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Pictured from left at the Fire Department ground breaking Friday, Jan. 19 are Ryan Bryson with Brysons Grading, 
Goosie Kennedy with DR Reynolds, firefighter Gary Ammons, firefighter Jeff Burnette, 2nd LT Lenny Metrick, Danny 
Kilby with DR Reynolds, Fire Chief Ryan Gearhart, Mayor Pat Taylor, Town Manager Josh Ward, Town Commisioner 
Buzz Dotson and Bob Rawson with DR Reynolds. 				              – Photo by Kim Lewicki

It’s taken a few years to or-
chestrate but work will begin on 
the new Fire & Rescue Dept. to be 
located on the old deVille property 
on US 64 west in the next couple 
of  weeks; it’s expected to be com-
pleted in about 14 months – in 
June 2022.

A necessary pre-requisite for 
the endeavor was approval by the 
Local Government Commission 

whose OK officially came Jan. 5; 
BB&T closed on the loan Jan. 8.

On Friday, Jan. 19, town staff, 
commissioners and those whose 
task it is to construct the building 
gathered for the ground-breaking.

The $8.5 million loan through 
BB&T for the land and the build-
ing – $1.5 million for the land and 
$7 million for the building – is for 
20 years. The first payment of  

$658,750 is due June 20, 2022 with 
the loan being paid entirely from 
Highlands fire tax revenues. The 
fire tax is part of  the ad valorem 
property tax from the properties 
within the Highlands Fire District.  

“We are excited to get this 
project started,” said Mayor Pat 
Taylor. “This will serve this com-
munity for years to come. It will 

Fire Dept. construction set to begin

• See FIRE DEPT. page 5

By Brittney Lofthouse
This week, both Clay Coun-

ty Schools announced students 
will be transitioning to virtual 
learning and Swain County 
Schools announced an additional 
week of  virtual learning due to 
inadequate staffing levels within 
both systems due to positive CO-
VID19 cases or quarantines due 
to exposures. 

Monday night Macon Coun-
ty Superintendent Dr. Chris Bald-
win told members of  the Macon 
County Board of  Education that 
Macon County schools are at risk 
of  having to do the same thing. 

“One of  the concerns we 
have because of  the current 
numbers are at Macon Middle 
School and MVI because those 
schools are struggling to find 
substitutes,” said Dr. Baldwin.

As of  Monday night’s BOE 
meeting, there were 22 staff  
members and 158 students out 
due to quarantine or positive 
COVID19 test results. High-

MC Schools 
might go 

virtual

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St.  • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

Information allegedly ob-
tained during the Closed Session 
of  the December Town Board 

meeting, which was later released 
and misrepresented to an “out-
side” interested party, was the sub-

ject of  the January Town Board 
Closed Session meeting.

Confidentiality of Town Board 
Closed Session was compromised

Landslide 
closes 

Chowan 
Road

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

In the next two weeks, work 
is expected to begin to fix the 
landslide issue along Chowan 
Road where it meets US 64 west.

Chowan Road has been 
closed since Christmas Eve after 
a landslide occurred when a tree 
uprooted by saturated ground and 
high winds spilled boulders and 
knocked down power lines as it 
careened onto US 64.

“Due to the slide, the road is 
not safe for vehicular traffic,” said 
Highlands Public Works Director 
Lamar Nix regarding Chowan’s 
closure. “The road structure was 
compromised by the event.”

Nix said the plan is to con-
struct a soil nail wall similar with 
the successful design used seven 
years ago on an adjacent area 
along Chowan Road. Soil nail 
walls are used as a land stabiliza-
tion technique by drilling holes 
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John Deering Roberts, 78, of  Highlands, NC and formerly 
of  Savannah, GA, died of  COVID peacefully in his wife’s arms 
on January 21, 2021. 

He was a graduate of  Sewanee Military Academy, past Presi-
dent of  the Savannah Exchange Club, a member of  the Sons of  
the Confederacy and a loving husband, father, and grandfather. 
He was a Lay Eucharistic Minister at Christ Church Savannah.

He is survived by his wife of  over 42 years, Barbara C. Rob-
erts; sons John Jr. (Janice), Marion Smith III (Caroline); daughters 
Nancy C. Keck (Matt), Rawson S. (Charlie); Grandchildren, JD 
Roberts (Heidi), Hart Roberts, Mayes Keck and Margaret smith.

Final arrangements will be made at a later date. 
In lieu of  flowers, memorials can be made to Cashiers High-

lands Humane Society, PO Box 638, Cashiers, NC 28717 or the charity of  your choice. 

John Deering Roberts

•Vaccine Update•
According to H-C Hospital CEO/CNO Tom Neal, vaccination clinics set for each 

Wednesday over the next eight weeks will take place only if  the Moderna vaccine comes 
through. He said it is a hit and miss situation at this point and he often doesn’t know if  
he will have the vaccine until the last minute. 

Last Sunday, Neal was able to orchestrate a Pfizer vaccine clinic because he surpris-
ingly got that, but he doesn’t expect to get any more.

Meanwhile, people are encouraged to register with the NC State CVMS (COVID-19 
Vaccine Management System) at https://bit.ly/highlandsvaccinepreregistration so they can 
get a vaccination appointment. For assistance, e-mail: highlandscovidvaccine@gmail.com 
or call 828-526-1310.

Neal said to remember that between the time of  getting the first shot and getting the 
required second shot pepeople can still contract the virus so continuing ro wear a mask and 
practicing the three Ws is still necessary.

