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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Mid-march, Governor Coo-
per signed Senate Bill 220 into 
law. Senate Bill 220 requires Lo-
cal Boards of  Education to pro-

vide in-person learning for grade 
K-5 in Plan A, and for grades 6-12 
in either Plan B or Plan A, while 
meeting all health and safety re-

quirements in the Strong Schools 
NC Public Health Toolkit (K-12). 

Plan A means that all stu-

Highlands School sticking to schedule 
for remainder of ‘20-’21 school year

Repairs at Bridal Veil and the paving of 
business district have finished up early
N.C. Department of  Trans-

portation crews completed the 
repair job at U.S. 64 at Bridal Veil 

Falls ahead of  schedule. It was 
slotted to be completed April 16.

The highway is now open 

without traffic lights and without 
detours to and from Highlands 

Mildred Zachary Wilson, joined here with her sisters Lil-
lian Waller and Lucille Potts has seen some changes in her 100 
years. Last week she celebrated her 100th birthday twice – once 
on Monday and again on Thursday with luncheon celebrations 
that included a host of  extended family members and friends.

Daughter of  Lyman and Dora Zachary, Mildred was born 
on April 5, 1921, and upon graduation from Highlands School 
married to Curt A. Wilson.

Together they created Wilson Electric, now Wilson Gas 
Service of  Highlands and Cashiers.

Living for 100 years is 
no small feat!

For a little over a week, motorist travelling US 64 west were greeted with traffic lights and one lane for travel but 
with work finishing up early, US 64 west is open and it’s business as usual.	  	     – Photo by Kim Lewicki
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The Highlands Community Plan study is currently underway. This plan will guide 
future policy making in Highlands and will likely impact your business as well as members 
of  the community. Your input is critical to the ultimate creation of  a plan that includes 
the knowledge and insight of  our business community. 

Here is the link to the 10-minute survey:

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HighlandsBizSurvey

To all businesses

I’m always on alert while 
the North Carolina legisla-
ture is in session, especial-

ly in April when new bills are 
being proposed. There is one 
proposed bill, SB 349/HB401-
Increase Housing Opportuni-
ties, that really causes me con-
cern. It sounds so good, who 
wouldn’t want more housing 
opportunities amid the cur-
rent state and national housing 
crisis?

But, upon further review, 
I see the bill as another effort by the leg-
islature to preempt local government. The 
proposed legislation would overturn R1 
and other single-family zoning in all the 
municipalities of  North Carolina. Under 
this law, local R1 zoning would have to 
permit duplexes, triplexes, quadriplexes 
and town homes. Accessory dwelling units 
would also be permitted. Communities 
could not have ordinances that only per-
mitted single family dwelling on residential 
parcels. Furthermore with the addition of  
units, there could be no parking limits for 
added units, nor could a town set limits on 
future density levels.

If  that were not enough, 
there are barriers in the pro-
posed legislation to curtail 
neighborhood legal disputes in-
volving developments. In other 
works, if  a developer decided 
to put multiple dwellings on a 
1-acre lot and could meet soil 
and water requirements, neigh-
bors in a subdivision would 
have little or no legal recourse. 
For that matter, municipalities 
would be in the same situation.

The North Carolina League 
of  Municipalities has come out against SB 
349/HB401. The bill does have bipartisan 
sponsors, Senators Edwards, Newton and 
Fitch. The League of  Municipalities posi-
tion is that a sweeping one size fits all bill 
does not address the unique situations of  
individual communities. There is also the 
concern about yet another preemptive piece 
of  legislation that erodes a town’s ability to 
respond to residents’ needs and desires. 

Ironically, in some quarters this bill is 
be touted as a way to address affordable, 
workforce housing. In fact, the bill has no 
provisions for workforce housing. A de-
veloper could build in residential zones ex-
tremely expensive homes near the business 
district of  Highlands, even VRBO them at 
premium rates, under this legislation. 

Anyone who has concerns about this 
pending legislation should contact our sen-
ator and state representative. Contact Sena-
tor Kevin Corbin at corbin@dnet.com, and 
Representative Carl Gillespie at karl@karl-
gillespie.com. 

On another topic, I have received com-
plaints about folks continuing to use non-
conforming trash cans that are not bear-
resistant nor toters. The town does enforce 
the bear-resistant toter ordinance. Never-
theless, a person can have a regular trash 
can at their residence. I have several around 
and in my pottery studio and outdoor fire-
place, but I don’t put household, kitchen 
garbage in them. The ordinance prohibits 
residents from placing household garbage 
in these regular trash cans and placing them 
on the street curb for garbage pickup. Our 
sanitation crews report violations to our 
police officer who is in charge of  code en-

Beware of legislation double talk
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Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Only a few Estate Lots remaining, call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Dining•

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours • 12-9p
Closed Wed. 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

(Closed Wednesdays)
474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

NOW OPEN
Wednesday - Sunday 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. • Dining Room at 5:30 p.m.
Please call for reservations

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro 
wouldn’t be here today 

without trust, loyalty, and the 
continued support of our customers, 

and employees. 
We hope to see you soon!

– Chef & Mindy Green
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

NOW OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30
7 nights a 

week

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon - Sat   11am-3pm 
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC

www.highlandssmokehouse.com

Ji[)u�r,-�

2-Ribeyes
Two Baking Potatoes 

Fresh Broccoli 
2 Slices of Chocolate Buttermilk Pie 

$31.95 
We prepare-you cook and heat 

Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

Apri l  9-10
Weekend Spec ia l

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY.COM 
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT.INFO 
SMALLWOOD AVENUE I HIGHLANDS I 828-526-9419 



•Highlands Dining•

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Paoletti

Reservations: 828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

OPENING THURSDAY APRIL 8
For our 37th Season!

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Closed Tues. & Wed. in April

Proudly Introducing 
Chef de Cuisine Alberto Rodriguez and 
Wine Director/Advanced Sommelier 

Kyle Tarczynski
Come See What’s New on Our Menu

Ristorante
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Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

•Highlands Dining•

Open Friday-Sunday
11a to 5p

•Letters•

Dear Editor,
After reading the article entitled: “NC may join others 

and expand Medicaid,”I came away with the impression 
that our elected officials from Western North Carolina 
are ready to vote for Medicaid Expansion. That is not the 
case. 

The NC General Assembly has voted multiple times 
against the program that would provide health care insur-
ance to people who earn too much money to qualify for 
Medicaid, but too little to qualify for a marketplace sub-
sidy. That is about 600,000 North Carolinians. 

Senator Corbin says he will be filing a bill that would 
expand access to healthcare. Do not be confused. The 
partial expansion that Senator Corbin spoke of  is not the 
solution, nor is it Medicaid Expansion. It is a band-aid on 
a gaping wound. Why cover some when we can cover all? 

Why leave Federal money on the table that would pay 
for this coverage? The latest COVID relief  package will 
bring $1.7 billion into our state over the next two years IF 
we expand Medicaid. With Senator Corbin’s plan? Noth-
ing. 

A statewide poll found that 64% of  Republicans, 
76% of  unaffiliated voters, and 83% of  Democrats sup-
port closing the Medicaid gap. Saying “I don’t think there’s 
the votes in the House or Senate to get that” treats our 
lives like they’re a political game. Rural North Carolinians 
are dying. We need health insurance now. And we need 
Senator Corbin to fight for what we need, not just what’s 
politically convenient. 

Jean Wright
Franklin

Despite what politicians say, 
North Carolina’s inclusion in 
Medicaid is a long way offDear Editor,

Over the past several years those of  us living near or 
off  of  Highway 28 south (The Wallhalla Road) have been 
curious about the roadside horror show. Drive south 
from Bryson’s about a mile—or less—and there is a junk-
yard on one side and a landfill on the other. 

I know most of  our city government employees 
must live off  of  64 or 106 because they would not allow 
this ugliness to exist if  they had to see it. 

We are well within town limits but absolutely off  the 
radar. 

Yes, we have complained. Yes we have brought it be-
fore the various town boards. Yes we have been promised 
“ to look into it”. Really?

Isn’t there an ordinance which requires screening for 
unsightly industries along the road, OEI screens beauti-
ful areas with fast growing trees, but we can’t screen un-
sightly ones?

