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Discussions over ‘Hillside’ continue
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News
Cashiers Area Community
Planning Council met once again
on Jan. 25 for a quasi-judicial hearing to discuss a special use permit

New open
enrollment
for ACA

for Cashiers Hillside, the proposed
57-acre development on the southeastern corner of the intersection
of Highways 107 and 64, a.k.a. the
Crossroads.
Council members spent eight

hours in The Village Green Commons hearing from parties seeking standing, disclosures, the staff
report from the Jackson County
Planning Department, and an ex-

•See HILLSIDE page 10

Highlands Fire & Rescue
Fireman of the Year

• See ACA page 8
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Gov. extends stay-at-home
order until Feb. 28; urges
in-person instruction
COVID death toll in Macon County now at 19
Vaccine shortage halts first-dose injections

Contact Mountain
Projects before May 15 to
enroll in HealthCare.gov
insurance
Cherokee, Clay, Graham,
Haywood, Jackson, Macon and
Swain Counties – In a surprise
move, the Federal Government
has created an extra open enrollment period for health insurance
in 2021, and counselors at Waynesville’s Mountain Projects are jumping into action to help residents of
North Carolina’s seven westernmost counties take advantage.
Mountain Projects’ application counselors are certified
through the Health Insurance
Marketplace and are located in every western county. Their services
are free. The new open enrollment
period, triggered by the COVID-19 crisis, starts on February 15,
2021 and ends on May 15, 2021.
As job losses continue to
mount and with millions of peo-

Thurs., Feb. 4, 2021

Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.com

Though the annual Awards Banquet has been postponed due to COVID restrictions, the annual Fireman of the Year was still selected by
department volunteers. The department selected Roger Lee Wilson,
who has been on the force for 32 years and who is consistently commended for perfect attendance at the weekly Tuesday night meetings.
Pictured with him from left are Chief Ryan Gearhart and Assistant
Chief Robbie Forrester. 			
– Photo by Kim Lewicki

Governor Roy Cooper and
NC Department of Health and
Human Services Secretary Dr.
Mandy Cohen announced that
NC’s Modified Stay at Home Order, requiring people to be at home
from 10 pm – 5 am, has been extended.
Face covering requirements
and restrictions on individuals
gathering in both indoor and outdoor settings are still in place both
through at least Sunday, Feb. 28,
2021 at 5 p.m.
The extension of Executive
Order No. 190 which allows for
the sale of “to-go” or delivery of
mixed beverages and the evictions
moratorium both received concurrence from the Council of State.
Furthermore, since research
continues to show mitigation measures allow safe in-person learning,
low transmission among students
and teachers with few clusters in
public schools, Governor Cooper,

Superintendent of Public Instruction Catherine Truitt, State Board
Chairman Eric Davis and Secretary Cohen sent a letter to local
school board members and superintendents encouraging in-person
instruction across the state.
“We know that to equitably
and fully address the needs of the
whole child in every student, it is
imperative that schools reopen for
in-person instruction,” said Davis. “Since Aug.ust, public school
leaders have proven the merits of
the safety protocols that have kept
our schools safe for students and
staff.”
Today,
Macon
County
Schools had a special called board
meeting to discuss the issue.
On January 23, NCDHHS
reported the first identified case
of B.1.1.7 COVID-19 Variant in
NC. Early data suggest that this
variant may be more contagious
• See EXTENDS page 8

M cThe
CULLEY’S
largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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• The Plateau’s Position •

•Mayor on

I

Duty•

•Hic’s

How events can change everything

give folks my cell number,
included Horse Cove. As a part
(828) 506-3138, and tell
of ETJ, zoning districts were
them to call me if they have
developed, including residential
questions or concerns. I have
zones. As some will recall, ETJ
been receiving several calls in
was not well received by many
the past week about the relopeople, especially residents in
cation of the upcoming Bear
the ETJ. I was not the mayor
Shadow Festival. The questions
at the time of the creation of
center around why did the town
the ETJ but was a member of
allow this event to move and be
the planning board that recomheld in Horse Cove?
mended its adoption. Folks in
My response is that the
Horse Cove and other areas
Highlands Mayor
town didn’t approve the change.
let everyone know they did not
Patrick Taylor
Actually, Highlands has no overwant to be in the ETJ, and that
sight over the Horse Cove comthere were no worries about
munity since it is outside the town limits. If zoning and development, especially in isothe concert had be held in Founder’s Park, lated areas of the county like Horse Cove.
the town would have had an approval role. The Town Board rescinded ETJ.
But organizers of the event decided to move
Flash forward a decade and there are
it from Highlands to Horse Cove.
really no isolated, unknown areas in WestThe county may have some limited role ern North Carolina. Some people have exin approving the event, but there are no zon- pressed a concern that such an event being
ing limitations outside the town limits. The held in Horse Cove may be a prelude of
county does have building code and land further expansion in this small community,
disturbance ordinances but not designated with even the location of commercial enterzones. Highlands, on the other hand, has prises. Is a “Woodstock for Boomers” next
zoning ordinances designating certain areas for this beautiful valley? Or maybe a residenin the town as either residential or business tial development with shops and amenities?
zones.
I really don’t have an answer for those
About a decade ago, the town adopted concerns, but the recently proposed 57-acre
an extra territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) that Cashiers Hillside development may really be
a marker for future developments throughout the area. I hope regional, county and
Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com
Phone: (828) 200-1371
Email:

HighlandsEditor@aol.com

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse
Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
Locally owned and operated by
Kim & Jim Lewicki
Adobe PDF version at
www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703,
Highlands, N.C., 28•• 741
A l l R i g h t s R e s e r ve d . N o a r t i c l e s ,
photos, illustrations, advertisements or design elements may be used without
permission from the publisher.

