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Letter from HS IDs a small sub-group

Given the high marks US
News and World Report consis-
tently gives Highlands School,
some parents were shocked when
the school sent them a letter last
week letting them know High-

ACA health
insurance
‘Open
Enrollment’
is OPEN

Open enrollment for 2022
health insurance through the
Affordable Care Act began Nov. 1.

Certified Application
Counselors with Get Covered
WNC, a service of Mountain
Projects, are standing by to help
mountain residents in Haywood,
Jackson, Marcon, Swain, Graham
Cherokee and Clay counties,
including the Qualla Boundary
make the most of the opportunity.

In this new entrollment
year, there are more insurance
companies and more plans to serve
the healthcare needs of Western
North Carolinians. Now’s the time
to apply for new coverage, or to
update current coverage and review
new insurance plans. Get Covered
WNC counselors know how to

eSee OPEN page 8

lands School has been designated
as a Targeted Support & Improve-
ment Consistently  Under-per-
forming (TSI-CU) school by the
NC State Board of Education.
“This is the key sentence in

Mayor Pat Taylor

the letter,” said Principal Brian
Jetter. “TSI-CU schools in North
Carolina are those that have a sub-
group (students with disabilities)
that is consistently under-perform-

eSee LETTER page 10
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Landslide victories and record turnout
seat new Town Board

By Brittney Lofthouse

A somewhat contentious
campaign season ended with just
under 500 voters casting ballots in
the Highlands municipal elections.
This amounts to a little more than
50% of eligible voters.

There are 998 registered vot-
ers in the town with 491 casting
ballots this election —a much high-
er turnout rate than in years’ past.

“The turnout was fantastic

for Highlands,” said MC Board of
Elections Deputy Director Gary
Tallent. “It’s usually only about
20% in a good election year.”
Incumbent Mayor Pat Taylor
was re-clected after receiving 343
votes to challenger Marc Hehn’s
145 votes. Hehn, who currently
sits on the Highlands Town Board,
will be able to retain his seat as a
commissioner. There were also
two write-in candidates this elec-

POWER OF THE BRAND

tion cycle.

In large part, Highlands’ vot-
ers took advantage of early voting
which gained 296 of the 491 total
votes cast; 185 voters cast ballots
on Election Day, which concluded
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 2. The Town of Highlands
also received seven absentee bal-
lots.

Voters were allowed to cast

eSee LANDSLIDE page 10
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MC BOC
commits to
$2 million
in pay raises

By Brittney Lofthouse

Employees in Macon County
will see a significant boost to
their paychecks this month as
the Macon County Board of
Commissioners approved over $2
million in pay raises after finalizing
a classification study as well as an
additional $6.9 million in bonuses
using federal COVID19 relief
funding.

Macon County received
$6.9 million in funding from the
American Recovery Plan — a
small piece of the $156.5 million
sent to Western North Carolina
from the federal government in
September. With limited avenues
for spending the funds, Macon
County Manager Derek Roland
proposed utilizing the county’s
$6.9 million allocation of federal
COVID19 relief funding to

eSee RAISES page 8
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Sotheby’s

INTERMATHOMAL REALTY

$150B
Annual
Sales

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
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e THE PLATEAU’S POSITION °

«MAYOR ON DUTYe.

My vision of Highlands

et me trecap some
ideas I presented in
the recent mayoral

campaign. They form my vi-
sion of Highlands.

Since we started this
journey together eight years
ago, many things in High-
lands have changed. One
thing has not. The willing-
ness of the citizens, the com-
munity, the town staff, and
especially the Town Board
to continue to come together
to accomplish many good and positive
things. Working together is a cornerstone
of this community and one I hope lasts far
into the future.

Like many other unique communities,
we face challenges. As Highlanders we
have confidence in the future and know
we can step forward to preserve what is
so special about this unique place we call
home. All of us treasure and value this
one-of-a-kind ecology and environment.
Residents have embraced the teachings
of such scientists as Thomas Harbison
and Bob Zahner and have supported the
important work of the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station and the Land Trust in preserv-

Highlnds Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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ing the ecosystem. Along with
many of you, I am committed to
preserving this unique commu-
nity, its character, its people and
to keep it a special place to live,
work and experience the best life
has to offer.

As Highlanders, we have
always embraced progress and
community engagement starting
over a century ago with the High-
lands Improvement Association.
Even then, people recognized
what a special place this was and
sought to preserve it. We have long been
a retreat that has attracted individuals with
creative talent and community spirit. As we
continue to embrace this spirit we will make
progress toward maintaining a sustainable,
vibrant economy. Sustainability and prog-
ress are not mutually exclusive and we can,
and must, maintain a balance between the
two.

Over the many years we have accom-
plished amazing things for such a small
community. Highlanders have built roads, a
sustainable grid with water, sewer and elec-
tricity, created a school, a library, a hospital,
and founded churches and non-profit insti-
tutions that help thousands every year. And
now, we have a world class fiber network.
For me, all of these accomplishments have
made Highlands one of the best possible
places to live and visit.

I am enthusiastic and optimistic about
our future and how we will meet the chal-
lenges and

embrace new opportunities. As mayor,
I will continue to stay on duty, keep an open
door, and communicate with members of
the community. I will continue to write this
weekly column, do the Ask the Mayor radio
show and hold community coffees. I will
also explore new ways to interact with the
citizenry.

These past eight years have been a
wonderful trip and tremendous honor for
me. I am confident that we can continue to
work together for sustainable progress for
the future of Highlands. There still remains
much work to be done. The STR issues and
the adoption of the Highlands Compre-
hensive Community Plan are two immedi-
ate challenges. I know the Town Board will
work with the community to make deci-
sions for the overall public good.

I'm trying to evict. Any advise?"
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HIGHILANDER
ROOFING SERVICES ,

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt ¢ Cedar * Metal * Synthetic Materials.

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd. ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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by Old Edwards

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina.
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, community farm
and garden, entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

CALL FOR A TOUR TODAY 828.526.1783 | GLENCOVELIFESTYLE.COM
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..on the Verandah
WOLFGANG’'S Restaurant
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO on Lake Sequoyah
. i TUES - SAT ] N1
Celebratiig 27 years  wy[ll KNP\ \\ =i 40 Years of Fine Dining
- - : % . ; @5:30PM OPEN
- : Y| for Dinner

from s:30
7 nights a
week
2e 828-526-2338
. ( B S us 64w . Highlands

/| -

LAKESIDE

NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY.COM
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT.INFO &

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

828-526-4035

WII_D I'HYME GOURMET

BT AaLWUR AN

American Cuisine with a Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Creole Twist and German Flair Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open inside
and Outside

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm

Dining Room at 5:30pm 7 days
Lunch: 11a-4p Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 A Ty 8 Dinner: 5:30p - until Closed Tuesdays
www.wolfgangs.net WM (Closed Sunday and 828.526.3554
Wednesday night) 595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC
il L
.| (ofsta f
(o] Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
0
n for Take- , )
LSS ope (.) . a e out Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
BURRITOS & MORE & Dlnlng-ln! 70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut to order
«TH STREET g, Cay D I N N E R 0 N LY Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
sou’ ANDS . Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine Homemade
= 828.526.9313 e Mon-Sun. 4:30-1 op deli salads, sandwiches and salads Homemade pies,
visit highlandsburritos.com Closed wedneSdays cakes, cookies and so much more!!
Hours . Open Wednesday—Friday 9:30—5:30
Please call for reservations. Saturday 9:30—6:00
Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p Preparing all of the good things the other days.
Closed Sundays 828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900 493 Dillard Road
oOnline Ordering Available and 151 Helen’s Barn Avenue 828-526-2762
q NOW SERVING MARGARITAS! r
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The Secret Garden isn't a Secret anymore!
It is located in The Viﬂage Square behind
K-H Founders Park.
Oﬁering hot and cold sandwiches, green salads,
pasta salads, bakevy items, “SECRET” dai[y specia[s
and chillers ﬁﬂed with specialty charcuterie items

sourced from small batch vendors in
North Carolina.
The best part? The Secret Garden is open past spm,
open on Sundays AND
all of the food is ﬁeshly made and Veady for ]oick up.

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * Highlands

MAGNOLIA
REPUBLIC

482-8747 » 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p

Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection and

Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

1 annins ~ Taps . Tapas

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners

Open Thursday - Monday ¢ 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

o See OBITUARIES page 18

Craft Ilce Cream &

Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main (T15 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food

- 828-200-1371 - Page 5

Our Thanksgiving Meal Kits
Have Everything You Need
For the Perfect Dinner

Order In Store or by Calling 828.526:3554
595 Franklin Rood Highlands, N.C.
HIGHLANDSSMOKEHOUSE.COM

prind HIGHLANDS
SMOKEHOUSE

Home for Thanksgiving!

Place orders by Sunday, November 21%.

Pick up your order Wed., November 24th
between 3 & 6pm.

Simply reheat and enjoy Turkey Day!
Thanksgiving Meal Kits

Includes Cranbemnry Relish, Herb Gravy, Rolls, a
Homemade Pie, and 3 Sides.

