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School employees to get hazard pay
By Brittney Lofthouse

As the Macon County 
School System enters the final 
weeks of  hybrid learning during 
the unprecedented COVID19 
pandemic, the board of  educa-

tion voted unanimously to pro-
vide school staff  with hazard pay 
for working during the last year. 

On a motion made by Carol 
Arnold and seconded by Tommy 
Cabe, the Board approved by a 5-0 

vote for hazard pay to be given to 
all employees. An estimated 800 
employees will receive the bonus 
— with the majority of  employ-
ees receiving $750, which is com-

MCS to ask 
county for 
$1.9mm for 
personnel

By Brittney Lofthouse
Macon County Schools Su-

perintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
proposed submitting a 2021-2022 
draft budget to county commis-
sioners that remained at $8.2 
million, the same as the current 
year budget, however, after much 
discussion and on a motion made 
by Tommy Cabe and seconded 
by Hilary Wilkes, the Board ap-
proved to amend the 2021-2022 
Draft Budget to include an addi-
tional 1.9 million to cover various 
positions. 

Prior to COVID19, the Ma-
con County Board of  Education 
requested the nearly $2 million 
to add more than two dozen em-
ployees across the school system, 
however with uncertainties sur-

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  a t  t h e 
Highlands Police Department 
have been made aware of  several 
fake social media accounts which 
have been created, by people 
claiming to be members of  the 
Highlands community. 

In some of  these cases, an 
account is created using the name 
and pictures from the victim’s 
legitimate account.

The fake account then finds 
friends and connections of  the 
victim and contacts them using 
messaging apps. 

In many of  the cases 
the Police Department has 
investigated, the fake account 
sends messages requesting sexual 
activities or images. 

The fake account may also 
publish images that appear to 

HPD says 
beware of 

social media 
scams

The Young family from left: Wes and Anna, whose family owns Winfield Farm, and Wes’s parents Alice and Robby hosted 
the Bear Shadow Music Festival that took place during the evenings Thursday-Sunday, April 22-25. 

See photos on page 16

Music, food and fun was the theme at 
Bear Shadow last weekend
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The second budget plan-
ning workshop for the 
town is scheduled for 

Thursday, May 6 at 3 pm at the 
Highlands Conference Cen-
ter. At this meeting, the Town 
Manager will present a draft of  
his proposed budget. This pro-
posed budget is driven by de-
partment projected needs and 
from the feedback of  commis-
sioners.

A large portion of  the 
budget will be for infrastructure 
needs such as water and sewer upgrades. 
Based on presentations and discussions at 
the town retreat in March, again the town 
has major needs in the water and sewer 
areas that will require funding this budget 
year, as well as in the future. We cannot fall 
behind in these critical areas.

Maintaining water and sewer assets 
isn’t only a Highlands issue, it is a critical 
problem across the state. I recently re-
viewed a report where the state is provid-
ing assistance to towns and counties to 
upgrade water and sewer systems. Several 
towns in Western Carolina are getting state 
support from this special fund intended for 

underfunded systems with criti-
cal problems.

Highlands doesn’t qualify 
for this support. It is analogous 
to the tier ranking systems of  
counties. Recently Macon county 
moved up to a top tier ranking of  
3. That rating indicates the coun-
ty is prosperous and in a strong 
economic position. Highlands 
strong economy was a significant 
factor in Macon County getting 
this top rating. The flip side to 
the Tier 3 designation is that it 

places the county in a lower priority when 
seeking state and federal grant support.

So, Highlands has a relatively strong 
water and sewer system when compared to 
some surrounding systems that are a carry-
ing high debt loads and have failing systems. 
Highlands simply doesn’t rank high for this 
state support. We really have no major debt 
and our water and sewer systems are func-
tioning well. For instance, we replaced the 
old, aging Buck Horn water tank several 
years ago with a new one that also doubled 
the capacity. The 1.2 million dollar project 
was financed over a two-year period with ex-
isting town funds. In other words, we did a 
“pay as you go” model.

This “pay as you go” approach will 
probably continue in the coming years when 
we address such things as water line replace-
ments and water plant equipment upgrades. 
Also, we will continue to look for grant op-
portunities, especially at the federal level. 
We are working with an engineering firm to 
identify funding sources. Engineered plans 
have been developed to be ready if  grant op-
portunities become available.

There is always the option for the town 
going to a long-term borrowing strategy to 
aggressively address these future infrastruc-
ture needs. Many communities have adopted 
this approach and carry rather heavy debt 
service loads. Relying on bond initiatives 
that exceed town reserves has never been a 
Highlands strategy. 

The budget workshop on May 6 is open 
to the public for those who would like to 
hear the discussion. A public hearing for 
the proposed budget will be held at the June 
Highlands Town Board meeting.

Budgeting for infrastructure
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Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, community farm 

and garden, entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

A few Estate Lots remaining  |  Call for a tour today 828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



•Highlands Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours • 12-9p
Closed Wed. 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

(Closed Wednesdays)

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

Taste the difference. Always fresh.
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

NOW OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30
7 nights a 

week

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-3pm 
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC

www.highlandssmokehouse.com

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Celebrating 27 years

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30 PM 

----
� 2990 

SUN• MAY 9

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT. INFO 

2-NY Strips 
Tomato Pie 
Caesar Salad 
Key Lime Pie

$32.95 

Weekend Special
April 29-30

We prepaare - You cook.
Call to reserve: 828-526-2762



•Highlands Dining•

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Paoletti

Reservations: 828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

NOW OPEN
For our 37th Season!

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Call for May Dinner Schedule 

and Reservations
Proudly Introducing 

Chef de Cuisine Alberto and 
Wine Director/Sommelier 

Kyle Tarczynski
Come See What’s New on Our Menu

Ristorante
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Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

•Highlands Dining•

Open Friday-Sunday
11a to 5p

•Biz/Org News • 
Mountain Findings VP awarded Clemson Alumni 

Association’s Distinguished Service Award
CLEMSON, S.C. – Natinally respected stu-

dent financial aid leader Marvin G. Carmichael 
of  Seneca will receive the Clemson Alumni As-
sociation’s highest honor, the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award.

Carmichael, a Dillon, S.C., native, earned 
two degrees from Clemson University in 1971 
and 1976 respectively. He started working at 
Clemson as a student in 1967, began working 
as a full-time employee of  the university in 1971 
and joined the Office of  Student Financial Aid 
in 1973. Over the next four decades, he became 
a driving force in shaping state and national student fi-
nancial aid policy, legislation and funding.

He was instrumental in crafting legislation and regu-
lations for the South Carolina LIFE Scholarship, serving 
as an advisor to the South Carolina General Assembly. 
He held various leadership roles in the financial aid field, 
including chair of  the National Association of  Student 
Financial Aid Administrators. He also served as a trustee 
for the South Carolina Student Loan Corporation. He 
volunteered in various roles with the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, including chairing the Committee 
on Financial Aid and Amateurism. 

In addition to his student financial aid responsibili-
ties at Clemson, in 2000 Carmichael became Assistant 
to the President and liaison to the University’s Board of  
Visitors and President’s Advisory Board. In 2005 he was 
appointed Assistant to the President and Chief  of  Staff, 
the post he held until his retirement in 2016.

Carmichael’s numerous community roles have 
ranged from volunteer firefighter to being a South Caro-
lina State Constable. He has been an active volunteer for 

various organizations including, but not limited 
to: the Anderson Area Chamber of  Commerce; 
the Oconee Economic Development Board; 
the Clemson Area Chamber of  Commerce; the 
Greenville Urban League; the Clemson Fellow-
ship Club; and the Rotary Club of  Clemson. 

He currently volunteers with and serves as 
vice president of  Mountain Findings, which sup-
ports multiple charities in the Highlands, N.C., 
area. He also serves as president of  the Apple 
Mountain Homeowners Association in High-
lands.

He and his wife, Felicia, who graduated from Clem-
son in 1973 and 1976, have two children: Their daughter, 
Ashlee Carmichael Moses, is a 2001 Clemson graduate, 
and their son, Brooks Butler Carmichael, is 2006 Clemson 
graduate.

