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Hehn wants an apology to his wife

During the commissioner re-
ports section at the beginning of
the April 21 Town Board meeting,
Commissioner Marc Hehn asked
Mayor Pat Taylor to apologize to
his wife for the angst she has ex-
petienced while the red-line docu-

Hurricanes
win big at
Spring
Finale

On Saturday, April 23, the
Highlands  Hurricanes ~ Swim
Team hosted the North Georgia
Rapids (NGR) and the Jackson
County Swim Team (JCST) for
their annual Spring Finale. The
Hurricanes dominated the event
scoring 484 points to NGR’s 198
and JCST’s 39.

All 25 of the Hurricanes in
the meet scored on the way to the
win.

They were led by Junior
Olympians Finneaus Garner and
Aniah McKim, brand new Junior
Olympic qualifier Tate Wilson
and Annie Wilkes all who scored
28 points and won all four of
their races. McKim broke pool re-
cords in the 100 breaststroke and
the 100 butterfly.

Also  swimming especially

o See HURRICANES page 20
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ment issue was being addressed by
the Town Board.

“I know you want peace and
I want peace, too. It’s been a six-
month process requesting the red-
line documents and I appreciate
the board honoring my request

Clay Bryson

and locating them,” said Commis-
sioner Hehn. “T want to be kind
to each other and transparent. It’s
really important that we listen to
each other, so we don’t have run-
ins like this again.”

o See APOLOGY page 30
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Primary Candidate Forum — Part 3

Cook

Brent Holbrooks

Dereck Jones

5 Republican candidates want to be MC’s next Sheriff

This is the 3rd part of our Pri-
mary Candidate Forum.

Part 1 featured the two Re-
publican candidates running for
District 1 in the County Commis-
sion race. (See www highlandsinfo.
com/PDFs/22april14.pdf)

Part 2 featured five Republi-
can candidates running for 2 seats
in District 2. (See www.highland-
sinfo.com/PDFs/22april21.pdf)

Early voting begins today,
Thursday, April 28. The primary is
Tuesday, May 17.

The Eatly Voting Polls are at
the Franklin Community Building
on the Georgia Road and at the
Highlands Civic Center on N. 4th
Street in Highlands.

The Early Voting polls are
open 7:30a-7:30p Monday-Friday
and 7:30a to 3p on Saturday.

You have a property to sell.
We have brokers who will find the
perfect prospect.

Let the #1 firm on the Plateau represent you!
114 N, 4th Street | (828) 526.4104 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.8300

The Primary is Tuesday, May
17 at regular polling places.

There are five candidates run-
ning for Sheriff of Macon County
— Chris Browning, Clay Bryson,
Bob Cook, Brent Holbrooks and
Dereck Jones. As of press time,
candidate Chris Browning didn’t
submit material for the seties.

Since there isn’t a Democrat
candidate, and if there isn’t a run-

off, whoever wins the Republican
Primary will be Macon County’s
next Sheriff.

But to win, a candidate must
garner 30% plus one vote.

Less than that means a run-
off between the top two candi-
dates.

For the Q&A, each candidate
was asked the same questions.

o See SHERIFF page 8

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Keeping the peace

ast Friday afternoon the
weather was warm. Sal-
ie was on the front porch

listening to the birds. She asked
me to join her. We began to hear
voices talking over the Billy Ray
Cyrus 1992 hit song, Achy Breaky
Heart. We realized it was com-
ing from a nearby neighborhood
house.

We are not “no noise freaks,”
so the music wasn’t a major con-
cern late in the afternoon. Living in a resi-
dential neighborhood does not guarantee
freedom from noise generated by neigh-
bors. On weekends we hear lawn mow-
ers, leaf blowers, traffic, dogs barking, and
children playing in yards. All those routine
sounds are a part of community life.

But, there are limits to noise and nui-
sance levels. As it became dark the music
continued from the house in question. In
fact, it seemed to intensify as well as shifting
from country to more contemporary hip-
hop selections.

We were faced with two options, call
the police or ask the people to turn the mu-
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Letter Policy:

We reserve the right to reject or edit
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted, Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

sic down. Like many residents I
don't like to involve the police if
at all possible. I decided to go to
the house, and ask them to turn
the music down.

The doors and windows wete
open and the music was very loud.
I had to knock rather hard to get
the attention of the people inside.

A young man came to the
door. I told him I was the mayor
and that I lived in the neighbor-
hood. I asked him to turn down the music.
As I was speaking, a woman came up and
informed me that they were having a wed-
ding party, as if that was justification for the
blaring music. She seemed offended by my
demeanor and request.

I responded that they were in a residen-
tial neighborhood and that the music was
disturbing the peace. I informed them that
they could either turn the music down, or I
could call the police. The music was turned
down and the problem was resolved.

I know my transient neighbors did not
like my visit, and me messing up their week-
end celebration. They were from out of
town and were coming to the mountains for
a fun weekend.

Here lies the problem, full-time resi-
dents want the simple and peaceful enjoy-
ment of their property, but some visitors
want to celebrate, kickback and have a good
time. Some folks who embrace the STR
model would tell me I just have to call the
police when there is a noise issue or other
violation of the peace. My response is that
I should not have to be a constant vigilante
of the peace as the transient residents come
and go.

