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Phase 2 vaccine begins in Highlands
MC Health announced five more COVID deaths since Dec. 31 – now at 17

Though unexpected, NC
Governor Roy Cooper’s orders
for prioritization of vaccinations,
jumped to Phase 2 the end of last

week for anyone 65 years or older.
Highlands Cashiers CEO/
CNO Tom Neal quickly orchestrated the first vaccination initiative

for Highlands area and Cashiers
area residents.
The first COVID-19 vaccine

•See VACCINE page 4

Highlands Cross Country Team. Front row from left are Aiden Dendy, Stephen Pierson, Francisco Gooch, Leela Chrestman, Nicole Taylor, Claire Worley, Blaine Dendy. Back row from left are Coach Derek Taylor, Claire Sherwood, James
Moore, Timothy McDowell, Cayden Pierson, Isaiah Vilardo, Jim De La Cruz, Coach Blakely Moore.

Highlands takes 3rd in middle school
cross country championship
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News
Highlands boys and girls
cross country teams both took

third place at the Smokey Mountain Conference Middle School
Championship on Wednesday in
Swain County.

Athletes ran 2 miles and on
the girl’s team Claire Worley placed
5th, Claire Sherwood placed 9th,
• See CROSS COUNTRY page 4
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HCLT protects green
corridor on Highway 28
entering Highlands

Twenty-eight acres of greenspace that boarders the entrance
to Highlands from Cashiers have
been permanently conserved by
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
(HCLT). The tract lies along the
south side of Highway 64 extending from Sherwood Forest Road
nearly to Poplar Road, a distance
of a mile. This property is not only
beautifully forested but it contains
some cliff face that provides habitat for a rare salamander species.
In the fall of 2019, the Liz.
Development Corporation, the
developer of the Sherwood Forest
subdivision, conducted an online
auction where numerous lots and
one large 28-acre tract were put
up for sale. At that time, a group
of Little Bear Pen homeowners,
headed by Cantey Davis, were successful in acquiring that tract. To
insure that the 28 acres remains
undisturbed and undeveloped, the
LLC recently donated the property to the HCLT.
Highlands-Cashiers
Land
Trust helps landowners perma-

nently protect their property in
two primary ways. Often they utilize a legal tool called a conservation agreement or easement and
in this case, the landowner retains
ownership of their land but donates some or all of their development rights. Alternatively, they
sometimes accept donations of
land. Some donated lands like this
one will be conserved to protect
the green space that lines the entrance to the Town of Highlands.
Despite the challenges 2020
brought, HCLT was able to conserve 38 acres of donated lands,
accepted the transfer of four conservation easements from The
Nature Conservancy and worked
with the Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy to acquire two tracts totaling over 200
acres that will ultimately be sold to
the US Forest Service.
“All in all it was a good
year for land conservation,” said
HCLT Ex. Dir. Dr. Gary Wein,
but we have more work to do in
2021.”

M c C UL L E Y ’ S

SOLD

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in
the U.S.A.
In Highlands
242 S. 4th St. • 526-4407
and
In Cashiers
24B Canoe Point • 743-5515
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Vaccine is here; TB meeting is tonight

News•

T

onight is the January
information. Also, Macon Counmeeting of the Highty website and the Highlands
lands Town Board. It
Cashiers Hospital websites have
will be a ZOOM meeting that
the information. People who are
starts at 7 pm. The ZOOM
not internet active can call the
access information is on the
Macon County COVID-19 Vactown website. We will begin the
cination Call Center at (828) 349meeting with public comment.
2517 for assistance.
If anyone wants to make a
I do encourage all residents
public comment, or a comment
65 and older to get the vaccinafor the public hearing on the
tion during this new phase. Even
agenda, please call in advance
with the vaccination we will still
Highlands Mayor
town hall at 526-2118, or email
need to wear masks, socially disPatrick Taylor
me at mayor@highlandsnc.org.
tance and frequently wash our
We will place folks on a list so we don’t miss hands for several more months. I’m still
anyone wishing to speak.
optimistic that 2021 will be the year we turn
At the beginning of the meeting, I will the corner on this virus and go back to some
publicly thank Tom Neal and the staff of kind of normal living.
the Highlands Cashiers Hospital for their
Also, at tonight’s meeting there will be
work in quickly setting up a COVID-19 a public hearing concerning an annexation
vaccination program at the Highlands Rec- petition from a resident on Arnold Road. A
reation Center.
board decision will follow after this hearing.
Vaccinations began yesterday and will
On another note, the data collected
continue for possibly two months. I will ask from the Highland Community Plan survey
Tom to give us an update on the vaccina- is now being reviewed and discussed. The
tion program. I have been amazed at how steering committee recently met with the
quickly the vaccinations have started.
plan professionals to conduct a first review
I am reluctant to provide vaccine in- of the information. Information about the
formation in the limited space of this col- Highlands Community Plan can be accessed
umn. The newspapers have published this through the town website.
Some items at the top of the priority
Highlands Newspaper
list were short-term rentals and the enviwww.highlandsinfo.com
ronment. Many full-time residents want the
Phone: (828) 200-1371
Town Board to address the short-term rental
Email:
issue. An overall impression that I got from
the survey results is that people are very conHighlandsEditor@aol.com
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
cerned about the preservation of this unique
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse
environment and the appearance of the
Brian O’Shea
town. Many people worry that the pressure
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
for development will destroy of the beautiful
Locally owned and operated by
Highlands area.
Kim & Jim Lewicki
The folks in Cashiers are also engaged
Adobe PDF version at
in this discussion as a review of a proposed
www.HighlandsInfo.com
large-scale development in Cashiers is now
265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703,
underway. Issues such as traffic congestion
Highlands, N.C., 28•• 741
and water and sewer resources are primary
A l l R i g h t s R e s e r ve d . N o a r t i c l e s ,
concerns. Ironically, some of the most outphotos, illustrations, advertisements or despoken advocates for limited development
sign elements may be used without
are our most recent residents. It is a recurpermission from the publisher.
ring narrative, “I’m here, so now no more
development or growth, except I do want all
Letter Policy:
the amenities of the large city I fled.”
We reserve the right to reject or edit
Preservation versus progress will conletters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
tinue to be an ongoing balancing act on the
will be accepted. Views expressed are not
plateau.
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

