertheless, we need to be 
aware of  walkers and cyclists in Highlands, 
especially in the downtown area. There is no 
reason to be driving down Main Street over 
15 mph, especially where there is parking in 
the center of  the street.

Local walkers also have a responsibility 
to be alert concerning vehicles. While more 
sidewalks are desirable, sidewalks on every 
and on both sides of  the street is not go-
ing to happen. Folks need to remember that 
small town streets are primarily vehicular 
roadways.  

Let’s continue to keep Highlands safe, 
by being responsible, alert and patient. No 
need to rush.

Stay alert while driving, walking and bicycling
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Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Only a few Estate Lots remaining, call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours • 12-9p
Closed Mon.-Wed. 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

(Closed Wednesdays)
474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

NOW OPEN
Wednesday - Sunday 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. • Dining Room at 5:30 p.m.
Please call for reservations

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro 
wouldn’t be here today 

without trust, loyalty, and the 
continued support of our customers, 

and employees. 
We hope to see you soon!

– Chef & Mindy Green
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I? EST AU RA t-1'{ 
OPEN FOR OUR 

32nd 

�EA�ON
Tues. - Sat.

Dinner starts at
5:30 p.m.

Serving Easter Brunch
11:30a - 2p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

NOW OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30
7 nights a 

week

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-3pm 
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC

www.highlandssmokehouse.com

'4)11?/,,.�
�/py 

<if� �cend � 

Rack of Lamb for 2 
Rosemary Roasted Potatoes 

Salad 
Key Lime Pie $31.95 

We Prepare You Cook 
Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

e. I 



•HigHlanDs Dining•

I? EST AU RA t-1'{ 
OPEN FOR OUR 

32nd 

�EA�ON Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Paoletti

Reservations: 828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

OPENING THURSDAY, APRIL 8
For our 37th Season!

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Closed Tues. & Wed. in April

Proudly Introducing 
Chef de Cuisine Alberto Rodriguez and 
Wine Director/Advanced Sommelier 

Kyle Tarczynski
Come See What’s New on Our Menu

Ristorante
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Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Open Friday-Sunday
11a to 5p

•obituary•
Lucille Nix Wil-

son 82, of  Highlands 
passed away Monday, 
March 22, 2021 at her 
home. She was born 
August 14, 1938 in 
Rabun County, GA to 
the late Dewey L. Nix 
and Lillian Mozelle 
Owens Nix and was 
married to the late Rev. 
Walter Wilson who 
preceded her in death 
in 2011. Lucille worked 
as a business adminis-
trator for the US For-
est Service for 33 years. 
She loved traveling and liked to brag that she had traveled 
through all 50 states and a few foreign countries. She loved 
her Dotson dogs. Lucille was a longtime member of  the 
Eastern Star and member of  Shortoff  Baptist Church 
where she was a clerk, treasurer and made bulletins for the 

church. 
Survivors include her daughter, Lisa Wilson Nor-

ris (Lester); two grandchildren by heart, Haley and Gavin 
Small; a sister, Christine Lowe (Bill) of  Highlands; a very 
special friend, Clara Nix. In addition to her parents and hus-
band, Lucille is preceded in death by her stepmother Gladys 
Neely Nix and a brother, Bruce Nix. 

Funeral services were held Friday, March 26, 2021 at 
the Highlands First Baptist Church with the Rev. Andy Clo-
er officiating. Burial followed at the Clear Creek Commu-
nity Cemetery. Pallbearers were Yogi McCall, Roger Wilson, 
Doc Wilson, Bryan Hopps, Dennis Francis and Bud Wilson. 
Honorary pallbearers were Bert McCall, Jerry Nix, Gavin 
Small, Jeffery Britt and Kevin Nix. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks that donations be 
made to Clear Creek Community Cemetery, C/O Joan 
Hicks, 288 Persimmon Road, Highlands, NC 28741 or The 
Highlands-Cashiers Humane Society, 200 Gable Drive, Sap-
phire, NC 28744.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving 
the Wilson family. Online condolences can be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Lucille Nix Wilson

•business/organization news•
Dr. Richard Starnes, Provost at Western Carolina University, was the speaker at the 

Rotary Club of  Highlands on Tuesday, March 16. Despite the challenges and restric-
tions posed by Covid-19, student enrollment is at an all-time high, and student retention 
and graduation rates are very positive.  These metrics result in a ranking of  one of  the 
leading Universities  in terms  of  curriculum and affordability by U.S.  News and World 
Report. Additionally, capital additions to the campus include a new science facility, 
dormitories and steam plant.

Dr. Starnes addresses Rotary

ID19 relief  bill has been increased over the next two years 
to encourage states to adopt expansion for the first time. 
Under the federal legislation, states will be reimbursed 90 
percent of  the cost of  expanding Medicaid. 

Last week, leaders from across Western North Caroli-
na participated in in a Town Hall listening session hosted by 
the North Carolina Rural Center, Care4Carolina Business 
Development Council, and the Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority which focused on the economic impact of  clos-
ing the healthcare coverage gap in North Carolina. 

Senator Kevin Corbin said estimates suggest expand-
ing Medicaid in North Carolina could provide health in-
surance to over 600,000 people in the state. Consequently, 
he has been working with fellow Republican Senator Jim 
Burgin to introduce a bill in the Senate to expand Medicaid. 

Senator Corbin previously sponsored a bill in the 
House, House Bill 655, which would have expanded Medic-
aid last year, however the bill did not get the needed support 
to make it through the House of  Representatives. 

Senator Corbin said that much of  the holdout around 
Medicaid Expansion is political and believes that voters 
in the state however will support a fiscally responsible ap-
proach.   

“We had a primary election and a general election that 
we won handily. It did not hurt me. And I’ve got one of  the 
most conservative districts in the state. So, I don’t buy that 
argument,” said Corbin on Friday.

Senator Corbin said that he and Senator Burgin will be 
filing a bill in the Senate that looks at expanding Medicaid, 
but also provides working families in North Carolina the 
resources they need to be successful.

Graham County Commissioner Dale Wiggins, a Re-
publican, has been a longtime advocate for Medicaid ex-
pansion. Wiggins served as a panelist and shared that while 
working on Governor Roy Cooper’s Council for Healthcare 
Coverage, one of  the main reasons he supports expanding 

• See MEDICAID page 6

...MEDICAID from page 1



Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
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Walk to Main Street from this 
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bath home with a view. 

Bonus room, Garage. Covered patio. 
MLS#95725 • $715,000.

Walk to Main Street!

BLAIR REALTY
315 Country Club Drive
Highlands, NC   28741

BLAIR: 828-421-6995 • MARGARET: 828-421-1295

healthcare is looking at what he be-
lieves the Bible teaches.  

“Do you see Jesus walking 
over to someone who is sick and 
saying ‘Do you have a job?,’” asked 
Wiggins.  

Dogwood Health Trust Presi-
dent Dr. Susan Mims, Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority CEO 
Casey Cooper, Vice Chair of  

Macon County Commissioners 
Ronnie Beale, NC Rural Center 
President Patrick Woodie, and 
Care4Carolina Business Advi-
sory Council Board Chair Peg 
O’Connell were also panelists. 

Cooper explained that ex-
panding Medicaid would prevent 
a financial bleed currently expe-
rienced by the Eastern Band of  

the Cherokee Indians and would 
be vital to keeping rural hospi-
tals open during a time so many 
across the country are closing 
their doors. 

Macon County Commis-
sioner Beale noted that expand-
ing Medicaid in North Carolina 
would save county governments 
millions of  dollars each year if  
only due to the amount of  mon-
ey they spend to provide health-
care for inmates. 

Currently, local govern-
ments cover the medical expens-
es for inmates – under Medicaid 
Expansion, more inmates would 
be eligible for Medicaid, tak-
ing the financial burden off  of  
county governments. 

Macon County is on track to 
spending more than $500,000 on 
healthcare for inmates this year. 
Just one inmate over the last year 
cost the county $50,000 a month 
in medical expenses. 

NC House of  Representa-
tives Mike Clampitt and Karl 
Gillespie spoke at the event and 
noted that with Western North 
Carolina’s current mental health 
crisis paired with opioid abuse – 
considering Medicaid Expansion 
now may be the best route to go 
to get needed resources in WNC. 