The Clemson Alumni Distinguished Service Award 
is based on three main criteria: personal and profession-
al accomplishments; dedication and service to Clemson 
University; and devotion to community and public ser-
vice. Members of  the Clemson family nominate potential 
honorees, who are then selected by the Clemson Alumni 
Association as outstanding alumni, public servants and ex-
amples to others. The 2021 award presentation will occur 
during the fall. 

The Clemson Alumni Association is an open-mem-
bership, nonprofit organization that exists to connect 
alumni with their alma mater. Through a variety of  pro-
grams and services, the Alumni Association works with 
alumni around the world to ensure they have a Clemson 
Experience every day.

Marvin Carmichael

•Letters• 
Dear Editor,

I read with interest the front-page article in your April 
15th edition regarding two new doctors coming to town. 
In the article the author reports that “Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundationâ” will provide initial funding and subsi-
dies” for their practices. Having two additional doctors to 
care for our people is great, and I applaud the Foundation 
for this effort.

Subsidies are apparently necessary to get new doc-
tors here. But it seems to me there is a fairness issue that 
should be addressed. We have two faithful family doctors 
who have been practicing here for years, Dr. Patti Wheeler 
and Dr. Scott Baker, with no subsidies. They have been with 
us through the good times and the bad. Should not they 
be subsidized too? The Foundation will be financing and 
subsidizing their “competition.”

Is that fair?
W. Stell Huie

Highlands

New doctors and subsidies

Dear Editor,
Last week’s Spiritually Speaking column by Rever-

end Forrester is over the top in myopic and misinformed 
speech. Encouraging people not to wear masks and claim-
ing a government conspiracy is like yelling fire in a crowded 
theater. 

Sadly, there will be weak-minded people who believe 
this nonsense and are harmed by it. I encourage you to vet 
what is submitted to you for publication. This crosses a red 
line from fredom of  speech to causing injury. 

David Stearns
Otto, NC

Columnist is over the top



Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
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When the 
Work of 
ART IS 

YOU, 
Choose 

the artist 
wisely! 
Robert T. Buchanan, MD 

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon 

209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202, Highlands, NC 28741 828-526-3783 • toll free 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Specializing in 
Facial Rejuvenation

•Hospital News•

Tom Neal
CFO, CNO

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital

The single step you can take to reverse the toll of 
COVID-19 on the plateau: taking the vaccine

From a public health per-
spective, there is no more 
important step that the 

residents of  the Highlands and 
Cashiers Plateau could take now 
than to get the COVID-19 vac-
cine. 

This simple act, along with 
continuing to practice the “3 
Ws,” — washing hands frequent-
ly, wearing a mask, and waiting 
six feet apart — is proving to be 
pivotal in reversing the course 
of  the pandemic and regaining a 
sense of  normality. 

Imagine having a small 
group of  vaccinated people in 
your home who are from out-
side your immediate household, 
attending a performance, eating 
out, or simply hugging a vacci-
nated friend or family member 
again. This is an accurate picture 
of  the future if  the United States 
reaches a state of  herd immunity, 
or when such a great number of  
citizens are vaccinated that the 
spread of  the virus is prevented 
to a large extent. 

I am so passionate about 
our community members re-
ceiving the COVID-19 vaccine 
that I volunteered to lead the 
Highlands Cashiers Plateau Vac-
cine Initiative, an effort that of-
fers support to our local health 
departments as they take on the 
task of  vaccinating our neighbors 
here on the Plateau. 

I’ve been greatly enriched by 
working with this highly dedicat-
ed group of  more than 250 vol-
unteers. Though many of  them 
have no background in clinical 
work, they nevertheless wanted 
to be instrumental in making 
our community safe again from 
this virus, which has robbed our 
country of  more than 560,000 
lives. 

That said, I am concerned 

about the hesitancy that I and the 
other volunteers have encoun-
tered when discussing the vaccine 
with people. It is to be expected 
that individuals will wonder about 
any new vaccine’s development, 
safety, and efficacy, and I have had 
a great many conversations with 
Plateau residents about this very 
topic. 

I am emphatic about letting 
people know that the vaccine is 
safe. Some whom I’ve talked to 
wonder if  there were safety short-
cuts taken in any way due to the 
speed at which the vaccines were 
developed and rolled out. 

Development was sped 
up because we are in a true and 
pressing public health emergency. 
Though two vaccines — the Pfiz-
er and Moderna versions — were 
developed and rolled out in re-
cord time, the scientific protocols 
behind them have been being per-
fected for 25 years. 

All of  the vaccines have 
gone through full clinical tri-
als, and the Moderna and Pfizer 
combined clinical trials involved 
about 70,000 people, which is sig-
nificant. It can take upwards of  
15 years or more typically, for a 
vaccine to gain approval, but for 
the COVID-19 vaccines, instead 
of  certain steps being performed 
one after the other, time was 
saved by executing them simulta-
neously. In other words, no steps 
were skipped, just done alongside 

each other to achieve the same 
outcome: having two revolution-
ary new vaccines ready that are 
safe to take. These vaccines have 
received emergency use autho-
rization (EUA) by the United 
States Food and Drug Admin-
istration (USFDA), a step the 
agency takes when there is an ur-
gent public health issue present.

I also encourage everyone 
I speak with not to delay getting 
their vaccine because they think 
one is preferable to the other. 
Their efficacy is so similar, and 
each is nearly 100% effective at 
preventing you from having seri-
ous enough COVID symptoms 
that would land you here at the 
hospital, and in turn possibly 
having a fatal outcome, the two 
most frightening possibilities. 

It’s especially important 
for older people, Black, Native 
American, and Latinx commu-
nity members to be vaccinat-
ed, as the virus has hurt these 
populations disproportionately. 
Each vaccine requires two shots 
spaced several weeks apart, and 
both are free of  charge. 

As for side effects, most 
people experience injection site 
soreness for a day or two after 
the first dose, and the second 
dose is frequently accompanied 
by some flu-like symptoms, such 
as fatigue, body aches, and low-
grade fever. 

Though you may not expe-
rience symptoms, if  you do, your 
immune system is behaving as it 
should — learning to recognize 
and combat the virus (though 
if  you don’t have symptoms, it 
doesn’t mean that your immune 
system isn’t working properly).

When we received our first 
vaccine shipment and had our 
initial vaccination event at the 
hospital back in late Decem-
ber, we vaccinated Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital (HCH) and 
Eckerd Living Center (ELC) 
team members, as well as ELC 

Note:
This column regards vaccine safety 

and efficacy and was written while the 
J&J vaccine was temporarily suspended.
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Want an award-winning real estate experience? 
Use an award-winning 

real estate expert. 
In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 6%! 

®. 
' 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 

www.TeresaSeay.com 
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 e m �t��\o,� RSPS 

I,? t.lAllO&i• � 
· ·�� ·=-�

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

16 Church Street  |  Highlands, NC  |  828.526.9887

B�������

Stop by The Spa Boutique 
at Old Edwards for 
beautiful handcrafted bags, 
necklaces, bracelets and 
earrings combining leather 
and hammered metals.

TRUNK SHOW
MAY 5 - 6  |  10 am - 6 pm

Jody Lovell 
Highlands Sothebys
International Realty 

828.226.6303

Mayberrys of America

Home sales in 2020 
will be analyzed for 
generations as the 

most unexpected outcome 
resulting from the pandemic 
debacle. 
Being told to “stay home” 
redefined the definition of  
home forever. No longer just 
a place to sleep after long 
days in the office or shuffling 
a harried social schedule, 
an abode became the center 
of  the universe where one 
worked, cooked, exercised, 
communicated via internet, socialized, en-
tertained and educated children. 
After months of  being forced to “stay 
home,” priorities shifted not only for 
the specific criteria of  a home, but also 
the awareness where one wanted to be 
while being home. Suddenly, vacation or 
second-home resort communities became 
a coveted destination for longer stays or 
even year-round living. 
Nowhere did this trend materialize more 
than on the Highlands/Cashiers Plateau 
in western North Carolina.

 In this sparsely populated mountain 
resort area affectionately known as “As-
pen of  the East,” social distancing was 
practiced long before it became manda-
tory. This pristine and unique area has es-
tablished itself  among the most desirable 
in America’s mountain country. 