a group of Mountaintop Rotarians gathered to split wood and delivered two cords of red oak
to the Emergency Council where it will be given to those who need wood to heat their homes
this winter. More wood splitting will be done through the winter months.

Need help staying warm?

The Highlands Emergency Council (H.E.C.) will be accepting applications from
those requesting financial help for the cost of propane gas, fuel oil, and wood.
Monday, January 25, Tuesday, January 26, Wednesday, January 27and Thursday, January 28
Please come by H.E.C. from 10 am to 2 pm located on Poplar Street (next to Wilson
Gas). Proof of income is required. No applications will be accepted after these dates.
Applications must be filled out in person; no applications will be taken over the phone.
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... VACCINE continued from page 1

rollout for those in Phase 2 was at the Highlands Recreation
Center on Wednesday, January 20, from 1 to 6 pm during
which 350 people were vaccinated with the Moderna vaccine. The vaccination clinic will continue each Wednesday
1 to 6 p.m. for the next eight weeks as long as the vaccine
continues to be available.
Those who want the vaccine have to jump through a
few hoops, but it is pretty easy.
First applicants have to register with the NC State
CVMS (COVID-19 Vaccine Management System). To begin
the registration process, applicants have to go to https://bit.
ly/highlandsvaccinepreregistration and submit their name,
email and phone number. This system is being used to track
and allocate vaccines across North Carolina.
Then, applicants get an email from the state that requires additional information to complete the registration.
Once the CVMS registration is completed, a “code” is
generated which means that appointments to receive the

vaccine can be made by emailing highlandscovidvaccine@
gmail.com. It should be noted that the “code” is not a code
of numbers, it’s a “email phrasing” that proves the applicant
is registered with the state.
Those who make an appointment to receive the vaccine are automatically given an appointment for the second
dose – usually in the same time slot as the first one but four
weeks later; Feb. 17 for those who were vaccinated on Jan.
20. A booster shot is required for the vaccine to be considered effective.
“We are planning to run the clinic every Wednesday
from 1-6 as long as we have the vaccine available for at least
the next 8 weeks,” said Neal. The call center will also assist
with registering people with the state’s Covid Vaccine Management System (CVMS). Additional vaccine sessions will
be scheduled, including an on-site location in the Cashiers
area in the near future.”
For additional assistance, e-mail: highlandscovidvac-

•Highlands Dining•
828-526-4035
Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

REOPENING
February 12

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com
Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro
wouldn’t be here today without trust,
loyalty, and the continued support of
our customers, and employees.
So we send our best wishes for the
New Year, and beyond.
We hope to see you soon!
Chef & Mindy Green

474 Main street
828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Open inside
and
Outside

(Closed Wednesdays)

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Open Daily except Wednesday
Temporary Hours
12-9p

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead
In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

cine@gmail.com or call 828-526-1310.
Applicants are encouraged to register with the North
Carolina Covid19 Vaccine Management System (CVMS) as
soon as they can which will allow them to take advantage
of future clinics or to receive the Covid19 vaccine at other
locations., said Neal.
The pre-regisration Link for CVMS: https://bit.ly/
highlandsvaccinepreregistration. The next clinic is Jan. 27.
Other Locations to obtain the Covid19 vaccine:
Macon County Public Health: 828-349-2517 and Jackson County Public Health: 828-631-HELP. (See more on
page 8.)
Neal said it took a village to make Highlands Cashiers
Vaccine Initiative to happen.
“We want to thank the growing consortium of community partners who are making this Highlands-Cashiers
Plateau Vaccine Initiative possible,” he said.
The consortium is the Town of Highlands, Jackson
• See VACCINE page 10