North Carolina Republicans 
aren’t alone in considering Med-
icaid Expansion seriously for the 
first time; last week Republicans 
in Wyoming and Texas intro-
duced legislation that would take 
up the issue in their states. 

...MEDICAID continued from page 5

Senator Kevin Corbin and other leaders from across WNC participated in a Town Hall meeting held at Southwest-
ern Community College which focused on the economic impact of closing the healthcare coverage gap in North 
Carolina.



Highlands Newspaper -  Thurs., April 1, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Great log cabin in Highland Hills 
near Half Mile Farm with deeded 
access to Apple Lake. This log 
cabin has rustic log walls with high 
ceilings to let in lots of daylight, 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths with a large 
great room open to the dining room 
and kitchen. It also has a large loft 
for a second living area. The living 
room has a stone wood burning 
fireplace for enjoying on those 
cool nights. This cabin is completely 
furnished with exceptions and 
ready to enjoy, there is also a 
great view of apple lake from your 
covered back deck. You will enjoy 
this quite peaceful neighborhood 
close to downtown Highlands. 
Offered at $650,000.  mls #95988 

On the corner of 1st and Oak 
St . protected by a hedge of 
rhododendron and laurels, sitting 
on a little knoll is this cute, cozy 
3BR/3BA “old highlands” cottage. 
The in-town location is convenient 
to everything! The home exudes 
rustic mountain charm with knotty 
pine paneling, exposed rafters 
with vaulted ceilings throughout, 
hardwood floors and wood burning 
fireplace create a casual ambiance. 
The 3rd bedroom is downstairs 
with an outside entrance making 
it perfect for long term guest or 
airbnb. With a little TLC this home 
could be your forever home. Zoned 
residential or commercial. The home 
is currently used as residential and 
grandfathered in as such.  Offered at 
$875,000.  mls #95998

Great House at Highlands Falls 
Country Club. Recently renovated 
and move-in condition, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, 2 car garage,  great decks 
offer wooded and ridgeline views. 
Inside features an open plan with 
vaulted ceilings and a custom kitchen. 
A wonderful getaway home. Offered 
at $625,000.  mls #94842

23.06+/- acres with a 1 BR 1 
BA home that was started in 
1972 and completed around 1995, 
additional 3 BR 1 BA farmhouse 
on the property built in early 
1900’s. Property has been in 
the Cash family since 1930. Great 
views. Property adjoins USFS lands. 
Offered at $850,000.  mls #95443

Highlands Falls Country Club. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath Chestnut cove unit 
will not last long. good condition and 
can be customized to your standards. 
Offered at $295,000.  mls #95255

Horse Cove. First time on the 
market longtime family vacation 
home. Open deck and screened 
porch to enjoy the stream below 
and view of the neighboring pond. 
4 bedrooms, 2 full baths and 2 - 1/2 
baths. Basement with laundry room 
and 1/2 bath. Lots of storage. Offered 
at $799,000.  mls #95668

Located in HFCC, this Craftsman 
style home has a great screen porch 
with fireplace and open deck. Great 
room features Heart pine floors and 
2 stone fireplaces. Custom kitchen. 
Bar, powder room, and master suite 
complete with gas fireplace. Upper 
level  has kids playroom, 2 bedrooms 
with an adjoining bath. Lower level 
has laundry, huge storage room that 
doubles as a kennel. Family room 
has pool table, sitting room with 
fireplace. 2 bedrooms each with 
ensuite baths. A two-car garage and 
a view of Whiteside mountain round 
out this wonderful package. Offered 
at $1,895,000.  mls #95669

Now here is an opportunity you 
may not see again in Highlands! 
This beautiful, quiet parcel is 36-
39+/- unrestricted acres backed by 
USFS. All of it above 4,000 ft. Comes 
complete w/ 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
solidly built home and a pretty pond. 
Living area/great room/loft layout 
with lots of glass. Parcel begins 
on left a good ways before pond 
(see survey tape) and runs toward 
end of Shortoff Road. Old road 
bed on property provides walking 
access through land up Shortoff 
Mountain to USFS lands.  Offered 
at $1,700,000 mls #93768

5 Bedrooms, 4 baths, not your 
plain Jane ranch.  Very unique with 
heavy logs, lots of stone and wood.   
Lovingly restored with central heat 
and air and meticulously maintained 
by the current Owner.  Offered at 
$875,000.  mls #95804

This immaculate home, has granite 
counters and custom cabinets in the 
kitchen, updated tiled bathrooms, 
large sunroom, hot tub room, double 
garage, lots of special touches 
throughout. A lush green lawn and 
landscaping with creeks, fences, 
fire pits and so much more, a 
30X36 Morton barn complete with 
workshop.  Offered at $679,500 mls 
# 93385

Apple Mounta in Shoppes is 
investment property that doesn’t 
fade away in these volatile times.  
Great high traffic location on 
Highway 64 near all of the Country 
Clubs and the Briar Patch Shop 
is this great complex for you to 
own and operate or just rent out 
for a steady income. Offered at 
$1,199,000.  mls #92678

2,700 SF+- Commercial building 
located near Highlands Falls Country 
Club. Great exposure and wonderful 
setting over looks a bold creek 
and room for dwelling or addition. 
Offered at $575,000.00.  mls #95919

Come see this completely renovated 
cottage on .85 acres with Big Creek 
running in the back yard off the deck.  
Vaulted ceilings, wood floors, lots of 
privacy with all the living on the main 
level.  Fire pit, carport and workshop.  
Offered at $$475,000.  mls # 95095.

Located in the beautiful Hickory ridge 
Road area off 106 in Scaly Mountain 
community. This Mountain farm 
features a 3-bedroom dwelling with 
exercise and mancave. Vaulted ceilings, 
fireplaces, huge Carolina room porch 
with fireplace.  The property is over 
8 acres with pond, barn, and a huge 
garage with lift. Could be horse 
friendly with some fencing. Offered 
at. $850,000. mls #95334

Turn of the Century 480 Winfield 
Farm has 4.7 acres and borders 
USFS land.  View, frog pond, awesome 
perennials, fenced garden plot, 
fire-pit, porches, room for yard 
games, dogs, kids, horses? Main 
house has 3+BR/2.5Bath with 1 car 
attached garage, Stone wood burning 
fireplace, wood floors and Large 
master suite on Main. Guest house 
is perfectly placed on property and 
has 1 BR/1Bath with 2 car garage, a 
canning basement with keeping room. 
All has been renovated, updated, 
and made neat as a pin. Offered at 
$679,000.  mls #94617



I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dinner
Thurs. - Sat.

5p until

Dine in within our heated, weather-proof enclosure!

212 South 4th Street 

the New 

OLD 
EDWARDS 

SHOP

PROVISIONS
 LOCA L  M A R K E T  G O O D S

Old  Edwards

Featuring
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Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

White Oak Realty 
Group

828-782-0472

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.•
The two most important words in the world
“Good mannwwill open doors that the 

best education cannot” 
(Clarence Thomas).

I think my Mom said it best 
when she reminded all five 
Gleeson kids each night at 

the dinner table…”the two most 
important words in the world are 
Please and Thank You,” (I know, 
it’s actually 3 words). 

These are demanding times 
in the Real Estate business. No 
matter where you live, property 
is flying off  the shelf. There are 
more Buyers circling than ever, 
and less inventory than ever. Buyers want 
it NOW. Oftentimes, they buy a house be-
fore they see the house. Sellers want top 
dollar, tending to price their properties 
aspirationally instead of  realistically. This 
puts pressure on a real estate transaction. 
Trust your Broker to bring some much-
needed civility to the process.

In addition, there’s an undeniable 
shift in today’s culture brought on by the 
pressures of  the pandemic, and simply not 
being able to see someone’s smile. It seems 
as though individual behavior is much less 
civilized than it used to be. Just take a look 
at our leadership in Washington and you’ll 
see what I mean. As Franklin Graham said 
last Sunday “we need a little more Cocker 
Spaniel on the front porch, and a little 
less Pit Bull in the back yard” in society! I 
agree. Back to those two most important 
words in the world, please and thank you. 