Letter Policy:

We reserve the right to reject or edit
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

• See MAYOR page 8

Correction•

•

In last week’s story “Confidentiality
of Town Board Closed Session was Compromised,” there were two statements that
need clarification.
“Hotwire is offering $10,200,000 over
25 years – far more than the $4.6 million
loan with interest the town took out to build
the aerial portion of the highway – which
Mayor Pat Taylor said will be paid off in
about 13 years (not six years). The Town will
receive a slight profit after four years, with
the profit increasing each year thereafter.
And ...
“As consideration for its network lease,
Hotwire proposes to pay the Town of Highlands $425,000 per year to be paid on a quarterly basis beginning in 2022 through 2045,”
reads the contract – not $425,000 in quarterly payments.
We regret the error and are happy to set
the record straight.
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New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
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Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com
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Glen

Cove

by Old Edwards

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina.
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool,
entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.
Only 13 Estate Lots remaining, call for a tour today. | 828.526.1783 | GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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•Letters•

Bear Shadow ‘Neighed’ by Horse Cove

Dear Editor,
I am writing re the serious concerns I and other Horse
Cove residents have about a planned “Bear Shadow Music
Festival” billed as a Highlands event but to be held in Horse
Cove this April over 3 days. It may not be obvious, but the
Cove is not just remote pastures but includes many full-time
Macon County residents. The festival planners or sponsors
had not contacted Cove residents re their plans for here.
As such, we were not aware of this plan until announced
recently in a newspaper.
Aside from important COVID-19 concerns for the attendees and city/county residents, there are problems for
traffic on Horse Cove Road, the only direct way into the
Cove from Highlands, notorious for its curves and cutbacks.
Advertisements give no indication of the road profile and
suggest it’s easy access from Highlands, “just 4 miles.” Attendee vehicles are not prohibited, despite alcohol served.

There are also understandable concerns for the 3-5 days’
congestion and reverberating sound impact on residents
(animals and humans).
More importantly, the festival puts the plant habitats
and creeks at danger despite the property being under a
Conservation Easement with the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust. The land contains 3 rare species, 1 rare plant community, 9 other suspected rare species, and trout waters part of
the Chattooga River watershed. The property is meant to be
protected for all. This is not just one person’s remote pasture
in Horse Cove.
Considering COVID-19, there is a state-mandated
100-person limit on outdoor venues <10,000 or 50-person
limit on mass gatherings. There is no guarantee this will be
lifted at the time of the festival. COVID-19 state restrictions
are applicable to Horse Cove. It’s not clear what county approval was given. Planners say the event will be limited to

•Highlands Dining•

828-526-4035
Taste the difference. Always fresh.

‘Crucial Moments’ indeed
Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

RE-OPENING
February 12

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com

American cuisine with a
Creole twist and a German flair!

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro
wouldn’t be here today
without trust, loyalty, and the
continued support of our customers,
and employees.
We hope to see you soon!
– Chef & Mindy Green

474 Main street
828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

1,000 attendees plus 100 staff. This is obviously above a
100-person limit, “COVE” seating or not (no pun intended). At a music festival with alcohol, it’s likely attendees will
not stay masked or in their “COVE” and thus create a super
spreader event in the county.
It is disappointing that The Highlander newspaper
(the subscription paper) so prominently published its Jan.
21, 2021 festival article accompanied by a glowing editorial without consideration of Horse Cove and its residents.
This is not a “winning formula of safety” for the land or
people. I doubt there would have been glowing acceptance
for a 1,000+ person event for one of the residential country clubs or other communities during a viral pandemic.
The lack of considerations for Horse Cove property
and its residents does not speak well for the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce, the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust, or the many other local company sponsors.
I implore the festival major sponsors, Macon County
and local sponsors to reconsider their support of the Horse
Cove location and move the event elsewhere more appropriate.
Michele Mangum
Horse Cove, Highlands

Open inside
and
Outside

(Closed Wednesdays)

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Open in February:Thurs-Sun.

Temporary Hours • 12-9p
Closed Mon.-Wed.
Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead
In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Dear Editor,
As someone who has vacationed in Highlands for almost 30 years, I enjoy keeping up with the local news in
your newspaper. It’s nice to read about what is going on
and how community activities benefit the residents in both
good times and bad. Often there is news that reflects the
very best of humanity and makes me admire those who are
able to call Highlands “home”.
However, the Jan. 28 edition contained an article in the
Spiritually Speaking column entitled “Crucial Moments”
that struck me as ironic, at best.
I don’t know who penned this piece, there was no
name, just a photo of an old white man in clergy vestments.
Probably best his name wasn’t included, as I found nothing
spiritual about the words he spoke which would bring any
honor his way.
Perhaps the article was lost in some time warp, because
from reading just the first paragraph I was certain he was
speaking of the opening days of the Trump administration.
He went on at length about all those who have been
“emboldened” and of course the end days of the Trump
dictatorship -- particularly scenes from January 6th where
Trump and his minions hoped to overthrow the election
and our democracy -- hit me like a pan of scalding water.
Exercise your 1st amendment rights, speak freely and
think deeply about all the issues of our day, but don’t trot
out ludicrous opinions like these and proclaim it is Good
News.
I’ve read the Bible, as many of your other old white
readers have, and this man appears to have missed the ominous signs therein that I see for those who twist the truth
and manipulate the vulnerable to maintain their own positions of power.
Christians are not being muzzled any more than Donald Trump was muzzled, except by the consequences of his

• See LETTERS page 5
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•Business/Organization News•