Smoked Whole Turkey Meal Kit ......... $225
Smoked Turkey Breast Meal Kit .......... $200
Sides

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy = Creamed Corn
Collaad Greens ® Sweet Potato Casserole Savory
Cornbread Stuffing = Southern Style Green Beans
with Bacon = Mac and Cheese

Desserts
Pumpkin pie s Apple pie

A La Carte servess-8

Sicles T A M g N R Syl K . 35
Smoked turkey breast (4-510S) .......ccoovuvvinennns 60
Smoked whole tutkey (12-14 1bs).............. 70
Prime beef brisket (5 1bS)............ouevviiviieeinneen.. 120
Homemade Pi€............cooooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 22

595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC « (828) 526-3554

D ooletti

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM

Every Evening
Exceptional Wines
& Craft Cocktails

Reservations:

828.526.4906
440 Main Street ® Highlands
www.paolettis.com

l&-@a[k{?a@% & [me@[h All [D)agy

O
828-482-7020
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An '‘R’tickle about a Highlands STR that did not happen

Dear Editor,

Unlike some previous STR letters
you readers have been subjected to, this
one actually contains some verifiable facts
and a bit of Highlands® history. This one
is also less hysterical than some previous
letters. It does not claim without any sup-
porting evidence that the town will lose
about $150,000,000 if the town does not

allow innumerable unregulated “vacation
rentals” (aka STRs).

I assume that you are acquainted with
the term “the silent majority.” This would
seem to imply as in the case of banned
STRs that the raucous ones are the minor-
ity.

This is about Jane and Bill and the
1930s Highlands Motor Hotel.

Jocd

Sky!

Valle
COUINTRY CI .Ll‘ly
¢ Incredible Views
® Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
e Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

“The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia”

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Tour features:
views, flora, fauna, and

of our area.

» Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres
adjoining 100,000 acres of NFs.
Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range

climate influences, and a 400-year history

(828) 382-8884 » 1625 Dillard Rd « Scaly Mountain, NC

About 10 years ago, I had the honor
and pleasure of knowing Jane and Bill and
getting a tour of the of the remodeled mo-
tor hotel. Please refer to Macon County
GIS mapping pin number7540527023 for
the location in Highlands.

As told to me by Jane, her grandfa-
ther bought in the early ‘30s an inexpensive
half-acre in Highlands. It did not cost much
because it flooded after every heavy rain.
Then the owner of the parcel on the other
side of the street needed to get rid of a lot
of dirt in order to make that parcel more
level. Jane’s grandfather had it dumped on
his half-acre, which then no longer flooded.

He built a bent “L” shaped structure
of nine, small rooms and intended to open

it to the public as a motor hotel. It was
never opened and sat unused.

After Jane inherited the structure, she
was very creative in joining and decorat-
ing some of the rooms. She claimed that
all furnishings were bought at Mountain
Findings.

It seems that Highlands may soon
have permitted and regulated STRs. Hope-
fully, with a “three strikes (complaints) and
you are out” stipulation!

Now, the permitted and regulated
choice may be accepted as a reasonable
alternative to the August board approved
ban on STRs in R1 residences.

Larry Brannan
Highlands

Don’t go the way of Charleston

Dear Editor,

After living in Charleston for 22 years,
my husband and I chose to make our home
in Highlands and are now full-time residents.
During our last few years in Chatleston,
short term rentals (STRs) became a hot-but-
ton issue because of the wide-spread nega-
tive effect on the community.

We personally experienced an uptick in
trespassing, noise, and parking problems --
and the loss of friends and neighbors, who
got fed up and moved away as we eventually
did.

But the effects were much worse in
working-class neighborhoods, where peo-
ple typically rented rather than owned their
homes. Landlords either sold out or re-
vamped their properties to capitalize on the
STR market, and whole neighborhoods of
long-time residents were literally driven out
of town. In their wake, several small church-
es closed because they no longer had a local
congregation to sustain them.

Shortly before we left, Charleston en-

acted sweeping restrictions on STRs in the
downtown area, but it was too late for us.
Charleston had become a city we no longer
enjoyed living in.

Before choosing Highlands as our new
home, we carefully reviewed the town ordi-
nances to make sure that residential areas
were protected from STRs, and we believed
— and still believe - that the prohibition
against “commercial overnight accommo-
dation” is intended to do just that.

So I'm surprised and disappointed to
find myself writing a letter-to-the-editor on
this topic and feeling that my new neigh-
borhood and community are at risk.

I am asking the Mayor and Commis-
sioners to maintain and enforce the ban on
short term rentals in R-1 areas and to con-
tinue to review and monitor them in mixed
use areas. I cannot tell you how important
this is in order to maintain the livability of
outr community.

Patty Uffelman
Highlands

Help us protect Highlands from STRs

Dear Editor,

My name is Kenneth W. Dohn and I am
a member of the Highlands Neighborhood
Coalition. We are a group of neighborhoods
and individuals dismayed that the best of
what we all love about Highlands is being
hollowed out by investors who have seized
on our town as a great business opportunity.
We know Highlands is so much more than
that. We welcome you to join us in protecting,
advocating for and preserving this special

place.

At present, ever multiplying short term
rentals are degrading a key element of our
town,; that is our residential neighborhoods,
by exchanging homes once filled with
families and generations of friends with
commercial ventures that advertise and
collect tax just like a gas station or a gift shop.
In some Highlands neighborhoods, STRs
now make up 25% of houses on a street.

eSee LETTERS page 16
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The MAYOR is on DUTY

“The outpouring of support from the voters of
Highlands has been humbling and the past eight
years have been a wonderful trip and
tremendous honor for me. | look forward to
continuing to work together for sustainable
progress and growth for Highlands. Thank you
for your confidence, your friendship,

et
PAT TAYLOR

HIGHLANDS MAYOR

Proven Leadership that Works

www.PatTaylorForMayor.com

Paid for by Keep the Mayor on Duty
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MAIN STREET PAYMENTS

Cartl Provesde

& Por sl

Attention Small Business Owners!

Main Street Payments may be able to save you a significant
amount of money on your credit and debit card processing while
providing you local service.

. Over $500,000 in savings to our clients since 2017

. Local Service

. Simple Pricing (Interchange Plus Pricing)

. No Contracts

. Free Credit Card Terminals

. Integration with Lightspeed, Quickbooks POS,
Aloha and more.

Call or e-mail today and start saving!

Main Street Payments, LLC
PO Box 1516, Highlands, NC 28741
Jerry Moore
Phone: 828-482-2032

www.mainstreetpayments.org
e-mail: jerrymoore@mainstreetpayments.org

30% off
cleaning
&

ORIENTAL RUG GALLERY

. 828-526-5759 -
MAIN STREET - OAK SQUARE IN HIGHLANDS
YWYWW.SHIRAZRUGGALLERIES.COM

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.
Other locations: Maples, Sarasota, Orlando, Tampa

.OPEN continued from page 1

navigate the process of finding
the best plan, and can guide clients
through the process.

Each year, insurance
companies adjust insurance plans
to reflect past usage and new trends
in the healthcare marketplace.
Get Covered WNC encourages
participants to avoid automatic
renewals and to actively update
applications each year, which can
lead to greater savings and better
coverage.

“There are new calculations
for premium tax credits that have
made plans even more affordable
for many people,”said Jan Plummer,

Coordinator for the Get Covered
WNC program.

The Covid-19 pandemic
continues, and peak flu season is
approaching. During the COVID
emergency open enrollment petiod,
80% of people who lost job-based
or other qualifying health insurance
have found comprehensive plans
for $50 or less per month through
the ACA (Affordable Care Act).

In addition, people who
have taken the COBRA option
after losing job-based coverage
can consider options for ACA
plans. If more affordable plans
are available through the ACA,

.RAISES continued from page 1

provide premium pay for all county
employees through October 2024.

While Macon County received
$6.9 million — other counties
allocations vary — as do how
those counties intend to spend the
funding. Jackson County received
$8.5 million, Haywood County
received $12 million, Graham
County received $1.6 million,
Clay County received $2.1 million,
Cherokee County received $5.5
million, and Swain County received
$2.7 million.

The Department of Treasury
issued guidance detailing its
interpretation and implementation
of eligible uses, but the statutory
language specifically authorizes use
of the funds. Fach of the following
is a separate allowable use of the
funds for the recipient:

* To respond to the pandemic
or its negative economic impacts,
including assistance to households,
small businesses, and nonprofits,
or aid to impacted industries such
as tourism, travel, and hospitality;

* For premium pay to eligible
workers performing essential work
(as determined by each recipient
government) during the pandemic,
providing up to $13 per hour above
regular wages;

* For the provision of
government services to the extent
of the reduction in revenue due to
the pandemic (relative to revenues

collected in the most recent full
fiscal year prior to the emergency);

* To make necessary
investments in water, sewer, or
broadband infrastructure;

The recipient government
must send the Treasury periodic
reports with a detailed accounting
of the uses of the funds (States
and territories must also provide
all modifications to tax revenue
sources since March 3, 2020).

The language explicitly
prohibits funds from being
deposited into a pension fund.

