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At the Town Board annual 
retreat last Thursday, one of  the 
last presentations was by Direc-
tor of  the Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce Kaye McHan.

She outlined results of  the 
Chamber’s annual retreat which 
took place in February during 
which the board further delin-
eated the Chamber of  Com-

merce’s and Visitor Center’s mis-
sion statements and purpose and 
spoke about the future of  tourism 
in Highlands once COVID is con-
tained.

“We have two different fund-
ing sources so basically we run 
two different businesses which is 
the way we distinguish what we 
do with the funds we receive,” she 

said.
The Chamber is funded with 

membership dues and the Visitor 
Center, now dubbed Visit High-
lands NC is funded through occu-
pancy tax dollars which all accom-
modations must levy. 

The occupancy tax in Macon 
County is 3% of  the accommoda-

Keeping the Sanitation De-
partment in the black has always 
been a challenge for the town. Of  
its three enterprise funds – elec-
tric, water/sewer and sanitation – 
sanitation always needs a transfer 

of  funds from an unreserved fund 
balance to break even.

“We lose money every year 
without transferring funds,” said 
Treasurer Rebecca Shuler at last 
Thursday’s retreat.

Ideas to get the department in 
the black included cutting residen-
tial pickup to one time a week in-
stead of  two, going out of  the trash 
business, raising rates across the 

Capital Improvement 
wish list includes 

Rec Park additions
Philanthropy in Highlands is 

historic.
Joining Jane Woodruff, who 

helped make Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital and the Highlands Civic 
Center a reality as well as paving 
the way for a Fire & Rescue com-
plex, among other things, are Art 
and Angela Williams and families 
and businesses in Highlands who 
donate money but also offer in-
kind services.

Now an anonymous family 

has stepped up to flesh out High-
lands’ recreation offerings. 

At Thursday’s Town Board 
retreat, Recreation Director Les-
ter Norris said a family has of-
fered $31,000 to expand the exist-
ing playground at the park.

“Basically, they want to add 
two more units to what is already 
there … expand the current area 
down the embankment and to 
add a new area on the other side 

WCU student employees of 
High Hampton Resort get 

tuition reimbursement
Chamber prepares for 2021 and beyond

Sanitation Dept. is hot topic at retreat

It began as small conversa-
tions regarding the possibility of  
Western Carolina University estab-
lishing an internship program with 
High Hampton resort in Cashiers.

Little did Kenny Jordan, as-
sistant professor of  hospitality 
and tourism in WCU’s College of  

Business, know the magnitude of  
what those discussions would re-
sult in – a partnership establishing 
the High Hampton Educational 
Assistance Plan.

Through the plan, High 
Hampton is looking to employ up 

NC DOT’s paving project started Monday night with crews milling a small portion of Main at 1st Street until 
rain closed them down. Tuesday was rained out but it stopped temporarily early Wednesday morning so crews 
returned to that area to finish the milling. The plan was to mill at night and return the next day to pave, but rain 
has altered plans.  After the 1st to 2nd block is completed, crews will move down block by block over the com-
ing days, weather permitting, with milling at night and paving during the day.                      – Photo by Brian O’Shea

NC DOT Paving Project begins on Main St.
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Ran Shaffner, the archi-
vist emeritus for the 
Highlands Historical 

Society, wrote an interesting 
article in the February March 
Plateau Magazine. It is en-
titled, “Allowing the Soul to 
Bloom.” 

My friend Alice Nelson 
shared the piece with me. I 
found it very informative as 
we develop a new community 
comprehensive plan and grap-
ple with pressures of  growth 
and expansion.

Dr. Shaffner writes:
“Growth looms more destructive 

in a village than in a metropolis, where it 
is far less noticed. To argue that a town, 
which doesn’t grow, will die is to disre-
gard deaths from overgrowth. The high 
cost of  too much growth in a small town 
is not so much financial as human. The 
stakes are higher in a town like Highlands 
than for larger cities, whose residents 
visit for love of  what makes it differ-
ent rather than what duplicates life back 
home. The hope for Highlands’ future 
lies in preserving its natural and human 

qualities, its innate beauty and 
humanity.

I find myself  agreeing with 
Ran about the future of  High-
lands and the plateau. A motto 
I have embraced over the years 
has been “to balance preserva-
tion and progress.” Progress 
does not imply ever expanding 
growth. Preservation has many 
dimensions, not just preserva-
tion of  this beautiful environ-
ment. Shaffner points out we 
need to preserve our human 

capital also. The community needs an on-
going conversation as to how this dynamic 
between change and constancy develops. 

I witnessed the value of  our humanity 
in this community over and over this win-
ter. This past Sunday, another event was put 
on by the Highlands Cashiers Vaccination 
Clinic at the Highlands Recreation Center. 
I was again gratified to see such a tremen-
dous volunteer effort in vaccinating almost 
1,000 people. 

As a volunteer I found myself  empa-
thizing with everyone getting vaccinated. 
Regardless of  our status in life, I again re-
alized we are all connected to one another 
in mutual support and concern. We are at 
our best as a community when we help our 
neighbors in time of  need and distress like 
what we have endured this past year. 