There were two short term rental hous-
es occupied in my neighborhood this past
weekend. One house was absolutely quiet
while the other was the party house. I guess
we should be thankful that both were not
party houses.

We should have known Billy Ray Cyrus
foreshadowed a problem. Next weekend it
might be Miley Cyrus singing Party in the
USA!
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Mostly sunny

64°F
41°F

RealFeel®
High: 74" Low: 48

Fri, 29-Apr Sat, 30-Apr Sun, 1-May
63°F - 65°F 68°F
46°F 50°F 50°F

Cloudy Mostly cloudy with a Cloudy with a
t- storm thunderstorm
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®

High: 65° Low: 48° High: 70° Low: 49° High: 69° Low: 55

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar « Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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AUTHOR & CELEBRITY CHEF

CHADWICK BOYD
PRESENTS A HAPPY CELEBRATION OF
MAY DAY INCLUDING LIVE MUSIC.

+ THE FARM %
=¥ Sunday, May 15

d Bk Now

OldEdwardslnn.com
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Modern Fast Food &
Covu'tyard Market

OPEN Mon.-Fri.« | la to 6p

Sandwiches

(Gluten Free Bread Add $3)
The Basic Chick — Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant. $12
(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler — Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll. $13

Raw & Flawless — Sautéed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana
peppers, and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it's always

delicious!) $14

The Godfather — Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked
provolone, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette. $13

cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll. $13

The Porker — Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on

ciabatta. $12

The Hudson — Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana

peppers, black olives, DJs pickles). $13

- s ¥ The Secret Garden is
& on Oak Street in the
courtyard right

beside
Kelsey-Hutchinson
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| The Muff - Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone
[
[
[
[

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule
@thesecretgarden_market
208 N. 5th St.  Village Square * Highlands * 828-305-7509
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With grateful thanks to the
Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital

Dear Editor,

On Sunday afternoon two weeks ago, I watched the
Mastet’s tournament final round, had dinner and went to
bed feeling fine. I woke up Monday morning feeling pootly
and by Tuesday night, I had a nice Highlands Police Sargent
leading two wonderful EMTs to the bedroom to take me
to the hospital.

T arrived about 11:30pm and after a complete work up,
the diagnosis was Type A influenza with pneumonia in both
lungs. They debated a few hours about whether to keep me
or send me to a critical care hospital but thank goodness,
they allowed me to stay.

I can’t thank the ER doc, Dr Burt, and all his staff
enough for all they did for me while in the ER. I wish I had
their names but those first few hours were just a blur.

Once admitted, I had an amazing group of people
who took over my care. The NPs Michelle and Mike, and
a whole host of great nurses, nurse assistants, etc. Holly,
Sarah, Bella, Kassi, Tami, Valerie, Chelsie, Savannah, Mil-
ton, Rinny, were all just wonderful and I will never forget
the dedicated care they gave me.

Of special note was Marissa, the respiratory therapist,
who worked with me several times a day to help me clear
the fluids from the lungs and restore my blood oxygen lev-
els back to near normal. She was exceptional.

Thank you, thank you, thank you all for your excellent
care and careful consideration. Rosemary and I feel blessed
that you all were there.

Bill Stiefel
Highlands

Tickets are still available for
Bear Shadow Base Camp
Main Stage April 29-May 1

The Bear Shadow Music Festival Base Camp shows are
scheduled for Fri., April 29 and Sat., April 30 from 5— 10:30
p.m. and on Sun. May 1 from 12 noon — 5:30 p.m. Addition-
al events are scheduled at various locations throughout the
weekend. For a full schedule, visit https://bearshadownc.
com/.

The Base Camp main stage and festival grounds are
located at Winfield Farm, 250 Winfield Farm Road, Scaly
Mountain, 28775. Additional events are scheduled at vati-
ous locations in the Highlands area throughout the week-
end.

General Admission tickets are available for $300 for
a three-day pass. A limited number of single-day General
Admission ($125) and VIP tickets ($250) are also available.

Free shuttles will run continuously between Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park and Winfield Farm on Friday and Satur-
day from 4-11 p.m. and on Sunday from 11 a.m. — 6 p.m.
Limited on-site parking passes for Base Camp are available
for $20 per car, each day.



MICHAUD
& RAUERS

Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers
The #1 Team

in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide,
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond
(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists
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HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN | $3,500,000 | MLS# 97269

This 10.01 acre property has a massive view into Blue Valley with mountains
as far as the eye can see. It is a very franquil, private setting with two ponds, a
carport, a storage shed, and the foundation in the ground for a home.
Plans for a guest home were drawn by Mountainworks in Cashiers; they are
a masterpiece that could truly be the main house. The plans for this fabulous home
will go with the sale. The property can be subdivided and all sites will have
spectacular views. It would also be perfect as a family compound. Brushy
Face is just a couple of miles from Main Street in Highlands and boasts two
great hiking trails that are maintained by the Highlands Land Trust.

