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By Tom Neal
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital

With the new Omicron strain and the anticipation of  a post-hol-
iday surge, we feel there will continue to be a need for Covid-19 test-
ing and vaccination services into the new year. Therefore, Optum will 
continue to provide Covid-19 testing and vaccination services on the 
Plateau through the end of  January. 

Covid-19 testing and vaccination schedule:
• Covid-19 Testing at Village Green in Cashiers every Tuesday 

from 9a-5p.
• Covid-19 Testing at Highlands Community Building every 

Wednesday from 9a-5p.
• Covid-19 Vaccination at Highlands Rec Center every Thursday 

from 9a-5p. They will limit vaccines offered to adult and pediatric Pfizer.
Thanks to Optum, Cashiers Village Green, and the Town of  High-

lands for supporting these services.
We will reevaluate the need to continue the services next month.

Covid vaccinations and 
testing to continue 

By Brittney Lofthouse
The saga surrounding North 

Carolina’s 2022 election continued 
last week when the North Caro-
lina Supreme Court issued an or-
der suspending all candidate filings 

in the state and pushing the 2022 
March Primary election to Tues-
day, May 17 – it had been March 8.

Just after 6 p.m. last Wednes-
day, The North Carolina Supreme 

Candidate is filing halted
Primary moved to May; new filing period not set

Monday night about 40 people turned out to listen to members of the Planning Board work through proposed 
changes to the Unified Development Code regarding short-term rentals which was presented at the Nov. 17 joint 
meeting between the Town Board and the Planning Board. 				            – Photo by Kim Lewicki

If  the Town Board accepts 
the Planning Board’s recommen-
dations regarding Short-Term 
Rental regulations in Highlands, 
every zone R1-B4 will be allowed 

to have some version of  STRs 
from now on.

During the 2 ½ hour meeting, 
the seven-member board painstak-
ingly poured over the proposed 

amended regulations for the Uni-
fied Development Ordinance 
(UDO) that lawyers Craig Justice, 
Jay Coward and Commissioners 

Planning Board says ‘yes’ to STRs in 
some form in all zones

•See STRs page 16

MC is identified as Tier 2 County by 
Department of Commerce

By Brittney Lofthouse
North Carolina has utilized a 

three-level system for designating 
county development tiers since 
2007. The designations, which 
are mandated by state law, deter-
mine a variety of  state-funding 

opportunities to assist in economic 
development. After a year of  fi-
nancial uncertainty surrounding 
the COVID19 pandemic, Macon 
County is now categorized as a 
Tier 2 — moving from a Tier 3 
designation 

“The state’s calculation re-
garding every county’s economic 
development ranking may seem 
like a small label placed on the 
county, but in reality, the annual 
ranking determines a significant 
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Tonight is the December 
meeting of  the High-
lands Town Board of  

Commissioners. The meeting 
is at the Highlands Community 
Center next to the ball field. 
It begins at 7 pm with public 
comment.

The meeting will have two 
parts. First, the current board 
will complete old business. 
There will be two public hear-
ings, one for the annexation of  
the Ellis property that is adja-
cent to the Ravenel Subdivision. The sec-
ond hearing will be for the zoning of  that 
property to R1.

Also under old business will be an 
update from Kaye McHan, the director 
of  the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce, 
concerning the impending snow festival 
in Founders Park. The festival will be held 
Saturday, January 29. Equipment will be 
brought in prior to Saturday to make snow. 
Kaye will present the schedule for the snow 
making process.

The first item under new business will 
be the swearing in of  the mayor and two 
board members, Amy Patterson and Eric 

Pierson. 
I will be starting my third 

term as mayor. I am honored 
to serve Highlands for another 
four years. The town is facing 
many challenges and opportu-
nities. In coming weeks, I will 
review what I believe are future 
decisions for Highlands that will 
have to be addressed. Certainly, 
the town has several immediate 
issues for the board to review. 
The short-term rental issue is a 
current, major issue followed by 

the adoption of  the Highlands Comprehen-
sive Community Plan. Both issues impact 
how Highlands will progress and develop as 
a community in the coming years.

Another new item will be the presenta-
tion of  the completed town audit by Martin 
and Starnes Associates. This current audit 
has also been sent to the North Carolina Lo-
cal Government Commission where their 
accountants have reviewed the audit that the 
public accountants conducted.

Another pressing item will be a bud-
get amendment to replace a critical sewer 
pump station on Arnold Road. For several 
months our town crews have been managing 
this situation. The town has rented portable 
pumping station in order to bypass the fail-
ing station. Our workers have been trying 
for months to acquire parts to get the station 
back online. The supply chain backlog has 
impacted our ability to acquire critical parts. 

In the meantime, our town engineer 
determined that the best long-term solution 
would be to replace the entire pump station 
which is about 22 years old. It is analogous 
to repairing an aging car, the pump station 
will fail again down the road if  we simply re-
place some needed parts. Our public works 
director wants to appropriate the funds now, 
rather than wait until a new budget year in 
July. He indicates that even with ordering 
the new pump station immediately, it could 
take months for the order to be fulfilled. The 
town is currently dealing with supply chain 
issues in serval major departments.

Another item under consideration is 
to purchase a portable pump station in case 
another fixed station fails. The town should 
always plan for worse case situations.

Swearing in ceremony is tonight

Thu, 16-Dec 
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Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, community farm 

and garden, entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Call for a tour today 828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



•Highlands Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

DINNER ONLY

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and Outside

7 days
Lunch: 11a-4p 

Dinner: 5:30p - until
(Closed Sunday and 
Wednesday night)
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30
7 nights a 

week

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC

Celebrating 27 years
TUES-SAT 

DINNER STARTS 
@S:30PM 

 

---
�2990 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT. INFO 

Mon-Sun. 4:30-10p
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cul to order 
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners 

Fresh produce, specially foods and wine Homemade 
deli salads, sandwiches and salads Homemade pies, 

cakes, cookies and so much more!! 
Open Wednesday-Friday 9:30-5:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Preparing all of the good thngs the other days. 

493 Dillard Road 
828-526-2762 

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

H o l i d a y  H o u r sH o l i d a y  H o u r s
CLOSED through Dec. 25
RE-OPEN • Dec. 26 - 31

N e w  Ye a r s  E v eN e w  Ye a r s  E v e
5-Course Dinner Menu Only

(Bistro will be closed)

American Cuisine with a 
Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 • www.wolfgangs.net



•Highlands Dining•

Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

B re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a y
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square •• 137 Main St. Highlands
828-482-7020828-482-7020

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com
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The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot and cold sandwiches, green salads, 
pasta salads, bakery items, “SECRET” daily specials.

All the food is freshly made and ready for pick up. 
HOLIDAY HOURS:

MONDAY-FRIDAY • DEC. 20-24
Closing 3p on Christmas Eve • Closed Dec. 25-Jan. 1

Re-opening Monday, Jan. 3
WINTER HOURS

Monday-Saturday • 11a to 5p
(unless otherwise posted)

Modern Fast Food
& 

Courtyard Market

•Highlands Dining•

Closed in December on the 25th.
Serving through the first week of January 2022

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection 

and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

•Letter•

Dear Editor,
I am so blessed by Kenny Youmans story of  the War-

ner sisters in last week’s “On the Sunny Side”column .
It was so touching. Isn’t it a shame we don’t hear 

more good news like that in his columns?
It was excellent and beautifully written.

Glenda Bell
Highlands

‘On the Sunny Side’ column 
warms the heart

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Dinner: from 5:30p
Wed.-Sat. 

Lunch: 11:30a - 2p 
Fri. & Sat.

Sunday Brunch
10a - 2p

Mid-week Specials!
Wednesdays
Burger & Beer

Thursdays
Prime Rib Roast 

with glass of wine
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Want an award-winning real estate experience? 
Use an award-winning 

real estate expert. 
In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 6%! 

