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Comp Plan heading into phase 3

Late summer of 2020 the
town recruited the help of Stewart, Inc. to develop a Comprehensive Plan which the state has
required of all municipalities that
have zoning by 2022.

MCSO
makes two
child porn
arrests

Stewart started the process
with an online public survey to see
what Highlands full- and part-time
residents, as well as business and
property owners who don’t live in
Highlands want Highlands to look

like in the future.
The survey was available online mid-October through mid-January in the second of four phases
of the Comprehensive Plan time•See COMP PLAN page 10

Highlands PD assisted
in investigation &
arrest

The Highlands Police Department assisted the Macon
County Sheriff ’s Office last week
in making two arrests stemming
from months-long investigations
launched in the Fall of 2020 involving child pornography allegations in Macon County.
On October 16, 2020, detectives from the Macon County
Sheriff ’s Office Special Victims
Unit received an Internet Crimes
Against Children (ICAC) Cyber
Tip. The Special Victims Unit,
which is also part of the NC
State Bureau ICAC Task Force,
receives information in reference
to crimes of possession, manufacture, and distribution of child
pornography. Because of this tip,
detectives made contact with the
• See MCSO page 6
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Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.com

Highlands Danny Lopez gets rid of the ball under pressure from BREC Carsen
Williams

HS boys soccer wins season
opener against BREC

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News
Highlands travelled to Cashiers last week to take on rivals
Blue Ridge Early College for the
season opener and walked away

with the win, 3-2.The Bobcats
didn’t go quietly and rallied in the
final minutes to score two goals
back to back, but couldn’t clinch
the win.
• See SOCCER page 7
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McPhails pledge
matching gift to benefit
Pisgah Legal Services
(Highlands/Cashiers) – Ray
and Diane McPhail have generously pledged to match up to
$25,000 in donations to sustain
free civil legal aid for local people
through the work of nonprofit
Pisgah Legal Services (PLS). All
gifts made to the PLS’ Plateau
Poverty Law Initiative, which benefits residents with low incomes
living throughout Macon and
Jackson counties, will be matched
dollar for dollar until February 28,
2021 or until the $25,000 goal is
reached.
Ray says he supports Pisgah
Legal Services coming to Highlands and Cashiers “to help those
in need who cannot afford a lawyer.” He added, “I grew up among
good people who were poor. Because many did not have access to
education, others took advantage
of them, and they did not know
where to turn. A sick family member or a loss of a job precipitated
a disaster, maybe an eviction or
foreclosure. Pisgah Legal is now

here to stand up for them. I hope
others will join us in helping provide a champion for people who
are in need.”
Pisgah Legal Services, a
nonprofit that provides free, civil
legal aid in Western North Carolina (WNC), expanded to join the
network of resources available to
people with low-incomes in Macon and Jackson counties in early
2020, just as the pandemic began.
In its first year in the area, Pisgah
Legal helped more than 400 people locally with protection from
domestic violence, homelessness
prevention, income security and
access to health insurance.
“Our presence in the community continues to grow as
people are learning about who we
are and what we do,” says Megan
Quattlebaum, Highlands/ Cashiers Community Engagement
Manager. “It’s important that we
continue to offer these services
to individuals and families who

• See PLEDGE page 4

• See EXTENDS page 8

M cThe
CULLEY’S
largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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Paving Main Street and more

onight, is the Februto 3rd, will be closed for a 24ary Highlands Town
hour period.Detours will be in
Board meeting by
place.The milling of the closed
way of ZOOM. The
section will be done at night
access codes are on the town
and the paving done in the day.
website. The meeting begins at
After the paving is completed
7 p.m. with public comment.
that section of the street will be
The board will hear from
reopened to traffic.DOT will
several groups concerning
be announcing a projected final
events planned for the spring
schedule any time now.
and summer.Community event
With good weather, the
planning is still a challenge since
paving of downtown could be
Highlands Mayor
uncertainty remains concerncompleted by the end of March.
ing the spread of COVID in
Bad weather conditions would
Patrick Taylor
the coming months.Availabilinevitably delay the schedule.
ity of vaccines, virus mutations, following
DOT will paint the parking spaces
basic protocols, and the governor’s emer- ASAP after the paving.We have been ingency orders are all unforeseen variables. formed at a previous meeting that the parkNevertheless, I appreciate the plans and ing will be done according to the state parkcontingencies that community groups will ing standards.Also, ADA handicap spaces
develop.
will be created that meet current federal
A major topic of the meeting will be an requirements.
update on the NCDOT plans and schedule
The town staff has had two very good
to repave Main and 4th streets in the busi- planning meetings with DOT officials and
ness district, plus all the way to Clear Creek the contractor. State officials have been
and Buck Creek roads.
very understanding of our special situation
The plan calls for the work in the in the downtown area.With that said, they
downtown area to begin on March 15.The also have emphasized that Main and 4th
contractor has developed a block-by-block streets are state highways and that the work
plan.A street section, for instance from 2nd will meet current state, not town standards.
Later in the year there will be work done
by the state at intersections to improve the
Highlands Newspaper
curbing and walkways to meet handicap rewww.highlandsinfo.com
quirements.
Phone: (828) 200-1371
Some folks may note that there have
been changes to earlier plans. The initial
Email:
plan was to pave one side of the street and
HighlandsEditor@aol.com
keep the other side open.The original comPublisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
pletion date was Memorial Day. This new
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse
plan accelerates construction so downtown
Brian O’Shea
should be paved and striped sometime in
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
April.
Locally owned and operated by
Kim & Jim Lewicki
In a crisis, such as COVID communiAdobe PDF version at
ties are stressed.On the other hand, the best
www.HighlandsInfo.com
in people comes out.
265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703,
The Highlands Cashiers Community
Highlands, N.C., 28•• 741
Vaccination Clinic vaccinated over 1,400
people this past weekend.It was only possiA l l R i g h t s R e s e r ve d . N o a r t i c l e s ,
ble because of the 200 volunteers and over
photos, illustrations, advertisements or de20 nonprofit agencies that have worked tosign elements may be used without
gether to make it possible.The clinic serves
permission from the publisher.
both Macon and Jackson counties.Clinic
volunteers have been motivated by love and
Letter Policy:
kindness toward others.This special effort
We reserve the right to reject or edit
reaffirms that we are truly a caring comletters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
munity.
will be accepted. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.
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New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials.
Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 18, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 3

Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 18, 2021 - 828-200-1371

•Letters•

...PLEDGE continued from pg 1

A Few Questions

Dear Editor,
I’m confused. Is it a requirement to have an annual
income of at least $320,000 in order to attend one of
those Highlands Festivals/Eleven Events commercial
promotions like the Bear Shadow music concert we’ve
been reading about lately? If so, do the hopeful attendees
have to provide proof of income in order to be eligible to
attend? And if so, what proof is acceptable; bank statements, brokerage accounts, income tax returns? And assuming you’re accepted and allowed to participate in the
fun, then what happens? Do the attendees compare bank

account balances in between dancing to the music and enjoying the fabulous food?
If you don’t have an annual income of at least
$320,000, are there any other fun music and food commercial promotional events the Eleven Events people offer?
If so, where? Also, does Covid care how much money
you have?
Alice Nelson
Highlands

•Highlands Dining•
828-526-4035
Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

NOW OPEN

Wednesday - Sunday

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com

American cuisine with a
Creole twist and a German flair!
Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro
wouldn’t be here today
without trust, loyalty, and the
continued support of our customers,
and employees.
We hope to see you soon!
– Chef & Mindy Green

474 Main street
828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Open inside
and
Outside

(Closed Wednesdays)

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

are struggling now more than ever during this difficult and
unprecedented time. We are so grateful to the McPhails for
their incredibly generous gift and opportunity to raise the
funds needed to continue this life-changing work.”
In addition to the ongoing legal work that is happening for the most part remotely in order to limit the spread
of COVID-19, a new Pisgah Legal office has been established 209 Hospital Drive, Suite 203 in Highlands.
Since 1978, nonprofit Pisgah Legal Services has provided free civil legal aid to struggling people so they may
seek justice and meet their basic needs. PLS provides a
broad array of legal services in 11 WNC counties and offers health and immigration law services in 18 counties.
Last year PLS served more than 20,000 people across the
WNC mountain region.
Pisgah Legal Services, continues to operate during the
COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak. The staff is working
remotely, helping clients and taking new applications for
assistance with critical needs.
Want to Help?
Giving online is fast, easy and secure at www.pisgahlegal.org/give or contact Community Engagement Manager Megan Quattlebaum by phone at 828-575-1353 or via
email: megan@pisgahlegal.org. Checks may be mailed to
Pisgah Legal Services, P.O. Box 2276, Asheville, N.C.28802
If you or someone you know needs help, call Pisgah
Legal’s Highlands/Cashiers office at 828-210-3424. Online
applications are also being accepted: www.pisgahlegal.org/
free-legal-assistance. Pisgah Legal staff and volunteer attorneys will be in touch via phone and/or email.

Coming to PAC Sunday
On Sunday, February 21 at 3pm the PAC will present the National Theatre of London’s production of No
Man’s Land starring Sir(s) Patrick Stewart and Ian McKellen. Tickets available online: www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Open in February:Thurs-Sun.