JUDY MICHAUD MITZI RAUERS
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER  BROKER

Mobile # (828) 371-0730 Mobile # (404) 218-9123
E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com

LUXURY
COLLECTION

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

40 Years of Fine Dining

TUES - SAT
DINNER STARTS
@5:30 PM

Celebratifig 28 years 4

» eruﬁ Cuisine W|t$1 a
Crél)le Twist and German Flair

Open

| A Lo | Fri. -Tues
LAKESIDE Ll

NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY Zg i 8 828-526-2338

WWW ARTCHALETGALLERY.COM Bl i) U'S 64w * Highlands
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOURMET

B T A LWLRA & MNT
open Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Wednesd aY'SundaY Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Bist ro op ens at 4pm Town Square at 343-D Main St. ¢ Highlands

Open
7 days a week

Dining Room at 5:30pm

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 Lunch: 11a-3:30p Closed Tuesdays
WWW " 20.526.3554
.WOIfgangs'net 5:30p - until 595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
! L

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Open for Take-out Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
(] _in! 70 years of making hungry people smile!
BURRITOS & MORE & Dining-in!
. Wonderful Steaks cut to order
4TH STREET g Lunch & Dinner Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
226 50UT "’LANDS NC . Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
828.526.9313 Lunch | 2-3p e Dinner 4:30 - | Op salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
visit highlandsburritos.com Cl d Wed d cookies and so much more!
Hours ose edanesdays Open Wednesday—Friday 9:30—5:30
. Saturday 9:30—4:00
Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p Please call for reservations. Closed Sunday—Tuesday
Closed Sundays 828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900 Preparing all of the good things on those days!
oOnline Ordering Available and 493 Dillard Road

1 NOW SERVING MARGARITAS! r 151 Helen’s Barn Avenue 828-526-2762
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behind K-H Founders Park.
Oﬁer'mg hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads,

The Secret Garden is in The V'LUage Square _ H ighland S
\ Playhouse

bakery items, SECRET daily specia[s, and MOVIES AT THE PLAYHOUSE
Soup of the Day. All the food is freshly made and
p of the Day. Al the food s freshly FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE
ready for pick up.
WINTER HOURS SECRETS OF DUMBLEDORE
Monday-Friday - na to 6p APRIL 29 - MAY 1, 2022
S & SHOWING FRI, SAT, SUN
v 1: ] &%Szﬁyard Market (See menu on page 4) Y
- The Secret Garden is on Oak Street right behind
S e 5 e S on e STee TIg RATED PG-13
S e Kelsey-Hulchinson Park WWW.MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM
08 N. 5th St. » Village Square ¢ Highlands ¢« (828) 305-7509
MAGNOLIA The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
% & Hzghlander Mountain House
R ]E P U BLI C S . Join us Fireside for our
482-8747 + 462 Dillard Road WAL| Ve M'dv;':::eiz:;'a's
www.magnoliarepublic.com
Burger & Beer
Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p Craft Ice Cream & Thursday
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection Hand-Crafted Prime Rib Roast Dinner
and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails. and-Crafte w/glass of wine
Sandwiches Dinner: 5.8
1 annins ~ | aps ~ | apas weg.s- P
P P For Hours and to order on line go to: il fl_'33; 2
o —'p
Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners SweeTTr'ea‘rsHighlands.com Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch ¢10a - 2p

Corner of 4th & Main ¢ 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632 S ==
290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590

Fast & Fresh Family Food
: et

@()ﬁ/ﬁ/f/ r;Bréakfast & Lunch

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM Open 7:30a to 4p ¢ 7 Days a Week
Exceptional Wines In Wright Square 137 Main St, Highlands
& Craft Cocktails

Open Thursday - Monday ¢ 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

highlandermountainhouse.com

Now Open
for our 38th Season!

Reservations:

828.526.4906
440 Main Street ¢ Highlands
www.paolettis.com
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COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art

Open for outside pickup &
delivery

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

CatinQouctuns

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry
468 Carol
Highlan

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

ina Way

ds

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from

wherever you are at
www.highlands info.com.
Clilck on Local News.

Each week’s issue is uploaded every Thursday AM.

Madison’s Restaurant and Wine Garden . h

SUNDAY, MAY 8
i

RESERVATIOMNS REQUIRED. Call 828-787-2525 to book.

.OHERIFF continued from page 1

Clay Bryson

Please give our readers a brief bio. Personal,
Professional, Education.

Captain Clay Bryson was born and
raised in Macon County and has spent half
of his life, 21 years to be exact, as a Law En-
forcement Officer with the Macon County
Sheriff’s Office.

Clay Bryson enrolled in Basic Law En-
forcement Training at Southwestern Com-
munity College in the Fall of 1999 to begin
his career and on April 11, 2000, Bryson’s
21st birthday, he took his Oath of Office
with the Macon County Sheriff’s Office. In
January of 2005 Bryson received his first
promotion within the agency and has spent
the last 21 years working in various capaci-
ties and now serves as Lieutenant over Pa-
trol.

Throughout his career, Capt. Bryson
has served in many roles within the Sheriff’s
Office. First as a patrol deputy. From there,
he then began working his way through the
ranks as a corporal, sergeant, first sergeant,
narcotics investigator, SWAT commander,
K9 Supetvisot/ Trainet, and now as Captain
over Patrol.

Bryson and his wife Ariel have been
married since 2014 and currently reside in
the Cullasaja Community of Macon County.
Bryson is the proud father of four daugh-
ters and in 2019 became a grandfather for
the first time. Bryson attends Community
Bible Church in Highlands and is an active
member of the community.

Why are you running for office?