I have two important updates 
this week. Both will impact 
our community in the com-

ing weeks.
The Highlands/Cashiers 

Community Vaccination Clinic 
is a great success. On Sunday 
about 480 people were vacci-
nated. The clinic is a model for 
how volunteers and nonprofit 
groups can work together to 
provide a critical service for the 
community.

Tom Neal, the clinic orga-
nizer, and the volunteers were 
ready to vaccinate even more people yester-
day. But, the clinic was closed because no 
vaccine was available. There appears to be 
a severe shortage of  vaccine across the na-
tion. While we have the system to put vac-
cine in arms as soon as it arrives, this supply 
shortage prevents us from doing so. Macon 
and Jackson County are dependent on vac-
cine allocations from the state.

I worry that our counties, as well as all 
of  Western Carolina, may not be getting a 
full allocation of  vaccine. There are some 
accounts that a higher portion of  vaccine is 
being diverted to larger metropolitan areas. 
There may be a misperception that the out-
lying counties in Western Carolina simply 
don’t have the systems in place to vaccinate 

people. Our community clinic 
has demonstrated that is not nec-
essarily the case.

If  you share my concern, 
please call the governor’s office 
at (912) 814-2000 and let your 
concern be known, that equitable 
allotments of  vaccine should be 
sent to the counties and pro-
grams of  Western Carolina. The 
governor can also be contacted 
by entering on a search engine: 
governor.nc.gov .

Despite these vaccine short-
ages, registration for vaccinations 

will continue. An appointment list is being 
maintained, and as vaccine becomes available 
people on the list will be notified when to 
come to the clinic for vaccination.

The other big update concerns the pav-
ing of  Main Street by NCDOT. Our town 
manager, town engineer and I met with DOT 
engineers and the paving contractor last Fri-
day afternoon. The group actually walked 
Main Street to examine paving issues.

The contractor and DOT are develop-
ing a schedule for starting the downtown 
paving which will take approximately two 
weeks. The projected start date is sometime 
around the middle of  March. A specific time-
frame should be coming soon, and we will 
notify everyone, especially the downtown 
merchants, as soon as possible.

DOT and the contractor plan to do 
the paving downtown as fast as possible. 
They will maintain a round the clock work 
schedule. At night the contractor will oper-
ate a huge milling machine to remove the top 
1 1/2 inch of  paving. It will be very noisy 
and generate a substantial amount of  dust. 
It is a tradeoff. If  the milling machine was 
operating during the day, visitors would be 
encountering not only noise, but also large 
clouds of  dusts. The milling machine will 
shutdown in the early morning hours, and 
paving equipment will come in and resurface 
the freshly milled section. During the paving, 
one side of  the street will be closed for pav-
ing. The other side will remain open for two 
way traffic, so the downtown will never be 
completely closed to traffic. The contractor 
believes this plan will reduce in half  the time 
for paving the downtown area.

Once the downtown paving is complete, 
paving of  US 64 to Buck Creek will begin, as 
well as paving NC 28 to Clear Creek. These 
two projects will go into the summer months.

We will keep everyone up to date, but 
plan on disruptions in late March.

Vaccine and paving update
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Only 13 Estate Lots remaining, call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Dining•

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p- until

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

(Closed Wednesdays)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

REOPENING 
February 12

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

• See LETTERS page 5

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro 
wouldn’t be here today without trust, 
loyalty, and the continued support of 

our customers, and employees. 
So we send our best wishes for the 

New Year, and beyond.
We hope to see you soon!

Chef & Mindy Green

•Letters•
Dear Editor,

I would like to thank HCA and in particular Greg 
Lowe, President of  the North Carolina Division; Dr Bill 
Hathaway, Chief  Medical Officer, Tom Neal, CEO of  
Highlands Cashiers Hospital, Dr. John Worthington, Dr 
Patti Wheeler and Dr Todd Detar for their leadership in 
developing a COVID vaccine clinic in our community. 

Robyn Neal (Tom’s wife) and Jerry Moore worked tire-
lessly scheduling vaccinations. I also appreciate Mayor Tay-
lor and Town staff ’s support of  the vaccine clinic.  Having 
access to the rec center will allow HCA to administer the 
vaccine to more people in a more efficient manner.

Also, there are numerous organizations and volunteers 
involved in this effort. 

I also want to thank the partners who are making 
this Highlands-Cashiers Plateau Vaccine Initiative pos-
sible: Jackson County Health Department, Macon County 

Health Department, Highlands-Cashiers Health Founda-
tion, Highlands-Cashiers Hospital staff, Local Rotary Clubs, 
Highlands Pharmacy, Community Cares Clinic, Blue Ridge 
Free Dental Clinic,Macon County EMS, Cashiers Chamber 
of  Commerce and numerous call center volunteers. 

As Members of  the Highlands Cashiers Hospital Board 
of  Trustees Chairman Peter Pavarini, Mary Adair Trumbly, 
Dr Nancy Dunlap, Dr. Bob Carlton, Jimmy Maurin and I 
have been allowed to listen to Dr Hathaway’s weekly CO-
VID Briefing. 

Dr Hathaway has had the difficult job of  not having 
quite enough vaccine in mid-December to vaccinate all of  
the 12,000 health care workers in Western North Carolina. 

The healthcare workers in our area and the residents of  
the Eckerd Living Center were vaccinated the first week the 
vaccine was available. 

Bill promised since December that HCA would help 

the community as soon an front line medical staff  were vac-
cinated and HCA is meeting the challenge.

Marc Hehn
Highlands

Kudos all around

To be or not to be
Dear Editor,

Lately I have been thinking a lot about my obituary. It 
may be needed sooner than I had anticipated, so maybe I 
should start preparing something now, just in case.