Let’s begin with thank you. Thank you 
Lord, for creating a place like Highlands 
and Cashiers, North Carolina, a place 
where people truly want to visit, to be, and 
to live. Thank you for the Champions in 

our Government and in our 
Community who protect these 
lands, for people like Mayor Pat 
Taylor who “gets it:” and Julie 
Schott (Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust); and Charlotte 
Muir (Highlands Biological Sta-
tion), and Matt Canter (Brook-
ings Fly Shop, and Trout Un-
limited). In many ways, our 
water, woods, and fields of  clo-
ver are in their hands. Thank 
you for the little guy, the un-
seen hero. You know her and 
him. The one that bought your 
cup of  coffee anonymously, 

the one that picked up trash for a mile 
along the roadside, the one that stopped 
their car as that group of  seasoned citizens 
crossed Main Street. Thank you to my fel-
low Real Estate Brokers who serve their 
Clients with excellence and who use please 
and thank you with ease and genuineness. 

As for the word please, may it fre-
quently become the word that starts our 
sentences, the one that breaks through 
your mask and puts a sparkle in your eye. 
An old friend gave me sage advice one 
time. He said “remember Pat, you are your 
word.”

In closing, please enjoy your Easter 
weekend and thank you for reading.

• Pat Gleeson, Bee, Tom, Christal, 
Michael, Susie and their dog Gemma are 
Helpers and Brokers of  White Oak Realty 
Group, in downtown Highlands (4th Street 
across from the Old Edwards Inn). Since 
2009, White Oak Realty Group remains 
one of  the leading boutique brokerage 
firms on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau. 
You can reach all of  us at 828.526.8118.

The Bookworm will be 
open Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday in April from 11-3. 
Please come visit to see what 
is new!

Now open 
Thurs.-Sat
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Julie Osborn, RealtorBroker-in-Charge 

REALTY GROUP Office: 828-526-878--! I Cell: 828-200-9179
295 Dillard Road, Hi ghlands 

Wildcat Cliffs Office, 5121 Cashiers Road, Highlands
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com I julie@patallenrealtygroup.com PatAllenRealtyGroup.com 

Pat Allen, 
SFR,CLHMS 

Broker-in-Charge 

107 Hemlock Lane
Estensive gardens with lush landscaping, a view 
that looks over the 17th hole of the golf course, & a 
floor plan that invites entertaining in both indoor 
& outdoor spaces will have you calling this Wildcat 
Cliffs CC home your own. Offered furnished, 
this home also boasts a generator & an elevator. 
Membership to Wildcat Cliffs CC is appurtenant 
to the property. 

Offered for $650,000, MLS 95336.

Lot 10 Cotswold Way 
A +/-2.6 acre parcel located in The Cotswolds, 
with several potential building sites that offer 
coveted southern exposure, is sure to have you 
beckoning your dream home. Hike through native 
rhododendron forests in spring, summer, & fall. Enjoy 
serene surroundings while only a few minutes’ drive 
to Main Street in Highlands. 

Offered for $199,000. MLS 94789.

272 Azalea Lane
Overlooking the 12th fairway of the coveted Wildcat 
Cliffs CC golf course, this villa also features views of 
the lake & long-range views of Whiteside Mountain. 
Add that to the sounds of the babbling stream 
below, & you have the makings of pure relaxation. 
Let go of stress & enjoy all the comforts of this home 
& the amenities of Wildcat Cliffs Country Club. 
Membership to Wildcat Cliffs CC is appurtenant 
to the property. 

Offered for $475,000 furnished! MLS 95689.

356 Main St - $5,700,000
Looking to escape big city life, but not yet ready for a 
rocking chair to retirement? Own a piece of historic 
Main Street Highlands. Large retail showrooms, 3 
apartments, loading dock, offices, & upper decks 
that overlook Main St. offer possibilities limited 
only by one’s imagination. Owner is offering 
50% financing. Contact Pat Allen for details, 
828.200.9179. 

TBD Birchwood Dr, Lot 2
Combining luxury living with nature makes 
The Birches one of the most desirable areas in 
Highlands. Underway is this one level luxury, 
free-standing 3BR/3BA cottage, with the option of 
finishing the upper level for 2 additional bedrooms 
& baths. High-end finishes, 2 fireplaces, screened 
porch, 2-car garage & completion date of summer 
2021 add to the mountain bliss! Membership to 
Wildcat Cliffs CC is appurtenant to the property. 

Offered for $1,275,000. MLS 95664.

TBD Birchwood Dr, Lot 1
This underway luxurious free-standing cottage in 
The Birches, behind the gates of Wildcat Cliffs CC, 
is adjacent to Secret Falls. This 3BR/3.5BA cottage 
will spotlight high-end appliances, luxury finishes, 
hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, two-car garage, an 
elevator option & option to finish out the bonus 
area above the garage with an additional BR & BA. 
Membership to Wildcat Cliffs CC is appurtenant to 
the property. 

Offered for $1,175,000. MLS 95663.

Drone Shot



Mountain Findings 
Thrift Store

Open every Friday & Saturday 
in April

10a to 1p
Cash or Check ONLY

Masks & 
Social Distancing required

432 Spruce Street • Highlands

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

ARE YOU READY FOR HIGH SEASON?
The Firewood Company
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Kenny Youmans

•on tHe sunny siDe•
The History of Easter

Easter is a Christian holiday 
that celebrates the belief  
in the resurrection of  Je-

sus. The resurrection occurred 
three days after Jesus was crucified 
by the Romans. The holiday con-
cludes the “Passion of  Christ,” a 
series of  events and holidays that 
begins with Lent - a 40-day period 
of  fasting, prayer and sacrifice. It 
ends with Holy Week, which in-
cludes the celebration of  Jesus’ 
Last Supper with his 12 Apostles. 
Palm Sunday begins the week be-
fore Easter and represents the day 
Jesus entered into Jerusalem.

The English word “Easter” 
takes its name from Eostre. Eostre 
is a goddess from Anglo-Saxon 
England. Eostre is the Goddess of  
Spring or renewal (new life). The 
Apostles believed that the death of  
Jesus and His resurrection gave us 
“the gift of  eternal and new life,” 
meaning that those of  faith will be 
welcomed into the “Kingdom of  
Heaven.”

How did eggs and rabbits be-
come associated with Easter? The 
fact is that eggs, like the rabbit, 
have long been an ancient symbol 
of  fertility and new life - all things 
associated with the springtime cel-
ebration of  Easter.

The rabbit was a symbol of  
new life and fertility in pre-Chris-
tian times. Its association as an 
Easter symbol is said to have origi-
nated in Germany, as early as the 
16th century. German children be-
lieved if  they were good, the Eas-
ter Bunny would leave them treats, 
sweets and colored eggs. That was 
the beginning of  the Easter bas-
kets. When the Germans settled in 
Pennsylvania in the 18th century, 
they introduced the Easter Bunny 
to the United States.

Germany also gets credit for 
the custom of  the Easter egg hunt. 
Its origins date back to the late 
16th century when the Protestant 
reformer Martin Luther organized 
egg hunts for his congregation. 
Easter Egg Hunt’s later became a 

tradition in England in the 19th 
century. England was the first to 
introduce chocolate eggs.

“Here comes Peter Cotton-
tail

Hopping down the Bunny 
trail

Hippity hoppity, hippity 
hoppity

Easter is on its way
Bringing every girl and boy
Baskets full of  Joy
Hippity, hoppity
Happy Easter Day”

I remember as a young kid, 
my mother would always have 
new Easter outfits for my sisters 
and me for Easter Sunday. Eas-
ter Sunday at church was always 
special. After church there would 
be an Easter Egg hunt with all the 
families participating. 

“May every cloud above you
Give way to skies of  blue
And on Easter morning
Let only Joys shine through.”

Happy Easter!



