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‘Base Camp’ portion of Bear Shadow
Music Festival to be relocated

The residents of Horse Cove
spoke, and although not happy
about it, Highlands Festivals, and
Eleven Events listened.

Despite
COVID, tax
revenues
soar across
the state

Macon County reports
16 percent increase

By Brittney Lofthouse
When Macon County
Manager Derek Roland presented
the 2020-21 fiscal year budget last
year, he presented a budget plan
that did not take into account the
potential impact of COVID19.
Like local governments across the
state, the budget planning process
began before the Pandemic
began making headlines. Once
COVID19 began to spread across
the country, local governments
began altering their budgets to
anticipate significant revenue
shortfalls caused by the pandemic.
“Sources such as NCACC and
Moody’s Investor Service pointed
to a forthcoming recession and
provided budget guidance based
o See REVENUES page 18

Horse Cove residents against
the event in that location were set
to speak during the public com-
ment period of Tuesday night’s

MC Commission meeting, but
when word got out that the event
would be relocated, the issue was

eSee BEAR SHADOW page 16

Hop on the sled tramI

Scores of locals and visitors frolicked on Monkey Hill this past week-
end where sled riding has been a long standing tradition. See more
snow photos on pages 10 & | I.

— Photo by Rachel Lewicki
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MC EMS assumes
COVID19 testing duties

Macon County death toll now at 26

improve things, the health depart-
ment needed additional support.

By Brittney Lofthouse

After complaints from the
community about testing and vac-
cine capacity in Macon County,
the Macon County Board of
Commissioners directed County
Manager Derek Roland to look
within existing staff to address
staffing shortages at the health de-
partment.

With limited staffing, Health
Department Director Kathy Mc-
Gaha told the county to be able to

Within the week, Macon
County Emergency Management
Director Warren Cabe took over
all testing for the county with
staffing for a COVID19 testing
site provided by Emergency Man-
agement, EMS, Fire, Veterans Ser-
vices, Code Enforcement, and the
Dental Clinic staff.

Macon County Emergency

o See TESTING page 17

Feds, state & counties

consider in-person school
Highlands School staying with current plan

By Brittney Lofthouse

The Macon County Board
of Education held a special called
meeting last week to discuss the
recently proposed Senate Bill 37:
In-Person Learning Choice for
Families as well as recommenda-
tions from Governor Roy Cooper
for students to return to in-person
school five days a week as soon as

possible.

While the message is the
same — in-person learning is the
best option for students — how
the groups on different sides of
the political aisle want to accom-
plish this varies.

Senate Bill 37, which was
co-sponsored by Senator Kevin

o See IN-PERSON page 12

Congratulations on your success in 2020,
Nancy Plate!

We greatly appreciate having you on our team.
Sotheby’s
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Be careful; keep eyes on the future

here has been a strong
community response to
the plan to locate the

Bear Shadow Concert from
Founders Park to Horse Cove.
Residents in Horse Cove had
legitimate concerns about hav-
ing a musical concert in their
quiet residential community. As
one Horse Cove resident put it,
why should a small, quite com-
munity have to endure a con-

such events for the purpose of
promoting Highlands businesses
and the expansion of hotel and
VBRO facilities.

Now some readers may
think my picture of the future
is an exaggeration, but it is a
prospect that concerns many
residents. It is a view of what
may be welcomed in larger com-
munities - billboards, suburban
spread with fast food joints on

cert that is intended to promote ~ Highlands Mayor  every corner.
the businesses of Highlands? Patrick Taylor People living here want to

They have a point. Whether

the concert is held at Horse Cove, or at
another location on the Highlands Plateau,
the greater community should pause and
reflect on where this business promotion
model is headed.

While it was announced that during
the COVID-19 restrictions that the pro-
posed concert would limit the number at-
tending, some folks wondered what size
such an event would become once the
pandemic subsides? Would future events
be 2,000, 4,000 or even more? Could the
plateau develop into a major outdoor musi-
cal concert, festival venue attracting nation-
ally known groups and visitors from major
metropolitan areas? Some would welcome
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letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
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necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

be in the beautiful nature and
experience what visionaries like Thoreau and
Muir advocated. As John Prine sang, people
want their friends to be simple and plain as
they step down from their new train into this
welcoming community, and for some, sacred
ground.

To lose our distinctive community
character to where the lines between neigh-
borhoods and commercial enterprises are
blurred could have lasting negative impacts.
The Highlands Community Plan will address
many of these concerns. The Highlands
Chamber of Commerce is also developing a
new business plan that hopefully will address
the dynamic of commercial promotion in
balance with community preservation.

So, am I against concerts? No, but I do
think there needs to be a community conver-
sion involving the town, businesses and resi-
dents about the future initiatives.

I support defined zones for business
activities, residential neighborhoods and
public events spaces. Having concerts in
Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park was, and
continues to be, a great idea. They should
continue, although the size of the space will
impose limitations, along with current town
ordinances and policies. About 1,500 people
would be the maximum capacity for the park.
On the other hand, concerts in that space
do not invade the settings for our surround-
ing neighborhoods. But, if they were to do
so, residents have recourse to address the is-
sue with the Town Board. Having concerts
in large open spaces outside the town have
no such restrictions. Macon County does
not have land use policies or restrictions to
regulate such events. Maybe it is time for the
county to also address these potential devel-
opments. County residents, with unlimited
use of their land, could be just one event
away from impacting their neighbors’ enjoy-
ment of their property.
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The Highlands Cashiers Land Trust was innocent

Dear Editor,

The Highlands Cashiers Land Trust is aware of the
unhappiness of Horse Cove residents over the announced
Bear Shadow Festival to be held in their neighborhood.
However, there appears to be some public misunderstanding
of the role of the Land Trust with respect to those concerts.

As owner of the Bear Shadow view site on US 64 east,
the Land Trust thought this festival would be a good op-
portunity to get some publicity about the lands we conserve
for public enjoyment, such as the Shadow, Sunset Rock,
Satulah summit, portions of the Kelsey Trail, etc.

The organizers were excited to have us as their “charity
partner,” as we are designated on the festival website. We
were unexpectedly offered the benefits from one of their
“side events,” a 100-ticket show by a single musician at a
commercial venue.

ANG’'S
NE BISTRO
Taste the dlj_‘ference. Always fresh.

WOLF

RE-OPENING February 12
Wednesday - Sunday

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com

American cuisine with a
Creole twist and a German flair!

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro
wouldn’t be here today

without trust, loyalty, and the
continued support of our customers,
and employees.
We hope to see you soon!
— Chef & Mindy Green

Wine Spectator
L)
11

BEST OF
AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE

474 Main Street
828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

* HIGHIL ANDS DINING

However, we receive no share of the profits from the
concerts currently scheduled for Horse Cove, and other than
having some say as to the use of the easement area, we have
absolutely no control over any other aspect of the festival
and no responsibility related to the planning, operations or
execution of it.

The Land Trust does indeed hold a conservation ease-
ment on the property in issue. Our legal affairs committee
has reviewed the easement restrictions and the planned use
of the property and concluded that the planned use does
not violate the easement, and that accordingly, we cannot
prevent the event. The specific language of the easement
allows “recreation” as a permitted activity. The Oxford
English Dictionary defines “recreation” as an “enjoyable
leisure activity.” It seems without question that a music

828-526-4035
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open inside
and
Outside
(Closed Wednesdays)
Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Open in February:Thurs-Sun.
Temporary Hours ¢ 12-9p
Closed Mon.-Wed.

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available

(min. delivery order $50)
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

concert would fall within that definition.

Additionally, although commercial use is prohibited
generally, there is a specific exception if it is “related to”
recreation.

The property is primarily used as pasture and the plants
that give the area conservation value are not in the areas
the festival plans to use. As an additional precaution we
will insist that the area be fenced off to ensure the safety
of the plants.

We fully appreciate the point of view of the Horse
Cove residents. Nonetheless, from the Land Trust’s per-
spective, the planned concerts are not within our control.

Carlton King
President, Highlands Cashiers Land Trust

Bear Shadow would be
good for Highlands

Dear Editor,

I write this letter in support of the Bear Shadow Mu-
sic Festival scheduled for this April. This is being put on
by the same group that runs Highlands Food and Wine
(HFW), Eleven Events.

For some context, I first started coming to Highlands
28 years ago. In 1997 my partner and I bought a house
just outside of town. Like many folks, this was - and con-
tinues to be - our sanctuary; a place to get away from the
noise and haste of city living back in Atlanta.

Ten years after buying our home, we bought Moun-
tain Fresh Grocery. It was my entire life for over a decade

e See LETTERS page 8

'ﬂmty’b Valentine’s Speniaﬂf‘ .
February 12-13
2-0 az. Filets
8 Buttexflied Sheimp
2 Swice Baked TFotatoes
Salad fox 2
2 Rolls
2 alices of Chocolate Dream Calfe
53595
We FPrepane - YOU COCFI!

Masat ouden in pexsen ex By phone
H28.526-2762
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PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO BEAR SHADOW MUSIC FESTIVAL IN HORSE COVE

The undersigned residents and property owners of Horse Cove and family members oppose the
selection of Horse Cove as the venue for the Bear Shadow music festival. The proposed event is
inconsistent with the peacefully quiet residential character and serene natural setting of Horse
Cove and presents an unacceptable risk of unsafe traffic congestion on Horse Cove Road, noise,
trash, excessive numbers of people attracted by the event, and other inconveniences and
problems for those of us who live in Horse Cove.

