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On Saturday, Jan. 2, Pat Gleeson of White Oak Realty Group landed this 
brook trout on Harris Lake. The 40 trouts he and friends caught that day 
were part of the 900 trout being released over the winter into private 
lakes open to the public by NC Wildlife Resource Commission. Gleeson 
opted to catch and release the 40 caught but as Mayor Pat Taylor said at 
the December Town Board meeting, anglers can catch and eat!

Reeling in the New Year!

The first shipment of  the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine ar-
rived and was also administered 
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
on Saturday, Dec. 19. A total of  
210 people received the vaccine 
during the four-hour clinic. This 
included 47 residents of  Eckerd 
Living Center and 163 frontline 
healthcare workers from across 
Mission Health.

Up until last week, the Eck-
erd Living Center (ELC) was the 
only skilled nursing center in the 
Mission Health system and in 
other systems in Western North 
Carolina to be COVID-free.

However, on Dec. 28, the 
Macon County Health Dept. an-
nounced six cases at ELC – one 
staff  person and 5 residents.

This was concerning since 
on Dec. 19, all healthcare workers 
and the 47 residents whose fami-
lies gave them permission, were 
administered the first dosage of  
the vaccine.

“The staff  at Eckerd Liv-
ing Center has worked tirelessly 
to care for themselves and their 

residents during the course of  the 
pandemic,” said Nancy Lindell, 
Director Public and Media Rela-
tions HCA Healthcare North Car-
olina Division. “Unfortunately, on 
Dec. 28 we have had residents and 
staff  test positive for COVID-19. 
Residents and staff  are being test-
ed daily and those who are positive 
are being quarantined away from 
other residents.”

Lindell said though the sys-
tem is grateful that many of  the 
residents and staff  chose to get 
the first dose of  the vaccine ad-
ministered on Dec. 19, it typically 
takes a few weeks for the body to 
build immunity after vaccination. 

“That means it’s possible a 
person could be infected with the 
virus that causes COVID-19 just 
before or just after vaccination 
and get sick,” she said. “This is 
because the vaccine has not had 
enough time to provide protec-
tion.”

Furthermore, the COVID-19 
vaccine requires two doses for its 
optimum effectiveness. 

“We are hopeful that the ini-

COVID break-out at ELC explained; 
Vaccine rollout outlined

tial dose of  the vaccine will help 
to minimize the impact of  the ill-
ness on residents. Once they have 
recovered, they will have the op-
portunity to get the second dose.”

Relatively recently, Mission 
allowed one-on-one visitation 
with distancing and masking, in 
ELC. However, as of  Monday, 
Dec. 28, that was suspended.

Concerning widespread vac-
cinations, Lindell said Mission 
Health will follow the state’s vac-
cination schedule. 

North Carolina and Macon 
County are currently in Phase 1A 
of  COVID-19 vaccine roll-out. 
This phase includes healthcare 
personnel fighting COVID-19 
and long-term care facilities resi-
dents. 

North Carolina will advance 
to the next phase of  vaccination 
when NCDHHS determines that 
all interested persons within the 
Phase 1A priority group have 
been vaccinated. 

At this time, Macon County 
Public Health and NCDHHS are 

By Brittney Lofthouse
COVID19 cases continue 

to soar across the county and in 
Western North Carolina. 

The Macon County Depart-

ment of  Public Health reported a 
total of  1,820 positive COVID19 
cases since March in Macon 
County, with 526 of  those cases 
currently active. 

More than 160 of  those cases 
have occurred since the county’s 
December 31 report. There have 
been a total of  12 deaths in Macon 

COVID on the rise; schools adapting
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I started the New Year with 
optimism, especially with 
the prospect of  a robust 

vaccination program that would 
finally get us over the Corona-
virus pandemic. We all long to 
return to a normal lifestyle. I 
am still hopeful, but like many 
of  you have concerns about the 
vaccination program.

A number of  people be-
gan calling me just before New 
Year’s Eve asking when they 
could get the COVID-19 vac-
cination. Several pointed out 
that folks in Florida were already being vac-
cinated, so when would that program begin 
in Highlands?

I have been making inquiries about the 
status of  an area vaccination program. As 
I have said before, the town does not have 
a public health department. We rely and 
work with the Macon County Public Health 
Department. North Carolina has a county 
public health network that serve communi-
ties. Our county department is apart of  a 
system that involves state and federal health 
agencies. Therefore, Macon County is al-
located vaccine doses based on a complex 
federal and state formula.

The county has received an initial allo-

cation of  Moderna vaccine. Area 
hospitals were sent the Pfizer 
vaccine for their critical work-
ers and nursing home residents. 
The feedback I have received is 
that the extreme temperatures 
required for the Pfizer vaccine 
presents major challenges in dis-
tribution in an isolated area like 
here. Extreme cold storage fa-
cilities are limited or nonexistent. 
On the other hand, Moderna’s 
vaccine has less stringent cold 
storage requirements, so it is the 
vaccine of  choice for this area. 

I know folks don’t like to hear this, but 
some patience is needed when it comes to 
getting vaccinated. The vaccination program 
at the national and state levels has major dis-
tribution problems that have impacted local 
communities. The Macon County Health 
Department has been working this week to 
resolve these issues, but the challenges of  
vaccinating thousands of  people will not 
be solved overnight. Those early reports of  
folks getting vaccinated in Florida were not 
that accurate. In Florida, senior residents 
have experienced long, long lines for the 
shot, and many have been delayed.