Bear Shadow spring music festival adds famed keyboardist Chuck Leavell,
exclusive music and nature excursions to weekend lineup
HIGHLANDS, N.C. — An intimate Earth Day evening with keyboardist
Chuck Leavell, whose music has been part
of songs by The Allman Brothers Band,
Eric Clapton, the Rolling Stones, and
more, has been added as a kickoff to the
weekend of the Bear Shadow spring music festival near Highlands, North Caro-

lina. The event will take place on Thursday,
April 22, Earth Day, and will be a fundraiser for the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.
The main festival takes place April 2325, 2021. In addition to the three-day lineup of musical headliners, exclusive excursion activities have been added to the list
of weekend activities, including acoustic

About Oakleaf Home Farm

The Highlands-Cashiers Plateau contains such natural mysticism that it has
been beckoning travelers to explore its
cool streams, flowing waterfalls, and lush
forests from cities throughout America
for over a hundred years.
Scientists and artists alike have
flocked for exploration and enlightenment. Today, there are few properties
available outside of the area’s country
clubs and private neighborhoods that allow visitors the freedom to intimately
experience the awe firsthand during their
stay.
A long champion of the intersection
of history, nature, the arts, and horticul-

ture, Oakleaf Flower & Garden has partnered with a forward-thinking landowner
in Highlands to create Oakleaf Home
Farm.
Situated on 17 acres at the base of
Blackrock in beautiful Horse Cove, this experiential development will create a backdrop for elopements, weddings, sportsman’s weekends, and cherished family
gatherings.
Enjoy a combination of pristine pastureland, historic apple orchards, ponds,
streams, and flora and fauna so rare that a
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust Conservation Easement protects the property.
– submitted

... LETTERS continued from page 4
hatred and violence.
Whether you want to Make America
White Again, or Make America Christian
Again, you are not pursuing a world that
Jesus would have been a part of.
Karen Hartzler
Highlands
Note:
The author of last week’s spiritually speaking article was Rector Jim Murphy of Christ Anglican Church in Cashiers.

Say ‘no’ to
Bear Shadow
Dear Editor,
I’m sure you know about the Bear
Shadow event scheduled to take place in
Horse Cove. Does our town really think
the people will stay separated just because
they made them little cubicles? Eating and
drinking without mask? Spraying in between events? There is a trout stream that
runs through the property and also red
salamanders on that property. Is everything
always about money?
Diane and Michael Levine
Highlands

The social and
economic impact of
the vaccine on our
plateau

Dear Editor,
The Covid 19 virus has effectively shut
down America. Now there is hope because
the vaccine is slowly going in arms. But 37%
of Americans say they do not want to take
the vaccine.
The effects of the vaccine are clear.
First, of course, is personal safety from
the virus, and the chance of spreading to
someone you love. The vaccine in arms
means a reduction in deaths and fewer
people with the horrific after-effects of this
wretched disease. There will be a reduction
in health care costs, and families who are
forever financially scarred by a prolonged
hospitalization from the virus.
The bigger picture also includes an
improved economy, and an increase in the
tax base for our towns. Lost jobs come
back, productivity increases, restaurants can
• See LETTERS page 6

performances on top of Satulah Mountain,
a guitar clinic and a drive-in film festival.
Tickets for Bear Shadow are available
at https://bearshadownc.com/.
Bear Shadow, produced by Highlands
Festivals, Inc. and Eleven Events, is a music festival named in honor of the bear-like
shadow that appears behind the region’s
Whiteside Mountain and will feature a
variety of live musical acts for nearly any
musical taste, from bluegrass and blues to
folk and soul, including Mandolin Orange,
St. Paul & The Broken Bones, Drew Holcomb & The Neighbors, The War & Treaty,
Jamestown Revival, Devon Gilfillian, Love
Canon, Shelly Colvin, and Robert Ellis.
The Bear Shadow music main stage,
called “Base Camp,” will be held at Oakleaf
Home Farm in Horse Cove, less than four
miles from Main Street in Highlands.
Ticket holders will view headlining
acts at Base Camp from inside of 6- to
8-person COVEs, or Contained Open-Air
Viewing Environments, spaced at least six
feet in distance from other coves, per social

distancing guidelines. Six-person General
Admission COVEs are $900 per day and
eight-person COVEs are $1,200 per day.
There will be three concerts each day
from 5:30-10 p.m.
Food and beverages will be available.
Additional protocols, such as mask
requirements, temperature pre-screening
and increased hand sanitizer stations will
also be in place at the Bear Shadow event.
FAQ’s and information on the Base Camp
experience can be viewed at www.bearshadownc.com/information/.
The Chuck Leavell event will include
a viewing of a portion of the rockumentary, Chuck Leavell: Tree Man a Q&A
session and musical surprises. Leavell is a
conservationist and sustainable development advocate whose commitment to the
environment has been recognized worldwide, including being named Honorary
Ranger by the U.S. Forest Service.
For more information, including COVID safety protocols, visit https://bearshadownc.com/information/.
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... LETTERS continued from page 5
operate at full capacity and make
money again, stores have more
customers, hotels are full, our
towns alive again.
For me, the most important
effect of vaccines in arms is the
ability to gather with friends, to
hug someone I haven’t seen in a
while, to be able to visit my Mom
in Assisted Living without fear.
Many of us on the plateau
are at a time in our lives when
travel is our plan, some of us
still travel for business, or to see
family. Can you imagine a time

Winter
in Highlands!