Highlands is a caring community of  
volunteers that responds to those needs. We 
can’t afford to lose this invaluable human 
asset. We can’t afford to lose this core of  
residents who love to live, work and serve 
this community. What will we really accom-
plish if  we sacrifice this human, caring re-
source for only expanded monetary gain? 
While preserving the natural beauty of  the 
plateau is essential, preserving our human-
ity actually goes hand in hand in a broader 
preservation vision.

Our town retreat last week identified 
a long list of  needs that require funding. 
The most critical needs will be included 
in the forthcoming budget. Other impor-
tant needs will remain as top priorities for 
subsequent budgets. The board will have to 
make difficult decisions between now and 
July.

The March Highlands Town Board 
Meeting will be in person tonight at the 

Highlands Conference Center. It will be-
gin at 7 pm. There will also be a ZOOM 
option, but public comment will be done 
in person. A person wishing to make a 

comment can come to the start of  the 
meeting, make a comment and then leave. 
Masks and social distancing will be ob-
served at the meeting.

The trick is balancing preservation and progress
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Only 12 Estate Lots remaining, call for a tour today.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours • 12-9p
Closed Mon.-Wed. 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

(Closed Wednesdays)
474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

NOW OPEN
Wednesday - Sunday 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. • Dining Room at 5:30 p.m.
Please call for reservations

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine Bistro 
wouldn’t be here today 

without trust, loyalty, and the 
continued support of our customers, 

and employees. 
We hope to see you soon!

– Chef & Mindy Green
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I? EST AU RA t-1'{ 
OPEN FOR OUR 

32nd 

�EA�ON
Tues. - Sat.

Dinner starts at
5:30 p.m.

Take-out 

ekend Sp 
March 1 
Corned Be 

Cabbage and Po 
Bread-Dessert 

$26.95 
Dinner For two W 

Prepare-You HMf�=

526-2762
imited Supply Call 

reserve! 

tatoes

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

NOW OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30

Fri. & Sat. in 
March

40 Years of Fine Dining

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Paoletti

Reservations: 828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

OPENING THURSDAY, APRIL 8
For our 37th Season!

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Closed Tues. & Wed. in April

Proudly Introducing 
Chef de Cuisine Alberto Rodriguez and 
Wine Director/Advanced Sommelier 

Kyle Tarczynski
Come See What’s New on Our Menu

Ristorante
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
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•obituaries • 

...SANITATION continued from page 1

Billy Ray Nix 
(Bill), 83, of  Scaly 
Mountain, North 
Carolina passed 
away on March 
14, 2021. He was 
born September 
21, 1937 to the late 
Marvin and Rhoda 
Nix.

Bill was a lov-
ing husband, father, 
and grandfather. 
He was preceded in 
death by two brothers, John Mar-
vin Nix, Jr. (Junior) and Richard 
Nix. He is survived by his wife, 
Jean Nix, and his two children, 
Curtis Nix and Judy Marchman 
(Ben). He is also survived by his 
three grandchildren: Michael Nix, 

Sam Nix, and Ash-
ley Marchman.

Bill was a life-
long resident of  
Scaly Mountain, 
NC. He worked 
with the US For-
est Service until his 
retirement, where 
he worked mostly 
with timber. He 
loved to be out-
doors and in the 
woods. His favorite 

pastimes were hunting and fish-
ing. He was an avid gardener, and 
he had the most beautiful garden 
every year.

Bill also loved to listen to 
gospel and bluegrass music, 
watch old Westerns on the TV, 

and spend time with his friends 
and family. Bill was a member of  
Battle Branch Baptist Church in 
Clayton, GA and loved the Lord 
very much.

The funeral service was at 
Battle Branch Baptist Church 
Wednesday, March 17 with Pas-
tor Madison McCrackin and Rev. 
Oliver Rice officiating. Burial fol-
lowed at the Methodist Cemetery 
in Scaly Mountain, NC.

Per Covid-19 guidelines, 
masks and social distancing will 
be required at the service.

Hunter Funeral Home is in 
charge of  arrangements. An on-
line obituary and register is avail-
able www.hunterfuneralhomega.
com

Billy Ray Nix

Sandra Duane Parr, 72 of  
Cullowhee, went home to be with 
the Lord on Monday, March 8, 
2021.

Born in Tampa, FL, she was 
the daughter of  the late JD and 
Doris Marquart Hughes. Sandra 
was a retired schoolteacher in FL 
and was the owner of  The Bird 
Barn and Gift Emporium in Ca-
shiers, NC.  She loved reading and 
studying her Bible, cooking, and 

watching cooking shows. Mrs. 
Parr was a member of  Commu-
nity Bible Church in Cashiers, NC.

She is survived by her hus-
band of  52 years, Leroy Daniel 
Parr, Jr; daughter Jaime Duane 
Jones (Durl) of  Banner Elk, NC; 
son, Leroy Daniel Parr III (Pat-
ty) of  Cullowhee, NC; and one 
brother, Douglas Charles Hughes 
of  Tampa, FL. Also surviving 
are eight grandchildren, who she 

loved and adored.
In following Mrs. Parr’s wish-

es, the family will not be having 
any services at this time.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als can be made to TSI, PO Box 
1566, Newland, NC 28657, Refer-
ence, Sandra Parr.

