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Highlands Town Board 
candidates line up for 
final Q&A question

•See WHLC  page 10

This is the last week in our 
five-week Candidate Q&A. Each 
candidate was asked the same 
question.

There are two candidates 
running for the mayoral seat – 
incumbent Mayor Pat Taylor and 
Commissioner Marc Hehn.

Community kids turned out for a pumpkin carving party at The Secret Garden Cafe & Market in the Village 
Square Sunday night.  The town’s annual trick or treat on Main Street is 6-8 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31.
           – Photo by Brenda Lopez

Carving out time for Halloween festivities

There are six candidates run-
ning for the two open seats on 
the Town Board – Incumbent 
Amy Patterson, Pat Allen, Mary 
Bynum, Thomas Craig, Nick Mc-
Call, and Eric Pierson.

This week, the candidates’ 

Masks now optional in town and at school

Lawsuit against town halted with ‘stay’

It’s official: Hotwire Communications 
will manage Highlands’ fiber highway

At the October Town Board 
meeting, commissioners voted 
unanimously to accept Hotwire 
Communication’s contract as the 
closed system provider on the 

town’s broadband highway known 
as Highlands Smart Cities Net-
work.

It’s taken seven years from 
inception to completion which in-

cluded building the infrastructure 
highway, picking a provider and 
finalizing the contract.

“It has been a long and major 

WHLC thwarts Verizon’s 
attempt to upgrade service

WHLC’s 10-year lease expired in 2019; 
Lease payments are in arrears

Over the last few years, the 
town has spent $8,000 to expand 
the Big Bear Pen tower 20 feet so 
Verizon can upgrade its service in 
Highlands.

However, since July, accord-
ing to Verizon contractors their 
attempts to install their equip-
ment on the tower have been 
thwarted by Chuck Cooper own-
er of  WHLC.

“This is an issue that needs 
to be resolved,” said Mayor Pat 
Taylor. “People want reliable 
cell phone service here and we 
worked very, very hard to get 
Verizon to put a lot of  expensive 
equipment up there to improve 
cell phone coverage.”

At the August 19 Town 
Board meeting, Cooper said Ve-

After being served with a 
lawsuit by Save Highlands re-
garding the town’s Aug. 24 deci-
sion to ban Short-term Rentals 
in R1 on Jan. 3, 2022, the com-

Coward suggests grandfather status for vested STRs
missioners agreed to enter into a 
“stay of  proceedings” as suggest-
ed by Town Attorney Jay Coward.

A “stay of  proceedings” is a 
ruling by a court to stop or sus-

pend a proceeding or trial tempo-
rarily or indefinitely. A court may 
later lift the stay and continue the 
proceeding.
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We now have an ap-
proved contract 
with Hotwire 

Communications to lease 
dark fiber on the Highlands 
Fiber System. The town will 
be paid $425,000 a year for 
the 25-year duration of  the 
lease. The total income will 
be 10.2 million dollars for the 
town. We will have spent 4.6 
million in building the fiber 
system. With Hotwire’s first 
payment, the town will be tak-
ing in more from the lease than it is paying 
out for the construction loan. The loan will 
be paid off  in about 12 years.

So, what does this all mean? I have 
been getting numerous questions.

First, Hotwire will also invest several 
million dollars in extending the fiber net-
work to about 18% of  the residents in town 
that have underground utilities. Hotwire will 
install underground conduit which is not an 
inexpensive process.

Second, Hotwire as part of  the contract 
with the town has bought Altitude Broad-
band. The town had been operating this 
small service to residents for a number of  

years. With the sale of  Altitude to 
Hotwire, the Town of  Highlands 
is now out of  the broadband busi-
ness. We will retain a bundle of  fi-
bers in the network to manage our 
utilities and electric system. 

Third, Hotwire in the com-
ing weeks will open an office in 
Highlands and begin operations. 
It will take them several months 
to activate the network and sign 
up customers. Folks interested in 
becoming a Hotwire Customer 
should not call the town to sign 

up. I repeat, the town will not be managing 
Hotwire customer accounts. Look for Hot-
wire advertising in the newspaper and radio 
to learn how to access their services. Hotwire 
will offer an array of  packages starting with 
basic broad band and also offering many op-
tions for TV, telephone and home manage-
ment systems. But, if  someone is happy with 
their current provider, by all means continue 
with them. Like any communications pro-
vider, Hotwire will be competing in the open 
market place.

Finally, if  you are a current Altitude 
Broad Band customer, that service will now 
be operated by Hotwire. The service will 
continue without any changes in the com-
ing weeks. When Hotwire begins operations 
in Highlands, Altitude customers will have a 
seamless option to continue with Hotwire, 
or they can change to a provider of  their 
choice.

After seven years of  working to build 
this world class system, the Town Board and 
town staff  are delighted to have a private 
provider operating the network. I believe it 
is a strategic event in the life and future of  
Highlands. While many communities still 
struggle with the broad band issue, High-
lands is now a fiber optic community. The 
possibilities for residents and businesses are 
transformative.

I hope that young professionals who 
are now transitioning in the post pandemic 
world to telecommuting and working from 
home will come to live and work in High-
lands. We need a diverse economy that is not 
just built on tourism. The new fiber optic 
system might just be a game changer for our 
town.

The deal is finalized with Hotwire
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Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a spa and wellness center, heated mineral pool, community farm 

and garden, entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and a 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Call for a tour today 828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com



•HigHlanDs Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

DINNER ONLY

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and Outside

7 days
Lunch: 11a-4p 

Dinner: 5:30p - until
(Closed Sunday and 
Wednesday night)
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

OPEN
for Dinner 
from 5:30
7 nights a 

week

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
www.wolfgangs.net

Celebrating 27 years
TUES-SAT 

DINNER STARTS 
@S:30PM 

 

---
�2990 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT. INFO 

Mon-Sun. 4:30-10p
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cul to order 
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners 

Fresh produce, specially foods and wine Homemade 
deli salads, sandwiches and salads Homemade pies, 

cakes, cookies and so much more!! 
Open Wednesday-Friday 9:30-5:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Preparing all of the good thngs the other days. 

493 Dillard Road 
828-526-2762 



• See OBITUARIES page 18

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Every Evening 

Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

B re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a yB re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a y
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square •• 137 Main St. Highlands
828-482-7020828-482-7020

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection and 

Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 
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The Secret Garden isn’t a Secret anymore!
It is located in The Village Square behind 

K-H Founders Park. 
Offering hot and cold sandwiches, green salads, 

pasta salads, bakery items, “SECRET” daily specials 
and chillers filled with specialty charcuterie items 

sourced from small batch vendors in 
North Carolina.

The best part? The Secret Garden is open past 5pm, 
open on Sundays AND 

all of the food is freshly made and ready for pick up.

Modern Fast Food
& 

Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands

Join us for a French Wine Dinner 
with Chef Chris Dupont Oct. 15. 

Reservations Required.

•obituaries•
Roger William “Bill” Hicks, Sr. passed away peacefully 

at his home on October 17, 2021. Born in Macon County to 
the late John Raymond and Olive “Ollie” Calloway Hicks. 
He was also preceded in death by his first wife, Geraldine, 
son Roger William Hicks Jr., and infant sisters Mary and 
Bennie Hicks.

Bill was a master trim carpenter who loved fishing, 
working in his garden and cutting wood. Bill was a Mason 
with the Blue Ridge Lodge #435 for over 50 years. Bill also 
loved mission work and was a member of  Windy Gap Bap-
tist Church.

Surviving Mr. Hicks are his wife of  17 years Joan Keen-
er Hicks, of  Franklin, daughter Beverly Kemnitzer (Uve) of  
Williamston, SC; brother Thomas Hicks (Irene) of  Crystal 
River, FL.; Stepchildren; Marlan Keener of  Franklin, and 
Cheryl Anne Keener (Jason Santangelo) of  Otto. Also sur-
viving are four grandsons: Tyler Hicks, Till Kemnitzer, Jack-

Roger William ‘Bill’ Hicks Sr.
son Caldwell, and Riley Caldwell.

Funeral services were at 2 pm, Thursday, October 21, 
2021 at Windy Gap Baptist Church. The Rev. Mark Bishop, 
Rev. Brian Browning and the Rev. Carson Gibson offici-
ated. Burial was at Buck Creek Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Highlands NC.

Pallbearers were Charles Tritt, Gary Holland, Mark 
Holland, Jimmy Hall, Devin Hicks, and Ben West. Hon-
orary Pallbearers will be Terry Tritt, Algie Bolick, Tommy 
Hicks Jr. and Bobby Watts. Masonic Rites were given by 
Blue Ridge Lodge #435.