when we can do that without fear,
without restrictions, quarantine,
documentation? I dream of a
time when cruises are again happy
respites, Italy is not ravaged, and
especially, when Australia will let
me go to hold my grandbaby for
the first time.
So now is our time to work
hard to get as many people
vaccinated as possible as quickly
as possible, so life can return to
a new normal. Everyone must do
their part to encourage friends and

family to get vaccinated to help our
country and people thrive again.
This is what the HighlandsCashiers Plateau Vaccine Initiative
is about…helping our magical
plateau get back to a full life,
bustling with fun, energy and
activity. Call 526-1310 to get your
family, your neighbors registered
for a vaccine appointment. Do
your part in this challenge. Help
us to achieve a big percentage of
immunization on the plateau so this
is a safe haven for us again.
Robin Austin
Highlands

Plan for Bear Shadow festival is a travesty
THE ESSENTIALS ONLINE INTRO CLASS
W/ DIANE LEVINE

Starts Feb 12th
Now Enrolling:
The Dry Sink • Main St. • Highlands

Ca11 828.526.8880

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

Dear Editor,
Commercial interests in
Highlands in the guise of a nonprofit organization are attempting
to hold a three-day music festival
in Horse Cove in April. According to their website, the promoters are hoping for 1,000 attendees
each day. For an event of this
magnitude to be held in a small
purely residential neighborhood
would be a travesty.
It is with much sadness that

we have watched the accelerating
decline of Highlands in the 20
years since we first visited, the 12
years since we bought our home
in Horse Cove, and the eight years
since we moved here full time in
our retirement. An unpretentious
small mountain-town ambience,
pace, and sense of scale have
passed away.
Fortunately, Horse Cove has,
at least thus far, remained largely
immune to the changes that have

Happy Valentine’s Day!
The Firewood Company

Fridays
in February

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

befallen Highlands. However
busy, congested, or unpleasant it
might be in town, and that is now
close to a four-season phenomenon, it is quiet and peaceful in
Horse Cove.
It is trite, but true, that
change in the wrong direction
always seems to start with some
small well-intentioned misstep.
Undoubtedly, one festival will become two and then three and then
more. Noise, traffic, and trash will
be unavoidable and will steadily
increase. And one day we will look
around and what we once loved,
and took for granted, will be forever lost.
The Town of Highlands appears powerless to stop this event,
because Horse Cove is outside the
town limits. Macon County may
have the power to stop this nuisance and that will be pursued.
But, in the meantime, we can
and do say to the people promoting this misuse of Horse Cove:
Have you no sense of restraint
or understanding of what you
are doing and the harm you will
inflict?
Frank and Ruthie Oliver
Horse Cove, Highlands

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com•www.firewoodcompany.net
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

• Yoga 101 at Yoga
Highlands. The essentialsonline intro class with Diane Levine. Now enrolling.
Call 828-526-8880.
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...ACA continued from page 1

ple having lost their job-based health insurance, the new administration will reopen
HealthCare.gov to give people who need
health insurance an extra opportunity to get
covered.
Health insurance is more affordable

than many people think. Nine out of 10
North Carolina customers used financial
subsidies through the marketplace to lower
their monthly health insurance premiums
last year. The average premium statewide
was $61, and customers in Western North

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!
Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

828-526-3909

Andrea is top 12%
Real Estate Brokers in 2019.
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175 Offered for $1,950,000

3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished
622 Whiteside Mountain Road
Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742 o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Carolina paid below $50 per month on average.
“Many people can find good deals on
HealthCare.gov and receive financial assistance to help lower their monthly health
insurance costs,” said Plummer. “We help
guide our clients through that process.”
Consumers enrolling in a plan on
HealthCare.gov are guaranteed to receive
comprehensive coverage, with no preexisting condition exclusions or markups.
All plans cover essential benefits, including doctor and hospital visits, prescription
drugs, mental health treatment, and maternity care. In addition, consumers receive
free preventive care services, such as immunizations and health screenings. Testing and
treatment of COVID-19 are considered essential health benefits and are covered by all
HealthCare.gov plans.

...EXTENDS continued from page 1
than other variants and state health officials
continue to recommend staying at home
when possible and practicing the 3 “W’s:”
Wear a face covering, Wait 6 feet apart and
Wash your hands.
North Carolina continues to administer
Covid-19 vaccines across the state. Almost
all of the first doses received by the state
were reported as being administered. Vaccine supply continues to be very low and the
state is hopeful for more vaccine to be on the
way. On a call with Governor Cooper and
other governors, the Biden Administration
committed to increase vaccine shipments to
the states by 16% over the next 3 weeks.
Macon County will be receiving 300
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine from the
state each week for the next three weeks.
This number is based on population size in
Macon County.
However, due to inadequate supply of
COVID-19 vaccine from NC DHHS, MC
Public Health must reschedule first-dose
appointments. Those who have already
scheduled appointments for their first dose
of vaccine have been moved to the front of

Lunch

Thurs. - Mon.
11a to 3p

Consumers should avoid insurance
plans offered outside of HealthCare.gov
that seem too good to be true. “Junk insurance” products pose huge financial risks
to consumers. These products can refuse
to pay for care for pre-existing conditions,
charge consumers more based on their
gender, and impose annual coverage limits.
“HealthCare.gov is the only website where
North Carolina consumers are guaranteed
to get comprehensive coverage,” said Plummer. “Consumers buying junk plans will be
exposed to serious risks.”
To learn more about access to affordable healthcare and to speak with Certified
Application Counselors in seven western
counties of NC, please call Mountain Projects, 828-452-1447 or visit our website,
www.getcoveredwnc.com/get-in-touch to
find your local contact.

Dinner

I’m baaaaaack!