... CROSS COUNTRY continued
from page 1

and Cayden Pierson placed 12th. On the boy’s team; Jim
De La Cruz placed 11th and James Moore placed 12th.
Runners faced off against 8 other schools, including
Andrews, Cherokee, Hayesville, Hiawassee Dam, Martin’s
Creek, Murphy, Robbinsville, and Swain.
Highlands Coach Blakely Moore said the girls had
their best race of the season.
“Claire Worely and Cayden Pierson ran great races
that were very consistent with their training and previous
performances throughout the year,” said Moore. “Claire
Sherwood and Nicole Taylor exceeded our expectations.
They were much further up in the pack than they have
been in other meets and ran amazing races. Leela Chrestman has consistently improved throughout the season and
showed that yesterday as she was significantly faster than in
other competitions.”
Moore added that the boys did not have their best
performance compared to other competitions. Timmy McDowell, one of Highlands’ top runners had surgery over
the Christmas break, which impacted his performance.
She said the other boys fatigued quickly from not
training enough over the break. However, Jim De La Cruz,
Blaine Dendy, and Francisco Gooch had their best performances of the season.
De La Cruz was Highlands’ top team runner at
Wednesday’s meet for the first time this season, Dendy had
an almost 4-minute PR, and Moore said Gooch was further
up in the pack than he has been at previous meets.
“The other boys ran well, it just wasn’t a stand out
performance in comparison to other competitions,” said
Moore. “Derek (Taylor) and I were both very happy with
how close together our runners were. Many of them finished within a few seconds of one another. This consistency was key to our team score.”
Highlands Coach Derek Taylor said he thought the
runners did a great job.
“The girls were actually tied for second and were
third because the tiebreaker goes to the displacer and we
• See CROSS COUNTRY page 5
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... CROSS COUNTRY continued from page 4

Now Booking Local Specials
Through April 1, 2021 | Sunday - Thursday

Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $165
Overnight Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s
145 50-Minute Spa Treatments | $20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

$

Teams running the 2-mile stretch in Swain County.

didn’t have enough girls for a displacer,”
said Taylor. “Everyone’s performance had
improved for the year and we had five all
conference runners, and I’m pretty sure the
boys were undefeated during the season.
The season was long, but we are the only
sport so far to have finished our season.”
All-conference runners include Claire
Worley, Claire Sherwood, Cayden Pierson,
James Moore and Jim De La Cruz.
The season was long because of the
adjusted calendar due to COVID-19.
“COVID changed everything,” said
Moore. “We would have been done with
the season in October if not for the new
COVID sports calendar. This pushed us
into cold winter months. The kids frequently trained in subzero temperatures,
throwing snowballs at one another in between reps.”
Athletes were required to wear masks
anytime they were not actively running and
practice social distancing, which was particularly challenging on long bus rides to
competitions, said Moore.
Several of Highlands’ runners also
had quarantines throughout the season,
missing weeks of practices and competitions at a time.
While COVID may have complicated
the season, Moore said she’s proud of the
athletes for staying focused throughout the
extended season, running in the cold, and
doing their part to social distance.
“We were very happy with the season

and proud of our athletes,” she said. “We
constantly adapted to new schedules, quarantines, new social distancing, and mask
wearing protocol. Somehow it all came together, we were able to finish our season
and saw significant improvement in each
athlete throughout the year.”
Moore added that running was a great
outlet for middle schoolers who missed so
much in the spring because of the pandemic, and the team has already begun planning
for track season.
“Everyone was content with third
place but hope to improve this placement
next year,” she said. “The athletes were already making plans and setting goals for
track season on the bus ride back!”

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns Boutique
For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove

SLOW Internet?
NO Internet?
Help your community get better

Internet issues?

Help ind the gaps in your area that
need better high-speed access.
Visit ncbroadband.gov or text
“internet” to 919-750-0553
to complete the survey.
Highlands Leela Chrestman going head to head
with a Hiwassee Dam runner sprinting for the
finish line

*standard text messaging rates will apply
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•Investing at

B
The revisioning of the Performing
Arts Center takes a crucial step

Nancy Harrison, PAC President signing the Architect’s contract for the
renovations and restructuring of the Performing Arts Center on Chestnut
Street. Also shown, left is Wade Coleman, Building Committee Chairman
and Jim Ward, PAC Board Member and Construction Owner’s Representative. “We continue working on the final planning for the site,” said PAC
Director Mary Adair Trumbly.. “The construction will begin June 2021 and
the target date for completion of the building is June 2022.

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

4,118 Ft.•

Know the signs of potential issues
when purchasing a home

uying real estate is an endeavor. Key steps in the
process include getting to
know the area and the market,
solidifying a budget, and understanding priorities prior to starting
a property search. While selecting a home may sound easy in
theory, in practice it can be quite
daunting. Once the ideal home is
found the real work begins. Understanding potential issues and
recognizing red flags is helpful. A
REALTOR® is an invaluable asset thought this process, helping
ensure a solid investment is made.
Signs of potential issues in a
home are many and varied. Additionally, these signs may not be
glaringly obvious. After all, homes
that are listed for sale are typically dressed to impress. As such, a
fresh coat of paint could be hiding water damage. Likewise, a floral smell could be hiding the scent
of mold and mildew. It is possible

