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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

•See MASK page 9

Daily we are reminded how 
globally connected the world is 
these days.

Due to technology people 
can reach across the globe to do 
good, or to wreak havoc like the 
Ransomware attack that caused 

the Colonial Pipeline system to be 
shutdown Friday, May 7.

According to U.S. officials, 
the attack on Colonial Pipeline ap-
pears to have been carried out by 
an Eastern European-based crimi-
nal gang named Darkside.

In a statement Friday, Colo-
nial Pipeline said it temporarily 
shut down all its pipeline opera-
tions after learning it had been hit 
by a cyber attack on some of  its 
“information technology” or busi-

On Tuesday, drivers lined up for their share of the $30/cash limit gas at 4th Street Market.	      – Photo by Kim Lewicki

Gas shortage hits Highlands, Cashiers

•See SHORTAGE page 8

Last Thursday, May 6, the 
town finalized its FY 2021-2022 
budget – coming in at $28.4 mil-
lion –  up from FY ’20-’21’s $20.1 
million.

An unexpectedly good fiscal 
year means no tax hikes or fee in-
creases for FY 2021-‘22.

The ad valorem property tax 
stays at 15.65 cents per $100 valu-
ation with 1 ½ cent of  that ear-
marked for paving projects. 

Instead of  sun setting the 1 
½ cent that was earmarked for 
recreation for five years, commis-
sioners agreed to keep it but to 
earmark it for paving instead.

The anticipated revenue 
from property taxes which in-
cludes $119,736 from Jackson 
County residents within the Town 
of  Highlands is $2,829,867.

The fire tax for the coming 
year is also unchanged – 3 cents 

per $100 valuation.
Fire tax collection, including 

$84,000 from Jackson County, 
which they have agreed to pay an-
nually from now on, is expected 
to be $1,147,353. These funds 
are being used to finance the Fire 
Dept. project.

The local option tax (sales 
tax) proceeds are expected to be 
$1,200,000. 

Town FY ’21-’22  budget is $28.4 million
Masks are still required inside businesses, but only “suggested in outside 
crowded areas.” 				         – Photo by Kim Lewicki

A couple of  extra issues were 
on the budget workshop agenda 
last Thursday that didn’t have any-
thing do to with navigating financ-
es for FY 2021-2022.

First, Town Attorney J.K. 
Coward presented the Town of  
Highlands scholarship award re-
cipients as proposed by the schol-

Commissioners lift 
outside mask mandate
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The wording on the masks 
signs downtown has 
been changed to read, 

“Masks suggested in crowded 
areas.” 

I know some may think 
that weak mayor caved in and 
changed the mask requirement.
Others might say it was about 
time for that overreaching may-
or to come to his senses about 
mask wearing. I didn’t make the 
decision, the entire Highlands 
Board of  Commissioners did. 

All of  the town’s emer-
gency orders have been made by the entire 
board, not by the mayor taking unilateral ac-
tion. I think board action is the best path 
to follow when making such critical policy. I 
have fully supported its decisions.

At last Thursday’s budget workshop, I 
asked the Town Manager to place the dis-
cussion of  the mask requirements on the 
agenda. Normally, these kinds of  items are 
not on budget workshop agendas, but dur-
ing the pandemic situations change very 
quickly. 

At the April Town Board meeting, 
commissioners reviewed the mask policy 
and left it in place, with the proviso that 
we would track the mask wearing issue and 

revisit it periodically. Little did 
we know that the CDC would 
loosen up their outdoor mask 
recommendations, and that 
Governor Cooper would change 
his outdoor mask wearing order 
soon thereafter. 

The governor issued a new 
order (#209) that went into ef-
fect on April 30. It basically 
eliminated the outdoor mask 
order (#180) that we enforced 
through North Carolina Statues 
concerning states of  emergency. 
As a result, the town only had 

a town emergency order in place requir-
ing masks on commercial sidewalks. To be 
frank, the enforcement of  such a local order 
could have become confrontational and not 
well received in state courts.

After a long discussion, and yes debate, 
the board unanimously voted to change the 
signs to the current language of  suggesting 
and encouraging the wearing of  masks in 
crowded street areas. The state requirement 
to wear masks inside businesses remains in 
effect, and there is a clear procedure for en-
forcement of  that order.

Given where the country is in regard to 
wearing masks, I believe the board made the 
best decision for the current circumstance. 
We now have a huge number of  visitors 
from towns and states where the outdoor 
mask requirements have already been re-
scinded. The board came to the conclusion 
that the risk of  outdoor expose to COVID 
versus the potential for confrontation and 
total noncompliance was not compatible.

The several commissioners noted that 
many of  our residents and visitors have 
been fully vaccinated, and their risk to be-
ing exposed to COVID, especially outdoors, 
is very minimal. The question was posed as 
to why should these folks be expected to 
wear a mask outdoors? Also, for enforce-
ment purposes, how would a distinction be 
made between unvaccinated and vaccinated 
people? 

I know that some may think the board’s 
decision was not the right one. My feeling 
is that if  someone is concerned about con-
tracting COVID on our sidewalks, by all 
means, whether vaccinated or not, wear a 
mask. If  one is not vaccinated, I believe that 
person should do the right thing and wear 
a mask.