Thurs. - Sat.
5p until

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”
Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

MC Public Health’s COVID-19 Vaccine
Wait List. Macon County Public Health will
contact those on the waitlist as vaccine becomes available to reschedule your appointment. There are about 3,000 people on the
MC Vaccine Wait List.
Regardless of which group people fall
under, they can register for the COVID-19
Vaccine Wait List at https://gis2.maconnc.
org/VAX/VAX.html. When the group you
fall under is eligible for vaccination, a member of the COVID-19 Vaccine Call Center
will contact you to schedule your appointment.
Go to YourSpotYourShot.nc.gov to
determine group eligibility.
– Kim Lewicki

...MAYOR continued
from page 2

municipal leaders are reviewing and even
implementing policies to address these
trends. The Highlands Community Plan is
coming at a critical moment for Highlands’
future.
Years ago, a strategy was to entice businesses to locate in Western North Carolina. Having few regulatory impediments,
such as zoning, was intended to promote
economic development and growth. Under current circumstances those incentives
for development and growth may not be
needed. I anticipate towns and counties of
Western North Carolina are going to be
growing at astounding rates. The question
is how will this exploding growth be shaped
and developed?
Yes, growth brings economic development and more money. It may also have
unintentional consequences, like losing a
natural paradise.

•Investing at

S

4,118 Ft.•

The 2021 Housing Market Blast Off

teady mortgage rates, a
considered “red hot.” Home
recovering economy, the
inventory in North Carolina is
work from home trend
down statewide as it is locally.
continuing and the law of supBuyers must act quickly if a
ply and demand all point to a
home checks the majority of
crazy 2021 for residential real
their boxes.
estate sales. Buyers are anxHousing predictions only
iously awaiting the spring ingive a general view of setting
ventory to hit the market as
expectations. Only your perthere are many more buyers
sonal situation and finances
than sellers of homes right
should dictate your decision to
Jody Lovell
now. Sellers, do not wait until
sell or buy. However, don’t be
spring to list your home!! With Highlands Sotheby’s left behind in the blast off for
828-226-6303
buyers accustomed to searchhome sales this year if you are
ing and even buying on-line during the either a seller or a buyer. The local market
lockdown, the traditional seasons of sell- is up 68% in volume and 72% in unit sales
ing are gone. Buyers are swarming the web over this time last year. May 2021 be a posito buy immediately.
tive year in many arenas for you and your
Many real estate prognosticators be- family! Thank you for your support of this
lieve that the rise of remote workers with wonderful community which continues to
flexible schedules will keep home sales prove its strength and fellowship during
booming in 2021. If a Seller prices their the struggles of COVID.
home correctly with the help of a local real
estate broker, the home will sell in 2021!
• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty, the
National Housing Market Predictions top producing firm in Highlands for the
for 2021
seventh year in a row with 30 brokers spanExisting Homes Sales – Up 9%
ning the Plateau to assist you with your
Newly Built Home Sales – Up 21%
real estate needs. The company sold over a
Home Prices – Up 8%
quarter of a billion dollars in real estate in
Mortgage Rates – @3%
2020, and Jody personally closed 165 milInventory of Homes Down – 22%
lion in sales shattering a record for an individual broker on the Highlands/Cashiers
Buyer traffic in the local market is Multiple Listing Service. They are closers!
robust. North Carolina is one of the in- Call them to get you over the finish line this
bound states where buyer demand is year at 828.526.4104.
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Highlander Mountain House &
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
270 Main St, Highlands • (828) 526-2590

WINTER SPECIALS
Wed.- Fri. 5-7p
$8 Wines and $5 Draft Beers
•
LOCALS DINE AT 20% OFF Final Bill
(Wed.- Sun. / January-March)
•
Come Join Us for Breakfast
Wed.- Sat. – 8-10:30a • Sunday Brunch – 10a-3p
Can’t stay? We have “On the Run” Options
•
Weekly Winter Lunch & Dinner Specials

Want Natural, Sexy Lips?

HCHF continues free COVID-19 testing

The Highlands Cashiers Health
Foundation (HCHF) continues to sponsor local COVID-19 testing initiatives on
the plateau. On Feb. 9 and 15 the format
will be drive-through at the Village Green
in Cashiers from 11am-1pm and the
Highlands Recreation Center from 2:304:30pm. On Feb. 22 the drive-through
times will be 11am-1pm at the Highlands
Recreation Center and 2:30-4:30p.m. at
the Village Green in Cashiers.
Please note there is an updated process for registration. Pre-registration
is required through the following link
https://cov19.health/#/ by noon the day
prior to testing. You will choose “register
as a new patient” and the office location
code will be: MTNPKUCR. Negative results will be provided through this online
link as well. Saliva testing will be administered while monthly supplies lasts and

then the nasal swab collection will be used.
Participants will be asked to present
a photo ID and insurance information on
site. Uninsured participants are eligible to
participate without cost, however a photo
I.D. is required.
The tests will be administered by
Mountain Park Urgent Care (MPUC), Sylva, NC in full compliance with CDC, FDA,
and NCDHHS guidelines. The County
Health Departments are provided COVID-19 test reports as required by NCDHHS. Anyone testing positive will be contacted directly by MPUC.
Please note a COVID-19 test is a onetime indicator. Frequent hand washing,
covering your face, and social distancing
at least six feet apart are also important to
protect yourself and others and to slow the
spread of COVID-19. Please refer questions to info@mtnparkuc.com.