States and tertitoties are also
prohibited from using the funds to
offset, either directly or indirectly, a
tax cut made since March 3, 2021.

Each county will be responsible
for deciding how the funds can be
spent. Graham County announced
in August, that all full-time county
nurses and EMS staff will receive
a one-time lump sum bonus of
$25,000.

Roland said that due to state
statutory limitations on the function
of NC governments — the county
would be limited on which of the
allowable uses can be utilized.

With the strict guidelines
associated with the funding, and
the need to provide an incentive to
address county staffing shortages,
Roland made the recommendation
to allocate the full $6.9 million

COBRA coverage can be cancelled
with no penalties.

Free unbiased assistance
with health insurance eligibility,
enrollment, and other community
resources is available by calling
Mountain Projects at 828-452-
1447.

Get Covered WNC serves
the seven counties of Haywood,
Jackson, Macon, Swain, Graham,
Cherokee, and Clay, including the
Qualla Boundary.

Get Covered WNC is
supported by the Kate B Reynolds
Charitable Trust and the Dogwood
Health Trust.

for premium pay for all county
employees by providing all
part-time and full-time county
employees with a $2 per hour
premium pay bonus until October
2024.

The premium pay bonuses
will be paid out in seven lump
sums throughout that time period.

According to Roland,
unlike other counties, Macon
County’s plan provides employees
with premium pay spread out
over several years rather than
one lump sum. The plan was
designed to address the current
staffing shortage and then also
provide retention and recruitment
incentives in the years to come.

Seasonal part-time employees
will be considered eligible for
premium pay. To receive the
premium pay, the individual must
be employed at the beginning of
the specified season and remain
employed through the end of the
specified season. For seasonal
part-time employees, the premium
pay period will begin on the first
day of the specified season and
end on the last day of the specified
season.

The premium plan policy
was unanimously approved
by commissioners and will be
retroactive dating back to April
26,2021.
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Fellow Lovers of Highlands,

ists, landscapers, retailers, housekeepers, entrepreneurs, builders, realtors, plumbers, electricians, and many others. All these groups
are inter-woven into the fabric that makes this town so special, and while some may not realize it, all of these groups benefit from
vacation rentals.

ﬁ s you are all well aware, Highlands is an inclusive family of year-round residents, seasonal homeowners, visitors, restaurateurs, art-

For four decades the Town of Highlands communicated to countless property owners and visitors that there were no restrictions on vacation
rentals. The Town has happily accepted rental tax revenue and welcomed renters for decades. That changed this summer when a small but
vocal HOA voted to bring legal action against the Town of Highlands. On August 19th, the Town meeting opened with the statement “this
is the beginning of a long discussion on vacation rentals.” By the end of that meeting, the Board had voted to ban them. The people and the
businesses of Highlands were blindsided.

In response, Save Highlands was created. Sadly, we are being positioned as faceless investors. The truth is that we have been part of the
community for decades and many of us are full-time residents. One member has had property and family rooted in the town since the 1920s,
another since the 1880s. We are not a group of faceless investors. We are your neighbors and, just like you, we want what's best for this
Town.

On October 13, the Save Highlands group of homeowners took the first legal step to retain personal property rights in the Town of High-
lands. To be clear, this is not an action we wanted to take. Unfortunately, neither Mayor Taylor nor anyone from the Town of Highlands
have come to the table with negotiations or made any attempt to find common ground. In effect, all remaining options for cordially protect-
ing the rights of property owners and saving Highlands have been exhausted. We firmly believe the law is on our side regarding this issue.

Banning rentals will not only have a crippling financial effect on Highlands, but also fracture its people unnecessarily. In fact, it’s already
happening. This action has created an artificial divide between neighbors when together we could address the issue thoughtfully, taking the
entire community’s input into consideration.

A vacation rental ban will have a substantial negative effect on tax and business revenue and lead to a devastating loss of income for count-
less Highlands residents. Banning rentals could mean a loss of $13,500,000 direct income and a $115,000,000 total economic loss. These finan-
cial implications are far reaching and affect us all.

While the Town is currently booming - fueled by the travel dynamics of the pandemic and a recovering economy - the financial effects of a
vacation rental ban will be felt this winter and exponentially when the economic climate isn’t so strong. We want balance. Vacation rentals
are a complicated subject for any town, which is why they were specifically addressed in the Draft Community Plan.

And while loud voices have stated that vacation rentals are “simply against the law,” that is simply false. The Town of Highlands Use Regu-
lations do not even mention vacation rentals. Even the State of North Carolina defines vacation rentals as “residential use.” But more than
that, we feel that who we invite into our homes should be in our hands as the property owners - not the decision of the government.

We love this town and its people. And we believe if we come together as a community, we can create an inclusive, well-planned future to
save Highlands for generations to come.

Sincerely,
The Save Highlands Committee
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Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA
706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439
ETS R 7 . T

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.
* Dental Implants  Root Canal Therapy
o SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
e Orthodontics including Invisalign

* Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
¢ Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

-
WILBANKS SMILECENTER

Py Sy

;"’H

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

..LETTER continued from page 1

ing (CU). At the same time, the
state “dings” the school for do-
ing what the state approves. The
“ding” is that we are required to
send out the letter to all parents of
students at the school.”’

Schools are identified as TSI-
CU, when one or more of the same
sub-group receives a grade of “F”
on the NC statewide system of an-
nual School Performance Grades
for the most recent and the previ-
ous two years.

At Highlands School some in
the sub-group are Hispanic, and
the barrier is language for the most
part, said Jetter. However, more
are native English speakers who
have intellectual disabilities.

In  2018-19, Highlands
School was put on a watch list us-
ing 2017-18 data. Schools on the
watch list were at risk for identifi-
cation as TSI-CU in 2019-20. For
the 2019-20 identification, 2017-
‘18 and 2018-19 data was used and
for the 2020-21 and beyond, three
years of data is being used.

TSI-CU schools are identified
annually and can exit this identifi-
cation by receiving a letter grade
of “D” or better for the identified
subgroups in the most recent two
consecutive years

Though schools are eligible to

exit Jetter said he doubts that will
ever happen.

“If we had just one student
with a math disability, we'd have
to knowingly require that student
to take Math 4 (trig/calc/algebra)
knowing he couldn’t pass it. If he
didn’t pass Math 4, he wouldn’t
graduate. So it’s a ‘pick your poi-
son’ decision...not have the student
graduate, or send letters home
because the state allows another
pathway to help the student get the
4th math for graduation.”

Of the school’s 370 enrolled
students, 11 are in the “students
with disabilities” subgroup.

Highlands School has devel-
oped a comprehensive plan that
specifically addresses how it will
improve student achievement.

* Grade 3-8 math and reading
teachers will use the beginning of
the year STAR Math and Reading
benchmarks that assess students
on objectives by individual stu-
dents in the NC Common Core.

* Grades 3-5 reading teachers
will identify non-proficient read-
ers and will recommend them for
reading intervention.

* Grades 6-8 math and reading
teachers will teach non-proficient
math and reading students during
the Wheel. Teachers will notify

..LANDSLIDE continued from page 1

ballots for two of six candidates
on the Highlands Town Board,
with the top two vote-getters being
Patterson and Pierson.

Highlands Town Board in-
cumbent Amy Patterson was re-
elected with 261 votes. Eric Pier-
son, who lost his seat two years

ago, got it back with 238 votes.
While not elected to the
board, challenger Thomas Craig
received 139 votes, Pat Allen tre-
ceived 128 votes, Mary Bynum re-
ceived 91 votes and Nicolaus Mc-
Call received 40 votes. There was
also one write-in candidate for the

parents in writing of knowledge
gaps.

* STAR Math and Reading
progress monitoring will be used
for students who don’t score at
the benchmark.

“The state allows schools to
have alternate completer routes
for students with math disabili-
ties,” said Jetter. “For instance, stu-
dents who have been diagnosed
with a math disability, may use
courses designated by the state to
complete the four required math
courses for graduation. A student
with a math disability may take
Personal Finance or Construc-
tion instead of Trigonometry or
Algebra II to complete the four
required math courses.”

Meanwhile, US News and
World Report has Highlands
School elementary school rated
#34 out of all elementary schools
in NC, and #1 out of all elemen-
tary schools in Macon County.

The US News and World
Report also has Highlands School
high school rated at #2,519 out of
all high schools in the nation; #65
out of all high schools in NC; and
#1 out of the high schools in Ma-
con County.

— Kim Lewicki

Town Board.

Candidates will be sworn in
ahead of the December board
meeting,

In two years, three seats
will open, that of Commissioner
Marc Hehn, John Dotson and
Brian Stiehler.