Finally, if  everyone were to get a vacci-

Masks are now suggested in crowded areas
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Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, community farm 

and gardens, entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Only a few Estate Lots remaining  |  Call for a tour today 828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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•Highlands Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside
7 days

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

Taste the difference. Always fresh.
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

NOW OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30
7 nights a 

week

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Mon-Wed: 11a-3p Thurs-Sat: 11a-8p 
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC

www.highlandssmokehouse.com

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Celebrating 27 years

1 Chicken Quartered 
Cauliflower au Gratin Salad 

Lemonade Pie $19.95 
We prepare-you cook and heat 

Call to reserve: 828-526-2762

Weekend Special
May 14-15

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@S:30PM 

OPEN SUNDAY MAY 30 

---
�2990 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT. INFO 

Mon-Sat. 11a-3p and 4:30-10p
Sunday, 12-3p and 4:30-10p

Closed Wednesdays



•Highlands Dining•

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Paoletti

Reservations: 828.526.4906
www.paolettis.com

NOW OPEN
For our 37th Season!

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Call for May Dinner Schedule 

and Reservations
Proudly Introducing 

Chef de Cuisine Alberto and 
Wine Director/Sommelier 

Kyle Tarczynski
Come See What’s New on Our Menu

Ristorante

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

•Highlands Dining•

Open Friday-Sunday
11a to 5p
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Ongoing
• The Bookworm at 555 Main Street is now open 

Thursday-Saturday 11a to 3p. For more information, call 
828-526-3031.

• Mountain Findings Thrift Store at 432 Spruce Street 
is open Friday and Saturday from 10a to 1p.

• Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous ”Open 
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interested in the A.A. recovery 
program. In person meetings have resumed and are held at 
12 Noon Wednesday And Friday at 1st Presbyterian Church 
Library, 471 Main St., Highlands. On line meeting informa-
tion can be found @ www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of A.A. call (828) 349-4357.

Every Saturday
• Highlands Marketplace in K-H Park on Pine Street. 

8a to 12:30p. 
Tues., May 18
• Highlands School Grades K, 1, 2 Award Assembly in 

the new gym at 9 a.m.
• Highlands School Grades 3, 4, 5 Awards Assembly. 

New gym at 10 a.m.
Wed. May 19
• Highlands School Middle School Academic Awards in 

the MS courtyard or old gym at 10 a.m.
• Highlands School Middle School graduation at 5 p.m. 

courtyard or old gym.
Thurs., May 20
• Highlands Biological Foundation Virtual Lecture 

Series: Climate Conversation at 6 p.m. “On the edge of a 
shifting range: Climate change and birds of the southern 
Appalachian Mountains” with Dr. Richard Chandler, Associ-
ate Professor, University of Georgia. For more information 
on our Climate Conversations lecture series or to register 
for one of the webinars, please visit our website at www.
highlandsbiological.org or call us at (828)526-2623.

Fri. & Sat., May 21-Oct. 31
• Chamber event: Outdoor music 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Fri., May 21

•Highlands Area Events•
• Friday Night Live in Town Square: 6-8:30p. Silly Ridge 

Roundup
Sat., May 22
• Highlands School graduation at 10a on the track or in 

the new gym. TBA. 
• Chamber event: Meander in May.
• Saturdays on Pine: 6-8:30p. The Caribbean Cowboys
Tues,, May 25 
• At 5 PM the Hemlock Restoration Initiative (HRI) will 

present virtually via Zoom “Hope for Hemlocks” as part of 
the 2021 Village Nature Series program.  The presentation 
will include information about what everyday folks can do to 
get involved in hemlock conservation.  The Village Nature Se-
ries is co-hosted by Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust and The 
Village Green and is free to attend, everyone is welcome!  
To receive your Zoom link for this event, please email direc-
tor@cashiersgreen.com. To learn about the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust and their mission to save valuable natural 
resources for all generations visit www.hicashlt.org and to 
learn about The Village Green and their 13.2 acre sanctuary 
in the heart of Cashiers. www.villagegreencashiersnc.com. 

Thurs. May 27
• Highlands Biological Foundation Virtual Lecture Series: 

Climate Conversation at 6 p.m. “Salamanders of the Future: 
How climate change will impact salamanders of the southern 
Appalachians” with Dr. Meaghan Gade, The Ohio State Uni-
versity. For more information on our Climate Conversations 
lecture series. To register go to www.highlandsbiological.org 
or call us at (828)526-2623.

• Laura Walsh: Orchard Sessions at The Farm 6-9p.m. 
Get ready for more enchanting evenings at The Farm this 
season with the return of our live concert series, Orchard 
Sessions. Settle into comfortable seating and relax into a 
summer evening under the heirloom apple trees.  A stellar 
lineup of our favorite musicians will fill the magical mountain 
air in the stunning surroundings of the orchard, while you 
enjoy light bites and a cash bar. On May 27, the sessions 
kick off with Arizona native turned Nashville recording artist, 
Laura Walsh. Laura has an upbeat pop and country style that 

is sure to please. Old Edwards Hotel Guests & Members 
$15. General Admission $25 (bookable two weeks prior 
to the event). Cash Bar & Complimentary Light Bites will 
be served. $15 - $25. Tickets: https://www.simpletix.come/
laura-walsh-orchard-sessions-at-the-farm-tickets-68518

Fri., May 28
• Friday Night Live Concert. 6-8:30p. Trudition
Sat. May 29
• Highlands Mountain Garden Club plant sale 9a to 

noon at the ballfield on the Cashiers Road.
• Saturdays on Pine: 6-8:30p. Ashley Heath & Her Hea-

thens
Tues., June 1
• At CLE, Border Security: Issues, Strategies and Pos-

sible Solutions. Time: 2-4 Cost: $25/$35 Presenter: Gil Ker-
likowske Former Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. Register at www.clehighlands.com or call 
526-8811.