We have the Solution
Call 828-526-3783 to learn how
Center for Plastic Surgery
Robert T. Buchanan MD, F.A.C.S.
209 Hospital Dr. Suite 202, Highlands, NC
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com
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... HILLSIDE continued from page 1

pert witness for the applicant Macauley Investments.
No decision was made regarding the
SUP’s approval and hearings will pick up
where they left off with more testimony
from experts on Feb. 22.
Hearing Highlights
The hearing began with the Council
approving a couple more parties either with
standing or as witnesses, both designations

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Yard Art Open
for outside pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

allow parties to ask questions throughout
the hearings.
Disclosures
Jackson County Attorney Heather Baker said that all parties during these hearings
are entitled to an impartial decisionmaker,
so before moving on to witness testimony,
Council members must disclose any conflicts of interest that would recuse them
from further proceedings. Conflicts may
include Council members with a fixed opinion, financial interests, or undisclosed communication with other parties involved.
All Council members disclosures went
off without a hitch, until Attorney John
Noor who represents several parties opposing the development, asked Council Chair
Michael Cox about an offer to purchase a
property that abuts the proposed project
shortly before hearings over the Cashiers
Hillside project began.
The owner of the abutting property is
also a party with standing in these hearings.
Cox said he approached her two days before
the first hearing for the Cashiers Hillside
project back in November 2020, and that the
project and the offer to purchase her property were unrelated.
Noor said this shows a clear conflict of
interest and asked Cox be recused.
“I think that meeting with one of the

In Highlands, NC

500 SIGNING BONUS FOR
BELLMEN, HOUSEKEEPERS
& DISHWASHERS

$

Full benefits including medical, 401K, paid
vacation, childcare, meal vouchers, flexible hours,
career opportunities, rec park membership,
perks, discounts and fun excursions!

BELLMEN AVERAGE $16 TO $18 PER HOUR

APPLY ONLINE

OldEdwardsHospitality.com/Careers

parties with standing who is an abutting
property owner on behalf of clients he
[Cox] owes a fiduciary duty too, to offer to
purchase the property within two days prior
to the first hearing on this matter and being
aware of the application that was pending at
the time creates a conflict of interest,” said
Noor. “We ask that he be recused from this
matter just so it doesn’t taint any of the decision the board might make.”
It turns out the property owner was
present at the hearing and told the Council
she told Cox her land was not for sale, no
numbers or prices were discussed, there was
no contract, and she threw away Cox’s business card after he left.
Representing Macauley Investments is
Attorney Craig Justus who said Cox did not
receive any direct benefit from his offer to
purchase the abutting property and does not
constitute a conflict of interest.
“This is a Hail Mary attempt to have the
Chairman recused,” said Justus. “The COI
statute is a common sense one that deals
with direct financial interest. If Mr. Noor
wants to argue that some future benefit is
possible is speculative and would essentially
excuse most of you from being able to hear
something like this.”
Baker agreed with Justus and said it
does not seem to be a conflict of interest.
Council members voted not to recuse Cox.
Fatal Flaws
Noor then contested the project saying
the proposal had two “fatal flaws” that do
not adhere to Jackson County’s Unified Development Ordinance and are beyond the
Council’s jurisdiction to approve.
Noor said the first flaw is that plans
include 5 access points to the development
along both Highway 107 and Monte Vista
Road, the JC UDO limits access points to 2
per development.
“These proposed access points violate that provision of the code,” said Noor.
“Those aren’t things the board can wave,
these are absolute requirements that must be
met by the development.”
Secondly, Noor said some of the buildings in the proposed plan exceed the maximum size limit of 5,000 square feet set by
the UDO.
Justus said this was another Hail Mary
from opposing counsel.
“The application has been out for
months and we received the objection this
morning,” said Justus. “What this means is
that the application has been vetted by staff.
We would not have gotten this far if the application was not complete and compliant
on its face.”
He added that the UDO’s definition
of development was anything that requires
a building permit, and with the number of
buildings and components in the plans for
Cashiers Hillside, the 2 access points is a
nonissue.

JC Senior Planner John Jeleniewski testified and said the 2-access limit in the UDO
was in regard to driveway access points, not
to road construction or existing roads.
JC Planning Director Mike Poston said
there is no limit to building size, but anything larger than 1,500 square feet requires
a SUP. He added the 5,000 square foot size
limit Noor mentioned was from an incorrect infographic on the County’s website.
Poston said the staff report recommendation to approve Cashiers Hillside was
based on the technical standards reviewed
for the three phases of the project, and they
were all compliant with the UDO.
Cox said he did not think he heard sufficient evidence to dismiss the proposal.
“They had quite a bit of time to make
this motion and presenting it at the last second, it seems Mr. Noor has found an interesting technicality, but I think we’ve come
all of this way to let these people have their
day in court,” said Cox.
The Council voted unanimously not to
dismiss the project.
Density Reduction
Toward the end of the 8-hour session,
Macauley Investments Principal Stephen
Macauley told the Council he was committed to reducing the density of the development from 726 residential units to 581.
“We did what we thought was best. I
directed my team to follow our philosophical principals and adhere to the Small Area
Plan at every step; they did that,” said Macauley. “However, over the last 2.5 months
I’ve met with a lot of people who have concerns about the density of the project and
the impact it would have. I listened.”
Noor then made the motion to dismiss
the application and have the developer begin the process over again because changing
the density of a project changes everything.
“We’re not just talking about cutting
back,” said Noor. “We’re talking about a
totally different rearrangement on the site
that would impact virtually every expert
opinion that has been given.”
Justus said he was shocked at the level
of objection from Noor after offering to
reduce the density.
“This is being offered not to increase,
not to change anything from access or materially other than to reduce the density as
a result of dialogue,” said Justus. “If a developer had to start that process over, they
would be less inclined to offer up changes
to reduce density.”
The Council voted unanimously to accept the amended plan with reduced density
as long as it meets the technical standards
of the UDO, and that a revised staff report
be made available with updated numbers
no later than two weeks prior to the Feb.
22 meeting. It’s expected that experts will
address concerns over water/sewer, traffic,
erosion, etc. at the next hearing.