*Biz/ORG NEWSe

Bel Canto
proceeds are
disbursed

Joi Chapman, the new music
teacher at Highlands School
receives a Bel Canto check from
retiring chair, Stell Huie. Huie
said that this is part of $90,000
in Bel Canto grants this year.
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SHORT-TERM RENTAL INVESTORS ARE SUING THE TOWN
IN ORDERTO

“SAVE HIGHLANDS”

e Are they saving the Town from our neighbors who simply want to live in and enjoy
the historically peaceful environment of our residential neighborhoods?

e Or are they sacrificing our neighbors so they can maximize profits by providing
illegal overnight accommodations instead of legal long-term rentals?

e Are they saving the Town from our peaceful neighbors who suffer from the intensive
Commercial Use brought on by nightly short-term renters?

e Or are they sacrificing our neighborhoods in favor of mini-hotels whose constant
turnover brings additional disturbances — linen, cleaning, and maintenance services
after each check-out?

e Are they saving the Town from our residents who need affordable long-term housing
that has been all but eliminated by short-term investors?

e Or are they sacrificing a diverse community that includes employees who would live
here if they could afford to?

e Are they saving the Town from our charitable neighbors who support and fund our
community organizations?

e Or are they sacrificing our community organizations who will lose this vital support
once our neighbors leave in search of a more peaceful place to live?

e Are they saving the Town from those of us who simply want to find a parking spot,
dine in a restaurant, enjoy our once-peaceful plateau without crowds of short-term
renters and wedding guests?

e Or are they sacrificing the historic fabric, scale, and character of our Town for more
and more tourists which leaves everyone frustrated?

LET’S BE HONEST
The only thing “Save Highlands” want to save is their ability to maximize short-term profit
while sacrificing the character of Highlands and the peace and quiet of our
neighborhoods.

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION

PRESERVE. | FPROTECT | ADVOCATE

WWW!’TIg}W;ZE HC‘ISHCI)g}ﬁ Ii)or.lﬁoodcoaIition.com
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS ®

Rec Pool Schedule:

e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri, 6-103;
Mon.-Fri. 11:152 to 1:30p & Sat.
10-1la.; Water Aerobics; Mon.-Fri.
10:15-11:15a.; Public Swim: Tues. &
Wed. 3:30-7p, Sat. | la to 6p; & Sun.
|-6p. Please call ahead to make sure
the pool is open for Public Swim
due to staff shortages. 828-526-
1595.

Sun. - Wed.

* COVID Testing 9a to 5p. Sun.
&Wed. in Highlands at the Commu-
nity Building. Mon. & Tues. at the Vil-
lage Green in Cashiers. To register
go to https://lhi.care/covidtesting.
For information, call 877-562-4850.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded
in the 1800s that provides grants
and loans to women who want to
return to school or further their
education and have a financial need,
meets at 10 a.m. If interested, please
call president Paula McDonald at
706-372-3004 for meeting places.

Mon.-Fri.

* Water Aerobics |8 years plus
10:15-1 la.m.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street

is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.

* Cardio Kickboxing with Crys-
tal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body
workout that engages every muscle
in the body. With the many benefits
of cardio, kickboxing is also a great
stress and frustration reliever. We
will be making contact with pads. If
you have your own gloves and pads,
please bring them. Kickboxing com-
bines cardio and strength training to
tone muscles and burn fat.

Mon. & Thurs.

* Drive-thru flu clinics at the
public health center located at 1830
Lakeside Drive in Franklin Mondays
and Thursdays from |—4 p.m. The
cost for the regular dose is $36 and
the high dose (recommended for
those 65+) cost is $73. Insurances
will be filed; please bring your insur-
ance card with you. For additional
information call 828.349.2081.

Mon.,Wed., Thurs.

* Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
8:30am-9:30 a.m. $25 a month. The
class is led by Cathy Hodgson. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information.

National Theatre of London’s
‘Follies’ is this Saturday at PAC

AR

by

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will present an encore screen-
ing of the National Theatre of London’s production of Stephen Sond-
heim’s Follies on Sat., Nov. 6th @ |pm.Tracie Bennett, Janie Dee and
Imelda Staunton play the magnificent Follies in this dazzling produc-
tion which won two Olivier Awards for Best Musical Revival and Best
Costume Design (by Vicki Mortimer). Featuring a cast of 37 and an
orchestra of 21, directed by Dominic Cooke and filmed live on stage
at the National Theatre in 2017. Run Time: 2.45. Tickets are available
online: www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com, 507 Chestnut Street High-
lands NC 28741

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9
am.

* Highlands/Cashiers Alcohol-
ics Anonymous “Open Meetings”
are for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held
in Highlands at the Ist Presbyterian
Church,471 Main St.,on Mon.at 5:30
p-m.and on Wed. & Fri. at noon.And
held six times a week in Cashiers at
Church of the Good Shepherd, Rte
107. For exact meeting times visit
our website www.aawnc80.org or
to speak with a member of A.A. call
(828) 349-4357.

Tues. & Thurs.

* New Zumba class from 4:30-
5:15p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30pm.This will be a combi-
nation class with many different type
of exercise.

Tuesdays

Tuesdays

» Strength Training 8:15-9:15.
Aim for strong, lean muscles using
light weights, body weight, and high
repetition to shape and tone. Learn
proper form and range of motion to
safely target all muscle groups for a
metabolic boost and feel great.

2nd Tues. thru December

* Hudson Library, in partner-
ship with VAYA Health, is hosting an
educational series on adult mental
health, held the second Tuesday of
each month through December. This
series is aimed particularly at older
adults and will focus on mental health
issues of particular interest to them.
Reservations are required and masks
will be required. Register online at
vayahealth.com/calendar (click on
the desired class to register) or call
the library at 828-526-3031.

First Wednesdays

* Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal is featuring Walk-in VWednesdays
Hiring Event. Interviewing for RN,
CNAs, Allied Health Professionals
and Support Services Professionals.
[-3:30 p.m.. 190 Hospital Drive, front
entrance. On the spot offers. Sign-on
bonuses offered for select positions.
Bring updated resume. Casual wear.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 a.m. An
exhilarating and fun mix of martial
arts for a calorie-burning workout.
Learn the proper form and technique
to execute jabs, hooks, uppercuts,
and front and side roundhouse kicks
in a non-contact setting. No martial
arts background necessary.

* Free Covid vaccination clin-
ics — 9 a.m. to 5p.m. at the Rec Park.
(Closed for a half-hour lunch break)
Note: The clinic will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day. Location sub-
ject to change, please check https:/
myspot.nc.gov/ for the latest location
information.Walk-ins are accepted,
however we encourage residents to
pre-register and schedule an appoint-
ment at https://myoptumserve.com/
covidl9, or by calling (877) 505-6723
if you do not have internet.

* AL-ANON Meetings. The AL-
ANON Family Groups are a fellow-
ship of relatives and friends of alco-
holics who share their experience,
strength, and hope in order to solve
their common problems. An In-Per-
son meeting is held each Thurs.,noon
at the Ist Presbyterian Church, 471
Main St, Highlands. An AL-ANON
Zoom Meeting is held each Saturday
@ 10:15am 1D:889-3772-7928 Pass-
word: EasyDoesit or to speak with a
member call 828-342-6866.

* Free ESL classes at the Pres-
byterian Church 5:30-6:30 p.m.There
is no registration required; students
can just show up and participate.

Anyone who wishes to learn English
is encouraged to participate. For
any questions, visit www.maconn-
cliteracy.org, call (828) 526 — 0863
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Fri.-Sat. Nov. 7-28

* At the Highlands Playhouse,
Foodie Film Series with a different
episode of Rob Brydon and Steve
Coogan eating their way acorss the
globe in four brilliant films 3 and 6
p-m.Visit www.highlandsplayhouse.
org for ticket information and de-
tailed showtimes.

Fri., Nov.5

* Community Shred Event at
the Rec Park from 9a to noon. Do-
nations will be collected for local
nonprofits.

Sat.,Nov. 6

* Book signing at Shakespeare
& Co. in Village Square. Angie Jen-
kins with her new book, Memories
of Highlands’ Early Years from 2 to
4 p.m.

Nov. 27-Dec. 24

* Santa in the Park

Sat. Nov. 27

* Chamber event: Lighting of
the Park 6-8 p.m..

‘Foodie Film Series’ starts

Nov. 7 at the Playhouse

Highlands Playhouse is serving up four courses of comedy, travel, food,
and wine this November for their annual Foodie Film Series. Enjoy the hi-
latious duo, Rob Brydon and Steve Coogan, as they eat their way across the
globe in four brilliant films.

Kicking off the 2021 Foodie Film Series is The Trip, the original film
in this delicious collection - When Steve is commissioned by the food supple-
ment of a Sunday newspaper to review half a dozen restaurants, he decides to
mix work with pleasure and plans a trip around the North of England with
his food loving American girlfriend. But when his girlfriend decides to leave
him and return to the States, Steve reluctantly, he calls Rob, the only person
he can think of who will be available. Rob, never one to turn down a free
lunch (let alone six) agrees, and together they set off for a culinary adventure.
Screening November 5% - 7%, with showings at 3PM and 6PM.

The second adventure in the series has Rob and Steve in Italy from Pied-
mont to Capri, following in the footsteps of the great Romantic poets in
the eatly 19th century on the Grand Tour - The Trip to Italy is screening
November 11% - 13*, with showings at 3PM and 6PM.

In the third series, our lovable guides are commissioned to do another
restaurant tour, this time in Spain - The Trip to Spain is screening November
19™ - 21, with showings at 3PM and 6PM.