I am talking about wrecked cars within a couple of  
feet of  the roadway, one horribly mildewed Audi which 
has been sitting roadside for years, plus various messy ve-
hicles everywhere, 

The other side of  the road has signs asking for 
dirt—DIRT—to cover what once was a beautiful rock 
garden. Dirt piles make it look like a landfill. 

Why doesn’t that matter? Why is it OK within the 
town of  Highlands to have eyesores galore while the 
town talks about paving. It is not right.

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Apparently, anything goes 
on the Highlands roadsides

Dear Editor,
Surely, I am not the only one driving from the Georgia 

line into Highlands to be appalled by the amount of  litter 
along the Dillard Road.

For 20 of  my 39 years in business in Highlands as 
Juliana’s, I sponsored an Adopt-a-Highway section of  this 
road and it was kept much cleaner. The business sponsoring 
a portion of  this road now has neglected to keep it clean.

As well as litter along this road that leads to Highlands, 
there is vandalism. The two overlooks have had the stone 
pillars’ wooden railing smashed and one of  the USFS signs 
has been knocked down twice.

The individuals doing this littering and vandalism 
hopefully do not reside in this beautiful area. They have 
no regard for why Highlands, NC is a destination for those 
seeking nature and community at its finest.

We need to have area groups organized to keep the 
roads into Highlands free of  litter year-round. One litter 
pickup in the spring is insufficient. 

Help is needed now as the Dillard Road is the main 
road to our beloved Highlands. At the moment, this road 
is an embarrassment. 

Julian Stottlemyer
Highlands

Litter abounds on GA Road - 
NC 106



Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
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Walk to Main Street from this 
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bath home with a view. 

Bonus room, Garage. Covered patio. 
MLS#95725 • $715,000.

Walk to Main Street!

BLAIR REALTY
315 Country Club Drive

Highlands, NC 28741
BLAIR: 828-421-6995 • MARGARET: 828-421-1295

...REPAIRS continued from page 1
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C�er/ or Plastic Sur 

RobertT.Buchanan,MD 
00 828-526-3783 To Learn More 

209 Hospital Dr., Suite 202, Highlamls, N.C. 
www .PlasticSurgeiyToday.com 

rent year-round, they are not all 
workers, they’re business own-
ers, retirees and others too. We 
need homes for these people in 
our town, whether it’s a home for 
sale or a home to rent, the need 
is there. We will get through this. 
The problem at hand reminds 
me of  the parking problem. The 
REAL problem isn’t when there’s 
no place to park, it’s when the 
parking spaces are empty. In the 
housing market, the REAL prob-
lem isn’t when there are no hous-
es to rent or buy, it’s when there 
are too many empty homes. Be 
patient and be kind. I’ll end with 
my Realtor prayer. “Lord, please 
let my sellers and landlords not 
be greedy and my buyers and 
renters not be needy.” 

...INVESTING 
 continued from 
page 7

via Buck Creek Road. 
According to Division 14 

Maintenance Engineer Wesley 
Grindstaff, the repairs needed to 
be made to secure the structural 
integrity of  the road.

“It was necessary to limit the 
possibility of  long-term damage to 
the highway, and it was necessary 
for the safety of  many visitors and 
residents in the area.”

Heavy rains from Hurricane 
Zeta in October damaged the 
drainage pipe under U.S. 64 that 
carries water from the falls under 
the highway and washed away ma-
terial supporting the highway. 

NCDOT crews have re-
moved the broken pipe and in-
stalled a new pipe under the road-
way. They also rebuilt the slope 
below the road by building a new 
embankment one stone at a time. 

NCDOT officials developed 
a plan with the U.S. Forest Service 
to limit impacts on the forest be-
low the road.

On Tuesday, a new guardrail 
was installed along the road op-
posite the falls where the damage 
ocurred. 

The roadway around Bridal 
Veil and the parking areas will be 
patched and paved as soon as that 
job can be scheduled.

Main Street Paving
In town, the paving of  Main 

Street from 1st and a bit beyond 

5th street as well as south 4th 
Street to NC 28 south and north 
4th Street to Maple Street has also 
been completed ahead of  sched-
ule. 

Next up is the striping of  
the parking spaces that have been 
outlined with white dots through-
out the business district.

A patch crew will come soon 
to patch areas on US 64 east past 
Maple and NC 28 south past 4th 
Street. Once that is completed, 
paving will continue on those 
roadways as planned.

– Km Lewicki

The drainage pipe under US 64 that carries water away from the falls was 
replaced and the embankment repaired		      – photo by Kim Lewicki



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 8, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

� SUMMER HOUSE 
BtJ Reef/es 

Newly Renovated Showrooms • Bedroom Furnishings • Beautiful Bed & Bath Store 
Monday - Friday 9:00 - 5:00 I Closed Sundays 

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 828-526-5577 I 2 Miles From Main Street 
SummerHouseHighlands.com 

WHITE GLOVE DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHEAST & BEYOND 

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•
Surviving the housing shortage 

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation 

Rentals
828-526-3717

“Spring buyers have 52% 
fewer homes to choose from” ac-
cording to magazine.Realtor. 

They were quot-
ing Realtor.com’s 
monthly housing 

trends report, and went on 
to report, nationwide, buy-
ers seem to be in a hurry, 
perhaps trying to buy be-
fore further increases. 

More homes will be 
listed in the weeks and 
months to come, but you 
can expect the prices to be 
higher. 

In some parts of  the 
country, home prices have 
skyrocketed. 

In March 2021, Austin, TX ballooned 
to 39%, Buffalo, NY to 28% and Los An-
geles to 24% over the previous month. 

The national average list price in 
March was $370,000 which is a 15.6% 
jump over March of  2020. Remember 
March of  2020? 

In our Highlands-Cashiers Multiple 
Listing Service, which encompasses High-
lands, Cashiers, Scaly Mountain, Glenville, 
Sapphire, Toxaway, Horse Cove and other 
fringe areas, the March 2021 average list 
price was $788,512. Even though the av-
erage list price in our area is 2.13 higher 
than the national average, the increase 
compared to March of  2020 is very close 
at 17.7%. 

To be more specific to our area: 
March 2021 there were 90 closings 

with an average list price of  $788,512. and 
an average sales price of  $767,609. The 
average list-to-sales price ratio was 97%. 

March 2020 there were 47 closings 
with an average list price of  $669,999 and 
an average sales price of  $632,714. The 
average list-to-sales ratio was 94%. 

So, what happens next? 
Now IS the time to sell, but you may 

want to carefully consider your options af-
ter the sale. Last year, we had many phone 
calls from jubilant sellers looking for a 
rental for the season. Some of  them stat-
ing, “I just sold my house. I didn’t expect 
it to sell so fast, now I need somewhere 
to go, the buyers want to take possession 
soon.” Most were unpleasantly surprised 
to hear things like, “I’m sorry, we don’t 
have anything for the season, no, there 
are no homes available for 1-3 months, 

they’re booked up. No, we 
don’t have a year-round 
rental home.” 

It is not unusual for our 
office to have vacation rent-
als that are also listed for 
sale, but last year all of  those 
sold except for one, and ac-
tivity hasn’t slowed on that 
one either, it’s just a matter 
of  time. 

The vacation rental 
market is suffering from a 
housing shortage just like 
the housing market. 

Our area was one of  
“the lucky ones” during the 
pandemic. Not all resort ar-
eas fared the same results as 

the western NC mountain region. 
Yes, there are good things and not so 

good things that happen when all the avail-
able properties are full of  people. 

Some of  the people are second home-
owners, others new buyers, others transient 
vacationers, who may decide to make High-
lands their home, or at least their home-
away-from-home. All of  them want the 
same thing. Peaceful times, some time with 
family while enjoying the beauty of  our 
mountains. Some of  the first timers won’t 
be back because we’re just too – whatever 
it is they don’t like, or not-enough of  what-
ever it is they DO want. But the majority of  
the first timers will be back because they’ve 
found a place much like we all did at one 
time. It doesn’t whether if  we were born 
here or not, the feeling of  belonging or 
wanting to belong here is what gets into our 
blood and runs through our veins. 