•Spiritually Speaking •
Who did Christ
come for?

A

Rev. Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian
Church, Cashiers

nd when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said
to His disciples, “How is it that He eats with tax
collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard it, He said to
them. “Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.” Mark 2:16-17
What we hear in this is that the Spirit of God glorifies
His Son, Jesus Christ, by revealing what Christ is to the
lowly, dried up, penitent soul. How does He do this? He
does it by opening the Bible to show that Jesus died for sinners. He didn’t die for the righteous nor for the worthy. He
died for sinners, those who are unrighteous, for those who
are not worthy, for those who are lost and filled with guilt.
There can be no greater moment when the Eternal
God and the Holy Spirit glorify Jesus by bringing this truth
with power into the heart. It is a real tragedy that so many
Christians have the false idea that Jesus came to save those
who are worthy because of their own good works. They
look only to themselves to meet the price required because
of their guilt. They are hopelessly lost in the eternal darkness of a dead spirit.
Jesus in these verses shows that He provides a salvation for the vile, the penniless and the helpless, for all who
are trapped in spiritual darkness.
The Apostle Paul says in Romans 5:6 “For when we
were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly.” He goes on in verse 10, “For if we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son.” In I Timothy 1:15, Paul follows this line of thought
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of full acceptance that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” In Isaiah
55:1 the prophet declares this salvation for sinners will be
“without money and without price.”
Paul points to this concept again saying in Ephesians
2:5 “by grace you have been saved.” He says in Romans
4:15 that this salvation is “of faith that it might be according to grace.”
The Gospel, this glorious good news, these wonderful
and joyful tidings, this marvelous message of free mercy
for sinners, for the vile and reprehensible appears in an
instant when believed, received and welcomed.
In a moment the guilt, the pain, and the uncertainty
is taken away. You can know the glory of the face of God
shining on you. You can relish the luster and light and joy
of God’s grace and mercy. You can lift your hands and
voice in praise and gladness, taking all your weakness to
Him. You can stand in the face of opposition and in your
stand bring glory to His name. It is only to those that see
their sin and the depth of it that Jesus came to save.
• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 14
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Proverbs 3:5

• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks
required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional)
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,
Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY
VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

John 3:16

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship:11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the
Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Morning 9AM
Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM First and Second Sundays
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allowable capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing.
9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
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Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Bill Barber
Homes

Robbin Brophy

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300
We have a special knack for
keeping your taxes on track

• Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation
367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza
Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care
& Removal •16+ years

(828)
226-9696

Billingsley
Turf Management
and Landscaping
For all of your
turf and landscaping projects,

Call 828-526-2258

,:.

VIVA WELLNESS
526-1566

CBD � HEALS

209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets
upstairs across from Town Hall.

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness
Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• CBD cream and balm
Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule
Whole Body Vibration

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East

Whiteside Cove
Cottages
828-200-9217

5 new log cabins
nestled in the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Fully Insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com
We a c c ep t a ll c re d i t c a rd s

F IRE WO O D F OR S A L E

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$20 for Black/White
$25 for Color

Call 828-200-1371 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair
• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured
Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites
• Hauling
• Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson

Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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Chestnut
Storage
Storage Units Available

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT
RENTAL, LLC

• Secure 24-Hour Access
•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045
10890 Buck Creek Rd.
\1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

Ryan M. Bears

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

The Highlands Barbershop

Broker

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

American
Upholstery
WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

• Residential or
Commercial
• Over 40 Years
Experience
• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

NC
Inspection
Station

828-787-2360

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Let us aean Your Home!

828-200-2437�

��I!!EQ! �
GIVE US A CALL!

We'll help bring your home back to life!

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

offers a proprietary low pressure s oft wa!h system that !nfely cleans
Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways.

Highlands Automotive

Service
&
Repair

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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•Classifieds•

FOR SALE
2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT. Extended Cab. Red with leather interior. 4600 Miles. Like new. Asking
$32,000 (st. 1/7)
WANTED
FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT
FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)
HELP WANTED
WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT
reopening for the season. Looking for dishwasher, prep cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM
shift only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or
email wom2@me.com. (st. 2/4)
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT needed
for a private country club located in Highlands, NC. The ideal candidate will assist
the CEO with a variety of tasks and be detailed oriented, have excellent communication skills, both orally and in writing, and a
vast understanding of hospitality with equal
knowledge in accounting, marketing, and

various communication methods. The position is year-round with full benefits. Send all
resumes to gm@wildcatccc.com (2/18)
OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA,
HIGHLANDS NC – $500 sign-on bonus
for Bellman, Housekeeper and Dishwasher!
Now recruiting for Bellman, Dishwasher,
Housekeeper, Turndown Attendant, F&B
Manager In Training, F&B Asst. Manager, AM
Line Cook, Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook,
Servers, Bussers, Host/Hostess, Cosmetologist, Front Desk, Night Audit, Fitness Manager,
PT Graphic Designer. Benefits offered after
90 days employment. Apply online: www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers
CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in search of a CNAs, Med Techs,
Part-time RN and an Activities Director. Send
resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 828526-5251. (st. 2/13)
SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time,