Online condolences can be 
made at www.maconfuneralhome.
com.

Sandra Duane Parr

board, raising rates only for week-
end pickups in the commercial 
district, raising rates just for those 
businesses that need extra trash 
pickup on the weekends, charging 
Vacation Rentals and AirBnBs the 
commercial rate for pickup, and 
finally finding a place for a “con-
venience” center where residents 
and businesses can take their trash 
in between pickups. 

“No one does residential 
pickup two times a week any-
where,” said Commissioner Amy 
Patterson. “They just do one time, 
so we need to look at that option, 
too.”

Town Manager Josh Ward 
said going out of  the trash busi-
ness was a possibility, but he was 
certain residents and businesses 
wouldn’t be happy because they 

wouldn’t get the same level of  
service at the price at which they 
are accustom. Commissioner 
Patterson said maybe an outside 
contractor would just pick up the 
business district, but Ward said he 
didn’t know if  it would be worth 
their while.

Though increasing fees across 
the board has been the answer in 
the past, Commissioner Patterson 
said residential customers already 
subsidize commercial customers, 
so she didn’t want to jump the gun 
on raising rates.

“Let’s figure out a more ef-
fective and efficient way to do this 
instead of  raising rates. The com-
mercial tonnage of  FY ’19-’20 is 
almost exactly the same so some-
thing is off, and we have already 
spent the entire amount allocated 

for overtime for ’20-’21 in half  a 
year.”

Just raising commercial rates 
or just raising rates for those busi-
nesses that need more pickups 
than others was also considered, 
as was charging Vacation Rentals/
VRBOs or AirBnBs as commer-
cial entities. 

But Ward said they had 
learned that it is unlawful to re-
quire Vacation Rentals/VRBOs 
or AirBnBs to register which 
means there isn’t a documented 
way to segregate them from resi-
dential customers.

Police Chief  Andrea Hol-
land and Officer Leah McCall said 
there really hasn’t been an issue 
with the Vacation Rental market 
as to not complying with bear-

• See SANITATION page 7
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I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Dinner
Thurs. - Sat.

5p until

Dine in within our heated, weather-proof enclosure!

...SANITATION continued from page 6

VINEYARDS
DINNER

Fisher
with Atlanta Chefs Matthew Basford of Canoe and 

Chris Hall of Local Three Kitchen & Bar

Friday, May 21 | 6:30 pm
The Farm at Old Edwards

For more details visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/FisherVineyards
Or call 828-787-2525 to book.

$215 per person, plus tax and gratuity.

proof  trash cans and overflowing trash.
There have been a few instances, but 

Officer McCall said people comply after 
one visit and she hasn’t had to issue any 
fines for anything regarding trash.

Finding a place in town for a “conve-
nience center” is discussed annually, but no 
one wants one in their back yard.

“Where could we put a convenience 
center without a huge outcry? As good as 
an idea is, we still have to figure out how 
it would work,” said Commissioner Pat-
terson.

Acknowledging that the main reason 
for the department deficit is due to over-
time, Public Works Director Lamar Nix 
said the day before the retreat he had made 
changes in the department to offset the 
overtime hours logged particularly in the 
commercial arena.

He said he has stopped cardboard 
pickup in the business district, has stopped 
personnel in other departments – many 
who make a higher hourly wage – from 
logging overtime in the sanitation depart-

ment and limited sanitation employees to 
four hours of  overtime on a weekend.

In addition, Department Head Larry 
Houston is supplying a list of  businesses 
that consistently need more pickups than 
others particularly on weekends, in case the 
town wants to charge them more. Nix said 
part of  the problem is certain businesses 
have a need for more pickups due to a lack 
of  capacity and some don’t have space for 
increased capacity. 

In that case commissioners said an in-
crease just for them would just be “the cost 
of  doing business.”

In the end, commissioners agreed to 
collect and go over the data before making 
sanitation department rate changes for FY 
’21-’22.

“Let’s not overreact. In one year, let’s 
see if  Lamar’s new policy works and then 
if  necessary, let’s consider targeting rate in-
creases rather than raising rates across the 
board,” said Commissioner Patterson.

– Kim Lewicki

Bluegrass Brunch
March 21, April 11 and April 25th 
10am - 3pm (music starts at Noon) 

Salon Series
Wed, March 24, 2021 

4- 6 p.m.
* Due to the COVID19 pandemic, this event is limited to 20 guests. Social 

distancing and masks are required.

Upcoming Events at
Highlander Mountain House & The Ruffed Grouse Tavern 

Changes in procedures are aimed at bringing the Sanitation  Department into the black.  
– Photo by Brian O’Shea
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...REC PARK continued from page 1
of  the skate park where the picnic table is 
now.”

Norris said the family has pledged an-
other $20,000 to be hopefully augmented 
with a local fundraising campaign.

With a Town Board squarely be-
hind recreation facilities in town as well as 
enormous financial aid from Art & An-
gela Williams who helped fund the interior 
renovation of  the Civic building as well as 
renovations to the pool house, creation of  
the skating rink, and work at the ball field, 
recreation facilities in Highlands have never 
looked better.

Since the annual Town Board retreat is 
where department heads present their capi-
tal improvement wish list, Norris laid out 
his wishes.