In lieu of  flowers memorials can be made to Buck 
Creek Baptist Church Cemetery Fund in care of  Algie Bol-
ick at 3659 Buck Creek Rd. Highlands, NC 28741

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuner-
alhome.com Macon Funeral Home handled the arrange-
ments.



• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

“The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia”
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•See Q&A page 22

Need Help! The Highlands Emergency Council is now accepting 
applications for Fuel Assistance and Christmas Angels. Please apply 
in person at the Highlands Emergency Council located at 71 Poplar 
Street (next to Wilson Gas)

Christmas sponsors are needed to help those in need. If you 
would like to sponsor a family for Christmas please call the High-
lands Emergency Council at 828-526-2635.

The Highlands Emergency 
Council is here to help

...Q&A continued from page 1

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

answers will be displayed in alphabetical or-
der. 

Final question:
Should the town increase the minimum wage 

paid to town employees to $15 per hour? Please ex-
plain your answer.

Pat Allen
Yes, we should increase the minimum 

wage here. Everything in Highlands costs 
more than other areas. Now with inflation 
the cost of  living is up tremendously. Gas 
alone for those making minimum wage is 
cost prohibitive. Employers in Highlands 
need help and I’m sure they understand. Ev-
eryone is affected by this and all prices, in-
cluding food, necessities, and rent are going 
up. Minimum wage needs to also. 

Mary Bynum
No. In general when you artificially el-

evate wages, businesses have to trim staff  
to maintain and preserve any existing gross 
profit. And ultimately the most vulnerable 
will suffer because of  less opportunity.

Currently in Highlands there is a short-
age of  workforce which is pushing wages 
upward. As new affordable housing be-
comes available it will attract more employ-
ees and that’s when the free marketplace will 
decide what the going rate is.

Thomas Craig
Yes, and I didn’t know you could get 

good employees for less than $15/hr. The 
town of  Highlands has always presented 
itself  as a quality town that provides good 
services to residents and visitors. We are 
fortunate that the town has been prosper-
ous, and the financial condition is very good. 
Employees are the public face of  most busi-
nesses and towns are no different. Hiring 
good people and paying good wages while 
requiring them to do their best should be the 
norm, not an exception.

Marc Hehn
Yes, the Town Manager tells me we pay 

all of  our full-time employees over $15 an 
hour after they complete their probationary 
status. It is not possible to fill part-time po-
sitions in the Recreation Department with-
out raising the minimum to $15 per hour. 
It bothered me greatly when during initial 
discussion of  the Town 2020-2021 budget 
the decision was made to increase the cost 
of  health insurance and deny our employ-
ees a salary increase during the height of  
the pandemic. My wife and I were safely at 
home and our Town employees were work-
ing. Fortunately, this was corrected in De-
cember of  last year.

Nick McCall
Town employees should be paid a 

competitive wage based on their qualifica-
tions, and time in the job.

Amy Patterson
One of  the most important assets of  

any town is the town’s employees. Their 
experience, knowledge and dedication are 
all essential to provide good service to the 
citizens. Local government should be fis-
cally responsible with their citizens’ money, 
but they also have an obligation to provide 
good service to the citizens (which can only 
be done with good employees) and an ex-
pectation to treat town employees fairly. 

With the recent difficulties of  busi-
nesses finding enough workers to fill their 
needs, it is incumbent for the town to have 
a pay and benefits level that will retain and 
recruit employees. That is a market-driven 
factor in the minimum wage decision. But 
there is another factor to be considered: a 
conscious driven one. A full-time employee 
at $15 per hour makes $31,200 per year 
before taxes (40 hours/week x 52 weeks x 
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EARLY VOTE NOW! 

WE SUPPORT PAT! 

Amy Patterson 

Paid for by Keep the Mayor on Duty 

Donnie Calloway Brian Stiehler John Dotson

/ am humbled and grateful to have the 
endorsement of all of the sitting town 
board members except my opponent. 

I would appreciate your vote 
and support as well." {?-

Highlands Town Board of Commissioners



• See HOTWIRE page 10
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Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 36th year in Highlands

30% off 
cleaning 

& 
repairs

...HOTWIRE continued from page 1HIGHLANDS HISTORIC VILLAGE 

WALK THROUGH 
HIGHLANDS HISTORY 

OPEN 10AM - 4PM 
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY 

MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908
• Uniform Exhibit 

 THROUGH OCTOBER 

www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050

N 
N 
M 

N 
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effort in developing the Highlands 
Smart Cities Fiber Optic System.  
Staff, commissioners, attorneys 
and experts have been working 
on this project for seven years. In 
many respects it has been a learn-
ing experience that caused the 
town to rethink plans and adjust 
strategies, especially as this tech-
nology and industry has at times 
witnessed rapid and unforeseen 
changes,” said Mayor Taylor in a 
submitted statement.

For the last two years, each 
time various aspects of  the proj-
ect were voted upon by the Town 
Board – Feb. 27, 2020, March 3, 
2020, December 17, 2020, January 
21, 2021 – Commissioner Marc 
Hehn logged the one and only dis-
senting vote.

However, with the contract 
hammered out by Highlands’ and 
Hotwire’s attorneys, when pre-
sented at the Oct. 21 Town Board 
meeting, Hehn voted with his 
fellow board members to unani-
mously make Hotwire the provider 
on Highlands broadband highway.

With the broadband highway 
nearing completion, in October 

of  2020 the town issued a Request 
for Proposal (RFP). On October 
26, 2020, three proposals were re-
ceived. Of  those three proposals, 
the Town Board chose Hotwire 
communications. 

Since that time, staff  along 
with the town’s legal counsel 
formed a legal team with Jim Baller 
and Sean Stokes of  Keller and 
Heckman LLP in Washington DC, 
and Gabriel DuSablon of  Cauley 
and Pridgen of  NC to develop and 
negotiate a contract that followed 
the RFP issued by the town.

This was to ensure the town’s 
goals would be accomplished now 
and into the future while following 
all state and federal applicable laws 
and the contract was agreeable to 
Hotwire communications. 

“I want to thank our attorneys 
who helped the town navigate and 
negotiate all the legal issues related 
to developing this network, Jim 
Baller and Sean Stokes at the na-
tional level, Gabriel Dusablon at 
the state level and Jay Coward our 
Town Attorney,” Taylor said.

Mayor Taylor said he appreci-
ated all the time and effort it took 

to culminate the deal.
“I want to thank the com-

panies that town staff  and board 
members met with as a part of  this 
effort, and those companies who 
took the time to submit propos-
als. We had very good responses, 
and we believe we selected the best 
proposal for the town,” he said.

Based on its offer, Hotwire 
was chosen to lease the highway 
from the town, guaranteeing a 
profit for the town of  $10,200,000 
over 25 years – far more than the 
town’s 15-year $4.6 million loan 
through BB&T with interest.

“I want to thank the folks at 
Hotwire for their willingness to in-
vest and serve the community of  
Highlands. We appreciate Johna-
than Bullock of  Hotwire and his 
determination to bring their ex-
tensive services to Highlands.  We 
look forward to a productive and 
mutually beneficial relationship,” 
Taylor said.

Hotwire is expected to be-
gin connecting customers early 
2022. For residential customers it 
will offer Internet up to 10 Gps, 
voice, television, home automa-
tion and home security; and within 
three years will build underground 
portions of  the network where 
needed as long as customers com-
mit to hooking on. About 18% of  
neighborhoods in Highlands have 
underground utilities and the fiber 
will have to be underground in 
those areas.

Hotwire’s fees for various res-
idential and commercial packages 
are very competitive. 

Altitude is now part of  Hot-
wire and early on it said it would 
honor those prices and packages if  
that’s what customers want. 

“I believe this network and 
lease agreement with Hotwire 
Communications will have a last-
ing impact on the future of  High-
lands and how we all live, work 
and enjoy this wonderful commu-
nity,” said Taylor. “Our businesses, 
homes, town utilities operations, 
educational and medical services 
will all be transformed because we 
have this state-of-the-art system.  
While other communities contin-
ue to plan for such fiber systems, 
Highlands now has a world class 
network in place and operational.”

Finally, Taylor thanked the 
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• Native to our beloved mountains and a Highlands 
business owner (McCulley’s Cashmere Store) 

for more than 40 years.
• Represent and will advocate for the needs 

of my fellow Highlanders.
• Not afraid to face complicated  

challenges!
• Love my town and my neighbors!

And when you vote for me,

“I Will WORK For YOU!”