With Sheriff Holland’s announcement
that he will be retiring at the end of his cur-
rent term, after much prayer and with the
support of my family, I decided that I want-
ed to be part of progressing the sheriff’s of-
fice forward. I have been asked many times
by many people why I don’t go somewhere
else to make more money and the answer is
simple... Macon County is my home. This
is where I grew up; where my children and
grandchildren are growing up. As a father,
my goal has always been to protect them,
love them, and defend them to the best of
my ability. I know that I can’t always be by
their side, so what better way to protect them
than to work for an agency that allows you
to face the evil in our communities head-on.

I want to further our agency just as
Sheriff Holland has worked to do for many
years. The honest truth is, no, we aren’t ex-
actly where we need to be, but I want to
continue to build on what so many in this
department have worked hard to create. Just
like criminal enterprise is constantly evolv-
ing, so is Law Enforcement and I want to

ensure that we evolve quicker and smarter
for the betterment of my friends and neigh-
bors.

Now that the office is fully staffed, wonld you
continute or possibly increase deputy availability in
Higblands and Nantahala?

At the moment we are currently not
fully staffed throughout. Our Patrol division
is full for the first time in a couple years,
however we still remain short in other areas
of the agency which requires patrol officers
to assist as needed. My goal as your next
Sheriff is to continue to work on bringing
the agency to full capacity and to repurpose
a few positions placing six officers on a
shift. This will give your Sheriffs Office the
ability to keep an officer in Highlands and
Nantahala every shift.

The war on drugs has been touted in many
campaign slogans as of late. Exactly how would
you wipe out the drug problem in Macon County.

First of all, you can’t wipe out a drug
problem without stopping the source.
The drugs aren’t originating here in Ma-
con County so we will continue to address
the problem here while working alongside
Federal and State agencies in combating
this horrible problem. I promise all of you
that my number one priority to the citizens
of Macon County, if elected as your next
Sheriff, is to protect you and your families
with the same vigilance I protect my own.
And I am confident that one of the most
important ways of doing that is to continue
fighting the war on drugs. For most of my
entire law enforcement career, I have priori-
tized combating this horrible epidemic and
I assure you I will continue to do so as long
as I serve Macon County. My approach to
attacking Macon County’s drug problem
centers around pooling resources and look-
ing at all angles. Incarceration isn’t going to
solve the tragedy impacting our friends and
neighbors struggling with drug addictions.
That is why I plan to constantly seek out
grants and funding opportunities to make
mental health resources and substance
abuse treatment more readily available and
accessible in Western North Carolina. We
need to offer our community members
an alternative to turning to drugs and the
power and knowledge to break free from
addiction.

What wonld be the first thing you wonld
change within the agency, if elected?

I believe one significant area of im-
provement within the Sheriff’s Office
comes with building community relations.
At over 500 square miles, the majority of
Macon County sits outside of the Franklin

e See SHERIFF page 10
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2ut Allen

REALTY GROUP

Realtors®

i)

in the Carolinas

“Pat Allen and Allen Tate are both family-owned, independent, community-based
companies. We share a common mission: to deliver exceptional real estate services with
integrity and give back to our local communities. You can count on global exposure to
market your property, and strong local connections to find the home you want to purchase.”

- Pat Riley, president and CEO of the Allen Tate Companies

w%'r& & r W”7

Ann Cooper Dan Doughty Holly Falls Kelly Ramsay
828.736.1198 828.200.5047 828.508.1530 828.556.1252

We are excited to welcome Ann Cooper, Dan
Doughty, Holly Falls, Kelly Ramsay, Taylor Simonds
and Al Stoneham to Allen Tate/Pat Allen Realty
Group! We can help you find, finance, insure, and
close on your dream home and property.

Taylor Simonds Al Stoneham
828.644.4002 828.332.9767

Wxugy 5 0 mmaLssas @
I PORTFO ing coremes 1=
INTERNATIONAL £ THE WORLO®

A Howard Hanna Partner
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Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning
Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

A
X

,h:l' "
Natural Products Store ~—h

-

Summer Hours: Yam-5pm
Mon-5at
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@iclovd.com
LOCATED AT 680 N YTH ST, HIGHLANDS

Crrganic smoothie/juice
bar located
- inside Whole

Life Market

Andrea Gabbard
m ¢ 828.200.6742 o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty is the

#1 producing office on the
Plateau 2020

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.
Offered for $895,000

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Sky!

A VAIC
COUNTRY (_I.LI‘Iy

¢ Incredible Views
® Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
e Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

..SHERIFF continued from page 8

town limits. Macon County’s rural nature,
paired with geographical challenges puts the
outlying areas of the county just as Nantaha-
la and Highlands at a disadvantage. Those
residents deserve the same response and
service from the Macon County Sheriff’s
Office as someone who lives in the center
of town. I am a member of the Cullasaja
Fire Department and have seen firsthand
the integral role our volunteer fire depart-
ments and community centers have within
our communities. I believe it is imperative
as Sheriff to visit these departments and
the various community clubs throughout
Macon County on a regular basis to bolster
community relations and hear from citizens
about what needs to be done and how we
can better serve the county. I don’t want
this to be one occurrence — I want to be a
regular face at these events in these various
communities because I believe you the citi-
zens know what is best for your neighbors.
What Otto needs from me as Sheriff may be
different from what Highlands needs and I
want to hear that from those who work and
live in those communities every day. That
increased presence and visibility will only
benefit the county as a whole. I can’t be suc-
cessful as Sheriff without you, which is why
I promise to work alongside you to continue
to improve the quality of life here in Macon
County, together.