A Post and Beam Masterpiece: 3BR 4Bath on 96 acres in 
Lake Toxaway. Privacy, views, subdividing possible, trails, stream 

& small waterfall. Offered for $2,795,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 
producing office on the Plateau 

2020

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Featuring your favorite vendors.
We look forward to seeing you at 

Kelsey-Hutchinson Park!
Pine Street • Highlands

Highlands Marketplace
Open Every Saturday 

beginning
Saturday, April 3

8a to 12:30p
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•ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

All About Books

Another hodgepodge of books

It’s time once again for me 
to share my reviews of  
books I’ve read lately. Per-

haps you’ll find one or several 
among them to add to your 
TBR list.  

The Further Adventures 
of  Sherlock Holmes: The 
Stalwart Companions (H. 
Paul Jeffers)

When a reader enjoyed a 
column I wrote about the many 
Sherlock Holmes books I’d 
read, he sent me this title as a 
suggestion. I found it of  particular interest 
right now in our turbulent political times 
for its historical reference to the contest-
ed election that resulted in Rutherford B. 
Hayes becoming our 19th President. I had 
no idea, and I love learning tidbits like that. 

Parts of  the book are told in the first 
person by Teddy Roosevelt as he embarks 
on an adventure with Sherlock Holmes in 
NYC. This is a tale of  Sherlock Holmes 
pre-Dr. Watson, and we get glimpses of  the 
man he would become. 

It’s a short book, running only 170 
something pages for the main story. After 
the adventure ends, the last section drags 
a bit. It supplies the historical details that 
gave birth to the story and make its premise 
plausible. It was simply more information 
than I wanted but didn’t make the main 
story any less enjoyable.

Good Sam (Dete Meserve)
Romance is a genre I don’t often read, 

but this one stole my heart. It made me 
smile, and who doesn’t need a good smile 
these days. 

Kate Bradley is a television reporter 
assigned to a feel-good story, not her stan-
dard fare. She’s known for reporting trag-
edy, horrific accidents, that sort of  thing. 
She’s a smart character, successful because 
of  her drive and reporting chops, and she 
too is intrigued by the story of  Good Sam, 
someone who is giving away money to 
seemingly random strangers. And doing it 
anonymously. 

It’s a mystery, a romance, and feel-
good story all mixed together. I’m smiling 

just thinking back on it.
Death by Dark Roast: 

A Charleton House Mystery 
(Kate P. Adams)

Coffee, Gin & Tonic, a cat? 
All are huge parts of  Sophie 
Lockwood’s life. As cafe manager 
of  Charleton House’s several ca-
fes, she’s one busy lady, but not 
too busy to investigate the ap-
pearance of  a dead body at a fes-
tival on the grounds of  the stately 
home. 

I’m a mystery fiend, and this 
mystery is right up my alley for three reasons 
-- it includes a cat, a bit of  history, and witty 
dialogue. #1 A plump cat named Pumpkin 
lives with Sophie. #2 A costumed actor 
gives a talk as Samuel Pepys and provides 
interesting tidbits I’d not heard before. #3 
The entire book is filled with witty banter. 

Aspire to Die: An Oxford Murder 
Mystery ( M.S. Morris)

I must admit I was drawn to this book 
because of  its Oxford setting, and I was not 
disappointed. 

The author paints a vivid picture of  the 
college town I was fortunate enough to visit 
in 2018. Detective Inspector Bridget Hart 
is the main character, the single mom of  a 
teenager. She’s realistically drawn, a middle-
aged woman who worries about getting 
enough exercise, eating less junk food, tak-
ing care of  her daughter, and building her 
career all at the same time. 

The mystery about the murder of  a 
popular and promising Oxford co-ed is 
well-plotted. I was happy to follow the red 
herrings to several erroneous conclusions 
until all was revealed.

Perhaps one or more of  these books 
will resonate with you. Happy reading!

• Award-winning author Kathy Ma-
nos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her 
cozy mysteries locally at Books Unlimited 
in Franklin and on Amazon. Contact her at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/. 
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S...Hop Around

364 Main Street
Highlands, NC
828-526-9415

FY ‘19-’20 Room Tax 
(online booking amount)

Total: $755,964.54 
($136,938.36)

July – $111,189.04 ($9,093.53)
Aug – $107,345.6 ($9,204.82)

Sept – $ 85,398.18 ($10,152.95)
Oct – $100,907.91 ($11,334.23)
Nov – $70,672.61 ($8,316.69)
Dec – $62,961.42 ($12,142.09)
Jan – $37,151.73 ($10,375.23)
Feb – $37,213.11 ($9,695.21)

March – $17,809.36 ($3,928.73)
April – $748.82 ($559.36)

May – $32,591.63 ($16,531.44)
June – $91,975.13 ($35,604.08)

FY ‘20-’21 Room Tax 
(online booking amount)

Total: $844,595.57 
($267,618) 

July – $157,172.81 ($47,309.08)
Aug – $149,867.73 ($44,629.51)
Sept – $119,051.34 ($37,593.96)
Oct – $154,174.93 ($48,352.81)
Nov  – $116,644.29 ($32,494.1)
Dec – $81,018.47 ($31,731.28)

Jan – $66,666 ($25,507.26)

While some people see no prob-
lem with the short-term rental market 
(STR) – only seeing the economic 
gain – Mayor Taylor said he has con-
cerns about the long-term impact on 
Highlands.

Nationwide, STRs have been 
blamed for housing shortages and ris-
ing home prices and that’s going on in 
Highlands, too..

But homeowners, especially sec-
ond-home owners, say they have the 
right to earn money off  their invest-
ment. Obviously, the per night rate is 
more lucrative than the monthly rate 
of  a long-term or year-round rental.

Highlands has had a robust STR 
industry long before AirBnB and 
VRBO hit the scene. Second-home 
owners like the flexibility of  using 
their homes when they want to and 
earning extra income when they don’t 
– they get to have their cake and eat 
it, too.

“While Highlands has a long his-
tory of  vacation rentals, the new trend 
toward STRs is different,” said Mayor 
Taylor. “There is the proliferation 
of  VRBO and AirBnB rentals that 
have constant turnover of  renters. In 
a way, we have extended our limited 
hotel capacity into the neighborhoods 
where there are a large number of  
homes that are rented throughout the 
year without the owner ever living in 
the residence. These homes become 
in many respects “mini motels” in 
residential zones.”

He said that boils down to the 
STR market impacting Highlands’ 
traditional seasonal residential popu-
lation.

“A concern I have is the loss of  
a permanent core community base 
composed of  full-time and seasonal 
residents. I have had feedback from 
some neighborhoods that they are 
losing seasonal neighbors who would 
live in Highlands for part of  a year. 
Instead, many neighborhood houses 
are becoming VRBO and AirBnB 
units. 

In addition, Mayor Taylor said 
the new STR phenomenon has 
changed the make-up of  available real 
estate in the area. 

“The long-term rental market 
has almost vanished. People wanting 
to work and rent in Highlands find 
it difficult to find available units,” he 

said. 
Unfortunately, because of  its 

prolific vacation rental market, High-
lands’ affordable long-term rental 
housing shortage has been discussed 
for decades with no solution in sight.

Negative aspects aside, Mayor 

Taylor said the STR market may be 
helping younger folks buy homes in 
Highlands and continuous short-term 
rental of  the property helps pay the 
mortgage. 

“But, if  we have an economic 
setback like the Great Recession, the 
fall out in the STR market could be 
severe,” he said.

One up-side, at least for munici-
palities and their chambers of  com-
merce and visitor centers, is the oc-
cupancy tax STRs bring in. So, Mayor 
Taylor said there are economic posi-
tives in having STRs. 

“The room occupancy tax grows 
as STRs proliferate as does sales tax 
revenues. For many Realtors and 

homeowners, the STR market is good 
income. Restaurants and entertain-
ment venues benefit also,” he said.

The occupancy tax in Macon 
County is 3% of  the accommodation 
rate whether a STR, hotel, motel or 
even a campground.

In North Carolina, the money is 
sent to the county, in Highlands’ case 
Macon, which keeps track of  funds 
generated. After it takes a handling fee, 
the money is sent back to where the 
funds were generated and distributed 
to the chambers of  commerce and 
visitor centers through the local Tour-
ism Development Authority.

The Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce and the visitor center re-
named Visit Highlands NC, depend 
on occupancy tax money to function.