Temporary Hours • 12-9p
Closed Mon.-Wed.
Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead
In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

FEBRUARY 19TH� 20TH

WEEKEND SPECIAL
Pork Tenderloin
Roasted Vegetables
Demi Baguette
Cookies
$19.95
Dinner for two!
We Prepare-You Cook!
Call to reserve 828-526-2762
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(864) 678-8145

720 MAULDIN ROAD, GREENVILLE, SC

M-F 9AM-6PM I SAT 8AM-6PM I SUN 1 0AM-6PM

ClliJ El

www.HomeEmporium.com
Join our VIP Club for Special Discounts
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Where You Can Buy Almost Anythlng•• .'Almost/ IT'S WORTH THE TRIPI
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In A Haze About Skin Care?
Call 828-526-3783
To Clear Things Up

Center for
Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr,
Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

...MCSO continued from page 1
suspect and an investigation began and soon expanded to other
states.
On February 4, 2021, Paul
Vatalaro, age 56, was arrested at
his residence on Gilmer Russell
Road in Franklin, NC on four felony counts of 3rd Degree Sexual
Exploitation of a Child.
Vatalaro was found to be
in possession of nude photos
of prepubescent females on his
phone. Vatalaro has several images in his possession. The origins
of the photos were not included
on the arrest warrant.
Mr. Vatalaro was released the
same day after making the bond
set by Magistrate Justin Stamey
of $100,000. He is scheduled to
make his first court appearance
on April 15.
In addition, on November
16, 2020, Detectives with the
Macon County Sheriff ’s Office
Special Victims Unit received
another Cyber Tip from ICAC.
The Cyber Tip was in reference
to Michael Allen Jones, age 56, of
Macon County.
Jones had worked most of
his life in the Information Technology (IT) field. An investigation was initiated by the MCSO.
On February 9, 2021,
MCSO, Highlands Police Department and Franklin Police
Department conducted a search
warrant on Jones’ Lakeside Drive
residence in Franklin and seized
multiple electronic devices.
The Juvenile Detective with
the Highlands Police Department assisted MCSO and Franklin Police Department in the investigation and arrest of Jones
when requested to assist in the
investigation as partner members
of the Internet Crimes Against
Children (ICAC) Task Force.
Jones was arrested on three
felony counts of 3rd Degree Sexual Exploitation of a Minor.
According to court records,

Paul Vatalaro

Jones was in possession of visual
representation of “two unknown
prepubescent Caucasian female
children,” completely nude. He
was also in possession of visual
representation of a female between the ages of 13-16 who was
sitting on the bed nude. Both images were from an online website.
Jones was in possession of additional similar photographs as well.
He is currently being held on
a $200,000 bond and is scheduled
to appear in court on February 25.
“Our investigators immediately followed up on tips and were
able to conduct interviews and
secured enough digital evidence
that showed Mr. Vatalaro and Mr.
Jones to be involved with child
pornography,” said MC Sheriff
Robert Holland. “These two cases
were not related and were separate
investigations but serve as a great

Michael Allen Jones

example of the importance of
our agencies working together to
protect and serve our community
which includes the youngest of
its members.”
The investigation is still ongoing and involves the MCSO,
HPD, FPD, and the NC State Bureau of Investigation.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings are on-line
Highlands/ Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for anyone interested in the A.A. recovery program. Due to Covid 19, In Person
open A.A.meetings are suspended, but On Line meetings can be found @ www.aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of A.A. call (828) 349-4357.

...SOCCER continued from page 1

Highlands James
Earp kicks
the ball to
the outside
with BREC
CJ Jennings
on his heels.

Highlands Coach Caleb Brown said it
took about 10 minutes to fall into a rhythm,
but as soon as the boys strung together a
few passes and moved the ball effectively,
they were able to create more chances and
take some shots on goal.
“Given our lack of many substitutes,
the boys certainly were playing hard and
tired from all of their great effort,” said
Brown. “BREC showed some great determination and was able to score back two
goals on us quickly. They cut the goal deficit to one, which did make us a bit nervous,
but we were confident that the boys could
pull through. Through their determination
and will to give it their all they were able to
make some great stops and even create a
few chances on goal during the final minutes of the game.”
BREC Coach Nick Pressler said the
Bobcats played well for their first outing.
“We possessed the ball the majority
of the first half, just couldn’t find the net,”
he said. “They never gave up and put two
good goals together late.”
The first goal of the game was scored
by BREC against themselves after a deflec-

Lunch
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While they had the momentum with them,
it wasn’t enough to take the win.
“With basketball and soccer going at
same time we have not had a full team practice,” said Coach Pressler. “We will get better and I think we can contend well with the
other conference teams. Silly mistakes and
lack of focus in the first half put us behind
on the score.”
Athletes playing multiple sports with
overlapping seasons is affecting teams
throughout the state, and Brown said he’s
proud of the players’ dedication.

tion off the keeper. Highlands Jeffrey Olvera scored the second goal, followed by a
score by Highlands Win Dyleski.
BREC’s first goal was scored by Jacob
Pressler, the second was a header by Korbin Walters with an assist from Pressler.

A NEW

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

OLD EDWARDS SHOP

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

212 South 4th Street
828-787-1877

828-526-3909

Dine in within our heated, weather-proof enclosure!

Thurs. - Mon.
11a to 3p

“For a team that has not had a great
deal of time practicing together, the players played their positions excellent,” said
Brown. “They created chances, moved fast
on the ball, and really showed their impressive conditioning by playing a full fast
paced 80-minute game without walking or
gassing out. I am exceptionally proud at
the work ethic these boys have shown to
play two sports at the same time and give it
their all in every game. I could not be more
pleased with their performance on the field
and the final result.”

I’m baaaaaack!