VOTE

Mary A. BynumMary A. Bynum
for

Town Board of 
Commissioners

Authorized and Paid For By Mary A. Bynum Candidate for Highlands Town Board of Commissioners



• See WHLC page 24

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
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...HOTWIRE continued from page 8

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Call 828-526-3783 to learn how
Center for Plastic Surgery

132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011

Highlands Town Board of  Com-
missioners for their support and 
hard work over the past years in 
developing the fiber network, as 
well as town staff.

“I also want to thank our 
town staff  for the many hours that 
they have devoted to this project, 
especially Josh Ward our Town 
Manager, and Matt Shuler our In-
formation and Technology Direc-
tor,” said Taylor. “Matt has spent 
countless hours as our representa-
tive to the various groups involved 

in the project.  He has had the 
patience and endurance to see the 
project to its completion.  Josh and 
Matt will now move into new roles 
as making sure the administration 
of  the contract is implemented in 
a smooth transition.”  

Meanwhile, after discussion 
with J.K. Coward, Coward Hicks 
and Siler issued a letter to V1Fi-
ber on behalf  of  the Town as a 
notification that liquidated dam-
ages would calculated for the Fiber 
Deployment project effective Aug. 

11, 2021. This is due to time over-
tures. 

Since that time, all construc-
tion items have been completed 
and the final inspection was per-
formed successfully.  

Engineers along with Coward 
will calculate total liquidated dam-
ages as the final closeout package 
is completed. 

Highlands will not make the 
final payment to V1Fiber contrac-
tors until the liquidated damages 
are finalized.

– Kim Lewicki

rizon was mounting too close to 
his Radome antenna, which is at 
the prime location at the top of  
the Big Bear Pen tower. 

According to MIS/GIS Di-
rector Matt Shuler, WHLC’s Ra-
dome is mounted at 107’ COR 
AGL (Center of  Radiation Above 
Ground Level) on top of  the 
tower.

Staff  asked Cooper to submit 
documentation verifying the level 
of  interference he may be receiv-
ing due to Verizon, but the docu-

mentation hadn’t been received 
by the time the Town Board con-
vened Thursday, Oct. 21.

Upon inspection, Verizon 
was found to be mounted in the 
correct position on the tower per 
its contract with the town, which 
is 100’ COR AGL. 

To try to expedite the pro-
cess, town staff  asked Verizon to 
lower its antennas two feet, which 
they agreed to do but according to 
the contractors working for Veri-
zon, Cooper refused to decrease 

his antenna power so the contrac-
tors could safely scale the tower 
and do their work without getting 
fried by radiation.  

Verizon and its contractors 
said since July they have con-
tacted Cooper numerous times 
to coordinate the lowering of  his 
power so they could do the up-
grade. They said Cooper finally 
turned the power down a bit, but 
not enough for the crew to scale 
the tower safely.

...WHLC continued from page 1
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patallenrealtygroup.com

Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200.9179

Main O ice
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Julie Osborn
Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200.6165

Wildcat Cli s O ice
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!  
Stronger together!

Source HCMLS & RealTrends

TBD Ravenel Ridge Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 | $778,000 | MLS #97681

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

TBD Cullasaja Club Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $588,000 | MLS #97679

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165
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Dear Neighbors, 
I acknowledge that Pat Taylor is a nice man who has served our community for many years. But, I also acknowledge that personality does not solve problems. 
Despite the recent rhetoric of our current mayor, there is no way that Highlands will magically return to a quaint, quiet town. The truth is that the population growth, the density growth, the skyrocketing cost ofliving is real; and much of it happened during the tenure of our current mayor. 
Rhetoric versus record. 
That appears to be the biggest theme of this election. I am hopeful that the residents of Highlands can look past the smooth, double-talk of the incumbent and acknowledge the reality at hand. 
During Taylor's tenure, bad deals have been made and bad policy has been pushed that have the potential of costing the Town and its taxpayers millions of dollars. 
Look no further than the recent short-term rental debacle. It is a fact that, when the new policy was brought before the Commission, I was the only one who expressed the informed and unemotional opinion that the policy was not within the law and that it could cost taxpayers significant money. 
Fast forward to today, after a major lawsuit was filed against the Town, we have too much bickering, and our community is divided. We need to reach a compromise. This could have been avoided if the mayor would have paused our August 24th meeting and obtained expert legal advice from the best land use attorney in North Carolina, as I recommended. 
Even more mismanaged by the current administration is the Town's broadband service. Beyond the extremely wide gap of actual service being delivered or not being delivered, the administration nearly cost taxpayers more than $3 million with bad deal-making. Over my objection, an initial contract was approved that would have generated roughly $2.8 million. Fortunately, the company backed out; and I voted to approve an agreement with a second provider to pay $6 million - meaning I worked to save taxpayers more than $3.1 million. 
The broadband issue presented an even more alarming problem than money - government transparency. 

LETTER CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Authorized by Marc Hehn, Candidate for Mayor, and Paid for by the Candidate I 934 Wilson Road, Highlands, NC 28741 
marchehnformayor.com I 828-526-2793 I marchehn@nctv.com 
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I believe strongly that taxpayers deserve to know all that they desire as it relates to government operations and that providing transparency leads to a better government. As James Madison famously stated, "A popular government, without popular information, or the means of 
acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps both." 

When I objected to the contract process, I requested the entire broadband file and construction documents to review. Even as duly elected 
Commissioner, the administration only provided the requested information after I hired an attorney to write three letters and waited 21 
months. 

You read that-correctly- in order to review public documents, I had to hire an attorney and wait nearly two years! This is not what I consider, and likely not what you would consider to be, a government for the people and by the people. 
It appears to me to be a good ole boy political machine that must be broken up to empower and best serve the people. 

And, that is why I am running for Mayor - to give our neighbors in Highlands the efficient, effective municipal government they deserve, led by an experienced government manager with the expertise to tackle the issues our Town faces. 
I get it - I am not part of the good ole boy network who has done things the same way time and time again. The truth is I never will be 
because I know we can do things better. 

WE CAN DO BEITER ON SHORT-TERM RENTALS - addressing residents' concerns while protecting investments and following the rule 
oflaw by rewriting our zoning regulations. And, I will demand our staff enforce our zoning regulations equally, so the time ofignoring 
violations by the good ole boys will be over._ 

WE CAN DO BEITER ON BROADBAND - stopping with the promise after promise approach and actually expediting the project with a 
proven utility manager at the helm. 

WE CAN DO BEITER ON GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY - ensuring full disclosure of financial and contractual information while insisting 
on same-day staff responses to residents' calls. 

WE CAN DO BETTER ON PEDESTRIAN SAFETY - installing modern technology and better signage, while enhancing enforcement. 

WE CAN DO BEITER ON WORKER HOUSING - partnering with local organizations and corporations, honoring our commitment to provide 
water and sewer service, and seeking the necessary grant funds to make this plan become reality. 

WE CAN DO BEITER ON INFRASTRUCTURE - stopping the "kick the can down the road" approach, repairing and upgrading where 
necessary, and following our water, stormwater, and parking plans. And, yes, as I stated during the October 19th Mayoral Forum, the Macon 
County Environmental Health Supervisor has confirmed there is raw sewage coming from a spring at the base of Satulah Mountain. 

WE CAN DO BETTER. 

With a real vision and detailed plan for Highlands' future. With a common-sense, business-minded approach to tackle the biggest issues 
before the Town. With a Mayor who has refused political contributions and is beholden only to you, not the good ole boy network or special 
interests. We can do better. 

I humbly ask you to join me in the effort to better Highlands for our residents, our businesses, and our future. 

Marc Hehn 

Authorized by Marc Hehn, Candidate for Mayor, and Paid for by the Candidate I 934 Wilson Road, Highlands, NC 28741 
marchehnformayor.com I 828-526-2793 I marchehn@nctv.com 
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Highlands Sotheby's 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty 
•We are the #1 producing office on the Plateau in 2020
•We are #1 in sales in Highlands for the 7th year in a row

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPERTY? 
33 ACRES off Dillard Road in Highlands, NC 

Offered for $895,000 

«Let Andrea Gabbard and Nora find your perfect home" 
Senior Global Real Estate Advisor Member of the Institute for Luxury Home Marketing Top 5% of Brokers (Sept 2021 HCMLS) 

sothebysrealty.com AndreaGabbard@gmail.com (c) 828-200-6742 AndreaGabbard_@ 
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...LAWSUIT continued from page 1

• See LAWSUIT page 30

Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains HomeWatch 
and Home Maintenance Services for 

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners. Proudly 
serving the communities of Franklin,  Highlands, 

and north Georgia

Want an award-winning real estate experience? 
Use an award-winning 

real estate expert. 
In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 6%! 