Wed., June 2
• At CLE, Drug Enforcement in the U.S.: Problems and 

Solutions. Time: 10-12 Cost: $25/$35 Presenter: Gil Ker-
likowske Former Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. Register at www.clehighlands.com or call 
526-8811.

Thurs., June 3
• At CLE, Gardening for Beauty and Nature: Ecological 

Landscape Design and the New American Garden (FULL) 
Time: 10-12 Cost $35/$45 Presenters: Florence Holmes 
and Canty Worley. Register at www.clehighlands.com or 
call 526-8811.

• Highlands Biological Foundation Virtual Lecture Se-
ries: Climate Conversation at 6 p.m. “Climate change and 
the future forests of Great Smoky Mountain National Park” 
with Dr. Jason Fridley, Professor, To register, go to www.high-
landsbiological.org or call us at (828)526-2623.

Fri., June 4	
• Friday Night Live: 6-8:30p. Byrds & Crow
Sat., June 5
• Saturdays on Pine. 6-8:30p. Peggy Ratusz



Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
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209 Hospital Drive
Ste 202, Highlands

828-526-3783
Plasticsurgerytoday.com

May is Skin Cancer 
Awareness Month!

All Sunblocks 10% off in May

Center 
for 

Plastic 
Surgery

Pat Gleeson, BIC
White Oak Realty 

Group
828-782-0472

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•
Music and Mountains

“He climbed cathedral mountains; 
he saw silver clouds below; he saw every-
thing. As far as he could see”

(John Denver).

Just a few observations for you 
today about Real Estate and 
the recently completed Bear 

Shadow Music Festival.
This Real Estate column is 

well-written each week by experts 
in the business.  I’m honored to be 
in their presence to try and pro-
vide value, advice, and a service to 
those seeking to buy or sell prop-
erty in Highlands and Cashiers.  

If  you’re trying to decide 
about that right now, there are 288 
Brokers up here to help you.  All 
of  us have been trained and edu-
cated to practice brokerage in your 
best interests, not ours.  We strive 
to explain, execute, and simplify 
the “nuts & bolts” of  each negoti-
ation and ensuing purchase or sale 
with excellence.  

During 2020, there were 
3,834 total transactions involv-
ing Buyers & Sellers and so far 
in 2021, there have been 1,144…
that’s nearly 5,000 transactions 
in less than 18 months…whew!  
The point here is that we can sell 
your property right now, and (with 
some patience) we’ll find you the 

perfect place in the mountains.
But the real star up here are 

the mountains themselves and the 
music it provides, both literally and 
figuratively.  

It was never more evident 
than during the Bear Shadow 
Music Festival.  Bear Shadow had 
everything you should consider as 
you think about a move to High-
lands and Cashiers. 

 The Winfield Farms setting 
reminded me of  festivals in Big 
Sky Montana or Red Rocks in 
Colorado, only better.  The crowd 
was amazing and diverse. Boom-
ers, Gen X, Millennial’s, and Gen 
Z all gathered to sing and dance.  I 
saw craft beer, martinis, Red Bull, 
and pinot noir at the same table.  
The weather; was the weather; to-

tally unpredictable.  Guests wore 
sweaters and their latest Patago-
nia Puff  Jackets as they arrived, 
but by sundown switched to ski 
parkas, stocking caps, and down 
gloves as temps dropped into 
the low 40s.  Thunder, lightning, 
and four inches of  rain wiped out 
Saturday.  But the music was the 
champion, and the family was the 
honoree.  

Drew Holcomb & Neigh-
bors performed on Friday night.  
Their song “Family” summed 
it up this way: “Family…all in 
this together; Family…taking a 
chance; Family…like birds of  a 
feather; Family…take off  your 
shoes and dance.”  

I volunteered at the entry/
exit gate each night during Bear 
Shadow.  As people left the venue 
every night the echo in their com-
ments were these “this was the 
greatest concert event I’ve ever 
attended; how soon can I come 
back?”

Mountains, music, fam-
ily.  That’s what you’re buying or 
selling in the Highlands-Cashiers 
Real Estate market.  Any one of  
288 Brokers will gladly find you 
a place to call home here on the 
plateau, but only one person ulti-
mately makes the call.  C’mon Up!

Mountain Findings 
Thrift Store

Open Friday & Saturday 
10a to 1p

Cash or Check ONLY

Masks & 
Social Distancing required

432 Spruce Street • Highlands

Half price sale on coffee makers, 
carafes and mugs. 

$2 decorator pillows available.
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Want an award-winning real estate experience? 
Use an award-winning 

real estate expert. 
In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 6%! 

®. 
' 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 

www.TeresaSeay.com 
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 e m �t��\o,� RSPS 
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Consignn1ent Furniture 
and Regional Art 

• 

Full� 
HouSE 
.... 9.��J��y 

Now accepting quality consignment home goods. 