I don’t anticipate the COVID virus to be the cause of  
my ultimate demise, as worrisome as that is; nor the distinct 
possibility of  slipping on ice and cracking open my head; 
nor the sudden appearance of  some unknown dreadful 
disease lurking deep within my fragile and aging body; nor 
even the more likely scenario of  death by political satura-
tion and overload.

No, none of  the above will do me in. I am convinced 
I will be killed on the short stretch of  the Horse Cove road 
between the Nature Center and the turn-off  onto Bow-
ery Road. It’s just a matter of  time. Between the ungodly 
number of  giant dump trucks, the unholy number of  con-
struction pick-up trucks and the infernal number of  fancy, 
high-end, luxury cars, all traveling at diabolical speeds, I’m 
dead meat, plain and simple. Road-kill. And yet even these 
are not the biggest threats to my current life here on earth. 
No. It is the more than obvious fact that none of  the afore-
mentioned know what those double yellow lines down the 
middle of  the road mean or why they are there. Because 
that’s what’s going to kill me. Not the 10-ton dump truck 
coming at me at a ridiculous rate of  speed, but that it is 
halfway onto my side of  the road and I have nowhere to go 
to avoid it. And I’m not singling out dump trucks, by the 
way. A sporty Porsche or shiny Lexus in my lane will flatten 
me just as readily. I mean, flat is flat. Road-kill.

So, as I drive that stretch of  road every day, I am lightly 
phrasing in my mind my obituary – premature, one hopes – 
but I’d still better get it down on paper soon.

P.S. I’d like to hope we’ll meet in the after-life, but that 
depends on the geography; some of  us will go north, while 
some of  us will go south.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Dear Editor,
Wednesday night I was at the Highlands Recreation 

Center for my 7 p.m. appointment.  From start to finish 
this was a FIRST CLASS experience – exceptionally well-
choreographed – a well-oiled machine!  

Every individual I encountered was upbeat, kind, 
well-informed, gracious, starting with the gentleman 
standing in the driveway who asked if  I was there for a 
vaccination and ending with the paramedic who cleared 
me to leave.

Thank you OPERATION WARP SPEED for mak-
ing this possible!

Nan Hunter
Highlands

A 1st class operation



 For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove 

Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $165

Overnight Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary 
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s

$145 50-Minute Spa Treatments | $20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns Boutique

Through April 1, 2021 | Sunday - Thursday
Now Booking Local Specials
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... LETTERS continued from page 4

Dear Editor,
COVID has reinforced why I love 

Highlands.  
Having traveled outside Highlands 

and seen the responses elsewhere to pro-
tect from COVID far inferior to what we 
are doing here, I again appreciated how 
special Highlands is.  

On Wednesday the 20th, I was even 
more impressed.  Having missed the first 
opportunity of  taking the COVID vac-
cine, I was having difficulty contacting the 
Macon County Health Department for an 
appointment. I was, therefore, very happy 
when I got an email saying that it was 
possible to get the vaccine in Highlands.  
Response to my reply was almost instanta-
neous.  This, in itself, was impressive.  

My wife and I received appointments 
on Wednesday at 5 p.m. Again, very im-

pressive that the system recognized us as a 
couple and scheduled us together, though 
we made the appointment on our separate 
emails.  

Seeing what is happening around the 
country, we assumed there was going to be 
a long wait.  Arriving early, to our great sur-
prise, there was no line of  cars or lines of  
people waiting.  Everything was exception-
ally streamlined and organized.  It was, in 
fact, the most organized, efficient, and pro-
fessional operation I have ever witnessed. 

The people, including Tom Neal, the 
Hospital CEO, that organized and put this 
on should be markedly commended.  The 
process needs to be taught and exported 
elsewhere.

Robert T. Buchanan, MD
Highlands

A doctor’s point of view

Dear Editor,
I got an appointment for the COVID vaccine for Sunday in Highlands.  
I arrived on time, actually about 30 minutes early. There were people working the 

parking lot to show you where to go; I was checked in, got the shot, waited 30 min. and 
left – I was there less than an hour.   

I want to commend the health department and staff  -- everyone knew what to do, 
where to send people and how to check people in.  

Really, really great management and staff. Everyone was great and it could not have 
easier.  

Thank you so much. I am looking forward to seeing you again for the second shot. 
Jim Rogers  
Cullowhee

It could not have been easier

Dear Editor,
I have been shot.
I think I should put my name at the top, rather than the bottom – Larry Brannan.

This way, your readers may choose to stop reading right away or to form an early opinion 
before venturing further into this batch of  words.

Some will wonder why it took so long for someone to take this action.
Others may think whoever did this is not a very good marksperson since I am still 

able to ‘pen’ this message.
Some, like I, will celebrate.
I am pleased to reveal that many persons participated in this incident.
The shot occurred on Sunday the 24th at the Highlands Rec Park.
Yep, you guessed it! The shot was produced by Pfizer.
I was very closely monitored for any reaction to the shot/injection
I did immediately have two reactions.
They were and are gratitude and appreciation for all the volunteers and profession-

als who were at the Rec Park and for those who worked behind the scenes to make this 
extraordinary support of  the Highlands community possible.

All were extremely well organized, friendly and efficient.
I express my gratitude and appreciation for all their effort and time spent to prepare 

and execute this complex operation so well.
Thank you all for your selfless service to our community!

Larry Brannan
Highlands

Pfizer and community come through

be a first-class facility where our firefight-
ers can work, train and decontaminate their 
suits after a fire. This is something that is 
really going to be positive for Highlands.” 

Mayor Taylor also thanked Jane Wood-
ruff  for selling the town the property at a 
“very, very good price.”