®. 
' 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 

www.TeresaSeay.com 
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 e m �t��\o,� RSPS 

I,? t.lAllO&i• � 
· ·�� ·=-�

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 

producing office on the Plateau 2020

At the October 21 Town Board meet-
ing, Coward requested authorization to en-
ter into the “stay” after he and Attorney 
Craig Justus with the Van Winkle law firm, 
talked to Attorney Derek Allen of  Allen 
Stahl & Kilbourne which is representing 
the Save Highlands group.

“We talked about how a lawsuit would 
divert the good efforts the town is mak-
ing to address the situation and cause us to 
spend an enormous amount of  energy in 
litigation and very little in trying to address 
the problem itself,” said Coward. “Allen 
agreed there would be very little move-
ment of  any positive nature whatsoever 
if  we had an ongoing lawsuit that would 
require us to be in court rather than a con-
ference room to work this out.”

Allen agreed to a “stay” order that will 
be signed by a judge with the consent of  
the two parties -– the town of  Highlands 
and the numerous other plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit.

The town’s good efforts, which Cow-
ard referred to, is a working group that has 
been meeting to discuss STRs – particular-
ly to reexamine the Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) to see what the UDO 
needs in the way of  revisions to address 
STRs.

The working group is made up of  
Commissioners Brian Stiehler and Amy 
Patterson and attorneys Coward and Jus-
tus.

“We need to draft some language that 
addresses STRs because there is nothing in 
the UDO at all that addresses STRs,” said 
Coward. “So, we don’t have a good UDO 
that we can refer to while trying to decide 
how to move forward.”

Coward said he anticipates having a 
working document for the Town Board 
and the Planning Board in November to 

show what their final conclusions are, and 
he believes the process can be completed 
by Feb. 1.

“This group is very functional and we 
are working real hard trying to address the 
dilemma we have that has caused so much 
controversy,” said Coward.

During this stay, which would last until 
Feb. 1, there would be no requirement from 
the town to answer the complaint, for dis-
covery, depositions, or requests for docu-
ments; there will be no hearings at court, 
no presentation of  evidence or testimony, 
everything would be stayed until Feb. 1 – 
including the ban on STRs effective Jan. 3, 
2022.

Coward said the town will not enforce 
anything against STRs until the group 
makes a decision about what the UDO ac-
tually says and that would be by vote of  the 
full board to amend the UDO.

The Town Board voted unanimously 
to rescind the action it took Aug. 24 to en-
force the order of  Jan. 3 and authorized the 
group to work on the UDO until it reaches 
the point where it can be revised possibly 
before Feb. 1.

“This isn’t saying that we are conced-
ing that we can’t enforce the R1 STRs, we 
are simply delaying the whole process until 
we have a chance to come up with a new 
response by Feb. 1,” said the mayor.

Commissioner Marc Hehn reminded 
the board that the Russell v. Donaldson 
case in regards to Blowing Rock, NC seems 
to indicate that STRs are residential in na-
ture, and the town’s regulations are vague 
and even state law isn’t straight. 

“Also, I don’t think you can put a dead-
line on this, there is a lot of  work to do, a 
lot of  input. I think July 1 is much more 
reasonable. I don’t think we can get all this 



HONEYSUCKLE FARM 
INTERNATIONAL GENERAL STORE 

WWW.HONEYSUCKLEFARMHIGHLANDS.COM 

FEATURING 
BENNETT WINCH, SUGARFINA, 

GLENCAIRN, SISTER'S SAUCE, BOOKS, 
PUZZLES,COFFEE,GOURMETITEMS, 

BULK CANDY & MORE! 

828-526-6227 

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St, Highland

Come shop 
The Molly Grace! 
Fall  clothes have 

arrived. 
Fall & Holiday Candles, too!

S. 4th street 
526-4473

BIGBIG
FallFall

SALESALE

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

NOW OPEN with more than 50 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale where a percentage of  
every item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes 
to distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 
364 Main St, Highlands

(828) 526-9415

It’s leaf looker time in Highlands!It’s leaf looker time in Highlands!
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Make it Game Night!
Disconnect to  

reconnect. 
Make it a family 

game night!



(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Enjoy the 
leaves and 

more!

Daily 
New Fall 
Arrivals 

• Free People • THML 
• Z Supply • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana
  Jeans by:
    • Joes •AG   
    • Citizens 
    • Hudson
    • Mother
         Shoes by:
 • ShuSh        • Diba
	 						•	Blowfish
      • Matisse

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

NEW LINES! NEW LINES!

New Johnny Was Arrivals 
Weekly

338 Main St.
526-4777

The Dry Sink • Main Street
Highlands, NC

It’s leaf looker time in Highlands!It’s leaf looker time in Highlands!
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Come Find the 
Perfect Fall 
Sweater! 

A Highlands tradition since 1940 
Our 81st season on Main Street 

Monday-Saturday 
828-526-3160



Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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...OBITUARIES continued from page 5

Available
at 

Potpourri Eyewear
376 Main St. • Highlands

(828) 526-8886

Marvin Gaddy Carmichael, 73, of  Seneca, SC, husband of  Felicia Young Carmichael 
passed away Friday, October 15, 2021 at Greenville Memorial Hospital.

For service information please visit www.robinsonfuneralhomes.com or contact Duck-
ett-Robinson Funeral Home, Central, SC, (864) 639-2411.

Marvin Gaddy Carmichael

Thelma Allmon Petrone, 95, of  Highlands, NC passed away on Wednesday, October 
20, 2021. Born in New York on January 30, 1926, Thelma was the daughter of  the late 
George D. Allmon and Anna Handlir Allmon. In addition to her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her son, Kevin Michael Petrone.

She is survived by her husband of  71 years, James Petrone; and daughters Lee Ann 
Pearse of  Chattanooga, TN, Susanna Murray, Anna Wilson (Roger Lee), and Lisbeth 
Petrone Leschen of  Highlands, NC. Eight grandchildren: Jimmy Petrone (Jessica), Vince 
Petrone (Jackie), Leslie Pearse Lyons (Mat), Lindsey Pearse Greiner (Jamie), Ryan Bryson 
(Kayla), Matthew Wilson (Ashley), Alana Wilson Fisher (Chris) and Jacob Leschen; and her 
pride and joys – 18 great grandchildren. She is also survived by several nieces and nephews 

Thelma Allmon Petrone
James “Jim” Shipman Munger, 83 of  Franklin, passed away on Sunday, October 24, 

2021. Jim was born in Macon County to the late William and Lona Crane Munger. In addi-
tion to his parents, he was preceded in death by his siblings, Gene Munger, Martha Owens, 
Anne Holley, Fred Munger; and son-in-law, Steven Nylund

Jim was a member of  the Macedonia Baptist Church and enjoyed Bowling and Golf-
ing.

He is survived by his wife of  63 years, Peggy Smith Munger; children, Cindy Nylund 
of  Highlands, Barbara Ann Hedden (Gene) of  Lafayette AL, William Jess Munger (Mi-
chelle) of  Highlands NC, Lila Shearl (John) of  Franklin NC, and Matthew Sheffield of  
Franklin NC; Siblings, Andy Munger of  Seneca SC, and John Munger of  Sataloch GA; 13 
grandchildren; 14 great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

A service was held on Wed. October 27, 2021, at Blue Valley Baptist Church. Rev. Dale 
Cannon officiated. 

Pallbearers were Joshua Nylund, Jason Wilbanks, Adam Hedden, Alex Heddin, Tyler 
Munger, Allen Shearl, Michael Shearl and Jared Shearl.

Honorary pallbearers were Gene Hedden, John Shearl, Dennis Perkins, Thomas Cum-
mings, and Tim Dietrich.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials can be made to WNC Hospice House Foundation Hos-
pice House Foundation of  WNC, PO Box 815, Franklin, NC  28744 Online Condolences 
can be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com. Macon Funeral Home handled the arrange-
ments. 

James ‘Jim’ Shipman Munger

• See OBITUARIES page 20

and a special caregiver, Delores Jones.
Thelma will be remembered as a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and “Great Great.”
The family will gather for a Celebration of  Life on Saturday, November 6, 2021 at 1 

pm at the Wilson Barn, Wilson Gap Road, Highlands, NC, and would love to invite every-
one to attend.

Patrick “Pat” Franklin Moore, III, 77, of  Aiken, SC, passed away peacefully with his 
family by his side Saturday, October 23, 2021. He was a beloved husband, father, grandfa-
ther, and friend. 

Pat was born September 22, 1944, in Northfield, MN, a son of  the late Patrick F. 