Mary Abranyi

Tom Bailey

Betsy Melvin Batten
Wise H. Batten, Jr.
Marty Boone

Ellen Bramblett

Gene Bramblett
Douglas L. Bullman
Callier Properties, LLC
Maria Chandler

Russ Chandler
Chandler Partners, LLC
Amanda Close

Carl Close

Daniel Close

Donna Close

Jen Close

Steve Close

Andrea Cole

Carlton Cole

Betty Daniel

Cason Daniel

Cheney Daniel

Dick Daniel

Laura Daniel

Richard Daniel Sydney
Daniel

Taylor Daniel

Richard DeW,itt

Sally DeWill

Donnie Edwards Linda
Edwards

Susan Granger

Dick Grier

Mitch Gurganus
Milton J. (Bill) Hall
Evelyn Hall

Dan Hall

Kathy Hall

John R. Hall
Susan J. Hall

Al Handley

Danitta Edwards Hodgin

Ellie Hogan

Joan Huddleston
Pat Huddleston
Joe Johnson
Virginia Johnson
Gay Kattel
Natalie Knops
Susan Kramer
William Kramer
Michael LaPrete
Rosemary LaPrete
Diane Levine
Michael Levine
Michele Mangum
Vivian (Tanji) Marshall
Margie Melvin
Richard Melvin
Frank Oliver
Ruthie Oliver
Gloria B. Padgett
Chris Perry
Peggy Perry
Mary Roberts

Martha Rodriquez
Allie Roman
Arline D. Roman
Robert L. Shambaugh
Dawnmarie Sidd
Angel Sistrunk
Linda Sistrunk
Steve Sistrunk
Cynthia Strain
Anthony Sutter
Christina Sutter
James Sutter

Ken Sutter

Pattie Sutter
Phyllis Sutter

Hal Taylor

Verna Taylor
Janet Thompson
Jeff Thompson
Lauryl Tidwell
Sarah Sistrunk Tollison
Corbin Tucker
Robert Tucker
Geri Tulley

Susan Handley Walker
Lori Wasco
Michael Wasco
Brooke Wilson
Seth Wilson

Kay Yount

Brad Yount
Cheryl Zehyer
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Want Natural, Sexy Lips?

&\
We have the Solution

Center for Plastic Surgery

Robert T. Buchanan MD, F.A.C.S.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
209 Hospital Dr. Suite 202, Highlands, NC
828-526-3783 « www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. e Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 e 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

« Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
« Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions o _®
and of course ... i s
* Fillings and Cleanings ~wiLBANKS SMILE,CENTER
(IV Sedation, too) S

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com
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Radon’s risks and H-C Hospital’s capability to
provide advanced lung cancer screening

ost people think of to-
bacco use when they
think of lung cancer, but

did you know that there’s another,
lesser known culprit that’s respon-
sible for 22,000 lung cancer deaths
across the country each year? It’s
the naturally occurring gas radon,
which is created when uranium in
rocks and soil breaks down. Ra-
don is invisible and odotless, and
sneaks into homes, schools, and
other buildings, usually through
cracks and openings in basements
and foundations.

As it deteriorates, radon sends
radioactive particles into the air,
and breathing it in, in large quanti-
ties, can lead to lung cancer. Radon
is not a problem when it disperses
outdoors, but when trapped in-
doors, that’s when it becomes a
health hazard.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency shines a spotlight on
radon awareness in January, with
National Radon Action Month.
Radon is measured by picocuties
pet liter (PCi/L), and a normal in-
doot radon level is 1.3 pCi/L. The
highest radon levels in the state
are found here in Western North
Carolina, and the area’s geological
makeup is responsible for that, be-
cause we have comparatively high
levels of uranium in our rocks and
soil.

Fortunately, radon tests can
be purchased at home stores and
you can get a reading easily and
quickly for your home by using
one. If you do find that your home
has a high level of radon in it, there
are contactors who specialize in
radon mitigation and can reduce
the radon level of your home to a
safe and acceptable level. It is now
also standard practice during home
inspections for radon levels to be
checked.

The risk equation is also im-
pacted by the fact that those who
smoke or who have been exposed
to second hand smoke are at great-
er risk for radon-related lung can-
cef.

As with every cancer, we
know that the earlier we can detect
it, the better a patient’s prognosis

Tom Neal
CEO/CNO
H-C Hospital

is. It used to be that lung cancer
wasn’t typically detected until it
was a later stage condition, but
with the advent of an advanced
screening technique — the low-
dose CT (LDCT) scan screening
for lung cancer — many lung can-
cers are being found earlier now,
when treatments can be more ef-
fective.

That said, there are specific
criteria that a patient needs to
meet in order to get a low-dose CT
scan covered by insurance, and it’s
a good thing to discuss with your
primary are provider at your next
appointment.

I'm pleased that Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital (HCH) has the
capability to offer LDCT screen-
ings to our community members
as part of our radiology services
menu, and it’s important to know
also that at this time, screening ser-
vices at HCH are completely safe,
as we continue to take every CO-
VID-19 safety precaution while
we provide them, from screening
to equipment sanitization.

You’re in the best hands when
you come to the hospital for radi-
ology services because our team
members and technologists main-
tain the highest safety standards
as they provide care, reflected in
the fact that we’re a fully accred-
ited Diagnostic Imaging Center of
Excellence™ from the American
College of Radiology.

As 1 drafted this column,
Western North Carolina received

its first doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine, a truly remarkable event
which can give us all hope that
2021 will be much different than
2020. We were privileged here
at HCH to be able to vaccinate
210 people on December 19: 47
ELC residents and 163 employ-
ees. I’'m most grateful to our team
members from HCH, ELC, our
HCH clinics, and division support
team members from WorkWell,
Pharmacy, Information Technol-
ogy, and Infection Prevention.
This event exemplified the value
of team spirit, as people helped
where and as they could, from
serving as runners to adminis-
tering the vaccine safely and ef-
ficiently. We also want to say
“Thank you” to Sherriff Robbie
Holland and the Macon County
Sherriff’s Department for provid-
ing security coverage.

I was heartened to see people
appear early before the start of
the vaccine kick-off, and once we
got to the vaccination step, we
were busy for about four hours.
I noticed that I clocked in 24,000
steps that day, since I picked up
vaccine doses and delivered them
to the vaccinating team.

I'm so proud that we could
play such a significant role in this
momentous step toward reliev-
ing the scourge of COVID-19,
particularly because we happen
to be the smallest hospital in the
division.

All of this seemed truly un-
imaginable nine months ago, and
to follow up on the theme of
vaccination, I'll be I’ll be talking
about the importance of vaccines
throughout our lives in an upcom-
ing column.

Even though the vaccine
is in our midst, we can’t let our
guard down. I urge you to con-
tinue practicing the three Ws —
wearing your mask, washing your
hands often, and waiting six feet
apart to curb the spread of CO-
VID-19. Our choices and actions
now — including taking the vac-
cine when it becomes available to
you —will create the reality we ex-
perience in the coming year.
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..LETTERS continued from page 4

until we sold the business neatly three
years ago. My Highlands experience as a
weekender, then a full-time resident and
business owner, and now again as a part-
time resident has given me multiple per-
spectives on life up here.

Would I want every weekend to be
Highlands Food and Wine or Bear Shad-
ow? No. But I look forward to it every
year and attend many of the events. It’s a
mix of young and old, locals and visitors
all having a good time and enjoying each
other and their surroundings.

The women at Eleven Events run
a tight ship with minimal impact on any
of the places they temporarily turn into
a venue. Anyone who has attended HFW
knows this will be a far cry from the camp-
out sloppy weekend festivals that you see
hosted in other towns and cities across the

south. It’s also significantly smaller. I've
been to parties in Horse Cove that were
larger than this event.

Ultimately how Bear Shadow goes
down will determine the attitude of resi-
dents and visitors toward this event and
HFW for years. I believe the gang at Elev-
en Events knows that. Having worked
with them during my business days, I know
they love our town and wouldn’t want to
do anything to negatively impact our com-
munity.

My belief is that Bear Shadow will
be a much needed bright spot after a very
tough year, and leave Horse Cove the fol-
lowing Monday much the way it was the
week before.

JT Fields
Highlands

Whistle blower should be protected

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to the article
in the Jan. 28 Highlands Newspaper edition
entitled “Confidentiality of Town Board
Closed Session was compromised.”

Thank goodness the Town Board and
town attorney, Elliot Ness, are on the job —

not to uphold righteousness but to subdue
and intimidate a whistleblower. Not so long
ago, a national whistleblower was sanctified
as a bona fide hero; now his or her coun-
terpart here in Highlands must apparently
be outed and destroyed through desperate
and insidious legal nitpicking, weak and piti-

Highlander Mountain House &

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
270 Main St, Highlands e (828) 526-2590

WINTER SPECIALS

Wed.- Fri. 5-7p
$8 Wines and $5 Draft Beers

LOCALS DINE AT 20% OFF Final Bill
(Wed.- Sun. [ January-March)

Come Join Us for Breakfast
Wed.- Sat. — 8-10:30a ¢ Sunday Brunch - 10a-3p
Can’t stay? We have “On the Run” Options

Weekly Winter Lunch & Dinner Specials

ful as it is.