Since 1983, local occupancy 
taxes enacted via legislation passed by 
the North Carolina General Assem-
bly have been a popular and effective 
means of  growing the visitor economy 
in North Carolina communities and 
Highlands is no exception. In fact, 
recessions aside, in Highlands, occu-
pancy tax money has increased steadily 
year after year.

From July 1, 2020 through Janu-
ary 30, 2021 the amount has been as-
tronomical.

During the Highlands Town 
Board retreat in March, Director of  
the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce 
Kaye McHan said though throughout 
the nation, the hardest hit enterprise 
during COVID 2020 has been tour-
ism, Highlands totally missed the bul-
let. “We really lucked out,” she said.

And 2021 is already looking 
good.

“As occupancy tax proceeds can 
attest, 2021 is opening up. We have 
had more traffic during our slower 
months,” said McHan.

Like the town’s, the chamber’s fis-
cal year begins July 1 and ends June 30.

Occupancy tax proceeds from 
July 1, 2020 through January 30, 
2021 have already surpassed the total 
amount of  occupancy tax dollars for 
the previous fiscal year July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020 and FY ’19-‘20 
clocked in 14% higher than FY ’18-’19.

The total occupancy tax proceeds 
for FY 2019-2020 were 755,964.54; the 
total for July 1, 2020 through Jan. 2021 

• See STRs page 16

...STRs continued from page 1



The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands, NC
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S...Hop Around Highlands this weekend!

BAGS 
on MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main Street

828-526-9415
338 Main St.

526-4777

828-526-3160

Beautiful New 
Looks Have Just 

Arrived!

Winter
Clearance
Continues
75% Off

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 81st season on Main StreetAll the sumptuous stylish brands you love!

the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

S. 4th street 
526-4473

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

NEW LINES! NEW LINES!

Whimsy and 
rejuvenation 

for Easter!  • Free People 
     • THML • Michael 
       • Stars •Z Supply 
      • Vintage Havana
         Jeans by:
     • Joes •AG    
       • Citizens 
             • Hudson
             • Mother
             Shoes by:
                       • ShuShop
  • Diba
         • Matisse
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u s e  c o d e :  l o c a l l o v e 3 0
f o r  3 0 %  o f f  a l l  g a  b a s e  c a m p  t i c k e t s

The Bascom: A Center for the Vi-
sual Arts is pleased to welcome Dr. Karin 
Peterson as its new Executive Director 
starting mid-April. Peterson comes to The 
Bascom with more than twenty years of  
service on the faculty of  Sociology at the 
University of  North Carolina Asheville 
and has recently served as Interim Provost 
at UNC School of  the Arts (Winston-
Salem, NC), and Interim Provost at UNC 
Asheville.

A sociologist of  art, Peterson brings 
an interdisciplinary approach to visual cul-
ture and an appreciation for the resonating 
power of  art for individuals and communi-
ties. Peterson holds a Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of  Virginia (Charlottesville) and an 
advanced degree from L’Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris).

“During her tenure at UNC Ashe-
ville, in addition to being a dedicated 
teacher-scholar, Dr. Peterson led a wide 

The Bascom names Dr. Karin Peterson executive director
variety of  academic initiatives. 
Most recently, as the Univer-
sity’s acting director of  Arts and 
Ideas, Karin brought campus 
community members together 
to produce a series called Art 
for our Times. In this series, fac-
ulty and students explored the 
themes of  COVID, race and our 
democracy through the arts. As 
this and much of  her work illus-
trate, Dr. Peterson has a deep appreciation 
for the role of  the arts in the liberal arts cur-
riculum and in our society, and has demon-
strated throughout her career, a unique abil-
ity to translate that appreciation into practice. 
Her work has played a key role in supporting 
UNC Asheville’s mission as a high-quality, 
student-centered institution,” said Garikai 
Campbell, Provost, University of  North Car-
olina Asheville. “I’m confident Dr. Peterson 
will bring the same creativity and passion to 

her work at The Bascom as she 
has given to UNC Asheville and 
the other institutions to which 
she has contributed.”

When asked about her new 
role, Peterson said, “I am elated 
to serve an organization that has 
a strong vision for its future, a 
talented staff, and a dedicated 
Board of  Directors. The Board 
and Staff  have adopted an am-

bitious strategic plan whose realization will 
allow us to best serve the multiple com-
munities in our region with innovative pro-
gramming that impacts people of  all ages, 
and that addresses the connections between 
the arts, education, and wellbeing. It is a 
privilege to join them at this pivotal mo-
ment.”

In announcing the new Executive Di-
rector for The Bascom, Board Chair Bill 
Reeves stated, “Attracting Karin Peterson as 

our new Executive Director is a transfor-
mative development in the history of  The 
Bascom. On behalf  of  the Board, the staff, 
and our loyal supporters, we are delighted 
to welcome Karin to the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Plateau and to The Bascom.”

Reeves added, “With her impressive 
professional credentials, her proven man-
agement skills, and her exceptional personal 
qualities we are confident that Karin will 
provide aspirational leadership to take us 
to the next level of  excellence in our evolu-
tion. I encourage each of  you to take ad-
vantage of  the numerous opportunities to 
meet our new leader in person in the com-
ing months.”

The Bascom is open year-round, Tuesday-
Saturday 10 am – 5 pm, and offers free admission 
to all exhibitions. The campus is located at 323 
Franklin Road in Highlands, NC. More informa-
tion about the Bascom’s exhibitions and educational 
programs can be found at www.thebascom.org.

Dr. Karin Peterson

•business/organization news•
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� SUMMER HOUSE 
BtJ Reef/es 

Newly Renovated Showrooms • Bedroom Furnishings • Beautiful Bed & Bath Store 
Monday - Friday 9:00 - 5:00 I Closed Sundays 

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 828-526-5577 I 2 Miles From Main Street 
SummerHouseHighlands.com 

WHITE GLOVE DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHEAST & BEYOND 

•biz/org news•

It’s Spring Cleanup time at 
the Highlands Playhouse

Jeannie Mullen
Boardmember

On Thursday, March 18th, the exterior 
grounds of  the Highlands Playhouse were 
given a much needed freshening up by a 
seven person grounds crew on loan from 
Highlands Falls Country Club (HFCC). 
Fred Gehrisch, Golf  Course Superinten-
dent and a full-time resident of  Highlands, 
was gracious enough to loan a small contin-
gent of  workers for a morning of  pruning, 
shaping and weeding at the Playhouse. “We 
have been doing these types of  projects for 
over 15 years now. The members and man-
agement at Highlands Falls are honored to 
be a part of  the Highlands Community and 
we hope that this small donation continues 
to improve our town,” said Gehrisch. 

The idea for the partnership came 
from Sandie Trevathan, a member of  
HFCC since 1996 and Vice President for 
the Playhouse. “When the subject of  a 
spring cleanup arose after the first of  this 
year, I remembered that Highlands Falls 
did a “community project” each year. Ask-
ing Fred seemed like a logical first step in 
getting an overall landscape project start-
ed,” Trevathan explained. 

At this time of  year, the HFCC crew 
would normally be focused on fine tuning 
a comprehensive golf  course renovation 
project at Highlands Falls. “Due to the 
rain, we experienced that particular day it 
was just too wet to do any construction or 

maintenance on our own golf  course. We 
were able to send our crew, headed up by 
my assistant, Chris Cowan, over to the Play-
house. With the Playhouse being high on a 
hill, it was actually a reasonably dry place to 
work. We sent over a small crew, headed up 
by my assistant, Chris Cowan. They were 
able to put in about 28 manhours and took 
two loads of  debris to the dump,” Gehrisch 
explained. 

Jason Macaulay, General Manager at 
HFCC put the spotlight squarely on Geh-
risch and his crew. “Highlands Falls Country 
Club applauds the efforts of  Fred and his 
crew to donate time to benefit this special 
community that so many of  us call home. 
Many of  our members and some staff  have 
served on local Boards in their desire to give 
back. Fred has found an excellent way to 
give back and to fulfill his desire to help our 
community despite his busy schedule.”