®. 
' 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 

www.TeresaSeay.com 
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 e m �t��\o,� RSPS 

I,? t.lAllO&i• � 
· ·�� ·=-�

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 

producing office on the Plateau 2020

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & 

Vacation Rentals
828-526-3717

Remember the big Sear’s catalog Wish 
Book? I felt it was my duty, and us-
ing great restraint, marked one thing 

on each page to complete my wish list. The 
toys and gadgets were always shown first, 
then the next year’s clothing trends, and 
lastly, the useful and necessary home items. 
I rarely made it past the toy and gadget sec-

Your Home’s Christmas Wish List 
tion. Have you ever considered your home 
may have a wish list, too? Well, maybe it’s 
you who’s wishing, but the home may ben-
efit in the process. 

According to the Realtor online maga-
zine, there are thirteen home trends that 
homeowners (and potential home buyers) 
will have their eyes on in 2022. Check out 

the list to see which one(s) 
you think would complete the 
wish list for your home. 

1. Good, reliable inter-
net service. More and more 
people are choosing to work 
from home at least part of  the 
time, and to do so, they want 
to have the fastest internet. It 
is one of  the things buyers 
look for when searching for 
a home, and if  they’re from 
a large city, what we think of  
as ‘good internet’ is a stretch 
for them. We have high hopes 
with the new Hotwire, but 
that service won’t be available 
to everyone. The new kid 
on the block, Starlink may be another op-
tion, especially for areas that previously had 
not internet. You can go to Starlink.com to 
check it out, but be warned, according to the 
site, 28741 is at its capacity right now, and it 
may be 2023 before service is available. Star-
link is an Elon Musk/SpaceX venture. 

2. Quality fixtures and building materi-
als. Homeowners have spent millions over 
the last fifty years to replace the 50s-60s 
look in their homes. Now, buyers are head-
ing back to the mid-century look in a big 
way with one big caveat-they want quality. 
No cheap composite anything, they want 
the real deal. After a couple of  years with 
supply chain disruptions, some are willing to 
wait on the right contractor who guarantees 
top quality. 

3. Home theaters, yoga studios and up-
scale bar/lounge areas are making a come-
back. Again, remember the mid-century for-
mal living rooms which no one used? Those 
were a carryover from the parlor rooms used 
for a century before. Well, now those spaces 
are being used for lounge areas with bars, 
but no TVs. (Who needs TV when everyone 
has one in their pocket?) 

4. Purple is the new black. You don’t 
know how happy this makes me. I love 
purple. The deep jewel tone will find its way 
into homes as well as deep earthy hues of  
browns, peach and khaki green. 

5. Move to the great outdoors. Our area 
is a perfect match for this! Fire pits remain 
high on the list as are screened porches, out-
door kitchens, and decks-you-could-live-on. 
Nostalgia looms heavy when millennials 
look for things they remember from their 
grandparent’s lifestyle, like porch swings. 
Another trend is more natural landscaping. 
Learn to live in your surroundings instead of  
changing it. 

6. Mid-century modern 
marries contemporary chic. 
It’s OK to have contempo-
rary as long as it is warm and 
inviting. 

7. A bedroom on the 
main floor is mostly for baby 
boomers. The new trend is 
to have all (or most) of  the 
bedrooms on the same level, 
but not necessarily on the 
main level. 

8. Open-plan living is 
still key, but not as open as 
it has been. While mid-cen-
tury homes had everything 
separate, rooms will start to 
show some separation, even 

if  with half-walls, islands, pocket doors. 
Even though barn doors aren’t listed in the 
new trend, they are a great way to partition 
off  areas. 

9. Maximalism vs. minimalism. While 
less-is-more is still the way to go as far as 
furnishings and excess “stuff,” the maxi 
comes in with finish details. Arched door-
ways, mixed medium artwork, designs with 
curves, mixed mediums, like stone, fabric, 
wood and glass. We don’t live a mono-
chrome life. 

10. The fifth wall – your ceiling. 
Smooth ceilings are the key. You can use 
light fixtures to accent the space, or paint, 
but no more popcorn ceilings. I think 
they’re against the law now, anyway (not re-
ally, but…) 

11. Smaller homes (but not tiny 
homes). More people are opting for 2,000 
square feet or less. The article stated the 
reason may be people are waiting later to 
get married, and are having less children, 
and boomers are downsizing. 

12. Electric homes are making a come-
back, but with the latest resources to allow 
for a lower carbon footprint using the low-
est amount of  fossil fuels as possible. 

13. Multifamily breakout rooms. You 
can probably thank the pandemic for this 
one. This doesn’t have to be a large room, 
but enough space for work-from-homers 
to have a space within their space to gather 
with others. 

If  you’re still reading, remember this: 
Your home is YOUR castle, and you don’t 
have to follow trends of  any kind. Looking 
at a wish book, at all the shiny new things, 
is enticing, but it’s you and your family who 
make your home special. Happy holidays 
to each of  you, and I hope all your wishes 
come true. 
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Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

Advertisers’ websites are now linked on the PDF version of the newspa-
per at www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on News.

For information, call 828-200-1371 

• See INK PENN page 19

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

GIVE GIFTS OF

You can now instantly send
or print e-gift cards, or 

purchase traditional ones at 
OldEdwardsInn.com.

View Menu at 
OldEdwardsInn.com/dine

Now open for Now open for 
lunch, light fare lunch, light fare 
& dinner daily& dinner daily

11:30 am - 9 pm 

•Ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

All About Books

Unpacking the Decorations: 
A scene from a Christmas Cozy

In “Whiskers, Wreaths 
& Murder,” Book III in my 
Dickens & Christie cozy mys-
tery series, my main character 
is preparing for her second 
Christmas since her husband 
died tragically. Unpacking the 
decorations is bittersweet, but 
her four-legged companions 
help to lighten the mood. En-
joy!

• • •

I’d been hesitating to pull 
out my boxes and boxes 
of  Christmas decorations, worried 

I’d have a meltdown, but since I’d made 
it through tree shopping without tears, I 
decided to chance it. After all, I thought, 
even if  I have a good cry, tonight’s party 
will cheer me up. 

By the time I carried all the boxes from 
the garage to the sitting room, I was think-
ing I should have asked Peter or Gavin for 
help. What on earth was I thinking when 
I shipped all this? At least the containers 
were clearly labeled. In the summer, when 
I’d moved into my fairytale cottage and 
begun sorting boxes, it was apparent I’d 
swung back and forth from haphazard to 
highly organized when I was packing in 
Atlanta. Thank goodness the Christmas 
decorations were in the organized category.

Dickens and Christie watched as I 
opened the box of  teddy bears and other 
animals, many of  which I’d acquired pre-
Henry. There was my treasured Richie 
Bear from the now-defunct Rich’s depart-
ment store in Atlanta. He was a white bear 
with a red sweater and red knit cap. Two 
brown Lord & Taylor bears from different 
years were wearing knit scarves and hats. 
The Lord & Taylor locations in Atlanta 
had long since closed, and I still couldn’t 
believe the flagship store on Fifth Avenue 
had closed after over one hundred years in 
business. 

Christie wandered over to climb into 
the box. “What’s with all the bears? I 
thought we had cats too . . . Wait, here’s 
one.” She’d found a black and white cat 
with a Santa hat. She sniffed everything 
as I pulled out several more cats, a moose, 
and a mouse. Each one made me smile and 
Christie purr. 

Dickens was more inter-
ested in lounging in front of  
the fire and content to watch 
from afar. Next was the box 
holding the small red, white, 
and green quilted tree skirt 
my mother-in-law had handed 
down to Henry, perfect for 
the smaller tree. Tucked in 
with it were the larger green 
velvet tree skirt trimmed in 
rich burgundy and the delicate 
crocheted angel tree topper. I 
considered these items heir-

looms, as Henry’s mom had made them all. 
“You know, Christie, I have a picture 

of  you as a kitten, curled up with the pack-
ages beneath the tree—after you’d chewed 
ribbons and clawed wrapping paper. You 
played so hard, you conked out.”