In the last 10 years, I personally have
learned of “super secret” matters heard by
the board in “closed sessions,” a.k.a. the for-
tress of solitude or the cone of silence

Quick, convene a grand jury! O, pos-
sibly, get over yourselves. Or even, gaspl,
tell us what the heck you are doing. Or,
more likely, make up some reason why that
is unreasonable. We only live here, pay the
taxes that support the town, vote here, and
look the other way while you acquire land
and build a new fire house without voter
approval. No doubt a new palace for your

own offices is in the offing, as it was indeed
prior to the voters turning it down. Maybe
it can be fitted with a state-of-the-art star
chamber to interrogate jaywalkers. Do you
board members honestly think that people
are not aware of the shenanigans related to
making Highlands a smart Wi-Fi town?
Fraud, chicanery, and duplicitous na-
iveté love the dark. Dark days right now,
board members. Take advantage now be-
fore someone comes after you and Elliot
Ness can’t help you.
Brian L Buckley
Highlands

In support of Bear Mountain Music
Festival: In support of Highlands

Dear Editor,

The Bear Shadow Spring Music Fes-
tival, slated for April 23-25, is a beacon of
hope to the twin communities of High-
lands and Cashiers - communities that are
rising to their feet once more following the
catastrophe of 2020.

The mandate of the event organizers,
Eleven Events, is to ensure that locals and
people from afar can gather safely and cele-
brate the things that have been the heritage
of all who call the Plateau home — music
that lifts the spirit (recalling the telling of
fun-filled nights at Helen’s Barn), wonder-
ful food, nature’s wonder — and a deep, wel-
coming spirit that will not be denied.

Drawing up these plans in accordance
with state and federal guidelines has been a
challenge, but the people at Eleven Events
are seasoned professionals and I believe
that their results will withstand the most
stringent examinations. In fact, the prepa-
rations are available for everyone’s consid-
eration at bearshadownc.com.

This festival is constructed upon the
solid foundation of the Highlands Food &
Wine Festival, which has drawn celebrants
from across the country. The good people
of Eleven Events, who made the High-
lands Food & Wine Festival a vibrant real-
ity, graciously brought that wisdom to the
building of Bear Shadow Music Festival -
while making all the accommodations for
life in the age of Covid-19.

Highlands Food & Wine — now in its
sixth year — has consistently provided a
positive impact on the Town of Highlands
through increased retail business revenue,
boosts in tourism, progressive environ-
mental conservation efforts, and significant
donations to the local non-profit commu-
nity.

And, when all the hype and hoopla

is removed from the equation, that’s why
this event is so important.

Bear Shadow Spring Music Festival
will be an immediate shot in the arm af-
ter an unprecedented difficult year — not
only to our emotional well-being in need
of a healing salve — but also to businesses
throughout the Highlands-Cashiers Pla-
teau.

We’re talking about those in the hos-
pitality industry — from cozy bed & break-
fasts to elegant inns that have earned an
international reputation.

It’s the same for the Plateau’s remark-
ably diverse restaurant landscape. Every
one of them, every one, is emerging from
a life-altering 2020 with a less-than-prom-
ising 2021.

And all of these businesses, and the
shops and galleries that dot the landscape,
are not simply fluctuations to the bottom
lines of corporations headquartered in
far-flung corners of the world.

They’re the dreams and livelihoods of
our friends and neighbors, and they’re liv-
ing symbols of the goodness to be found
here. They and their employees represent
all that’s best about us.

Some of our neighbors have voiced
environmental concerns about the festival.
A very important concern to everyone. In
partnership with ZeroHero, Highlands
Festivals has diverted over 15,000 pounds
of waste through recycling and compost-
ing, making it one of the most progressive
event “greening programs” in the South.

I hope this will allay the concerns
about Bear Shadow Spring Music Festival
that have been raised in recent weeks.

Please understand why so many are
laboring to bring this festival to Highlands.

If you’ve heard rumors that the safe-

o See LETTERS page 9



e ON THE SUNNY SIDE ®

Valentine’s Day

ntonius Valentine was a -
Roman Priest. He was L
born 245 AD. He was [

imprisoned for helping Chris-
tians escape that were being
persecuted by the Roman Em-
pire.

While in prison, he cured
the jailor’s daughter, Helena, of
blindness. They fell in love. The
day before his execution, he
wrote her a letter and signed it,
“I love you, from your Valentine.”

He was beheaded February 14th, 269
AD. In 369 AD, he was named a Saint. 498
AD, the church made February 14th a Na-
tional Holiday and called it Saint Valentine’s
Day.

About 1100 AD, young sweethearts
started celebrating Valentine’s Day like we
do today. They would draw straws to see
who was going to be whose Valentine on
Saint Valentine’s Day.

The first Valentine Day cards were
sent in the 13th century. Initially, these were
homemade. Sweethearts would decorate
with romantic symbols including flowers,
love knots and often lines of poetry. In
1850, Esther Howland, an American printer
and artist was the first to publish and sell
Valentine Cards in the United States.

One of the first and more popular po-
ems

“A Rose is Red

A Violet is Blue

Honey is Sweet and So Are You
Thou Art My Love and I Am Thine,
I Draw You to be My Valentine”

Today over one billion Valentine Cards
are mailed or exchanged each year and Val-
entine’s Day is not only celebrated in the

Kenny Youmans

US, but also all over Europe.

Chocolates and Valen-
tine’s Day

Anthropologist have found
evidence that chocolate was first
produced in present day Mexico
as early as 1900 BC. The cacao
beans(chocolate) were so valu-
able that at one time the beans
were used as currency. Choco-
late was advertised as a most
nourishing food. It was also ad-
vertised as a West India drink which cures
and preserves the body of many diseases.
Today dark chocolate is promoted to be a
powerful source of antioxidants.

1861 Cadbury Chocolate’s decided to
market chocolate on Valentine’s Day using
beautiful heart-shaped boxes with familiar
images of Cupids and roses. The box was so
pretty it could be used over again and again.
The beautiful boxes caught on and business
began to flourish. It was the beginning of
chocolate lovers all over the world to enjoy
the beauty of finely wrapped chocolates.

Chocolate and sweethearts go together
on Valentine’s Day. Over one billion pounds
of chocolate in beautiful heart shaped boxes
will be sold the week of Valentine’s Day.

“My days are filled with yearning;
My nights are full of dreams.
I’'m always thinking of you;

I’'m in a trance, it seems.

You're all I ever wanted;

I wish you could be mine;

And so I have to asked you:

Will you be my Valentine?”
Happy Valentine’s Day to all!

PS: Ladies don’t forget your husbands
or boyftiends on Valentine’s Day!

..LETTERS continued from page 8

ty of attendees and the larger community are not taken seriously, well, I'd once again

invite you to visit bearshadownc.com.

And, finally, if you still believe that this is a nutty idea, I'd remind you that it’s not
nearly as nutty as the scheme cooked up by Messrs. Kelsey and Hutchinson nearly 150

years ago.

Thanks for reading this, and I hope I see you (safely distanced) at the Bear Shadow

Spring Music Festival.

Marjorie Christiansen
Board Member
Highlands Festivals, Inc.

e See LETTERS page 12
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PETITION
to KEEP the
FESTIVAL OUT OF HORSE COVE

| oppose the Bear Shadow Festival Highlands being held in the
Macon County, NC community of Horse Cove in April. The event,
as planned, is thought to be an imminent hazard of serious adverse
health effects for our citizens related to the spread of COVID.

Additionally, the residents of Horse Cove community, as stated
publicly, oppose the event for reasons of protected rare species,
traffic safety, congestion, trash on road, and amplified
reverberating sounds and | support them in these concerns.

My opposition may be electronically submitted. | support the
authority to abate this recognized hazard.

For agreement, please respond via Email to

HorseCoveHelp@gmail.com
stating your name(s) and approval of this Petition.

Thank you, from Horse Cove residents.

10-30%
OFF
WA/&@

THROUGH FEBRUARY 14

cAcormns

Open Daily 10 am - 5 pm
212 South 4th Street
828-787-1877




WmTer' fun m nghlands offer's somethmg for all!

This past weekend’s
snowfall of about 6 inches
was enough to guarantee

fun on the slopes and
Monkey Hill as well as
snow-softened solitude
on The Greenway and
by-ways of town.
Locals and visitors
mingled at the
Scaly Outdoor Center for
snow tubing and at
Monkey Hill for sledding
and snowball fights.
The phenomenon of Ice
Spiders, or Ice Stars was
even seen on Mirror Lake.

— Photos by Sara Benson,
Kim and
Rachel Lewicki
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Winter fun in Highlands offers something for all!
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..LETTERS continued from page 9

Innovative Bear Shadow spring music festival to provide a welcome boost
to local community’s economy and spirits

Dear Editor,

After an unprecedented year
amidst a global pandemic, recent
objections by the community
to host the Bear Shadow spring
music festival are shocking and
counterintuitive. Small business
owners and our local government
have worked together to create
revenue when a lack of tourism
and social gatherings has created
deficits, forcing some to seck
grants or close their doors.

We must support efforts
to infuse revenue back into our
community, and Bear Shadow
event organizers, Eleven Events,
have a track record of doing so
through the Highlands Food
& Wine Festival. The annual,
weekend-long festival — now in
its sixth year -- has consistently
provided a positive impact on
the Town of Highlands through
increased retail business revenue,

boosts in tourism, progressive en-
vironmental conservation efforts,
and significant donations to the
local non-profit community.
Highlands Food & Wine Fes-
tival has succeeded in marketing
Highlands to destination visitors
from over 20 states in the South-
east and beyond, including key
drive markets like Atlanta, Green-
ville, Chatlotte, Chatleston, Bit-
mingham, and northern Florida.
Event demographic reports the
average attendee has an annual
income of $320,000 and spends
an average of $1,000-3,000 in ad-
ditional lodging, retail and restau-
rant spending during these events.
Key local businesses have report-
ed double-digit increases in retail
sales during the festival weekend
(traditionally in November), with
sales rivaling those of a typical
July — peak tourism season. Oc-
cupancy levels for hotels, inns and

Happy Valentine’s Day!
The Firewood Company

Seasoned Firewood

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn

828.200.3050
bobhenritze@gmail.com e www.firewoodcompany.net

private home rentals also remain
at an all-time high during event
weekends.