“That made it possible for us to put a 
fire department in a very strategic place in 
the community and the design and build-
ing will be a real plus for this area of  High-
lands.” 

He also expressed appreciation to 

Chief  Gearhart, the public safety commit-
tee, the commissioners on the board, the 
Town Manager Josh Ward and staff  who 
coordinated the financing – “all who made 
this a reality.”

“Thank you everyone,” he said.
Bryson’s Grading will be doing the ex-

cavation work, DR Reynolds is the building 
contractor with Danny Kilby the job super-
intendent and Goosie Kennedy the project 
manager.

– Kim Lewicki

... FIRE DEPT. continued from page 1

As part 
of Friday 
morning’s 
ceremony, 
Bryson’s 
made the 
first “dig.”

– Photo by Kim 
Lewicki
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn

828.200.3050
bobhenritze@gmail.com•www.firewoodcompany.net

Happy Valentine’s Day!
The Firewood Company

... CLOSED SESSION continued from page 1

Winter
in Highlands!

The Dry Sink • Main St. • Highlands

THE ESSENTIALS - 
ONLINE INTRO CLASS 
W/ DIANE LEVINE 

Starts Feb 12th 
Now Enrolling: 

Ca 11 828.526.8880 lands Schools continues to have a 
lower number of  cases than other 
schools, with the last new positive 
case at Highlands School reported 

on January 26. 
“Macon County is one of  the 

few districts in the state offering 
in-person instruction for our stu-

dents,” said Dr. Baldwin. “Most 
schools in NC are virtual. But we 
are at the point to where some of  
our schools may have to transition 
to Plan C due to too many staff  
having to quarantine.” 

Dr. Baldwin said that Public 
Health Director Kathy McGaha 
has originally stated teachers 
could expect to receive the vac-
cine toward the end of  January, 
however due to a recent change 
in the county’s allocation of  vac-
cine’s from the state, it is no lon-
ger clear when teachers in Macon 
County will be eligible to receive 
the vaccine. 

“The sooner we can get our 
school staff  -- that’s bus drivers, 
teachers, cafeteria personnel, the 
vaccine -- the sooner we can re-
turn to in-person for all of  our 
students,” said Dr. Baldwin.

Dr. Baldwin said each 
school’s COVID19 situation var-
ies from day to day and school 
to school. While as of  Monday 
night there were enough staff  for 
Macon Middle School and Moun-
tain View Intermediate to remain 
open on Tuesday, Dr. Baldwin 
said that if  one other teacher has 
to be out — things could change 
and the schools could switch to 
remote instruction due to a lack 
of  staff. 

... SCHOOLS continued from page 1

According to state statute, a 
Closed Session of  the board is a 
privileged, confidential opportu-
nity to discuss sensitive matters of  
a statutorily defined nature. The 
information produced in a Closed 
Session may not be obtained in a 
public record request unless, in a 
contested court case, and a judge 
so orders it.

Under N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a) 
there are three permitted purposes for go-
ing into to a closed session, relevant to the 
NCBG letter:

(3) to consult with an attorney
(4) to discussion location of  indus-

try or business in the Town
(5) to instruct staff  about the terms 

of  negotiation for the acquisition or prop-
erty or the terms of  employment

According to Town Attorney 
Jay Coward, it follows that a board 
member who is privy to this infor-

mation is not at liberty to divulge 
it to the public.
The Back Story

At the end of  the January 17 
Town Board meeting, commis-
sioners went into Closed Session 
to discuss a letter from NC Broad-
band Group (NCBG), one of  the 
three companies that had submit-
ted a Request for Proposal (RF 
P) to bid on running the town’s 
broadband highway. 

It should be noted that at the 
November Town Board meet-
ing, it was disclosed that NCBG 
had withdrawn its bid prior to the 
November meeting leaving only 
Balsam West and Hotwire as con-
tenders.

After hearing a report from 
the Town Manager Josh Ward 
concerning the references of  the 
two companies, once back in open 

session the board voted 4 to 1 to 
enter into contract negotiations 
with Hotwire Communications. 
Commissioner Marc Hehn voted 
“nay.”

Subsequently, town staff  de-
veloped a contract for the leasing 
of  the town’s aerial dark fiber.  

Hotwire is offering 
$10,200,000 over 25 years – far 
more than the $4.6 million loan 
with interest the town took out 
to build the aerial portion of  the 
highway – which Mayor Pat Taylor 
said will be paid off  in about six 
years therefore income from the 
lease thereafter will be the town’s.

As part of  the contract out-
lined by the town and in the RFPs 
given to all three companies, Hot-
wire agreed to build-out and own 
the underground portion of  the 
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BAR TABLE 
$298 

BAR STOOLS 
$12S EACH 

3-LEG 
STOOLS 

$49 EACH 

8' LIVE EDGE 
DINING TABLES 
$688-$748 
10' DINING TABLES $888

NOT INCLUDED

WINE HOLDER 
$148 HOLDS 6 BOrrLES

 

�g:1�LE TABLE BASE $488
CLASS NOT INCLUDED 

(864) 678-8145
720 MAULDIN ROAD, GREENVILLE, SC 

M-F 9AM-6PM I SAT 8AM-6PM I SUN 1 0AM-6PM

BENCHES 
$119 EACH 

OME 

LIVE 
ED.CE 
TABLE 
$88 

LIVE
EDGE
STOOL 
$49 

COFFEE 
TABLE 
$S98 

RUSTIC 
COFFEE 

TABLE BASES 
$398EACH 

CLASS NOT INCLUDED 

ClliJ El www.HomeEmporium.com
Join our VIP Club for Special Discounts Where You Can Buy Almost Anyth/ng •• .'Almost! IT'S WORTH THE TRIPI 
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

...CHOWAN continued from page 1

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dinner
Thurs. - Sat.