“I’ve learned better now. I prefer to 
play with the paper after you’ve unwrapped 
the packages. I still think the ornaments are 
fair game, though.”

“Yes, dear. That’s why I never place 
fragile ornaments on the lower branches 
where you can reach them.” Thank good-
ness, she confined her antics to the bottom 
of  the tree. I’d had a kitten named Moocher, 
another black cat, who’d climbed up the 
trunk of  the Christmas tree one year. I was 
lucky I’d been there and been able to reach 
in and grab him without breaking a single 
ornament or worse, toppling the tree.

 I was saving the several boxes of  or-
naments until last, so I turned to the box 
labeled China. I knew it wasn’t china, but I 
hadn’t known what else to call the plethora 
of  candle holders, decorative plates, and 
Christmas knickknacks I’d collected. I had 
a handblown glass tree with tiny glass balls 
hanging on the branches, a wooden sleigh, 
and several snow globes.

Christie meowed, “I remember the 
big snow globe, the one on the gold base 
that played music. That thing scared me to 
death.”

That got Dickens’s attention. “It only 
scared you after you knocked it to the floor 
and it burst into pieces! We didn’t see you for 
hours after the crash.”

Christie turned her nose up before she 
replied, “Excuse me, I believe it jumped off  
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...FILING continued from page 1

• See TIER page 9

Sandwiches
(Gluten Free Bread Add $3) 

The Basic Chick – Chicken salad on wheat bread/croissant.   $10 

Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub 
roll.   $12 

Raw & Flawless – Spring Mix, avocado, hummus, red pepper, red onion, 
cucumber, Fermenti pickled carrots on wheat bread.   $14   

The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked 
provolone, tomato, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian 
dressing on baguette.  $13 

The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked 
provolone cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll.  $13 

The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey 
mustard on ciabatta.  $12 

The Hudson – Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way--cucumber, lettuce, 
onion, banana peppers, black olives, DJs pickles).  $13 

 Salads 
The Garden of Eatin’ – Spring mix, tomato, cucumber, pepperoncini, onion, red 
pepper, fresh garden herbs, DJs basil balsamic beets, Fermenti pickled carrots, 
DJs pickles, House Ranch or Italian.  $14 (Add meat additional $3) 

Pasta Salad of the Day – made fresh located in our deli cooler. 

*We make deconstructed sandwiches on lettuce as a salad—Just ask!

Daily Specials – Soups, Sandwiches, Salads, Bakery items and Desserts. 
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays • 208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

(828) 305-7509

WINTER HOURS
Monday-Saturday 

11a to 5p
(unless otherwise posted)

HOLIDAY HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY

DEC. 20-24
Closing 3p on Christmas Eve 

Closed Dec. 25-Jan. 1
Re-open Monday, Jan. 3

Court made the announce-
ment suspending candidate 
filing for all offices for the 
2022 primary election in-
cluding filing for resched-
uled municipal contests, and 
any separate filing period in 
January for those contests. 
As of  Wednesday evening, 
more than 1,400 candidates 
had filed statewide.

Filing had been under-
way since noon on Mon-
day and was scheduled to 
continue until Dec. 17, but 
many candidates for Con-
gress and the General As-
sembly had delayed filing 
to see how the courts might 
rule on the recent redistrict-
ing due to gerrymandering.

“Today’s order by the 
state Supreme Court re-
stores faith in the rule of  
law and it is necessary for 
the Court to rule on the 
constitutionality of  these 
unfair districts before the 
next election,” NC Gover-
nor Cooper said last week.

For any candidate 
whose filing has been ac-
cepted by the State Board 
of  Elections or any county 
board of  elections, that 
candidate “will be deemed 
to have filed for the same 
office” in the May primary, 
subject to any court rulings 
that would impact that can-
didate’s eligibility, accord-

ing to the Supreme Court 
order.

Those candidates 
would be able to withdraw 
their candidacy during the 
new filing period. Any indi-
vidual who withdraws their 
candidacy is free to file for 
any other office for which 
they are eligible during the 
reopened filing period.

Dates for a new filing 
period have not been set. 

The Supreme Court’s 
ruling stems from three 
lawsuits that have been 
filed against the redistrict-
ing plan approved last 
month by the General 
Assembly that would be 
in place through the 2030 
election cycle. 

Democrats and critics 
say the Republican-drawn 
maps are illegally ger-
rymandered to maintain 
dominance by the GOP in 
Congress and the General 
Assembly for a state that 
historically has been split 
evenly between Republi-
cans and Democrats.

The 2020 census pro-
vided a 14th congressio-
nal seat that had to be in-
cluded, and the dominoes 
that knocked over among 
candidates were felt pro-
foundly in Guilford and 
surrounding counties.

amount of  funding oppor-
tunities available for coun-
ties,” said Macon County 
Manager Derek Roland. 
“While being classified as 
a Tier 2 county means we 
are more economically dis-
tressed than other counties, 
it also means that substan-
tially more funding oppor-
tunities will be available to 
us moving forward.” 

The North Carolina 
Department of  Commerce 
annually ranks the state’s 
100 counties based on 

...TIER continued from page 1
economic well-being and 
assigns each a Tier desig-
nation. The Tier system is 
incorporated into various 
state programs to encour-
age economic activity in 
the less prosperous areas.

Designations deter-
mine eligibility and guide-
lines for several different 
grant programs including 
the One North Carolina 
Fund, building reuse, water 
and sewer infrastructure, 
and the downtown revi-



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Dec. 16, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 9

132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round Mon.-Sat. 10a-5p

talization Main Street program. 
Tier designations also play a role 
in the state’s performance-based 
Job Development Investment 
Grant (JDIG) program, to chan-
nel funds for infrastructure im-
provements into more economi-
cally distresses areas.

The Development Tier Des-
ignation statute (§143B-437.08) 
provides specific guidelines for 
calculating annual tier rankings. 
This process assigns each coun-
ty to a designation of  Tier One 
(most distressed), Tier Two, or 
Tier Three (least distressed). As-
suming no ties in rankings, the 
statute requires 40 Tier One, 
40 Tier Two, and 20 Tier Three 
counties each year. If  there is a 
tie for the final position as a Tier 
One or Tier Two county, both 
will be placed in the lower tier.
Tier Rankings use 4 Factors

• Average unemployment 
rate for the most recent 12 
months for which data are avail-
able (October 2020 – Sept.2021, 
NC Dept. of  Commerce, LAUS)

• Median household income 
for the most recent 12 months 
for which data are available 
(2019, U.S. Census, Small Area 
Income & Poverty Estimates)

• Percentage growth in pop-
ulation for the most recent 36 
months for which data are avail-
able (July 2017 – July 2020, NC 
Office of  State Budget & Mgt.)

• Adjusted property tax base 
per capita for the most recent 
taxable year (FY 2021-‘22, NC 
Dept. of  Public Instruction)

Each county is ranked from 
1 to 100 on each variable, making 
the highest possible County Rank 
Sum 400, and the lowest 4. Af-
ter calculating the County Rank 
Sum, counties are then ranked 
from most distressed (1) to least 
distressed (100) in order to de-
termine their Economic Distress 
Rank. Note that the 2018 Appro-
priations Act (S.L. 2018-5, Sec-
tion 15.2.(a)) eliminated several 
“adjustment factors” that will no 
longer be used to calculate the 
final tier ranks, adjustments that 
previously factored small popula-
tion sizes and poverty rates into 

...TIER continued from page 8
the calculations. 