For over a century, wealthy eastern-
ers, including America’s nobility such 
as the Vanderbilts and the Rockefellers, 
flocked to this area to enjoy the cool sum-
mers. 

However, resort towns such as High-
lands are no longer reserved for summer 

trips. Just as Dorothy in the 
Wizard of  Oz, whose home 
was ripped from its founda-
tion and landed in utopia, the 
current tornadic circulation of  
buyers are also seeking their 
own idyllic place.

The global reassessment 
of  lifestyle choices has im-
pacted these resort housing 
markets in a dramatic fashion. 
The ability to work and con-
nect from home has upended 
predictable real estate choices 
for the foreseeable future. 

The fact that people can work from 
second home markets has accelerated 
home purchases resulting in drying up in-
ventory and driving up prices like many 
markets in the country. The desire to live 
in less populated areas with a strong sense 
of  privacy and security, to be able to enjoy 
nature but still have access to culture and 
entertainment, are turning seasonal mar-
kets into year-round destinations.

Highlands is a microcosm of  what is 
happening in the popular smaller resort 
areas of  the world. In the United States, 
the “Mayberrys” of  America are inevitable 
targets for this fundamental shift in future 
lifestyle choices.

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands So-
theby’s International Realty, local leaders in the 
real estate market for 21 years and the top pro-
ducing firm in Highlands on the Multiple Listing 
Service for the last 7 years. They are closers! With 
offices at the corner of  Main Street and Highway 
64 and at the gate of  the popular Cullasaja Club, 
their twenty eight brokers are ready to serve all of  
your real estate needs and get you over the finish 
line. Call them at (828) 526-4104.

residents. Because each vial of  vaccine 
is precious, the hospitals, health depart-
ments, and federally qualified health cen-
ters (FQHC) that have been given vaccine 
allotments must prove that they can prop-
erly store their supplies, as they require re-
frigeration and one must be stored at ex-
tremely low temperatures. Mission Health 
is part of  the Western North Carolina 
Vaccine Acceleration Consortium, which 
ensures that vaccine supplies are equitably 
distributed throughout our region. After 
our staff  was vaccinated, we shared our 

supply with the local health departments, 
and later to the local pharmacies. We con-
tinue to share our weekly supply. 

If  you know someone who is question-
ing getting vaccinated, or if  you yourself  are 
hesitant, please reconsider. Every person 
who gets the vaccine is actually responsible 
for saving lives. The easiest way to find a lo-
cation for your vaccine is to visit the NCD-
HHS website: https://takemyshot.nc.gov/. 

The following are other vaccine pro-
viders:

• See HOSPITAL page 19



I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dine in within our heated, weather-proof enclosure!
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Consignn1ent Furniture 
and Regional Art 

• 

Full� 
HouSE 
.... 9.��J��y 

Now accepting quality consignment home goods. 

Text photos of your consignment items to: 

828-526-6004
66 Highlands Plaza · Highlands 

rounding COVID19, the board of  educa-
tion voted to not request that funding from 
the county last school year. 

Now, with a clear picture of  the coun-
ty and state financial situation, the board 
decided to ask the county for the $2 million 
budget increase to include funding the fol-
lowing school system staff:

• STEM Teacher, EC TA (2-positions) 
@ IVE

• PE, STEM & one extra month for 
clerical @ SM

• 2 extra months custodians @ MVI
• Guidance Counselor, Art Teacher, 

Music Teacher @ MMS
• Foreign Language Teacher @ High-

lands
• English Teacher @ FHS
• Art/Music/CTE Teacher, Day Treat-

ment Assistant @ UA
• $50,000 Maintenance Contract for 

MCS
• 10 additional mental health profes-

sionals to cover K-12
• 5 additional full time school nurses 

to cover K-12
• 4 full-time art positions to cover K-12
• 4 full time music positions to cover 

K-12
The proposed positions were part of  

the Principal’s wish lists in February 2020 
early on in the budget planning process, 
however before submitting the final budget, 
members of  the board of  education elected 
to not include the increases. 

With the uncertainty of  COVID19 in 
mind, Macon County Manager Derek Ro-
land left the school system’s operational 
budget flat while reducing the district’s capi-
tal outlay budget by $275,000 – a decrease 
that was later reversed during the county’s 
mid-year review. 

The Macon County Board of  Educa-
tion discussed budget challenges during 
May’s school board meeting at which point 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin told 
board members that CARES Act funding – 
federal funding budgeted for relief  efforts 
during the COVID-19 pandemic – would 
help the school system continue operating 
soundly over the next two years.

Dr. Baldwin noted that the planning 
allotment for the federal funds – which are 
being distributed by the state – is more than 
$1 million and will be used over the next 
two years. 

Since May, additional COVID19 fund-
ing has been approved and will be allocated 
to the county in the future, aiding the school 
system even further. 

Congress set aside approximately $13.2 
billion of  the $30.75 billion allotted to the 
Education Stabilization Fund through the 
CARES Act for the Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency Relief  Fund 
(ESSER Fund). 

The Department will award these 
grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) 
for the purpose of  providing local educa-
tional agencies (LEAs), including charter 
schools that are LEAs, with emergency re-

lief  funds to address the impact that CO-
VID-19 has had, and continues to have, on 
elementary and secondary schools across 
the Nation. 

Despite millions of  dollars available 
to the school system in the form of  CO-
VID19 relief, those funds are not recur-
ring, therefore the school system wouldn’t 
use them to fund positions that would add 
to the county’s budget on a recurring basis. 

In addition to the nearly $2 million 
budget increase request to county commis-
sioners, the Macon County Board of  Edu-
cation discussed how to spend the substan-
tial amount of  ESSR grant funds that will 
soon become available. 

The Coronavirus Response and Relief  
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 
(CRRSA), was signed into law on Decem-
ber 27, 2020 and provides an additional 
$54.3 billion for the Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency Relief  Fund 
(ESSER II Fund).

Macon County Schools will likely see 
about $1.5 million from ESSER II Funds. 

Macon County Schools Program Co-
ordinator Jennifer Love informed mem-
bers of  the board of  education that both 
students and parents, as well as community 
leaders have been involved in sharing their 
views on how the second round of  ESSER 
funds should be spent in Macon County 
and with overwhelming support, students 
wanted to see funding allowed to address 
the loss of  curriculum surrounding the 
Arts such as art education. By law, 20 per-
cent of  the funding Macon County receives 
will have to be spent to address learning 
loss due to COVID19, however how the 
funding is spent under those guidelines is 
left up to the discretion of  the local board. 

Love noted that the grant applications 
had to be submitted by May 15, outlining 
how the funding would be spent locally, 
however there is flexibility to change and 
redirect the funding after the deadline. 

..PERSONNEL continued from page 1
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SUMMER&. CLASSICS
Outdoor Furniture for your Porch & Patio

�SUMMER 
HOUSE 

By REEVES

SUMMER&. CLASSICS
Outdoor Furniture 

SPECIAL SALE 

ORDERS 
NOW THROUGH APRIL 30TH

White Glove Delivery Throughout 
The Southeast & Beyond 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 
9 AM - 5 PM SUNDAY CLOSED .2089 Dillard Road, Highland• I .2 mile1 from Main Street I 8.28•.5.26-.5.577 I www.1ummerhou1ehighland1.com 

40%
OFF

SPECIAL

•Past & Present • 

Milton Ready

It’s time to call a truce in our culture wars

After such a seemingly eternal year 
living with the coronavirus, there 
appears to be some hope for nor-

malcy in the future, and with that, let’s call a 
truce in our endless culture wars. 

No sooner had my best clothes been 
donned, dress shoes polished, and first 
small gathering attended than, improbably 
identified as a liberal professor, I found 
myself  attacked on currently fashionable 
issues like transgender rights, Black Lives 
Matter, cancel culture, and white replace-
ment theory, all before I had settled in with 
a proper adult beverage and a few peanuts. 