Some people come and some people 
go. Some stay for a few years, some stay a 
lifetime, while others come here to spend 
the rest of  their life. We are saddened when 
some leave, especially when they die, and 
others, we never even knew they were here. 
Whether it was their choice to live in soli-
tude or our fault for not reaching out, it’s 
still a loss just the same. Everybody has a 
part in living here in these hills. 

So, just how do we survive the housing 
shortage? We just do. We do it like we’ve 
survived all the other ups and downs of  the 
real estate, vacation rental, and year-round 
housing for workers and people discovering 
our area, renting before they buy. You may 
be surprised to find out how many people 

• See INVESTING page 6



I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dinner
Thurs. - Sat.

5p until

Dine in within our heated, weather-proof enclosure!

OLD EDWARDS 
CHEF DINNERS AT THE FARM

Book Now Online

FISHER VINEYARDS  •  MAY 21

FOX BROTHERS DISCO PIG PARTY  •  JUNE 12

CHAMPAGNE LAURENT-PERRIER  •  JULY 29

STEVEN SATTERFIELD & JOSEPH LENN  •  AUGUST 15

View the full lineup at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/ChefDinners
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The Bookworm will be 
open Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday in April from 11-3. 
Please come visit to see what 
is new!

Now open 
Thurs.-Sat

CATSPEAK

•Princess Puddin’ Speaks• 
Puddin’ and the dentist

If  you’re one of  my 
fans—and who 
isn’t—you may re-

call that I don’t care 
for vet visits. Well, this 
year’s visit was no ex-
ception. I recall hearing 
Mum on the phone in 
December telling the vet 
that my dental appoint-
ment would have to wait 
for the New Year. It was 
something to the effect that both she and 
Dad had dental work done in November 
plus the fact that my canine brother had his 
teeth cleaned in December. I was hoping 
she’d forget and I’d dodge that bullet.

Alas, Mum’s memory still works, 
sometimes. I was grabbed, shoved in a car-
rying box, and driven to the dentist early 
one morning. My meowing the entire way 
didn’t faze her. What part of  no, no, no did 
she not understand?

You realize, don’t you, that we kitties 
are knocked out to have our teeth cleaned? 
That’s right. We’re not like you humans 
who get to recline comfortably in a chair 
while still awake. And let me tell you, bad 
things happen when you’re asleep at the 
vet. I woke up with four fewer teeth. They 
pulled four of  my teeth, I tell you!

Mum was worried I would have trou-
ble eating, and I considered letting her 
think I did. All too soon, though, I craved a 
treat, so I gave up on that idea and jumped 
on her desk and told her to dig out my 
treats. After several handfuls of  those, I felt 
much better. I was starving after no food 
since midnight. I am a creature of  habit 
and missed my puddle of  milk that morn-
ing. Mum claims the vet told her not to feed 

me too much the first 
night, but I put my paw 
down about that. 

I ate almost an 
entire can of  cat food 
after wailing plaintively 
at my dish as Mum put 
dab after dab of  wet 
food in it. The worst 
was over. At least that’s 
what I thought. But 
nooo. Mum grabbed 

me, wrapped me in a towel, and handed 
me to Dad. What’s up with this? I thought.

Oh, the indignity. What happened 
next was Mum squirting liquid antibiotics 
in my mouth from a syringe. I showed her 
when I deposited the first mouthful on 
Dad’s shirt, but Mum didn’t give up. Her 
aim was better the second time. Quite pos-
sibly, seven days of  medicine squirts were 
worse than the vet visit. Between the two 
of  them, Mum and Dad managed to sneak 
up on me and wrap me like a mummy ev-
ery night for a whole week. 

I tried hard to shun Mum as punish-
ment, but it’s hard to stay away from the 
woman with the kitty treats. Dad? I figured 
he was just following orders, so I forgave 
him and crawled in his lap to watch TV 
every night as usual. All I can say is that’s 
one week I won’t soon forget.

Mum and Dad should be happy I 
handled it as well as I did. Can you imagine 
what Grumpy Cat would have done?

• To contact Puddin’ or her Mom, 
write inkpenn119@gmail.com. Kathy Ma-
nos Penn’s cozy mysteries can be found on 
Amazon and locally at Books Unlimited in 
Franklin. 
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•Princess Puddin’ Speaks• 
Beware of extra copperheads out snacking on cicadas in North Carolina this spring

By Robin Jarvis 
North Carolina Nature 

Recently, word got out about the up-
coming emergence of  the Brood X Cica-
da set to take place this spring in parts of  
North Carolina. 

Expect the volume to roar to an all-
time high when the event occurs, as this 
brood is the largest in mass of  all of  the 
15 broods that appear periodically and in 
17-year increments. 

Well, as if  the annoyance of  the noise 
weren’t enough, it seems there is more 
than one reason for this year’s emergence 
to turn your head: copperheads!

While these uncertain times are limit-
ing many aspects of  life while you venture 
out to experience the elements and des-
tinations that make North Carolina great, 
please take proper precautions or add 
them to your bucket list to see at a later 
date. 

It turns out, copperheads love to 
snack on these crispy little creatures.

And soon, Brood X will be covering 
the landscape in many parts of  the Tar 
Heel State, as they make their way to the 
surface for the first time in 17 years in ef-
forts to breed — and then go back deep 
underground again for another 17 years.

But thanks to the copperheads in 
North Carolina, many of  them won’t ever 
make it back underground.

Copperheads are carnivores by na-
ture. They eat mice, small birds, lizards, 
amphibians, other smaller snakes and they 
absolutely love cicadas.

A copperhead is typically an ambush 
predator and will lie in wait for long peri-
ods awaiting the next opportunity to dine.

The cicadas this year won’t last long 
in a copperhead’s territory.

Be on the lookout for copperheads 
anywhere you find cicadas this spring. 
You never know when one may be dis-
guised by the landscape and you certainly 
won’t want to step on one.

Copperheads will be feasting like kings 
on Brood X Cicadas set to emerge this 
spring.



Mountain Findings 
Thrift Store

Open every Friday & Saturday 
in April

10a to 1p
Cash or Check ONLY

Masks & 
Social Distancing required

432 Spruce Street • Highlands

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

ARE YOU READY FOR HIGH SEASON?
The Firewood Company
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Though I hated to watch 
while all the daffodils and 
forsythia of  these moun-

tains shivered, the cold snap of  
the past week gave me a chance 
to have a last meeting with the 
icicles, to remember what I loved 
about winter. They returned as 
quickly as they had vanished 
when the balm of  early spring 
started to come on, and as I write 
they are melting on the east slope 
near where I live on Brushy Face. 
Icicles are a kind of  weather 
koan. They form when the air is 
sub-freezing but the ground has 
already started to melt off. Of  
course they are never the same 
when they return, taking on new 
points in new places, new ice ac-
cumulations, sculptures more 
extravagant than I’ve ever seen 
at any banquet, depending on 
the wind, and this variation and 
surprise pleases me more than I 
ever knew it could. For a couple 
of  days last week, there was the 
opportunity to be in two seasons 

at once, to experience the discom-
fort of  transitions, to be given a 
chance to be more resilient and 
nimble than I wanted to have to 
be. Everyone waits for spring, but 
maybe people in the mountains 
wait for it differently, and longer. 
And this must be the spring of  all 
springs, with more waiting -- for 
vaccines, for the slowing of  death 
rates, for the opening of  the social 
world -- than I have ever known. 

In fact, despite the actual 
seasons, all of  the last year has 
felt like a kind of  winter; I have 
alternated between feeling cozy 
and feeling the onset of  mad-
ness, back and forth, many times. 
Christopher Kurtz, a furniture 
maker I know in the Hudson Val-
ley of  New York, has made dur-
ing the pandemic a large ward-
robe which looks from a distance 
to be covered in a great billowing 
cloth, but come closer and you see 
that the undulation is actually in 
the carving. Something about the 
way that the object appears to be 
covered up speaks to the now: we 
have not been social witnesses to 
each other. Our houses lie around 
waiting to be dusted off  and peo-
pled again. Even introverts want 
to be invited to a party. 