I don’t believe the local health depart-
ments will have the capacity and resources 
to meet the vaccination needs for a short-
term response. Local pharmacies, doctors 
and hospitals across the nation will have to 
become involved in the process. I know ma-
jor pharmacy chains are planning to become 
vaccination sites, but they too are encoun-
tering delays within the distribution chain. I 
am aware that potential local providers are 
also exploring possibilities. Vaccinating on 
a large scale is a problem that the nation 
has not done before. So, it gets back to pa-
tience and the continued practice of  wearing 
masks, socially distancing and washing hands 
frequently.

I have a few ideas about how to speed 
up the vaccination process, but they are just 
my thoughts. We need to quickly train ad-
ditional professionals how to give the shots. 
We also need to create large vaccination cen-
ters where folks can get a shot without red 
tape. Maybe the national guard and first re-
sponders could be involved? 

Finally, there may be a game changing 
vaccine just around the corner. Johnson and 
Johnson has been developing a one-shot 
vaccine. It doesn’t require the extreme cold 

The status of the COVID vaccine
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods,   Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•Highlands Dining•

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p- until

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

(Closed Wednesdays)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

REOPENING Saturdays in January 
Jan. 14, 21, 28

Open in February 12-28 
(Closed Mondays and Tuesdays) 

Please call for reservations
For inquiries email: wom2@me.com

Taste the difference. Always fresh.
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•Letters•

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro 
wouldn’t be here today without trust, 
loyalty, and the continued support of 

our customers, and employees. 
So we send our best wishes for the 

New Year, and beyond.
We hope to see you soon!

Chef & Mindy Green

Dear Editor,
Regarding the article in the Dec. 24 edition entitled “ A 

petition opposed to Cashiers Hillside project is circulating,” 
I have seen this movie played over and over again in my na-
tive state of  Florida. 

Most developers only want the money and do not care 
about the results – lower quality of  life for existing residents.

#1 Growth does not pay for itself  in new taxes. 
#2 Traffic will be worse; 
#3 Environment will be degraded; 
Your small town ambiance will be out the window. 
A developer will join another country club. They will 

bring in lawyers and experts to convince you of  the ben-
efits of  their plan. They will attempt to bribe officials and 
contribute to their campaigns. They will threaten expensive 

Beware: The barbarians 
are at the gates

Dear Editor,
Regarding the article in the Dec. 24 edition entitled “ A 

petition opposed to Cashiers Hillside project is circulating,” 
I did not know Cashiers was in trouble and needed urban 
renewal. But someone must think so, and now protestors 
are squaring off  against an experienced big-city urban re-

Is Cashiers way of life 
worth losing?

William A Berry “Paw,” 92 
of  Franklin passed away Monday, 
December 28, 2020. He was born 
in Macon County, NC on March 29, 
1928 to the late William Jack Berry 
and Anna Gertrude Coggins Berry. 
William liked hunting and playing the 
French Harp, but most of  all he loved 
spending time with his family. William 
served in the Army in the Korean War 
and later worked at Champion Paper 
Company. He was a Deacon for Yellow Mountain Baptist 
Church and Walnut Creek Baptist Church for many years 
and was a Mason for the Glenville Chapter. 

William is survived by his loving wife of  62 years, 
Geraldine Henderson Berry of  Franklin; a daughter, Sheila 

William A Berry

lawsuits. They will get their own people appointed or elected 
to the government. 

They or the next one will be relentless. It will never stop 
from here on out. 

The barbarians are truly at the gates. Be prepared to 
continually face this in the future. Don’t let your guard down.

David Stearns
Otto

newer, McCauley LLC, who sees in Cashiers that mythical 
pot of  gold. 

I’m reminded of  the ancient fable of  the goose that 
laid the golden egg. People being people, the farmer who 
bought the magic creature grew rich, but at the rate of  
one egg per day, he couldn’t get richer fast enough. So he 
reasoned that the eggs being in the goose, if  he killed her 
he would get them all. As a farmer he should have known 
better: he killed her and never got another one.

If  you think of  Cashiers as the goose, the golden 
eggs are the natural environment, the small town charm, 
the calm, the amenable population, and the reputation the 
town has garnered due to these inviting factors. 

If  the citizens allow the farmer, in this case McCauley 
and those supporting him, to wreak havoc and spoil the 
town’s most precious, and irreplaceable, native attractions, 
they will have killed the golden goose. Never again will the 
environment, the charm, and the population be as they 
were. 

The Village Green, the town’s central anchor, has 13 
acres. The proposed construction is almost five times as 
large and would dwarf  the crossroads. It would become 
the town’s signature, the impression that sticks in every-
one’s mind. Cashiers would never recover its essential val-
ues. It would, in short, have sold itself  out.

There are many pervasive ideas that most folks recog-
nize as destructive, like  racism and sexism; some are even 
codified as hate crimes. A word to consider adding to the 
list in this case is progress. 

In what way would the development represent prog-
ress for a town like Cashiers, which until now seemed con-
tent to unfold naturally? 

Would people ever hold the development in their 
hearts the way they do the present town? Indeed the de-
velopment would cost Cahiers its cachet, its distinguishing 
mark of  identity and respect. 