In partnership with ZeroHe-
ro, Highlands Festivals has divert-
ed over 15,000 pounds of waste
through recycling and compost-
ing, making it one of the most
progressive event “‘greening pro-
grams” in the South. Festival or-
ganizers continue to develop ways
to give back to the community,
including awarding an annual cu-
linary scholarship to the Culinary
Institute of America, in honor of
Highlands resident, Louis Osteen.
The festival also donated over
$36,000 to the Highlands Food
Pantry between 2016-2018.

In addition to losing the
sense of camaraderie that special
events provide, with clear ben-
efits for our emotional well-be-
ing, communities like ours suffer

economic hardship with the loss
of live events such as Highlands
Food & Wine Festival and Bear
Shadow. Eleven Events has been
nimble, innovating new ways to
gather together yet practice re-
sponsible social distancing to help
offset losses during the pandemic,
and Bear Shadow spring music
festival bridges that gap.

Event planners have taken
measures to ensure the show can
go on within the current CO-
VID-19 safety guidelines. To that
end, ticket purchases were capped
to allow 1/3 of capacity, and the
event was moved to a larger venue
— Oakleaf Home Farm — to al-
low for a pod-style event in which
groups of 6- to 8-people would
enjoy the live performances from
self-contained viewing platforms,
called coves (Contained Open-Air

..IN-PERSON continued from page 1

Corbin, would require all 115
public school districts in North
Carolina provide an in-person op-
tion for students. The Governor’s
announcement and letter to local
districts — strongly encourages
local districts to offer in-person
instruction. While SB37 would
mandate it, Governor Cooper is
only requesting and urging it.

While one would be a re-
quirement and the other a recom-
mendation — the details of what
in-person instruction would look
like if implemented basically re-
mains the same for both parties.

SB37 states schools have to
provide access to in-person learn-
ing under Plan A (minimal social
distancing) for students with ex-
ceptional needs.

It also requires schools to
provide in-person learning op-
tions for all K-12 students under
either Plan A or Plan B (moderate
social distancing).

Families would still have the
choice of remote learning for the
remainder of the 2020-21 school
year.

For Macon County, that
means all grades K-5 in Macon

County are currently and have
been for months, in school for in-
person instruction under Plan A
four days a week. Grades 6-12 are
under Plan B — with the excep-
tions of Union, Macon Eatly Col-
lege, Highlands, and Nantahala,
which are also under Plan A due
to enrollment numbers.

Highlands Principal Brian Jet-
ter said that the school has several
factors to consider when contem-
plating changing the school’s cur-
rent plans.

“We are going to keep things
as they are for now,” said Jetter.
“Two reasons: 1. Teachers and
students are learning valuable
computer skills by practicing them
on Fridays. 2. Teachers are doing
the online lessons on Fridays, but
they are also responsible for ‘deep
cleaning’ their rooms to remove all
possible traces of COVID from
all room surfaces with disinfectant
on Fridays. Custodians are doing
the same to all the areas outside of
classtrooms in the buildings. That
is a lot of work. On Fridays. the
building smells like a hospital from
all the disinfectant we use!”

Based on overall state atten-

Viewing Environments), spaced
at least six feet from other coves.
That is, until a small group of
neighboring residents in Horse
Cove raised objections to the
event based on misinformation.
After seeing the careful
planning and safety consider-
ations for this event, I believe
we should support the greater
community good by welcom-
ing Bear Shadow spring music
festival to Macon County and
applaud Eleven Events for their
out-of-the-box thinking that has
created innovative ways to flour-
ish through challenging times
and safely bring the community
together when we need it most.
David Bock
Board Member
Highlands Festivals, Inc.

dance in North Carolina Schools,
mote than 750,000 students are
in-person, which is 48 percent
of the student population, mean-
ing 51 percent of students in the
state are currently virtual. That
percentage would change if the
25 districts that are currently vir-
tual provide an in-person option,
however, a large number of the
students enrolled in virtual learn-
ing are doing so by choice.

Macon County Superin-
tendent Dr. Chris Baldwin told
members of the school board
that with over 500 students in
virtual learning across the dis-
trict, having in-person instruc-
tion on Fridays isn’t feasible at
this point and allow teachers to
address virtual learning needs on
Fridays.

Dr. Baldwin also warned
against a rush to in-person in-
struction without access to vac-
cines for teachers.

“Without vaccination within
our school staff, increasing stu-
dents on campus would increase
possible exposures which would
increase possible quarantines. My

e See IN-PERSON page 22



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. I 1,2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

Shop Valentine's Day & Presidents Day in Highlands!

Your “To Go” Bag! M & Nea, Seecton | | New Spring

{ Merchandise!
* Beach Pamper your
lf; « Boat MIZZEN+MAIN pery ANTAWE AR
2 S N | Valentine + Free People
* Camping ' this year! o THML ¢ Mi-
* Knitting N chael Stars ¢Z
° POO|. Supply
e Gardening - Jeans by:
e Market 4" e Joes
... and more e AG
- Citizens
6 colors to choose e Hudson
from at e Mother
Il Shoes &

Clothing

| - | - upstairs $20
364 Main Street AGS ! (828)421-3546 M 'pSt t
Highlands 338 Main St. 361 Main St e Highlands (in ﬁse G:II:x Tﬁtre)
ON MATIN 526-4777 (Next to Annawear) i
828-526-9415 (Next to The Toy Store) 526-4660

Fine American Handcrafts including
o TI[

SINK Pottery, Jewelr Vv Fut I{Ii! s and More!

HlEHHHHHE

This Sund:r_r February 14thi
Lots of great cords

& still avallable:

new patterns!

Women's Apparel

the boutique

326 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828-482-4375 www.lulu-bleu.com

PJ Harlow Sleepwear for Valentines!

Open Monday 1o Saturday

Do AL
: S PEAK
10am o' Spm 528.526.52 16

| EXPERIENCE

The Dry Sink Main Street Highlands, NC
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Highlands School Basketball and Soccer highlights

Highlands Cooper Hall under pressure from Summit.

Highlands JV boys team wins on
the road against Summit

Highlands boys junior var-
sity basketball team traveled to
Cashiers last month and took on
Summit Charter School in a game
with drastically different halves,
and walked away with a solid win,
43-23.

“We lost the first half by 2
but won the second half by 20,
so we obviously got off to a slow
start but finished strong,” said
Highlands Coach Bryan Dearth.

Highlands had 8 players who
put points on the board, top scor-
ers were Lawson Shuler with 12
and JJ Postell with 11.

“This is a tough year with

fewer games than normal, but
the kids are working hard every
day and enjoying the ability to
play,’said Dearth.

Summit Coach Jeremy Rob-
inson said the Bears played hard
but had an off-night shooting and
couldn’t keep pace with the High-
landers’s offense.

“This team is young and is
still learning to take care of the
ball and defend well,” said Rob-
inson. “I expect to see us improve
a lot throughout the course of the
season, especially limiting turn-
overs and defending.”

p—

BREC Korbin Walters, Highlands Brent Sleight and BREC Carsen Williams.

Stories & photos by Brian O'Shea, Plateau Daily News
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Highlands boys varsity team defends home turf

Highlands boys varsity bas-
ketball team hosted Blue Ridge
Early College last month and won
66-60.

Highlands Coach Brett Lamb
said the Highlanders played well.

“Blue Ridge made it difficult
by shooting well from the 3-point
line,” said L.amb. “It kept the game
close. They really play hard and
we had to match their intensity.
Always a good game with us and
BR.”

Highlands Gig Chalker put
up 23 points and Jeffrey Olvera
scored 19, both career highs.
Highlands Collin Stoltzfus had 8
rebounds.

BREC Coach Elijah Reece
said he thinks the Bobcats played
well overall.

“They ran the things I want-
ed, and we had probably our best
shooting night of the season so
far,” said Reece. “We have a team
full of quick athletes, but not
many pure shooters. So, for them
to shoot the way they did especial-
ly against our rival felt good. Our
game plan was to really push the
pace and get a lot of shots up, and
we did a decent job of that. The
guys also did a good job putting
pressure on Brent Sleight. We held
him to single digits scoring which

against BREC

was good for how much of an im-
pact he can make on a game.”
Last year, Highlands de-
feated BREC by over 30 points,
twice. This year, the Bobcats won
the first match up of the season
and trailed by less than 10 points
throughout the second game.
“I'm proud of the jump the
guys have made this year and I
can honestly say theyve gotten
better every practice and game,”

said Reece. “They’ve bought in
to what Coach [Tim]| Mayse and 1
say and they’re really working to-
gether as a team right now. Coach
and I both think they still haven’t
reached what they’re capable of
this year, but we are hopeful they
will continue to work hard and
put this loss behind them.”

The girls did not play be-
cause BREC’s team was quaran-
tined.

Highlands Nathan Keener and BREC Carson Druffel.



Highlands B. Bryson brings the ball down court against BREC last week at home.

BREC girls basketball team takes down Highlands

Blue Ridge Eatly College
girls  varsity basketball team
hopped a bus to take on High-
lands last week for a game that
came down to the final minutes,
but BREC walked away with the
win 42-37.

BREC Coach Tim Mayse
said he thought the Lady Bob-
cats played great. He said both
teams struggled towards the end
of the close game, but that’s not
surprising due to the nature of
the rivalry between BREC and
Highlands.