Lastly, anything else you wonld like voters to
know abont yon?

Having the unique advantage of expe-
riencing first-hand the multitude of ways
law enforcement serves Macon County, 1
promise to lead the Macon County Sheriff’s
Office with experience and integrity to best
serve the community as Macon County’s
next Sheriff.

Bob Cook

Please give our readers a brief bio. Personal,
Professional, Education.

My name is Bob Cook. I am fairly re-
cently married to my wife, Jennifer. Together
we have five daughters, two sons, 12 grand-
children and one on the way plus one great-
grandson.

I was born and raised in Newton, lowa.
T'joined the Navy in August 1972 during the
Viet Nam War and remained in the Navy
until August 1992 during the Gulf War. 1
retired after earning the rank of Chief Petty
Officer with Surface Warfare Qualifications.

I have three years of college through
the Columbia College, Columbia, MO and
an Associates in Arts degree through the
Los Angeles Community College.

Upon retirement from the Navy, I went
to the Police Academy in Jacksonville, FL

after which I was hired by the Jacksonville
Beach Police Department, Jacksonville
Beach, FL. After approximately two and
a half years, I applied to the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office where I remained for ap-
proximately 20 years.

As a law enforcement officer, I have
experience in Patrol, Evidence Technician,
Traffic Officer, Burglary, Scrap Metal Task
Force, Economic Crimes (Food Stamp
Fraud), Gang Unit, Homicide Unit as a
member of the Aggravated Battery Squad
(Violent Crimes Task Force). The majority
of my law enforcement career (14 years) I
was assigned to the Narcotics Unit where
I was also on the Major Crimes - Violent
Crimes Task Force and the DEA Task
Force.

Why are you running for office?

I am running for office because I see
a need for a course correction. Prior to my
announcement in April 2021, I had been
approached by several citizens in Macon
County who related their concerns to me.
Most of these concerns centered around
the drug problem in Macon County. Ad-
ditionally, I was told by several citizens
they wanted a change in leadership at the
Sheriff’s Office and would never vote for a
member of the Sheriff’s Office again. They
felt disenfranchised and saw what they con-
sidered as the “good old boy club” being
treated differently than everyone else. I felt
that the only way to ensure these concerns
were addressed propetly was to no longer
sit on the sidelines. I decided to enter the
race as a candidate to make a difference not
only in the lives of the citizens of Macon
County, but also in the operation of the
Sheriff’s Office.

Now that the office is fully staffed, would you
continue or possibly increase deputy in availability
in Highlands and Nantabhala?

The fact that the agency is or is not
fully staffed is irrelevant to someone who
may be in need of emergency services in
the more rural areas of our county. In 2007,
the Macon County Sheriff’s Office was
given four Deputy positions specifically for
the Nantahala area. They were never sta-
tioned out there. In 2017, once again it was
promised they would get some officers out
there for coverage and to this day, the only
time they get a patrol unit out there is in
response to a call for service.

Since April 2021, T have made the
proposal to get patrol coverage to not only
Nantahala, but to Scaly Mountain, Otto
and the Cowee area among others. I spoke
to an MCSO Street supervisor and asked

o See SHERIFF page 18
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How important is having a house in
Highlands?

istorically low lev-
els of inventory
have created hav-

oc, not only in Highlands,
but across the country as
Buyers try to secure pri-
mary residences or vacation
homes for themselves.

Recently a friend of
mine who happens to be a
Realtor told me of a new
listing she was getting. It
was a small but cute cottage,
a 2/2 in a good neighbot-
hood at a good price (by to-
day’s standards). I was excited to tell some
of my prospects about it, because I just
knew that someone would rush right up
here and scoop it up! Wrong;

I contacted five of my prospects, all of
whom I thought were earnestly searching
for a home in Highlands. I got responses
like, “We really want walk to town,” or “We
just can’t get there right now” or “We’re
still learning the market,” even, “We'd re-
ally prefer a fixer-upper.”

I learned something important. Not
everyone who says, “Please keep us in
mind if something comes up,” means
they’re ready to buy right now.

It’s great to learn the market and ev-
eryone should. There’s no pressure from
me to do something before you’re ready.
It’s also great to hold out for exactly what
you want, though your chances in this
market of being able to connect with your
dream home before someone else does are
slim.

Not impossible, you understand, but
you’ll most likely have competition, bid-
ding wars, and extra funds to pay. Some-
times I send listings to people that aren’t
exactly what they want because it’s a way to
get them here — if it’s that important. Buy-
ers need an extra dose of courage just to
tackle this market. After that they need per-
severance and a Realtor who has their back!

I decided to send out an email out to
my list of prospects asking which camp
they were in. If a perfect house for them
came available, would they be able to drop
everything and come see it? Some said yes!
(It applies to Realtors as well. We have to
drop everything, go take pictures or videos,
then be available when the client comes.)

Some said they were not in the accel-

Betty Holt
Betty@bhhsmmr.com

erated camp.

This is the toughest mar-
ket I’ve seen in my 30+ years
in the business. All aspects of
it are challenging, from being
able to find the house, get it
under contract, survive the
inspection, the loan process
and appraisal. As Realtors
we are used to perseveting
through problems, but many
of our clients have not been
in this situation. It separates
the wheat from the chaff, the
Buyers from the Dreamers.