My argument is by now obvious. Cashiers should 
look inward, assess all it has, and ask whether that way of  
life is worth losing once and for all. If  the answer turns 
out yes, they may as well rename the town Babylon.

Ricks Carson
Franklin

•Obituaries•



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 7, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5
... OBITUARIES continued from page 4

Agnes Marie Gibson Crowe, 78, of Highlands, NC 
passed away on Friday, December 25, 2020. She was born July 
26, 1942 in Macon County to 
the late James Thomas Gibson 
and Tina Savilla Henry Gibson. 
Agnes was such a gracious and 
caring soul. Working in the 
office at Highlands School, 
Agnes left a lasting impression 
with all that knew her, and she 
loved each student as her own. 
She will be missed by many 
in our community. She liked 
gardening, working with her 
flowers, canning and could 
bake the best chocolate and coconut cakes. Most of all, she 
loved her family. Agnes was a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Highlands. 

Agnes is survived by a daughter, Tina Rogers (Michael) 
of Highlands; two sons, Christopher Mack Crowe (Melissa) 
of Athens, Ga. and John Stephen Crowe (Marjorie) 
of Highlands; seven grandchildren, Maggie Barden 
(Christopher), Courtney Welch (Josh), Tyler Crowe, Travis 
Crowe (Amy), Ann Marie Crowe, Emily Crowe and Gypsy 
Boulden; two great-grandchildren, Statten Barden and Haven 
Barden. In addition to her parents, Agnes is preceded in 
death by her husband, Merlin Mack Crowe; siblings, Myrtis 
(Corbin) Talley, James (Genevieve) Gibson, Alice Crane, 
John Gibson, Peggy (George) Erskine, Clyde (Linda) 
Gibson, Charlie (Betsy) Gibson, Harold (Noreen) Gibson, 
and Emily Lyons. 

A Celebration of Life will be held in the spring and will 
be announced.

Honorary Pallbearers are her cheerleaders: Mary Allyson 
Chauvin, Francine Montgomery, Carla Zoellner, Parrish 
Calloway, Sarah Stottlemyer, Tonya Clontz, Leah Ferree, 
Ashley Aspinwall, Jessica Ochoa, Robin Armstrong Neil. 

The family asks in lieu of flowers donations be made 
to the Rathbun House, 121 Sherwood Road, Asheville, NC 
28803. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving 
the Crowe family. Online condolences can be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Virginia Marie Gould 
Reynaud MD of Highlands, 
NC died peacefully in her 
sleep on December 16, 
2020 after being sharp as a 
tack for 99 years.   Virginia 
was born in Rochester, NY 
on November 16, 1921 to 
Patrick Stephen Gould and 
Frances Fien.  She graduated 
from Nazareth College where 
she was valedictorian and 
the May Queen. She enlisted 
in the Navy in 1943 and was a WAVE until 1946 where 
she attained the rank of Lt. JG.  She was a radar specialist 
and also helped serve on the Manhattan Project.  After the 
war she was one of a handful of women who attended the 
University of Maryland Medical School. There she met her 
future husband across her cadaver, Louis Favrot Reynaud.  
Virginia was always the smartest person in every room and 
was a women’s libber before the term was invented.

After their wedding, Louis and Virginia moved to 
Atlanta where they practiced Pediatrics together for 40 years.  
Along with working full time, Virginia raised three children 
and always read at least two books a week. Her books were 
not the top best sellers; they were more like The History of 
the Byzantine Empire and other light reads.

When the Reynauds retired to Highlands, Virginia had a 
chance to do all of the civic minded activities that she never 
had time for while practicing medicine.  She was president of 
the Garden Club, on the board of the Watershed advisory, a 
trustee of the Biological Station, on the board of Reach, etc.  
She and Louis hiked daily and in her spare time she created 
a wildflower garden that many made a special trip to see.  

She is survived by her three children, Louis (and Kelly), 
Christine Dunn (and John) and Suzanne King (and Thad), 
seven grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.

Virginia was one of those special people who didn’t 
act like she was any smarter or better than anyone else. If a 
problem needed to be solved, she just got to work, figured 
out a solution and got it done. She was the person who 
always told you that you could do anything if you just put 
your mind to it.  Louis was the love of her life and they had 
67 incredible years together.  She will be greatly missed by 
all who knew and loved her.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving 
the Reynaud family.

Online condolences can be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Virginia Marie Gould 
Reynaud

Agnes Marie Gibson Crowe

Albert Gene Webb, 63, of  Zirconia, NC passed away 
Thursday December 31, 2020 at his residence.

Jackson Funeral Service Hendersonville, NC is assist-
ing the Webb Family.

Albert Gene Webb

Regina Berry Keever (Danny) of  Sylva; a son, Ricky Dean 
Berry (Misty) of  Cullowhee; three grandchildren, Brittney 
Keever Stevens (Jason), Emily Berry Milligan (Dustin) and 
Nathan Berry; three great-grandchildren, Will Milligan, Ella 
Milligan and Ava Milligan; two sisters, Mattie Berry Devlin 
of  Candler and Virginia Berry Dills of  Franklin. In addition 
to his parents, William is preceded in death by his twin 
brother William J Berry and brothers, William Edward Berry 
and William Jack Berry, Jr.; sisters, Lora Berry Hedden, Edlay 
Berry Pruitt, Marie Berry Hedden, Elmira Berry Hedden 
and Martha Berry Dowdle.