“That’s a true rivalry game
for sure,” said Mayse. “I thought
our girls played very well against
Highlands. They showed a lot of
grit and determination. Playing a
half-court game the entire time is
really something we have strug-
gled with in the past, but they did
a great job sticking to the game
plan the entire night.”

Highlands  Coach  Brett
Lamb said the Lady Highland-
ers made some good stops on
defense but didn’t make enough
shots. He added to BREC’s credit,

on the road

the Lady Bobcats hit some tough,
timely shots in the final minutes of
the game.

“I think we played well in
spirts,” said Lamb. “We have
flashes of getting things going but
couldn’t sustain it. We did fight
to the end but couldn’t make the
shots that we needed to when it
counted. We relied too much on
the 3-point shot and didn’t attack
the basket enough.”

High scorers for BREC in-
clude Chatlotte Sherrill with 18
points and 13 rebounds, Ma-
halah Stewart had 15 points and
10 rebounds, Chloe Fowler had 4
points, 6 rebounds, 4 assists, and
4 steals; Macy Heltsley scored 3
points and snagged 7 rebounds,
and Vanessa Russell had 2 points
and 2 rebounds. Sherrill is averag-
ing 23.9 points per game this year
and was listed on HighSchoolOT.
com’s watchlist, see more HERE.

The Lady Bobcats only had 6
players for last week’s game against
Highlands because of athletes in
quarantine, but Mayse said they
should be getting players back by

the end of this week.

“I think only having 6 players
is more of a mental challenge than
a physical one for our players,”
said Mayse. “We don’t have much
depth and it doesn’t matter to us
if our opponent is deep. You still
have to play us 5v5. I think staying
out of foul trouble and not being
able to push the tempo weighs on
their minds more than the condi-
tioning aspect of the game.”

He added that it’s always a
close game when playing High-
lands.

“Since I've been the girls’
coach at Blue Ridge [2014], we
have had 15 out of 21 games with
Highlands decided by 10 points or
less,” said Mayse. “So, you know
it’s going to be a close game and it
always comes down to who is go-
ing to make plays consistently in
the end.”

High scorers for Highlands
include Bella Wilson-9, Hayley
Borino-7, and Reese Schmitt-6.
Highlands Julia May Schmitt had 5
rebounds.

Highlands
boys soccer
team kicks
off season

with win
against Blue
Ridge Early

College

Highlands ]] Postell

launches for a header |ssais

against BREC on the road.
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Highlands travelled to Ca-
shiers last week to take on rivals
Blue Ridge Early College for the
season opener and walked away
with the win, 3-2.

The Bobcats didn’t go quietly
and rallied in the final minutes to
score two goals back-t- back, but
couldn’t clinch the win.

Highlands  Coach  Caleb
Brown said it took about 10 min-
utes to fall into a thythm, but as
soon as the boys strung together
a few passes and moved the ball
effectively, they were able to create
more chances and take some shots
on goal.

“Given our lack of many
substitutes, the boys certainly were
playing hard and tired from all of
their great effort,” said Brown.
“BREC showed some great de-
termination and was able to score
back two goals on us quickly. They
cut the goal deficit to one, which
did make us a bit nervous, but we
were confident that the boys could
pull through. Through their deter-
mination and will to give it their
all they were able to make some
great stops and even create a few
chances on goal during the final
minutes of the game.”

BREC Coach Nick Pressler
said the Bobcats played well for
their first outing,

“We possessed the ball the
majority of the first half, just
couldn’t find the net” he said.
“They never gave up and put two
good goals together late.”

The first goal of the game
was scored by BREC against

themselves after a deflection off
the keeper. Highlands Jeffrey Ol-
vera scored the second goal, fol-
lowed by a score by Highlands
Win Dyleski.

BRECs first goal was scored
by Jacob Pressler, the second was
a header by Korbin Walters with
an assist from Pressler. While
they had the momentum with
them, it wasn’t enough to take the
win.

“With basketball and soc-
cer going at same time we have
not had a full team practice,” said
Coach Pressler. “We will get bet-
ter and I think we can contend
well with the other conference
teams. Silly mistakes and lack of
focus in the first half put us be-
hind on the score.”

Athletes  playing multiple
sports with overlapping seasons
is affecting teams throughout the
state, and Brown said he’s proud
of the players’ dedication.

“For a team that has not had
a great deal of time practicing
together, the players played their
positions excellent,” said Brown.
“They created chances, moved
fast on the ball, and really showed
their impressive conditioning by
playing a full fast paced 80-min-
ute game without walking or gas-
sing out. I am exceptionally proud
at the work ethic these boys have
shown to play two sports at the
same time and give it their all in
every game. I could not be more
pleased with their performance
on the field and the final result.”
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..BEAR SHADOW continued from page 1

not brought up.

However, Dr. Michele Mangum, au-
thor of a letter-to-the-editor that was pub-
lished in local media, had prepared a state-
ment for Tuesday night’s public comment
period.

“ speak as a physician who has serious con-
cerns that the festival will significantly spread CO-
VID-19; a likely super spreader event.

“The number of County cases has decreased
somewhat recently based on the # of positive test
results. However, only 6.8% - 8.2% of the County
population has been tested. Asymptomatic and pre-
Symiptomatic non-tested cases are difficult to esti-
mate. In late September, the CDC estimated 40%
of the infected carriers are asymptomati.

“Governor Cooper has enacted a series of
excecutive orders to attempt control of the virus in
NC.

"The DHHS has issued several Secretarial
Directives 1o this end as wel.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Yard Art Open
for outside pickup & delivery

-

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning
Facials » Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

"These include a limit on outdoor gatherings of
50 or 100 pegple. 1,000 festival attendees are ex-
pected and planned for. The festival obviously exceeds
the 50 to 100-person limit. The Assistant Secretary
of Public Health at DHHS stated it is likely that
in April well be still under an order which restricts
the number of people gathering to a level considerably
below that of the festival. In summary, it’s obvious
the festival is in violation of the NC outdoor mass
gatherings limit.

'EO’ and Directives also require face masks
Jor outdoor gatherings of non-housebold persons
where social distancing is not possible. The festival
ignores this recommendation to prevent viral spread.
The planned pods (called COV'Es) are to hold 6-8
persons each. 1t is not reasonable to think that each
G or 8-person group is from the same housebold. Nor
is an all-housebold requirement mandated by the fes-
tival for each pod. Not wearing masks is allowed
within the pod. Social distancing is not possible
within a pod. In summary, the festival is in violation
of the NC face mask mandate.

“Overall, the festival violates the state guide-
lines and mandates on number of attendees and
mask use. The number of attendees and the festi-
val plans represent a viral spreader hazard for the
County.

“The Director of Emergency Services and
Macon Connty Public Health, in coordination with
the NC DHHS, bas a responsibility and mandate
to assure the festival is not an imminent hazard to
the residents of the County, which, as a physician,
I belzeve it is.

“More personally, the festival is not some pub-
lic humanitarian event that conld benefit all. Any-
casual perception that residents’ objections amonnt
to_just some finicky people who don’t want noise
orcongestion is disdainful. The festival is primarily
a commercial event to benefit the few at the health
of the many.”

In communication with Highlands
Newspaper, Frank and Ruthie Oliver had

&
(Cabin (outure
~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

this to say:

“I do not fanlt the event organizers in any way
Sfor a failure of information or lack of communica-
tion. They were very open and forthcoming with infor-
mation about the event.

My husband and 1 simply believed the scale
of the event was not suitable for Horse Cove. There
was a very wide variety of different concerns in the
neighborhood in opposition to the event.”

The following is a prepared statement
by Christy Medford at Eleven Events con-
cerning the change of plans.

“The much-anticipated Bear Shadow
Music Festival — scheduled for April 23-
25, 2021 — now is making plans to relocate
the larger “Base Camp” portion of the fes-
tival to another venue after a small group of
neighboring residents in Horse Cove stirred
objections to the event. The Base Camp
portion of the festival was slated to be held
at Oakleaf Home Farm, previously known
as Black Rock Preserve, a 17-acre private
property a few miles outside Highlands, NC,
with other portions located at smaller ven-
ues throughout the area. Event organizers
have decided to relocate Base Camp, with
more information regarding the event’s new
location to be announced soon.

“To say that we are disappointed in hav-
ing to relocate from Oakleaf Home Farm is
a tremendous understatement,” emphasized
Casey Reid, Festival Director and Partner
at Eleven Events. “Despite our best efforts
to ensure a magnificent experience at Oak-
leaf — a spectacular place for a top-quality,
fun and safe event for a year that presents
unique challenges — we have been unable to
reach agreement with a few dissenters and,
therefore, this concert site is off the table.
We have gone to extraordinary lengths to
accommodate everyone’s interests and offer
informative meetings to discuss concerns
face-to-face. However, we could not find
common ground with a few individuals to

allow the event to go forward at this venue.”

Reid continued, “While we respect
the points-of-view of everyone involved,
we do not endorse misinformation about
the event being spread in the community.
We had hoped that the few people who are
objecting to the venue would better under-
stand — with the information documents
provided and an invitation to meet — how
we have planned a best-in-class live music
celebration with safety and environmental
sustainability as our top priorities. We thank
local officials, sponsors, performers and
fans from across the region who have sup-
ported and continue to support Bear Shad-
ow and its mission: to promote and give
back to the local community. Nevertheless,
we are preparing to unveil a new location
for Bear Shadow Base Camp, as we remain
committed to supporting the economic
development and stellar reputation of the
greater Highlands area.”