Lynn Kimball
Broker
Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services
Meadows Mountain Realty

that a sparkly appearance could
be masking issues or symptoms
of issues. Be on the lookout for
the signs and avoid purchasing a
money pit.
What are some common
signs of bigger issues? As men-

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The Firewood Company

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com•www.firewoodcompany.net
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

tioned before, fresh paint and
fresh scents can be hiding issues.
Additionally, furniture can be
hiding issues with the flooring
underneath. This operative word
here is “can”. Not every paint job,
scented candle, or armoire is hiding something. However, paint
on wood trim can be covering
healthy wood or rotted or waterdamaged wood. A bulky dresser
could be hiding a stained or torn
carpet, and potpourri could be
hiding cigarette smoke or mustiness. A buyer should always take
off the rose colored glasses and
try to see a home at face value.
Any suspicions should always be
noted.
Every home purchase should
have a Home Inspection. This
means that a home inspector will
conduct an inspection and deliver
a list of issues. It is important to
realize that every inspection will
reveal issues but not every inspection reveals big issues. It is critical
that homebuyers understand the
overall health and condition of a
home prior to closing day. While
your REALTOR® will ensure
that a home inspection is done,
but it never hurts to have a general awareness as the buyer.
• Lynn Kimball has over 48 years
of real estate experience, with over 35
years serving the Highlands Cashiers
area. She has gained Emeritus Status
with the National Association of Realtors and previously served as a Director
and Vice President for the Highlands
Cashiers Board of Realtors. Whether
you are interested in searching properties or comprehensive information about
our area, you are invited to visit her
user friendly website at www.signatureproperties-nc.com. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices BHHS Meadows
Mountain Realty has three locations:
488 Main Street in Highlands, 132
Hwy 107S in Cashiers or visit Lynn
at her 2334 Cashiers Road location in
Highlands across from Highlands Falls
Country Club. Lynn Kimball may be
reached at 828-421-8193 or by email
at Lynn@bhhsmmr.com
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Macon County Public Health COVID-19 Vaccination Registration Updates
Macon County Public Health is
now registering individuals to receive the
COVD-19 vaccination at two Call Centers
as well as online. The options are as follows:
Option 1: Individuals may access a

web link on the right side of the Macon
County homepage at maconnc.org and
complete the form to include their last
name, first name and email address.
Once this information is submitted,

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions
Walk-ins Welcome!
Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt
and Cali Smolarsky
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Macon County Public Health will be able to
upload the information into the state COVID-19 Vaccination Management System
(CVMS).
After CVMS receives the submission,
an email will be sent to the address provided
allowing the individual to complete the registration process and set-up their password.
Following confirmation that their registration is complete and their phase confirmed,
individuals may call 828-349-2517, Option 2
to schedule their appointment once we begin vaccinating their eligible phase/group.
Option 2: Individuals may call 828349-2517, Option 2 and speak with a representative who will get them registered in
the state COVID-19 Vaccination Management System (CVMS) after completion of
a brief questionnaire. Once the registration
has been completed, an appointment will be
scheduled. No additional steps are needed.
Option 3: Individuals may call 828524-1500 and speak with a representative
who will get them registered in the state
COVID-19 Vaccination Management System (CVMS) after completion of a brief
questionnaire. Once the registration has

been completed, an appointment will be
scheduled. No additional steps are needed.
Call Centers are operating 8am – 5pm
Monday through Friday. As of this week,
NC DHHS transitioned from vaccination
phases to groups. In accordance with NC
DHHS’s Vaccination Plan, Macon County
is currently providing vaccinations to individuals in Group 2, individuals 65 and older
regardless of health status. An updated
graphic has been provided with this release.
The entire state of North Carolina is
under a “Safer at Home” executive order,
currently under phase three with masks
required to be worn when social distancing cannot be maintained. Older adults and
people of any age who have serious underlying medical conditions might be at higher
risk for severe illness from COVID-19;
however, anyone of any age can become
infected with this illness.
Therefore, we ask that community
members strictly follow the governor’s orders and continue to practice social distancing, as well as safe hygiene measures such
as hand washing and frequently cleaning
touched objects and surfaces.

Area ‘Trail Trimmers’ are hard at it

Andrea is top 12%
Real Estate Brokers in 2019.
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is
the top selling firm in Highlands
since 2013 as per HCMLS Navica.

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175 Offered for $1,950,000

3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished
622 Whiteside Mountain Road
Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742 o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Lunch

Highlands Trail Trimmers – a Highlands group dedicated to keeping area trails passable –
worked hard recently along a Chattooga River trail.

Closed for a week ... Reopening Friday Jan. 15

Thurs. - Mon.
11a to 3p

I’m baaaaaack!