5p until

Chowan

US 64 west - Franklin Road

into the ground, filling them with steel bars 
(nails), then grouting the bars together.

A filter fence and rip rap stones are 
currently in place above US 64 for tempo-
rary erosion control. Nix said this will pro-

finish this stabilization project the majority 
of  the real scary looking stuff  will be ad-
dressed.”

Nix contacted three soil/rock stabiliza-
tion companies and received three proposals 
on the repair. Highlands selected GeoStabi-
lization International Inc.’s bid of  approxi-
mately $125,000 for the repair. He asked 
for a budget amendment of  $150,000 at the 
January Town Board meeting.

vide temporary stabilization needed until 
this project is completed.

“It’s an unstable area and we are sta-
bilizing it one project at a time,” said Nix. 
“It’s hard to say with certainty, but when we 

“I asked for more to give flexibility 
in case we need things like a construction 
fence, etc.,” said Nix

The project is expected to take three 
weeks and Nix said traffic may be affected.

“The contractor will take precautions 
for traffic control as necessary,” said Nix. 
“We have discussed temporary flagging, 
a lane closure, and safety fencing, as war-
ranted as the project proceeds.”

•Events• 
Sat. & Sun., June 26 & 27 

• Mountaintop Art & Craft Show (previously the Village Square Show) will be held in 
downtown Highlands at K-H Founders Park (Pine St.) from 10 to 5. The FREE event features 
regional potters, jewelers, woodworkers, fine artists, etc. plus food. For more info call (828) 
526-9227 or visit www.mountaintopshow.com. Sponsored by Highlands Mountaintop Rotary. 
Sun., Jan. 31 

• PAC will screen the National Theatre of London’s encore performance of Arthur Miller’s 
A View From the Bridge at 3pm. 

Tickets are available online: www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
Sat. & Sun., August 28 & 29 

• Mountaintop Art & Craft Show (previously the Village Square Show) will be held in 
downtown Highlands at K-H Founders Park (Pine St.) from 10 to 5. The FREE event features 
regional potters, jewelers, woodworkers, fine artists, etc. plus food. For more info call (828) 
526-9227 or visit www.mountaintopshow.com. Sponsored by Highlands Mountaintop Rotary. 
Fridays in February

• Yoga 101 at Yoga Highlands. The essentials-online intro class with Diane Levine. Now 
enrolling. Call 828-526-8880.
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Wed.- Fri. 5-7p
$8 Wines and $5 Draft Beers

•
LOCALS DINE AT 20% OFF Final Bill

(Wed.- Sun. / January-March)
•

Come Join Us for Breakfast 
Wed.- Sat. – 8-10:30a • Sunday Brunch – 10a-3p

Can’t stay? We have “On the Run” Options
•

Weekly Winter Lunch & Dinner Specials

Highlander Mountain House & 
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

270 Main St, Highlands • (828) 526-2590

WINTER SPECIALS

Call 828-526-3783
Center for Plastic Surgery

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202 Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Make your eyes the Center of Attention

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Pat Allen, BIC 
Pat Allen Realty Group

Cell: 828-200-9179 

To rent or not to rent…

The year 2020 changed 
lives throughout the 
entire world. It totally 

changed the dynamic of  real 
estate when compared to pre-
vious years. 

On the plateau, with 
the pandemic, we expected 
a downturn. No one could 
have prepared brokers for the 
surge in buyers wanting to be 
in Highlands and Cashiers! In-
ventory is now at an all-time 
low and people want to be a 
part of  small-town America 
again for numerous reasons. Safety, less 
dense areas that minimize exposure to 
COVID, and being mandated to work 
from home … many buyers have learned 
that home offices can be a good thing! No 
long commutes and fighting traffic are 
definitely appealing!  

Now as far as rentals go in our mar-
ket: We have seen an increase in VRBO 
and Air B&B rentals over the past few 
years, with buyers realizing they can pur-
chase a home, use it when they want for 
their personal use, and then rent it for ad-
ditional income. 

There are many pros and cons to this 
scenario and I will discuss a few. 

With most owners living in another 
city or state, they rely on email contacts 
to communicate with the potential renters 
and can’t ask ages, don’t know if  the rent-
ers are “partiers,” if  they will fill the house 
with people -- even if  there is a written 
limit -- and don’t know if  they will bring 
pets that aren’t allowed per the owners. 

Since there is no one to greet them, 
they are given an access code. Whether the 
renters abide by the “rules” is unknown to 
the owners. In most cases, all is well but 
there are a few incidents that have hap-
pened. There is “wear and tear” on the 
furniture and appliances and over time 
those will need to be replaced. 

In 2020 we saw a large increase in 
buyers wanting to purchase and rent their 
homes this way. We also have rental com-
panies who rent and handle your homes 
for you, usually for 25%, but they do 
handle any complaints, repairs, and have 
the home cleaned in a timely manner. This 
works well but the calendar fills up quickly 

and it’s hard for the homeown-
ers to schedule time for their 
own use. That brings up an im-
portant point I want to make. If  
you plan to sell your home do 
NOT have it on a rental pro-
gram or VRBO and Air B&B! 
Because Realtors cannot get in 
to show your home! Renters 
do not want to allow potential 
buyers to come and look in ev-
ery room of  the house and ask 
them to leave for a specified 
time. They are paying top dollar 
and do not want to be inconve-

nienced! 
Furthermore, with COVID they don’t 

want strangers coming through even if  
wearing a mask! 