The final film in our Foodie Film series is set in Greece where Rob and
Steve conduct a restaurant tour that follows the path of the Odyssey - The
Trip to Greece is screening November 26" - 28", with showings at 3PM
and 6PM.

Each film funnier than the last, audiences will be entertained while ex-
ploring some of the best dishes in the world. Scott Daniel, Executive Artistic
Ditector of the Playhouse, said this of the films, “I believe The Trip collection
is the perfect balance of exploration, education and entertainment, both the
cuisine and the comedy are divine. Food and laughter are what brings people
together, and these films are going to do exactly that”.

Visit www.highlandsplayhouse.org for ticket information.
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Halloweer Highlands” style. Surday, Oct. 3"

: i
Families and kids of all ages turn out for
Highlands annual Main Street Halloween

extravaganza.
— Photos by Kim Lewicki




Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Nov. 4,2021 - 828-200-1371

i

Peace af Mind In The Mauntains

Peace of Mind in the Mountains HomeWatch
and Home Maintenance Services for
Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners. Proudly
serving the communities of Franklin, Highlands,
and north Georgia

Loretta Peake Newton still believes
that personal care and attention to
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com
MountainHomeMinders.com

at  a
d changing of the
leaves we have ex-

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 6%!

e

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.TeresaSeay.com

TERESA SEAY 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

CIATE

BROKER

(828) 421-1514

ﬂ; Modaiow  RSPS
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Change vs No Change

gorgeous

perienced in the last 2 weeks!
It’s always difficult to predict
the peak when we are asked
by our clients or friends wait-
ing for the “perfect” time to
see the glotious crimson, or-
ange, and gold magic we are
privy to each year in these
majestic mountains. We re-
alize we have absolutely no
control over the metamor-
phosis and sit back and wait,
knowing it will happen, de-
pending on the affecting cli-
mate conditions of the year: the rain, the
temperatures, and the wind.

It brings to mind the political climate we
find ourselves in and not just the division in
our country but sadly in our own little town.
STRSs (better known as short-term rentals)
in Highlands have stirred controversy never
seen before. We now find ourselves in law-
suits to try and settle the ban that the Town
Board approved in a brief Zoom meeting
with no discussion of ramifications.

Buyers and investors who purchased
homes to be rented to offset their mort-
gages were stunned to learn of this. And
suddenly we are a town divided. Are there
too many weddings, creating noise, parking
infringements, and piles of trash left behind
by the young and restless? You can answer
that based on your own experiences. The
families who rent here year after year respect
the beauty of the town and look forward to
sharing it with their children and grandchil-

Pat Allen BIC
Allen Tate Realtors/
Pat Allen Realty Group

dren each year. It is sad to
think those days and tradi-
tions ate at risk of ending
because of the irresponsi-
bility of a few.

Once the “No mote
STRs in Highlands” word
got out, people began can-
celling 2022 rental reser-
vations and home buyers
began to sit on the fence,
choosing to wait and see the
outcome, before pursuing
an In-Town home purchase.
To be divided and in limbo
is not a good place in which
to be. The situation needs
to be resolved quickly and, unfortunately, it
is now in the hands of attorneys.

Unlike the changing leaves, over which
we have no control, we have a situation at
hand that can be controlled. We have un-
fortunately created a cloud of indecision
in a short period of time that must be
resolved and controlled responsibly. Both
sides offer valid arguments and somewhere
in the middle we must meet so the beauty
of our community is restored.

* Pat Allen is Broker-in Charge of Allen
Tate Realtors/Pat Allen Realty Group. She is
a Certified Luxcury Home NMarketing Specialist
and was the number one selling team with Julie
Osborn in Highlands in 2020. She may be con-
tacted at pa@patallenrealtygronp.com or on her
cell at 828-200-9179 or office at 828-526-8784.
Her office is located at 295 Dillard Road with a
second office located at 5121 Cashiers Road at the
entrance to Wildeat Cliffs Country Club.

Andrea Gabbard

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

m € 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s

International Realty is the #1
producing office on the Plateau 2020

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.
Offered for $895,000

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands
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___—= Forehead Lines

—— Crow’s Feet

—= Frown Lines

HeL

“Double Alle Points Nov 15-19”
Call 828-526-3783 to Schedule
Center for Plastic Surgery

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Not

HIGHLANDS

JOINTODAY

HNOMLES
HOTELS!

FRESCRVE | FROTECT | ADVOCATLE

www.highlandsneighborhoodcoaltion.com

..LETTERS continued from page 6

These mini hotels violate long term
zoning regulations that prohibit
overnight accommodations in
residential neighborhoods.

Zoning laws aren’t punitive,
instead they are a crucial guide for
the planned growth of our town so
that there is an appropriate place
for all areas of life. When you buy
a piece of property you accept
and are bound by the rules that go
with it.

Investors knew what zoning
category applied when they bought
these properties for STR rentals and
what the law said. Their real estate
agents knew it too. Perhaps they

thought “we won’t get caught” or
“what difference does it make, T
want to make money.”

Well, it makes a huge difference.
It’s the difference of living in
the neighborhood promised by
the zoning laws or living on a
street of small hotels. That’s not a
neighborhood. Many homeowners
like me purchased our homes
trusting and depending on the R-1,
R-2 and R-3 laws to protect our
investment and the quality of life
offered by those laws.

To those who think short
term rentals should be allowed

all over Highlands, I ask WHY

SHOULDN’T THERE BE A
ZONE TO LIVE IN THIS
TOWN THAT IS FREE OF
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY?
We are glad there are those
zones designated as R-1, R-2.
R-3. We DO NOT oppose short
term rentals in zones where they
ARE allowed. So much is at
stake. If we lose the character
of our neighborhoods, there is
no getting it back. Please join
the effort to save our town.
Highlandsneighborhoodcoalition.
com
Kenneth W. Dohn
Satulah Ridge

There are many ordinance issues that need addressing

Dear Editor,

My family has over 60 years
history with Highlands, ranging
from our teenage years to our now

senior years. Over time we have
seen Highlands change from a
quaint town where the restaurants
and shops would close down for
the winter right after New Year,
into a year-round community.

I currently serve on the Board
of a local Highlands POA as well
as one in Tennessee. where my
other home is located. I have con-
cern for what I see happening. The
discussion and confrontation rela-
tive to the “Short-term Rentals”
(STR) is not good for Highlands.

Looking at the “bigger pic-
ture,” 1 really feel the Highlands’
problem is larger or more than
just the STRs. Unless something
changes, the town will be enforc-
ing STR restrictions in the R-1
Zoning areas — that is, restrict-
ing STR activity in areas that are
currently zoned R-1. I am in full
agreement with the Town enforc-
ing its laws and Ordinances that it
has on its books.

During the short time I have
lived here, I have seen several in-
stances of what I consider “un-
equal or non-enforcement” of
ordinances or regulations by the
town. I want to encourage the
town to be consistent actoss the
board in its enforcement processes
for all Ordinances.

How is the town “fully enforc-
ing” the new Garbage Ordinance?
They do get feedback from town
employees collecting the garbage.
The town may also be depending
upon property owners to report

their neighbors? While that actu-
ally may work, my concern is pit-
ting neighbors against neighbors
is not the best solution.

The “bear-resistant con-
tainer” issue is settled. They are
required. One housekeeping is-
sue that is being ignored in the
ordinance is where it states “All
receptacles shall be removed
from their positions adjacent to
the street or sidewalk after the
contents have been emptied on
that same day.”’

It makes for an ugly town or
neighborhood when trash cans
are left lying alongside the streets
for days on end.

Secondly, the town removed
the “Community Dumpster” lo-
cated near the pool. The dump-
ster was a value/plus for many of
Highlands’s residents.

I use the example where a
part-time owner leaving Town on
a Sunday or Monday could eas-
ily conform to all the household
garbage rules but would not be
here to “remove their container
from the street” after a Tuesday
pick up. The town convenience
dumpster provided them a viable
solution.

Removal of this dumpster
has made it very inconvenient as
the Macon County sites are more
remote. I personally would like to
see the dumpster back.

My second topic was about
town roads. Our main subdivi-

o See LETTERS page 17



..LETTERS continued from page 16

sion road incorporates a mixture of both
“public and private” designated roads. The
lower portion of the road is designated as
“public” while the upper section of this
same road is designated as “private.”

The town was asked to take over the
upper road in 2017 but declined because
they stated the road was not up to town
standards. I'm not going to argue that.

First, from what T understand, a ma-
jority of this private “substandard road sec-
tion” in our subdivision was actually paved
by the town when the sewer lines were in-
stalled under the subdivision streets.

The question was, if the town spent
that much money to repave it then, why was
it not paved to the “required standards” at
that time and dedicated as a “Public Road?”

Next, I questioned the “equality in
application of Town Ordinances.” Across
town last year, there was another road “ac-
cepted/dedicated” by the town. Looking
at the information submitted in the town
meeting minutes, this road definitely did
not meet town standards. I do not believe
it was paved, and the plat drawings showed
it did not have the required 40’ right-of-way
as spelled out in the ordinance. My ques-
tion again, how was this road accepted and
our request not? I was only asking for equal
treatment.