Patrick “Pat” Franklin Moore, III
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JOIN US –This is the true effort to save Highlands
www.highlandsneighborhoodcoalition.com

 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS
MYTH | FACT

MYTH:
If the current ban on STRs stands, Highlands will lose millions of dollars in Occupancy Tax and it will bankrupt the Town!

FACT:
Nonsense!  The Occupancy Tax is collected by Macon County and paid to the Chamber of Commerce.  The Chamber is required by law 
to spend these funds on Tourism.  They are not paid to the Town.  In fact, STRs cause a dramatic increase of activity in our 
neighborhoods – think 10 to 12 people in 5 or 6 cars checking in and out of their STR every other day and the impact of this 
exceptionally intensive use on the Town’s roads, our septic systems, and the volume of trash generated. The STR investors aren’t paying 
anything extra for the intense commercial use they’ve introduced into our neighborhoods, in fact they’re getting a free ride from the 
residents and Town in order to line their pockets.

MYTH:
Short Term Rentals are good for renters.

FACT:  
Not for long term renters!  The transformation of houses and apartments into short-term rentals has led to higher rents and made 
permanent housing more difficult to find.
STRs have all but eliminated the supply of affordable housing, dramatically increasing rental rates and making it even harder for people 
to live and work in our town.  Every home that’s being used for illegal hotel activity is a unit that’s not on the residential housing 
market.  

MYTH:
Short-term rentals are good for real estate values.

FACT:
Not in the long run!  The demand by STR investors may initially drive up the price of affordable housing.  But what happens when a 
peaceful neighborhood is inundated and is nothing more than a collection of mini hotels?  These neighborhoods become less desirable, 
driving good neighbors out and prices down.  

MYTH:
You can do whatever you want with your property

FACT:
False.   The Town of Highlands has zoning laws in place to regulate land use, direct appropriate growth, and protects its neighbors and 
neighborhoods.  There is a vast array of things you can or cannot do with your land depending on where it is sited. This is particularly 
important in our single-family neighborhoods.  This is why our Code has always defined “Overnight Accommodations” as a commercial 
use, and why commercial uses are prohibited in our neighborhoods.
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MEET PAT ALLEN 
Full time resident for 27 years • Strong and dependable leadership • Understands the art of negotiation • Uses a common sense approach • Successful due to a hard work ethic • Supporter of local non-profits • Negotiated with seller to make the mandatory new fire department a reality • Forfeited commission to make the new PAC a reality • Wants to maintain the charm of Highlands to keep it the special place it is • Recognizes and appreciates the hard work and challenges of our local business owners and workers • Understands that with growth comes challenges that need to be sorted out and discussed creating a "win-win" for all 

VOTEPcctA FOR COMMISSIONER 
Paid for by the candidate 

YOUR CHOICE FOR YOUR VOICE 

...OBITUARIES continued from page 18

Old Edwards Inn & Spa has teamed up with 
premium natural candle company, Wixology. 

Purchase the Barrel Aged Cider cocktail and 
candle in Hummingbird Lounge. (Candle $24)

hummingbird 
lounge

Moore, Jr. and Marie Whatley Moore. His father was a store manager with Woolworth’s, 
and they moved frequently while growing up. His family ended up in Anderson, SC, where 

he met the love of  his life, Kitty Welborn. Pat and Kitty were married at St. John’s United 
Methodist Church in Anderson on October 9, 1965, and recently celebrated 56 years to-
gether. They honeymooned in Highlands, NC, a community they hold dearly in their hearts.

Pat attended the University of  Alabama where he pledged Delta Tau Delta. He was 
elected as social chair – a role that suited him perfectly. Pat must have found time for his 
studies, as well, earning a BS degree in Chemistry. He worked with Owens-Corning Fiber-
glas after college and later became the youngest plant manager in company history. His 
career took Pat and his family around the globe with years-long stints in Athens, Greece, 
and Brussels, Belgium. His focus centered on the Middle East and Africa but later expanded 
world-wide, gifting him with friends around the world. Pat concluded his exceptional career 
as President of  the Pipe Division. 

A lifelong philanthropist, Pat dedicated his time to many organizations, including the 
development of  the PAC in Highlands. He served as president of  the HCCMF; as an elder 
of  First Presbyterian Church in Highlands, serving during the expansion phases including 
the Memorial Garden. He was an active member of  the Rotary Clubs of  Highlands and 
Aiken. He served two terms as president of  HCC, and one of  the highlights was winning 
the Member-Guest with his high school best friend. A dear friend referred to his gift of  the 
“forward reach,” always moving towards people with curiosity and intentionality. He leaves 
behind a legacy of  generosity, integrity, thoughtfulness, and dedication. 

He is survived by his wife Kitty; daughter Shanon M. (Richard) Cheney of  Rocky 
Mount, NC; son Patrick F. (Angie) Moore, IV, of  Morrow, OH; grandchildren Catherine C. 
(Alex) Fleming, Alexandra Cheney, Quinn Moore, Jake Moore, Grace Moore, and Charlee 
Moore; sister Sunnie Smith of  Atlanta, GA; and several nieces and nephews. He will be 
deeply missed. In addition to his parents, Pat was preceded in death by a brother, Tim 
Moore of  Anderson, SC.

A Celebration of  Pat’s life will be held at 2 PM, Thursday, October 28, 2021, at St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in Aiken with the Rev. Dr. Tim McClendon and the Rev. 
Dr. Lee Bowman officiating.  A second memorial service will be held in Highlands, NC, in 
the summer of  2022. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be directed to St. John’s United Methodist Church 
(www.stjaiken.org/give), Trinity Hospice of  Aiken (690 Medical Park Drive, Suite 200, Ai-
ken, SC 29801) or the Highlands Community Child Development Center (www.highland-
scomunitychildcare.org/giving).

Pat Moore’s online guest book may be signed by visiting www.shellhousefuneralhome.com 
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• If you want a leader who is honest...
• If you want a leader with integrity…

• If you want a leader who can work with others…
• If you want a leader who will listen to all sides of an issue 

and talk straight…
• If you want the leader who was endorsed by every Town Board 

member except the challenger…
• If you want the leader who was endorsed by the current 
Chairman of the Macon County Board of Commissioners…
• If you want the leader that has the most experience with 

Highlands government and the community…

Highlanders For Good Government

Paid for by Highlanders for Good Government

“We believe in honest and open government for Highlands”
 

Learn more at www.highlandersforgoodgovernment.com

Then the ONLY choice is PAT TAYLOR for Mayor.



Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper -  Thurs., Oct. 28, 2021 - 828-200-1371

Saturday, October 30

The Park on Main Hotel 
6 – 7:30pm
 

Sunday, October 31

The Ugly Dog Pub
294 South 4th Street
5 – 6pm 

Main St & S 4th St
DJ & Dancing
High Five Band & Hot Dogs 
6 – 8 pm
 

The High Dive
476 Carolina Way, Highlands
10pm

Mr. Pickles’
Howl -o--Ween
Party

Pumpkin Painting

Trick or Treating

Adult Costume Contest

Schedule
IT’S

HALLOWEEN

TIME

S
A

T U R D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  3 0 T H

S

U
N

D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  3 1 S
T

Ooohhh

visithighlandsnc.com

Yard Art 
Open for outside pickup & 

delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Seventh generation Highlander Angela Lewis Jenkins’ new book “Memories of  Highlands’ 
Early Years” is now available. The 205-page book contains stories of  growing up in Highlands 
by 18 story authors. The stories date as far back as the early 1900s, and are accompanied by pho-
tos from Highlands’ early days with over 250 images included. The book is dedicated in memory 
of  Jenkins’ late parents, Arthur Alan and Jane Anderson Lewis (a sixth generation Highlander), 
and in honor of  her children and grandchildren.

Book ‘Memories of Highlands’ Early Years’ is 
now available at area stores

Booksigning at Shakespeare & Co. on Saturday, Nov. 6, 2-4 p.m.

$15). In today’s economy, that is hardly ad-
equate for a single person much less for any-
one providing for a family. Annual COLA 
(cost of  living) adjustments are percentage-
based and continue to widen pay disparities 
between the highest and lowest paid em-
ployees without addressing a minimum liv-
ing wage. So, yes, I believe the town should 
have a minimum wage of  $15/hour.

Eric Pierson
There is more to it than a blanket $15/

hr. wage. Benefits, such as insurance, are also 
part of  the issue. However, I think the town 
should always be vigilant in keeping on top 
of  pay scales, along with benefits, in order 
to recruit and maintain a great group of  em-
ployees that all work together to keep High-
lands running.