I also discovered that, somehow 
unbeknownst to my friends and fam-
ily in small town Texas where I grew up, 
I had achieved elite status. It appears that, 
locked down with smaller family units for 
months, Americans turned to the Clinton 
News Network, fake Foxy anchors, Maxed-
OutNews, OtherAmericaNews, Friendly 
Facebook pages, TweetMeToo accounts, 
e-petitions, and other digital networks for 
information. Now they were unleashed. 

I had hoped for more 
substantial and meaningful 
conversations on subjects like 
the potential deleterious ef-
fects of  robotics and AI on 
workers, on the quiet shift to 
solar and electric in energy and 
transportation, on whether 
the current education system 
aligns with its purpose, and 
in my case, on the social, eco-
nomic, and policy implications 
of  an aging population on our 
future. 

Then too, there’s that 
thing about ballooning in-
debtedness, the environment, fiscal conser-
vatism, and our endless wars in the Middle 
East. Even talk about overachieving grand-
children or the weather, favorites of  the el-
derly, would have been welcomed. 

Gosh, it’s much more fun, even sexier 
to talk about Dr. Seuss, the Muppet Show, 
Merry Christmas-less greetings, Super Bowl 
Halftime shows, Confederate statues, school 

mascots, kneeling at NFL 
games, and our fake “woke” 
sensitivity to social injustices. 

Currently, almost any 
discussion inevitably leads to 
immigration. Oh, yes. Did you 
know that on the last three 
pages of  my latest history of  
North Carolina I quoted Dr. 
Seuss’s banned “On Beyond 
Zebra”? Agh!

As a historian, I’m well 
aware that, as Andrew Hart-
man maintained in his book, 
“A War for the Soul of  
America,” as well as in James 

Davison’s succinct earlier “Culture Wars: 
The Struggle to Define America” that 
America is engaged in an epic struggle for 
the dominance of  values, beliefs, customs, 
and practices between social groups, cur-
rently mostly white evangelicals who want 
to make America great again and looming 
hordes of  multicultural “others” who think 
it already is. 

Yet it began long before Pat Buchanan 
uttered his memorable 1992 speech, even 
as early as the evolution controversy of  the 
1920s. That battle now is politicized and 
polarized, and, as such, intensified and un-
ending.

Years before the Clintons, Bushes, and 
Trumps came to prominence, my moth-
er, the good Texas Baptist that she was, 
warned me about the moral decay and rot 
that faced America, things like Elvis, God-
less Communism, watching too much TV, 
especially football games on Sundays, and 
embracing rebellious icons like James Dean 
and Marlon Brando. 

If  I did these things, Mom warned, 
then America would lose its sense of  des-
tiny, become less patriotic and religious, the 
Commies would win, there would be a nu-
clear holocaust, and then aliens from outer 
space would invade a weakened world and 
snatch up all our bodies, including mine. 

While a lot hasn’t changed since, I 
think the body snatchers might be getting 
closer. 



Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

ARE YOU READY FOR HIGH SEASON?
The Firewood Company
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The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands, NC

Walk to Main Street from this 
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bath home with a view. 

Bonus room, Garage. Covered patio. 
MLS#95725 • $650,000.

Walk to Main Street!

BLAIR REALTY
315 Country Club Drive

Highlands, NC 28741
BLAIR: 828-421-6995 • MARGARET: 828-421-1295

•Biz/Org News•

The Macon County Demo-
cratic Party is pleased to an-
nounce the recipients of  the Lis-
ton B. Ramsey Awards. 

This award has been given 
for many years annually within the 
District to honor volunteers who 
have made significant contribu-
tions to the work of  the County 
Party.  

Due to the COVID pan-
demic, the Ramsey award was not 
given in 2020. 

Therefore, both the 2020 and 
2021 recipients were announced 
at the Democratic County Con-
vention held on Saturday, April 
10, 2021.

Bobby Kuppers was hon-
ored with the 2020 award for his 
long history of  dedication to the 
Macon County Democratic Party 
including his service as a County 
Commissioner. 

Bobby served 25 years in the 

Democratic Party Awards 2020/2021 
Liston B. Ramsey Awards

Bobby Kuppers

military, 18 years as a teacher, and 
15 years as a coach. Current coun-
ty commissioner, Ronnie Beale ex-
pressed his personal appreciation 
to Bobby for his contributions to 
the party and the county. 

Jean Wright, President of  the 
Democratic Women of  Macon 
County is the recipient for the 
2021 award. She was recognized 
for her many contributions to the 
Party including facilitating virtual 
meetings, generating data presen-
tations, and creating billboards 
and signs for party messages. 

According to Gary St. Ar-
nauld, Chair of  the Macon County 
Democratic Party, Liston Ramsey, 
from Madison County, represent-
ed small and rural counties in the 
North Carolina House of  Repre-

Jean Wright

sentative for nearly four decades. 
Today, his legacy can be found 
on the campus of  Western Caro-
lina University Activity Center, 
the North Carolina Arboretum 
and Mars Hill College Center for 
Regional Studies.  

Also at the Democratic 
County Convention, new offi-
cers were elected for 2021-2022: 
Gary St. Arnauld, Chair; Cindy 
Solesbee, First Vice Chair,; Lou 
Vitale, Second Vice Chair; Su-
sannah Kuppers, Third Vice 
Chair; Ellen Shope, Secretary; 
and Debbie Tallent, Treasurer. 

Additional information 
about the Macon County Dem-
ocratic Party can be found at 
www.macondems.org

Are You BearWise? NC Wildlife Resources Commission will pres-
ent a program on safely coexisting with bears. Discussion will also 
include the new BearWise initiative and efforts Highlands is making 
to prevent problems. Mayor Pat Taylor and the B.E.A.R. Task Force 
will participate. The virtual program will be on Zoom or phone only, 
Sunday, May 2 at 5 p.m. Call 1 (929) 205-6099 and enter 943 9820 
0305, then the password Highlands to watch and participate in the Q 
& A session. Contact Ashley Hobbs at ashley.hobbs.@ncwildlife.org 
for more info. 

Get BearWise!



A Post and Beam Masterpiece: 3BR 4Bath on 96 acres in 
Lake Toxaway. Privacy, views, subdividing possible, trails, stream 

& small waterfall. Offered for $2,795,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 
producing office on the Plateau 

2020

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries 

from April 16. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

April 16
• Officers reported a case from 

October involving cyber stalking 
where an individual claiming to be 
a different person sent nude photos 
to another.

April 20
• At 8:53 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a one-vehicle accident on 
Bowery Road.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from April 19.

April 19
At 10:56 a.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance on Watkins Road.
April 22
• At 8:05 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a location on 
Spring Street.

• At 7:08 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

April 24
• At 11:23 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
on Buck Creek Road.

• At 6:57 p.m., the dept. provided 
public assistance at a residence on 
Chestnut Cove.

• At 8:17 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid on a search in Jackson 
County.

April 25
• At 10:05 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders at a residence on 
Buck Creek Road.

April 26
• A little past midnight, the dept. 

responded to a fire alarm on Main 
Street.

• At 6:01 a.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a structure fire at a residence 
on Cheyenne Drive.

• At 5:03 p.m., the dept.. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 7:09 p.m., the dept. investi-
gated the source of smoke on Horse 
Cove Road.

Featuring your favorite vendors.
We look forward to seeing you at 

Kelsey-Hutchinson Park!
Pine Street • Highlands

Highlands Marketplace

Open Every Saturday 
8a to 12:30p

LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP BOIL 
to beneÞt

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

SATURDAY, JUNE 19th, 2021

Tickets available at www.foundersparkhighlands.org and 
The Dry Sink on Main St.

SAVE THE DATE

Rain or Shine at Oak & Pine Streets, Highlands, NC

Live Music Available at the Park
Hosted by Friends of Founders Park, a 501(c)3 organization, www.foundersparkhighlands.org

$45 Ticket includes tasty Low Country Boil Dinner and Dessert

5-7 PM Dinner Pick Up - Drive Through
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April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

IANBERRY 
INSURAN CE 

'I. 1 _:, 

141 Main Street, 
Highlands 

828-526-8939

. \$7SrANBERRY-INS.COM 

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

Spring Home Improvement -2021
Are you thinking 

about expanding your ex-
isting home versus moving 
to a new larger home? If  
you love your neighbor-

hood, the schools and ven-
ues, you may not be eager 
to move. 