Dinner

Thurs. - Sat.
5p until

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”
Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands
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All About Books

Is it any surprise there’s a book club meeting in every one of my Dickens & Christie cozy
mysteries? If you are subscribed to my newsletter,
you recently got a sneak peek at the meeting in
book four: “Collectors, Cats & Murder.” Hint,
hint, you can visit my website (kathymanospenn.
com) to sign up.
If not, here’s your opportunity to attend the
meeting held in the Book Nook, the book shop in
the Cotswold village where my heroine lives.
hursday evening was crisp and cool,
and Dave and I decided to walk to
the Book Nook. Turning right out
of the driveway, we strolled up Schoolhouse Lane past the gates to Astonbury

T

•Ink Penn•
A sneak peek

Manor, and I commented we’d get to see
Ellie tonight.
I noted the parking spaces on the High
Street were filled—all the way down to the
Village Green and the lot in front of the
Village Hall. We had a big crowd tonight.
Trixie, Beatrix’s niece, greeted us when we
entered the bookshop. “Good evening. Can
you believe how many people are here tonight? Good thing Aunt Beatrix brought in
extra chairs.”
I waved at Belle, seated with Ellie in the
front row. They pointed to the three empty
seats beside them, and I took that to mean
they’d saved two for me and Dave. Wendy

Andrea is top 12%
Real Estate Brokers in 2019.
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175 Offered for $1,950,000

3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished
622 Whiteside Mountain Road
Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742 o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

must be parking the car. I spied
the tale that came to life in the
Gavin speaking with a portly
fictional diary—Doyle’s friendblonde man who sported a bow
ship with Bram Stoker, the fact
tie and Harris tweed vest—or
he wrote a story that Stoker
waistcoat, as the Brits called it. He
produced as a play—all of that
was on the short side, perhaps 5’
is fascinating. Will you be shed7”, with a blonde mustache and
ding light on the facts behind
long sideburns. This had to be
the fiction?”
Gilbert Ward, our guest speaker.
“To the extent that’s posDave had told me Gilbert spoke
sible, young lady. You know the
like someone out of the pages of
missing diary has never been
an Agatha Christie novel, and his
found, which means I can only
Kathy Manos Penn
attire seemed a nod to that affecpiece together disparate facts
to arrive at a probable explanatation.
Gilbert motioned to Dave so we made tion.”
As I was chuckling at Gilbert’s manner,
our way through the crowd. “Hello, Gilbert. Let me introduce Leta Parker, my . . someone tapped me on the shoulder. It was
. my girlfriend.” I could tell he found the Beatrix, accompanied by an elderly gentleword awkward. I felt the same way about man whom I assumed must be the owner
boyfriend. They seem such odd terms for of the Chipping Camden bookshop. “May
couples our age. I never imagined I’d have a we interrupt, Leta? I’d like to introduce you
all to my friend Teddy Byrd.”
boyfriend in my 50s.
She made the introductions and
Gavin smoothed the awkward moment. “And quite a girl she is. Leta is our thanked Gavin for delivering Teddy safely
resident American, a Greek cook, and on to her door. Teddy must have been an imposing figure in his prime. Even stooped
occasion, a regular Nancy Drew.”
Gilbert looked amused. “You don’t say? over his cane, he was taller than Dave and
Then I imagine you quite enjoyed The Sher- Gavin, and he dwarfed Gilbert. With his
lockian, with an amateur detective as the bald pate, surrounded by fuzzy white hair,
his wire-rimmed spectacles, and his rotund
main character.”
I glanced at Dave, hoping this joking figure, he could have been a character from
reference to my sleuthing wouldn’t put a an Agatha Christie novel—I could imagine
damper on our evening. I answered Gilbert him as the vicar of Miss Marple’s church in
truthfully. “I was much more intrigued by St. Mary Mead.
What ensued was a lively conversation among Gilbert, Teddy, and Dave about
Doyle, Stoker, J.M. Barrie, and Robert Louis
Stevenson. Gavin and I exchanged glances
and smiled. It was like being a fly on the wall
at a gathering of Victorian and Edwardian
literary scholars. Tonight’s book discussion
coupled with Gilbert’s presentation promised to be entertaining.
***
Check back soon for the conclusion
of this sneak peek, or order your copy now
from Amazon.
• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her
cozy mysteries locally at Books Unlimited
in Franklin and on Amazon. Contact her at
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/.
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•
Patience Is Your Friend