Living in the city, I had my 
favorite coffee shop, my favorite 
blocks to walk from here to there. 
In Highlands I have my favorite 
grotto for listening to the icicles 
melt. It is on the slope up the drive 
to Little Bear Pen mountain, and 
the sound of  the melt there right 
now rivals all my favorite songs. I 

have heard that melting glaciers 
(may they slow) sound like frying 
bacon from all the trapped gas 
and air being released. Icicle melt 
sounds like a symphony of  drips, 
inside a cave, or like a micro-
phone is being held up to an or-
dinary slow rain. And of  course 
there is the distinct, uncanny sen-
sation of  standing there listening 
to this loud and constant trickle 
while not being rained on. 

I started giving other awards 
inside my mind to that which has, 
collectively, saved me this year. 
Favorite mushroom (cordyceps), 
favorite lichen (usnea, also called 
old man’s beard), favorite dock 
(Cliffside Lake), favorite encoun-
ter with a rattlesnake (Bartram 
Trail), favorite winter 50% off  
sale (JG Gabriel), favorite unaf-
fordable object (a Chinese export 
urn lamp at CK Swan, $1800), 
favorite seasonal discount (Half  
Mile Farm), favorite coffee and 
reading destination (Sylva, for 
White Moon Coffee and City 
Lights books), favorite seasonal 
mascot (stuffed prisoner at the 
old jail), favorite store reloca-
tion (Oakleaf  into the old Stone 
Lantern), favorite procured non-
native herb (saffron from the 
Spice & Tea Exchange), favorite 
donut (the Homer from Sugar 
Cloud), favorite secret coffee 
place (Wells Hotel) favorite bak-
ery item (pimiento cheese biscuit 
at Bent Willow in Franklin), fa-
vorite local festival (Dahlia festi-
val), favorite weaver (Mary Cath-
erine at the Farmer’s Market), 
favorite farmer and forager (Joey 
at the Mountain), favorite weed 
(jewelweed), favorite winter bird 
encounter (so many murders of  
crows). 

In stoic philosophy, there 
is a practice called the last time 
meditation. You have to think 
of  whatever you are doing, and 
you have to imagine that you are 
doing that thing for the last time, 
with the knowledge that some-
day, it really will be. Most last 

•Small Town, Big Thoughts•

Anna McDonald

The soothing sounds of the spring thaw

• See McDONALD page 19



A Post and Beam Masterpiece: 3BR 4Bath on 96 acres in 
Lake Toxaway. Privacy, views, subdividing possible, trails, stream 

& small waterfall. Offered for $2,795,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 
producing office on the Plateau 

2020

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909
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The Literacy & Learning Center students 
enjoy visits from Ben the Reading Dog

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Ben the Reading Dog, a.k.a Ben 
Crenshaw, is an 85-pound silver lab who 
often visits students at The Literacy & 
Learning Center (TL&LC) for a bit of  
story time. During each visit, students 
gather around Ben and read a book of  
their choice aloud giving them a chance 
to work on their literacy skills.

“Reading aloud can sometimes be 
difficult for children, especially those 
who struggle overall with reading,” said 
TL&LC Executive Director Bonnie 
Potts. “Having a friendly face like Ben’s 
to listen patiently to them helps alleviate 
some of  the anxiety associated with read-
ing aloud and helps them grow as read-
ers. We’ve seen a lot of  this firsthand. 
The students are excited to see the dog 
and often volunteer to read aloud to him 
when otherwise they might not.”

Aubrie Potts, 11, said she loves when 
Ben stops by for a visit.

“It’s so fun when Ben visits because 
he’s a dog, and I love dogs,” said Aubrie. 
“He’s really fun and sits down in your lap 
and listens to you read.”

Miley Zagal, 9, said Ben is a such a 
good listener she started reading at home 
to her dog, Rocky.

“Rocky likes interesting adventure 
stories, especially about dogs,” said Zagal. 
“He always lays down on my bed and lis-
tens really well and I really like reading out 
loud to him.”

TL&LC Marketing Manager Jenni 
Edwards said it can be easier for children 
to read aloud to animals.

“It increases a student’s confidence 
who may have trouble reading out loud,” 
said Edwards. “Ben is an active listener, 
but not someone who will judge you. He 
is patient and good natured, and the kids 
love when he visits.”

Ariana Trejo, 6, said she really likes 
reading to Ben at TL&LC but doesn’t have 
a dog at home to read to, so she works with 
what she has.

“I read to my little sister, she sits there 
and listens,” said Trejo. “But I think it’s 
awesome because she learns new words.”

Ben is a licensed therapy dog and has 
been volunteering at TL&LC since 2017. 
He is named after two-time Masters Tour-
nament champion Ben Crenshaw.

Ben the Reading Dog often visits TL&LC and listens to students read books aloud helping them 
improve their reading skills.

– Photos courtesy of the Literacy Council.

Ben the Reading Dog.
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April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

IANBERRY 
INSURAN CE 

'I. 1 _:, 

141 Main Street, 
Highlands 

828-526-8939

. \$7SrANBERRY-INS.COM 

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

Spring Home Improvement -2021

pinterest.com

By Manasa Reddigari	  
Spring brings blooming flowers and budding trees, 

but it also brings a long list of  home improvement chores 
that accumulated over the winter. Now is the time to 

The Essential Guide to Spring Home Improvement
tackle cleaning projects, exterior maintenance, and routine 
HVAC checkups in preparation for the summer months 
ahead. But with so much to do, it can be hard to decide 
which tasks are essential and which can wait. Most home-
owners will admit that they’re short on the time (and man-
power) required to complete all that must be done. So 
what do you do with a to-do list that never ends? Take a 
cue those in the business. With the help of  their tips and 
expert advice, you might just gain the tools you need to 
chart a road map for your spring home improvement jour-
ney. So, get reading, then get to work on giving your home 
the TLC it deserves.

CLEANING
Don’t consider your spring cleaning done and dust-

ed until you have attended to hardworking surfaces and 
fixtures both indoors and out. Deep cleaning the oft-ne-
glected—but vital—elements of  your home like window 
sashes, exterior siding, and bathroom fixtures not only 
preserves, but also prolongs the life of  these features.

• Wash windows: Giving windows a thorough clean-
ing requires more than polishing the panes. Inspect your 
windowsills, jambs, and sashes once a year for rot and 
mold, and replace the windows or casings as necessary. If  
your windows have seen better days, consider replacement 
windows, which can really boost curb appeal. As well, new 
window insulation technology affords more comfortable 
indoor temperatures, keeping warm air out in the sum-
mer and inside during the winter. And remember that even 
newer windows have to be maintained, and this task takes 
conscientious effort. To save time and elbow grease, con-
sider purchasing no- or low-maintenance windows. Mois-
ture-resistant vinyl windows. Because the frame is made 
of  vinyl instead of  wood, there’s no need for paint and the 
frame is not prone to rot. Plus, easy-to-access tilt-in sashes 
make cleaning the exterior panes a breeze.

• Hose down exterior siding: A fresh-faced house be-
gins with clean siding. No matter what kind of  siding you 
have—wood, brick, or vinyl—you can start by giving your 
home exterior a quick hose-down. To banish destructive 
mold, mildew, and discoloration, however, you may need 

to employ an effective cleanser and a bit of  elbow grease. 
For wood siding, use mild soap and water, then scrub 
with a gentle brush to remove spots and stains. If  your 
home has brick siding, try a mixture of  bleach and water 
to eliminate mold or mildew. And if  you’re looking for 
the lowest-maintenance siding material, consider vinyl. – 
cleaning vinyl means nothing more than rinsing with a 
garden hose. No matter what kind of  siding you have, 
make sure you put a good cleaning toward the top of  your 
springtime to-do list. Sparkling siding boosts curb appeal 
and keeps your admiring neighbors happy.

• Give faucets and sinks a facelift: Over recent years, 
numerous sink and faucet design trends have emerged, 
including deep basin sinks and faucets with detachable 
sprayers. But one trend has never been in vogue—mold 
and mildew-lined faucets and sinks. If  your kitchen or 
bathroom sinks are less than fresh, clean them with a 
non-damaging solution like vinegar, lemons, or mild de-
tergent. While a good cleaning can solve many sink prob-
lems, some issues—such as chipped enamel or stubborn 
rust stains—might call for a full replacement. 
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• See GUIDE page 15

Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Power outages… we’ve all suffered through them.  The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.  
Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage – 
whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.   
So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages. 

Are you prepared for Power Outages? 