Then I moved my discussion into the
zoning enforcement area. There is a house
in our neighborhood that I believe is un-
der foreclosure. There seems to be an is-
sue with “encroachment by the house into

the 10’ Building Setback from the property

line.” That is, the house is actually built less
than 10’ from the property line (Section 8.2
Residential Development). This has to have
been a known issue for many years. There
looks to have never been any enforcement
action or variance for this violation. I do be-
lieve that it still is in violation. Does the town
just continue to ignore it?

And finally, 1 talked about the Short-
Term Rental (STR) discussions currently
underway.

My subdivision is zoned R-1, Single
Family Residential. Approximately 20% of
the homes are currently STR properties.
Many have absentee landlords. They seem to
be managed very well. That is, most owners
fully respect others and the neighborhood
covenants with the exception of several out-
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standing garbage container issues.

Several other homes are considered
long-term rentals. Of these, it is suspected
some of them are divided for multi-family
(duplex or triplex) employee occupancy,
with like two or three family units living in
the same house. My concern here is the sub-
division, which in today’s market has mod-
erately priced houses, could easily turn into
a neighborhood of STRs, similar to “Bed &
Breakfasts” ot into multi-family and/or em-
ployee housing units.

Like many of the comments I have
heard provided by others secking the R-1
zoning enforcement, I thought I had pur-
chased in a single-family residential neigh-
botrhood.

John Richardson
Highlands and Tennessee

IP2JegA

Shakespeare & Company

(Oak & 5th streets next to Founders Park)

New & Used Books

Nature Guides, Fiction and Regional History

Open Monday to Saturday

‘5‘5“ www.shakespeareandcompany.com

FREE Upcoming Event (refreshments served)
Sat.., Nov. 6 author Angie Jenkins will sign copies of her new book: Memories of
Highlands’ Early Years from 2 to 4 p.m.The 205 page book includes stories and photos
about growing up in Highlands from the early 1900s.

InVillage Square

Specialites:

828-526-3777
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Highlands Performing Arts Center
Tickets available online: www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com

of

Bl W' London

Follies

by Stephen Sondheim
Saturday, November 6

1pm

507 Chestnut Street

PRE-ORDER
Your Turkey by
Nov. I5 &
Receive 15% OFF!

Mary’s Free-Range &
Organic Turkeys
Juicy, Plump & Delicious!
Raised Fresh by the
Pitman Family since 1954

* 4x the Living Area Than
Commercial “free-range” Turkeys
* Only Fed a High Quality
Vegetarian-Based
High Protein Diet
* NEVER Fed Animal
By-products OR
Given any Antibiotics
* No Preservatives, Additives or
Hormones
* Always Gluten-free

PRE-ORDER TODAY!
828-526-5999

or email your order to
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat. ¢ 10a to 5p
On the corner of Foreman road
and the Cashiers Road

%\MWhOIe
‘éﬁjf Life
“"Market

Matural Products Store
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We are bound together in
community

For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she
out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
(Mark 12:44)

By Pastor Angie Ballard
Holy Family Lutheran Church

or years on Halloween, our family has had a number of
Ftrick—or—treaters. And each year we try to buy the “good

candy” to hand out, primarily chocolate. If I am to be
honest, I will admit I have a few types of candy that I am
particularly fond of, which I tend to put at the bottom of the
bowls, in the hope that perhaps a few pieces will be spared after
Halloween. Sure enough, my plan is usually successfully, and
after we close the doors, extinguish the jack-o-lantern, and turn
out the lights, I reach into the bottom of the bowl and collect
my stash which I hide somewhere in the kitchen. At times I
feel a bit guilty about this, knowing that I have purchased the
treats under false pretenses only to keep them for myself. But
itis only once a year, right? It’s not as if I do this all of the time
or in other areas of my life; or is it?

Did you know that charitable giving as a percentage of
income decreases as wealth increases? What does it say about
our society that over the last half century as individual wealth
has increased, personal giving has decreased? Maybe now is
a good time to re-evaluate our perceptions of stewardship.
Whether it is to the church or some other cause, when we think
of stewardship as primarily about giving money, then we could
be missing the point about what it is that God desires for us,
which is to be stewards of all that we have and are.

We are not individuals cut off from the rest of the world,
but rather, we are part of a community, a group of people
gathered and bound together by mutual need and caring;

Over the past 18 months we have all heard the idiom
“We’re all in this together” in regards to the COVID 19 pan-
demic. While the phrase is meant to convey a message of com-
munal accord and unity, I believe its efficacy falls short for
most of the wotld. In fact, we need to look no further than
the skyrocketing costs of health care, insurance premiums,
and pharmaceuticals for validation of an us-them mentality.
Combine the aforementioned economic gap with the ongo-
ing politicization of mask wearing, vaccine requirements and a
backlogged supply chain and we can see how easy it is to give
in to our uncertainties and cultural messages of scarcity only
to focus on looking out for number one. It can seem quite
overwhelming and downright depressing, can’t it? So, what are
we to do? What is the Good News?

As children of God, we have been given gifts of commu-
nity and fellowship as we are called to care for one another in
our households, communities, and congregations. As followers
of the Risen Christ, we are commanded to love one another
as we are blessed with various abilities and assets and drawn
together to care for one other and the world. One opportu-
nity to do just that is the Highlands Community Thanksgiving
scheduled for Tuesday, November 23rd at Highlands Rec Park.
Although we will not be able to physically dine together due to
COVID, meals will be available for pick-up and delivery and
volunteers are needed to pack meals, hand out meals, deliver
meals, direct traffic, and clean up. This is the perfect opportu-
nity to do God’s work together by caring for one another. And
in doing so, perhaps we will experience again and anew God’s
blessing of us in and through the family of faith. Clearly, I'm
going to need to rethink my candy strategy next year; and my
stewardship as well.

Proverbs 3:5

e PLacEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship
Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E, Cashiers, NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School; 10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf  743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins

Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School;Worship Service 10:45am;

10:45am Children’s Program,Youth-12:15 — 2:30pm Tues:
Women'’s Bible Study |0am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-8152
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services in the Chapel:

Rite |, 8a; with choir, 9:30a; with choir, | la.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastors 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-31+ 75 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: [0 a.m;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m., Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. * Glenville, NC « 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a,Worship | la & 7p, Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 « |65 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.;Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM [st and 2nd Sundays

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas, Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev.Angie Ballard * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312
Services 2x/month May-Sept.; Ix/month Cct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Wed. noon (Latin), Thurs. noon, Fri. 9a; Sat. 4p; Sun.,
Ila
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship =1 am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin), Thurs. 9a,; Fri., noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun.
9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite |, 8a, Rite I,9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m.
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am,Worship Service:| | am




_*Police & FIRE REPORTS®

Highlands Police entries from
Oct. 21. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or public officials
have been used.

Oct. 21"

* At 8:56 a.m,, officers responded
to a one-vehicle accident on US 64
west and 2nd Street.

Oct. 26

* At 8 a.m,, officers responded to
a two-vehicle accident on US 64 east
at Pinecrest Road.

* At I:1| p.m,, officers responded
to a two-vehicle accident in Highlands
Plaza.

* At I:57 p.m,, responded to a call
of a breaking & entering at a residence
on Leonard Road.

Oct. 27

At 4:30 p.m., officers responded
to a two-vehicle accident on US 64
west at 3rd Street.

At 5:08 p.m.,, officers responded
to a call of damage to property at
Mountain Fresh Grocery where a
door valued at $200 was damaged.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Oct. 26.

Oct. 26

* At 1:07 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on the
Franklin Road.

THE TOWMN OF Q

HIGHLANDS

The Town of Highlands Zoning
Board of Adjustment currently has
three vacancies. The Zoning Board of
Adjustment membership consists of five
members and two alternates. A minimum
of five members must reside within
the corporate limits and two members
may reside outside the corporate limits
in Highlands Township and must own
property or a business within the corporate
limits.

Applications can be submitted in
person at Town Hall at 210 N. 4" Street
ot by email to the Town Clerk - gibby.
shaheen@highlandsnc.otg, The application
can be found online at wwwhighlandsnc.org
under Boards and Committees Vacancies.

* At 9:22 p.m., the dept. responded
to a call of a possible chimney fire at a
residence on Pinecrest Road.

Oct. 28

* At 12:27 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on
Lost Trail.

* At 12:33 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders tot a location on N. 4th
Street.

* At 1:21 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on the
Dillard Road.

Oct. 29

* At 7:51 a.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on
Clear Creek Road.

* At 7:52 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on the Dil-
lard Road.

* At 8:05 a.m.,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on the
Cashiers Road.

* At 8:24 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to at residence on Hickory
Knut Gap Road.

Oct. 31

*At7:11 a.m.and again at 4:18 p.m,,
the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Hickory Knut Gap Road.

* At 11:10 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on
Cullasaja Club Drive.
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e Biz/ORrc NEWS ®

Allen Tate Names Ryan Bears as
Highlands/Cashiers Sales Manager

Allen Tate Companies
(wwwallentate.com),  the
Carolinas’ leading real estate
company, has named Ryan
Beats as sales manager/
broker for the company’s
Highlands-Downtown and
Wildcat Cliffs/Cashiers
Road offices.