As partners with the community, in a
community that we care deeply about, we
hope the below addresses any on-going
concerns:

* Bear Shadow is a production of
Highlands Festivals, Inc., a 501c3 organiza-
tion whose mission is to promote destina-
tion visitation, economic stimulation and
awareness of Highlands, NC, through event
marketing.

* Highlands Festivals, Inc., has also
produced Highlands Food & Wine Festival
since 2016, which has provided significant
support for Highlands and its stakeholders
during what is typically a shoulder season
for the seasonal town.

* Any net proceeds from Bear Shadow
and Highlands Food & Wine are invested
back into marketing initiatives and desig-
nated charitable partners.

* In cooperation with local authorities,

eSee BEAR SHADOW page 22

* OBITUARY ®

Sheila Potts Harbold

Sheila Potts Harbold, 56, [7
of Highlands, NC and Alto,
GA passed away February 7,
2021. She was born October
11,1964 in Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri to Lucille Zachary
Potts of Highlands, NC, and
the late Wade H. Potts. Sheila
was a homemaker and enjoyed
hobbies including, cross stitch-
ing, crocheting, and listening
to gospel bluegrass music. She
was a friend to many and will
be missed by all that knew and loved her.

Sheila is survived by her mother, Lu-
cille Potts; a daughter, Amanda Perkins; two

= ] bonus daughters, Chrystal
~ #| Hulsey and Amber Pass. In
addition to her father, Sheila is
preceded in death by her hus-
band Michael Harbold; three
brothers, Keith Potts, Johnny
Potts, and Wayne “Rug” Potts;
a sister Teresa Potts.

A Celebration of Life
Service will be announced at a
later date.

Bryant-Grant ~ Funeral
Home and Crematory is serv-
ing the Harbold family. Online condolenc-
es can be made at www.bryantgrantfuner-
alhome.com
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Management Director Warren Cabe up-
dated commissioners last Thursday and
reported that since assuming COVID test-
ing duties at the public health department
beginning January 21, testing is now being
conducted five days per week and is now
housed in a drive-thru operation routed in
front of the Sherift’s Office under a canopy
completely separate from the vaccination
location.

“We have been able to double COV-
1D19 testing appointments scheduled from
16 per hour to 32 per hour with the capabil-
ity of expanding to 40 per hour if needed,”
said Cabe.

Since taking over on January 21, Cabe
reported that EMS had averaged adminis-
tering 42 COVID tests per day with a total
of 481 administered as of Feb. 3.

Cabe said that his department has also
developed a plan to administer COVID vac-
cinations to home bound individuals with
the assistance of Senior Services, the health
department, EMS, and the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Community Vaccination Clinic.

Not only will EMS also continue to
help the Highlands-Cashiers Community
Vacation Clinic with their walk-in clinics
when supplies become available but Cabe
noted that a plan for a walk-in clinic for the
Franklin area has been developed for when
supplies are available.

The Highlands Cashiers Health Foun-
dation (HCHF) also continues to sponsor
local COVID-19 testing initiatives on the
plateau. On Feb.15 the format will be drive-
through at the Village Green in Cashiers
from 11am-1pm and the Highlands Recre-
ation Center from 2:30-4:30pm.

On Feb. 22 the drive-through times
will be 11am-1pm at the Highlands Recre-
ation Center and 2:30-4:30p.m. at the Vil-
lage Green in Cashiers.

Pre-registration is required through the
following link https://cov19.health/#/ by
noon the day prior to testing. Choose “reg-
ister as a new patient” and the office loca-

tion code will be: MTNPKUCR. Negative
results will be provided through this online
link as well. Saliva testing will be adminis-
tered while monthly supplies lasts and then
the nasal swab collection will be used.

Participants will be asked to present a
photo ID and insurance information on site.
Uninsured participants are eligible to partici-
pate with out cost, however a photo 1.D. is
required.

The tests will be administered by Moun-
tain Park Urgent Care (MPUC), of Sylva,
NC in full compliance with CDC, FDA, and
NCDHHS guidelines. The County Health
Departments are provided COVID-19 test
reports as required by NCDHHS.

Anyone testing positive will be contact-
ed directly by MPUC. A COVID-19 testis a
one-time indicator. Frequent hand washing,
face coverings, and social distancing at least
six feet apart are also important for pro-
tection to slow the spread of COVID-19.
Please tefer questions to info@mtnparkuc.
com.

Cabe also noted that his department
has established the drive-thru to be able to
also administer vaccines, once additional
supplies are made available from the state.

“The drive-thru COVID test site has
been modified slightly so once we get an
adequate supply of vaccine, we can admin-
ister COVID vaccinations after all COVID
testing appointments ate fulfilled each day,”
said Cabe. “This should allow 1-2 hours for
testing each day and the remainder of the
day open for vaccinations, in addition to the
regular vaccination line.”

EMS and Emergency Services has also
been able to staff the observation section of
the regular vaccination drive-thru line with a
full ambulance crew and operations support
staff for the health department as well.

The additional work by EMS has not
impacted regular operations for the county’s
EMS support.

“None of our regular daily ambulance
staffing assighments (5 ambulance crews, 1
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EMS supervisor) have been affected by the
additional staffing,” said Cabe. “All other
duties have been filled by part-time or off-
duty full-time EMS staff.”

While EMS is now managing the test-
ing site for Macon County — a newly de-
veloped call center has been launched to
accommodate the extraordinary volume of
calls the county is receiving for both vac-
cines and testing appointments.

“At the Board of Commissioners meet-
ing on January 12, 2021 Macon County, like
all counties across the state and nation was
in the infancy stage of the vaccination pro-
cess,” said County Manager Roland. “Similar
to every other aspect COVID-19 Pandemic,
a vaccination process of this magnitude was
a first for this organization. The moment
vaccine became available, our phone system
was overwhelmed with calls to the testing
and vaccination call center. In the days, lead-
ing up to the January 12 meeting, call vol-
ume was exceeding 500 calls per hour, every
hour, every day. This resulted in a complete
shutdown of the entire county phone sys-
tem for hours and sometimes days at a time.

After the call center — which was
opened with the help of local business own-

er Phil Drake, was launched, the 45-minute
wait time is now less than four seconds a
call.

To date these call centers have assist-
ed with the registration of approximately
5,000 Macon County Citizens. All of which
have now been placed on waiting list rather
than given an appointment slot. The wait
list which was developed from scratch by
IT and has brought about a more efficient
means of scheduling in response to the ev-
er-moving target we are presented with by
the state. It contains phase specific infor-
mation by which individuals on the list can
be sorted and contacted immediately via
phone, email or reverse-911 if they are in
the appropriate phase and vaccine becomes
available.

The call centers have been staffed using
MCPCH employees and county employees
from multiple other departments including
Sheriff, DSS, TAX, IT and Recreation, in
addition to five part-time employees who
wete hired and started work the week of
January 18th.

The call centers operate from 8-5, 5
days per week. Call 349-2517 for anything
testing and 524-1500 for anything vaccine.

Andrea Gabbard

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175 Offered for $1,950,000
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished
622 Whiteside Mountain Road

€ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300

Andreais top 12%
Real Estate Brokersin 2019.

Highlands Sotheby'’s International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.
Mla to 3p

Dine in within our weather-proof enclosure!

L)ON[EON'S

ha High |

I’'m baaaaaack!

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!
We're so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”
Salads e Pitas e Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak ® Shrimp Pita e Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

Dinner
ThurS. - sato
5p until

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! @ 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way e Highlands
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 INVESTING AT A 118 ET1.°

ver the past few months
there have been numer-
ous articles about the

active real estate market, mul-
tiple offers and properties selling
above asking price.

At this point, our inventory
is very low and as I have said in
the past, if a property is still avail-
able it is for one of three reasons:
it is in need of work (deferred
maintenance, out of date features
or is functionally obsolete); it is
overpriced; or a combination of
both of these reasons.

Most agents currently have
a list of buyers who are waiting
for the right property and ready
to make an offer, but without
enough listings in good condi-
tion, that leaves the option of
only showing homes that need
renovating or finding a lot to
build on.

Choosing to renovate is a
big decision, but there are advan-
tages to it. The first that comes
to mind is that you can see what
the house is like on the property.

Why Renovation May Make Sense

You can see how the light is at dif-
ferent times of the day and you
can experience the view. You will
have the opportunity to make the
house function the way you want
it to. Before committing, you may
have the opportunity to meet with
designers and contractors, obtain
preliminary estimates and create a
budget.

Price is probably the best rea-
son to consider a renovation. Re-
viewing some property sales from
the past few months that I was in-
volved in or had good knowledge
of, I picked 5 homes that sold and
needed renovation and 5 homes
that were newer or had been up-
dated and were in good condi-
tion. Both categories had samples
in various sizes, locations; with or
without views; etc.

Updated properties sold from
$325 to $550 per square foot, at an
average of $470/SE Properties in
need of work sold from $180 to
$295/SF, with an average of $247/
SE. Assuming a 2,500 SF house
purchased at $247/SF ($617,500),

..REVENUES continued from page 1

on this assumption,” said Roland
during last week’s budget work
session. “Some sources wetre
indicating as much as a 50% drop
in sales tax revenue during the first
quarter of the fiscal year.”

Now, a couple of months
into the fiscal year, many local
governments in North Carolina
are realizing that tax revenues did
not expetience the loss anticipated
— and in fact, revues have soared
across the state.

Sales Tax was budgeted at
a level 5.2% below the amount
originally budgeted for FY 20
resulting in an original budget
revenue loss of $1M for Macon
County. Through the first four
months of FY 21 howevet, sales
tax collections are up 16% over
2020 actuals in Macon County and
11% statewide. As a result of this
trend, Macon County increased
the sales tax revenue projections
for the remainder of the year to
the 2020 actual level.