Call or go online today for more information

7 .dR dralliD 144 , S NIATNUOM YLAC , N aniloraC htro  2  3239-5778

A  snoS dna htraeD nall
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S   ecivre
W  etisbe

(  5239-625 )828
(  5239-625 )828
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Spring Home Improvement -2021
HOME EXTERIOR CARE
If  Old Man Winter pummeled your home with 

snowstorms, deep freezes, and fallen trees last season, 
it may now have the damaged roof, gutters, doors, and 
walkways to prove it. Inspect exterior features for dam-
age or deformity, replacing or refreshing them so they 
can continue doing the work they were designed to do, 
protecting your home from wind, rain, and other dangers.

• Check the roof  and gutters: If, during your spring 
roof  inspection, you observe broken, buckling, or miss-
ing shingles, you should either repair or replace the dam-
aged sections to keep water and pests from entering your 
home. Likewise, replace cracked or sagging gutters so that 
water channels away from the foundation, where it can 
lead to flooded basements or worse. To get a start on 
your roof  or gutter repair, check out the service ads in 
this issue. 

• Update the front door, or more: A weatherworn 
entry door that bears no other signs of  distress, such as 
cracks, dents, or a sagging frame, may just need a fresh 
coat of  paint. In fact, paint can be a great solution for a 
tired exterior. Painting the exterior gives your home an 
all-new look, and it’s a great option for those on a tighter 
budget. If  your whole house could benefit from an up-

dated paint job, begin by choosing a paint color and prep-
ping the exterior surfaces. Hose off  dirt, scrape flaking 
paint, and caulk cracks and gaps before you get started to 
make your new paint job last longer. If  you decide to have 
the work completed by a pro, consider calling one of  the 
experts in this issue.

• Replace chipped walkways or patios: Winter weather 
is hard on concrete walkways and patios. Fluctuations in 
temperature—repeated freezing and thawing—can cause 
these hard surfaces to crack and chip. Spring is the perfect 
time to repair this damage. First, purchase a concrete repair 
mix from your local home center. Once you’ve gathered 
the necessary tools and materials, use a chisel and hammer 
to chip away loose pieces of  concrete, then rinse the area 
before applying the repair compound with a putty knife. 
Pick a rain-free weekend for the fix to allow the patch 
enough time to set. Or, hire an expert!

HVAC
Soaring temperatures will be here before you know it, 

and by then it will be too late to perform preventive main-
tenance on your HVAC system. Now is the time to inspect 
your HVAC units and prepare them to handle the blister-
ing summer. So, eyeball your air conditioner, attic fan, and 
ductwork for signs of  trouble, replacing them if  needed to 
ensure that fresh, cool air circulates throughout your home 

no matter how hot it gets outside.
• Inspect the air conditioner: Power on your AC unit 

to make sure it’s still providing clean, cool air to your 
home. If  yours isn’t quite cutting it anymore—if  you have 
to endure poor indoor air quality, excessive noise, or un-
even cooling—it’s time to consider repairing or replacing 
it. Before you opt for a repair, take the unit’s age into ac-
count; repairing an older model may not be worth it. An 
AC unit older than a decade “may already be on borrowed 
time.” It’s important to evaluate the situation and select a 
course of  action that will result in peace of  mind and a 
cool, comfortable home.

• Test the attic fan: An attic fan keeps your home cool 
and your energy bills low. The downside of  a whole-house 
fan, however, is that the fan motor frequently burns out. 
Test your attic fan motor by switching it on. Replace it 
if  it won’t run—most new motors cost between $50 and 
$100 and take little effort to replace. If  you have an older 
model, though, consider the benefits of  replacing the 
whole fan rather than just the motor. Newer fans boast 
greater energy efficiency, resulting in lower utility bills, so 
it may actually be more cost-effective to upgrade.than to 
repair an old unit.

• Check ductwork for efficiency: Ducts that channel 
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Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Universal Design 101: A Quick Overview
Spring Home Improvement -2021

As its name implies, universal design is meant to help 
everyone live comfortably and safely in their home. Regard-
less of  age, size, and physical or mental ability, universal de-
sign best practices can improve living spaces for everyone, 
including:

• Elderly adults who want to remain at home through-
out their golden years.

• Individuals who are significantly taller or shorter than 
the average person.

• Individuals with limited dexterity or mobility.
• Families who have young children.
• Individuals who have either a permanent or tempo-

rary disability. 
While universal design best practices can be applied to 

the entire home, doors and windows are two of  the easiest 
components that can be upgraded to best suit the needs of  
your family and guests. 

In keeping with universal design best practices, we be-
lieve that windows and doors should be upgraded to provide 
comfortable, safe, and beautiful solutions that will serve your 
unique needs for decades to come.
Features to Utilize For Doors and Windows

Did you know that the right doors and windows can 
help to prevent in-home accidents, improve living condi-
tions, and provide safety? Leveraging the power of  universal 
design for your doors and windows makes sense in a world 
where life consistently throws unexpected curveballs. From 
that skiing trip that resulted in a six-month stint on crutches, 
to helping your elderly parents and loved ones maintain their 

independence as they age, the right doors and windows can 
deliver a number of  benefits.

No-Step Entryways, Wide Doorways & 
Drop-Down Thresholds

Universal design features state that every home should 
have at least one no-step entryway. A zero-step entryway 
ensures that people with mobility challenges and certain 
disabilities (such as being in a wheelchair) can more eas-
ily and safely enter and exit the home. In addition to the 
no-step entryway, the exterior doors should be at least 32 
inches wide. Interior doors should be at least 30 inches 
wide. The latter measurements allow ease of  access for in-
dividuals walking with a cane or walker, using crutches, or 
are wheelchair bound. The wider doorways also makes it 
easier for medical equipment and furniture, such as hospital 
beds, to pass through the threshold.

Another universal design component that can be im-
plemented into doors and doorways is a drop-down thresh-
old. The drop-down threshold creates an air-seal without 
compromising the no-step feature. In fact, a drop-down 
threshold delivers a seamless entry and exit for all individu-
als, while simultaneously improving energy efficiency levels 
by sealing in heat during the winter and air conditioning 
during the summer. The drop-down threshold is a great op-
tion for hinged doors; however, an ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) sliding door provides the flexibility needed 
for large openings. An ADA sliding door is a great universal 
design feature that can be incorporated into both the inte-
rior and exterior of  the home.

pinterest.com

Your One-Stop Garden Shop!

Open: Mon.-Sat. • 8a to 5p 
2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395

highlandslawnandgarden.com

New Stock Arriving WeeklyNew Stock Arriving Weekly
PotteryPottery  • Annuals • Trees • Annuals • Trees 
Shrubs • New PerennialsShrubs • New Perennials

Mulch • Pine Straw • EvergreensMulch • Pine Straw • Evergreens
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Don’t Wait Another Day To Paint

CASHIERS COLOR 
CENTER 

448 US-64 West #5 
Cashiers, NC

(828) 743-3510

HIGHLANDS
DECORATING

CENTER

HDC
CASHIERS

COLOR
CENTER

CCCHIGHLANDS 
DECORATING CENTER 

330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC
(828) 526-3571

air from the HVAC system 
to your home’s interior 
spaces are notorious for 
collecting and distributing 
irritants and allergens. 

These airborne annoy-
ances can then make their 
way into the home, causing 
poor indoor air quality. 

While you can easily 
clean your system’s grilles 
and return registers to re-
move accumulated dust 
and grime, experts are bet-
ter equipped to perform a 
comprehensive duct clean-
up. Using truck-mounted 
suction equipment and 
other specialized tools, 
they can restore good air 
quality—and let you get 
back to more enjoyable 
spring activities.

...GUIDE from 
page 13

Spring Home Improvement -2021
Smart Home Features

Universal design ideas are about creating a more comfortable and safe living experi-
ence for everyone. In this vein, some universal designs focus on convenience. For example, 
remote control window shades or automated curtains are two great home features that can 
be easily controlled by your smartphone. The use of  smart window shades or curtains can 
help to reduce optical strain, deliver additional levels of  privacy, and improve the quality 
of  life for individuals of  all ages, sizes, and physical or mental ability.