In addition, §143B-437.07.(d) 
calls for the Dept. of  Commerce 
to publish the state performance 
statistic for each of  the four factors, 
alongside the county values. Any 
county underperforming the state 
average on any of  the four factors 
may request assistance from the 
Department to improve its perfor-
mance. 

Macon County was among a 
handful of  counties across the state 
to see a shift in economic develop-
ment rankings. Eleven counties will 
change tiers in 2022. Counties mov-
ing to a less distressed tier include 
Alexander, Brunswick, Buncombe, 
New Hanover, Randolph, and 
Rowan. Those moving to a more 
distressed tier include Chowan, 
Jones, Macon, Polk, and Watauga.

For 2022, the county’s eco-
nomic distress rank is #80 (it was 
#84 in 2021). This shift was largely 
driven by a change in the county’s 
median household income rank, 
which moved from #49 last year to 
#35 this year.
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•Biz/Org News•
Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

Merry Christmas from the 
Gordon Center for Children

Pictured above is the Pre-School Class of the GCC at HUMC

The Gordon Center for Chil-
dren, Inc. would like to thank its 
major benefactors for the 2020 
and 2021 academic years: the A.L. 
Williams Family Foundation, Bel 
Canto Recital, the Bryson family, 
Cullasaja Women’s Outreach, the 
Episcopal Church of  the Incarna-
tion, HANDS, Highlands Com-
munity Fund, Highlands Motoring 
Festival, the John Mitchener and 
Heath Massey Fund, Ann White 
Morton, Mountain Findings and 
Region A Partnership. 

The grants and donations 
provided through these benefac-
tors enable the Gordon Center 
for Children to provide academic 
scholarships, support extension 
activities such as music, art and ex-
ercise classes, replace playground 
equipment and furniture, pur-

chase books and curriculum sup-
plies, support a free after school 
program for elementary students, 
and provide additional support to 
ensure a healthy and safe environ-
ment. 

The Gordon Center for Chil-
dren, Inc. is a non-profit organiza-
tion that is an outreach ministry 
of  the Episcopal Church of  the 
Incarnation and Highlands United 
Methodist Church and it oversees 
operation of  a half-day preschool 
program, a full-day child care cen-
ter, and a free after-school program 
through the hospitality of  HUMC. 

The GCC would also like to 
thank other organizations in the 
Highlands community who have 
provided support throughout the 
years: the staff  at HUMC for Cha-
pel and music classes, the Hud-

son Library for story time, the 
Highlands Biological Station for 
nature lessons, the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust for hiking 
and environmental activities, the 
Highlands Rec Park for recre-
ational activities, and the Bascom 
Art Center for art classes.

Highlands is a special place 
that is filled with generous and 
gifted organizations that help the 
young children in our commu-
nity to flourish. 

Thank you for your support 
in the different ways that have 
been displayed. For more infor-
mation about the Gordon Cen-
ter for Children please contact 
Allison Tate or Christine Mur-
phy at 828-526-5084.
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GIVE THE
GIFT OF
ART

TM

Bring the joy of the season with one-of-a-kind, hand-crafted treasures 
from The Shop and the Dave Drake Ceramic Studio Barn.
Sales support regional artists and our creative community!

Gift wrapping available. Personal shopping by phone available for purchases over $200.

323 Franklin Rd

Highlands, NC 

828.526.4949

TheBascom.org

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Yard Art 
Open for outside pickup & 

delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•Biz/Org News•

Pictured from left front row: Teacher Assistant, Francie Jetter; Rotarian, Ricky Siegel; Athletic 
Director/Coach-Brett Lamb; PTO President, Ester Gooch; Kindergarten Teacher Bonnylin 
Covey; Rotarian, Zach Claxton. Back row from left: Assistant Principal, Sarah Holbrooks; PTO 
Middle School Representative, Faye Wurm.

Pictured are Obie Oakley who is the outgoing president of Highlands Historic 
Society after serving six years, Harry McDonald, incoming president and Lance 
Hardin who became the archivist this year filling the shoes of Ran Shaffner. The ex-
hibits in the museum were totally revamped this year and the Highlands Historical 
Socitey should be on your “must see” list next year.

– Photo by Tracy Foor

HHS’s Oakley passes the torch

Rotary gives annual checks to 
Highlands School staff

The Rotary Club of  Highlands hon-
ored the teachers at the Highlands School 
recently with a check for $100 to 47 teach-
ers. 

The presentation of  the checks came 
during Teachers Appreciation Lunch host-
ed by the Representatives of  the School 

PTO. 
Throughout the school year, teachers 

go into their own pockets for supplies for 
their classrooms and their students. 

This is Rotary’s way of  saying thank 
you to them for all they do for the children 
of  the school!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL – Back row: Coach Lester Norris, Charlie Sherwood, Aniah Mckim, Walt  
Mckinnon, Carter Smathers, Timmy Mcdowell, Paolo Mcrae. Front row: Jesus Mendoza Tentle, Aiden Crook, Stephen 
Pierson, Tucker Wilson, Bryan Jarquin Colmenares, Isaiah Vilardo and Coach Todd Sherwood.

Highlands School Winter Sports Teams
Varsity
Boys Basketball
Back row:
Sam Stiwinter
Kasen Mitchell
James Earp
Harrison Gates
Lawson Shuler
Brandon Moss
Cooper Hall
JD Head

Front row:
Nathan Keener
Win Dyleski
Mason Taylor
Jeffery Olvera
Davis Ingate
Kaden Mitchell
Andrew Reyes Cuevas
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Highlands School Winter Sports Teams

VARSITY CHEERLEADERS – Back row: Getsi Hernandez Rojas, Shirley Diaz Ovando, 
Katie Earp, Taylor Rickert, Brooke Fogarty, Savannah Bozeman, Annamaria Silverthorn, 
Anna Nichols. Front row: Madi Smith, Ashlynn Wilson, Karmen Jenkins, Brandy Zagal, 
Darby Templeton, Kaki Dyleski, Madalynne Coen, Rea Miller and Anna Fox.

Varsity Girls 
Basketball
Back row
Manager: Madison Webb
Abbie Doerter
Ezra Branham
Riley Conner
Lillykate Bryson
Ava Schmitt
Bella Wilson
Julia Schmitt

Front row 
Beatrice Bryson
Mackenzie Woods
Hayley Borino
Reese Schmitt
Aislynn Wyatt Luck
Bella Branham
Hendy Rios Ruiz

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS – Back row: Julieta 
Rios, Soraya Lopez, Marget Cole, Layla Baybac, Nicole  
Taylor. Front row: Lillian Rutter, Falon Brewer, Katie Fox, 
Arabel Auliso and Cassie McDowell

Photos by Sunset Staff
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

“The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia”

Left: Highlands James Earp snags his own rebound and then puts up another 
shot for 2.

Below: Highlands Reese Schmitt drives along the baseline to put 2 points on 
the board. 			             – Photos by Brian O’Shea Plateau Daily News

Highlands varsity boys basketball team travelled to Cashiers on Tuesday and defeat-
ed Blue Ridge Early College 63-35. The Highlanders established a substantial lead from 
the beginning and the Bobcats never caught up.

Highlands girls varsity basketball team hit the road and beat Blue Ridge Early Col-
lege 64-25 on Tuesday.

Highlands School beats 
Blue Ridge Early College at Blue Ridge
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ICE RINK IS NOW OPEN
• Thursdays 1-8pm, Fridays and 

Saturdays 1-10pm and Sundays 1-5pm. 
Cost is $5 per skater. 

Rec Pool Schedule:
• Adult Swim: M-F 6:30a-1:30p AND 

Tues & Wed 3:30-7p. Call ahead for Pub-
lic Swim Weekend schedule due to staff 
shortages. 828-526-1595.