“Patience is not simply the ability
in 2019, while emergency home
to wait – it’s how webehave while we’re
spending jumped to an average
waiting” – Joyce Meyer
of $1,640, up $124 from the 2019
average.”Let’s face it, overlooko matter where you
ing the risk being thorough may
live (except California
seem like a good idea at the time
and New York City)
especially if you’re in a hurry to
we’re all reading and hearing the
scoop up a property in Highlands
same headlines; “inventory is at
or Cashiers before someone else
all time lows”.Meanwhile, Buydoes.I read a quote recently in the
ers are hovering and hurryingly
Wall Street Journal who put it this
calling their Brokers the moPat Gleeson
way about rushing into a home
ment they get a hit on Zillow,
Owner, BIC
only to find that the property is White Oak Realty purchase; “a lack of awareness
coupled with a lack of time, is not
already under contract.Many of
Group
a good combination”.
us have Buyer Clients who have
828-782-0472
Unlike that expensive outfit
“missed out” due to the pace of
the Highlands-Cashiers market.FaceTime that doesn’t quite look the same when you
showings are fairly prevalent, but if you sell get home, a house cannot be returned if a
your mountain home to a FaceTime Buyer buyer is unhappy.As Brokers, our mission
and the basis of the Client/Broker relationwho’s never seen it, have you really sold it?
In what may be the most “non-Re- ship is pretty simple.We have a fiduciary realtor” sounding advice you’ve ever heard sponsibility to you, and we work with you
from a Realtor, I would encourage Buyers for one reason; to help you make the best
and Sellers to exercise a little patience in possible investment on the buyer-side and
these times.Beginning last Spring a “panic to find you a ready, willing, and able Buyer
to buy” mode set in, which led to prices on the seller-side.
In closing, I’ll share from a guy named
spiking and the bidding wars began.Rather
than employing a level of patience, many Paul said it much better than I can centuries
were tempted to waive inspections or skip ago; “I urge you to have a life worthy of the
other due diligence steps they would nor- calling you have received.Be humble, gentle,
mally perform before buying.It became patient, bearing with one another in love”
a race to the Closing table vs. a let’s look (Ephesians 4, 1-2).
• Pat Gleeson, Bee, Tom, Christal, Michael,
deeper process (septic tanks and crawl
spaces included).I believe there are some Susie and their dog Gemma are Helpers and Brorisks that come along with a hurry-up men- kers of White Oak Realty Group, in downtown
tality that we need to be aware of.Here’s the Highlands (4th Street across from the Old Edwards Inn).Since 2009, White Oak Realty Group
proof.
According to HomeAdvisor report, remains one of the leading boutique brokerage firms
“Americans did an average of 1.2 emer- on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau.You can reach
gency home repairs in 2020, up from 0.4 all of us at 828.526.8118.
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COREY JAMES GALLERY

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning
Facials • Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!
Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

500 SIGNING BONUS FOR
BELLMEN, HOUSEKEEPERS
& DISHWASHERS

$

Full benefits including medical, 401K, paid
vacation, childcare, meal vouchers, flexible hours,
career opportunities, rec park membership,
perks, discounts and fun excursions!

BELLMEN AVERAGE $16 TO $18 PER HOUR

APPLY ONLINE

OldEdwardsHospitality.com/Careers

Highlander Mountain House &
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
270 Main St, Highlands • (828) 526-2590

WINTER SPECIALS

& Estate Consignments
Yard Art Open
for outside pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818

In Highlands, NC

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Wed.- Fri. 5-7p
$8 Wines and $5 Draft Beers
•
LOCALS DINE AT 20% OFF Final Bill
(Wed.- Sun. / January-March)
•
Come Join Us for Breakfast
Wed.- Sat. – 8-10:30a • Sunday Brunch – 10a-3p
Can’t stay? We have “On the Run” Options
•
Weekly Winter Lunch & Dinner Specials
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The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands, NC

...COMP PLAN continued from page 1
line – Analysis & Visioning.
Having analyzed the survey
data, Stewart planners are about to
move into Phase 3 – Planning, but
now they want to hear specifically
from businesses in Highlands.
One last part to analyze is input from businesses in town.
The business survey is available at https://www.highlandscommunityplan.com/ and takes
about 10 minutes.
Stewart says local businesses
are an invaluable asset to Highlands, and for the Comprehensive
Plan to be complete they want to
know about priorities important to
businesses.
Responses will be used to
guide economic development recommendations in the final Highlands Community Plan.
Meanwhile, the public survey
responses have been gathered and
are currently being analyzed.
There were 1,015 responses
from a mix of full-time and parttime residents and employees. A
large percentage of respondents
were 55 and older and were high
earners.
Jake Petrosky, planning manager with Stewart said they had

Stay Warm & Cozy
The Firewood Company

Seasoned Firewood

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

hoped for more input from Highlands’ younger, less affluent demographic.
“But we are still processing
this information and developing
recommendations. There is a lot
to digest. We had a lot of really
thoughtful comments,” he said.
The first public survey question asked “How do you relate
to Highlands?” and got 1,006
responses. 449 said they live in
Highlands year-round; 468 said
they were part-time or secondhomeowners; 64 said they own
property in Highlands but don’t
live in Highlands; 39 said they were
frequent or long-term tourists; 119
said they work in Highlands and
52 considered themselves “other.”
When querying the age of
respondents, 1,007 people answered: 451 were 65+; 244 were
55-64-years old; 140 were 45-54;
106 were 35-44; 58 were 25-34; 7
were 18-24 and one was under 18.
The household income question got 964 responses.
The highest income bracket
– over $150,000/year had 511
respondents; 168 people reported making between $100,000$150,000; 119 reported making
between $75,000 and $99,000; 48
respondents said they made between $30,000 and $49,999 and 20
reported making under $30,000.
When asked what they valued
most and were most concerned
with, the majority of people – 532
out of 1,012 respondents said
Highlands environmental preservation topped their list. Next came
maintaining a vibrant downtown
at 340; expanding or upgrading
infrastructure (water, sewer, internet) at 334; historic preservation
and cultural resources at 329; controlling short-term rentals at 326
and workforce housing got 263.
When asked which pictures
of downtown development were
best, of the 895 answers, 538 liked
shops and restaurants downtown;
506 liked small-scale shops; 339
liked 2-3 story mixed-use buildings; 211 like the pix of 2-3 story
buildings with step-backs; 178
liked 3-4 story mixed-use with balconies with only 156 liking mixeduse with parking in front.
When asked about housing
in areas close to downtown, of
the 895 respondents, 613 liked the