Another smart home feature that can be applied to your exterior doors are keyless 
locks. Keyless locks remove the fumbling and dexterity issues that are often associated 
with traditional keys. The keyless lock option can involve a digital code or be synced to a 
smartphone. It can also be easily synced to an alarm system, so that you can receive alerts 
when your family members exit or enter the home.

Handle Designs That Maximize Efficiencies and Comfort
Universal design can easily be seen in window and door handles. Instead of  using a 

crank or knob, a handle with a lever option improves the functionality of  the window or 
door. Stainless steel or powder-coated handles add a touch of  style and beauty without 
sacrificing function. The handle placement can also be customized to best accommodate 
the unique needs of  your family and guests. 

Easy to Open Windows and Doors
One of  the final universal design components that should be implemented into your 

home’s windows and doors has to do with ease of  use. In layman’s terms, windows and 
doors should be easy to open by any member of  your family. From lever-style door han-
dles that are easy to operate by anyone with dexterity issues, to lightweight materials, to 
automated features, your home’s windows and doors should keep you safe, look stylish, 
and above all be easy to operate.

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed
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Taking Care Of Your Mental Health During A Crisis 

3 Sessions - FREE 
Highlands Recreation Center 

Monday 9:30 -10:30 Wednesday 9:30 - 10:30 Friday 9:30 - 10:30 

April 21, 2021April 19, 2021  April 23, 2021 

Featuring: 

David B. Hodgson, Counseling Psychologist and 

Delta Air Lines Pilot Interviewer - Retired 

Topics For Discussion lnclu 

Becoming Resilient In The Face of Uncertainty Monday: 

Wednesday: 

Friday: 

Decision Making In A Crisis 

Emotion Is NOT The Enemy 

Managing Yourself In A Crisis 

•Biz/Org. News•
Jonathan Wilkes, broth-

er of  Rotarian Christopher 
Wilkes, was the speaker for 
the March 23 Rotary Club 
of  Highlands meeting. Dr. 
Wilkes is a UNC Chapel Hill 
graduate in Piano Perfor-
mance who earned his PhD 
in Music Composition at the 
University of  California Da-
vis. A composer and acous-
tical performer, Dr. Wilkes 
described the broad range 
of  applications open-source 
music software provides for 
musicians at all levels. He works primarily 
with PureData (PD) software which uses 
input from many different sources, tapes 
the sounds and allows the user to manipu-
late the sounds in many ways – essentially 

Dr. Jonathan Wilkes

allowing the consumer to 
build their own synthesizer. 
Wilkes uses PD to record 
himself  and improve his 
performance; sometimes 
he “chops up” his record-
ing and reconfigures the 
composition .

Dr. Wilkes also de-
scribed Googles’ “Summer 
of  Code”, an international 
program that awards sti-
pends to university stu-
dents 18 or older who suc-
cessfully complete a free 

and open-source software coding project 
during the summer. He has served as a 
mentor to participating students for a 
number of  years and spoke very highly of  
the program.

Rotary hears from Dr. Wilkes
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Highlands School
End of the Year 2020-21

Revised Calendar of Activities
EVENT		 TIME		  DATE/PLACE 

AP Exams	 AM+PM		 May 3 – May 20
Reading EOG	 8AM		  Tuesday, May 11
Math EOG	 8AM		  Wednesday, May 12
5th, 8th grade Science EOG 
		  8AM		  Thursday, May 13
EOG Make-ups	 8AM 		  Friday, May 14
Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 Academic & Athletic Awards and Scholarships
New Gym	 10AM		  Tuesday, May 11
Yearbook Assembly: High School only	
Track		  11AM 		  Friday, May 14
High School Pizza Lunch & Field Day to follow at Track Field Day ends at 2:30PM
Grades K, 1, 2 Award Assembly 
New Gym	 9AM		  Tuesday, May 18
Grades 3, 4, 5 Award Assembly
New Gym	 10AM		  Tuesday, May 18
Elementary Field Day	  	
		  9AM		  Wednesday May 19
MS Academic awards		
		  10AM		  Wednesday, May 19
MS Courtyard or old gym
MS Graduation	 5PM		  Wednesday, May 19
MS Courtyard or old gym
MS Field Day	 TBA		  Thursday, May 20
Graduation Practice
		  1PM		  Friday, May 21
Track or Gym: To be decided by Thursday, May 20

All seniors and mascots are required to attend. 
Seniors/mascots that do not attend cannot participate in Graduation.

Graduation	 10AM		  Saturday, May 22
Track or New Gym: To be decided by Thursday, May 20
Teacher Workday/Faculty Luncheon: 
		  Noon		  Tuesday, May 25

Outside in rear drive-through weather permitting. 
All faculty and Staff are required to attend.

...SCHEDULE continued from page 1
dents will return to classrooms. However, 
Cooper also said parents can still keep 
their children in virtual academies if  they 
choose to do so. 

”There is a full option for a parent to 
chose a virtual option for their children,” 
he said.

Plan B means schools are limited to 

50% of  their maximum capacity with each 
district planning for students to alternate 
between in-person and remote lessons. 
Heightened safety procedures should still 
be implemented, including 6 feet of  dis-
tance between all students and staff. 

While the Macon County School sys-
tem is currently meeting the requirements 

that are outlined in Senate Bill 220, the 
school system can choose to allow all of  
students to return to school. The schools 
are still required to offer families the option 
of  attending school virtually as well.

Now back from spring break, Moun-
tain View Intermediate, Macon Middle 
School, and Franklin High School are op-
erating under Plan A. 

But Mountain View Intermediate 
School, Macon Middle School, and Union 
Academy will continue to require that each 
Friday be a virtual day in order to adequate-
ly interact with their virtual students. 

Franklin High School and Macon Ear-
ly College will operate under Plan A five 
days per week. 

The current schedule of  operations for 
Cartoogechaye Elementary, East Franklin 
Elementary, Iotla Valley Elementary, South 
Macon Elementary, Nantahala School and 
Highlands School will not change.

“We are keeping all the things we 
have done all year in place – masks, taking 
temps, social distancing, eating lunch in the 
classroom, deep cleaning the rooms on Fri-
day, fogging the rooms twice per week, tak-
ing mask breaks outside only,” said High-
lands School Principal Brian Jetter. “Our 
students are used to doing most of  these 
things, and we only have 35 days of  school 
left this year.” 

Jetter also said it’s best to err on the 
side of  caution since there are strains of  
the viruses – variants – which are causing 
sickness and outbreaks affecting the young 
at high rates.

“We will continue to do remote learn-
ing on Fridays so students and teachers 
can continue to improve their teaching and 
learning skills remotely,” he said. “There is 
no telling if  we’ll have to do this again or 
not. In addition, teachers are required to do 
deep cleaning in their rooms on Friday.”

However, the last two Fridays of  
school – May 7 and May 14 – will in-person 
learning for everyone in school because 
those are state testing on those days.

The board of  education said it’s im-
portant to note that Senate Bill 220 re-
quires that schools continue to adhere to 
the Strong Schools NC Public Health Tool-
kit (K-12). 

While more of  our students are al-
lowed back on campuses, face coverings re-
main a mandate in North Carolina schools.

– Kim Lewicki

Western Carolina University’s Faculty 
Senate passed a resolution to extend its sat-
isfactory/unsatisfactory guidelines for the 
2021 spring semester due to the prolonged 
strain of  non-standard teaching modalities 
at a primarily residential instruction institu-
tion. 

Within the guidelines, faculty mem-
bers will provide traditional letter grades as 
usual at the end of  the semester. Students 
may accept their letter grade for a course 
or may request grades of  satisfactory or 
unsatisfactory. A grade of  satisfactory will 
be awarded, if  requested, for any letter 
grade from A to C, and a grade of  unsatis-
factory will be awarded for any letter grade 
from C-minus to F. 

Courses that are graded satisfactory 
or unsatisfactory will not be factored into a 
student’s GPA, but they will count toward 
completion of  the degree and required 
number of  hours. 

Students will have the option to peti-
tion the Registrar’s Office to shift any or all 
of  their courses to satisfactory/unsatisfac-
tory grading by completing a grade change 
form that will be posted at registrar.wcu.
edu on April 30. All student transcripts 
will include a note regarding the unusual 
circumstances of  the semester. 