American Legion
• No meeting in December. Next 

meeting Monday, January 3, 2022, 9 AM 
Highlands United Methodist Church. All 
veterans invited.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Presby-

terian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? 
Visit www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-
526 – 0863 or email info@maconnclit-
eracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to wom-
en who want to return to school or fur-
ther their education and have a finan-
cial need, meets at 10 a.m. If interested, 
please call president Paula McDonald at 
706-372-3004 for meeting places.

Mon.-Fri.
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10:15-11a.m.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street is 
open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal 

Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body work-
out that engages every muscle in the 
body. 

Mon. & Thurs.
• Drive-thru flu clinics at the Public 

Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in 
Franklin from 1–4 p.m. $36 for the regu-
lar dose and the $73 for the high dose 
(recommended for those 65+). Insur-
ances will be filed; please bring your in-
surance card with you. Questions? Call 
828.349.2081.

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball 

10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30am-9:30 a.m. $25 a month. The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the 

Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 a.m.
• Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics 

Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for 
anyone who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interested in 
the A.A. recovery program. Open meet-
ings are held in Highlands at the 1st Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., on Mon. 
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wed. & Fri. at noon. 
And held six times a week in Cashiers at 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Rte 107. 
For exact meeting times visit our web-
site www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of A.A. call (828) 349-4357.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class from 4:30-5:15p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 

at 5:30pm. A combination class with many 
different type of exercise.

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15. Aim for 

strong, lean muscles using light weights, 
body weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. 

2nd Tues. thru December
• Hudson Library, in partnership with 

VAYA Health, is hosting an educational 
series on adult mental health, held the 
second Tuesday of each month through 
December. Reservations are required and 
masks will be required. Register online at 
vayahealth.com/calendar (click on the de-
sired class to register) or call the library 
at 828-526-3031.

First Wednesdays
• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is 

featuring Walk-in Wednesdays Hiring 
Event. Interviewing for RNs, CNAs, Allied 
Health Professionals and Support Servic-
es Professionals. 1-3:30 p.m. 190 Hospital 
Drive, front entrance. On the spot offers. 
Sign-on bonuses offered for select posi-
tions. Bring updated resume. Casual wear. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 a.m. An ex-

hilarating and fun mix of martial arts for a 
calorie-burning workout. . 

• Free Covid vaccination clinics – 9 
a.m. to 5p.m. at the Rec Park. (Closed for a 
half-hour lunch break) Closed on Thanks-
giving Day. Location subject to change, 
please check https://myspot.nc.gov/ for 
the latest location information.Walk-ins 
are accepted, however we encourage res-
idents to pre-register and schedule an ap-
pointment at https://myoptumserve.com/
covid19, or by calling (877) 505-6723 if 

you do not have internet. 
• AL-ANON Meetings. The AL-

ANON Family Groups are a fellowship 
of relatives and friends of alcoholics who 
share their experience, strength, and 
hope to solve their common problems. 
An In-Person meeting is held each Thurs., 
noon at the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., Highlands. An AL-ANON Zoom 
Meeting is held each Saturday @ 10:15am 
ID:889-3772-7928 Password: EasyDoesit 
or to speak with a member call 828-342-
6866. 

Thru Dec. 24
• Santa in the Park
Thru Dec. 19 
• Holiday Spectacular at the High-

lands Playhouse. Ticket prices for adults 
are $25 in advance or $35 when pur-
chased day of the performance, and $10 
for children (under 18 years of age). The 
Playhouse will be working with area 
schools and outreach programs to en-
sure any local student can come to this 
family friendly event.

Thru Dec. 17
• Donations for REACH of Macon 

County can be dropped off at the High-
lands Police Station and the Highland 
Fire & Rescue Dept. Needed are: paper 
products, full-size toiletries (shampoo, 
conditioner, razors, etc.), laundry and dish 
washing pods, dryer sheets, Lysol wipes, 
feminine hygiene products, diapers and 
wipes, hairbrushes, toothbrushes, combs, 
sealed dry dog/cat food and sealed cat 
litter.

Thurs. Dec. 16
• At OEI’s The Farm, Mike Kin-

nebrew. Fireside Holiday Evening. Get 
tickets online at OldEdwardsHospitality.
com/Fireside.

Sat. Dec. 18
• Ceremony and Wreath Laying. 

Highlands Community Building at noon. 
Then shuttles will take volunteers to the 
cemetery to lay veteran wreaths. For 
more information, call Phil Potts at 828-
200-9753. 

Sat. Jan. 1
• Met at the PAC Laurent Pelly’s 

storybook staging of Massenet’s Cen-
drillon is presented with an all-new Eng-
lish translation in an abridged 90-minute 
adaptation, with mezzo-soprano Isabel 
Leonard as its rags-to-riches princess. 
Maestro Emmanuel Villaume leads a 
delightful cast, which includes mezzo-
soprano Emily D’Angelo as Cinderella’s 

Prince Charming, soprano Jessica Pratt 
as her Fairy Godmother, and mezzo-
soprano Stephanie Blythe and bass-
baritone Laurent Naouri as her feuding 
guardians.Emmanuel Villaume (Con-
ductor); Jessica Pratt (Fairy Godmoth-
er), Isabel Leonard (Cinderella), Emily 
D’Angelo (Prince Charming), Stephanie 
Blythe (Madame de la Haltière), Lau-
rent Naouri (Pandolfe)

•Highlands Area Events•

The Ho-Ho History 
of the Christmas 

(StatePoint) While you may love your 
holiday traditions, you may not have given 
much thought to the origins of  these cus-
toms. When it comes to sending Christmas 
cards, this long-standing tradition has a fas-
cinating history.

Did you know that these seasonal 
greetings date back to the 1840s? The an-
nual custom was started by trendsetter 
Queen Victoria herself, whose published 
engraving featuring the winter wonderland 
at Windsor inspired her subjects to follow 
suit. Stateside, Annie Oakley was another 
Christmas card pioneer, sending the first 
known personalized Christmas card in 
1891.

While the 20th century saw the rise 
of  the folded card sent by mail, today, 
digital greetings are yet another way to 
show friends and family you care, thanks 
to a wide variety of  options available. For 
example, SmashUps personalized video 
greetings allow users to send customized 
holiday wishes featuring favorite celebrities, 
including Santa himself. To learn more, vis-
it smashups.com or download the Smash-
Ups app, available for iPhone and Android.

As you send and receive seasons’ 
greetings this year, take time to appreciate 
the long and storied history of  this fun and 
festive tradition.
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...STRs continued 
from page 1

Christmas Eve
Our Lady of the Mountains • 1:00 pm

St. Jude’s in Sapphire Valley • 3:00 pm

Christmas Day
St. Jude’s only • 10:00 am

New Year’s Eve
St. Jude’s • 4:00 p.m.

New Year’s Day
Our Lady of the Mountains • 10:00 a.m.

Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands • 828-526-2418
www.olmhighlands.com

3011 U.S. 64, Sapphire • 828-743-5717
www.stjudeofsapphirevalley.org

The Spa at the
Center for Plastic Surgery

828-526-3783 
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Give 
yourself a 

Rejuvenating 
Facial for the 

Holidays

Family-friendly 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

in the Sanctuary 
5pm

Includes a 45-minute pageant 
recorded by our after-school children

Cokesbury Christmas Carols
7pm

30-40 minutes in Faith & Fellowship Center
Christmas Eve Prayers

in the Sanctuary
9-10pm

Midnight Eucharist
in the Sanctuary

11:45pm 
Approximately 15 minutes

Join us in celebrating the birth 
of our Savior at the

Highlands United Methodist Church

Pastor Randy Lucas
315 Main Street • 828-526-3376

highlandsumc@icloud.com
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Episcopal Church of the Incarnation 
520 Main Street, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-2%8 
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Christmas Services

All Services will be held in the Historic Chapel.
Limited to 100 people.