Pat Taylor
With the exception of  two new hires in 

the town sanitation department, the Town 
of  Highlands already pay employees $15 an 
hour. The two new employees are making 
about $14.75 an hour, plus they have health-
care and retirement benefits which are sig-
nificant benefits for a total salary package. 
Once they pass the 6-month probationary 
period, and secure commercial drivers’ li-
censes these two employees will make over 
$15 an hour. The town is now paying part-
time workers at the $15 an hour level also. 

Market forces require it, and it is the right 
thing to do.

I think most businesses in the town are 
already paying $15 an hour in order to at-
tract workers. That $15 an hour translates 
roughly into a $31,000 annual salary. This 
number is not very high, especially if  fringe 
benefits are not included as a part of  the 
salary package. Given the high cost of  liv-
ing here on the Highlands Plateau, and the 
need for workers to commute to work, a 
living wage of  $15 an hour has become a 
beginning salary norm.

I am not for a town ordinance or ini-
tiative to require a minimum wage of  $15 
an hour like some municipalities have man-
dated. I believe economic determinants will 
drive the minimum wage number in this 
community to $15, or even higher.

– Get Out and VOTE! –
Early Voting ends Saturday, Oct. 30. 
The hours are 8 am to 5 pm Monday-

Friday. The only Saturday for early voting is 
Oct. 30, 8 am to 3 pm. 

Polls in Highlands are at the Highlands 
Civic Center, 600 N 4th St.

Election Day is Nov. 2, 6 am to 7:30 
pm.

...Q&A continued from page 6
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Fellow Lovers of Highlands, 
  

As you are all well aware, Highlands is an inclusive family of year-round residents, seasonal homeowners, visitors, restaurateurs, art-
ists, landscapers, retailers, housekeepers, entrepreneurs, builders, realtors, plumbers, electricians, and many others.  All these groups 
are inter-woven into the fabric that makes this town so special, and while some may not realize it, all of these groups benefit from 

vacation rentals.  
 
For four decades the Town of Highlands communicated to countless property owners and visitors that there were no restrictions on vacation 
rentals. The Town has happily accepted rental tax revenue and welcomed renters for decades. That changed this summer when a small but 
vocal HOA voted to bring legal action against the Town of Highlands. On August 19th, the Town meeting opened with the statement “this 
is the beginning of a long discussion on vacation rentals.” By the end of that meeting, the Board had voted to ban them. The people and the 
businesses of Highlands were blindsided.  
 
In response, Save Highlands was created. Sadly, we are being positioned as faceless investors.  The truth is that we have been part of the 
community for decades and many of us are full-time residents. One member has had property and family rooted in the town since the 1920s, 
another since the 1880s. We are not a group of faceless investors. We are your neighbors and, just like you, we want what’s best for this 
Town.  
 
On October 13, the Save Highlands group of homeowners took the first legal step to retain personal property rights in the Town of High-
lands. To be clear, this is not an action we wanted to take. Unfortunately, neither Mayor Taylor nor anyone from the Town of Highlands 
have come to the table with negotiations or made any attempt to find common ground. In effect, all remaining options for cordially protect-
ing the rights of property owners and saving Highlands have been exhausted. We firmly believe the law is on our side regarding this issue.   
 
Banning rentals will not only have a crippling financial effect on Highlands, but also fracture its people unnecessarily.  In fact, it’s already 
happening. This action has created an artificial divide between neighbors when together we could address the issue thoughtfully, taking the 
entire community’s input into consideration.  
 
A vacation rental ban will have a substantial negative effect on tax and business revenue and lead to a devastating loss of income for count-
less Highlands residents. Banning rentals could mean a loss of $13,500,000 direct income and a $115,000,000 total economic loss. These finan-
cial implications are far reaching and affect us all.  
 
While the Town is currently booming - fueled by the travel dynamics of the pandemic and a recovering economy - the financial effects of a 
vacation rental ban will be felt this winter and exponentially when the economic climate isn’t so strong. We want balance. Vacation rentals 
are a complicated subject for any town, which is why they were specifically addressed in the Draft Community Plan.  
  
And while loud voices have stated that vacation rentals are “simply against the law,” that is simply false. The Town of Highlands Use Regu-
lations do not even mention vacation rentals. Even the State of North Carolina defines vacation rentals as “residential use.” But more than 
that, we feel that who we invite into our homes should be in our hands as the property owners – not the decision of the government. 
  
We love this town and its people. And we believe if we come together as a community, we can create an inclusive, well-planned future to 
save Highlands for generations to come.  
 
Sincerely,  
The Save Highlands Committee 
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries from Oct. 

12. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or 
public officials have been used.

Oct. 12
• At 11:30 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on Laural Street.
• At 6:18 p.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on Keener Road.
Oct. 20
• At 1:50 p.m., officers responded to a 

two-vehicle accident in the Post Office park-
ing lot.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Oct. 18.

Oct. 18
• At 11:42 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on the Franklin 
Road.

Oct. 19
• At 7:54 a.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance at a residence on Flat Mountain 
Road.

• At 11:45 a.m., the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance at a residence on Holt Cottage 
Lane.

• At 3:35 p.m., the dept. performed an 
animal rescue on Horse Cove Road.

• At 4:13 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders when alerted by a medical alarm at 

a residence on Chestnut Hill Drive.
Oct. 20
• At 2:23 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on the Dillard Road.
Oct. 21
• At 8:55 a.m., the dept. provided pub-

lic assistance at a residence on Paul Walden 
Road.

• At 4:40 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
motor vehicle accident on Blue Valley Road.

• At 7:35 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
fire alarm at a residence on Clubhouse Trail.

Oct. 22
• At 1:13 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders at a residence on the Franklin Road.
• At 2:56 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Clubhouse Trail.
Oct. 24
• At 11:42 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a Co2 alarm at a residence on Big Bear Pen 
Road.

Oct. 25
• At 9:05 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 7:41 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Bonnie Drive.
Oct. 26
• At 8:03 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

motor vehicle accident on N. 4th Street.

Half-way up the tower they checked 
the RF detectors which registered at 100% 
and then at 200% at the centerline of  the 
Verizon equipment. Cooper allegedly re-
fused to turn it down any further. 

Verizon can’t complete its work until 
Cooper turns it down

“Is there any way you can assist; pos-
sibly coordinate a time so everyone is on 
the same page so we can get this done?” 
Verizon and its contractors asked the town. 

Mayor Taylor said it’s imperative that 
the town, Verizon and Cooper get together 
and figure out the best time to facilitate Ve-
rizon’s upgrade.

“I am worried Verizon is going to get 
frustrated if  they can’t get to their equip-
ment and do the work they have to do,” 
said Taylor.

Shuler and Town Manager Josh Ward 
said there are two issues.

One, Cooper has to help facilitate Ve-
rizon’s ability to do their upgrades which 
means Cooper has to turn his power down. 

“So, we would ask the board to direct 
Cooper to do so and to coordinate a date 
with Verizon so it can make its upgrades,” 
said Shuler. 

Two, Cooper is supposed to pay $529/
month to lease his spot on the tower. 

Thursday night the board learned that he 
is $4,761 in arrears and his 10-year lease 
expired in 2019.

“WHLC’s contract is dead,” said 
Shuler. “It was a 10-year contract, and it 
went out in 2019. So, there is no WHLC 
contract.

“So, next we would request the board 
to direct Attorney Coward to redraft a new 
contract with WHLC,” said Shuler

Commissioner Donnie Calloway said 
he didn’t think the contract was ever writ-
ten to the town’s benefit.

Commissioner Amy Patterson said 
the town owns the tower and it needs to 
take control of  it.

“Let’s get everyone in the room and 
tell them exactly what is going to hap-
pen and when. If  they don’t want to do it 
that way, then we don’t have to give them 
another lease offer on the tower. At this 
stage, if  WHLC is in arrears and he doesn’t 
have a lease anyway, we are the authority 
on the tower,” she said. 

Commissioner Calloway agreed and 
said before the town pays the Attorney 
Coward to draft a new lease for WHLC, 
Cooper needs to bring his payments up to 
date.

– Kim Lewicki

...WHLC continued from page 10
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New $1.2M Water Tank 

VOTE THIS TUESDAY - NOV 2nd

PATTAY OR 
¥ 

HIGHL.ANll AYOR 
KEEP the MAYOR on DUTY! 

Broadband! 

Tougher regulation on Gorge Rd. The New Fire Station 

"These are a few of the accomplishments since 
I've been Mayor of Highlands . All of these projects 
were a collaborative effort between the Mayor's 
office, the Town Board, and our incredible staff. 
We've worked well together and always have the 
best interest of Highlands in mind when making 
decisions. Thank you for the outpouring of 
support and I would appreciate your vote on 
Tuesday." 