Text photos of your consignment items to: 

828-526-6004
66 Highlands Plaza · Highlands 

...BUDGET continued from page 1

�SUMMER HOUSE 
------- By REEVES -------

SUMMER 
CLASSICS 

Outdoor Furniture 40 °/o SPECIAL ORDERS
OFF on Summer Classics 

- NOW THROUGH MAY 30 -
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM I SUNDAY CLOSED 

2.089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2. miles from Main Street 82.8,52.6,5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

Utility rates – water, sewer, electric 
and sanitation – are all the same as last 
year. 

At Thursday’s meeting, commission-
ers agreed to continue the 3% COLA 
(cost of  living adjustment) allocation 
for employees. Since the fiscal state of  
the town was unsure this time last year, 
COLA wasn’t in the FY ’20-’21 budget. 

However, in January 2021, when 
it was evident that money matters were 
great, commissioners agreed to give em-
ployee a 3% COLA raise through the rest 
of  the fiscal year, which ends June 30. 
COLA will now be included in the FY 
’21-’22 budget as well.

The health insurance provider for 
town employees will change.

Instead of  signing on with Med-
Cost whose cost to the town was set to 
increase, commissioners agreed to switch 
to Blue Cross Blue Shield NC this year 
for a $37,982 savings compared to what 
MedCost was going to charge. Benefits, 
deductibles, etc., are expected to be about 
the same for employees.

The state mandated employee re-
tirement contribution will cost the town 
$12,176.86 this year which is an 11.35%  
increase over last year. The LEO separa-
tion allowance is up 12.04% so will cost 

$5,428.13.
The only item added to the Capital 

Project list from the last budget meeting is 
Ballfield Light Replacement at $137,500. 

Total expenditures for capital projects 
stands at $3.5 million, which is closer to 
what was proposed for FY ’20-’21 prior to 
COVID. But due to COVID uncertainties 
only $1.6 million of  last year’s proposed 
capital projects list of  $3.2 million was 
budgeted. 

The current General Fund Balance 
is $3.8 million. The current General Fund 
Reserve – is $4.9 million and the current 
Electric Fund Reserve is $5.3 million.

The $1.5 million borrowed from the 
General Fund Reserve for the Fire Dept. 
will now be put back in to the fund from 
fire tax collections.

Town Manager Josh Ward said the 
town is in good shape.

“Expenditures vs. revenues are very 
solid,” he said. “Sales tax revenues are 
good, property tax collections are good as 
is the utility collection rate.”

Meanwhile, Town Engineer Lamar 
Nix said should infrastructure stimulus 
money come Highlands’ way, the town is 
ready with the required plans and paper-
work.

– Kim Lewicki
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THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

...SHORTAGE continued from page 1

Walk to Main Street from this 
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bath home with a view. 

Bonus room, Garage. Covered patio. 
MLS#95725 • $650,000.

Walk to Main Street!

BLAIR REALTY
315 Country Club Drive

Highlands, NC 28741
BLAIR: 828-421-6995 • MARGARET: 828-421-1295

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands, NC

ness network systems that day. As 
a result, the firm said, “We proac-
tively took certain systems offline 
to contain the threat.” 

Colonial Pipeline’s, 5,500 
miles of  pipelines, which run from 
New Jersey to Texas, carries about 
half  of  the gasoline, diesel and 
other fuels used on the East Coast. 

Its pipelines carry fuel from 
refineries on the Gulf  Coast to 
customers in the southern and 
eastern United States. It transports 
45 percent of  the fuel consumed 
on the East Coast – 2.5 million 
barrels a day -- reaching 50 million 
Americans.

Ransomware attacks in which 
hackers lock up computer systems 
by encrypting data usually include 
a demand for payment to free up 
the system. This has become a 
global scourge. 

According to a report on the 
BBC, Darkside representatives 
said they didn’t mean to cause 
problems for society.

“Our goal is to make money 
not creating problems for society,” 
DarkSide wrote on its website.

In recent years, ransom at-
tacks have affected everyone from 
banks and hospitals to universities 
and municipalities — almost 2,400 

organizations in the United States 
were victimized last year alone, one 
security firm reported. But the at-
tackers are increasingly targeting 
industrial sectors because these 
firms are more willing to pay up 
to regain control of  their systems, 
experts say.

Due to this, locally there are 
fuel shortages in Highlands, Ca-
shiers, Franklin and Clayton, GA.

The Bountyland fuel distribu-
tor group which services the Exx-
on and Mobil stations on the cor-
ner of  Main and NC/106 and 1st 
Street in Highlands is sending fuel 
to its stations intermittently. 

“Bountyland is trying to make 
sure their stations have some fuel, 
but I have to limit it to $20 per ve-
hicle,” said Lenny Metrick, manag-
er of  both stations. “But I expected 
a shipment Tuesday night and it 
didn’t come in.”

Stations in Clayton, Franklin 
and Cashiers have all run out of  
gas – and they are all in a “wait and 
see” mode.

Mid-day Tuesday, the Shell sta-
tion manager in Cashiers, Nicholas 
Bolton said he was out of  gas. 

“I had to shut down my 
pumps a few minutes ago,” he said. 
“We have to keep 100 gallons of  
fuel in tanks in the ground – which 
may sound like a lot, but it re-
ally isn’t – to keep impurities from 
causing problems with pumps.”