Last semester, the Office of  the Reg-
istrar reported the conversion of  1,759 
letter grades to a satisfactory or unsatis-
factory out of  51,234 grades needed and 
that 45 students from a student body of  
more than 12,000 improved their academic 
standing by using this option. 

 “Our faculty continue to showcase 
their dedication to the success and safety 
of  our students while encouraging them 
and teaching with poise during a very dif-
ficult time in all of  our lives,” said Richard 
Starnes, WCU provost and vice chancel-
lor of  academic affairs. “Our students are 
working passionately and tirelessly despite 
the ongoing pandemic and we are grateful 
for their commitment to WCU.” 

WCU extends 
optional 

satisfactory/
unsatisfactory 

grading system for 
spring 

semester



•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5
• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner provided
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the 
Shortoff Baptist Church.

Sunday Morning 9AM
Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM

Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 

9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin), Thurs. noon, Fri. 9a, Sun., 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16
Page 18 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 8, 2021 - 828-200-1371

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins 
Community Bible Church

Post
pandemic
wake-up

call

What area or areas of  your life need C.P.R.? Do 
you have a dead spot in your life, in need or revi-
talization? Have you reluctantly buried a dream 

or a goal? Has a relationship in your life become dead or 
dying? Has hope died? Is joy still hanging on? Is there an 
area of  your life in need of  hospice care? Is there some 
sense of  regret causing you to mourn the loss of  a great 
opportunity? 

Sometimes in life we find ourselves in seasons where 
hope needs to be raised up to new life while fear and anxi-
ety need to die a quick death. Passion can at times be a 
waning fire and the winds of  resurrection can stoke new 
life and heat into your heart. Is there a need for some kind 
of  resurrection in your life? Do you need a new and living 
mission to replace a tired and boring sense of  purposeless-
ness? Are you very busy but not really doing much? 

Here are a few thoughts concerning resurrecting one 
or more of  these areas in your life. These simple principles 
will lead you to newness, vitality and joy if  you truly come 
to understand resurrection. There are ten incidents of  res-
urrection in the Bible, some Old Testament Jewish exam-
ples and others obviously New Testament examples. The 
following principles in these accounts of  resurrection are 
a good start to seeing new life and passion burning in you. 

Stretch! Two boys in the book of  Kings were raised 
from the dead. The prophets stretched themselves over 
their cold bodies while praying and the boys were resur-
rected and given back to their grieving mothers. New life at 
times requires stretching yourself  beyond the predictable, 
boring and monotonous. Get yourself  in a situation where 
you taken beyond your way too comfortable, self-imposed 
limits. Learn something new, explore something new, at-
tempt something deeper, stretch beyond your capacity to 
handle something and rely upon God. 

Get up! Three young people were raised from the dead 
by the Christ only after he said three similar expressions. 
Get up! New life awaits you, but you need to get up and 
start moving in a direction that challenges and stretches 
you. God will work with you, but we need to partner with 
Him. Move, act, walk, try, attempt, seek, pray, do some-
thing and he will lead you to new life. 

Come out! Lazarus was dead in a tomb for four days. 
There was a stench of  death in that tomb. His grave clothes 
represented despair. Jesus used these words to raise Him 
up again, “Come out!” What you have hidden in secret can 
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...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

•Police & Fire Reports•
The Highlands Fire & Res-

cue log from March 29.
March 29
• At 10:45 a.m., the dept. investi-

gated the source of smoke at a loca-
tion on N. 4th Street.

• At 10:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a loca-
tion on Hospital Drive.

March 30
• At 9:10 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Big View Drive.

• At 5:38 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Brookside Lane.

April 1
• At 5:37 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on 

NC 28 south.
• At 8:28 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on 
US 64 east.

• At 12:13 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Big View Road.

April 2
At 8:13 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on 
NC 106.

April 4
• At 4:24 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
N. 5th Street.

April 5
• At 2:09 p.m., the dept. investi-

gated the source of smoke at a loca-
tion on NC 28 south.

The Highlands Chamber of  Com-
merce is hosting its annual Plateau Pick-
up in April. After considerable discus-
sion about safety of  volunteers and the 
amount of  trash needed to be picked up, 
the Chamber has decided to extend the 
2021 Plateau Pickup to two days: April 10 
and April 17.

On April 10 pickup assignments will 
be the US Highways 64, 106 and 28. April 
17 will be the downtown area. Families 
are encouraged to participate. For safety, 
younger children will be assigned with 
parents in the downtown area.

Volunteers will meet both dates at 
8:30 a.m. at Kelsey Hutchinson Park. 
Social distancing will be practiced during 
the pickup. Bagged breakfast and lunch 
will be served by Fressers Courtyard Café 
to volunteers, and everyone will be sup-
plied with gloves, pick up tools, safety 
vests, garbage bags, and a “thank you” 

Plateau Pickup is extended to two dates: 
April 10 & 17

tee shirt.
For more information or to sign up 

contact the Chamber at (828) 526-2112 or 
visitor@highlandschamber.org.

Litter Sweep, the state’s project name, 
is conducted the last three weeks of  April 
every year. It’s the North Carolina Depart-
ment of  Transportation’s bi-annual state-
wide roadside litter removal initiative. In 
2019 North Carolina residents, in partner-
ship with the North Carolina Department 
of  Transportation and the US Forestry 
Service picked and bagged roadside trash 
into recyclable bags, then loaded them 
onto trucks for a grand total of  245 tons 
(489,000 pounds). Previously known local-
ly as the Gorge Road Clean-up, the project 
now includes Highways 64, 106, 27 and 
the downtown Highlands streets. Over 80 
volunteers from the plateau assisted in the 
clean-up.

be murdering your joy. Hidden sin, guilt, 
condemnation tucked away from the light 
of  day needs to come out. Talk with some-
one trustworthy and credible. That which 
festers in the crawl space of  your soul is 
damp, musty and mold ridden. Bring it out 
into the light and experience new life. You 
may wear doubt or fear or anxiety as your 
favorite outfit. God has a garment of  praise 
for your spirit of  heaviness. 

Hug! A man named Eutychus fell 
from a third-floor window and died. He 
was raised to new life in the midst of  a bear 
hug by the apostle Paul. New life is avail-
able to you and others through affection. 
Hug someone today. Hold someone’s hand 
today. Let someone know you are not only 
physically there for them but emotionally 
and spiritually as well. I once read that we 
each need 12 hugs a day. If  that is true is 
your affection account overdrawn? 

Shaking! Christ was crucified on Friday 
as you know, and he was resurrected from 
the dead on Sunday. On each day there was 
an earthquake. In each instance there was a 
“shaking” and “quaking” going on. If  you 
sense a loss of  your foundation, if  you no 
longer know exactly what you stand on or 
stand for, perhaps there is a shaking going 
on. Perhaps you are on the brink of  new-
ness, change and revitalization. God allows 
and at times brings about a shaking in our 

lives to draw us nearer to Him as our 
foundation. 

To truly experience newness of  life 
one must come to understand that there 
is more to new life than acting on a few 
catch phrases. Most people fail to under-
stand that resurrection is not something 
that Christ does for us. Resurrection is 
far more than that. Resurrection is far too 
important to have uncertainty about. A 
better way to look at resurrection has to 
do with the definition of  the word. Christ 
Himself  is resurrection. If  you have Him, 
you have resurrection power and authori-
ty at work in your life. Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though 
they die; (John 11:25) 

We are each in dire need of  new life 
in Christ and eternal life after we inevi-
tably die. If  you believe in Christ, your 
belief  in Him provides you with new life. 
It may be a “stretch” for you, to “get 
up” and acknowledge the Lordship of  
Christ. It may be difficult to allow your 
pain, guilt and sin to “come out” before 
Him but He will love and forgive you. 
When He “shakes up” your life, it is not 
to harm or hurt you, it is to “hug” you. 
Humble yourself  before Christ today. He 
has come that you may have life and life 
more abundantly. (John 10:10) 

Volunteers are needed!

times come about without commemora-
tion, because to live is to not know just 
when, or how, the story ends. I did not 
know when I saw my grandfather, who 
is the reason I live in Highlands, since I 
live in a house that he built, on a moun-
tain that he loved, for the last time this fall. 
Compared with people, icicles are easier 
on the heart to imagine never seeing again. 