Plus, in today’s Post 
COVID real estate market, 

staying where you are might 
make more money-sense.

Instead, you may be 
considering expanding 
your home’s first floor or 
building up to create a sec-
ond floor. 
Reasons to Expand Your 

Existing Home
• You love your neigh-

borhood, its location and 
the venues, shopping and 
food choices.

• Your family has or 
will increase either due to 
more children or aging par-
ents moving in.

• Your home no longer 
meets your needs due to 
expanding hobbies or work 
requirements.

• You have enough 
space on your property to 
build out.

• Your home is struc-
turally durable enough to 
build up.

• Every other home 
has performed renovations, 
additions and/or upgrades, 
and you’re not over-im-
proving for your area.

• You have a generous 
renovation budget or can 
get a home equity loan to 
cover the costs of  an ex-
pansion.

Move or Improve
Your decision to move 

to a new home or improve 
your existing home by in-
creasing the square foot-
age will primarily depend 

on how well you like your 
current area. If  the neigh-
borhood is in an inconve-
nient location to shopping, 
dining and schools or the 
safety has decreased over 
the last few years, your best 
option may be to move in 
order to find a better area. 
However, if  you are happy 
in your neighborhood there 
may be few reasons to up-
root and leave.

Another factor is cost 
to move versus cost to stay. 
It is estimated that it can 
take up to seven years to re-
coup the money when you 
move. If  you don’t plan 
to stay in your new home 
for at least seven years, 
you may want to consider 
building onto your existing 
home rather than moving. 
After all, you can build any 
room you desire or you can 
bump out existing exterior 
walls to create more space 
in your rooms. Common 
reasons to bump out the 
rear wall of  a home include 
adding more kitchen and 
dining room space or in-
creasing the size of  a family 
room.
Determining the Types 

of  Rooms You Need
Before you begin the 

design-build process and 
determine your budget for 
your additions and renova-
tion, you need to determine 
the type or types of  rooms 

you need. The room’s pur-
pose will help you deter-
mine whether you need to 
build up or out.

Typical Ground Level 
Additions

• California room or 
sunroom

• Family or living room
• Garage additions
• In-Law suite, Usually 

with a private entrance
• Kitchen expansion, 

Usually with new patio 
doors to the backyard

• New laundry room 
next to the kitchen, Usu-
ally with an additional exit 
to the yard and a mud room 
area.
Existing Home Layout 

and Footprint
Whether you build up 

or out may depend on the 
size, shape, existing foot-
print of  your home and 
your available yard space. 
If  you plan on adding a 
rear addition, how big is 
your yard and what are your 
future plans for your back-
yard? While a small yard 
may offer the space needed 
for an expansion, it may not 
leave adequate room for a 
new in-ground or above-
ground pool, greenhouse 
and/or garden or outdoor 
entertaining space with an 
outdoor kitchen, fire pit 
and dining area.

If  you have more plans 
for your small backyard 
than expanding the square 
footage of  your home, you 
may want to consider build-
ing up or adding a room at 
the side or front of  your 
home.

Side additions are typi-
cally possible when you 
have a cottage home or 
a significant amount of  
space in a side yard that 
you do not use. Common 
rooms added to the sides of  

homes include bedrooms 
and bathrooms and in-law 
suites. You can also relo-
cate kitchens and dining 
rooms to a side addition 
or add an attached garage.

Front additions in-
volve moving the front 
wall forward. You’d want 
to perform this type of  
home renovation if  you 
have a large front yard and 
a smaller backyard. Front 
of  the house additions 
are typically used to ex-
pand living rooms, family 
rooms and bedrooms that 
are located at the front of  
the house.

 Building Up or Out: 
What Each Involves

When it comes to ex-
panding the square foot-
age of  your home, you 
can expand your home’s 
ground floor footprint. 
You can add a full or par-
tial second story, and you 
can even add a full or par-
tial third floor onto your 
two story home. How-
ever, it’s important to un-
derstand what’s involved 
when performing vertical 
and horizontal additions.

 Vertical Additions
Vertical additions 

mean you are building 
up instead of  out. This 
means that all or part of  
your home’s existing roof  
will be removed. Once 
the roof  is off, you may 
want to consider staying 
in a hotel or with family 
members for the rest of  
the renovation due to the 
inability to heat or cool 
the home and use services 
like water supply, which 
may need to be turned 
off  during the renovation 
process.

If  your home only 
has a single story, expand-
ing your home vertically 

Should you move or should you build out or build up?
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• See BUILDING UP OR OUT continued on page 14

Spring Home Improvement -2021
will involve the addition 
of  a staircase, which will 
occupy a portion of  the 
first floor, thus reducing 
the amount of  available 
square footage. If  your 
first floor has enough 
space in front of  the front 
door, you can put a stair-
case near the front door. 
If  the foyer area of  your 
home is already crowded, 
you can work with archi-
tects and designers to find 
a convenient location to 
put your new staircase. 

Horizontal Additions
Horizontally expand-

ing your home subtracts 
from the available space in 
your yard. However, if  you 
don’t utilize your backyard 
often, this may be a great 
option when you consider 
you’ll have less grass and 

landscaping to maintain. 
Not to mention, horizontal 
additions aren’t as disrup-
tive as second and third 
floor additions because 
they typically occur outside 
of  the home’s main rooms.

In order to build a 
horizontal addition, a foun-
dation must be poured. 
Then, the walls are framed 
and any needed plumb-
ing and air ducts are added 
and a roof  is installed over 
the new addition. It is im-
portant that horizontal 
additions be placed and 
designed so that they flow 
with your existing floor 
plan, and the exterior sid-
ing or brick as well as the 
roof  must be built so that 
it matches the existing ex-
terior. Failure to match the 
existing home with the new 

ground level addition can 
result in a visual and func-
tional disconnect between 
the old and new portions 
of  the home.

 Costs of  Building Up 
vs. Building Out
When it comes to bud-

geting for your home reno-
vation, it’s important to un-
derstand the range of  costs 
involved in building up 
versus building out. Build-
ing out is significantly less 
expensive than building up. 
Depending on where you 
live and the area’s housing 
market, the average, it costs 
between $140 to $180 to 
expand your home’s foot-
print outwards - but it can 
be a lot more.

When you build a 
second or third floor onto 
your home, you can expect 

Foundation for ground floor addition. 		      	       – Photo credit: David Cedrone
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...BUILDING UP OR OUT continued from page 13

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Spring Home Improvement -2021

Your One-Stop Garden Shop!

Open: Mon.-Sat. • 8a to 5p 
2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395

highlandslawnandgarden.com

PotteryPottery  
Annuals •Trees Annuals •Trees 
Shrubs • Mulch Shrubs • Mulch 
New PerennialsNew Perennials

Evergreens Evergreens 
Pine StrawPine Straw

New StockNew Stock  ArrivingArriving  WeeklyWeekly

the costs to range from 
$180 to $500 per square 
foot. This means that if  you 
want to build a 400 square 
foot family room on your 
ground floor, which is a 20 
by 20 expansion, you can 
expect it to cost between 
$56,000 and $200,000, de-
pending on the types of  
finishes and features you 
choose. If  you were to build 
that same addition as a sec-
ond story master suite, you 
could expect to pay between 
$72,000 and $100,000.

 Costs Associated with 
Building Up

Second and third sto-
ry additions typically cost 
more because the existing 
roof  must be completely 
removed and replaced and 
the first floor may need to 
have additional support 
structures installed in order 
to ensure the second story 
is solidly supported and 
connected to the first floor. 
Potential costs include:

• Addition of  a stair-
case

• Additional structural 
supports, including footings

• Architect and struc-
tural engineer

• Plumbing, new 
HVAC

• Building permits
• Cost of  rent or a ho-

tel while the addition is be-
ing built

• Removing and storing 
your personal items

• Repairs to the first 
floor

Costs Associated with 
Building Out

• Adding additional 
plumbing work

• Loss of  yard space
• Permit fees
• Pouring a new foun-

dation
• Upgrading HVAC

Cheaper Additions

Certain additions are 
less expensive than others. 
If  you want to perform a 
cheaper addition that won’t 
strain your budget while 
still giving you extra square 
feet consider one of  the 
following:

• Attic conversion 

– $25,000 to $60,000, or 
more.