A funeral service was held Saturday, January 2, 2021 at 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. Carson 
Gibson and Rev. Jason Stevens officiating. Burial was at the 
Pine Creek Cemetery, Cullowhee, NC.

Pallbearers were Nathan Berry, Jeffrey Stewart,Dustin 
Milligan, Larry Dills, Sammy Hedden and Jason Stevens.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory served 
the Berry family. Online condolences can be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Clara Stephanie Lewicki, 
97, of Highlands, NC, died 
peacefully Christmas Day, 
Dec. 25, 2020, in Highlands 
at the Eckerd Living Center 
where she had lived for 6 ½ 
years. 

She said she was very 
comfortable at the Eckerd 
Living Center, that it was a 
good place, and everyone 
took good care of her.

Being sequestered from 
her family since March due 
to COVID restrictions weighed heavy on her … she missed 
going out to lunches and dinners and interacting with her 
family and great-grandson who made her laugh out loud.

Clara was born Nov. 21, 1923, the daughter of Kajetan 
Cetner and Stella Adamczewski Cetner who immigrated to 
Brooklyn, NY from Poland in the early 1900s.

She was educated at Girls High School in Brooklyn, 
NY through the 12th grade. She was of the Catholic faith. 
She worked at various jobs throughout her life – as a 
bookkeeper, and library assistant and personnel assistant for 
the Three Village Central School System in Stony Brook, 
NY and also as an apartment manager in Mt. Pleasant, SC.

Clara was a voracious reader devouring 2-3 books a 
week. She was artistic and was always creating something 
whether cooking a meal, painting a watercolor scene, cross 
stitching, knitting or crocheting. She could identify trees and 
shrubs, plants and flowers even before they bloomed. She 
and her husband Alex cultivated gardens to accentuate their 
homes wherever they lived.

She loved to travel by car and orchestrated many trips 
for her family.

In younger days, she and her granddaughters made the 
Polish Christmas dessert – Chrusciki and at Christmas and 
Easter there were always pierogi and kielbasa with sauerkraut 
and mushrooms as well as sweet Babka bread.

She loved to entertain and always presented a spread 
complete with appetizers and dessert.

She was preceded in death by her parents Kajetan and 
Stella Cetner; her two sisters; Marianna Cetner Bialobzeski 
and Severa Cetner Wilk, all of Brooklyn, NY and husband 
Alexander F. Lewicki who died February 21, 2008 in 
Highlands also at the Eckerd Living Center.

She is survived by two sons, William (Barbara) Lewicki 
of Tucson, AZ, and James (Kimberly) Lewicki of Highlands; 
two granddaughters, Rachel Lewicki of Highlands and Megan 
Lewicki Axelrod (Joel) of Nashville, and great-grandson 
Hudson Alexander Rosser Tilley of Highlands.

A family service is planned for a later date.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory served the 

Lewicki family.

Clara Stephanie Lewicki
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa,   GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation,   too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks,   D.D.S.

...COVID from 
page 1

Kenny Youmans

•On the Sunny Side • 
Laugh and The Whole World Laughs with You

“Laugh and The Whole World 
Laughs with You; Weep and You Weep 
Alone”

The lines first appeared in 
“Solitude,” a poem written 
in the February 25, 1882 is-

sue of  the New York Sun.
The Author was Ella Wheeler 

Wilcox, who received $5.00 for her 
work.

It’s important not only to 
laugh but also smile.

“A smile is a very inexpensive 
way to improve your looks instant-
ly”

“A smile is the best makeup 
any girl can wear” -- Marilyn Mon-
roe

“If  you see someone without 
a smile, give them one of  yours.  It 
will make a positive difference in 
both parties”

“Don’t forget to smile, it 
builds trust - However, some may 

wonder what you are 
up to”

“Sometimes your 
joy is the source of  
your smile, but some-
times your smile can be 
the source of  your joy”

“A smile is con-
tagious.  It can make a 
positive impact in any 
situation”

A smile with love 
behind it has so many 
positive effects on us:  It stimulates 
the brain, makes you come across 
as friendly, and brings joy to the 
people around you.

Whether you say hello to a 
stranger you pass in the grocery 
store or wave to your neighbor 
while you’re on the run, adding a 
smile to these simple acts of  kind-
ness can make someone’s day go 
from drab to fab.  Try it.  It works.

“A smile will do so many thi
ngs,                                               

It seems almost 
divine;

I wish they all had 
angel wings,

And everywhere 
could shine                               

A smile is cheer 
to you and me

The cost is noth-
ing – it’s given free

It comforts the 
weary – gladdens the 
sad

Consoles those in trouble – 
good and bad

To rich and poor – beggar or 
thief  

It’s free to all of  any belief. 
A natural gesture of  young 

and old
Cheers on the faint – disarms 

the bold
Unlike most blessings for 

which we pray
It’s one thing we keep when 

we give away.”       

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn

828.200.3050
bobhenritze@gmail.com•www.firewoodcompany.net

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The Firewood Company

County to date, with the three 
most recent occurring over the 
Christmas holiday. 