I’'m sure it’s no help to say that the ma-
jority of my time as a Realtor has been spent
in Buyer’s markets. Only one other time,
around 1999, can I ever remember it being
a Seller’s market, and it doesn’t compare to
today. Sellers are having their day in the sun,
and though they are due for it, the current
situation is creating substantial hardships for
Buyers, and I'm very sympathetic.

If youre truly a Buyer in this market,
then be ready to take the plunge. Sellers pre-
fer cash, so if there’s any way you can work
that out, do.

One couple I represented last year took
out a home equity loan on their primary
home so they could pay cash for their va-
cation home here, then converted that into
a mortgage after closing, Others have had
conversations with their bankers to assutre
them they could put cash on the contract
and still get a loan but not make it subject to
the loan. If you are getting a loan, it’s man-
datory to have a pre-approval letter.

Be willing to adjust your list of “must
haves.” I know you would like to have a view,
but how important is it to be in Highlands
and out of the heat? The main challenge
may be just to get here so you can make a
different decision when the market changes.

Finally, find a Realtor you can have a
good relationship with, who will let you
know when something in your category
comes available. Be ready to jump when you
receive that calll And of course treat your
realtor like a treasured new best friend!

* Betty Holt is a Highlands native with over
30 years’ experience in this market. She works with
both Buyers and Sellers and loves listings! She can
be reached at Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Meadows Mountain Realty at 488 Main Street, or
at 828-526-4218 or Betty@bbhsnmr.com.
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JOHM SHEEHAM | Broker
225 Main Street | 404.790.9716 MNTAIN LIEE
John@HighlandsAndCashiers.com AMDMARE REALTY GROUP

Want an award-winning real estate experience?
Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514
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Highlands MS
girls soccer
team takes

down Jackson

County

Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands Middle School
team hosted Jackson
County in the second round of
the Little Smoky Mountain Con-
ference Championship on April
25 and won 3-1.

The win comes after High-
lands tied Rabun Gap at home
2-2 on April 20.

Highlands takes on Rabun
Gap on the road tomorrow at
4:30 p.m.

soccer

Highlands Tate Wilson works to clear the ball against Rabun Gap at home.

Story and photos
by Brian O’Shea

nghlands He|d| Doerter works to clear the ball away from nghlands goal

Plateau Daily News against Jackson County.

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands

Nicole Taylor races to |t
stop Rabun Gap’s
offense.

Highlands Magnolia Cunningham on
a fast break against Jackson County.

R
JF“ ‘s.n .-""‘:"

> ——ﬂ_—-ﬁ-.|

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

Elght-graders are playing their last season of mlddle school soccer before transntlonmg to hlgh school.
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Highlands y’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

1 Real Estate F|rm

on the Highlands/Cashiers Plateau

>~ Forover 22 years
'\Qur commitment to
exceptlonal service

= remains the same

L} , u
and it’s only getting better.
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty has been a market leader on the
Plateau for 22 years and record breaking 2021 was no exception. As the
leader of luxury real estate on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau, our proven
track record sets us apart. For those seeking exceptional results, there is
only Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty.

" NUMBER ONE REALESTATE FIRM.
GLOBAL EXPOSURE. INNOVATIVE MARKETING. PROVEN RESULTS.

Downtown Office Cullasaja Office
114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
Highlands, NC Highlands, NC
(828) 526.8300 (B28) 526.4104

highlandssothebysrealty.com

Per Highlamds/Cashiers MLS and County Recondings
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Experience MATTERS

Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk of Court

EXPERIENCE:
e 21 years in the Clerk of Courts office.
e Knowledge of office’s strengths & weaknesses.
e Established relationships in the Judicial System.
e Valued relationships with the public.

(c[0].1B-H
e Improve efficiency.
e Focus on the public.

| % VOTE
iy b Shawna Thun Lamb
’ \1 " Clerk of Court on May 17th.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk.

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from wherever you are at
www.highlands info.com.
Clilck on Local News.
Each week’s issue is uploaded in PDF format every Thursday AM.
It'’s the exact same issue that is available on the streets.

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Rec Pool Schedule:

* Lap Swim Monday-Friday 6am-I0am,
Monday and Thursday 11:15am-7pm and
Tuesday and Wednesday | |:15am-3:30pm 6
lanes AND 3:30-7 (shared Pool) and Satur-
day 10-1lam 6 lanes. Adult Swim Monday-
Thursday 11:15am-7pm. Call ahead for
Public Swim Weekend schedule due to staff
shortages. 828-526-1595.

Pickle Ball

* There are three indoor Pickle Ball
courts and six outdoor Court open once
again. Pickle Ball will be played in the gym
every Monday, Tuesday, VWWednesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am-1I:pm (days and times have
changed).

Nature Center Spring Hours

* Friday & Saturday: 10 AM to 4 PM.
Closed:. Sunday - Thursday

Mondays

* ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm.
No registration required — just show up and
participate.Questions? Visit www.maconn-
cliteracy.org, call 828-526 — 0863 or email
info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the 1800s that
provides grants and loans to women who
want to return to school or further their
education and have a financial need, meets
at 10 a,m, If interested, please call president
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 for meet-
ing places.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics |8 years plus 10:15-
I lam.