• Over-garage addi-
tion – $50,000 to $86,000 
or more.

• Basement conversion 
(just to finish) – $6,500 to 
$18,500 or more.

• Bump out – $10,000 

to $30,000 or more.
• Garage conversion 

– $11,000 to $20,000 or 
more.

• Small bathroom 
or half-bath – $10,000 to 
$25,000 or more.

• Sunroom – $16,000 
to $40,000 or more.

Cabin built over a garage. 				                  Photo credit: Jeremy Levine
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DDoonn’’tt  WWaaiitt  AAnnootthheerr  DDaayy  TToo  PPaaiinntt

CASHIERS COLOR 
CENTER 

448 US-64 West 
#5 Cashiers, NC
(828) 743-3510

HIGHLANDS
DECORATING

CENTER

HDC
CASHIERS

COLOR
CENTER

CCCHIGHLANDS 
DECORATING 

CENTER 330 Dillard 
Road Highlands, NC

(828) 526-3571

Spring Home Improvement -2021
By Manasa Reddigari	  

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

 Zoning Laws
Adding onto your 

home legally means adher-
ing to all applicable city 
and neighborhood zoning 
laws and/or neighborhood 
requirements and bylaws 
if  you have a Homeown-
ers Association (HOA). 
For example, you may not 
be able to extend your 
home to the property line 
because there are require-
ments stipulating how 
close structures can be to 
the edge of  the property. 
If  you plan to build an of-
fice to start a home busi-
ness, you’ll want to make 
sure that your neighbor-
hood is zoned appropri-
ately and that it’s legal to 
have a home business. If  
your neighborhood has an 
HOA, you’ll want to read 

the covenants, conditions, 
and restrictions (CC&Rs) to 
make sure your planned ad-
dition isn’t prohibited. For 
example, you may not be 
able to change the style of  
a fence or build your house 
upward beyond a certain 
number of  feet.

Making a Decision on 
Building Up vs. 

Building Out
Making the decision to 

build horizontally or verti-
cally will depend on your 
property size, your neigh-
borhood’s zoning laws and 
HOA requirements, the 
condition of  your home, 
your specific needs and your 
budget. 

The good news is Re-
altors, contractors and ar-
chitects can help you deter-
mine what is best for you.

Inside and outside additions or changes can give your home a 
new look and feel.
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The sights of Bear Shadow at Winfield Farm

During Bear Shadow, which 
was produced by Eleven 
Events and Highlands 
Festivals, from 5:30p to 
10:30p each night, 
April 22-25, patrons 
enjoyed tunes from a 
myriad of performers.

Above right, is Drew 
Holcomb. 
Right, Devon Gilfillian. 

– Photos by Brian O’Shea 
and Marjorie  Christiansen
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•Highlands Area Events•
Ongoing
• The Bookworm at 555 Main Street 

is now open Thursday-Saturday 11a to 3p. 
For more information, call 828-526-3031.

• Mountain Findings Thrift Store at 
432 Spruce Street is open Friday and Sat-
urday from 10a to 1p.

• Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics 
Anonymous ”Open Meetings” are for 
anyone who thinks they may have a 
drinking problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery program. In 
person meetings have resumed and are 
held at 12 Noon Wednesday And Fri-
day at 1st Presbyterian Church Library, 
471 Main St., Highlands. On line meet-
ing information can be found @ www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a member 
of A.A. call (828) 349-4357.

Every Saturday
• Highlands Marketplace in K-H 

Park on Pine Street. 8a to 12:30p. 
Mon.-Fri., thru April 30
• This year the Annual White Goods 

Pickup will be the week Please, con-
tract Town Hall at (828) 526-2118 to be 
placed on the pickup list. 

Fri.-Sun., April 30-May 2
• Join us as we welcome the month 

of May to Half-Mile Farm at 214 Half 
Mile Dr., with the award-winning ar-
tisanal cheeses of Sweet Grass Dairy. 
Owners Jessica and Jeremy Little will 
join us to charm guests with the story 
of their family farm, sustainable agricul-
ture, and all things cheese. Twenty years 
ago, this young couple took a leap of 
faith and started making cheese with 
milk from her family’s cows and goats. 
Some 30 national and international 
awards later, they are still going strong 
with the addition of a cheese shop and 
a restaurant recently in their hometown 
of Thomasville, Georgia. Guests of Half-
Mile Farm will enjoy cheese samples, and 
recipes prepared with specialty Sweet 
Grass cheeses throughout the weekend 
along with an in-depth tasting on Sat-
urday where guests will examine flavor 
profiles and learn about how different 
milks make different cheeses. $185 per 
person, plus tax and gratuity. 

Sunday, May 2
• Are You BearWise? NC Wildlife 

Resources Commission will present a 
program on safely coexisting with bears. 
Discussion will also include the new 
BearWise initiative and efforts Highlands 
is making to prevent problems. Mayor 

Pat Taylor and the B.E.A.R. Task Force 
will participate. The virtual program will 
be on Zoom or phone only, Sunday, at 5 
p.m. Call 1 (929) 205-6099 and enter 943 
9820 0305, then the password Highlands 
to watch and participate in the Q & A 
session. Contact Ashley Hobbs at ashley.
hobbs.@ncwildlife.org for more info. 

Wed. & Thurs.. May 5-6
• Le Grande Jewelry Trunk Show at 

The Spa Boutique at Old Edwards, 16 
Church Street. 10a to 6p. 

Sunday, May 9
• Chamber event: Highlands is Bloom-

ing.
Mon., May 10
• High Mountain Squares are happy 

to invite you to a series of 12 classes of 
instruction in Social Square Dancing be-
ginning Monday, May 10, at 6:30 P.M. At 
the Environmental Resource Building. 
Vaccines are required to participate. Call 
828-787-2324, 727-599-1440, 706-746-
5426 or 828-332-0001 for more informa-
tion. 

Tues. May 11
• Highlands High School Academic 

and Athletic Awards and Scholarships in 
the new gym at 10 a.m.

Tues., May 18
• Highlands School Grades K, 1, 2 

Award Assembly in the new gym at 9 a.m.
• Highlands School Grades 3, 4, 5 

Awards Assembly. New gym at 10 a.m.
Wed. May 19
• Highlands School Middle School Ac-

ademic Awards in the MS courtyard or old 
gym at 10 a.m.

• Highlands School Middle School 
graduation at 5 p.m. courtyard or old gym.

Fri. & Sat., May 21-Oct. 31
• Chamber event: Outdoor music 6 to 

8:30 p.m. 
Fri., May 21
• Friday Night Live in Town Square: 

6-8:30p. Silly Ridge Roundup
Sat., May 22
• Highlands School graduation at 10a 

on the track or in the new gym. TBA. 
• Chamber event: Meander in May.
• Saturdays on Pine: 6-8:30p. The Ca-

ribbean Cowboys
Fri., May 28
• Friday Night Live Concert. 6-8:30p. 

Trudition
Sat. May 29
• Saturdays on Pine: 6-8:30p. Ashley 

Heath & Her Heathens

Fri., June 4	
• Friday Night Live: 6-8:30p. Byrds & 

Crow
Sat., June 5
• Saturdays on Pine. 6-8:30p. Peggy 

Ratusz
Saturday, June 13
• Highlands Motoring Festival. Cars in 

the Park. (Pine Street) 10a to 4p
Fri. June 11
• Friday Night Live in Town Square: 

6-8:30p. Frank & Allie
Sat. June 12
• Saturdays on Pine. 6-8:30p. Hurri-

cane Creek
Fri. June 18
• Friday Night Live in Town Square: 

6-8:30p. Johnny Webb Band
Sat. June 19
• K-H Founders Park Annual Shrimp 

Boil. Drive Thru. 5-7 p.m. Rain or shine.
• Saturdays on Pine. 6-8:30p. Ameri-

cana Jones
Fri. June 25
• Friday Night Live in Town Square: 

6-8:30p. Trudition
Sat. & Sun., June 26 & 27
• Mountaintop Art & Craft Show 

(previously the Village Square Show) will 
be held in downtown Highlands at K-H 
Founders Park (Pine St.) from 10 to 5. 
The FREE event features regional potters, 
jewelers, woodworkers, fine artists, etc. 
plus food. 