If  brokers are bringing potential buy-
ers and renters have agreed to let it be 
shown, the house may be filled with food 
on the counters, towels in the bathrooms, 
trash in the trash cans, dishes in the sink, 
beds may not be made…in other words, it 
will have a “too lived-in” look! 

A home that is rented and is on the 
market can take twice as long to sell and it 
will more than likely need to be painted and 
need repairs that may wipe out the rental 
income. 

With the longer days on market, buy-
ers question why it hasn’t sold and many 
will pass on it based on that factor alone. 

My advice is either rent it or sell it…
but not both! 

• Pat Allen is owner of  Pat Allen Re-
alty Group and a Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist and is certified in Re-
sort and Second home properties Her firm 
was recently selected as a Leading Real Es-
tate Company of  the World and is a mem-
ber of  prestigious Luxury Portofolio .She 
is consistently a top producer and award-
winning broker on the plateau and she and 
broker ,Julie Osborn, were the number 1 
sales team in Highlands for 2020. Visit her 
on the web at Pat Allen Realty Group.com, 
call 828-526-8784, or 828-200-9179. The 
office is conveniently located at 295 Dil-
lard Road with a second location at 5121 
Cashiers Road at the entrance to Wildcat 
Cliffs Country Club with Julie Osborn as 
broker-in-charge.
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

... CLOSED SESSION continued from page 6
highway which amounts to 17% to 18% of  
the system. As such, the underground por-
tion is not part of  the 25-year lease agree-
ment. 

The underground portion of  the high-
way is the area of  contention for NCBG.

As per the undated letter from Chad S. 
Wachter, VP, General Counsel for NCBG, 
postmarked Dec. 31, 2020, referenced as 
“Protest Letter and Request for Meeting 
Town of  Highlands Broadband Initiative,” 

NCBG requested that “the town suspend 
or terminate negotiations and/or perfor-
mance pursuant to the Town of  Highlands 
Broadband Initiative during this submitted 
protest.”

“A key evaluation criterion used by 
the Town of  Highlands is a commitment 
by the bidders to complete the ‘remaining 
17%’ of  the network, at their own expense, 
by constructing the underground and aerial 
build-out areas inside the city limits of  the 
Town of  Highlands serviced by other elec-
tric utilities (Haywood Electric Member-
ship Corporation and Duke Energy specifi-
cally),” reads the letter.

“The Town of  Highlands made clear 
the importance of  the selection criteria, 
prior to the due date for the bids being sub-
mitted, when it clarified and reinforced the 
requirements of  its Request for Proposal 
(RFP) at the time the town issued to the 
public the requirements of  its RFP.

“Subsequently, it appears, per public 
records and comments made by public of-
ficials, that the Town of  Highlands is modi-
fying or eliminating the criteria of  the win-
ning bidder bearing the expense described 
above, after the Town of  Highlands has 
announced the winning bidder. 

“In changing the terms and/or con-
ditions of  the accepted bid, the Town of  
Highlands is abusing its discretion to act in 
the best interest of  the citizens of  High-

lands and is using its authority in a manner 
that is unfair to the bids that were not ac-
cepted. 

“In light of  the above, by effectively 
amending its selection criteria after receiv-
ing the bids, the Town of  Highland’s bid 
award should and must be reversed, and 
the request for bids be reissued pursuant to 
the revised and new criteria put forth by the 
Town of  Highlands,” continued the letter.

After coming out of  the January Town 
Board meeting Closed Session, Mayor Tay-
lor reported that Commissioner Amy Pat-
terson made the motion to direct the Town 
Attorney to respond to the letter sent by 
the attorney for NCBG concerning the 
procedures for developing a contract with 
Hotwire Communications. The vote was 
unanimous.

Furthermore, Commissioner Patterson 
made the motion to direct staff  to proceed 
with the development of  the contract with 
Hotwire Communications following the re-
quirements of  the RFP/bid process.

The vote was 3 to 1, Commissioners 
Patterson, John Dotson and Brian Stiehler 
voted yes. Commissioner Hehn voted no. 
Commissioner Donnie Calloway was ab-
sent from the January Town Board meeting.

As of  Jan. 21, Town Attorney Jay Cow-
ard had not responded to NCBG’s letter 
but did present a letter to the board dated 
the same. It reads in part: 

“In the public record the winning bid-
der, Hotwire, suggested in its bid that the 
town take over the underground infrastruc-
ture once it was completed so the network 
would not be ‘broken.’ This was outside the 
RFP. 

“The subsequent conversation, re-
ported to the board in a Closed Session on 
the 17th of  December 2020, was that this 
would amount to a sale to the town, sup-
ported by profits earned later and paid later 
to Hotwire. 

“Commissioner Hehn asked if  this was 
not a substantial change to the RFP. 

“The board asked the attorneys to dis-
cuss this question and report back to the 
board tonight [January 17]. 

“So, there are no public records that 
indicate the Town of  Highlands is modify-
ing or eliminating the criteria of  the win-
ning bidder. That allegation is false,” reads 
Coward’s letter.

In fact, according to the minutes of  the 
Dec. 17th Town Board meeting, the board 
went into Closed Session to discuss mat-
ters relating to the location or expansion 
of  industries or other in the area served to 
discuss the fiber lease contract negotiations, 
but once back in open session, it was re-
ported that the board took no action.

In Attorney Coward’s letter to the 
board, he reported that “after the conver-
sation between the lawyers (Jim Baller, Ga-
briel Dusablon, Sean Stokes, and myself) 
and Josh Ward and Matt Shuler on the [Jan-
uary] 14th, we concluded that 1) the Hot-
wire suggestion was a substantial change, 
and 2) we would recommend to the board 
that it take no action on the suggestion and 
stick with the bid as presented.”