To protect patients and 
staff, Mission Health elevated its 
visitor restrictions to Level 3 at all 
locations, including Angel Medi-
cal Center, Blue Ridge Regional 
Hospital, CareParters, Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital, Mission Hos-
pital McDowell and Transylvania 
Regional Hospital. The exception 
will be for pediatric patients, who 
will be allowed to have one adult 
visitor with them at a time. 

Limited other special situ-
ations will be reviewed on indi-
vidual cases.

Meanwhile, the health de-
partment halted testing around 
December 19 and is currently 
working though backlogs of  
testing for the county due to the 
holidays. Despite an increase in 
cases, the health department has 
decreased testing availability to 
two days a week to be able to be-
gin scheduling vaccinations for 
COVID19 as well. 

According to case demo-
graphics from the health depart-
ment on Dec. 30, a little more 
than 8 percent of  the county’s 
positive cases are from the High-
lands area. 

On Jan. 1, 2021, North Car-
olina reported its highest one-day 
number of  COVID19 cases with 
9,527 new cases reported, ex-
ceeding the state’s previous high-
est day set on Dec. 18, 2020 by 
more than 1,000. 

Records were also set for the 
percent of  tests that were posi-
tive and hospitalizations.

On Jan. 2, 15.5 percent of  
tests were positive, the highest 
rate since the start of  the pan-
demic. In addition, 3,479 people 
were hospitalized with COV-
ID19 and 783 people were in the 
intensive care unit on Jan. 2, and 
by Tuesday, Jan. 3, hospitaliza-
tions reached 3,635 people with 
96 percent of  hospitals in the 
state reporting. 

As of  8:30 on Jan. 4, Mis-
sion Health System reported that 

Winter
in Highlands!

The Dry Sink • Main St. • Highlands
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden,   Bri Field,   Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

...MAYOR continued from page 2
What a month

Lord Banjo

•Lord Banjo Reflections• 
DOGSPEAK

It all started with Dad hav-
ing knee surgery. It wasn’t 
unexpected. He just has to 

space out having all these new 
parts installed. In May, he got a 
new hip, and Mom’s called him 
the bionic man ever since—
whoever that is.

In early December, he 
went in as planned for his new 
part. Easy, peasy. He didn’t 
even have to spend the night. 
By week two, he was walking 
with a cane. He was pretty im-
pressed with himself. Me? I 
didn’t have time to be impressed with him. I 
had issues of  my own.

That’s right. I had to have surgery too. 
Now, that was unexpected. I tend to chew 
my belly when the seasons change. I get itchy, 
dang it. The vet says I’m allergic to inhalants 
which I think means all that stuff  that floats 
around in the air when the season change. 
So, right on schedule, I started chewing my 
belly, except this time, I also chewed one of  
my knees or elbows, depending on who you 
ask. Mom gave me Benadryl, but the chew-
ing didn’t stop. I can’t explain it. I can’t help 
myself.

Imagine her surprise when she took me 
to the vet for a shot to stop the chewing, 
and they said I needed to have a lump cut 
off  my elbow. Imagine my dismay when she 
said okay. She didn’t want to do it because 
she was busy taking care of  Dad, and didn’t 
want two patients at once, but she had no 
choice ‘cause I kept chewing even after the 
shot to stop the itching.

Dad was still using his walker when 
Mom loaded me in the car and took me 
for surgery. If  you can believe it, she had 
them clean my teeth the very same day. I 
think that was overkill, but no one asked me. 
The good news is I didn’t have to spend the 

night. The bad news? They 
sent me home in the cone of  
shame. You know what that is, 
right?

It was awful. It was so 
big, I couldn’t get my head 
down into my food bowl, 
and Mom had to hold my 
water bowl up so I could get 
to it. Could there be anything 
worse? Well, yes. I figured out 
how to chew my elbow even 
with the cone. Fooled them, 
didn’t I? At least I thought I 
did until they came home with 

an even bigger cone. It seems me pulling 
out my stitches isn’t allowed. I had to go 
back to have the stitches checked, and that’s 
when the wonderful vet tech made a highly 
intelligent suggestion – put me in a long-
sleeved teeshirt instead of  a cone. Wow! 
That was a huge improvement in comfort, 
not to mention, I looked quite spiffy in my 
red teeshirt. It was Christmas time, after all.

My stitches came out right before 
Christmas so Mom took my teeshirt off. I 
kinda missed it, so I figured I’d chew my 
elbow some more so she’d put it back on. 
It worked like a charm, and now I have a 
spiffy black shirt in addition to the red one. 
We royal dogs enjoy being fashionable, and 
I haven’t gotten to dress up in ages. Perhaps 
after this virus thing goes away, my royal 
purple robe will come out of  storage, and 
I’ll get look even spiffier. Meanwhile, I’ll 
take a new teeshirt – maybe a purple one.

• Lord Banjo lives in Georgia with his mum, 
Kathy Manos Penn, author of  the Dickens & 
Christie cozy animal mystery series available on 
Amazon and at Books Unlimited in Frank-
lin. Find Lord Banjo’s book locally at Highland 
Mountain Paws and write him at inkpenn119@
gmail.com.

I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu,   low prices,   FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dinner
Thurs. - Sat.