Dinner

Thurs. - Sat.
5p until

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”
Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands
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•Financial Matters•

2020: An Incredibly Strange Year in Review

H

ello Highlands, I
the economy, it’s going to have
hope you had a great
an effect and we’ve seen it as
holiday celebration to
asset prices rose in 2020 and so
cap off one of the strangest
far, have continued into 2021.
years ever.
At the same time, we’ve
I’m writing this on the afseen interest rates at neverternoon of January 6, 2021, as
before-seen lows, which has
the “alternate reality” of U.S.
also acted as stimulus. Home
politics and the rise in marsales and housing starts have
kets continues. Right now, our
exploded as more people are
Congress is debating whether
able to afford a home (if they’re
to accept the votes of the
working) and because millions
Electors in Arizona. Thouare working from home - along
sands of pro-Trump protes- Michael P Henderson, with taxes, quarantines, and
CFP® CKA®
tors have descended on DC
civil unrest - a migration out of
Founder/Wealth Advisor
and are standing on the steps
American cities to the suburbs
of the Capitol. The GOP has mostly lost is occurring, too. The “millennials” many
control of the government, Covid 19 is still never thought would leave home, have
ramping up and the vaccine rollout has been decided to start families, and move to the
slow so far. Yet the S&P 500 is up 1.2% and burbs.
the Dow is up nearly 2% just TODAY! For
So, what about moving forward? First,
2020, the S&P 500 was up 16.11% and the it appears the Dems are going to be in comDow 30 Industrials Average was up 7.69% plete control of the Executive and Legis(not including dividends for either). This lative branches of government and the
after a 35% plunge in February and March markets are betting on big spending bills
of 2020 which was the fastest 35% drop in including infrastructure and more stimulus.
history - and was followed by the fastest re- This is why we’re seeing this unrelenting
covery in history!
move up right now. Also, the adoption of
2020 saw violent protests and anarchy technology has been accelerated by at least
in parts of the U.S., lockdowns, and a re- five years during this pandemic and tech
duction in the size of our economy by over stocks have benefited. However, most of
30% in the 2nd quarter (on an annual ba- this has been the growth of the FAANG
sis). Record high employment followed by stocks, Facebook, Apple, Amazon, Netflix,
massive layoffs and unemployment. Huge Google plus Alphabet, Tesla and Microsoft.
numbers of people moving from Califor- While the bull market was somewhat broad,
nia and the Northeast to Texas and Florida, 200+ of the 500 stocks in the S&P 500 finalong with corporations like Schwab, Tesla, ished negative for the year. Market particiOracle. The most divided government pants are simply betting on more stimulus,
since perhaps the Civil War, and many of the vaccine and full employment. I think it’s
our friends and loved ones stricken by a vi- likely we see much of that. But the dollar is
rus that didn’t exist two years ago.
losing value, Bitcoin is on a tear and it’s posAs I’ve said to many of you, if you had sible we see structural changes in the curtold me in February we would be here, I rency markets where other types of money
would have never believed you.
may challenge the U.S. as the dominant reIn this incredibly strange time, what is serve currency in the world. And, with all
going on? The short answer is the Federal the printing of money our Fed is doing, it’s
Reserve. If you recall in 2008, our govern- probable we’ll see inflation return in a bigment nearly choked to death over providing ger way in 2021.
$780 billion in stimulus to re-capitalize the
How do we proceed? With caution,
banks. According to Forbes, as of October but fully invested. This time last year, the
18th, the government has provided close to stock market was lower, corporate profits
$4 trillion in stimulus and spent a total of were higher, and many experts thought the
$6.5 trillion in 2020* (this doesn’t include market was overpriced. If it was then, it certhe most recent spending that occurred tainly is now. Profits will need to catch up
over the holidays). When the Central Bank for stock prices to remain at these levels. All
of the U.S. pumps this kind of liquidity into the best in 2021.

Highlander Mountain House &
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
270 Main St, Highlands • (828) 526-2590

WINTER SPECIALS
Wed.- Fri. Happy Hour 5-7p
$8 Wines and $5 Draft Beers
•
LOCALS DINE AT 20% OFF Final Bill
(Wed.- Sun. / January-March)
•
Come Join Us for Breakfast
Wed.- Sun. at 8-10:30a
Can’t stay? We have “On the Run” Options
•
Weekly Winter Lunch & Dinner Specials
Starting at the end of January...Join us for BlueGrass Brunch

Dr. Buchanan of the

Center for Plastic Surgery
Again Voted One of
America’s Best Physicians
Call 828-526-3783

for an Appointment
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com
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•Past & Present•

A

nyone recalling Daniel Defoe’s A
Journal of the Plague Year (1665)
surely would be struck by similarities between that year and our current
one, the wealthy fleeing cities and buying
up pricey properties in exclusive neighborhoods in a frantic bid for safety, the poor
condemned to the most unsafe yet critical jobs of all, namely caring for the old