Coward said the NCBG letter is trou-
bling, not only for its content but because 
Atty. Wachter states that his letter is based 
on “public records and comments made by 
public officials.” 

“There are no public records that in-
dicate the Town of  Highlands is modifying 
or eliminating the criteria of  the winning 
bidder, said Coward. “How that informa-
tion was obtained is what troubles me. That 
leaves comments made by public officials.”

Coward outlines in his letter two pos-
sibilities to consider since the only people 
at the Closed Session meetings are typically 
the Mayor, Commissioners Patterson, Dot-
son, Stiehler, Calloway and Hehn, Town 
Manager Josh Ward and Town Clerk Gibby 
Shaheen. 

“First, Mr. Wachter could have ob-
tained information based on a meeting 
between staff  and contractors. I have at-
tended several meetings of  this nature and 
I cannot recall a meeting where a board 
member was present. Staff  would also 
qualify as public officials. I will leave the 
straightening out of  this possibility – which 
I seriously doubt – to the Town Manager 
and the Mayor.

“The second possibility is that Mr. 
Wachter would be in a position to make 
his allegations if  he obtained information 
from someone who was present in the 
Closed Session of  the board. Since I am 
the board attorney, I address this possibil-
ity directly to you,” Coward wrote to the 
board.

Coward said as per the definition of  a 
Closed Session and the purpose thereof, a 
board member who is privy to Closed Ses-
sion information is not at liberty to divulge 
it to the public.

“The NCBG letter reveals to the 
board that some member has failed in his/
her duty to follow the law. This failure is 
not a crime. There are no reported cases 
which address it. The School of  Govern-
ment has no meaningful guidance about 
what to do when it occurs. It is so funda-
mental a principle that it goes without say-
ing. BUT in my opinion, it is a violation of  
the Oath of  Office in the North Carolina 
Constitution Art. VI SS 7 which states that 

• See CLOSED SESSION page 14
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY 

VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the 
Shortoff Baptist Church.

Worship times are on the 1st & 2nd Sundays 
Morning Worship 9AM • Evening Worship 5PM 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:30 PM
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 

9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 14

Crucial 
Moments

Last week we witnessed a turning point, a “Crucial 
Moment,” in the life and history of  our country and 
for the Church who follows him. America’s presi-

dential administrations were changed. Things will never be 
the same. The voices and aspirations of  72 million citizens 
of  the United States were effectively muzzled, as the media 
(social and otherwise) and the emboldened political power 
brokers have begun to wield pressure and exacerbate divi-
sions. In terms of  proclaiming the Good News of  Jesus 
Christ, a shroud is seemingly being cast upon the light of  
“free speech” that disciples of  Christ once enjoyed.

Nevertheless, as “resident aliens” on this earth, we do 
not lose heart. While the signs for continuing freedom to 
boldly declare the Gospel may be ominous, God’s story of  
salvation, recounted in the pages of  the Bible, the treasure 
within us, will always be appropriate to bring peace, for-
giveness, and eternal life. As Christians, we must redouble 
our efforts in prayer and witness.

The apostle Paul understood difficult situations such 
as the one that Christianity in the world faces today. As he 
wrote to the church and citizenry of  Corinth, he recog-
nized the challenge and opportunity before them, despite 
the circumstances. The light of  Holy Spirit burned in Paul 
as a treasure. In his second letter to the Corinthians he 
wrote about the treasure now with them, “We have this 
treasure (the light of  the Gospel) in jars of  clay (our per-
ishable bodies), to show that the surpassing power belongs 
to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 
carrying in the body the death of  Jesus, so that the life of  
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who 
are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ 
sake, so that the life of  Jesus also may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh.” (4:7-11)

Paul is saying to the Corinthians something like, 
“When the going gets tuff, the tuff  get going.” Good ad-
vice. We need not focus on obstacles, real or imagined, but 
on the mission: sharing the treasure within us. The apos-
tle realizes that the battle is a spiritual one. “For though 
we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to 
the flesh. For the weapons of  our warfare are not of  the 
flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We 
destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against 
the knowledge of  God, and take every thought captive to 
obey Christ.” (ibid., 10:3-5)

As the Church of  Jesus Christ we can expect tuff  
sledding at times. Nevertheless, we are bid to pray and wit-
ness. Pray for and witness to our leaders and citizenry that 
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

$17 for Black/White
$22 for Color



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT
RENTAL, LLC
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE

HIGH END LIVING ROOM FUR-
NITURE – Traditional formal style, excellent 
condition. Ivory couch and 2 wing chairs, 2 
Ethan Allen cherry bookcases and matching 
entertainment center, American made. Also a 
contemporary wood coffee table with glass 
inserts. $1200 for everything, and will include 
at no cost an antique French telephone stand 
and 2 flat screen tv’s. 703-919-1793 cell. 
(1/28) 

2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO 
LT. Extended Cab. Red with leather inte-
rior. 4600 Miles. Like new. Asking $32,000 
(st. 1/7)

WANTED
FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands 

Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNI-
TURE. Please call or text Susan at 828-526-
6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT needed 

for a private country club located in High-
lands, NC. The ideal candidate will assist the 
CEO with a variety of tasks and be detailed 
oriented, have excellent communication skills, 
both orally and in writing, and a vast under-
standing of hospitality with equal knowledge 
in accounting, marketing, and various commu-
nication methods. The position is year-round 
with full benefits. Send all resumes to gm@
wildcatccc.com (2/18) 