pictures of smaller homes with
shared open space; 448 liked live/
work units; 211 like the townhome
look; 142 liked house-scaled multifamily units and 72 like the traditional apartment building look.
As to the most appealing
downtown improvements, of the
926 respondents, 408 wanted more
open spaces and parks; 303 wanted
new shops, businesses and restaurants; 288 wanted more parking;
223 wanted more activities and
special events, 190 wanted sidewalks and crossings improved; 155
wanted more residential options
and 83 had “other” concerns.
When asked how parking
could be improved throughout the
business district, 555 people suggested wayfinding signs to parking; 387 said more parking needed
to be built; 280 said better parking
enforcement was needed; 181 suggested time restrictions; 124 suggested valet services and 88 wanted paid-parking meters.
As to pedestrian elements
most needed downtown, 535 said
more trees and landscaping, 391
said more wayfinding signs; 351
said more signal countdowns for
crossing; 214 want new sidewalks
and 94 want more streetlights.
When asked what was the biggest barrier to “active” transportation – walking or bicycling – 470
said lack of sidewalks, bike lanes or
trails; 225 said unsafe road conditions; 58 said destinations were too
far apart and 32 said existing infrastructure doesn’t accommodate
people with disabilities.
Housing was a big topic with
547 saying they wanted to see more
single-family homes with smaller
yards and access to shared open
spaces; 509 wanted more live/
work units (condos above commercial or office space); 253 wanted more townhomes; 249 wanted
more small-scale apartments or
condos; 234 wanted more singlefamily homes with larger private
yards; 113 wanted more duplexes
or triplexes; and 38 wanted largerscale apartments or condos.
Residential development was
also brought up.
Priorities were making new
development fit the character of
the town at 674; requiring protection for natural resources got 662;
discouraginh high-density development came in at 554; regulating
architectural design got 337; side-

walk connectivity got 335; landscaping beautification got 333; access to trails, parks and greenspace
got 295 and other concerns were
about requiring larger lots, and
amenities.
For recreation, nature areas
and trails topped the list at 497;
337 were satisfied with what is
now offered, 192 wanted more
playgrounds and 135 wanted more
indoor recreation opportunities.
Short-term rentals were an
issue with 562 of the 906 respondents saying they had concerns
about them; 344 said they didn’t
have concerns.
Short-term rental concerns
centered around improperly
stored trash, traffic, speeding, impacts on housing supply, length of
stay and illegal parking or affecting shared parking. Decreasing
long-term rental options was cited
as well as only allowing short-term
rentals in certain areas.
Generally, those who answered survey questions said they
valued the communal, friendly feel
of Highlands; its people, beauty
and small town nature.
“It has a small town feel but
with a big picture attitude. Great
dining and shopping and tight
community feel… It is just a magical place. It is not perfect, far from
it, but about as close to perfect
as any place I have ever lived,”
summed up one respondent.
Another said “Highlands offers us a peaceful getaway from
the city, including beautiful scenery, minimal traffic, a walkable
downtown and many opportunities for dining and shopping.”
Other themes that surfaced
from the survey were transportation, walkability, access to hiking
trails, not widening streets, walkable streets, trees on Main Street,
more sidewalks and bike trails.
Of survey respondents 57%
want to see more shade trees
downtown and 1 in 3 respondents
seek parking improvements.
“At our next steering committee meeting in early March, we will
be discussing draft recommendations with the hopes of having a
draft plan for review in April along
with a public meeting to present
recommendations,” said Petroksy.
“We would make edits to the plan
after that and shoot for adoption
in May or June.”
– Kim Lewicki