•Obituary•

Patricia Anderson Pittari
Patricia Anderson Pittari died
on January 7, 2021 in her home
on Amelia Island, FL. She is survived by her beloved husband of
64 years, John Joseph Pittari, M.D.,
and her five living children: Carolyn, John, Jeanne, Tricia, and Michael. She is preceded in death by
her eldest daughter, Mary, and her
youngest child, Natalie.
Patricia “Patsy Ann” Anderson was born on Nov. 1, 1932 in
Bronx, NY, the daughter of Catherine Kelly
and Joseph Anderson. She had two older
brothers, Joseph and George, and is survived
by a younger sister, Caryl. Patricia studied
nursing at the College of Mount Saint Vincent, graduating with highest honors in 1954.
Her concern for helping others led Patricia to
join the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
City, where she worked until her marriage to
John on May 26, 1956, at Saint Simon Stock
Church in the Bronx.
The couple moved frequently early on
but settled in Reading, PA, in 1962. They
moved to Fort Lauderdale, FL, in 1974, where
Patricia was a highly valued member of Saint
John the Baptist Catholic Church as a member
of the choir and later as a lector and Eucharistic minister. She was committed to social
causes, especially the right-to-life movement.
In the mid-1980s, she renewed her nursing
certification and volunteered at a local hospital.
In 1982 they bought a second home in

Highlands, NC, where Patricia was
a devoted member of Our Lady
of the Mountains Catholic Church
and a supporter of the Highlands
Biological Center, the Hudson
Library, and the Center for Life
Enrichment. They relocated from
Florida to Bainbridge, GA, in
1987, where Patricia was a member
of Saint Joseph Catholic Church
and a volunteer for adult literacy.
In 1996, they established their primary residence on Amelia Island, where Patricia was a parishioner in Saint Michael’s Catholic Church and was active in Respect Life and
the Theresians.
A devoted mother, grandmother, and,
most recently, great-grandmother, Patricia
loved to sing and was equally committed to
sacred music and folk songs. She was a voracious reader and book collector and travelled
frequently to expand her knowledge. Patricia
was a deeply compassionate person whose
selflessness was an integral part of who she
was and how she will be remembered by all
who encountered her generosity of spirit. In
addition to her husband and children, Patricia is survived by eight grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.
A funeral Mass was held on January 14 at
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church
in Highlands, NC, followed by the Rite of
Christian Burial at Memorial Park Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Maryknoll Sisters.

part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-2000928. (st. 3/38)
SERVICES
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)
HOME RENOVATION – Have you
stated a home renovation project during
COVID-19 and have become overwhelmed
with finding the right workers for the job?
Our crew is here to help! Contact us @
828.482.2554 or email scalyhousedesign@
gmail.com. (st. 1/7)
DON AND RON MAINTENANCE
– We pressure wash, handle electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. Property monitoring,
hauling. Free quotes. 252-933-0499 & 828349-4703. (st. 12/10)
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly &
Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/

Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 321303-• 7560. (2/28)
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs,
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides &
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing.
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
(st. 6/4)
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1 ACRE LOT in three forks 7 miles
from Highlands 706-584-0406. (st. 1/28)
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed
plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959.
(st. 7/16)
LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS.
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed.
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence.
asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050.

... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 11
Have you seen your sin and the darkness it causes you to live in? Have you
opened your heart and called out to Jesus
acknowledging your lost and helpless estate? Have you repented of your sins? If
you have, then He hears your plea and will
save your soul.
Please, don’t wait for your time is limited. Open your heart and call out to Him, for
He alone can save the soul of a sinner. He
came to those who are helpless and without
hope. Let the gospel and the message of

grace it brings fill your heart and show you
the mercy of God.
Nothing else in this world will change
your life like this good news will. Nothing
else will bring you into this eternal joy and
peace with God. It is only in Jesus Christ
and in Christ alone that you can find this
soul changing salvation.
Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from Jan.
18. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or
public officials have been used.
Jan. 18
• At noon, officers responded to a report of unauthorized use of a motor vehicle
where someone drove a vehicle that didn’t
belong to them to Georgia without returning it.
Jan. 24
• At 7:55 p.m., Wesley Bruce Pearman,
68, of Highlands, was arrested for DUI when
pulled over on N. 4th Street for driving left
of center. He was issued a $500 unsecured
bond. His trial date is Feb. 10.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Jan. 26.
Jan. 26
• At 1:09 a.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm on S. 4th Street.

• At 7:19 a.m., the dept. responded to
a structure fire on Woodland Hill Dr.
Jan. 27
• 10:11 p.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Moorewood
Circle.
Jan. 28
• At 2:51 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm on S. 4th Street.
Jan. 29
• At 5:03 a.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Center Dr.
• At 11:18 a.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Big View Dr..
Jan. 30
• At 12:01 p.m., the dept. provided
mutual aid to Cashiers FD.
Jan. 31
• At 11:17 a.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on Horse
Cove Road.
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SILVER EAGLE
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Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Highlander
Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern
highlandermountainhouse.com
33

Country Club Properties
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC

828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker
cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com
https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

13

Sotheby’s
is the top
firm in
Highlands
since 2013

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(PAC)

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com
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2

“Ace is the Place.”

6

4

10
8

33
2

5

7
40

Reeves

9

Hardware

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157
6

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
Licensed in NC and GA

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Where you want to live and play!
Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com

o 828.526.8300

13
13

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742

K-H Park

1

11

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
2

6
8

Making Deals. Making History.

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS
sales for a single broker this year closing over
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings!

Closed Wednesday

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS.
She represented 100 happy clients in closed
transactions in 2020.

5

DAV ID

BOCK

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke
the Highlands sales history by selling over a
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020.

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303

REOPENING
February 12

Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019

BUILDERS

Please call for
reservations

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net
30

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Open
Inside
&
Outside
11a-4p
5:30-til?

Bee Gleeson
Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

See you
again early
Spring!

www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S

Cashmere

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Susie deVille
Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Tom Bean
Broker Associate
828-526-6383

Christal Green
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-200-9699

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street 9