5p until

Closed for a week ... Reopening Friday Jan. 15

storage requirements. Early clinical reports indicate it may have a high efficacy level. The 
company intends on asking for emergency authorization sometime in February. There 
may be multiple vaccination options as we move into the new year. I will muster up more 
patience, while at the same time advocating for the best outcome for Highlands.
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HOME FURNISHINGS 

BED & BATH 

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
FURNITURE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
9AM-5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828�526�5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

not scheduling individuals for vac-
cination in vaccine phases other 
than Phase 1A. 

In addition, currently Mis-
sion Health does not have a spe-
cific plan to vaccinate the gen-
eral public, however, depending 
on vaccine allocations from the 
state, if  the hospital completes a 
defined phase and has additional 
vaccines remaining, the general 
public will be able to receive the 
vaccine at the hospital, otherwise 
the vaccines will be available at the 
Macon County Public Health De-
partment. 

The plan is to have vaccines 
distributed to the state on a week-
ly basis – the state will then dis-
tribute the vaccine to counties for 
distribution. 

After the first group of  indi-
viduals has received the vaccine, 
(1A - Health care workers fight-
ing COVID-19 and long-term 
care staff  and residents) Macon 
County Health Director Kathy 
McGaha said the county will 
move into the second group – 1B 
– which includes adults at highest 
risk of  severe illness and those at 
highest risk for exposure such as 
adults with conditions like cancer, 
COPD, and heart conditions.

The next phase of  vaccina-

tions - 1B - will open in groups.
Group 1: Anyone 75 years or 

older regardless of  medical condi-
tion or living situation. People do 
not have to have a chronic health 
condition. 

Group 2: Health care and 
frontline essential workers who 
are 50 years of  age or older.

Group 3: Frontline work-
ers of  any age and health care 
workers of  any age, regardless of  
whether they work directly with 
COVID-19 patients. This phase is 
anticipated to begin in early Janu-
ary.

The CDC defines frontline 
essential workers as first respond-
ers, firefighters, police, educators 
including child care, teachers, and 
support staff, manufacturing, cor-
rections officers, public transit, 
grocery store, food and agricul-
ture, and US postal workers.

Phase 2 is for adults at high 
risk for exposure and at increased 
risk of  severe illness. 

In this phase, vaccinations 
will also open in groups.

Group 1: Anyone ages 65-74 
years regardless of  medical condi-
tion or living situation. 

Group 2: Anyone 16-64 
years with a medical condition 
that increases risk of  severe dis-

ease from COVID-19.
Group 3: Anyone who is in-

carcerated or living in other close 
group living settings who has not 
already vaccinated due to age, 
medical condition or job function. 

Group 4: Essential workers 
as defined by the CDC who have 
not yet been vaccinated.

Phase 3: Students – college, 
university and high school stu-
dents 16 or older.

Younger children will only be vac-
cinated when the vaccine is approved for 
them.

Phase 4 is for anyone who 
wants a COVID-19 vaccine will 
be able to get one.

All vaccine providers are 
expected to ensure that vaccine 
is administered equitably within 
each group. 

Individuals who fall in the 
Phase 1A can call the Macon 
County COVID Call Center at 
828-349-2517 to schedule an ap-
pointment to receive the vaccine.

Those who are not in Phase 
1A are not able to schedule an ap-
pointment at this time.

As of  January 5, the North 
Carolina Department of  Health 
and Human Services reports that 
a total of  174 vaccinations have 
been distributed in Macon Coun-
ty; 109,799 given across the state 

... VACCINES continued from page 1 with 461 doses being completed 
in NC (individuals with first and 

second dose).
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.• Chestnut Hill,   
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands,   NC,   has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service,   Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Pat Gleeson
White Oak Realty Group

Owner,   BIC
828-782-0472

2021 Forecast
“There is no such thing as bad 

weather, only different kinds of  good 
weather”  	             – John Ruskin)

Happy New Year one 
and all! It’s the time 
of  year when every-

one and their brother is mak-
ing predictions, goals, and 
forecasts. This is especially 
true when it comes to Real Es-
tate prognosticating. Honestly, 
most of  what you hear and 
read ranges from an educated 
guess to a bunch of  malarkey 
(some would call it bull ____ ).

To prove my point here’s 
a few excellent examples. Who predicted a 
year ago that the real estate market in High-
lands and Cashiers would increase by 73% 
during 2020? Similarly, who forecasted the 
crash & burn of  the real estate market back 
in 2008-2009? Life does not always follow 
a forecast. Did anyone forecast that China 
would send us a pandemic, the shut-down 
of  the national economy, tumbleweed blow-
ing across the streets of  New York City, or 
Clemson losing to Ohio State (actually, I did 
put my money on the Buckeyes)? 

In order to accurately forecast the 
Highlands-Cashiers Real Estate market in 
2021, there’s a lot we can learn from the 
Farmer’s Almanac, which has been in the 
forecasting business since 1792. Accord-
ing to the Almanac, Winter this year will 
be warmer than normal, with the coldest 

weather occurring between 
now and the end of  January 
(well duh). You should really 
read the Farmer’s Almanac. 
It predicts the exact time that 
the sun will rise, the precise 
day of  every full moon, and 
the best flowers to plant in 
order to attract butterflies 
and hummingbirds. The same 
“unknowns” and “knowns” 
are true as we forecast the 
Real Estate business this year.