The Playhouse is preparing to reopen 
after a lengthy shutdown due to the pan-
demic and will soon be announcing its 
planned summer stock theatre schedule. In 
advance of  reopening, many such sprucing 
efforts are underway both inside and out. 
Playhouse President, Dave Healy, remarked 
recently “We greatly appreciate the willing-
ness of  the management and grounds crew 
at Highlands Falls Country Club to donate 
their time to help the Playhouse look it’s best 
when we announce the start of  our 83rd 
season.”
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our £aay of tlie Mountains Catlio{ic Cliurcli 

J-ffeli{amfs, NC 

Holy Week Schedule 2021 

The Triduum will be held at St. Jude's Catholic Church 

{3011 US-64 Sapphire, NC 28774) 

Holy Thursday Mass 6 pm 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross 12 pm 

Good Friday Liturgy 3 pm 

Holy Saturday Liturgy 8 pm 

Easter Sunday Mass 

St. Jude's 9 am 

Our Lady of the Mountains 11 am 

Olmhighlands.com 

Taking Care Of Your Mental Health During A Crisis 

3 Sessions - FREE 
Highlands Recreation Center 

Monday 9:30 -10:30 Wednesday 9:30 - 10:30 Friday 9:30 - 10:30 

April 21, 2021April 19, 2021  April 23, 2021 

Featuring: 

David B. Hodgson, Counseling Psychologist and 

Delta Air Lines Pilot Interviewer - Retired 

Topics For Discussion lnclu 

Becoming Resilient In The Face of Uncertainty Monday: 

Wednesday: 

Friday: 

Decision Making In A Crisis 

Emotion Is NOT The Enemy 

Managing Yourself In A Crisis 

is already $844,595.57.
As it turns out in those seven months of  

FY ’20-‘21, STRs through multiple online rental 
agencies (AirBnB, HomeAway, VRBO and oth-
ers) were responsible for about one-third of  oc-
cupancy tax proceeds - $267,618.

The highest occupancy rate months for 
FY ’19-’20 and so far for ’20-’21, were both in 
July, 111,189.04 and $157,172.81, respectively. 
But the highest occupancy tax proceeds from 
on-line rental agencies didn’t match up.

In FY ‘19-’20, the highest on-line rental 
month was June at $35,604.08 and so far, for 
FY ’20-’21 it is October at $48,352.81.

As McHan said, obviously occupancy tax 
in general – whether from hotels and motels or 
from on-line rental agencies -- translates into 

people spending money in Highlands’ dining es-
tablishments, shops and venues.

“We need to be careful if  considering cur-
tailing this industry,” she said.

So far, in FY ’20-’21, occupancy tax pro-
ceeds from on-line rental agencies jumped from 
being between 1/5 and 1/6 of  the year’s total to 
accounting for about 1/3 of  proceeds.

With all that occupancy tax money coming 
to Highlands, the mayor and most of  the Town 
Board wants to use some of  it to offset infrastruc-
ture expenses to roads, bathrooms, sidewalks, 
parks, etc.

“Tourists use our infrastructure,” said Mayor 
Taylor. 

Verbiage in current legislature is ambigu-
ous when it comes to exactly what occupancy 

tax funds can be used for, though some mu-
nicipalities across the state have been able to 
garner some of  it for performing arts centers 
and parks. 

Other than the tree lighting, the fireworks 
and plantings which the chamber pays for with 
occupancy tax money, Mayor Taylor and staff  
are working up a list of  items it would like the 
Chamber to consider funding with occupancy 
tax funds on a consistent basis.

Meanwhile, concerning STRs several 
towns have set up standards and regulations.

“I do not want to ban STRs, but I do think 
we need some regulation which establishes ac-
countability and responsibility,” said the mayor. 
“Most rentals go very smoothly, but there have 
been problems and issues of  overcrowding of  
units, parking, trash collection, and safety issues 

which should be reviewed.”
Mayor Taylor said one community requires 

periodic inspections of  STRs that are operated 
year-round. Such inspections are similar to in-
spections of  fully operational bed and breakfast 
units and hotels. 

“Maybe there should be a distinction be-
tween a fully operational STR and an occasional 
rental by a primary homeowner.”

Questions about STRs were on the High-
lands Community Plan questionnaire and the is-
sue is expected to be addressed when the Com-
munity Plan is presented this summer.

Mayor Taylor said he has no problem with 
STRs in commercial zones because they fall un-
der normal business operations but it’s a balanc-
ing act in residential zones.

– Kim Lewicki

...STRs continued from page 12

The Highlands Chamber of  Commerce 
is hosting its annual Plateau Pickup in April. 
After considerable discussion about safety 
of  volunteers and the amount of  trash 
needed to be picked up, the Chamber has 
decided to extend the 2021 Plateau Pickup 
to two days: April 10 and April 17.

On April 10 pickup assignments will 
be the US Highways 64, 106 and 28. April 
17 will be the downtown area. Families 
are encouraged to participate. For safety, 
younger children will be assigned with 

Plateau Pickup  April  10 & 17 this year
parents in the downtown area.

Volunteers will meet both dates at 
8:30 a.m. at Kelsey Hutchinson Park. Social 
distancing will be practiced during the 
pickup. Bagged breakfast and lunch will 
be served by Fressers Courtyard Café to 
volunteers, and everyone will be supplied 
with gloves, pick up tools, safety vests, 
garbage bags, and a “thank you” tee shirt.

For more information or to sign up 
contact the Chamber at (828) 526-2112 or 
visitor@highlandschamber.org.
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...LAND USE continued from page 1

• See LAND USE page 21

of  string lights around town. “There aren’t 
supposed to be string lights over parking 
areas, point blank. It makes the place look 
like a used car lot.”

Years ago, exterior lighting in the com-
mercial district revolved around the Dark 
Sky Initiative – pole lighting is to be direct-
ed down, lighting for sidewalks and alleys is 
supposed to be level with the walkways not 
“10 feet in the air and everywhere.”

“The job of  lighting is to illuminate 
walkways not to attract business,” said 
Commissioners Donnie Calloway and 
John Dotson. “It’s not supposed to act like 
an advertisement or draw attention to a 
business or a building.”

Dotson said excellent “normal” light-
ing can be an attractant of  its own.

Commissioners suggested in the fu-
ture the Planning Board should be more 
careful when looking a building plans, so 
the issue of  lighting doesn’t come back 
after the project is built out. They also 

suggested showing the Planning Board ex-
amples of  good (allowed) and bad (not al-
lowed) lighting.

For instance, they suggested low lights 
inserted along exterior walls to light walk-
ways or alleys which would eliminate the 
need for lights to be strung up later. 

As per the current code “Access light-
ing may be used only in dining areas and pri-
vate property walkways.”

Subdivision issues
A request from the Shelby Association 

for approval to sell the Shelby Place Club-
house 0.82 acre lot which is part of  the com-
mon area greenspace, brought up the issue 
of  the number of  lots allowed in the cluster 
subdivision.

There were 100 potential lots approved 
for the 3-phased Shelby Place cluster subdi-
vision in 1984. Though sold, not all of  the 
lots have been developed and were bought 
just as buffers. Currently, there are 43 homes 
-- 19 sit on a one-lot  parcel, 14 homes sit on 

a 1.5-lot parcel, 9 homes sit on a 2-lot parcel 
and one home sits on a 2.5-lot parcel. Col-
lectively, 43 homes sit on 60.5 lots.

The committee concluded that it would 
be OK to sell the clubhouse, since water-
shed requirements and greenspace alloca-
tion appear to be in compliance, but what 
came to light is that in many cases, the lots 
where one home straddled either two lots, 
2.5 lots or 1.5 lots have not been combined 
and recorded as legally required.

“Legally, they have to be combined,” 
said Town Manager Josh Ward. “If  the lots 
aren’t combined into one, theoretically the 
owner could come back later and build an-
other house which would put the subdivi-
sion out of  compliance.”

Commissioner Patterson agreed.
“We need an official recorded lot, not 

people splitting lots in half  or building over 
the line. And not just a gentlemen’s agree-
ment.”

Commissioner Calloway said the UDO 

has to be amended to address the combi-
nation of  lots so it’s clear it has to be legal 
in every case even outside of  Shelby Place.