•Spiritually Speaking •
The Unity
We Seek

P

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
First Baptist Church
Highlands

salm 133:1 says, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers and sisters dwell together in unity.”We
are hearing a great deal about unity in our land today.
Unity is defined as being joined together in a single mind
and coalescing in agreement on mutual goals and purposes.It is a valid and worthy agenda to seek but is difficult
considering the multitude of differing opinions, ideological, political, and institutional persuasions of today.It is my
humble opinion that such unity will never be achieved in
light of history and the fragmented realities of the present.
But nonetheless, unity is a worthy goal to seek.
The problem as I see it is that everyone talks about
unity, few people talk about any degree of genuine compromise, and those who even seek compromise want others to
move predominantly in their direction, use their language,
adopt their values, and get onboard with their agenda.Unity
means, “Join us.”That’s not the way it usually happens. Sin
makes all people self-centered and selfish. Unity comes at
the expense of the other.So, given the realities of our sinful
world driven by selfish agendas and entrenched values, how
can we even hope to “dwell in unity” – as communities and
even churches?As a Christian I believe it starts with love in
Christ.
When we attempt to move toward unity among ourselves, we automatically run into those self-oriented opinions, values, agendas, political and institutional foci. But if
we focus on love – and God is love (I John 4:7-8) – then we
are naturally drawn closer together as we move toward Him
in love. The two great commandments are to love God, love
our neighbor, and love each other (Mt. 22:37-39; Jn. 13:3435).It was Jesus’ high priestly prayer before going to the
cross that asked the Father that we His people have unity
and love just as the Father and Son are one in love.
Now understand, the community of God’s people and
the world will never congeal in our values and worldviews.
But we have a great gift to bestow upon the world.We have
our confession – Jesus Christ is the Son of God, Lord and
Savior.But John made it clear – the world will know the validity of our faith not by what we say as much as what we
do in love (I Jn. 3:16-18). They will know we are Christ followers by acting in love, for God is love.
My point is this.As we draw near to God in love – love
for Him, love for our fellow believers and love for neighbor – people will be drawn to God through this love and
our simple confession of faith (read Apostles’ Creed).All
other demarcations will be settled in Him. God as love is
the great unifier.We should argue less and love more with
the love of God.His Word is true, and His truth will be
• See SPIRITUALLY page 14
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Proverbs 3:5

• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks
required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional)
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,
Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY
VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

John 3:16

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship:11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the
Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Morning 9AM
Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allowable capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing.
9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
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Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Bill Barber
Homes

Robbin Brophy

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300
We have a special knack for
keeping your taxes on track

• Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation
367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza
Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care
& Removal •16+ years

(828)
226-9696

,:.

VIVA WELLNESS
526-1566

CBD � HEALS

Mark Rogers Grading
Highlands, NC

Office: 828-421-5320

Fully insured & licensed
Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage,
Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building,
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work,
Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets
upstairs across from Town Hall.

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness
Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• CBD cream and balm
Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule
Whole Body Vibration

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East

Whiteside Cove
Cottages
828-200-9217

5 new log cabins
nestled in the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Fully Insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com
We a c c ep t a ll c re d i t c a rd s

F IRE WO O D F OR S A L E

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$20 for Black/White
$25 for Color

Call 828-200-1371 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair
• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured
Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites
• Hauling
• Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson

Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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Chestnut
Storage
Storage Units Available

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT
RENTAL, LLC

• Secure 24-Hour Access
•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045
10890 Buck Creek Rd.
\1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

Ryan M. Bears

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

The Highlands Barbershop

Broker

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

American
Upholstery
WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

• Residential or
Commercial
• Over 40 Years
Experience
• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

NC
Inspection
Station

828-787-2360

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Let us aean Your Home!

828-200-2437�

��I!!EQ! �
GIVE US A CALL!

We'll help bring your home back to life!

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

offers a proprietary low pressure s oft wa!h system that !nfely cleans
Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways.

Highlands Automotive

Service
&
Repair

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE
2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT. Extended Cab. Red with
leather interior. 4600 Miles. Like new.
Asking $32,000 828-371-2582 (st. 1/7)
WANTED
AT ELEVATIONS – part or full
time sales associate. Great pay, retail
experience preferred, friendliest store in
town. Please call 828-371-2582 (st. 2/18)
FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT
FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)
HELP WANTED
CASTING CALL! The Highlands
Playhouse is reopening and we are looking for talented and committed team
members in a variety of roles. Leadership and box office staff positions are
available (both full and part-time). Experience in business management/customer service and an interest in the arts
is a must! The Highlands Playhouse is an
83 year old institution offering movies
year-round and live entertainment in the
Summer and Fall. Please send resumes
and inquiries to HighlandsPlayhouse@
gmail.com (st. 2/18)
THE SUMMER HOUSE BY

REEVES FURNITURE STORE IN
HIGHLANDS is looking for full and
part time sales and administrative positions. Sales — must be professional appearing, friendly, self-motivated, and enthusiastic. Previous sales and customer
service experience preferred. Design
Assistant — must be attentive to detail,
have computer and organizational skills.
Duties include placing and following up
on Purchase Orders, managing accounts,
and working closely with our in-house
Designer and design clients. Apply in person at 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC
2874. (2/25)
LUXURY LODGE MANAGER
NEEDED FOR LIVE IN POSITION.
-- Prefer a local couple/individual to entertain and maintain facility while enjoying
living in an exceptional facility. Strong people/communication skills needed. Must be
flexible and have impeccable references
and experience in hospitality/facility maintenance. Background/knowledge in wine
and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowledge in hiking/construction and outdoors
is good also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com. (st. 2/11)
WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT
reopening for the season. Looking for dish-