In his new role, Bears
will play a key role in the
development of the high-
petforming brokers affili-
ated with the firm, as well
as attract quality new talent.
His high-tech approach to
the industry will position
him perfectly to train agents on a wide vari-
ety of tools that were introduced during the
merger of Pat Allen Realty Group and Allen
Tate Realtors® in August.

An accomplished real estate profes-
sional, Bears has worked as Realtor with Pat
Allen Realty Group/Allen Tate since 2018.
In his leadership role, he will continue to list
and sell residential and commercial proper-
ties as a Broker/Realtor.

Prior to his real estate career, Beats
worked in finance and as sales manager for
a large contracting company. He earned a
bachelot’s degree in communications/pub-

lic relations from Newber-
ry College, where he was
a member and officer of
Kappa Alpha Order.

He is a supporter of
the Muscular Dystrophy
Association, serves as a
member of the High-
lands ABC Board and has
coached the Highlands
Middle School basketball
team for four years.

“Ryan is an individual
with high integrity and high
energy. He is passionate,
kind, humble, and always
willing to help. We are hon-
ored to welcome him to the Allen Tate
leadership team,” said Mark Bardo, regional
vice president, Upstate SC and Highlands/
Cashiers regions.

A native of Florida, Bears moved to
Highlands in 2004 where he attended and
graduated high school, and then returned
to the community in 2015. Bears makes his
home in Highlands with his wife Maci and
daughter Ansley. He enjoys family time,
college football, golf and travel.

To contact an Allen Tate agent in the
Highlands/Downtown office, call 828-526-
8784.

PbinDoutins

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Yard Art
Open for outside pickup &
delivery

(828) 526 4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning
Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
“Falls on Main” Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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é * Residential HomM

I * Quality Work
* Free Estimates

¢ Insured
Give us a Ring! @ (828) 371-1702

www.HomeMaidCleaningServiceNC.com
=

ne Service
‘Quality Tree Care & Removal
£ 18+ years .

/828-200-9217 « fully insuredy

I

= Mt ey S ¥
~estimates@men: tree.cH
Wm?m*dé?m: 1

-~ We.aceept all credit c;m v

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Rachel|BiKelley\BMEHNP-BC
’ARNPEIBoard(Certified

P

—
o

.hl-
L
'.
Y

+/Mental Health

Psychiatric
Positive Wellness

|5l CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.

e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
e Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services™.

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™, Member FINRA, SIPC.

The Highlands Barbershop

446 Oak Street
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.
I ERG R )

(828) 482-93- 74
(772) 532-0706

STEVE CONNOR
DRAFTING, INC.

CAD Architectural Drafting + Design

Renovations
Additions

Kitchen remodel
Bath remodel
Electrical layout
Whole house plans

Steve Connor

828-342-2884
SCDraftingl@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove
Cottages

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

A of Whiteside
— Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

MORALES

PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE « QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available . mrame

¢ Secure 24-Hour Access !
*Easy in - Easy out

¢ Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”
828-482-1045

10890 Buck Creek Rd.
1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd. neat the hospital.

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

* Grading
 Excavating
¢ Driveways
* Build sites
¢ Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERHATIONAL REALTY

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M. Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Bt Al

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERHATIONAL REALTY

CASSIE ROSS

Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

AID:Altitude Interior Design

Award winning designer, 30+ years. Local resident
18 years. Space planning, custom casework,
window treatments, flooring, furniture, lighting,
autocad drafting.

“Let Altitude Enhance Your Attitude.”
Distinctive, bespoke and creative design solutions
for residential and commercial interiors.
Call me.

Initial consult is free.
land: 828-743-0054 cell: 56 1-847-6 144

Highlands Automotive
Service 7= NC
£ - Inspection
& ey Ll Station

Repair

=

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

ESTATE SALE

AT 1121 WILSON ROAD, Highlands. Nov.
5-7.10a to 2p. Furniture, linens and tools.

FAMILY CONSOLIDATION of inventory
from antique booths, personal & household items, fur-
niture and great stuffl 2 DAYS ONLY - Sat. |11/6 &
Sun. 11/7,8 am - 2 pm.236 HEMLOCK WOODS DR,
HIGHLANDS, WILDWOOD MTN. SUBDIVISION.
Look for the signs, see you there!

FOR SALE

RUSTIC DINING ROOM TABLE - six cane
seat chairs, 7.5 feet long. Seats 10. $3,000. Call 256-
683-5885. (st. 9/2)

WANTED

COMIC BOOKS — Buy / Sell. Call Bob @ 302-
530-1109 (9/30))

HELP WANTED

Silver, Creek

REAL ESTATE GROUP

SILVER CREEK IS HIRING —Top real estate
firm continues to expand and is searching for qualified,
energetic candidates to fill three full-time positions in
our Cashiers office. Available positions include: Front
Desk/Office Administrator; Content Writer; Videog-
rapher; Photographer. For more information, please
email inffo@ncliving.com. (st. 6/17)

FULL TIME LIFE GUARD - The Town of
Highlands has a full time life guard position open.This
position will work directly with the Pool Director
making sure that the pool is running smoothly. They
will also be responsible for supervising the part time

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

CBD HEALS

* 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
*1 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

* CBD cream and balm

Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule

Whole Body Vibration
5 Cottage Row ¢ U.S. 64 East

life guards.They will need to be able to show leader-
ship and ensure the safety of the patrons at the High-
lands Recreation Pool by preventing and responding
to emergencies. This job will start at $15/hr. with full
benefits, including health and dental insurance, along
with retirement. Qualifications required are current
certification in Life Guard Training, CPR and First Aid.
They must also be able to demonstrate knowledge
of rescue techniques, procedures, and equipment.
Apply at www.highlandsnc.org or stop by Town Hall
to get an applications. Any questions please call Emi-
lie Nickerson at 828-526-2118 or email at emilie.
nickerson@highlandsnc.org. Town of Highlands is an
equal opportunity employer.

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE hir-
ing a LEAD BARTENDER. Looking for a bartender
who is passionate about hospitality and all things
beverage. Someone who loves to take ownership of
their role, has a strong work ethic and wants to grow
with a company that is doing great things in Highlands.
Competitive pay, flexible schedule and great environ-
ment.Applicants please email trg@bhighlandermoun-
tainhouse.com (st. 10/14)

THE HIGHLANDS RECREATION DE-
PARTMENT is looking for an Ice Skating Rink At-
tendant and life guards.The Ice Skating Rink Attendant
is responsible for opening and closing the ice rink and
providing good customer service. Life Guard training
will be provided for anyone |5 or older.Flexible hours
available, may include after school and weekends. Ap-
plication packets will be available at the Highlands Rec
Center, the Highlands Pool or online at http://high-
landsnc.org. The Town of Highlands is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. Retirees welcomed! (9/16-10/7)

THE ROOSEVELT TAVERN - A new up-
scale casual establishment in Cashiers, NC. NOW
HIRING ALL RESTAURANT POSITIONS. Including
Chef, General Manager, Servers, Server Assistants &
Line Cooks. Great pay, flexible hours, relaxed work
environment for people who can work independently.
Established company with great history and following
in the area. 18 Chestnut Square, Cashiers. 828 482-
8743. Routeb4restaurants@gmail.com. (st. 9/2)

o See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Business Card Ads
$20 per week BW
$25 per week Color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words
20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block
$5 for color graphic
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HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN
HOUSE NOW HIRING - Wiait-
staff, cooks, bartenders, full and part-
time, flexible. Competitive wages. Email
info@highlandermountainhouse.com
or call 828-526-2590. (st. 8/19)

LIBERTY LOVING EMPLOY-

EES WANTED! If you love freedom,
customer service, having fun and are a
positive, happy individual, we want to
interview you! Looking for | - 2 retail
customer service team members in
Highlands. Positions include traditional
retail duties and being awesome with
the public - young to old..
Also looking for one full-time bartend-
er in Highlands, so experience is pre-
ferred. Willing to train the right person
to be the personality of the establish-
ment. Characters welcome, charisma
required, boring is unacceptable. All
positions require honesty, dependabil-
ity and a service oriented personal-
ity. Must be presentable and drug-free,
with a clean criminal record. Attitude is
a little thing that makes a big difference.
~ Winston Churchill. Email us at liber-
tynlibations@gmail.com.

GRILL & SAUTE COOK/EX-
PERIENCED positions open at Caffe
Rel. 4 days a week to include lunch and
dinner shift. Great pay per experience.
Call Rebecca Long at 828-507-1487 and
leave a message. Need ASAP. (st. 8/26)

HOSPITALITY MINDSET:
Highlands Country Club is looking for
a few individuals for food service, bar-
tending and housekeeping, who have a
heart for service, want to be respected
as professionals and know how to earn
to your ability. Competitive pay, tips
for F & B staff, uniform provided, and
meals per shift provided to all. Golf-
ing privileges are available. Wonderful,
busy working atmosphere. Appreciative
management to work with each person.
Go to www.highlandscountryclub.com,
select the Career tab at the top of the
tool bar to fill out an application. Or, call
828-787-2782 and leave a message for
Greg. See the Club’s reviews on Indeed.
(st. 6/24)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted
Living Facility looking for Med Aides,
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff.
You may apply in person at 24 Club-
house Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.

com or lindabtiff@aol.com_

JOIN OUR TEAM! Whole Life
Market is now hiring for full/part time
positions.Are you a fun, healthy minded
individual looking for a positive work
environment? We are an organic health
food store/ juice bar. Experience is not
necessary but any grocery store, barista
skills are a plus. Competitive pay! Ap-
ply at Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th. St,
Highlands.