Asst. Planner Michael Mathis said the 
UDO also has to be amended to include an 
ordinance requiring all commercial build-
ings to comply with the North Carolina 
Building Code. Evidently, the UDO has 
an ordinance requiring residential build-
ings comply but not commercial buildings.

Mathis also suggested amending the 
UDO to require all streets in subdivisions 
be paved as follows:

“In private residential subdivisions, 
hard surface paving such as asphalt or con-
crete is required for all private, single-fami-
ly residential subdivision streets requiring a 
right-of-way designation. They must in all 
other respects meet the requirements of  
Town Ordinances.”

Also addressed was plastic wrap be-
ing used during the cold months for out-
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner provided
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the 
Shortoff Baptist Church.

Sunday Morning 9AM
Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM

Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 

9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass:  Wed. noon (Latin), Thurs. noon, Fri. 9a, Sun., 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
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I cannot imagine a more hopeless situation, feeling or 
emotion which must have consumed the women on 
their way to the Lord’s tomb on that first Resurrec-

tion morning. 
At first glance it seems to be a rather nondescript 

expectation. Namely: What do you do when someone 
is buried? You visit the grave. You have no expectations 
beyond that. Only memories of  what preceded. 

I submit that on no other morning in the history 
of  the world has hopelessness hung in the air so thickly. 
The darkest cloud would scarcely have been as dark as 
their own emotional midnight.

After all: Isn’t hopelessness warranted when God 
dies?

Jesus had claimed to be God. And now: He was 
dead!

Hopelessness is usually found in any diagnosis of  
depression. It can be the cause or the result. And death 
can come in many forms. There can be death emotion-
ally, domestically, financially, socially, vocationally or 
spiritually.

A person can easily believe there is no hope; death 
has consumed it.

But when the women arrived at the tomb, they en-
countered an angel. This angel explained to them that 
Jesus had in fact risen from the dead! Just as He had 
indeed said! (Matthew 28:5-7). This announcement filled 
the women with joy (Verse 8).

Then (almost unbelievably so) the very One who 
had died was standing before them and greeting them 
with warmth and compassion just as He always had.

Jesus was alive!
Ever since, this Good News has changed the whole 

world!
Jesus Christ Himself  is the Blessed Hope (Titus 

2:13). 
I assure you dear friend, that Jesus overcomes hope-

lessness as easily as He overcame death. 
Pursue a relationship with Him today. Talk to Him. 

Don’t concern yourself  with religious sounding, churchy 
words. Talk to Him from your heart. Better still, pour 
your heart out to Him. He is not in a hurry. He will listen 
until you’re finished. 

Get to know this Resurrected Savior. He is alive to-
day and will be alive forever more (Revelation 1:17).

And this Easter Sunday be sure and go to Church 
• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

He gives us 
hope that 
cannot die

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 
Church
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First Presbyterian Church of Highlands Holy Week 2021 
We are currently working to safely reopen. Until 

we do, prerecorded online 
services can be viewed on YouTube by searching 
"First Presbyterian Church of Highlands NC" 

DYouTube 
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL! 

Happy Easter! 
Visit www.fpchighlands.com for more information. 

_.,••w• 0
471 Main Street PO Box 548 _.,,.11,- 0

0 :. 'iffil: 
OWQ dwb

0 -� Highlands, NC 28741 : •• �  �;  ,.,,, 828-526-3175 , • .,, 
Rev. Curtis Fussell & Rev. Emily Wilmarth, Pastors 

and worship the One who now lives. He died on the Cross for your sins. He has paid the 
penalty. He did this for you because He loves you.

The great hymn writer Charles Wesley put it like this:
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia
Sons of  men and angels say, Alleluia
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia
Sing ye heavens and earth reply, Alleluia
Indeed; He gives us Hope that cannot die!

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries 

from March 16. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

March 16
• At 11:32 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a one-vehicle accident on NC 
106 at Talley Road.

• At 12:06 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a one-vehicle accident on 
North 5th Street.

March 24
• At 3 p.m., officers responded 

to a call of a burglary and breaking & 
entering at a residence on Sequoyah 
Drive where two TVs valued at $300 
were stolen.

March 25
• At 3:55 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a call of some communicating 
threats and defrauding an innkeeper 
at El Azteca Restaurant in Highlands 
Plaza where a patron threaten the 
owner and walked away without 
paying.

March 29
• At 8:53 a.m., Matthew Devon 

Perkins, 28, of Franklin, was arrested 
for unauthorized use of a motor ve-
hicle, failure to appear for possession 
of methamphetamine and possessing 
drug paraphernalia and failure toe 
appear for a warrant on extradition/
fugitive from another state. He was 
issued a $20,500 bond. His trial date 
is April 12, 2021.

 The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from March 25.

March 25
• At 1:54 p.m., the dept. investigat-

ed the cause of smoke at a residence 
on Mountain Shadows Road.

• At 2:02 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a Co2 alarm at a residence on 
Bowery Road.

• At 2:24 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a motor vehicle accident on 
Hicks Road.

• At 8:39 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to Cashiers Fire Dept.

March 26
• At 2:41 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a Co2 alarm at a location on 
Church Street.

• At 3:44 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a call of smoke in a residence 
on 4 1/2 street.

• 4:23 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a motor vehicle accident on US 
64 west.

• At 7:06 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence  Satulah Ridge road.

• At 11:20 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid to Cashiers FD.

 March 27
• At 7:32 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Satulah Ridge Road.

• At 7:52 a.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a call of a power line down on 
Smallwood Drive.

March 28
• At 9:26 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Oak Street.

MCPH scheduling evening appointments; 
getting J&J and  Moderna

April 6th through the 12th, Macon 
County Public Health (MCPH) will receive 
an additional shipment of  vaccine (in ad-
dition to the 600 Moderna, sent weekly), 
which will include 700 doses of  the John-
son and Johnson Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine. Macon County will be hosting a 
vaccine clinic into the evening hours, to ac-
commodate those who are unable to come 
during the normal clinic hours. Thursday, 
April 8th and Monday, April 12th, MCPH 
will be giving the Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine from 3:00pm to 8:00pm. The 
Moderna vaccine will be administered at all 
other clinics this week.

Macon County Public Health has be-
gun to vaccinate all individuals who are 18 
years of  age or older, regardless of  health 
status or employment. Macon County 
Public Health has worked through a ma-

jority of  the existing waitlist, including those 
who previously qualified for their vaccine.

Appointments are available to all who 
qualify and want the vaccine.

Macon County Public Health would 
also like to remind the public that the best 
vaccine to receive is the first one that you are 
offered. Each vaccine currently available in 
the United States are shown to be effective 
at preventing severe COVID-19 infections, 
which lead to hospitalization and potentially 
death. The sooner more are vaccinated, the 
quicker we will begin to return to a sense of  
normalcy.

Individuals that want to receive a CO-
VID-19 vaccine, must call Macon County’s 
Vaccine Call Center at 828-524-1500 to 
register and schedule an appointment. The 
Macon County Vaccine Call Center is open 
Monday – Friday, from 8am to 5pm.
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$20 for Black/White

$25 for Color
Weekly Classified Rates

$6 for 10 words.
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight
Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

$5 for graphic

...LAND USE continued from 
page 17
door dining around town. 

Commissioners agreed that during the pandemic 
things were overlooked, but before the town can OK plas-
tic wrap to enclose outdoor dining, outdoor dining has to 
be allowed in the first place and then a Special Use Permit 
must be obtained for wrap to be used for a specific amount 
of  time. 

They also suggested using something other than 
plastic wrap – maybe glass panels instead – but those too, 
would only be temporary.

No action was taken regarding these issues. Typically, 
the Land Use Committee submits its report to the Plan-
ning Board for its consideration.