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from
Jan. 30. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public officials have
been used.
Jan 30
• At 4:30 p.m., officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident on NC 28 near
South Street.
Jan. 31
• At 11:30 a.m., officers responded
to a 1-vehicle accident on Horse Cove
Road near Bowery Road.
Feb. 3
• At 10:03 a.m., officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident on S. 3rd street
at Helens Barn Ave.
Feb. 6
• At 6:55 p.m., officers responded to
a 1-vehicle accident on NC 28 south at
S. Old Walhalla Road.
Feb. 8
• At 10:50 a.m., officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident at Oak and 3rd
streets.
Feb. 9

• At 8:14 a.m., officers responded to
a 1-vehicle accident at Holt Knob and
Keener roads.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Feb. 10.
Feb. 10
• At 8:32 a.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on the Cashiers Road.
Feb. 11
• At 8 p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Big View
Drive.
Feb. 12
• At 6:03 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on the Cashiers Road.
• At 7:28 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Cobb
Road.
Feb. 14
• At 11:48 p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Blue Valley Road.

washer, prep cook, pantry and waitstaff.
PM shift only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807
or email wom2@me.com. (st. 2/4)
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS needed for a private country
club located in Highlands, NC. The ideal
candidate will coordinate the development and production of the club’s newsletter, member promotions and other
internal and external written/digital communications. Assist Controller with various accounting tasks related to accounts
payable. Be a partner with CEO/GM in
providing the Club’s overall communication services and those tasks related to
such. The position is full-time, year-round
with an attractive benefits package and
salary. Please send resume and cover letter to gm@wildcatccc.com. (2/18)
OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA,
HIGHLANDS NC – $500 sign-on bonus
for Bellman, Housekeeper, Dishwasher!
Now recruiting for Bellman, Dishwasher,
Housekeeper,Turndown Attendant, F&B
Manager In Training, F&B Asst. Manager,
Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook, Servers,
Bussers, Host/Hostess, Cosmetologist,
Massage Therapist, Front Desk, Night Audit,
Fitness Manager.
CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in search of a CNAs, Med Techs,
Part-time RN and an Activities Director.
Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call
828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)
SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN
HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC.
Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire to
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)
SERVICES

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN –
Can fix anything inside or out. carpentry,
interior and exterior painting, pressure
washing, lawn care, hauling.Will also monitor house during winter. Free Estimates.
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or
828-526-5984. (5/27)
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to my clients. Stop
paying agency prices and call me. Franklin,
NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)
DON AND RON MAINTENANCE – We pressure wash, handle
electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything.
Property monitoring, hauling. Free quotes.
252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. (st. 12/10)
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly
& Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience.
Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone
Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828526-4943 or Text: 321-303-• 7560. (2/28)
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs,
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4)
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1 ACRE LOT in three forks 7 miles
from Highlands 706-584-0406. (st. 1/28)
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed
plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959.
(st. 7/16)

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 11

made clear to all who draw closer to Him.
Our main job is to point them to the Eternal Love found in Christ.And I can only love
in my actions, while my debates should be
limited to a loving purpose of restoration to
Truth in Christ.
This brings me to a final word of
thanks.These last few weeks I have witnessed
among many of the volunteers for the COVID-19 Clinics this essence of love. Working with them has been one of my greatest
joys as together we have assisted over 1500
of our neighbors to receive the vaccine (first
and second dose). I saw people crying for joy
and raising hands of thanks to God. Most
all expressed their profound thanks for the

volunteers.But what came out the most was
not just getting the vaccine, but their joy
and love because others were showing love
and compassion for them.I also witnessed
the power of a community coming together with a single-minded goal of making a
difference in our community and helping
neighbors and friends.Love made these volunteers give hours and even days to touch
the lives of anxious souls.What drew dozens of volunteers together and even the recipients of the vaccine? It was love. It was
not politics, institutional or ideological differences that motivated us – just our love of
God exercised as love for neighbor. Now
that’s unity.
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SILVER EAGLE

11

3

2

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Highlander
Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern
highlandermountainhouse.com
33

Country Club Properties
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC

828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker
cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com
https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

13

Sotheby’s
is the top
firm in
Highlands
since 2013

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(PAC)

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

12

2

“Ace is the Place.”

6

4

10
8

33
2

5

7
40

Reeves

9

Hardware

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157
6

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
Licensed in NC and GA

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Where you want to live and play!
Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com

o 828.526.8300

13
13

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742

K-H Park

1

11

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
2

6
8

Making Deals. Making History.

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS
sales for a single broker this year closing over
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings!

Closed Wednesday

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS.
She represented 100 happy clients in closed
transactions in 2020.

5

DAV ID

BOCK

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke
the Highlands sales history by selling over a
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020.

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019

BUILDERS

Please call for
reservations

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net
30

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Open
Inside
&
Outside
11a-4p
5:30-til?

Bee Gleeson
Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

See you
again early
Spring!

www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S

Cashmere

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Susie deVille
Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Tom Bean
Broker Associate
828-526-6383

Christal Green
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-200-9699

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street 9