FULL & PART TIME RETAIL
SALES ASSOCIATES WANTED.
Contact Potpourri at 828-200-0044 to
schedule an interview. Eyewear experi-
ence is a plus. (st. 5/13)

EXPERIENCED RETAIL
MANAGER NEEDED - Submit re-
sume to: potpourriHighlands@yahoo.
com. Good bonus and benefits. (st. 9/9)

DO YOU LIKE TO CLEAN
AND ORGANIZE? Private club seek-
ing a few energetic individuals with a
happy state of mind to join our staff
in the housekeeping department. Early
hours, routine schedule, competitive pay,
benefits, one daily meal provided, and
uniforms provided. If you are interested,
please contact us at Highlands Country
Club at 828-526-2181. (st. 5/13)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA
HIGHLANDS NC- 2nd Shift Engi-
neer, Warehouse Supervisor, Sales &
Catering Asst, Housing Manager, Gar-
dener Asst, Estate Concierge, Mem-
bership & Activities Coordinator, Asst
F&B Mgr, Banquet Server, Host, Server,
Busser, Bartender, Sous Chef, Cook,
Asst Pastry Chef, Dishwasher, Reserva-
tions Specialist, Front Desk Supervisor,
Front Desk Agent, Bellman, Night Audit,
Housekeeping, Laundry, Cosmetologist,
Spa Attendant, Massage Therapist, Spin
Instructor, Graphic Designer, Banquet
Supervisor

WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT Looking for full-time host-
ess (great pay) dishwasher, prep cook,
pantry and waitstaff. PM shift only.
Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email
wom2@me.com. (st. 2/4)

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER
NEEDED FOR LIVE IN POSI-
TION. - Prefer a local couple/individual
to entertain and maintain facility while
enjoying living in an exceptional facil-
ity. Strong people/communication skills
needed. Must be flexible and have im-
peccable references and experience in

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

hospitality/facility maintenance. Back-
ground/knowledge in wine and bar bev-
erages a plus. Interest/knowledge in hik-
ing/construction and outdoors is good
also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st.
2/11)

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY
REEVES FURNITURE STORE IN
HIGHLANDS is looking for full and
part time positions in sales and ware-
house & delivery personnel. Must be
professional appearing, friendly, self-
motivated, and enthusiastic. Previous
sales and/or customer service experi-
ence preferred. Competitive starting
pay. Generous benefits for full-time po-
sitions. Apply in person at The Summer
House, 2089 Dillard Road in Highlands.
(st. 5/20)

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

FURNISHED HOUSE FOR
RENT two miles from downtown on
Dillard Rd. | BR, IBA, AC, gas heat,
full laundry, deck, upper level parking,
no smoking. No pets. 1350 per month.
Annual lease. Call or text 828-342-
4819(st. 10/21)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

THIS HOME IS READY FOR
YOUR CREATIVE FLAIR. 2 level
fixer upper is in Highlands city limits,
zone R2, perfect for a personal getaway
or vacation rental. 2BR/IBA upper.
Lower level bonus space with bath
and laundry facilities. $325,000 as is, or
owner will finish and sell at $399,000.
Call Jimmy at 828-200-0094.(st. 10/28)

NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big
garage on 3.14 acres land , water, sewage,
WI-Fi,AC, private paved road, mountain
view. (st. 10/7)

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY
FOR SALE! Imagine getting one of the
best panoramic views in Highlands, 10
acres of land backing up to the national
forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft main house
with an available 2 bedroom guest house
and a putting green and horseshoe pit for
$990,000! Better hurry before my wife
changes her mind.Please text or ring Paul
at 678-516-8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES

STOP PAYING AGENCY
PRICES - Call me! Private, Personal
and Professional caregiver, companion
or sitter.| am available to work with each
clients needs, days and hours. 828-507-
1692. (st. 9/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED
ORANYTHING HAULED AWAY?
| can do it. Call or text James of Going
Gone at 828-421-2655. (st. 9/16)

HOME MAID CLEANING
SERVICE LLC: — Quality work, ex-
perienced & insured. For a free estimate
call, (828) 371-1702. Check out our
website at, www.homemaidcleaningser-
vicenc.com. (9/2)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - Inte-
rior & Exterior painting, sheetrock repair,
wallpaper removal,log homes, decks. In-
sured/free estimates. Call 828-524-1391
or 828-332-0525 (11/4)

CAREGIVER SERVICES - Expe-
rienced. Caring, Compassionate, Trust-
worthy, and Punctual. Available to assist
with your needs: Medicine management,
prepare meals, doctor appointments,
errands, and light housekeeping. | have
experience with different levels of De-
mentia, fall risks, first aid | like animals,
and long walks if that’s what you want
to do. | am flexible with days, and hours
to meet your needs. Let’s talk,and see if
we are a good fit. Thank you, and | look
forward to hearing from you, Cathy 727
215-4195. (st. 9/9)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN
— Can fix anything inside or out. car-
pentry, interior and exterior painting,
pressure washing, lawn care, hauling.
Will also monitor house during winter.
Free Estimates. References. Call Tony.
828-200-5770 or 828-526-5984. (8/5)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. Stop
paying agency prices and call me. Frank-
lin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly &
Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Woays/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience.
Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & In-
sured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone
Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-
526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (10/28

GUTTER CLEANING, MET-
AL ROOF & FABRICATON roof
repairs, chimney flashing, debris re-
moval, pressure washing. Call 371-1103.
(st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.
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Highlands is calling
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ATIOMAL REALTY

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

£28:526-3717 wwwighiandsscalingcom | [ An drea Gabbard

|nfo@h|ghland5|scalllng com

A c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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' Highlands Sotheby's

PROFPERTIES
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY ’ b Performing Arts Center
- | International Realty

ELEVATED e o rvioes
! | Meadows Mountain Realty - T e : il
Mltilorj.a; |e ;sg’; |B{3? er \ o Tl *More than $260 Million
| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com in sales for 2020, far
meadowsmountainrealty.com
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

Highlands
Sotheby’s

Reebes . Eo
; . ¢ e INTERNATIONAL REALTY
; 114 N. 4th Street

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

H
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CLIF ECI-T'I":'JP.LS
303.BE7_7479
CLIFEPHPELEVATED.COM

IT'S GOOD
TO BE HOME

Hardware |t -
\ ' ; / Highlands, NC

g Highlands & PAM NELLIS

Highlands | Sotheby’s e Re
INTERNATIONAL REALTY AT EMARTS CLIR CELL: B28-787-1895
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC Merritt Shaw PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM
“‘Local Expertise. Global Connections.” 828) 421-7593
? o 5K LANDMARK
Licensed in NC and GA
Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 List with me! Get it SOLD! T (T S
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com 223 MAIN STREET - 528.326.4663




Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
~ 828.526.8784

.., Julie Osborn

8 Brokerin Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar Cliffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.4525

BxfAiL

.I.iwﬁii};r Bl

patallenrealtygroup.com

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!

#1 in the Carolinas

Stronger together!
g g Source HCMLS &
RealTrends
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REALTY T

MIGHLANDS OFFICE

A native of Saratoga, New York,
Andrea has delighted in the
warm personalities and warm
weather of the South. With over
20 years in real estate, she has a
passion for helping buyers see a
home’s full potential and an
unwavering commitment to
customer service. She provides a
consultative approach in
assisting clients through each

Andrea Gabbard

DAVID

! BOCK

'g BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Broker
c. (828) 200.6742

step of the buying and selling
process. Andrea is keenly aware
of the influence and the
marketing reach of the Sotheby’s
International Realty brand; she
leverages the Sotheby’s network,
targets home buyers, and
generates results!

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

BRIAN RENFRO
EROKER-REALTOR

CELL: B28-226-0118
BRIANRENFROEGMAIL.COM

5 LANDMARK

T MATN STREET » §20-414. 4483

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. « 526-4035
Open
11a-4p &
5:30-til?
Closed
Sunday &
Wed. PM

www.wildthymegourmet.com

w WOLTGANG'S
( RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO
Taste the difference. Always fresh.

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for
reservations

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

A
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125 S 4TH STREET | HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 | WHITEOAKRG.COM | 828.782.0472

Restaurant
“We must find time to stop 828_526_2338
and thank the people who make

a difference in our lives.”

OPEN

- John F. Kenned,
g 7 days a week

on the Verandah

@on Lake Sequoyah |

40 Years of Fine Dining

for Dinner from 5:30

www.ontheverandah.com

THANK YOU

MCULL

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

on Main Street @