Proven Leadership 
that Works/ 

www.PatTaylorForMayor.com 
Paid for by Keep the Mayor on Duty 



Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel, Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E, Cashiers, NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.

Testimony Meeting: 5:30 p.m. on the 3rd Wed.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program, Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd. Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-8152
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services in the Chapel: 
Rite 1, 8a; with choir, 9:30a; with choir, 11a.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-31• 75 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m., Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

John 3:16

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.;Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Evening Worship 5PM 1st and 2nd Sundays

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas, Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Cct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin), Thurs. noon, Fri. 9a; Sat. 4p; Sun., 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin), Thurs. 9a,; Fri., noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S., Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
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A Time for 
Letting Go

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United Methodist Church

We find ourselves in a magnificently beautiful sea-
son.  The brilliant autumn colors across the West-
ern North Carolina Landscape attracts many ad-

mirers from far away to bask in the beauty of  God’s good 
creation that daily surrounds us in Highlands.  We are truly 
blessed!  The changing of  the leaves and the crisp mornings 
here in the mountains are daily reminders of  this very spe-
cial time of  the year.  And though we are all susceptible to 
missing the sacred gift of  each fleeting moment, distracted as 
we often are by life’s challenges, limitations and disappoint-
ments, hopefully we have sufficient clarity, at least occasion-
ally, to enjoy this very special time of  the year.

Finding ourselves in these final days of  October, we’re 
also being reminded of  the other end of  the beautiful fall 
season of  color, the falling of  the leaves.  Autumn brings 
us both beauty and an important seasonal message.  In fact, 
each season has a lesson to teach us, reminding us of  the 
rhythm of  life.  From winter’s lesson of  dormancy and death 
to spring’s message of  resurrection and new life to summer’s 
lesson of  growth and vitality to autumn’s reminder of  transi-
tional beauty and relinquishing, the seasons mirror our own 
rhythm of  living.

In the Book of  Ecclesiastes of  the Hebrew Scriptures, 
the preacher Koheleth reminds us that there is a season for 
everything (3:1-8).  There is a time for birth and a time for 
death, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn 
and a time to dance, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a 
time to keep and a time to throw away.  

If  you’ve ever run across an episode of  A&E’s popular 
television series “Hoarders” you know the kinds of  problems 
caused by the inability to discard.  And though we may be 
tempted to marvel at another person’s reluctance to throw 
away things that clearly are in need of  disposal, perhaps we’re 
not so far removed from the tendency to hold on too long 
with white-knuckled veracity ourselves from time to time.  

Autumn is a transitional season, a season filled with 
beauty, a time for vibrant mountain landscapes and a time 
for yards filled with leaves.  Autumn is a season of  letting go.  
The rhythm of  the trees and falling leaves remind us of  the 
wisdom of  Ecclesiastes.  There is indeed a time for loosening 
our grip. 

And like the sad stories portrayed on the show Hoard-
ers, the more familiar we are with something and the longer 
it has been part of  our lives, the harder it is to loosen our grip 
on it.  It can be true with material things, of  relationships and 
it can also be true about attitudes, practices and behaviors we 
have cultivated in our lives.

If  we fail to heed the Ecclesiastical wisdom on display 
during autumn, we can easily find ourselves imprisoned by a 
Hoarders-like wall of  painful memories, past failures and the 
bitterness caused by long-ago wounds. 

We all do it of  course.  It’s a quirk of  the human condi-
tion.  So if  your inner-hoarder has been winning, take heart!  
Don’t give up!  And may God grant us all wisdom and cour-
age to learn the lesson of  autumn.  There is a time for letting 
go.  
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MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mark Rogers Grading 
Highlands, NC

Excavation, House Site Prep, Blasting, Hydraulic 
Hammering, Utilities, Septic Installation, Drainage, 

Boulder Rock Walls, Driveway Building, 
Repairs & Maintenance, Pond Work, 

Snow Plowing & Salt Treatment.

Office: 828-421-5320
Fully insured & licensed

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

(828) 482-93• 74
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal 

18+ years
828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards
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•classiFieDs•
GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

ESTATE SALE
COMING SOON at 1121 Wilson Road, High-

lands. Nov. 5-7.10a to 2p. 
FOR SALE
CLASSIC 1966 FORD MUSTANG GT 

CONVERTIBLE, excellent condition. $38,000, Seri-
ous inquiries ONLY!! Call: 941.920.6016   (st. 10/14)

RUSTIC DINING ROOM TABLE – six cane 
seat chairs, 7.5 feet long. Seats 10. $3,000. Call 256-683-
5885. (st. 9/2)

WANTED
COMIC BOOKS – Buy / Sell. Call Bob @ 302-

530-1109 (9/30))
HELP WANTED

SILVER CREEK IS HIRING – Top real estate 
firm continues to expand and is searching for qualified, 
energetic candidates to fill three full-time positions in 
our Cashiers office. Available positions include: Front 
Desk/Office Administrator; Content Writer; Videogra-
pher; Photographer. For more information, please email 
info@ncliving.com. (st. 6/17) 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE hiring 
a LEAD BARTENDER. Looking for a bartender who 
is passionate about hospitality and all things beverage. 
Someone who loves to take ownership of their role, has 
a strong work ethic and wants to grow with a com-
pany that is doing great things in Highlands. Competitive 
pay, flexible schedule and great environment.Applicants 
please email trg@highlandermountainhouse.com (st. 
10/14) 

THE HIGHLANDS RECREATION DE-
PARTMENT is looking for an Ice Skating Rink At-
tendant and life guards. The Ice Skating Rink Attendant 
is responsible for opening and closing the ice rink and 
providing good customer service. Life Guard training 
will be provided for anyone 15 or older. Flexible hours 
available, may include after school and weekends. Ap-
plication packets will be available at the Highlands Rec 
Center, the Highlands Pool or online at http://highland-
snc.org. The Town of Highlands is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Retirees welcomed! (9/16-10/7) 

THE ROOSEVELT TAVERN – A new upscale 
casual establishment in Cashiers, NC. NOW HIRING 
ALL RESTAURANT POSITIONS. Including Chef, Gen-
eral Manager, Servers, Server Assistants & Line Cooks. 
Great pay, flexible hours, relaxed work environment for 
people who can work independently. Established com-
pany with great history and following in the area. 18 
Chestnut Square, Cashiers. 828 482-8743. Route64res-
taurants@gmail.com. (st. 9/2) 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE NOW 
HIRING – Waitstaff, cooks, bartenders, full and part-
time, flexible. Competitive wages. Email info@highland-
ermountainhouse.com or call 828-526-2590. (st. 8/19)

LIBERTY LOVING EMPLOYEES WANTED! 
If you love freedom, customer service, having fun and are 
a positive, happy individual, we want to interview you! 
Looking for 1 - 2 retail customer service team members 
in Highlands. Positions include traditional retail duties 
and being awesome with the public - young to old.. 
Also looking for one full-time bartender in Highlands, so 
experience is preferred. Willing to train the right person 
to be the personality of the establishment. Characters 
welcome, charisma required, boring is unacceptable. All 
positions require honesty, dependability and a service 
oriented personality. Must be presentable and drug-free, 
with a clean criminal record. Attitude is a little thing that 
makes a big difference. ~ Winston Churchill. Email us at 
libertynlibations@gmail.com. 

GRILL & SAUTE COOK/EXPERIENCED 
positions open at Caffe Rel. 4 days a week to include 
lunch and dinner shift. Great pay per experience. Call 
Rebecca Long at 828-507-1487 and leave a message. 
Need ASAP. (st. 8/26)

HOSPITALITY MINDSET: Highlands Country 
Club is looking for a few individuals for food service, 

AID: Altitude Interior Design
Award winning designer, 30+ years. Local resident 

18 years. Space planning, custome casework, 
window treatments, flooring, furniture, lighting, 

autocad drafting. 
“Let Altitude Enhance Your Attitude.”

Distinctive, bespoke and creative design solutions 
for residential and commercial interiors. 