For the previous 36 hours 
Bolton said vehicles were backed 
up on US 64 east in Cashiers.

Like other stations in the area, 
Bolton hopes for a delivery each 
day but doesn’t know if  it will hap-
pen or how much it will be. 

“We are just doing the best we 

can,” he said.
At the BP Station at the 

crossroads in Cashiers, manager 
Heather Shields echoed both 
Metrick and Bolton.

As of  mid-day Tuesday, she 
said she had 6,000 gallons left but 
didn’t know how long that would 
last.

“I am allocating $20 per ve-
hicle, too,” she said. “I am expect-
ing a delivery on Thursday but I 
don’t know how much it will be 
so I may have to decrease the al-
location.”

Mid-day Tuesday, Todd Tay-
lor, manager of  the 4th Street 
Market/Shell station in Highlands 
was directing traffic while alerting 
people to the $30/cash limit per 
vehicle.

“What I have now will be 
gone by the end of  the day and 
I’m not expecting another deliv-
ery until Monday [May 17],” he 
said.

Late Tuesday afternoon, the 
MC Sheriff  office and the High-
lands Police Dept. were called in 
to help direct traffic and help deal 
with heated tempers.

On Monday, May 11, Co-
lonial Pipeline said segments of  
the shuttered pipeline are being 
brought back online but its four 
main lines remain offline.

A number of  factors could 
impact its ability to restore a sig-
nificant portion by the end of  the 
week with safety and compliance 
driving operational decisions.

Metrick said even when the 
pipeline comes fully back on, it 
will likely be weeks before the 
pipeline is running as it was prior 
to the ransomware attack.

– Kim Lewicki

The Highlands Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for Jeanie 
Edwards Fine Art, opens 223 South 4th Street,. Jeanie Edwards Fine Art 
promotes and showcases the work of several artists from on the Plateau 
as well as the region. 

•Biz/Org News•
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A Post and Beam Masterpiece: 3BR 4Bath on 96 acres in 
Lake Toxaway. Privacy, views, subdividing possible, trails, stream 

& small waterfall. Offered for $2,795,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 
producing office on the Plateau 

2020

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Featuring your favorite vendors.
We look forward to seeing you at 

Kelsey-Hutchinson Park!
Pine Street • Highlands

Highlands Marketplace

Open Every Saturday 
8a to 12:30p

• See MASK page 11

All customers of:
BCBSNC, Prime Therapeutics, BCBSNC, Prime Therapeutics, 

Express Scripts, Cigna or Tricare ... Express Scripts, Cigna or Tricare ... 
Please DISREGARD any letter you received 

regarding your coverage. 
Your service at Highlands Pharmacy 
WILL REMAIN UNINTERRUPTED!

Letters were sent in error.
Any questions? Call 828-526-2366

arship committee. Every year the town dis-
perses funds from the scholarship fund to 
graduating seniors and students in continu-
ing education.

Coward said the same amount was dis-
persed this year as last … a total of  $45,000.

As is the norm, Highlands School 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian got the 
highest awards, $3,000 and $2,500, respec-
tively. The rest of  the seniors who applied 
received scholarships ranging from $1,750 
to $750, based on grade-point average. The 
higher the grade point average the more the 
student got.

The second issue, this one discussed a 
length, was whether to rescind or continue 
the mask mandate.

Since NC Governor Roy Cooper re-
cently relaxed his order to wear masks out-
side, Mayor Pat Taylor suggested the town 
revisit the issue.

“He recently rescinded his emergency 

...MASK continued from page 1
order, which we were following and were 
building on,” said the mayor. “There may 
not be a need for an across-the-board mask 
mandate outdoors now.”

Last week, Governor Cooper re-
scinded the mask mandate outdoors unless 
people are in crowded areas and can’t social-
distance.

The problem is two-fold. 
People are coming to Highlands from 

neighboring states where the outside mask 
mandate has long been lifted and if  High-
lands doesn’t follow the governor’s lead, 
people traveling to Highlands even from 
other areas in North Carolina won’t know 
what’s allowed. In Macon County outdoor 
masks stopped being required a while back.

“A lot of  people are coming from 
states where mask requirement outside is 
completely gone,” said Police Chief  Andrea 
Holland. “So, I thought we should discuss 



•Spiritually Speaking • Proverbs 3:5
• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryan Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School;  Worship Service 10:45am; 
10:45am Children’s Program,  Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm (Lunch 

provided)
Tues: Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m., 
Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: • 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

John 3:16
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HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporar-

ily sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Morning 9AM

Wednesday Evening 6:30 PM
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376

In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an 
allowable capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social 

distancing. 9:09 and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin), Thurs. noon, Fri. 9a, Sun., 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

Confusion, 
Scandal, and the 

Papacy
Father Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic 
Church

Generally, priests do not write about technical or eso-
teric Catholic theology for secular media; however, 
given the high visibility of  the modern papacy and 

mass communication, not infrequently is the pope the sub-
ject of  conversation in the public square. The papacy, and 
Pope Francis in particular, has elicited much media cover-
age, questions, and even confusion, from Catholics and non-
Catholics alike.

This article does not intend to address any particular 
statement or action by the current pope; rather, it seeks to 
provide an answer to the question: “How do we understand 
a confusing or even scandalous papacy?”.