Friday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve
4 pm Holy Eucharist 
6 pm Holy Eucharist 
8 pm Holy Eucharist

Saturday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

Amy Patterson and Brian Stiehler 
presented at the joint Town 
Board/Planning Board meeting 
on Nov. 17. In the end, the board 
suggested quite a few changes.

At the onset, Chairman Brad 
Armstrong said he didn’t feel the 
Planning Board had the expertise 
necessary to discuss established 
land use laws about vested rights 
regarding STRs and so steered 
the board to the future instead.

“Let’s talk about what we 
want to see happening going for-
ward and see what we can and 
want to do,” he said. “I am inad-
equate to navigate state statutes 
and case law. Let’s talk about what 
is healthy for Highlands 5, 10, 20 
years from now.”

Nevertheless, members had 
thoughts about property owners’ 
vested rights regarding STRs be-
cause that was the parting word 
of  Attorney Justice at the Nov. 17 
meeting.

That night, to the surprise of  
many, Justice said property own-
ers in the R1 district who current-
ly have STRs can continue as they 
have been regardless of  amend-
ments to the UDO and if  they 
sell their property, that STR use 
follows the land not the owner. 

Monday night Wendell Wil-
lard, who recently replaced Den-
nis DeWolf  on the Planning 
Board, asked “What do we want 
to do as a community? Vesting or 
termination of  vesting? If  STRs 
are a continuing use in town, we 
need to set up boundaries where 
they are acceptable. We don’t have 
boundaries now. People might 
buy a home and not know the 
zone they are in allows STRs and 
end up next to renters,” he said.

Helene Siegel questioned 
many aspects of  that notion, too.

“Do we want a town that is 
transient? Does vesting apply to 
all zones? What equals a vested 
right – one year of  renting, two, 
five? Who determines who is 
vested?” she asked.
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First Presbyterian Church of Highlands
cordially invites you to a Christmas Season filled with

Meditation, Music, and Candlelight

Sundays During Advent:
10am Adult Advent Study & Children’s Sunday School

11am Special Music & Sermon Series:
And Heaven and Nature Sing: The Story of the Carols

5pm Advent Vespers - Close to Home
A casual service in the Sanctuary

 
Ecumenical Longest Night Service:

Tuesday, December 21 at 5:30pm
For all those experiencing the acute pain of loss and grief in an 

otherwise joyful season of celebration. We will honor and name our 
grief, and we will be reminded that we worship the God of love, who 
comes to live among us even in our worst of times. All are welcome.

 
Christmas Eve:

4:30pm - Harp Prelude – John Wickey, Harpist
5pm - Family-Friendly Service with Candlelight 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands

471 Main Street, PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 28741
P: 828.526.3175 E: fpch@frontier.com 

Chris Wilkes said he believed ev-
erything should be left as it is – meaning 
amendments to the UDO regarding STRs 
aren’t necessary.

“This ‘vested box’ is a nightmare. As 
it is now issues are complaint-driven re-
garding noise, parking, trash, septic. There 
are already laws in place. There have been 
rentals in Highlands forever. We should 
be talking about the responsibility of  the 
owners. Rental contracts are clear as to 
allowances and so are our ordinances. It 
comes down to enforcement,” he said. 
“Owners, too, not just renters, need to be 
responsible. There needs to be someone 
responsible for the property 24/7. People 
who outwardly abuse the ordinances have 
to be accountable.”

Rick Trevathan agreed. “Enforcement 
is the issue,” he said.

Nick McCall said vested rights are the 
equivalent to a “golden goose” for prop-
erty owners whose STR status is allowed 
to continue because their property value 
would be higher than that of  their neigh-
bors who chose not to rent their homes 
over the years.

Armstrong said the board’s charge is 
to deal with land use issues, nothing more. 

“The question of  vesting and en-
forcement isn’t the purview of  the Plan-
ning Board. Those issues go to the Town 
Board and its legal representation. So, let’s 
think long-term,” he said. If  not currently 
a STR, what should be allowed in the fu-
ture.”

Darren Whatley agreed saying the 
board needed to consider how STRs will 
impact the long-range plan for Highlands.

When asked what they were dealing 
with, Thomas Craig, who was in the audi-
ence, told the board there are about 450 
STRs in the Highlands Township with 
about 200 estimated to be within the town 
limits across various zoning designations. 

The first issue the board put to bed 
was the proposed amendment to “family” 
housing. The November document sug-
gested changing the number of  five unre-
lated people allowed in a home to three. 

But Whatley said those scenarios are 
referring to employee housing, “That’s a 
big problem here, so we have to be cogni-
zant of  that issue,” he said.

Siegel pointed out that the people in 
those houses aren’t coming and going like 
one- or two-night wedding guests which is 

people not 14; one on-site parking space per 
two people; a signed rental agreement, a sign 
displaying contact information for the 24/7 
responsible person and there must be a fire 
safety inspection signoff.

Chairman Armstrong said the thorny 
issue of  vested rights and all its implications 
into the future will have to be hammered out 
by the Town Board and its legal counsel.

At the next Planning Board meeting 
Jan. 10, 2022, the board will go over the 
verbiage crafted Monday night and once 
amended will send it to the Town Board for 
consideration.

– Kim Lewicki

what has instigated the outcry over STRs.
By consensus, the board agreed to leave 

that part of  the UDO as is and to continue 
to allow five unrelated people to live in a 
house.

From the start, Willard wanted to do 
away with STRs in R1 and R2 and was the 
opposing vote throughout the night regard-
ing most allowances but in the end the ma-
jority agreed to various stipulations in the 
zones – thereby leveling the “vested” play-
ing field.

The state defines STRs as lodging less 
than 30 days. So, the Planning Board dis-
cussed Transient Lodging, Tourist Homes 
and Whole House Rentals as categories 
within each zone – R1, R2, R3, B1, B2, B3, 
and B4.

The length of  days discussed were also 
categorized – less than seven days; more 
than seven days but less than 30; and stays 
over 30 days which are considered long-
term. According to the board, renters over 
30 days in whatever category are less of  a 
problem or a nuisance because those rent-
ers stay put and tend to become part of  the 
neighborhood.

In the R1 zone, they recommended no 
Transient renters (those less than seven days) 
but want to allow Tourist Homes for up to 
six months of  the year. For Tourist Homes, 
the owner must be on the property and only 
up to two rooms can be rented either in the 
home or in a garage apartment which Town 
Manager Josh Ward said is considered part 
of  the overall dwelling. Whole House rentals 
would also be allowed but for a minimum of  
two weeks at a time.

In the R2 zone, Transient renters would 
be allowed for less than seven days at time; 
Tourist Homes would be allowed with up to 
four rooms rented for up to six months of  
the year and Whole House STRs would only 
be allowed for a minimum of  two weeks at 
a time.

Renting STRs in whatever form would 
be allowed in all the other zones – R3, B1, 
B2, B3, and B4 – Transient less than seven 
days, Tourist Homes up to four bedrooms 
and six months of  the year and Whole 
House Rentals would be allowed for 7-29 
days at a time.

In all cases in all zones, a zoning certifi-
cate would be required for STRs; two people 
per bedroom plus two would be allowed per 
house up to 12 people -- for instance, a six-
bedroom house would only be allowed 12 

...STRs continued from page 16
Advertising in Highlands 
Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS. 
Advertisers’ websites are 

now linked on the PDF  
version of the newspaper at 

www.highlandsinfo.com.  
Click on News.

For information, call  
828-200-1371 

or email:  
highlandseditor@aol.com



•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E, Cashiers, NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program, Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-8152
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services in the Chapel: 
Rite 1, 8a; with choir, 9:30a; with choir, 11a.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m., Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

John 3:16

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.;Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas, Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Cct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin), Thurs. noon, Fri. 9a; Sun., 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin), Thurs. 9a,; Fri., noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 
9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
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The Winter solstice will occur this coming Tuesday, 
December 21. That day has the shortest daylight 
hours in the year and the longest hours of  darkness. 