The knowns are these. 
We know that you deserve to 
live in a place like this. The 
weather is cooler; the moun-

tains call your name; the water is crystal 
clear; the streets are safe; the people are 
friendly and smile even while wearing a 
mask. Just as sure as the time of  the sun-
rise and the day of  the full moon, we know 
you’ll eventually want to be here.

The unknowns are these. You may not 
know if  the timing is right; you may not 
know if  you can go back to your office this 
year; you may not know if  the right moun-
tain property is available in your price range; 
you may not know if  it’s the right time to 
sell, or hold; you may not know the invest-
ment opportunities; and you may not have 
all of  the answers in your life right now. So 
just as unsure as the weather forecast or the 
depth of  the next snowfall, you need to ask 
some questions. I recommend that you seek 
the good counsel of  a Real Estate profes-
sional in the Highlands-Cashiers area. We’re 
here for you!

A wise man gave me some sage advice 
once when I’m contemplating the big deci-
sions. He said Pat, ask yourself  this ques-
tion; “In light of  my past experiences, my 
current circumstances, and my future hopes 
and dreams, what’s the best thing to do?

According to Farmer’s Almanac, 
Spring will arrive with the Equinox on 
March 20th, at 5:37AM EST. You can bet 
on it, so C’mon Up!

• Pat Gleeson, Bee, Tom, Christal, Mi-
chael, and their dog Gemma are Helpers 
and Brokers of  White Oak Realty Group, 
in downtown Highlands (4th Street across 
from the Old Edwards Inn). Since 2009, 
White Oak Realty Group remains one of  
the leading boutique brokerage firms on the 
Highlands-Cashiers Plateau. You can reach 
all of  us at 828.526.8118.

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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...COVID continued from page 6

Proverbs 3:5
• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC  • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY 

VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447  

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the 
Shortoff Baptist Church.

Worship times are on the 1st & 2nd Sundays 
Morning Worship 9AM • Evening Worship 5PM 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:30 PM
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 

9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,  Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

there were 166 lab-confirmed positive COVID19 patients 
in Mission Health system; 140 at Mission Hospital; 4 at 
Angel Medical Center; 4 at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital; 
1 at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital; 10 at Mission Hospital 
McDowell; 7 at Transylvania Regional Hospital.

Because of  the increase in COVID19 cases, and to 
account for travel and gatherings that may have occurred 
over the Christmas holiday, Highlands School is spending 
the first week of  the Spring semester in virtual learning. 

The rest of  Macon County Schools returned for in-
person learning on Tuesday.

Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, Macon County 
Schools announced that one positive case of  COVID-19 
has been confirmed within the Macon County Schools 
Administrative staff  as well as positive cases at the fol-
lowing locations: Highlands School-1, Macon Middle 
School-2, Macon Early College-1, Franklin High School-2, 
Cartoogechaye Elementary School-1, E. Franklin Elemen-
tary-1 and Mountain View Intermediate-1.

If  the number of  active positive cases continues to 
increase, an emergency meeting of  the MC Board of  Edu-
cation may be scheduled to determine if  schools need to 
consider virtual learning. 

The H-C Health Foundation is hosting a free testing 
clinic at The Village Green in Cashiers on January 11 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and at the Highlands Rec Center from 
2:30-4:30 p.m. People must register prior to arriving. Call 
the foundation office at 828-482-6510 or go to the website 
www.hchealthfnd.org

White Christmas keeps 
emergency crews busy

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The mountains were blanketed in snow over the holi-
day weekend in what is believed to be the first white Christ-
mas the Plateau has seen in a decade.

A winter wonderland in the mountains may look gor-
geous, but road and emergency crews had their hands full 
responding to calls over the holiday, including a landslide 
on Highway 64 and Chowan Road near On the Verandah 
restaurant.

The landslide was reported around 7 p.m. on Christ-
mas Eve and is believed to have started with a falling tree 
that ended up bringing down several large rocks and a pow-
erline along with it, leaving everything strewn throughout 
the road.

“A large tree fell due to winds and saturated soil, caus-
ing the embankment to slide with the stump,” said High-
lands Public Works Director Lamar Nix.

Nix added that a contract crew has been working to 
clean up the location throughout the week.

In preparation for the winter weather over the week-
end, Nix said Town crews began treating the roads early 
afternoon on Christmas Eve.

He said the snow came in waves and made the roads 
slick, and soon the sidewalks had to be treated as well.

Highlands Fire & Rescue Chief  Ryan Gearhart said 
they were busy throughout the weekend, including reports 
of  car accidents, and downed trees and power lines. He 
added that icy roads contributed to the car accidents.
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley,   PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley,   PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting,   LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd.,   Bldg. E,   Ste. 3
Waynesville,   NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects,   turf and landscaping projects,   

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

$17 for Black/White
$22 for Color



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen,   Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla,   SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

...INVESTING continued from page 15

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT

RENTAL,   LLC
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•Classifieds•
FOR SALE
2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT. Ex-

tended Cab. Red Leather interior. 4600 Miles. Like 
new. Asking $32,000 (st. 1/7)

WANTED
LOCAL RESIDENT LOOKING for small, 1 

or 2 bedroom rental while I build house. No pets. 828-
200-9777. 