Catholics understand the pope is the successor of  Saint 
Peter, Francis being the 265th. Peter’s role in the New Testa-
ment is essentially the popes’. We should therefore consider 
Christ’s commission of  Peter and how He addresses the lat-
ter’s weaknesses.

Interestingly, no less than three Gospels on three dif-
ferent occasions does Christ commission Peter in his role 
as chief  shepherd, while simultaneously highlighting Peter’s 
weakness and sinfulness. 

In the Gospel of  Luke, Our Lord tells St. Peter “Satan 
has demanded to sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for 
you [Peter] that your faith may not fail; and when you will 
have converted, strengthen the brothers” (Luke 22:32). Here 
Christ charges Peter to strengthen the faith of  the other 
Apostles, but only after he himself  has converted – a con-
version that presumes, of  course, a fall.

The end of  John’s Gospel likewise gives us a beauti-
ful account of  Peter’s commissioning. Three times the Lord 
asks Peter “Do you love me more than these?” next to a 
charcoal fire (see Jn 21:15). After each of  Peter’s positive re-
sponses, Jesus then tells him to feed and tend his flock. The 
three-fold commission reversed the three-fold denial (that, 
too, took place by a charcoal fire).

Lastly, Matthew’s Gospel utilizes the strongest lan-
guage, both for Peter’s authority and his weakness. The Lord 
says to him “You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my 
church” (Mt 16:18). The very next paragraph, the Lord calls 
Peter “Satan” and says, “You are a stumbling block to me.” 
Peter is both the rock on which the Church is built, but also 
a stumbling block. The similar language between “rock” and 
“stumbling block” is striking. Further, in Greek “stumbling 
block” is scandalon, whence we have the word “scandal.”

Peter does remain sometimes a source of  scandal. 
Saint Paul even rebukes him harshly in Galatians 2 for act-
ing duplicitously in the presence of  different factions in the 
Church. Nonetheless, Peter is the clear leader in Acts of  the 
Apostles.

Was the Lord wrong in choosing such a weak man to 
shepherd his flock? Could He not find anyone better abled? 
The Lord seems to have chosen Peter precisely for his weak-
ness to assure the Church in all ages that despite the frailties 
of  its leaders, the Lord Himself  continues to shepherd His 
flock.
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

“The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia”

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

April 28. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been 
used.

April 28
• At 8:30 a.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on S. 5th Street.
• At 11:20 a.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on US 64.
May 4
• At 11:19 a.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on NC 106.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 

from May 4.
May 4
• At 11:12 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a call about smoke in the vicinity of Ridge 
Trail.

• At 11:47 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on N. 4th Street.

• At 1:07 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Horse Cove 
Road.

• At 1:55 p.m., the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance at a location on Main Street.

• At 3:47 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Buck Creek 
Road.

• At 5:47 p.m., the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance a Half Mile Farm Inn where a 
person was stuck in an elevator.

May 5
• At 10:32 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to at location on N. 4th Street.
• At 10:54 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Old Edwards 
Lane.

May 6
• At 7:22 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fires alarm at a residence on Clubhouse 
Trail.

• At 6:46 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a call of an electrical problem at a resi-
dence on Broadview Circle.

May 7
• At 2:26 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Oak Street.
• At 6:06 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Club Circle.
May 8
• At 2:53 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Bonnevista 
Road.

At the new Old Edwards Shop in Acorns.
Open Daily 10 am - 5 pm  |  212 South 4th Street

Savor grab-and-go selections from Madison’s Kitchen and
Four65 Woodfire + Bistro’s wood-fired ovens including the 
famous pimento cheese, chicken salad and fresh breads.

it. I think at some point, the government 
has to quit trying to control what the people 
are doing,” she said.

Town Manager Josh Ward said up until 
last week, the town has had very good mask 
compliance but then the police saw it start-
ing to fall off. 

While on foot patrol last week, Chief  
Holland said she noticed more people on 
the streets without masks than with masks 
for the first time since COVID restrictions 
were mandated in Highlands.

“We are getting a lot of  pushback now 
because people are done. They don’t mind 
wearing them inside the stores, but it’s hard 
to control it on Main Street. We would have 
to get the whole department out there just 
to control masks,” she said. “My suggestion 
is to let it open up and let people be respon-
sible for their own health.”

Mayor Taylor said, and Commissioner 
John Dotson agreed that Highlands has 
been very successful in making masks a re-
quirement. “But we are in a transition pe-
riod,” he said.

“We were dead on the money when 
we came down hard and heavy early on, 

it served our purposes well,” said Dotson. 
“But now I think we should take the fall-
back position of  the state. Since the gover-
nor says you don’t have to wear a mask out-
side, then do that here. It makes It easier for 
people who are coming and going through 
the state of  North Carolina and they don’t 
have to make specific decisions about when 
visiting certain places.”

The discussion ran the gamut with 
commissioners thinking out loud while 
considering what to do.