Mon., Tues.,Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Method-
ist Church on Spring Street is open from 10a
to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.

* Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal
Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body workout
that engages every muscle in the body.

* New Mobility Class with Anna Nor-
ton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm
and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more infor-
mation, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, & Thurs,

* Drive-thru flu clinics at the Pub-
lic Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in
Franklin from 1—4 pm $36 for the regular
dose and the $73 for the high dose (recom-
mended for those 65+). Insurances will be
filed; please bring your insurance card with
you. Questions? Call 828.349.2081.

Mon,Wed, Thurs

* Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball 10:30
am-| pm.

Mon,Wed, Fri

e HiGgHI ANDS EVENTS ®

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-
9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation.

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 am.

Tues. & Thurs.

* Pilates-Strength and Stretch with Au-
tumn Lucas

* New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin
from 4:30-5:30p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at
5:30.A combination class with many differ-
ent types of exercise.

I st Tuesdays

* Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 pm
at the Hudson Library.

Tuesdays

* Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim
for strong, lean muscles using light weights,
body weight, and high repetition to shape
and tone.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhila-
rating and fun mix of martial arts for a calo-
rie-burning workout.

* Free Covid vaccination clinics — 9
am to 5pm at the Rec Park. (Closed for a
half-hour lunch break) Location subject to
change. please check https://myspot.nc.gov/
for the latest location information.Walk-ins
are accepted, however we encourage resi-
dents to pre-register and schedule an ap-
pointment at https://myoptumserve.com/
covidl9 or by calling (877) 505-6723 if you
do not have internet.

Every Fri., Sat, & Sun.

* Ist run movies at the Playhouse on
Oak Street. | and 4 p.m. www.mountainthe-
atre.com

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina Wood-
turnersClub meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at |0 a.m. March and November.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370 meets
on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the
First Methodist Church at 315 Main Street
in their Community Room/ 909 Chapel.We
serve breakfast at 9AM and hold our monthly
meeting at |0AM We invite ALL Veterans to
attend. Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander
for any information @828-787-1660.

Thurs.April 28

* Wildflower Walk at the High-
lands Nature Center from noon to |
p.m.828.526.2623 paige@highlandsbiologi-
cal.org

April 29-May |

* Bear Shadow Music Festival. For tick-
ets go to bearshadownc.com.

* First-run movie at The Playhouse.



Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumb-
ledore, Ipm & 4pm. www.mountainthe-
atre.com

Sat.April 30

* Early Bird Stroll at the Highlands Na-
ture Center from 8-9 a.m. 828.526.2623
paige@highlandsbiological.org.

* Women'’s Fellowship Brunch. A time

for fellowship and encouragement. 10 a.m.
at the Highlands Community Center on N.

4th Street in Highlands. For more informa-
tion email womensrefillandrefuel@gmail.
com

* Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music
Free Public Concert at the First Presbyte-
rian Church at 5 p.m., featuring Rasa String
Quartet. Sponsored by the CullasajaWom-
en’s Outreach.

Sun.,May |

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
the Warwoman Dell hike, a moderate 3
mile hike on Sunday, May |, in Warwoman
Dell. We will meet in the north end of In-
gle’s parking lot in Clayton, Ga, at |pm and
carpool to Warwoman Dell, about 5 miles
from Hwy 441. Bring gear and fluids as
needed.There should be lots of Spring wild-
flowers still blooming. Call hike leader David
Stearns, 828-349-7361, for more informa-
tion or in case of foul weather.There is no
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charge. Reservations are not needed.Visitors
and well behaved dogs are welcome.* Dixon
Pond BioBlitz with Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust from |-3pm. Learn about pond life and
contribute to science. Free, family-friendly

program. To sign-up or more info contact:

Sarah Pursel, hclt_ed@earthlink.net, 828-
526-1111, www.hicashlt.org.

Thurs.,May 7

* Family Bird Walk at the Village Green
in Cashiers with Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust and Highlands Plateau Audubon Soci-
ety from 9:30-11:30am. Free, family-friendly

program. To sign-up or more info contact:

Sarah Pursel, hclt_ed@earthlink.net, 828-
526-1111, www.hicashlt.org.

Thurs.,May 12

* Winter stories will be held at the High
Dive from 2-4, a casual gathering of story
swapping. Come, Tell, Listen.

Sun.,May 15

* Chef Dinner at OEl's The Farm, May
Day Celebration with Celebrity Chef, author
and lifestyle expert Chadwick Boyd. Book at
OldEdwardsHospitality.com/chefdinners

Tues.,May 17

* Brushy Face to Satulah Hike — High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT) Member
EcoTour from 10am-3pm. $50 per person
PLUS HCLT membership (any level). Con-

Downtown Office

WE ARE PROUD TO WELCOME
Tommy Jenkins

Tommy is a North Carolina native and longtime resident
of Macon County. As a licensed Realtor since 1978,
Tommy has over 40 years of experience in real estate
sales and development. Prior to entering the real estate
brokerage business, Tommy served as the Macon County
Economic Development Commission Director.

An active community member, Tommy has served in the
North Carolina House of Representatives, the North
Carolina State Senate, the North Carolina Environmental
Management Commission, Chair of the Advantage West
Economic Development Group, the advisory council of
the Economic Development Partnership of North
Carolina, and the Macon County Airport Authority.

thomas.jenkins@sothebysrealty.com

highlandssothebysrealty.com

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS®

tact Sarah Pursel, hclt_ed@earthlink.net,
828-526-111 I, www.hicashlt.org.