“The collection rate for
property tax and motor vehicles
was reduced by 1% to 97.3% in
the original budget based upon an
anticipated reduction in property
owners “ability to pay” due to
what everyone was certain would
be a forthcoming recession,”
explained Roland. “This was based
upon guidance from NCACC and
historical Macon County Data
following the recession in 2009.
As of 12/31/20 however, we
are collecting taxes at the same
percentage we did in the previous
year, thus revenue projections for
the remainder of FY’21 have been
increased to the prior year levels.”

Not only are other county
revenue sources collecting at the
same levels as the previous year —
they are exceeding prior year’s levels.

To begin FY 21 a 10%
decrease from FY ‘19 actuals
was budgeted for fees collected
in Register of Deeds (ROD),
Building Inspections and On-

Landmark Realty Group
678-936-9309

you could have a renovation bud-
get of $557,500 and be at the av-
erage price for something that’s
already done. That’s quite a budget
for a house that size and renova-
tion costs ate likely to be much
lower than that.

Other reasons to renovate
are that you are able to choose
the style, colors, finishes and ap-

site Wastewater and wells again
based upon a projected declining
economy. Fortunately, however,
Macon County experienced the
exact opposite:

* 7-1-20 — 12-31-20

* ROD 70% higher than 2019
actuals

* Building inspections 3%
higher than 2019 actuals

* OSWW and Well fees- 64%
higher than 2019 actuals

“We have been able to take
advantage of these unforeseen
revenue increases in service fees
through January and have increased
the service fee revenue to FY’20
levels for the remainder of the fiscal
year,” said Roland. “These revenue
increases have resulted in our ability
to largely close the budget gap we
faced to begin the fiscal year, getting
us to a level that is almost as if
COVID-19 had never happened.”

Due to an increase in revenues
at the mid-year review, Roland
proposed county commissioners

pliances that you like. It is an op-
portunity to correct issues that
may be apparent, rather than have
surprises that are concealed. It is
also an opportunity to improve the
efficiency of the house, with new
systems, better windows or adding
insulation. In many cases you may
be able to use the home immedi-
ately, while in the planning stages
and schedule renovations during
the off season. If desired, you can
spread out the renovations over
several years, tackling one project
at a time.

There is no doubt that reno-
vation can be expensive, slow and
difficult to live through. I know
firsthand, as I am living through
it. Dishes are being washed in the
bathroom sink, appliances back-
ordered and some subcontractors
already behind schedule because
of weather.

There are a number of impor-
tant pieces of the puzzle to make
a renovation come together. It
begins with a list of priorities and
a real estate agent that has knowl-

approve budget amendments for
capital expenditures totaling just
under $2 million.

“Although much uncertainty
remains for FY 22, the $1.7M in
additional revenue gained from a
“booming yet fragile” economy
enables us to restore capital funding
to the priority areas of public safety
and education,” said Roland. “It
will enable us to begin working to
identify and make recommendations
for addressing inadequacies within
our pay-scale in the coming fiscal
year.”

Moving forward, Roland said
the county is taking a conservative
approach, however many projects
that were originally cut from the
budget due to COVID19 are now
able to be completed.

Roland also proposed restoring
capital funding to the school system
to prior year levels, which will allow
Macon County Schools to complete
needed capital projects to improve

edge of renovation and some
vision for properties that need
work. Involving talented design-
ers and professionals at an early
stage is important. It’s important
to check that changes can be
made according to zoning, ordi-
nances or restrictive covenants.
And always, be sure to obtain the
proper permits when required.
Maybe now is the time to con-
sider a renovation.

Note that the numbers pre-
sented are from a small sample
and comments are generaliza-
tions. There are many different
factors that go into the actual
value of a house and each buyer
doing proper research and inves-
tigation is essential.

* Carl Romberg is the Bro-
ker-in-Charge of Landmark Re-
alty Group’s Highlands Office.
Landmark has been the firm with
the largest dollar volume of sales
on the plateau each of the past 8
years. Carl can be reached at 678-
936-9309 or catl@landmarkrg.

com.

the schools.

The community funding
pool was originally reduced by 50
percent in the budget, however
with the budget surplus, Roland
proposed restoring the line item
to original levels.

The additional revenues
will be allocated to the Sheriff’s
Department to purchase the
originally requested six new
vehicles, as well as funding to
complete the installation of in-car
camera systems for all vehicles
and body-cameras for Sheriff’s
Office staff.

Macon County Emergency
Management will now be able to
purchase a new stretcher and lift as
well as an ambulance remounting
and EMS coordinator SUV.

The Macon County Board
of Commissioners voted
unanimously to approve the
budget amendments proposed
by Roland.



“¥2a! Valentine's
3\ Day

exemplifies
God’s love

| Dr. Curtis Fussell
Co-Pastor at First Presbyterian
Church Highlands

alentine’s Day approaches. Surprisingly, this day

i ; originally celebrated a “saint” in the Christian

church who was martyred for his love of God.

Nowadays, the “St.”” is omitted and we associate the day

with romantic love. Yet, the love of God, can still be rec-

ognized in our secular celebration of Valentine’s Day in
the following story.

The writer Drew Duke tells the story of her second
grade Valentine’s Day party. Before the day, the teacher
placed a big box at the front of the classroom. It was the
“Valentine Postbox.” Each student was invited to drop
valentine cards into the box addressed to their fellow stu-
dents. On Valentine’s Day, one student was designated as
the “postal carrier” to distribute the cards.

Earlier that week Drew’s mother brought home a
package of 35 valentine cards. Drew asked her, “Why did
you buy so many?”

Her mother replied, “So you can give a card to ev-
eryone in your class.”

Drew said, “No mom! We don’t do it that way. We
only give cards to our special friends. I only need four
cards.”

Her mother said nothing else. Drew signed her name
on four cards, addressed to her special friends.

When the Valentine’s Day party began, the “postal
carrier” began handing out the cards. Some very popular
children got loads of cards. Drew also received numerous
cards and was having a wonderful time.

But then Drew noticed that the girl sitting in front
of her had not received any cards. Her head was droop-
ing lower and lower. Suddenly, the postal carrier delivered
to her a Valentine letter. Her face lit up like morning sun-
shine. She tore open the valentine letter, hurrying to see
who had cared enough to send her a card.

Drew looked over her shoulder and saw that it was
signed “Your secret admirer.” The little girl smiled and
glanced around the room, wondering who it could be.
Drew said, “T knew who it was, but I didn’t tell her. T
recognized it as my mother’s handwriting.”

Drew’s mother had obtained a class roster and had
sent a card to every child in the class. What Drew learned
from her mother was what her mother learned from God:
God’s love reaches those overlooked because everybody
is included in God’s love!

Yes, the Gospel says, “God so loved the world that
God sent Jesus,” a “card” if you will, sent not to special
friends, but to everyone; even to people we don’t regard
as friends. What an amazing thing to receive and live in
the wonder of that “card” sent from God.
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Proverbs 3:5

John 3:16

e P aAcEs TO WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-401 |
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30am Sunday School; | [:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks
required) Early Worship Service;| |:15am (masks optional)
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,
Sunday Youth-4:30pm — 6:30pm Dinner
providledCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY
VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the Ist & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV. Bentley Manning * 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m,,
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastors 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-31+ 75 ¢ fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.;Worship |1 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: * 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville, NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the
Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Morning 9AM
Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM Ist and 2nd Sundays
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing.
9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin « 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr.Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: | | a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., | lam; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I, 9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:l | am




Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. | ,2021 - 828-200-1371

Bill Barber

BROPHY & ASSOCIATES
CONSULTING, LLC
Robbin Brophy

Y | Enrolled Agent [
(828) 558-4300 | S|

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
_226-9696

We have a special knack for
keeping your taxes on track

* Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals

* QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services

* IRS/State representation

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

Rachel|BYKelley\BMEINP=- BCt
ARNPI-IBoard(Certified ;

+/Mental Health
Positive Wellness|

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

L1
(828) 558-4300 office  (833) 234-4881 fax c B D - H E A LS
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com e50m g CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps STEVE CONNOR

: | 100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps DRAFTING, INC.
xpert ! C32|:(I)’9Aan‘lva::l;l:et:alm CAD Architectural Drafting + Design
Quality Tree Care Far Infrared Sauna Capsule Renovations
| Massage Spa Capsule Steve Connor Additions
iy - itch del
Whole Body Vibration 828-342-2884 g:':é:h remodel

SCDraftingl@gmail.com Electrical layout

5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East ‘ Whole house plans

irweaza Teir Ex
828 200 9217

828-200-9217

Fully Insured 5 new log cabins
estimates@mendozatree.com patied n the hentlocks

www.mendozatree.com

of Whiteside
We accept all credit cards

3 Mountain.
FIREWOOD FOR SALE e Interior & Exterior Painting 800-805-3558 - 828 5262222
o Pressure Washing * Grading
. e House Maintenance * Excavating
Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates o Drywall Repair * Driveways
$20 for Black/White « Deck Repair iy
$25 for Color Quality Work e Fully Insured * Septic Systems
. Lupe Gonzales Edwin Wilson
Call 828-200-1371 or email avpintura@gmail.com Cell (828) 421-3643
highlandseditor@aol.com 828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927 e




CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available -, T =
¢ Secure 24-Hour Access 1
*Easy in - Easy out
¢ Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045

10890 Buck Creek Rd.
\1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.
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MORALES
PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE » QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

Ryan M. Bears 4

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Bt Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands Automotive

Service A=, NC
< ¥ - Inspection
¢ Station

-y
; --

A 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

American
Upholstery

WE HAVE MOVED TO

105 Ashley Drive « Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

* Residential or
Commercial

e Over 40 Years
Experience

* Fast and Dependable
* FREE Estimates
* FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

Highlands | Sotheby’s

IMTERHATIOMAL REALTY

CASSIE ROSS

Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERHATIONAL REALTY

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.