Journal of a Plagued Year (2020)

and sick, hauling the dead
navirus has an immunizing
to overflowing morgues for
feature. While Defoe walked
cremation, cleaning our hospast plague victims screampitals and homes, guarding
ing inside their pitiful row
us, stocking essential suphouses while a watchman
plies and standing behind
stood guard lest they come
plastic shields as if they ofout, saw a madman run nafered much protection, then
ked and throw himself into
returning to lodgings they
the Thames while he casually
might soon lose all the while
bought eggs and butter for his
family on the bankside, and
COREY JAMES GALLERY waiting for some deliverance.
Yet we additionally undodged a dead cart careening
& Estate Consignments
derstand the powerlessness
out of control down Alderand
ineptitude
of
governgate Road, scattering bodies
Yard Art Open
ment and the grudging reas the driver desperately tried
Milton Ready
for outside pickup & delivery lief it sometimes delivers.
to grasp reins fallen from his
Wouldn’t you like to veto them?
hands, most of us go about our daily lives as
Finally, as in 1665, there is the anticiif there is little wrong at all, some even upset
pated joy of liberation, as if we finally will
that their liberties and freedoms somehow
be free of all this and enjoy the Renaissance
have been infringed, the extent of our outthat is sure to come. Sadly, our historical
rage. There is no one coming down Main
memory will be as short and aberrant as this
Street with a shrill siren yelling “Bring out
plagued year.
your dead” or a policeman painting a red X
Like Defoe, most of us act as spellon your door.
bound witnesses to this plague, watching
Unlike previous plagues, the horrific
the rising numbers of those dying, taken ill,
effects of covid are felt and seen by only a
hospitalized, and, occasionally, someone we
few, mainly those working in hospitals and
know personally who has covid, a new word
nursing homes. Most of us only observe
(828) 526-4818
we all have learned.
stores shuttered, those masked or not, and
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
Yet unlike previous plagues, this corooccasional inconveniences of spot shortages or our favorite venues closed.
We’re largely isolated from covid’s
worst effects. Yet now and then a harried,
tearful, and perhaps terrified doctor or
nurse gives us a window into the true nature
a residential retirement community on a quiet
of this plague if allowed to go unchecked.
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Covid might even resemble an avenging
angel who begins in large, densely packed
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
cities, doesn’t look all that bad at first, then
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.
breaks out into suburbs and finally surges
everywhere even in Macon County.
If physically most remain unaffected,
then socially that is not the case. Some Midwesterners have bragged that it was urban
populations, cities like New York and San
Francisco with their crowded tenements of
minorities and immigrants that justifiably

Chestnut Hill,

were feeling the shock of the pandemic as
if they somehow deserved it.
In 1665, they cursed London. Midwesterners had no time or patience for
masks, lockdowns, or Anthony Fauci, all
unnecessary since they somehow were not
like “the others.” Most had few if any cases,
a situation now reversed. That avenging angel again.
Then, too, everything from masks to
church attendance became divisive and politicized. Who wore them? Why? We reflexively feared and hated strangers even as we
became one. Did effete city-dwellers don
masks while bearded, cud-chewing, macho,
Harley-Davidson types shun them even as
they came together in Sturgis, South Dakota, for their annual biker rally held “no
matter what.” Was it an urban/rural divide
further deepened by a virus? Or the boorish Romanesque luxury of living in Mar-aLago or San Francisco and golfing or partying while thousands died daily? Or class
divisions and resentments exacerbated by
growing inequalities of wealth, opportunity,
and risk? Or just a form of tribalism accentuated by a pandemic? Does it matter?
You could make a film of this plagued
year, but we already have. It’s called the evening news, a daily compilation of chaos and
disaster where we’re all seemingly headed.
Why worry about marauding zombies,
George Clooney roaming an apocalyptic
landscape, or some vague conspiracy to
take over the White House and government
when everyday life is a documentary for disaster?
If you read Albert Camus’s La Peste,
ostensibly an existentialist classic about how
helpless and powerless ordinary people are
in the face of a plague, then you’ll understand that this pandemic has cremated faith
in some of our most basic institutions,
namely government, religion, education,
sports, and in something called America. Be
assured none will be the same if ever afterward.

... VACCINE continued from page 4

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

County, Highlands-Cashiers Health Foundation, Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, Highlands Rotary, Rotary Club of Cashiers Valley, Highlands Pharmacy, the Community
Cares Clinic, the Blue Ridge Free Dental
Clinic and Macon County EMS.
Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor said full
credit has to be given to Tom Neal and the
hospital staff for making this vaccine clinic
a reality in a such short period of time.
Neal said he only learned that he had
enough vaccine and that the phase had

moved into Phase 2 Thursday night of last
week.
“I am amazed at how fast Tom has setup the vaccination clinic now that the hospital has access to the Moderna vaccine,” said
Taylor. “There may be some unanticipated
problems with this first rollout of the clinic.
But, I know Tom and his staff can quickly
address and correct any problems that may
arise.
– Kim Lewicki