“People can make their own decisions, 
but somebody’s decision can negatively 
impact someone else,” said Commissioner 
Brian Stiehler. “But then again, I think we 
are in the point in the country that if  you 
wanted a vaccine, you could have had one. 
If  you don’t have a vaccine because you 
think you don’t need it for whatever rea-
son or if  you got the vaccine and you trust 
that you are protected, why are we worried 
about protecting people that don’t want to 
get the vaccine? I don’t want to spend re-
sources having the police telling people to 
put on a mask, but at the same time, I don’t 

...MASK continued from page 9

•See MASK page 13

To advertise in Highlands Newspaper or on the web at 
www.highlandsinfo.com 

email: highlandseditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371

nation as soon as possible, we would not be discussing this issue as we move into the sum-
mer and fall seasons. I am vaccinated, but I will continue to model responsible behavior 
by wearing a mask on commercial sidewalks and in businesses.

Around June 1 Governor Cooper will make another decision about masks. The town 
will follow his lead.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

Chestnut Storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045
(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street
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GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Petras Cleaning Service
Providing a professional cleaning service

• Weekly Rate
• Residntial

•Commercial

Petra: 828-332-1148 • Elva: 706-528-2991

Grading • Lot Clearning • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Raul: 706-982-3803 
Israel: 828-347-0255

Cornelio:706-970-7638

valenciagrading@gmail.com

think we should do away with it either.”
Early in the discussion, Commissioner Donnie Callo-

way said to make it easy. “Just say ‘masks are recommend-
ed in crowded areas.’”

“I think we should err on the side of  caution. We 
don’t know enough about these variants coming up, we 
really don’t know. So, I think we should recommend wear-
ing a mask and then we don’t have to enforce it,” he said. 
“If  someone isn’t wearing a mask, the police don’t have to 
bust their chops.”

What is the definition of  a crowded area, was the next 
question.

Commissioner Amy Patterson said Highlands’ side-
walks are “crowded areas,” but Chief  Holland said there 
are some days when the sidewalks aren’t crowded.

“Masks are still required in public places, but there are 
some days when the sidewalks aren’t crowded so people 
can socially distance on the sidewalks, but then there are 
days they can’t so those of  us who want to wear a mask, 
who want to keep ourselves safe from those who are not, 
then let us choose to wear a mask instead of  telling some-
one they have to,” she said.

Commissioner Patterson said a person’s behavior im-
pacts other people’s behavior and that’s why there are rules 
concerning certain things – “anything that impacts other 
people’s health,” she said.

“We are talking about not enforcing something that 
we think is better for us. I don’t fall back on anyone else’s 
opinion. I make my own opinion. So don’t say, because the 
governor says this, we should do this; figure out what our 
specific local environment needs. The governor doesn’t 
live in Highlands. The governor has to do what’s best for 
the majority of  his state. We have to do what’s best for a 
small subset of  that. We need to do what is best for the 
healthcare of  our citizens,” she said.

Mayor Taylor reminded commissioners that Gov-
ernor Cooper said municipalities and counties could be 
more stringent than he.

Commissioner Dotson held his position. 
“But now, instead of  being more restrictive than the 

state, we need to fall back and parallel what the state says. 
We were more stringent than the state was, and we did 
what needed to be done at the time. But now, if  outside, 
you don’t have to wear a mask but if  inside you do,” he 
said.

Eventually, a consensus was reached.
“In the beginning, we didn’t know anything, and we 

didn’t have a vaccine, so masks were our best option. We 
needed everyone to do it because there was no other way 
to protect ourselves. To protect everyone, we had to make 
masks mandatory,” said Commissioner Patterson. “Now 
we have other options to protect ourselves which are the 
vaccines. So, if  you are scared of  variants just wear a mask. 
The virus isn’t over. We haven’t won the war. But we have 
options. Now because you can opt to get the vaccine, we 
don’t need to make people wearing the mask mandatory 
outside.”

The signs on the Highlands’ streets in the commercial 
district now read: “Masks Suggested in Crowded Areas.”

– Kim Lewicki



•Classifieds•
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 

GREAT DEAL! Five acre view lot 
in private, gated community of Highlands 
Gate Estates off Hwy 64 West. Commu-
nity water, electric and cable. $99,000. 
Call Merritt Shaw at Highlands Cove Re-
alty (828) 421-7593. (5/13)

FOR SALE
REFRIGERATOR. Bosch, Stainless 

Steel, French door, counter depth, 21 cu-
bic feet, freezer on the bottom.  Pristine 
condition. Located in Highlands. $1200.  
Call 803-351-0452. (st. 5/13)

HELP WANTED
JOIN OUR TEAM! Whole Life 

Market is now hiring for full/part time 
positions. Are you a fun, healthy minded 
individual looking for a positive work 
environment? We are an organic health 
food store/ juice bar. Experience is not 
necessary but any grocery store, barista 
skills are a plus. Competitive pay! Ap-
ply at Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th. St, 
Highlands. 