First, he said the outdoor bathrooms 
are pretty decrepit and since they have 
been getting a lot of  use with the skatepark 
opened and the tennis courts revamped, it’s 
time for them to be totally renovated. 

He asked for $75,000 to remodel the 
bathrooms and the playground. Donated 
funds would replace what the town might 
spend on the playground project.

Also on his list, is the Houston House 
on Foreman Road which is being used for 
the Rec Dept.’s after school and summer 
camp programs.

Again, this is a structure that has out-
lived its original purpose … that of  a mod-
est Highlands home.

In its place, he suggested an 8,000 sq. 
ft. multi-purpose building that could be 
used for the same after-school and camp 

programs but also much more.
“We renovated and re-allocated space 

in the Civic Center but now we need more 
space for other things,” he said.

Additional uses for the multi-purpose 
building would include birthday parties, 
family reunions, meetings, fitness classes, 
clinics, pickleball during inclement weather, 
and basketball.

He said ideally the structure would in-
clude a classroom, kitchen, restrooms, a rec-
reation room/gym, storage area, and should 
include video, music and speaking capabili-
ties as well as handicap parking on site.

The price tag is a hefty -- $2 to 2.4 mil-
lion. 

He asked that the money for the con-
ceptual plan by Architect Paul Schmitt of  
$33,000-$36,000 be budgeted for FY 2021-
’22. If  the town decides to move forward 
with the project, then that cost will be de-
ducted from the cost of  the architectural 
plans of  $165,000 to $180,000. 

Norris also requested new lights for 
the ballfield which would cost $265,00-
$275,000. They would be 20-30 feet lower 
so as not to overflow into area neighbor-
hoods and they would consist of  the latest 
lighting technology.

He also said $25,500 was needed to re-
move and replace pavilion pads on the pavil-
ions below the playground. 

No capital expense decisions were 
made at the retreat, but Rec Park items were 
added to the list.

– Kim Lewicki

to 50 students from both WCU and South-
western Community College for a variety 
of  positions paying between $12 and $15 
per hour. 

Students working a minimum of  800 
hours during a calendar year in which they 
were enrolled in school will be reimbursed 
up to $2,650 per semester – no more than 
$5,250 in a calendar year – for qualified ed-
ucational expenses, including tuition, fees 
and books.

Those working a minimum of  500 
hours during a calendar year while enrolled 
will be reimbursed up to $1,312.50 per se-
mester -- no more than $2,625 a calendar 
year -- for qualified educational expenses, 
including tuition, fees and books.

“This 
program is 
a great ex-
ample of  
the part-
ne r sh ips 
our faculty 
forge with 
businesses 
and com-
m u n i t y 
o r g a n i -
z a t i o n s 
across Western North Carolina,” WCU 
Provost Richard Starnes said. “It has im-
portant and tangible benefits for both our 
students and High Hampton resort.”

High Hampton is also providing free 
shuttle service from WCU and SCC to its 
property. Currently, more than 30 students 
have taken advantage of  the program, 
which could reach a maximum payout 
from High Hampton of  $250,000 to stu-
dents.

Participants in the plan must achieve 
a “B” or better grade-point average, or a 
“pass” grade for classes that are on a pass/
fail scale.

Jordan said they also are working 
closely with WCU’s Center for Career and 
Professional Development to promote the 
reimbursement plan and help prepare stu-
dents for the interview process. 

“Although Hospitality majors may see 
a very direct correlation to their future ca-
reer paths, all students, from any major -- 
accounting to business –  will see process-
es, culture and management in a real-world 
scenario -- all of  which can help shape 
their careers and perspectives,” said High 
Hampton General Manager Scott Greene.

Specific jobs that need filling are in 
food services, guest services, housekeeping 
and others. 

Jones said the goal of  the program is 
to provide all interested students with the 

opportunity to work and gain employment 
experience.

“We see value for students in every po-
sition, providing skills and onsite experience 
through company culture, processes, man-
agement and job skills. Housekeeping, in 
particular, can help students learn time man-
agement and attention to detail, while im-
proving and developing their interpersonal 
and communication skills,” said Greene. 

Whereas many hospitality companies in 
the area are going overseas to recruit work-
ers, Greene said the purpose of  the program 
is simply about finding the best team mem-
bers. 

“We know that the energy students can 
bring to a property, as well as the intimate 

knowledge 
of  the re-
gion, cus-
toms, and 
culture, will 
help High 
H a m p t o n 
provide an 
even more 
authentic ex-
perience for 
our guests,” 
he said. 

WCU has a notable hospitality and 
tourism school, so Greene said the partner-
ship was a perfect natural fit.

“The reputation for quality education, 
its relationships with their students, and the 
school’s location really made Western Caro-
lina University the perfect partner for High 
Hampton,” Greene said. “Together, we will 
help create meaningful career movement for 
students, while providing support for their 
educational journey.”

Both WCU and SCC saw the benefits 
of  helping students find both year-round 
and seasonal employment that could pro-
vide flexibility to accommodate schedules. 

For High Hampton, attracting quality 
candidates who had ambition for success 
and growth was important.