(828) 482-93 74 10a to 5p

(772) 532-0706

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Let us Clean Your Home'!

828-200-24378sW

PATRIOT

F CLEANING & RESTORATI
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wash 5ystem that sofely cleans
Cedar, Asphalt, Metal, Slote roofs, most exterior siding, exterior
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways.

Reidential & Commerial

Sales | Service | Repairs

828.526.9325
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FOR SALE

2020 CHEVROLET COLO-
RADO LT. Extended Cab. Red with
leather interior. 4600 Miles. Like new.
Asking $32,000 (st. 1/7)

WANTED

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in High-
lands Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT
FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER

NEEDED FORLIVE IN POSITION.

-- Prefer a local couple/individual to en-
tertain and maintain facility while enjoy-
ing living in an exceptional facility. Strong
people/communication  skills
Must be flexible and have impeccable
references and experience in hospitality/
facility maintenance. Background/knowl-

edge in wine and bar beverages a plus.

Interest/knowledge in hiking/construc-
tion and outdoors is good also. Email
mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 2/1 )
WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT reopening for the season. Look-
ing for dishwasher, prep cook, pantry

needed.

and waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque at
828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com.
(st.2/4)

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS needed for a private country
club located in Highlands, NC. The ideal
candidate will coordinate the develop-
ment and production of the club’s news-
letter, member promotions and other
internal and external written/digital com-
munications. Assist Controller with vari-
ous accounting tasks related to accounts
payable. Be a partner with CEO/GM in
providing the Club’s overall communica-
tion services and those tasks related to
such. The position is full-time, year-round
with an attractive benefits package and
salary. Please send resume and cover let-
ter to gm@wildcatccc.com. (2/18)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA
HIGHLANDS NC — $500 sign-on bonus
for Bellman, Housekeeper and Dishwasher!
Now recruiting for Bellman, Dishwasher,
Housekeeper, Turndown Attendant, F&B
Manager InTraining, F&B Asst. Manager,AM
Line Cook, Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook,
Servers, Bussers, Host/Hostess, Cosme-

e Poricr & FIRE REPORTS®

Highlands Police entries from
Jan. 19. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have
been used.

Jan. 19

* At | p.m,, officers responded to a
one-vehicle accident on Cook Road.

Jan. 27

* At 425 p.m,, officers responded
to a two-vehicle accident in Highlands
Plaza.

Feb. 6

¢ At 2:54 a.m., Alexus Sade Hall, 23,
of Franklin, was arrested for DUI. She
was issued an unsecured $3,500 bond.
Her trial date is April 14.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Feb. I.

Feb. |

* At 4:49 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Bobby
Jones Rd.

Feb.5

* At 7:15 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on the Ca-
shiers Road.

Feb. 6

* At 2:08 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Lyman
Zachary Road.

* At 4:08 p.m., the dept. was called
to the Dillard Road to investigate the
source of smoke.

* At 6:53 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Horse
Cove Road.

* At 7:15 p.m., the dept. provided
public assistance on the Cashiers Road.

* At 7:24 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Zermatt
Circle.

* At 10:01 p.m., the dept. provided
public assistance on Buck Creek Road.

Feb.7

* At 2:43 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on East
View Way.

*C| ASSIFIEDS ®

tologist, Front Desk, Night Audit, Fitness
Manager, PT Graphic Designer. Benefits
offered after 90 days employment. Apply
online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UP-
SCALE ASSISTED LIVING COM-
MUNITY in search ofa CNAs, Med Techs,
Part-time RN and an Activities Director.
Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call
828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN
HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC.
Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire to
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)

SERVICES

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

DON AND RON MAINTE-
NANCE - We pressure wash, handle
electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything.
Property monitoring, hauling. Free quotes.
252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. (st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly &
Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/

Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured.
Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile De-
sign & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943
or Text: 321-303- 7560. (2/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs,
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

I ACRE LOT in three forks 7 miles
from Highlands 706-584-0406. (st. 1/28)

HIGHLANDS CONDO - | bed
plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activ-
ity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959.
(st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders
NSFS. VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities,
roads installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/
entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000 Call
828.482.2050.

.BEAR SHADOW continued from page 16

Bear Shadow has developed detailed plans
to ensure a successful and safe event in what
is an extraordinary time.This includes focus
in the following areas:

* COVID-19 Safety - https://beat-
shadownc.com/information/safety/o Traf-
fic and parking - https://bearshadownc.
com/information/o Environmental Sus-

tainability https://bearshadownc.com/in-
formation/sustainability/

* We continue to welcome direct con-
tact with any concerned community mem-
bets. Please reach out via email at info@
bearshadownc.com so that we can setup a
time to discuss your concerns in more de-
tail. — Kim Lewicki

..IN-PERSON continued from page 12

fear is that if we rush to Plan A, we would
have additional quarantines, and instead of
being able to offer Plan A two or three days a
week for all schools, we would end up all vit-
tual because of quarantines,” Dr. Baldwin.

Jetter noted that the measures High-
lands School has taken so far this year have
been effective.

“We’ve been doing well since the start
of the year doing 80% of the instruction ‘in-
person’ without any Covid clusters or full-
blown student, faculty, or employee infec-
tions,” said Jetter. “I think everything from
enforcing masks, to taking temps, to weekly
testing, to limiting visitors and student gath-
erings, to deep cleaning has allowed us to get

this far with our students in attendance 80%
time/four of five school days a week. 'm
hesitant to change any of that until Covid is
well under control for the safety of students
and employees.”

Jetter noted that whole both Senate Bill
37 and the Governor’s recommendation
suggest that social distancing requirements
can be relaxed to allow in-person school to
continue, Highlands School will continue to
‘social distance’ in the rooms, in the halls,
in desks in ALL grades until Covid is under
some control.

SB37 is currently still in the Senate for
consideration and if passed in the Senate
will move to the House for consideration.
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry

Top 12%

Crystul & Gem Gallery
MI‘}Z’LZ‘Z’” Vacation Rentals i
&
The Ruffed
Gy SRR Brokers
Tavern in 20 1 9

Highlands
Sﬂtheby S

ATIOMAL REALTY

Sotheby’s
is the top
401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com fl rm I n

i, Mo@hgHandiclingcom. Highlands
since 2013

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

ELEVATED § |~ || BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY \ Y  Mardin-Lipscomb
I - Performing Arts Center

Meadows Mountain Realty
Mitzi Rauers, Broker ]
404-218-9123 e , — .

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com LY |
meadowsmountainrealty.com i

&.\ s f 5,

CLIF GOTTWALS B, -

303.8587.7479 ' = 1_‘_-_-_'_-'"“"'-—- f
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Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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Reebrs AN T (K
o PR ju PI ase Support | ".lq_hl L ____j 1-—" nghlands
Hardware | A Wi .'I== Advertisers - They -__._“1-._;_,. !
: \ ___I." ill Make It All Possib |r:!, i ;” Sotheby’s
_ _\__\_::_I.-I-.'-II:IT.'--_ o '-'-----._.-"I _|Ir_ "I 1 Coperiohiod Mon INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands# PAM NELLIS
CoveReal BROKER

AT DI EIVIVARTYS CLITR EELLE BPA-FRF-TADS
FAMELA.NELLISEYAHOO.COM

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY [ \
114 N. 4th Street * nghlands, NC A= Merritt Shaw

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.” (828) 421-7593
Licensed in NC and GA
Where you want to live and play! HIGHLANDE OFFICE

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com 123 MATX STREET - §32-526-456)




Pat Allen -

Broker in Charge The TUP Sales Team in DAVID LEVINE
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com H . h] d BROKER
8282009179 ighlands 2020 .. s CELL: 828-482-2844
f}a';l:,lufq':unﬂjﬁrr /;' DAVID@DAVID-LEVINE.COM
295 Dillard Road {//

Highlands, NC 28741 ,/( { / /T () LANDMARK
828.526.8784 o g

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET - 828-526-4663

828.526.8784 | patallenrealtygroup.com

lulie Osbom
Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.com
y 8282006165 L ResTan P
Witdear Cliffs Office “Not the Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
B121 Cashiers Road 343-D Main Street. « 526-4035
é ] £ Closed Wednesday
Highlands, NC 28741 1ggest, 7] Open
828.526.4525 : Insid
Just the P
2 Outside
S best
Leading & |||.} e Lo L 11a-4p
e 5:30-til?

Jody Lovel
S ody Love
.3.-:* D AVID (828}? 2266303

RIS 7070 | $165+ | 100

e \‘
MILLION TRANSACTIONS
' BUILDERS ‘

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 Highlands u‘_ifﬂ_{l*u;_b:g_’s

REOPENING
February 12

Please call for
reservations

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah

Restaurant

WHITE GAK & on Lake Sesuoyat

REALTY L See you
Pat Gleeson 125 South 4th Stl.'ssa,ilt-lei(g;:;;cg c 0(:;28) 526-8118 Bee Glecson agam'early

Owner, BIC Broker Associate

828-782-0472 404-307-1415 Sprlng!

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEY’S
N CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Investing in Life - On a Whole New Level

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street @

Susie deVille Christal Green
Broker Associate Broker Associate Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-371-2079 828-526-6383 828-200-9699