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in Highlands Plaza is 
accepting CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE. Please call or 
text Susan at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED
GEORGIA WHOLESALE SPORTS – Whole-

sale distributor of fishing & Hungting supplies is looked 
for Sales Reps. Very aattractive commission program. If 
you love the outdoors and would like to sell fishing & 
hunging products we would like to hearf from you. No 
Phone Calls. Send resume to: Georgia Wholesale Sports, 
Box 298, Manchester, GA 31816. (st. 11/19)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, HIGHLANDS 
NC -- $500 sign-on bonus for Housekeeping and 
Dishwashing! Now recruiting for Dishwashers, House-
keepers, Turndown Attendants, Cook, Pastry and Bread 
Cook, Assistant Farm Manager, Servers, Bussers, Cater-
ing Manager, Host/Hostess, Reservation Specialist, Front 
Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness Manager. Benefits 

offered after 90 days employment. Apply online: www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UPSCALE AS-
SISTED LIVING COMMUNITY in search of a 
CNAs, and Med Techs. Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.
com or call 828-526-5251. (st. 2/13) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire 
to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
Have you started a home renovation project during 

COVID-19 and have become overwhelmed with finding 
the right workers for the project?  Our crew is here 
to help!  Contact us @ 828-482-2554 or email us @ 
scalyhousedesign@gmail.com.  

DON AND RON MAINTENANCE – We pres-
sure wash, handle electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. 
Property monitoring, hauling. Free quotes. 252-933-0499 
& 828-349-4703. (st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic. 
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-• 7560. (12/10) 

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER – CNA trained. 
Cook, Clean, Errands, Personal care. Dog Walker. Excel-
lent references. Covid immune. Computer literate. Call 
828-200-4965. (st. 11/24)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & 
FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed plus bonus 

room with 2 bathrooms, activity room, one-car garage. 
239-597-2959. (st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads installed. PRIVATE. Multiple exit/
entry. 2/2 residence. asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK ROAD 
behind Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER CLEAR 
CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. $118,000. Call 
706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from Dec. 10. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials have been used.

Dec. 10
• At 10:20 a.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle 

accident on US 64 west at 2nd Street.
Dec. 21
• At 8:50 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle 

accident on US 64 west at Naiad Terrace.
• At 9:02 a.m., officers received a report of an illegal 

dumping of vegetation in the woods near Netsi Place.
Dec. 22
• At 8 a.m., officers received a report of littering in 

Highlands Plaza.
Dec. 23
• At 12:10 p.m., officers received a report of a per-

son trespassing on Log Cabin Lane after being told to 
leave the property.

Dec. 29
• At 4 p.m., officers received a report of sterling 

silver items valued at $350 being stolen from cabinets at 
a residence on Paul Walden Road.

Dec. 30
• At 9:02 a.m., officers were called to a residence 

on Sequoyah Drive concerning an attended death of an 
83 year old man..

• At 7 p.m., officers received a report of a firearm 
stolen from a vehicle parked at Highlands Plaza.

Jan. 1
• At 1:17 a.m., Rutilio Valencie Venegas, 24, of Frank-

lin, was arrested for DUI and driving without a license. 
He was issued a $1,000 unsecured bond. His court date 
is Feb. 16.

• At noon, officers received a report of a suspicious 
person at a residence on Spruce Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Dec. 
23.

Dec. 23
• At 3:15 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Oak Street.
Dec. 24
• At 9:06 a.m., the dept. provided public assistance 

at a residence on Morewood Road.
• At 3:08 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to at 

location on Main Street.
• At 5:52 p.m., the dept. was called about a power 

line down on W. Knoll Drive.
• At 6:53 p.m., the dept. offered public assistance to 

a motorist on US 64 west.
• At 6:57 p.m., the dept. was called about a tree on 

a power line on Hickory Lane.
Dec. 25
• At 10:21 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm 

at a residence on Hudson Road.
• At 11:58 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor 

vehicle accident on US 64 east.
• At 1:12 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor ve-

hicle accident on Horse Cove Road.

Dec. 26
• At 3:54 a.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to the 

Cashiers FD.
• At 8:23 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Valentine Lane.
• At 3:31 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor 

vehicle accident on Chelsey Lane.
Dec. 27
• At 11:43 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm 

at a residence on Country Club Dr.
• At 12:08 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to 

a residence on Foreman Road.
• At 6:04 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on US 64 west.
Dec. 29
• At 10:29 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm 

at a residence on Cottage Lane.
Dec. 30
• At 11:23 p.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to 

the Cashiers Fire Dept.
Dec. 31
• At 4:53 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor 

vehicle accident on N. 4th Street
Jan. 2
• At 3:43 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor 

vehicle accident on US 64 west.
• At 7:21 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Big View Drive.



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
   https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
   https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2
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Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers,   Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands,   NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

•Classifieds•

Available for 
2021
Call 

828-200-1371

SOLD



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner,   BIC
828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street,   Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

See you 
again early 

Spring!

REOPENING 
Saturdays in January 

Jan. 14, 21, 28
Open in February 12-28 

(Closed Mon and Tues) 

Making Deals. Making History. 
Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS sales 
for a single broker this year selling over $165M 
per the HCMLS and county recordings! 

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented 
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS. 
She represented 100 happy clients in closed 
transactions in 2020. 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke 
the Highlands sales history by selling over a 
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020. 

Jody Lovell 
(828) 226.6303