Greene said High Hampton is always 
hiring and certainly won’t stop if  great peo-
ple are applying.

High Hampton is a renowned luxury 
resort located in scenic Cashiers. Its prop-
erty includes an inn, a private lake, restau-
rants, a spa, an 18-hole golf  course and ten-
nis courts.

For more information about the High 
Hampton Educational Assistance Plan, 
contact Jordan at kjordanjr@wcu.edu, or 
Theresa Cruz Paul, director of  the Center 
for Career and Professional Development at 
828-227-7133 or tcpaul@wcu.edu.

...HIGH HAMPTON continued from page 1

Jim de la Cruz de Dios goes all out at Middle School season-opener game at Swain. 
Highlands won 10-1..           –Photo by Brian O’Shea

HS Middle School beats Swain 10-1
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A Post and Beam Masterpiece: 3BR 4Bath on 96 acres in 
Lake Toxaway. Privacy, views, subdividing possible, trails, stream 

& small waterfall. Offered for $2,795,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 
producing office on the Plateau 

2020

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.• 

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Jody Lovell 
Highlands Sotheby’s

828.226.6303

QTR: Quality Time Remaining

A few years ago, cli-
ents and friends in-
troduced me to their 

acronym: QTR which stands 
for “Quality Time Remain-
ing.” This acronym becomes 
increasingly important as the 
years go on here on The Pla-
teau. Each year, I meet dear 
clients who become friends. 
They are very conscious of  
how they want to spend their 
QTR with family, friends and 
activities. It is our job as real 
estate brokers to help new-
comers decide if  this area 
is the best place for them 
to spend their QTR. Here are the reasons 
that convince many folks to make this 
their home:

1. Weather. The cool summers and 
moderate winters allow us to enjoy the 
outdoors twelve months a year;

2. Natural Beauty. The lush landscape 
and dramatic views continue to marvel us 
on a daily basis.

3. Social Network. The diverse and 
interesting backgrounds of  the people at-
tracted to this area are truly amazing.

4. Cultural Amenities. For an area so 
sparsely populated on a year-round basis, 
the lively and vibrant opportunities for 
cultural enjoyment are enormous.

5. Family and Friends. Moving from 

Atlanta, for example, the 
quick two-hour commute al-
lows us to stay connected to 
our children, grandchildren 
and old friends while pro-
viding us an opportunity to 
meet new friends from all 
over the world.

6. Medical Facilities. 
With the new partnership 
with Mission Hospital in 
Asheville, we are fortunate 
to have medical facilities with 
its excellent medical staff  in 
our community.

7. Air and Water Quality. 
Water is the new “gold” with 

many parts of  the country continually in 
drought. The pristine mountain water with 
an average of  90 inches of  rain per year 
should never be taken for granted. The 
EPA evaluates areas by the Air Quality In-
dex (AQI). This index is on a scale of  500-
0 with 0 being the best air quality. This area 
is rated 39 which is in the very top range of  
good air quality.

8. Safety and Crime. When the most 
common incident in the police reports is 
“barking dog reported,” you know that 
you are living in one of  the safest spots in 
this crazy world.

9. Traffic.  Driving behind a slow driv-
er in the season is annoying, but getting 
“stuck” in traffic and wasting years of  your 

life just does not happen here.
10. Investors like YOU. The commit-

ment of  homeowners to support the com-
munity with its five-star restaurants, the 
art scene and the fabulous shops that we 
have supports the economy and vibrancy 
of  this bucolic paradise.

May we all grow old together while 
enjoying our QTR in one of  the most spe-
cial places on Earth.

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands So-
theby’s International Realty, local leaders in the 
real estate market for the last twenty-one years 
and the top producing real estate company for the 
last seven years in Highlands on the Highlands/
Cashiers Multiple Listing Service. They are clos-
ers! With offices at the corner of  Main Street and 
Highway 64 and at the gate of  Cullasaja Club, 
their 30 brokers are ready to serve all of  your real 
estate needs and get you over the finish line. Call 
them at (828) 526-4104.

HS High School freshman Mackenzie Woods is on the ball at the season kick-off 
game at Swain.              – Photo by Biran O’Shea

HS girls varsity beat Swain 4-1
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The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands, NC

...CHAMBER continued from page 1

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Get Your Firepit Ready!
The Firewood Company

Inspired by the hardworking history 
of American Cast Iron 

Treats from 
th Carolina! 

Open Monday to Saturda�· 
1 Oam to 5pm 828.526.5226 

tion rate. The money is sent to 
the county which keeps track of  
the money generated. After the 
county takes a handling fee, the 
money is sent back to the Cham-
ber of  Commerce/Visitor Centers 
through the local Tourism Devel-
opment Authority in the munici-
palities from which it was gener-
ated.

New mission statements were 
formulated during the Chamber 
retreat because the entities are dif-
ferent.

“We felt it was important for 
us to have statements to keep in 
mind what the mission is we are 
trying to accomplish and to make 
our decisions off  of  that,” said 
McHan.

The Chamber’s mission, 
which is Member-dues driven is 
“strive to enhance and promote 
economic vitality and quality of  
life in the Highlands community.”

The vision accompanying 
that is: “to be the most valuable 
resource forging partnerships be-
tween businesses and residents for 
prosperity while preserving the 
uniqueness of  Highlands.”