•Spiritually Speaking •
Out of the mouths of babes

By Gary Hewins
Sr. Pastor, Community Bilble Church
have a new granddaughter. There is a dynamic going
on between her and me that is somewhat different
than what I remember happening with my on babies
decades ago. I think I am different now. I am sure of it;
I am different now. I can sing to her and giggle with her
and I find it incredibly medicinal. There is something about
the way she mimics my goofy expressions, that to me, is
therapeutic. She has a way of captivating my attention. She
seems taken by my singing voice. She seems to be trying
to move her lips into positions to say a word. She’s ready
for that, but she has no idea what words are yet. She is
fascinating.
My latest granddaughter is very special to me because
of who she is and who she is becoming. I also think that
her “adorableness” is only accentuated by the backdrop
of all that I see happening in this cultural moment. Little
babies can provide a perspective almost extinct in our culture. She is the embodiment of promise and hope. She is
innocent and content with so little. She just wants love and
affection and to be alive. She knows the security of a hug
and the safety of deep familiar voice. She only knows to
be brimming with curiosity and adventure. Is there more?
I see grown men and women acting so childish on
the news and I see my granddaughter being so childlike.
Christ likes children. He wanted them around. Jesus was
a big proponent of being childlike and a big adversary of
being childish. He knows that children can teach us a lot.
He knows that we are His children, and we represent Him
and should do so with joy.
Maybe you and I could benefit more from being childlike. Maybe the violence and the divisiveness will still be
there if we were to schedule in childlike time in our days.
Life can be too serious too often. You and I can only do so
much. You and I can only change others and circumstances
so much. When was the last time you laughed so hard you
cried? When was the last time you played with toys? When
was the last time you were captivated by something God
created?
The time has come, and now is, where boundaries
have to be placed on influencers in the world. People, I
don’t care who they are, are no longer going to be allowed
to affect my demeanor and priorities without my permission. God placed an adorable little baby in my arms to remind me that He is in control, He is sovereign, He has
battles He is fighting, He is Lord, He is our rest and peace,
and He knows our frustration. He has also placed limits on
ridiculousness, and I wouldn’t mess with Him too much.
The Bible says a lot of things, but this little nugget seems
right for me lately:
Through the praise of children and infants you have
established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence
the foe and the avenger. Psalm 8:2
God uses the vocal praises of babies to thwart the
movement of enemies. Who am I to question that? I know
of one baby in my life that has put a stop to my whining.
Maybe babies are all God needs to get the world straightened out. After all He was born in a manger, right? Acting
like babies doesn’t seem to be working. I wonder what God
is up to?
I encourage you to take a childlike break today. Too
much intensity!

I
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Proverbs 3:5

• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks
required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional)
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,
Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY
VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m.
Wed: Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

John 3:16

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship:11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the
Shortoff Baptist Church.
Worship times are on the 1st & 2nd Sundays
Morning Worship 9AM • Evening Worship 5PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:30 PM
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allowable capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing.
9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
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Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Bill Barber
Homes

Robbin Brophy

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300
We have a special knack for
keeping your taxes on track

• Tax return preparation for small
businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and
bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation
367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com
robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza
Tree Expert

Quality Tree Care
& Removal •16+ years

(828)
226-9696

Billingsley
Turf Management
and Landscaping
For all of your
turf and landscaping projects,

Call 828-526-2258

,:.

VIVA WELLNESS
526-1566

CBD � HEALS

209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets
upstairs across from Town Hall.

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness
Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• CBD cream and balm
Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule
Whole Body Vibration

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East

Whiteside Cove
Cottages
828-200-9217

5 new log cabins
nestled in the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Fully Insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com
We a c c ep t a ll c re d i t c a rd s

F IRE WO O D F OR S A L E

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$17 for Black/White
$22 for Color

Call 828-200-1371 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair
• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured
Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites
• Hauling
• Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson

Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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Chestnut
Storage
Storage Units Available

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT
RENTAL, LLC

• Secure 24-Hour Access
•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms
Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045
10890 Buck Creek Rd.
\1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

Ryan M. Bears

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

The Highlands Barbershop

Broker

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

American
Upholstery
WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

• Residential or
Commercial
• Over 40 Years
Experience
• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Pick-up and
Delivery

NC
Inspection
Station

828-787-2360

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

Let us aean Your Home!

828-200-2437�

��I!!EQ! �
GIVE US A CALL!

We'll help bring your home back to life!

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

offers a proprietary low pressure s oft wa!h system that !nfely cleans
Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways.

Highlands Automotive

Service
&
Repair

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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•Classifieds•

FOR SALE
2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT. Extended
Cab. Red with leather interior. 4600 Miles. Like new. Asking
$32,000 (st. 1/7)
WANTED
FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)
HELP WANTED

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGHLANDS
NC – $500 sign-on bonus for Housekeeping and Dishwashing! Now recruiting for Dishwashers, Housekeepers,
Turndown Attendants, Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook,
Servers, Bussers, Host/Hostess, Reservation Specialist,
Spa Concierge, Front Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness
Manager, PT Graphic Designer. Benefits offered after 90
days employment. Apply online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/
careers
CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE ASSISTED
LIVING COMMUNITY in search of a CNAs, Med Techs
and an Activities Director. Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com
or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13)

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full
time, part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38)
SERVICES
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to
my clients. Stop paying agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)
HAVE YOU STARTED A HOME RENOVATION
PROJECT DURING COVID-19 AND HAVE BECOME
OVERWHELMED WITH FINDING THE RIGHT
WORKERS FOR THE PROJECT? Our crew is here to help!
Contact us @ 828-482-2554 or email us @ scalyhousedesign@
gmail.com.
DON AND RON MAINTENANCE – We pressure
wash, handle electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. Property
monitoring, hauling. Free quotes. 252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703.
(st. 12/10)
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. Specializing
in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed &
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-• 7560. (2/28)
EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER – CNA trained. Cook,