What’s more, they’ll be back, and so, hope-
fully, will I, changed, older, vaccinated, and 
full of  whatever is about to happen to me 
right after I chase this new-flying Carolina 
Swallowtail until it leaves me for the sky.

• Anna McDonald, a poet originally 
from Gainesville, GA, and most recently 
Brooklyn, NY, is Highlands’ newest year-

...McDONALD from page 10



Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 8, 2021 - 828-200-1371

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$20 for Black/White

$25 for Color
Weekly Classified Rates

$6 for 10 words.
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight
$5 for graphic

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

...MAYOR continued from page 2

• Plateau Pick Up – April 10 & April 17
• Highlands is Blooming- May 9 
• Meander in May – May 22
•Fri. & Sat. Outdoor Concerts May 22 – Oct. 31
• July 4th Fireworks and Concert – July 4 
• Halloween On Main – Oct. 31
• Lighting of  the Park and Main – Nov. 27
• Trim Our Town – Nov. 27
• Olde Mountain Christmas Parade – Dec. 4
• Santa in the Park- Nov 27th – Dec 24th 
• New Snow Event coming Jan 2022

Chamber of Commerce 
Events slated for 2021

forcement. If  a resident sees a violation, feel free to call 
it into the police department at (828) 526-9341. The code 
enforcement officer will be dispatched to investigate the 
complaint. The bears are stirring now that it is spring-
time, so it is important that we all secure our household 
garbage. 

Speaking of  trash, I hope to see everyone at the 
Highlands Plateau Pickup on Saturday. Call the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce at 526-2112 to sign up. Volun-
teers will gather at Founders Park at 8:30 am for instruc-
tions and assignments.



•Classifieds•
ITEMS FOR SALE
CAR FOR SALE – 2008 VW 

Beetle Convertible, 49,000 origi-
nal miles, PS, PB, AC, PW, PD Locks, 
Cruise, Tilt Wheel and MP3 Radio 
W/CD. Excellent condition. Asking 
$7,600 OBO. 941. 920.6016 . (st. 4/8)

HELP WANTED
THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT 

AND LEARNING CENTER - Are 
you looking for a summer job? We 
are still looking to fill the following 
positions: Kitchen Staff, Cabin Coun-
selor, Health Center Coordinator 
(must be 21+, EMT certified or high-
er), CIT Mentor (21+), ASCENDER 
Mentor (21+) You can find more de-
tails about these positions and apply 
on our website: The MountainRLC.
org. Please reach out with any ques-
tions or concerns at youthcamp@
themountainrlc.org. I look forward to 
seeing your application! (st. 4/1) 

HIGHLANDS ABC STORE – 
IS TAKING APPLICATIONS for 
a full time clerk. Full benefits. Lifting 
up to 55lbs, standing for long periods, 
good customer communication, and 
some computer experience neces-
sary. Apply at ABC store in Highlands 
Plaza. 828-526-5470 (st. 4/1)

LANDSCAPE BACK-
GROUND INDIVIDUAL.– Three-
quarters acre needs restoration and 
creative ideas. Between Highlands 
and Cashiers off Hwy 64. 864-423-
9623. (st. 3/25) 

THE DRY SINK ON MAIN 
STREET is taking applications for 
immediate full or part-time employ-
ment. Please inquire online at www.
thedrysink.com/job-openings/ (st. 
3/18)

OLD EDWARDS INN & 
SPA, HIGHLANDS NC – Now 
recruiting for Houseman, Turndown 
Attendants, Overnight Housekeeper, 
2nd Shift Laundry, Bartender, Host, 

Server, Busser, Club Server, PT Ban-
quet Server, F&B MIT, F&B Asst. Mgr, 
Line Cook, Baker, Pastry and Bread 
Cook, Spa Concierge, Spa Attendant, 
Cosmetologist, Massage Therapist, Fit-
ness Manager, Reservation Specialist, 
Front Desk, PT Warehouse Asst., PT 
Retail Sales, Seasonal Culinary Gar-
dens Crew. Benefits offered after 90 
days employment Apply online: www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers

AT DON LEON’S. Various du-
ties. Call 828-200-0388. 

PART OR FULL TIME SALES 
ASSOCIATE needed. – Retail expe-
rience preferred. Please call 828-371-
2582. (st. 2/18

WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT Now open for the season. 
Looking for full-time hostess (great 
pay) dishwasher, prep cook, pantry 
and waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque 
at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/4)

LOOKING FOR A MATURE 
CAREGIVER/HOUSEKEEPER to 
care for elderly woman 3 mornings a 
week. Duties include house cleaning, 
and caring for elderly mom, including 
driving to appointments, etc. Decent 
car required. Experience necessary. 
Medical knowledge a plus. Please send 
inquiries/resumes to builtin1@aol.
com. (st. 3/25) 

CASTING CALL! The High-
lands Playhouse is reopening and we 
are looking for talented and com-
mitted team members in a variety of 
roles. Leadership and box office staff 
positions are available (both full and 
part-time). Experience in business 
management/customer service and 
an interest in the arts is a must! The 
Highlands Playhouse is an 83 year old 
institution offering movies year-round 
and live entertainment in the Summer 
and Fall. Please send resumes and in-
quiries to HighlandsPlayhouse@gmail.
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com (st. 2/18)
LUXURY LODGE MANAG-

ER NEEDED FOR LIVE IN PO-
SITION. -- Prefer a local couple/
individual to entertain and maintain 
facility while enjoying living in an 
exceptional facility. Strong people/
communication skills needed. Must 
be flexible and have impeccable ref-
erences and experience in hospital-
ity/facility maintenance. Background/
knowledge in wine and bar beverages 
a plus. Interest/knowledge in hiking/
construction and outdoors is good 
also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. 
(st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY 
REEVES FURNITURE STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS is looking for 
full and part time sales and admin-
istrative positions. Sales — must be 
professional appearing, friendly, self-
motivated, and enthusiastic. Previ-
ous sales and customer service ex-
perience preferred. Design Assistant 
— must be attentive to detail, have 
computer and organizational skills. 
Duties include placing and following 
up on Purchase Orders, managing ac-
counts, and working closely with our 
in-house Designer and design clients. 
Apply in person at 2089 Dillard Road, 
Highlands, NC 2874. (2/25) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH 
END RETAIL CLOTHING 
STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND 
CASHIERS, NC. Full time, part time 
and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928. 
(st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HANDIMAN - Electrical, plumb-

ing, painting, carpentry. Call Al Edgar. 
828-332-7271. 828-369-6245. (4.1)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN 
– Can fix anything inside or out. car-
pentry, interior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling. 
Will also monitor house during winter. 

Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-526-5984. (5/27) 

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. 
Stop paying agency prices and call me. 
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

DON AND RON MAINTE-
NANCE – We pressure wash, handle 
electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. 
Property monitoring, hauling. Free 
quotes. 252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. 
(st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, En-
trance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Floor-
ing LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (4/29) 

GUTTER CLEANING, MET-
AL ROOF & FABRICATON 
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-
1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
LOT 9 SHELBY PLACE LOT: 

$20,000. This .15 acre lot is situated on a 
quiet street with dedicated green space 
on two sides. The lot also has access to 
Town water and sewer. Shelby Place is a 
highly desirable community and is only 
a short drive to Main Street Highlands. 
Contact Jerry Moore @ 828-482-2032 
for more information 1 acre lot in three 
forks 7 miles from Highlands 706-584-
0406. (st. 1/28)

HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed 
plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, 
activity room, one-car garage. 239-597-
2959. (st. 7/16)



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



c o l e  f u h r m a n
b r o k e r

cell: 843-576-9653
cole@landmarkrg.com

HIGHLANDS  OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for 
reservations

The Top Sales Team 
in Highlands 2020 

•Source HCMLS 

PaAL 

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200,9179 
Downtown Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828,526.8784 

Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165 

REAL ESTA.TE 
COMPANIES 
� THE WORLD" 

Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.4525 Uri) LUXURY 11' PORTFOLIO I INTERNATIONAL 

828.526.8784 I patallenrealtygroup.com 

REALTY GROUP 

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

NOW OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30

7 days a week 

40 Years of Fine Dining