The mission for Visit High-
lands NC, which is funded with 
occupancy tax money, “is to pro-
mote tourism and travel to High-
lands for the economic benefit of  
all.”

The vision is “to be a year-
round destination for those seek-
ing an authentic leisure experience 
that makes the most of  the area’s 
resources and unique culture.”

All together the value of  the 
Chamber and Visit Highlands NC 
is to maintain the brand and integ-
rity, and to operate as a research-
driven organization to preserve 
the unique culture of  Highlands.

“It’s about the data and find-
ing the proof  for what we are 
trying to do,” said McHan. “And 
ultimately to preserve what makes 
Highlands unique -- the value of  
our small town and the reason we 
all moved here. It’s important to 
protect that and maintain it.”

Though throughout the na-
tion, the hardest hit enterprise 
during COVID is tourism, High-
lands totally missed the bullet, said 
McHan. “We really lucked out.”

According to statistics, the 
two kinds of  places that profited 
off  the COVID year are small 
mountain resort areas and beach 
areas.

 “Those are the only ones 
that are coming out of  this on the 
positive side as far as tourism is 
concerned,” she said.  “Nationally, 
the highest unemployment rate is 
in tourism. Elsewhere in the na-
tion the tourism industry is dying. 
Highlands really lucked out.”

McHan said what has helped 
Highlands is the demographic of  
the people who traveled here, and 
the Chamber wants to make sure 
that continues.

According to McHan, the de-
mographic of  people who come 
to Highlands and who came dur-
ing COVID are those in the 75th 
percentile economically. She said 
they normally take luxury cruises, 
stay in luxury hotels, go to Broad-
way shows, major sports events, 
and travel internationally. But in 
2020 that wasn’t the case.

“In 2020, they had none of  
that. So instead, they drove to 
Highlands. And why not? It’s an 
amazing place. During 2020, those 
with the means took day trips, 
short get-aways, drive-to destina-

tions. That’s us. That’s the places 
they went to and will continue to 
go to if  they choose to travel,” she 
said. 

Already 2021 is looking good.
“2021 is opening up. We have 

had more traffic during our slower 
months. Vaccines are happening, 
so people are getting a little more 
comfortable. Still not going inter-
national – that’s still a ways out, so 
they will still come here.”

Occupancy tax proceeds 
from July 1, 2020 through January 
30, 2021 have already surpassed 
the total amount of  occupancy tax 
dollars for the previous fiscal year 
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 
and FY ’19-‘20 was already 14% 
higher than FY ’18-’19.

The total occupancy tax 
proceeds for FY 2019-2020 was 
755,964.54. The total for July 1, 
2020 through Jan. 2021 is already 
$844,595.57 – and the fiscal year 
doesn’t end until June 30, 2021.

What has McHan and the 
Chamber board concerned is what 
happens if  Highlands loses the 
echelon of  visitors it has enjoyed 
and profited from since everything 
began opening up May of  2020?

“In April when we only got 
$178 in occupancy tax, that was a 
wake-up moment. What happens 
if  we lose our visitors?” she said.

Of  course, the opposite hap-
pened, but worried about high-
earners vacationing elsewhere 
once everything opens up world-
wide, the Chamber has its eye on 
the future saying that’s why it’s im-
portant to keep marketing High-
lands as a great place to live and 
visit.

“This is not a permanent 
change,” said McHan to the Town 
Board. “I wish I could tell you the 
town will be getting that much 
sales tax every year, but it won’t. 
The dip will probably come in 
2022-‘23 when people become 
comfortable going out around the 
world. We need to work on replac-
ing the audience we are going to 
lose.”

Year-to-date sales tax pro-
ceeds for July 1-Jan. 2021 
is $671,896.46 -- already up 
$24,470.77 over February of  2020.

“We will need to replace that 
group that will likely shift else-
where, so we need to keep our 
name out there to the right audi-
ence. We are Garden and Gun not 
Southern Living.”

With that in mind, McHan 
said the Chamber’s goal is to 
strengthen the year-round econ-
omy through seasonal marketing 
with an emphasis on spring and 
winter because the goal is to keep 
year-round, steady income com-
ing into town.

Since its inception, High-
lands has been a place to rejuve-
nate. But says, McHan, it’s not just 
a great place to visit, it’s a great 
place to live so what the Chamber 
does isn’t just for visitors.

“It’s for us -- concerts, fire-
works, parades. It creates a great 
place to live. So, if  we put our 
money in those things to keep it 
a great place to live, it makes it a 
great place to visit.”

With hundreds of  thousands 
of  dollars at their disposal, the 
Chamber/Visit Highlands NC 
will be taking over the flowers and 
hanging baskets on Main Street. It 
plans to extend the business dis-
trict experience with visual clues 
seen on Main Street – basically 
flowers – to elsewhere in the busi-
ness district. Hence “Highlands 
is Blooming,” kicks off  Mother’s 
Day weekend. 

“Visual clues will be a repeti-
tion of  what’s on Main, and this 
will take people off  Main to Caro-
lina Way, Spring Street and else-
where – spread them out so Main 
Street isn’t so crowded,” she said. 