The wonderful world of cheese

Sweet Grass Dairy. Owners Jessica and Jeremy Little will be at Half-Mile Farm 
April 30-May 2.



•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5
• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks required) 

Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) Worship 
Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner provided
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson

John 3:16
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner provided
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 8, 9:30,* 11 a.m., 
Services with an asterisk will be live-streamed.

Attendance in the Chapel is limited. Sign up online.
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

There’s an African story that says, “Every morning, 
the gazelles wake up knowing it’s time to outrun the 
fastest lions in the jungle, or else be caught and die. 

Every morning the lions also wake up knowing it’s time to 
outrun the quick gazelles, or else die of  hunger. Whether 
you are a gazelle or a lion, when the sun comes up, it’s time 
get moving!”

The wisdom of  this story is that no matter how much 
the gazelles might complain about the presence of  the li-
ons, the gazelles had better get moving in the morning, or 
else die. 

Likewise, no matter how much the lions might com-
plain about the quick gazelles, the lions had better get mov-
ing in the morning, or else die. 

Both the gazelles and the lions are compelled to get 
moving in the face of  their dilemma. Blaming and accus-
ing the other, moaning and having pity parties, provide no 
solutions to their troubles. 

For us humans, in the face of  life’s trials, the solution 
is likewise to get up and do something that moves us for-
ward to stay alive. But what motivates us? Is it merely to 
stay alive -- or more personal?

A woman one day asked her friend about her spiritual 
life. She asked her, “Have you ever heard God speak to 
you?”

She said, “No, I can’t say that I have.”
Her friend asked her, “Well, I know you pray and read 

the Bible. Does God speak to you?”
She replied, “No, I never literally heard God speak to 

me. But then, I can’t ever remember when God wasn’t with 
me. I have always believed that God was with me no matter 
what life handed me. So, I have this sense that everything 
that happens to me, God is with me.” 

This woman gives us a spiritual principle for living. It 
is a spirit of  looking forward and taking positive actions, 
based on the awareness of  God’s presence. Rather than 
grieving the past and finding fault with others, or even with 
life itself, this woman sees God with her. 

With that vision of  God with her, she moves in a 
life-giving direction. When the sun comes up, she’s gets 
moving, because she is aware of  that spiritual wisdom that 
guided the Apostle Paul: “I forget what lies behind, and 
strain forward for what lies ahead; I press on toward the 
prize of  God’s upward call.”

It’s 
morning...

Get 
moving!

Co-pastor 
Curtis Fussell
First 
Presbyterian Church
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Mountain Findings 
Thrift Store

Open every Friday & Saturday 
in April

10a to 1p
Cash or Check ONLY

Masks & 
Social Distancing required

432 Spruce Street • Highlands

...HOSPITAL continued from page 7
• Macon County Public Health, 1830 

Lakeside Drive, Franklin, NC, 828-349-
2081, https://maconnc.org/ 

• Jackson County Department of  
Public Health, 538 Scotts Creek Rd, Sylva, 
NC, 828-586-8994, http://health.jack-
sonnc.org/ 

• WCU Regional Vaccination Clinic, 
3971 Little Savannah Rd, Health and Hu-
man Services Bldg, Room 194, Cullowhee, 
NC, 828-227-8222, https://www.wcu.
edu/coronavirus/vaccine-info.aspx

• Ingles Pharmacy in Cashiers, 828-
743-6312

• Cashiers Valley Pharmacy, 72 Ca-
shiers Shopping Center, Cashiers, 828-

743-3114, https://cashiersvalleypharmacy.
com/

• Highlands Pharmacy, 195 Main St, 
Highlands, 828-526-2366

It’s easier to get your vaccine now too, 
because as of  April 7th, everyone 16 and 
older is eligible to receive one; there are no 
more tiers you have to track.

Getting your shot means less likeli-
hood for viral transmission in our commu-
nity, and fewer hospitalizations and deaths. 
You’re protecting your family, coworkers, 
neighbors and the entire Plateau commu-
nity, in addition to yourself, by stepping up 
and rolling up your sleeve. 

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

“The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia”

be the victim in suggestive or explicit 
positions. These images are not legitimate 
but are either said to show the victim, or 
the images have been changed using photo 
editing software to show the victim›s face. 

Many of  these social media scams 
have been reported to be targeting the local 
Hispanic community. The Department 
encourages anyone who has been the victim 
of  a similar scam to tell all of  their friends 
and connections that their account has been 
copied and ask them to report and block 
the fake account.

The Highlands Police Department 
advises every person to be cautious with 
their online activities. Here are a few 
recommendations to help safeguard 
yourself  online: 

When you receive a social media 
Friend, Follow, Chat, or Message request, 
make sure that you know the individual who 
sent the request, and take time to verify that 

the correct person actually sent it. 
If  you receive a Friend or Follow 

request from an unknown account, report 
the request to the social media company 
if  the account appears to be spam, or if  it 
appears to be impersonating someone else. 

Check your privacy settings on your 
social media pages, and make sure that 
anything personal that you have posted is set 
to “Friends Only, or a similar setting. Do the 
same with your “Followers” or “Friends” list. 
Having privacy settings turned to “Public” 
allows anyone, anywhere in the world to view 
your information. 

Be cautious in answering phone calls 
or text messages from unknown numbers. 

Following these recommendations can 
help increase your privacy and safety online. 
For more information, do a web search for 
Internet Safety Tips and check out online 
resources such as staysafeonline.org

...SCAMS continued from page 1

...HAZARD continued from page 1
parable to a similar bonus given by county 
commissioners earlier this year to county 
employees. 

Any employee who worked over 20 
days will receive $750 including substitute 
employees such as substitute teachers, bus 
drivers, and food nutrition workers. 

Employees who have worked at least 
10 days but less than 20 days will be con-
sidered part-time and receive a $375 bonus. 

Macon County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Chris Baldwin proposed the haz-
ard pay after end-of-year budget planning 
showed the district had additional CO-
VID19 relief  funding available. While the 

relief  funding had strict guidelines for how 
it could be spent, hazard pay for employees 
was one of  the acceptable allocations. 

Macon County Schools Finance Di-
rector said that ideally the bonuses will be 
distributed during the next pay cycle for em-
ployees and all currently active employees in 
the month of  May will receive the bonus. 

Each member of  the Board of  Educa-
tion expressed their appreciation to school 
system staff  for working over the last year, 
recognizing the trying times public educa-
tion has faced since the beginning of  the 
pandemic. 

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and 
on line at www.highlandsinfo.com

WORKS!
Email highlandseditor@aol.com or call 

828-200-1371
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045
(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$20 for Black/White

$25 for Color
Weekly Classified Rates

$6 for 10 words.
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight
$5 for graphic

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

The Arts Council of  Macon County is creat-
ing a literary publication to showcase the talents of  
Macon County’s many published authors. It will be 
released this summer, free for distribution and avail-
able in print and digital form. The purpose of  the 
publication is to promote local authors by exposing 
them to a wider readership, and to allow community 
members and visitors to sample the works of  many 
writers in one tabloid-style publication. 

The only eligibility requirements are that au-
thors be Macon County residents aged 18 or older, 
and that content be appropriate for readers of  all 
ages. To be included, submit one excerpt from your 
favorite published work (may be fiction or nonfic-
tion, from a book, magazine, or newspaper), with a 
500 word minimum, and approximately 1000 word 
maximum. Provide the work’s name, publication 
date, and publisher. Include your name, mailing 
address, email address, and phone number, plus a 
200 word bio. Deadline is May 15, 2021. Send hard 
copy submissions to The Art Council, PO Box 726, 
Franklin, NC 28744, and electronic submissions to 
arts4all@dnet.net. There is no entry fee. 