– Kim Lewicki

• Plateau Pick Up – April 10 & April 17
• Highlands is Blooming- May 9 
• Meander in May – May 22
•Fri. & Sat. Outdoor Concerts May 22 – Oct. 31
• July 4th Fireworks and Concert – July 4 
• Halloween On Main – Oct. 31
• Lighting of  the Park and Main – Nov. 27
• Trim Our Town – Nov. 27
• Olde Mountain Christmas Parade – Dec. 4
• Santa in the Park- Nov 27th – Dec 24th 
• New Snow Event coming Jan 2022

Chamber of Commerce 
Events slated for 2021



•classiFieDs•
ITEMS FOR SALE
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD 

SHEPHERD BAZAAR BARN is 
open Friday and Saturday from 10-2. 
Offering gently used home furnishings.  
Near the crossroads at 118 HWY 64 W, 
Cashiers. Donations also accepted - call 
Skip at 828-226-2588.  Look for the sign! 
(st. 3/25) 

HELP WANTED
THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT 

AND LEARNING CENTER - Are 
you looking for a summer job? We are 
still looking to fill the following positions: 
Kitchen Staff, Cabin Counselor, Health 
Center Coordinator (must be 21+, EMT 
certified or higher), CIT Mentor (21+), 
ASCENDER Mentor (21+) You can find 
more details about these positions and 
apply on our website: The MountainRLC.
org. Please reach out with any questions 
or concerns at youthcamp@themoun-
tainrlc.org. I look forward to seeing your 
application! (st. 4/1) 

HIGHLANDS ABC STORE 
–  IS TAKING APPLICATIONS for 
a full time clerk. Full benefits. Lifting up 
to 55lbs, standing for long periods, good 
customer communication, and some 
computer experience necessary. Apply at 
ABC store in Highlands Plaza. 828-526-
5470 (st. 4/1)

LANDSCAPE BACKGROUND 
INDIVIDUAL.– Three-quarters acre 
needs restoration and creative ideas. Be-
tween Highlands and Cashiers off Hwy 
64. 864-423-9623. (st. 3/25) 

THE DRY SINK ON MAIN 
STREET is taking applications for im-
mediate full or part-time employment. 
Please inquire online at www.thedrysink.
com/job-openings/ (st. 3/18)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
HIGHLANDS NC - Now recruiting 
for Houseman, Turndown Attendants, 
Overnight Housekeeper, 2nd Shift Laun-
dry, Bartender, Host, Server, Busser, Club 
Server, PT Banquet Server, F&B MIT, F&B 
Asst. Mgr, Line Cook, Baker, Pastry and 
Bread Cook, Spa Concierge, Spa Attendant, 
Cosmetologist, Massage Therapist, Fitness 
Manager, Reservation Specialist, Front 
Desk, PT Warehouse Asst., PT Retail Sales, 
Seasonal Culinary Gardens Crew. Benefits 
offered after 90 days employment. Apply 
online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

AT DON LEON’S. Various duties. 

Call 828-200-0388. 
PART OR FULL TIME SALES 

ASSOCIATE needed. – Retail experi-
ence preferred. Please call 828-371-2582. 
(st. 2/18

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
Now open for the season. Looking for 
full-time hostess (great pay) dishwasher, 
prep cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift 
only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email 
wom2@me.com. (st. 2/4)

LOOKING FOR A MATURE 
CAREGIVER/HOUSEKEEPER to 
care for elderly woman 3 mornings a 
week. Duties include house cleaning, and 
caring for elderly mom, including driving 
to appointments, etc. Decent car required. 
Experience necessary. Medical knowledge 
a plus. Please send inquiries/resumes to 
builtin1@aol.com. (st. 3/25) 

CASTING CALL! The Highlands 
Playhouse is reopening and we are look-
ing for talented and committed team 
members in a variety of roles. Leadership 
and box office staff positions are available 
(both full and part-time). Experience in 
business management/customer service 
and an interest in the arts is a must! The 
Highlands Playhouse is an 83 year old in-
stitution offering movies year-round and 
live entertainment in the Summer and 
Fall. Please send resumes and inquiries to 
HighlandsPlayhouse@gmail.com (st. 2/18)

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER 
NEEDED FOR LIVE IN POSITION. 
-- Prefer a local couple/individual to en-
tertain and maintain facility while enjoying 
living in an exceptional facility. Strong peo-
ple/communication skills needed. Must be 
flexible and have impeccable references 
and experience in hospitality/facility main-
tenance. Background/knowledge in wine 
and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowl-
edge in hiking/construction and outdoors 
is good also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com. (st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY 
REEVES FURNITURE STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS is looking for full and 
part time sales and administrative posi-
tions. Sales — must be professional ap-
pearing, friendly, self-motivated, and en-
thusiastic. Previous sales and customer 
service experience preferred. Design 
Assistant — must be attentive to detail, 
have computer and organizational skills. 
Duties include placing and following up 
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on Purchase Orders, managing accounts, 
and working closely with our in-house 
Designer and design clients. Apply in per-
son at 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC 
2874. (2/25) 

AT POSH PAWS
Posh Paws Pet Spa in Highlands, NC 

is now hiring full-time, part-time, and 
seasonal dog bathers. Our business hours 
are Tuesday-Saturday from 9a-5p, and we 
will be doing open interviews Tuesday-
Friday from 10a-3p. We are not open in 
the evenings or on holidays, so you can 
expect to be able to enjoy those times 
with loved ones.

Have you ever been interested 
in working with animals or trying 
something new but weren’t sure how 
to get into the animal care industry? 
Working as a dog bather may be the job 
for you! This is an entry level position 
that requires no prior experience. Fast 
advancement opportunities are available 
through our self-paced, paid, one-on-one 
apprenticeship. This is a great opportunity 
to learn a trade skill without accumulating 
educational debt! All of our employees 
(including the owners of the business) 
have started their dog grooming careers 
as a bather.

Dog bathers must be willing to 
learn and take constructive criticism. We 
currently employ a wonderful group of 
people that works well as a team, so being 
a team player is a must. Drama will not be 
tolerated. A love for dogs and a high level 
of patience is also required. Attention to 
detail is a necessity as we never want to 
send home a dog that isn’t 100% clean.

This job does require standing for 
long periods of time and heavy lifting with 
help. The bather must be able to wash, 
rinse, and dry up to 8 large dogs per day 
plus small dogs. 

Daily duties will include bathing 
and blow drying the dogs, assisting the 
groomers when needed, and completing 
daily as well as weekly cleaning routines to 
keep our salon looking and smelling nice.

Still not sure if this would be the right 
job for you? Please give us a call at 828-
526-9581 with any additional questions 
about the position or come by to take a 
quick no-obligation tour before applying. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 

RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. 
Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HANDIMAN - Electrical, plumbing, 

painting, carpentry. Call Al Edgar. 828-332-
7271. 828-369-6245. (4.1)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. carpentry, 
interior and exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. Will also moni-
tor house during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 
828-526-5984. (5/27) 

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying 
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

DON AND RON MAINTE-
NANCE – We pressure wash, handle 
electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. 
Property monitoring, hauling. Free quotes. 
252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. (st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & 
Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/
Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also of-
fer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike 
Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design 
& Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (4/29) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
LOT 9 SHELBY PLACE LOT: 

$20,000.  This .15 acre lot is situated on a 
quiet street with dedicated green space on 
two sides. The lot also has access to Town 
water and sewer.  Shelby Place is a highly 
desirable community and is only a short 
drive to Main Street Highlands.  Contact 
Jerry Moore @ 828-482-2032 for more 
information 1 acre lot in three forks 7 miles 
from Highlands 706-584-0406. (st. 1/28)

HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed 
plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activ-
ity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959. 
(st. 7/16)



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for 
reservations

The Top Sales Team 
in Highlands 2020 

•Source HCMLS 

PaAL 

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200,9179 
Downtown Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828,526.8784 

Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165 

REAL ESTA.TE 
COMPANIES 
� THE WORLD" 

Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.4525 Uri) LUXURY 11' PORTFOLIO I INTERNATIONAL 

828.526.8784 I patallenrealtygroup.com 

REALTY GROUP 

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

NOW OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30

7 days a week 

40 Years of Fine Dining

Making Deals. Making History. 
Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS 
sales for a single broker this year closing over 
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings! 

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented 
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS. 
She represented 100 happy clients in closed 
transactions in 2020. 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke 
the Highlands sales history by selling over a 
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020. 

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303 
Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001 
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017 
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019 