“Meander in May” is Satur-
day, May 22 where artists, weavers, 
and musicians will be spread out 
all over the downtown business 
district. It will be a great reason to 
be outside and be in Highlands,” 
she said.

This year, Friday and Satur-
day outdoor concerts are sched-
uled May 22-Oct. 31.

“We have a great lineup for 
this year with the Caribbean Cow-
boys kicking off  of  the concert 
series the night of  “Meander in 
May.”

Events slated for 2021
• Plateau Pick Up – April 17
• Highlands is Blooming –

May 9 
• Meander in May – May 22
• Fri. & Sat. Outdoor Con-

certs May 22 – Oct. 31
• July 4th Fireworks and 

Concert – July 4 
• Halloween On Main – Oct. 

31
• Lighting of  the Park and 

•See CHAMBER page 11
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•spiritually speaking • Proverbs 3:5
• places to worsHip •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program, 

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY 

VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

relocating and will be sharing the facilities of the 
Shortoff Baptist Church.

Sunday Morning 9AM
Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM

Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allow-
able capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 

9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

Daylight savings time has arrived. Our days are 
a bit longer. We have more time in the evening 
for outside work and play. This extra hour of  

evening daylight is welcomed by many reminding us that 
Springtime is almost here. 

While the brisk March winds continue to whistle 
across the Blue Ridge mountain tops and through their 
valleys and gorges, the warmer days help us to recall the 
pleasant summer breezes that are just around the corner. 

We know that Springtime is arriving as the daffo-
dils break forth from the ground with beautiful golden 
crowns. We see that the tulips are not far behind, as their 
greenery pierce the garden soil. The barren trees are be-
ginning to bud. 

In due time, we know that the mountains and forests 
will spring forth into colorful new life. We know that the 
new life of  Springtime is upon us, as the birds awaken and 
fill the air with joyful and vibrant melodies. 

Springtime reminds us that the dead of  winter does 
not have the final say. God has the final say. Springtime 
reminds us that by God’s own grace and love for all of  
creation, we are given the promise of  new and eternal life. 
God has the final say in our lives and in our world! From 
the book of  Revelation, “And the one who was seated on 
the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also, 
he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.’” Rev. 21:5. 

As the flowers emerge from winter’s cold and hard-
ened soil. As the buds on the trees break forth from their 
winter tomb. As the birds sing a new song. We see God’s 
finger in action, as all of  creation is once again made new. 

We give thanks especially this springtime, that these 
words of  promise and hope are true and trustworthy. In 
all things, God promises each of  us, “I will make all things 
new.” Thanks be to God who comes to us through our 
triune God. 

Pastor Steve Ridenhour,                                                                                                       
Lutheran Church of  the 
Holy Family

‘I will make all things 
new again’

Main -- Nov. 27
• Trim Our Town -- Nov. 27
• Olde Mountain Christmas Parade – Dec. 4
• Santa in the Park – Nov 27 – Dec 24 
• New Snow Event coming Jan 2022
The new “snow event,” yet to be unveiled, is sched-

uled for late January. 
– Kim Lewicki

...CHAMBER from page 10
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates
$20 for Black/White

$25 for Color
Weekly Classified Rates

$6 for 10 words.
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight
$5 for graphic



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 18, 2021 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 



•classiFieDs•
ITEMS FOR SALE
GRYPHON DIAMOND BAND 

SAW. Good condition. Includes unused 
new blade, extra blade guides, manual. 
No return. $75. Serious inquiries only.  
bethb272@gmail.com (st. 3/18)

HI-TECH DIAMOND GRIND-
ER AND POLISHER. Very good con-
dition with manual, backing plates, polish-
ing pads, regular + mini smoothing discs, 
glass grinding bits, Pro-Flo Water attach-
ment. No return. $100.  Serious inquiries 
only. bethb272@gmail.com (st. 3/18)

HELP WANTED
THE DRY SINK ON MAIN 

STREET is taking applications for im-
mediate full or part-time employment. 
Please inquire online at www.thedrysink.
com/job-openings/ (st. 3/18)

ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING 
is looking for part time help. Call or stop 
by 828-526-5404. (st. 3/11)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
HIGHLANDS NC - $500 sign on 
bonus for FT Bellman, Housekeeping, 
Dishwasher! Now recruiting for House-
man, Turndown Attendants, Overnight 
Housekeeper, Bartender, Host, Server, 
Busser, Club Server, PT Banquet Server, 
F&B MIT, F&B Asst. Mgr, Cook, Pastry and 
Bread Cook, Spa Concierge, Spa Attendant, 
Cosmetologist, Massage Therapist, Fitness 
Manager, Front Desk, Night Audit, PT 
Warehouse Asst., PT Retail Sales , Seasonal 
Culinary Gardens Crew. Benefits offered 
after 90 days employment. Apply online: 
www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers 

AT DON LEON’S. Various duties. 
Call 828-200-0388. 