The sun will rise late, move low in the sky, and set very 
early. The shadows will be long, and it will look and feel 
gloomy because of  the lesser sunlight.

Just as nature has its shadow side, so too into every-
one’s life shadows and darkness will come. It’s a part of  
living. We know all too well.

We know that our lives have limits. We grow old. Tears 
have filled our eyes. Heartache too has struck our spirits.

Yet, in spite of  that reality, we can live with hope for 
better days, for a brighter future. We can be realistic people, 
but we can also be hopeful people.

Yes, life has its limits, but limitations can permit us to 
grow in wisdom and gratitude. Someone has noted, that 
after age 30, our bodies begin to age.

Okay! Still, a lot of  things in life are better with age. 
Aged wood is better than green wood. The best cheeses are 
aged cheeses – more flavor!

Perhaps this saying is true: “You don’t stop living be-
cause you stop growing, you stop growing because you 
stop living.” Growing means gaining deeper wisdom and 
gratitude in living, even from all the ups and downs and 
griefs of  life.

A study out of  Duke University says that, contrary 
to the myth that older people are stuck in their ways, as 
people grow older, they gain the wisdom to see different 
perspectives and become far more capable of  suggesting 
compromises in conflicts or difficult issues.

The study also says that because older people know 
their time is limited, they focus more on what brings emo-
tional well-being and less on fomenting drama in life.

The Christian philosopher Henri-Frederic Amiel said, 
shortly before he died, “At this moment I feel well, so it 
seems strange to me that my death should be so near. Life 
has no sense of  kinship with death. Yet, knowing that life 
has a kinship with death, we are compelled to open our 
lives to God and to others. Life is short and we don’t have 
much time for gladdening the hearts of  those who journey 
with us. So, be swift to love, make haste to be kind!”

Yes, it’s true, life is short and has limitations. So, grow 
and learn from the shadows of  life’s limitation into a wiser 
and more grateful person, a kinder and more generous per-
son.

Rev. Dr. Curtis Fussell
Co-Pastor at 
First Presbyterian 
Church, Highlands

Be swift to 
love, 

make haste 
to be kind!
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...INK PENN continued from page 7

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Nov. 8. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials 
have been used.

Dec. 2
• At 7:05 a.m., Officers responded 

to a one-vehicle accident on US 64 
east at Pinecrest Road.

Dec. 7
• At 9:20 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a call of an assault on a female 
where she was hit, thrown to the 
floor and then hitting a man on the 
head at a residence on Sagee Woods 
Drive.

Dec. 8
• A little past midnight Jody Rich-

ard Stacy, 49, of Del Ray Beach, FL, was 
arrested for assault on a female and 

simple assault at a residence on Sagee 
Woods Drive. He was issued a $1,500 
secured bond. His trial date is Dec. 21.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Dec. 7.

Dec. 7
• The dept. responded to a call of 

smoke at a location on Cherrywood 
Drive.

Dec. 8
• At 5:03 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Satulah 
Road.

Dec. 9
• At 7:04 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on 
Horsecove Road.

• At 9:36 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to residence on Big View 

Drive.
Dec. 10
• At 4:08 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Chero-
kee Drive.

• At 8:53 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Hide 
Away Trail.

Dec. 11
• A little past midnight, the dept. 

was first-responders to a residence on 
W. Church Street.

• At 5:45 a.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a location on Main 

Street.
• At 12:12 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Chestnut Lane.

• At 6:55 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Helen’s 
Barn Lane.

• At 9:55 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a motor vehicle accident on NC 
106.

Dec. 13
• At 9:48 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Queen 
Mountain Road.

the shelf. I had nothing to do with it.”
Jumped off  the shelf? That’s a cre-

ative explanation. I looked around the 
sitting room and considered my collec-
tion. Garland, I need garland. I’d go out 
Sunday afternoon to get some, and then 
I could arrange candles and snowglobes 
in the greenery and hang the three Christ-
mas stockings with the names Christie, 
Dickens, and Leta.

There, I thought. I’ve made it 
through without tears. I’ll tackle the orna-

ments another day. Maybe I’ll just open the 
boxes and set them by the tree and leave it to 
my friends to pull them out one by one . . .

May your holiday be filled with joyful 
memories and may you make new ones too!

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries in 
Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts and 
Books Unlimited, and on Amazon. Contact her at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on Face-
book, www.facebook.com/KathyManosPennAu-
thor/.

* December 18, 2021 *CEREMONY AND WREATH LA YING 
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Highlands Community Building 869 N. 4th Street 12NOON 
Following the ceremony at the Community Building, Shuttles will take volunteers to and from the cemetery to lay veteran wreaths www.wrea1hsacrossameiica.org 

For more information contact Phil Potts at 828-200-9753 or ppotts63@frontier.com 



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

AID: Altitude Interior Design
Award winning designer, 30+ years. Local resident 

18 years. Space planning, custom casework, 
window treatments, flooring, furniture, lighting, 

autocad drafting. 
“Let Altitude Enhance Your Attitude.”

Distinctive, bespoke and creative design solutions 
for residential and commercial interiors. 

Call me.
Initial consult is free.

land: 828-743-0054 cell: 561-847-6144

RICARDO MORALES

Have a Drinking Problem?

We Can Help!

Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous
828-349-4357 (HELP)

www.aawnc80.org
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Business Card Ads
$20 per week BW

$25 per week Color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words

20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block

$5 for color graphic

•Classifieds•
GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

FOR SALE
NEW CONTRUCTION PELLA 

WINDOWS AVAILABLE - two are 27 
1/2” x 52” and one is 28 1/2” x 32 1/2”. Origi-
nally paid $1,400 for all. Will sell for $650. Call 
828-200-9777. (st. 12/16) 

HELP WANTED

SILVER CREEK IS HIRING – Top real 
estate firm continues to expand and is search-
ing for qualified, energetic candidates to fill 
three full-time positions in our Cashiers office. 
Available positions include: Front Desk/Office 
Administrator; Content Writer; Videographer; 
Photographer. For more information, please 
email info@ncliving.com. (st. 6/17) 

FULL TIME LIFE GUARD – The Town 
of Highlands has a full time life guard position 
open. This position will work directly with the 
Pool Director making sure that the pool is run-
ning smoothly. They will also be responsible for 
supervising the part time life guards. They will 
need to be able to show leadership and ensure 
the safety of the patrons at the Highlands Rec-
reation Pool by preventing and responding to 
emergencies. This job will start at $15/hr. with 
full benefits, including health and dental insur-
ance, along with retirement. Qualifications re-
quired are current certification in Life Guard 
Training, CPR and First Aid. They must also 
be able to demonstrate knowledge of rescue 
techniques, procedures, and equipment. Apply 
at www.highlandsnc.org or stop by Town Hall 
to get an applications. Any questions please call 
Emilie Nickerson at 828-526-2118 or email 
at emilie.nickerson@highlandsnc.org. Town of 
Highlands is an equal opportunity employer. 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN 
HOUSE DINING ROOM SUPERVISOR 
– HMH is seeking a full time shift supervisor 
to coordinate reservations and oversee all as-
pects of service in the front of the house at 
TRG. This role will act as Maitre’ D to the din-
ing room, work service for lunch, dinner and 
brunch and be responsible for the proper ex-

ecution of each service period. This position 
will begin as an hourly position and has the po-
tential to grow into a salaried position based 
upon performance. This candidate should be 
positive, reliable, hard working, have a love of 
people, service and have aspirations to lead 
and grow with the company. (st. 12/16) 