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
HIGHLANDS NC – $500 sign-on bonus 
for Bellman, Housekeeping and Dish-
washing! Now recruiting for Bellman, 
Dishwashers, Housekeepers, Turndown 
Attendants, Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook, 
Servers, Bussers, Host/Hostess, Spa 
Concierge, Spa Attendant, Cosmetolo-
gist, Front Desk, Night Audit, PT Graphic 
Designer. Benefits offered after 90 days 
employment. Apply online: www.olded-
wardsinn.com/careers

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in 
search of a CNAs, Med Techs, Part-time RN 
and an Activities Director. Send resume to Lind-

abtiff@aol.com or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13) 
SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 

RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. Full time, 
part time and seasonal. Inquire to 828-200-0928. 
(st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, 

dedicated to my clients. Stop paying agency 
prices and call me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. 
(st. 1/28)

HOME RENOVATION – Have you 
stated a home renovation project during 
COVID-19 and have become overwhelmed 
with finding the right workers for the job?  
Our crew is here to help! Contact us @ 
828.482.2554 or email scalyhousedesign@
gmail.com. (st. 1/7)

DON AND RON MAINTENANCE – 
We pressure wash, handle electrical, plumbing 
issues, fix anything. Property monitoring, hauling. 
Free quotes. 252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. 
(st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitch-
en/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 
25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Jan. 19. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been 
used.

Jan. 19
• At 11:29 a.m., officers responded to 

a call of theft from a residence on Laurel 
Street where firearms valued at $100 was 
stolen.

• At 2:59 p.m., officers were called 
about a false pretenses/swindle game in-
volving American Airlines Mileage valued 
at $9,735 at a residence on Shelby Drive 
which was determined to be unfounded.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Jan. 19.

Jan. 19

• At 3 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
motor vehicle accident on S. 4th Street.

• At 7:29 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Hicks Road.

Jan. 21
• At 11:58 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Hudson 
Road.

Jan. 22
• At 11:03 a.m., the dept. investi-

gated smoke at a residence on Kelsey 
Court.

Jan. 23
• At 10:06 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Big View 
Drive.

Jan. 26
• At 1:09 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm on S. 4th Street.

... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 11
they too may enjoy the eternal treasure that the Church does. The “Crucial Moment” 
is not past. Every individual alive is to be offered a crucial (from the Latin stem: crux, 
cross) moment of  their own.

Note:
“Muzzled” refers to any voices who might be seen as critical or not in sync w/the 

extant (approved) narrative of  the progressive media moguls. 
The “emboldened” are those in power, exercising newly acquired their political ad-

vantage. 

828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-• 7560. (2/28) 
EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER – CNA 

trained. Cook, Clean, Errands, Personal care. 
Dog Walker. Excellent references. Covid im-
mune. Computer literate. Call 828-200-4965. 
(st. 11/24)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, chim-
ney flashing, debris removal, pressure washing. 
Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives 
to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1 ACRE LOT in three forks 7 miles from 

Highlands 706-585-0406. (st. 1/28)
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus 

bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, 
one-car garage. 239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. 
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. 
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Sign on property. 843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

the person elected to office shall “support 
and maintain...the laws of  North Carolina...
and that I will faithfully discharge the duties 
of  my office,” reads his letter.

Coward ended is letter by saying:
“Mr. Wachter is not licensed to prac-

tice law in North Carolina. Therefore, his 
letter constitutes the unauthorized practice 
of  law in North Carolina, unless he is an 
owner or officer of  NCBG. 

“Furthermore, neither of  the cases he 
cites to support his allegations stand for the 
legal theory he proposes that in awarding 
a contract, an agency must also follow its 
own rules, including the criteria contained 
in its own RFP and follow the appropriate 
statutes of  North Carolina. The failure to 
do so is a reversible error – Humble Oil 
& Refining co v. Bd. Of  Alderman, 284 
N.C. 458, 467, 202 S.E.2d 129, 135 (1974) 
and Act—Up Triangle v. Commission for 
Health Servs. 345 N.C. 699, 707, 483 S.E.2d 
388, 393 (1997). Coward said the first case 
Wachter cites is a zoning case and the sec-
ond one involves an HIV testing program.

Meanwhile, Town Manager Josh Ward 
said the Town of  Highlands will continue 
contract negotiations with Hotwire Com-
munications.

Per the initial contract, “Hotwire is 

taking over all aspects of  the of  network 
management, service provision, infrastruc-
ture maintenance, support and all associated 
functions of  the town’s current network and 
infrastructure. Hotwire will be responsible 
for providing its full suite of  residential, 
commercial and enterprise services over the 
network – including voice, video, Internet, 
and home security/automation. 

“All risk associated with the operation 
of  the network – including, but not limited 
to headend builds and upgrades, infrastruc-
ture maintenance, labor employment and 
cost, broadband cost, customer premises 
equipment, and content costs will be borne 
by Hotwire. 

“As consideration for its network lease, 
Hotwire proposes to pay the Town of  High-
lands $425,000 in quarterly payments begin-
ning in 2022 through 2045,” reads the con-
tract.

Mayor Taylor said he is disappointed 
and frustrated if  a board member would dis-
cuss what was said during a Closed Session 
with the town’s legal counsel to a third party, 
especially since the board took no action 
and was waiting for the attorneys to give the 
board their legal advice.

– Kim Lewicki

... CLOSED SESSION continued from page 10



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

•Classifieds•

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
Where you want to live and play!



D A V I D  L E V I N E
B R O K E R

CELL: 828-482-2844 
DAVID@DAVID-LEVINE.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

See you 
again early 

Spring!

REOPENING 
February 12

Please call for 
reservations