AT ELEVATIONS – part or full 
time sales associate. Great pay, retail expe-
rience preferred, friendliest store in town. 
Please call 828-371-2582 (st. 2/18)

CASTING CALL! The Highlands 
Playhouse is reopening and we are look-
ing for talented and committed team 
members in a variety of roles. Leader-
ship and box office staff positions are 
available (both full and part-time). Ex-
perience in business management/cus-
tomer service and an interest in the arts 
is a must! The Highlands Playhouse is an 
83 year old institution offering movies 
year-round and live entertainment in the 
Summer and Fall. Please send resumes 
and inquiries to HighlandsPlayhouse@
gmail.com (st. 2/18)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
Now open for the season. Looking for 

full-time hostess (great pay) dishwasher, 
prep cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift 
only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email 
wom2@me.com. (st. 2/4)

AT POSH PAWS
Posh Paws Pet Spa in Highlands, NC 

is now hiring full-time, part-time, and 
seasonal dog bathers. Our business hours 
are Tuesday-Saturday from 9a-5p, and we 
will be doing open interviews Tuesday-
Friday from 10a-3p. We are not open in 
the evenings or on holidays, so you can 
expect to be able to enjoy those times 
with loved ones.

Have you ever been interested in 
working with animals or trying something 
new but weren’t sure how to get into 
the animal care industry? Working as a 
dog bather may be the job for you! This 
is an entry level position that requires 
no prior experience. Fast advancement 
opportunities are available through our 
self-paced, paid, one-on-one apprenticeship. 
This is a great opportunity to learn a trade 
skill without accumulating educational 
debt! All of our employees (including the 
owners of the business) have started their 
dog grooming careers as a bather.

Dog bathers must be willing to 
learn and take constructive criticism. We 
currently employ a wonderful group of 
people that works well as a team, so being 
a team player is a must. Drama will not be 
tolerated. A love for dogs and a high level 
of patience is also required. Attention to 
detail is a necessity as we never want to 
send home a dog that isn’t 100% clean.

This job does require standing for long 
periods of time and heavy lifting with help. 
The bather must be able to wash, rinse, 
and dry up to 8 large dogs per day plus 
small dogs. 

Daily duties will include bathing 
and blow drying the dogs, assisting the 
groomers when needed, and completing 
daily as well as weekly cleaning routines to 
keep our salon looking and smelling nice.

Still not sure if this would be the right 
job for you? Please give us a call at 828-526-
9581 with any additional questions about 
the position or come by to take a quick 
no-obligation tour before applying. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER 
NEEDED FOR LIVE IN POSITION. 
-- Prefer a local couple/individual to en-
tertain and maintain facility while enjoy-
ing living in an exceptional facility. Strong 
people/communication skills needed. 

•police & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries from March 12. Only the names of persons 

arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public officials have been used.
March 12
• At 7:30 p.m., the theft of a box truck from a storage facility on Pierson Drive was 

reported.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from March 9.
March 9
• At 2:45 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a location on S. 4th Street.
March 11
• At 1:35 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at Dawn View Court.
• At 7:13 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.
March 13
• At 6:43 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Songbird Lane.
March 15
• At 4:40 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.
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Must be flexible and have impeccable 
references and experience in hospitality/
facility maintenance. Background/knowl-
edge in wine and bar beverages a plus. 
Interest/knowledge in hiking/construc-
tion and outdoors is good also. Email 
mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY 
REEVES FURNITURE STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS is looking for full and 
part time sales and administrative posi-
tions. Sales — must be professional ap-
pearing, friendly, self-motivated, and en-
thusiastic. Previous sales and customer 
service experience preferred. Design 
Assistant — must be attentive to detail, 
have computer and organizational skills. 
Duties include placing and following up 
on Purchase Orders, managing accounts, 
and working closely with our in-house 
Designer and design clients. Apply in per-
son at 2089 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC 
2874. (2/25) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. 
Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire 
to 828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HANDIMAN - Electrical, plumbing, 

painting, carpentry. Call Al Edgar. 828-332-
7271. 828-369-6245. (4.1)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. carpentry, 
interior and exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. Will also moni-

tor house during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 
828-526-5984. (5/27) 

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying 
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

DON AND RON MAINTE-
NANCE – We pressure wash, handle 
electrical, plumbing issues, fix anything. 
Property monitoring, hauling. Free quotes. 
252-933-0499 & 828-349-4703. (st. 12/10)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & 
Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/
Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also of-
fer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike 
Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design 
& Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (4/29) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1 ACRE LOT in three forks 7 miles 

from Highlands 706-584-0406. (st. 1/28)
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed 

plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activ-
ity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959. 
(st. 7/16)



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706 Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Wednesday

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for 
reservations

The Top Sales Team 
in Highlands 2020 

•Source HCMLS 

PaAL 

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200,9179 
Downtown Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828,526.8784 

Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165 

REAL ESTA.TE 
COMPANIES 
� THE WORLD" 

Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.4525 Uri) LUXURY 11' PORTFOLIO I INTERNATIONAL 

828.526.8784 I patallenrealtygroup.com 

REALTY GROUP 

Making Deals. Making History. 
Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS 
sales for a single broker this year closing over 
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings! 

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented 
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS. 
She represented 100 happy clients in closed 
transactions in 2020. 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke 
the Highlands sales history by selling over a 
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020. 

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303 
Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001 
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017 
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019 

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

NOW OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30
Fri. & Sat. in March

40 Years of Fine Dining