THE HIGHLANDS RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT is looking for an Ice Skating 
Rink Attendant and life guards. The Ice Skating 
Rink Attendant is responsible for opening and 
closing the ice rink and providing good cus-
tomer service. Life Guard training will be pro-
vided for anyone 15 or older. Flexible hours 
available, may include after school and week-
ends. Application packets will be available at 
the Highlands Rec Center, the Highlands Pool 
or online at http://highlandsnc.org. The Town 
of Highlands is an Equal Opportunity Employ-
er. Retirees welcomed! (9/16-10/7) 

THE ROOSEVELT TAVERN – A new 
upscale casual establishment in Cashiers, NC. 
NOW HIRING ALL RESTAURANT POSI-
TIONS. Including Chef, General Manager, Serv-
ers, Server Assistants & Line Cooks. Great pay, 
flexible hours, relaxed work environment for 
people who can work independently. Estab-
lished company with great history and follow-
ing in the area. 18 Chestnut Square, Cashiers. 
828 482-8743. Route64restaurants@gmail.
com. (st. 9/2) 

LIBERTY LOVING EMPLOYEES 
WANTED! If you love freedom, customer 
service, having fun and are a positive, happy in-
dividual, we want to interview you! Looking for 
1 - 2 retail customer service team members in 
Highlands. Positions include traditional retail 

RICARDO MORALES
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duties and being awesome 
with the public - young 
to old. Also looking for 
one full-time bartender in 
Highlands, so experience 
is preferred. Willing to 
train the right person to 
be the personality of the 
establishment. Characters 
welcome, charisma re-
quired, boring is unaccept-
able. All positions require 
honesty, dependability and 
a service oriented person-
ality. Must be presentable 
and drug-free, with a clean 
criminal record. Attitude is 
a little thing that makes a 
big difference. ~ Winston 
Churchill. Email us at liber-
tynlibations@gmail.com. 

GRILL & SAU-
TE COOK/EXPERI-
ENCED positions open 
at Caffe Rel. 4 days a week 
to include lunch and din-
ner shift. Great pay per 
experience. Call Rebecca 
Long at 828-507-1487 
and leave a message. Need 
ASAP. (st. 8/26)

CHESTNUT HILL 
OF HIGHLANDS is an 
Upscale, Small Assisted Liv-
ing Facility looking for Med 
Aides, CNA’s, Housekeep-
er and Dietary Staff. You 
may apply in person at 24 
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone 
at 828-526-5251 or by 
email to ce.chestnuthill@
yahoo.com or lindabtiff@
aol.com 

OLD EDWARDS 
INN & SPA, HIGH-
LANDS NC – 2nd Shift 
Maintenance Engineer, 
Sales & Catering Asst, 

Estate Concierge, Asst 
F&B Mgr, Banquet Server, 
Host, Server, Busser, Bar-
tender, Sous Chef, Cook, 
Asst Pastry Chef, Pastry 
Cook/Baker,Dishwasher, 
Reservations Specialist, 
Front Desk Supervisor, 
Front Desk, Bellman, Night 
Audit, Security, House-
keeping, Laundry, Cosme-
tologist, Spa Attendant, 
Massage Therapist, Spin In-
structor, Graphic Designer. 
Apply online: www.olded-
wardsinn.com/careers.

LUXURY LODGE 
MANAGER NEEDED 
FOR LIVE IN POSI-
TION. – Prefer a local 
couple/individual to en-
tertain and maintain facil-
ity while enjoying living 
in an exceptional facility. 
Strong people/communi-
cation skills needed. Must 
be flexible and have im-
peccable references and 
experience in hospitality/
facility maintenance. Back-
ground/knowledge in wine 
and bar beverages a plus. 
Interest/knowledge in hik-
ing/construction and out-
doors is good also. Email 
mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. 
(st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER 
HOUSE BY REEVES 
FURNITURE STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS is 
looking for full and part 
time positions in sales and 
warehouse & delivery per-
sonnel. Must be profes-
sional appearing, friendly, 
self-motivated, and enthu-
siastic. Previous sales and/

or customer service expe-
rience preferred. Competi-
tive starting pay. Generous 
benefits for full-time posi-
tions. Apply in person at 
The Summer House, 2089 
Dillard Road in Highlands. 
(st. 5/20)

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

THIS  HOME IS 
READY FOR YOUR 
CREATIVE FLAIR. 2 level 
fixer upper is in Highlands 
city limits, zone R2, perfect 
for a personal getaway or 
vacation rental. 2BR/1BA 
upper. Lower level bonus 
space with bath and laundry 
facilities. $325,000 as is, or 
owner will finish and sell 
at $399,000. Call Jimmy at 
828-200-0094.(st. 10/28)

N E W  2  S TO RY 
HOUSE, big garage on 
3.14 acres land, water, 
sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private 
paved road, mountain view. 
(st. 10/7) 

UNBELIEVABLE 
PROPERTY FOR SALE! 
Imagine getting one of the 
best panoramic views in 
Highlands, 10 acres of land 
backing up to the national 
forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft 
main house with an available 
2 bedroom guest house 
and a putting green and 
horseshoe pit for $990,000! 
Better hurry before my wife 
changes her mind. Please 
text or ring Paul at 678-516-
8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES 
H O M E  M A I D 

CLEANING SERVICE 
LLC: Quality work, in-

sured & experienced. For 
a free estimate call, (828) 
371-1702. Check out our 
website at, www.home-
maidcleaningservicenc.com 
(12/16)

S TO P  PAY I N G 
AGENCY PRICES – Call 
me! Private, Personal and 
Professional caregiver, com-
panion or sitter. I am avail-
able to work with each cli-
ents needs, days and hours. 
828-507-1692. (st. 9/30) 

N E E D  F U R N I -
TURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED 
AWAY? I can do it. Call or 
text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (st. 9/16)

H O M E  M A I D 
CLEANING SERVICE 
LLC: – Quality work, ex-
perienced & insured. For 
a free estimate call, (828) 
371-1702. Check out our 
website at, www.home-
maidcleaningservicenc.com. 
(9/2) 

CAREGIVER SER-
VICES - Experienced. 
Caring, Compassionate, 
Trustworthy, and Punctual. 
Available to assist with your 
needs: Medicine manage-
ment, prepare meals, doctor 
appointments, errands, and 
light housekeeping. I have 
experience with different 
levels of Dementia, fall risks, 
first aid I like animals, and 
long walks if that’s what 
you want to do. I am flex-
ible with days, and hours to 
meet your needs. Let’s talk, 
and see if we are a good 
fit. Thank you, and I look 

forward to hearing from 
you, Cathy 727 215-4195. 
(st. 9/9) 

HIGHLANDS HAN-
DI-MAN – Can fix anything 
inside or out. carpentry, in-
terior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, 
hauling. Will also monitor 
house during winter. Free 
Estimates. References. Call 
Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-
526-5984. (8/5) 

CNA/EMT Depend-
able, knowledgeable, dedi-
cated to my clients. Stop 
paying agency prices and call 
me. Franklin, NC 407-325-
0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! 
Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. 
Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. 
Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike 
Bertone/Owner of Bertone 
Tile Design & Flooring LLC. 
Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (10/28

GUTTER CLEAN-
ING, METAL ROOF 
& FABRICATON roof 
repairs, chimney flashing, 
debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 
9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208.



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Dec. 16, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 23

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
11a-4p &
5:30-til?

Closed 
Sunday & 
Wed. PM

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

CLOSED
BUT

RE-OPENING
DEC. 26-31

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30

7 days a week 

40 Years of Fine Dining

Making Deals. Making History.

Jody Lovell 

$165+
MILLION TRANSACTIONS2020 100

(828) 226.6303

125 S 4TH STREET  |  HIGHLANDS, NC 28741  |  WHITEOAKRG.COM  |  828.782.0472

There’s no place
LIKE HOME

for the holidays