FULL AND PART TIME RETAIL 
SALES ASSOCIATES WANTED. 
Contact Potpourri at 828-200-0044 to 
schedule an interview. Eyewear experience 
is a plus.  (st. 5/13)

DO YOU LIKE TO CLEAN AND 
ORGANIZE?  Private club seeking a few 
energetic individuals with a happy state of 
mind to join our staff in the housekeeping 
department.  Early hours, routine schedule, 
competitive pay, benefits, one daily meal 
provided, and uniforms provided.  If you 
are interested, please contact us at High-
lands Country Club at 828-526-2181. (st. 
5/13)

FAST ON YOUR FEET? Private 
club seeking personable individuals that 
enjoy pleasing people to join our staff in 
the Food & Beverage Department, such 
as, server, bartender, and other various 
positions. Great pay, plenty of hours to be 
had, and one daily meal per shift. If you are 
interested, please contact us at Highlands 
Country Club at 828-526-2181. (st. 5/13)

CALLING ALL MERMAIDS! 
Spartina 449 now hiring part time key and 
sales position. Apply in person. 394 Main St, 
Highlands. 828-787-1178 (st. 4/29) 

THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
AND LEARNING CENTER - Are 
you looking for a summer job? We are 
still looking to fill the following positions: 
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Kitchen Staff, Cabin Counselor, Health 
Center Coordinator (must be 21+, EMT 
certified or higher), CIT Mentor (21+), 
ASCENDER Mentor (21+) You can find 
more details about these positions and 
apply on our website: The MountainRLC.
org. Please reach out with any questions 
or concerns at youthcamp@themoun-
tainrlc.org. I look forward to seeing your 
application! (st. 4/1) 

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
HIGHLANDS NC – Assistant F&B 
Manager, Banquet Captain, Banquet Su-
pervisor, Banquet Server, Host, Server, 
Busser, Bartender, Gardener’s Assistant, 
Cook, Pastry & Bread Cook, Dishwash-
er, Reservations Specialist, Front Desk 
Agent, Bellman, Night Auditor, Room At-
tendant, Houseman, 2nd Shift Laundry, 
Warehouse Associate, Retail Associate, 
Spa Attendant, Spa Concierge, Fitness 
Manager, Massage Therapist, Cosmetolo-
gist, Contract Positions-Fitness Instruc-
tor (spin), Makeup Artist. Benefits and 
PTO for FULL TIME. Apply online: www.
oldedwardsinn.com/careers

PART OR FULL TIME SALES 
ASSOCIATE needed. – Retail experi-
ence preferred. Please call 828-371-2582. 
(st. 2/18)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
Looking for full-time hostess (great 
pay) dishwasher, prep cook, pantry and 
waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque at 
828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. 
(st. 2/4)

CASTING CALL! The Highlands 
Playhouse is reopening and we are look-
ing for talented and committed team 
members in a variety of roles. Leadership 
and box office staff positions are available 
(both full and part-time). Experience in 
business management/customer service 
and an interest in the arts is a must! The 
Highlands Playhouse is an 83 year old in-
stitution offering movies year-round and 
live entertainment in the Summer and 
Fall. Please send resumes and inquiries to 
HighlandsPlayhouse@gmail.com (st. 2/18)

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER 
NEEDED FOR LIVE IN POSITION. 
-- Prefer a local couple/individual to en-
tertain and maintain facility while enjoying 
living in an exceptional facility. Strong peo-
ple/communication skills needed. Must be 
flexible and have impeccable references 
and experience in hospitality/facility main-
tenance. Background/knowledge in wine 

and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowl-
edge in hiking/construction and outdoors 
is good also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com. (st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY 
REEVES FURNITURE STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS is looking for full and part 
time sales and administrative positions. 
Sales — must be professional appearing, 
friendly, self-motivated, and enthusiastic. 
Previous sales and customer service expe-
rience preferred. Design Assistant — must 
be attentive to detail, have computer and 
organizational skills. Duties include plac-
ing and following up on Purchase Orders, 
managing accounts, and working closely 
with our in-house Designer and design cli-
ents. Apply in person at 2089 Dillard Road, 
Highlands, NC 2874. (2/25) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
1 BEDROOM/BATHROOM fur-

nished house.  Approx. 2 miles from town. 
Private, with a deck and washer/dryer.  
Availaable June 1st.  $950 per month, plus 
utilities.  Please call 828-342-4819. (st. 5/13)

SERVICES 
HANDIMAN - Electrical, plumbing, 

painting, carpentry. Call Al Edgar. 828-332-
7271. 828-369-6245. (4.1)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. carpentry, 
interior and exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. Will also moni-
tor house during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 
828-526-5984. (5/27) 

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying 
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & 
Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/
Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also of-
fer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike 
Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design 
& Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (4/29) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for 
reservations

The Top Sales Team 
in Highlands 2020 

•Source HCMLS 

PaAL 

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200,9179 
Downtown Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828,526.8784 

Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165 

REAL ESTA.TE 
COMPANIES 
� THE WORLD" 

Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.4525 Uri) LUXURY 11' PORTFOLIO I INTERNATIONAL 

828.526.8784 I patallenrealtygroup.com 

REALTY GROUP 

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

NOW OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30

7 days a week 

40 Years of Fine Dining

Making Deals. Making History. 
Jody Lovell shattered the ceiling on MLS 
sales for a single broker this year closing over 
$165M per the HCMLS and county recordings! 

More of Jody's listings sold and she represented 
more buyers than any other broker on the MLS. 
She represented 100 happy clients in closed 
transactions in 2020. 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty broke 
the Highlands sales history by selling over a 
quarter of a billion dollars in sales in 2020. 

Jody Lovell I (828) 226.6303 
Top Producing Broker on Highland&ICashiers MLS since 2001 
Top Broker in North Carolina per Real Trends 2016"2017 
Top Two Broker Norlh Carolina 2018/rop Four 2019 