The Arts Council intends this to be an ongoing 
publication, in the same vein as The Wayah Review, a 
compilation of  essays, poems, and visual arts works 
published by the Council from 1980 until 1992, ed-
ited by Barbara McRae. While poets aren’t included 
in the 2021 publication, future editions will focus on 
different art forms, from poetry to visual arts to oral 
history and beyond. If  you have questions about this 
exciting project, contact the Arts Council, art4all@
dnet.net or 828-524-ARTS.

Calling all MC authors

Landmark 
announces new 
BIC at Sapphire

Marsha Bricker

Marsha Bricker, joins Land-
mark Realty Group as BIC at Sap-
phire office.

As a veteran real estate broker 
entrenched in the Sapphire area 
for nearly 30 years, Marsha brings her successful track 
record, unsurpassed knowledge, and real estate expertise 
to Landmark’s Sapphire Office at Burlingame.

“I am delighted to bring Marsha onto the Landmark 
team. She adds to the continued strength of  Landmark’s 
brand and force in the Highlands-Cashiers area. Marsha’s 
depth of  knowledge in the Burlingame, Sapphire and 
Lake Toxaway areas solidifies Landmark as the real estate 
leader on the Plateau,” says Carol Wilson, GM.

Marsha can be reached at 828-553-2357 (cell) 828-
482-0986 (office) or Marsha@LandmarkRG.com

Landmark’s Sapphire office is located at the entrance 
of  Burlingame Community, 19387 Rosman Highway, 
Sapphire, NC 28774.



•Classifieds•
HELP WANTED
CALLING ALL MERMAIDS! 

Spartina 449 now hiring part time 
key and sales position. Apply in per-
son. 394 Main St, Highlands. 828-787-
1178 (st. 4/29) 

PART TIME SALES PER-
SONAL NEEDED for ladies bou-
tique in Highlands. Needed friendly 
people person no sales experience 
necessary. 2-4 days a week call 828 
526 3608 for appointment. (st. 4/22)

THE MOUNTAIN RE-
TREAT AND LEARNING CEN-
TER - Are you looking for a sum-
mer job? We are still looking to fill 
the following positions: Kitchen Staff, 
Cabin Counselor, Health Center Co-
ordinator (must be 21+, EMT certi-
fied or higher), CIT Mentor (21+), 
ASCENDER Mentor (21+) You can 
find more details about these posi-
tions and apply on our website: The 
MountainRLC.org. Please reach out 
with any questions or concerns at 
youthcamp@themountainrlc.org. I 
look forward to seeing your applica-
tion! (st. 4/1) 

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
HIGHLANDS NC Now recruit-
ing for Employee Housing Property 
Manager, Banquet Captain, Assistant 
F&B Manager, Reservations Specialist, 
Fitness Manager, Fitness Instructor, 
Spa Attendant, Spa Concierge, Ware-
house Assistant, Retail Sales Associ-
ate, Seasonal Garden Laborer, Bar-
tender, Server, Host/Hostess, Busser, 
Cook, Baker, Pastry & Bread Cook, 
Dishwasher, Housekeeping, 2nd Shift 
Laundry, Cosmetologist, Front Desk 
Agent/Bellman, Night Audit, Over-
night Security. Benefits offered after 
90 days employment Apply online: 
www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers 

PART OR FULL TIME 
SALES ASSOCIATE needed. – 
Retail experience preferred. Please 
call 828-371-2582. (st. 2/18)

AT POSH PAWS
Posh Paws Pet Spa in Highlands, 

NC is now hiring full-time, part-time, 
and seasonal dog bathers. Our business 
hours are Tuesday-Saturday from 9a-5p, 
and we will be doing open interviews 
Tuesday-Friday from 10a-3p. We are not 
open in the evenings or on holidays, so 
you can expect to be able to enjoy those 
times with loved ones.

Have you ever been interested 
in working with animals or trying 
something new but weren’t sure how 
to get into the animal care industry? 
Working as a dog bather may be the job 
for you! This is an entry level position 
that requires no prior experience. 
Fast advancement opportunities are 
available through our self-paced, paid, 
one-on-one apprenticeship. This is a 
great opportunity to learn a trade skill 
without accumulating educational debt! 
All of our employees (including the 
owners of the business) have started 
their dog grooming careers as a bather.

Dog bathers must be willing to 
learn and take constructive criticism. 
We currently employ a wonderful group 
of people that works well as a team, so 
being a team player is a must. Drama will 
not be tolerated. A love for dogs and a 
high level of patience is also required. 
Attention to detail is a necessity as we 
never want to send home a dog that 
isn’t 100% clean.

This job does require standing for 
long periods of time and heavy lifting 
with help. The bather must be able to 
wash, rinse, and dry up to 8 large dogs 
per day plus small dogs. 

Daily duties will include bathing 
and blow drying the dogs, assisting the 
groomers when needed, and completing 
daily as well as weekly cleaning routines 
to keep our salon looking and smelling 
nice.

Still not sure if this would be the 
right job for you? Please give us a call 
at 828-526-9581 with any additional 
questions about the position or come 
by to take a quick no-obligation tour 
before applying. We look forward to 
hearing from you!
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WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT Looking for full-time hostess 
(great pay) dishwasher, prep cook, 
pantry and waitstaff. PM shift only. 
Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email 
wom2@me.com. (st. 2/4)

CASTING CALL! The High-
lands Playhouse is reopening and we 
are looking for talented and com-
mitted team members in a variety of 
roles. Leadership and box office staff 
positions are available (both full and 
part-time). Experience in business 
management/customer service and 
an interest in the arts is a must! The 
Highlands Playhouse is an 83 year old 
institution offering movies year-round 
and live entertainment in the Sum-
mer and Fall. Please send resumes and 
inquiries to HighlandsPlayhouse@
gmail.com (st. 2/18)

LUXURY LODGE MAN-
AGER NEEDED FOR LIVE IN 
POSITION. -- Prefer a local couple/
individual to entertain and maintain 
facility while enjoying living in an 
exceptional facility. Strong people/
communication skills needed. Must 
be flexible and have impeccable ref-
erences and experience in hospital-
ity/facility maintenance. Background/
knowledge in wine and bar beverages 
a plus. Interest/knowledge in hiking/
construction and outdoors is good 
also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. 
(st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY 
REEVES FURNITURE STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS is looking for full 
and part time sales and administrative 
positions. Sales — must be profes-
sional appearing, friendly, self-moti-
vated, and enthusiastic. Previous sales 
and customer service experience 

preferred. Design Assistant — must be 
attentive to detail, have computer and 
organizational skills. Duties include 
placing and following up on Purchase 
Orders, managing accounts, and work-
ing closely with our in-house Designer 
and design clients. Apply in person 
at 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC 
2874. (2/25) 

SERVICES 
HANDIMAN - Electrical, plumb-

ing, painting, carpentry. Call Al Edgar. 
828-332-7271. 828-369-6245. (4.1)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN 
– Can fix anything inside or out. car-
pentry, interior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. 
Will also monitor house during winter. 
Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-526-5984. (5/27) 

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. 
Stop paying agency prices and call me. 
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, En-
trance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Floor-
ing LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (4/29) 

GUTTER CLEANING, MET-
AL ROOF & FABRICATON 
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-
1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words

20 cents for each additional word.
$2 for color highlight

$5 for graphic
email: highlandseditor@aol.com



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves
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Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com
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Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

13

4
13

9

Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



c o l e  f u h r m a n
b r o k e r

cell: 843-576-9653
cole@landmarkrg.com

HIGHLANDS  OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for 
reservations

The Top Sales Team 
in Highlands 2020 

•Source HCMLS 

PaAL 

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200,9179 
Downtown Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828,526.8784 

Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165 

REAL ESTA.TE 
COMPANIES 
� THE WORLD" 

Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.4525 Uri) LUXURY 11' PORTFOLIO I INTERNATIONAL 

828.526.8784 I patallenrealtygroup.com 

REALTY GROUP 

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

NOW OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30

7 days a week 

40 Years of Fine Dining

Making Deals. Making History. 
Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS 
sales for a single broker this year closing over 
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings! 

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented 
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS. 
She represented 100 happy clients in closed 
transactions in 2020. 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke 
the Highlands sales history by selling over a 
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020. 

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303 
Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001 
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017 
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019 