Clean, Errands, Personal care. Dog Walker. Excellent references. Covid immune. Computer literate. Call 828-200-4965.
(st. 11/24)
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing.
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4)
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus bonus room with
2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959.
(st. 7/16)
LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2
residence. asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050.
SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD behind
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property. 843-460-8015.
(st. 5/30)
2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER CLEAR CREEK.
1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5)

•Business/Organization News•
sembled and installed the book-sharing houses, but this
project would not have happened without generous grants
to purchase each of the Little Libraries by Hudson Library
Trustees Marsha Moxley and Helene and Ricky Siegel, and
the Rotary Club of Highlands. Little Free Library.org is a
nonprofit that builds community, inspires readers, and expands book access for all through a global network of volunteer-led little libraries.

Residents and visitors to Highlands are encouraged to
use all the Little Free Libraries, and although the motto is
“Take a Book, Share a Book” everyone is encouraged to
just take a book when they pass by, and hopefully share
with others after reading. More information about Little
Free Libraries and a map of their locations, both locally
and around the world, can be found online at www.littlefreelibrary.org/

•Police & Fire Reports•
From left: Lester Norris, Highlands Recreation Director; Marsha Moxley, HL Trustee; Andy Chmar, HL Board President

Little Free Libraries are
sprouting all over
Highlands
The Trustees of the Hudson Library of Highlands announce the recent installation and dedication of three Little
Free Libraries located in and around Highlands, including
at the Literacy Council/Highlands Plaza; Community Care
Clinic/Zachery Park; and, Highlands Recreation Park.
By offering a variety of free books to anyone visiting these libraries, they serve to further the Board’s mission
“To make available to everyone the recorded knowledge of
civilization and thus promote and encourage the free flow
of information, the enjoyment of reading, and an appreciation of the challenge of ideas.”
They join other Highlands Little Free Libraries already
located at Founder’s Park, Highlands Biological Station,
and the Recreation Park’s playground.
Members of the Hudson Library Board ordered, as-

Highlands Police entries from Dec. 31. Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or public officials have been used.
Dec. 31
• At 5:26 p.m., Luis Guillermo Cruz, Jr. 21, of Waynesville, NC, was arrested for DUI and driving without a
license. He was issued at $1,500 unsecured bond. His
trial date is Feb. 24.
Jan. 7
• At 10:14 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident on NC 28 south near Shelby Circle.
Jan. 8
• At 8:10 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident on NC 28 south at Many Road.
Jan. 11
• At 10:23 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident on Lower Brushy Face Road.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Jan.
13.
Jan. 13
• At 2:39 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance
on the Cashiers Road.
Jan 14

• At 9:40 a.m., the dept. investigated the cause of
smoke on NC 106.
• At 10:26 a.m., the dept. provided public assistance
on Big Bear Pen Road.
Jan. 16
• At 11:14 a.m., the dept. investigated the cause of
smoke on View Point Road.
• At 12:39 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Queen Mountain Road.
• At 2:46 p.m., the dept. was called about a motor
vehicle accident on US 64 west but it was unfounded.
• At 3:05 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance
on Lower Lake Road.
Jan. 17
• At 7:54 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Queen Mountain Road.
Jan. 18
• At 9:44 a.m., and again at 10:20 a.m., the dept.
responded to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Highgate
Drive.
• At 9:26 p.m. , the dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.
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SILVER EAGLE

11

3

2

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Top 12%
of
Brokers
in 2019

Highlander
Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern
highlandermountainhouse.com
33

Country Club Properties
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC

828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Suzanne McDavid
Broker
cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com
https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

13

Sotheby’s
is the top
firm in
Highlands
since 2013

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(PAC)

Mitzi Rauers, Broker
404-218-9123

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

12

2

“Ace is the Place.”

6

4

10
8

33
2

5

7
40

Reeves

9

Hardware

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157
6

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
Licensed in NC and GA

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Where you want to live and play!
Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com

o 828.526.8300

13
13

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742

K-H Park

1

11

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
2

Top Producers for 15 Years

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

6

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

Pat Allen

8

Broker-in-charge
Cell: 828-200-9179
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com
Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
5

Over $100,000,000 SOLD IN 2020! (per the HCMLS)

DAV ID

BOCK

Making Deals. Making History.
Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS
sales for a single broker this year closing over
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings!

Closed Wednesday

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS.
She represented 100 happy clients in closed
transactions in 2020.

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke
the Highlands sales history by selling over a
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020.

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303

REOPENING
February 12

Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019

BUILDERS

Please call for
reservations

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net
30

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Open
Inside
&
Outside
11a-4p
5:30-til?

Bee Gleeson
Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

See you
again early
Spring!

www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S

Cashmere

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Susie deVille
Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Tom Bean
Broker Associate
828-526-6383

Christal Green
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.
828-200-9699

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street 9