Call me.
Initial consult is free.

land: 828-743-0054  cell: 561-847-6144

Mountain Findings
HALF PRICE SALE

432 Spruce St. • Highlands

(except silver)

Thursday-Saturday
10a to 1p
Masks are required
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bartending and housekeeping, who have 
a heart for service, want to be respected 
as professionals and know how to earn 
to your ability. Competitive pay, tips for 
F & B staff, uniform provided, and meals 
per shift provided to all. Golfing privileg-
es are available. Wonderful, busy working 
atmosphere. Appreciative management 
to work with each person. Go to www.
highlandscountryclub.com, select the Ca-
reer tab at the top of the tool bar to fill 
out an application. Or, call 828-787-2782 
and leave a message for Greg. See the 
Club’s reviews on Indeed. (st. 6/24) 

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted 
Living Facility looking for Med Aides, 
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff. 
You may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse 
Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by 
email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or 
lindabtiff@aol.com 

JOIN OUR TEAM! Whole Life 
Market is now hiring for full/part time 
positions. Are you a fun, healthy minded 
individual looking for a positive work 
environment? We are an organic health 
food store/ juice bar. Experience is not 
necessary but any grocery store, barista 
skills are a plus. Competitive pay! Apply at 
Whole Life Market, 680 N. 4th. St, High-
lands. 

FULL & PART TIME RETAIL 
SALES ASSOCIATES WANTED. 
Contact Potpourri at 828-200-0044 to 
schedule an interview. Eyewear experi-

ence is a plus. (st. 5/13)
EXPERIENCED RETAIL MAN-

AGER NEEDED – Submit resume to: 
potpourriHighlands@yahoo.com. Good 
bonus and benefits. (st. 9/9)

DO YOU LIKE TO CLEAN AND 
ORGANIZE? Private club seeking a few 
energetic individuals with a happy state of 
mind to join our staff in the housekeeping 
department. Early hours, routine sched-
ule, competitive pay, benefits, one daily 
meal provided, and uniforms provided. 
If you are interested, please contact us 
at Highlands Country Club at 828-526-
2181. (st. 5/13)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
Highlands NC -- Housing Manager, Gar-
dener Asst, Estate Concierge, Member-
ship & Activities Coordinator,Catering & 
Conference Services Mgr,  Sales Mgr, Asst 
F&B Mgr, Banquet Server, Host, Server, 
Busser, Bartender, Sous Chef, Cook, Asst 
Pastry Chef, Dishwasher, Reservations 
Specialist, Front Desk Supervisor, Front 
Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, Housekeep-
ing, Laundry, Cosmetologist, Spa Atten-
dant, Massage Therapist, Spin Instructor, 
Graphic Designer, P/T Marketing Asst, 
Banquet Supervisor

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
Looking for full-time hostess (great 
pay) dishwasher, prep cook, pantry and 
waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque at 
828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. 
(st. 2/4)

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER 

NEEDED FOR LIVE IN POSITION. 
– Prefer a local couple/individual to en-
tertain and maintain facility while enjoying 
living in an exceptional facility. Strong peo-
ple/communication skills needed. Must be 
flexible and have impeccable references 
and experience in hospitality/facility main-
tenance. Background/knowledge in wine 
and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowl-
edge in hiking/construction and outdoors 
is good also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com. (st. 2/11) 

THE SUMMER HOUSE BY 
REEVES FURNITURE STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS is looking for full and 
part time positions in sales and ware-
house & delivery personnel. Must be pro-
fessional appearing, friendly, self-motivat-
ed, and enthusiastic. Previous sales and/or 
customer service experience preferred. 
Competitive starting pay. Generous bene-
fits for full-time positions. Apply in person 
at The Summer House, 2089 Dillard Road 
in Highlands. (st. 5/20)

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT 
HOUSE FOR RENT two miles 

from downtown on Dillard Rd available.  
Upper Level furnished 1 BR, 1BA, AC, 
gas heat, full laundry, upper level parking, 
no smoking. No pets. 1350 per month. 
Annual lease.  Call or text 828-342-4819. 
(st. 10/21)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
THIS HOME IS READY FOR 

YOUR CREATIVE FLAIR. 2 level fixer 
upper is in Highlands city limits, zone R2, 
perfect for a personal getaway or vacation 
rental. 2BR/1BA upper. Lower level bonus 
space with bath and laundry facilities. 
$325,000 as is, or owner will finish and 
sell at $399,000. Call Jimmy at 828-200-
0094.(st. 10/28)

NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big 
garage on 3.14 acres land , water, sewage, 
WI-Fi, AC, private paved road, mountain 
view. (st. 10/7) 

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY 
FOR SALE! Imagine getting one of the 
best panoramic views in Highlands, 10 
acres of land backing up to the national 
forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft main house 
with an available 2 bedroom guest house 
and a putting green and horseshoe pit for 
$990,000! Better hurry before my wife 
changes her mind. Please text or ring Paul 
at 678-516-8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES 
STOP PAYING AGENCY PRIC-

ES – Call me! Private, Personal and Pro-
fessional caregiver, companion or sitter. I 

am available to work with each clients 
needs, days and hours. 828-507-1692. 
(st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED 
OR ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? 
I can do it. Call or text James of Going 
Gone at 828-421-2655. (st. 9/16)

HOME MAID CLEANING SER-
VICE LLC: – Quality work, experienced 
& insured. For a free estimate call, (828) 
371-1702. Check out our website at, 
www.homemaidcleaningservicenc.com. 
(9/2) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. – Interior 
& Exterior painting, sheetrock repair, wall-
paper removal, log homes, decks. Insured/
free estimates. Call 828-524-1391 or 828-
332-0525 (11/4)

CAREGIVER SERVICES - Experi-
enced. Caring, Compassionate, Trustwor-
thy, and Punctual. Available to assist with 
your needs: Medicine management, pre-
pare meals, doctor appointments, errands, 
and light housekeeping. I have experience 
with different levels of Dementia, fall risks, 
first aid I like animals, and long walks if 
that’s what you want to do. I am flexible 
with days, and hours to meet your needs. 
Let’s talk, and see if we are a good fit. 
Thank you, and I look forward to hearing 
from you, Cathy 727 215-4195. (st. 9/9) 

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. carpentry, 
interior and exterior painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. Will also moni-
tor house during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-5770 or 
828-526-5984. (8/5) 

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. Stop 
paying agency prices and call me. Franklin, 
NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic. Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. 
Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & In-
sured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone 
Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-
526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (10/28

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

work done,” he said.
Coward said the Feb. 1 deadline is 

not written in stone.
“It may take longer; this is the first 

“stay” date for right now. If  we need 
more time, if  the plaintiffs see we are 
working in good faith toward a solution, 
they would likely extend it. But the judge 
who has to sign this is going to say ‘until 
when?’ So we are going to say Feb. 1, but 
if  we need to, we can request an extension 
on that order.” 

Commissioner Donnie Calloway 
asked if  there was a way to address the 
new “pop-up” STRs and the current rush 
of  some people to buy houses for STRs.

Coward said that is a concern and 
that’s why the group is trying to finalize 
the UDO by Feb. 1, but he suggested 
those with a vested interest; those who 
have been using their homes as STRs over 
a period of  time, would be grandfathered 

and protected.
“If  they have done that, then they 

have a right to continue that use of  the 
property,” he said. “But that requires a pe-
riod of  time, a certain amount of  invest-
ment that shows that they rely on a law as 
they interpret it. That is a lot different than 
people who are rushing to get to a point to 
have their rights vested because their rights 
aren’t vested right now.”

Coward said it’s likely Highlands will 
end up having a permit/application process 
for STRs.

“We will talk about that further the 
next time we meet and have something to 
bring to the board about how that whole 
process will work,” he said. 

If  it turns out that Feb. 1 is too soon, 
and the town is working in good faith, the 
judge will likely listen and agree to an ex-
tension.

– Kim Lewicki

...LAWSUIT continued from page 15



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



c o l e  f u h r m a n
b r o k e r

cell: 843-576-9653
cole@landmarkrg.com

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
11a-4p &
5:30-til?

Closed 
Sunday & 
Wed. PM

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

 5

NOW OPEN
WED. - SUN.

Please call for 
reservations

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

OPEN
for Dinner from 5:30

7 days a week 

40 Years of Fine Dining

St i cky  f inge r s ,  t i red  fe e t ; 

ONE LAST HOUSE
Trick  o r  t reat !

125 S 4TH STREET  |  HIGHLANDS, NC 28741  |  WHITEOAKRG.COM  |  828.782.0472

Craig Berry
Broker

114 N. 4th Street 
Highlands, NC 28741

c. (828) 342.1707

$10M
in closed sales through 
September 2021

Craig Berry is a seventh generation 
Macon County native. His interest 
in architecture and design inspired 
his career in real estate where he 
can use his people-skills to help 
match extraordinary buyers to 
extraordinary properties. Craig's 
entrepreneurial spirit comes to him 
naturally as his family owns a 
successful business in Franklin 
going strong for more than 30 
years. Craig is ready to commit his 
youthful energy along with his 
knowledge and love of the area to 
help you buy or sell your dream 
home!