* Free state-mandated sports physi-
cal for rising 6th-12th graders at 2 p.m. at
Highlands School. All students who will par-
ticipate in NCHSAA sanctioned sports, must
undergo a state-mandated sports physical
prior to trying out for any sport. Parents/
Guardians should plan to attend the sports
physical, to answer questions the medical
team may have during the exam. For more in-
formation please contact Will Mathiowdis at
William.Mathiowdis@HCAHealthcare.com

Fri., May 20

* First-ever Justice Matters Tours at
our Highlands/Cashiers office to find out
how you can join Pisgah Legal Services in
standing for justice. This interactive in-per-
son tour is 1:30 - 3p.m.and delves into how
Pisgah Legal addresses domestic violence,
housing, immigration, access to healthcare,
and community economic development
and explains how community members can
get involved.Tours take place at Pisgah Legal
Services, 209 Hospital Dr., Suite 203, High-
lands, NC. Limited space available. RSVP to
Megan Quattlebaum at 828-575-1353 or
email Megan@pisgahlegal.org.

P
Benjamin Moore'

Enhance and Protect
with the Beautiful Color
of Solid Exterior Stain

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still

show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the
elements while creating a striking aesthetic.

popular hues, curated by the col

Maritime White
OC-5

Boston Brick
2092-30

HDC

HIGHLANDS

DECORATING
CENTER

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS.

ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore®
colors. But if you’re not sure where to begin, consider one of these

Briarwood
HC-175

Mahogany
€S-63

Call us to learn more.

or experts at Benjamin Moore.

Cliffside Gray
HC-180

Normandy
2129-40

Highlands Decorating Center
330 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3571
www.HighlandsDecorating.com

Color aec ly when J Color ightty from paint.
2020 Benjomin Moore & Co. Arborcoat. Banjomin Moore. Gennox. and the tiangle “M™symbol areregistored tademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. 8/20
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Pring [ome ]mProvement 2022
4 Tips for Preparing Your Home to Sell in Today’s Market

(StatePoint) In the current market, houses are selling
fast — meaning there’s typically no need to spend time and

Your One-Stop
Garden Shop
Celebrating 28
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands « 828-526-2395

highlandslawnandgarden.com « Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p
New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

money on large home repairs and renovations to get an of-
fer. Instead, homeowners should focus on quick, easy DIY
projects to give their space a facelift before listing — here’s
how.

Enhance Curb Appeal.

“The exterior of your home sets the tone for what
buyers can expect inside,” says Lindsey Mahoney, DIYer
behind Building Bluebird and licensed realtor with Rigali
Group at Danberry. “If a buyer pulls up to a house where
the outside is in disrepair, it sets off red flags that the home
may have hidden issues from neglect.”

The simplest way to enhance your home’s curb appeal
is to maintain the yard, regardless of the season or weather.
Depending on the climate, homeowners should consider

Commercial Residential

Specializing in
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers

Installation ¢ Service * Repair
828-369-5014
Owner: Steve Raby * 7290 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin

£ @YJE Blass
2 Shoppe Fne,

Storefront * Plate Glass * Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms
Replacement of Fogged Glass

Insulated Units David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088

www.glassshoppe.com

cutting the grass, planting flowers and greenery, raking
leaves, watering the grass and flowers, or removing snow
and ice.

If the home’s exterior is in need of a little more TLC,
consider adding a pop of color to the front door with a
fresh coat of paint, installing unique shutters for visual
interest or updating to a new mailbox. Pull it all together
with a seasonal wreath or welcome mat.

Paint As Needed.

Moving into the interior, spruce things up by refresh-
ing walls with new paint. Rather than redoing every room,
focus on painting over bright, bold colors with a neutral
palette more likely to appeal to the masses.

To get started, tape off the room with FrogTape
Multi-Surface Painting Tape. The tape is made with Paint-
Block Technology, a super-absorbent polymer that in-
stantly gels to form a micro-barrier that seals the edges of
the tape. This will prevent bleed and leave the walls with
crisp, clean lines that won’t need touch-ups.

Make Minor Repairs.

As you’re gearing up to sell, pay close attention to
minor things that may need to be updated or repaired.
For example, leaky faucets, loose cabinet handles or doors
that stick are all minor fixes — but ignoring them could
leave potential buyers assuming that there are larger prob-
lems within the home. Do a careful walkthrough before
listing to look for any small fixes that need to be made.

Declutter and Clean.

A messy house is a major turnoff for potential
buyers, so prioritize decluttering and cleaning. Start by
eliminating as many personal items as possible, including
toiletries, kids’ items and personal décor like family pho-
tos, fan memorabilia and religious and political objects.
It’s also important to spruce up the appearance of beds,
couch pillows and counters in the kitchen and bathrooms.

“If you have a small closet and your clothes are
jammed into it, take out half so it looks like there is room
to add more,” Mahoney recommends. “You don’t want
your buyer’s first thought to be that they won’t be able to
fit their belongings in the bedroom closet.”

Once things are organized, each room should receive
a deep clean, including wiping surfaces, floors and base-
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e See TIPS page 17
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(MAIN STREET NURSERY
HIGHLANDS, NC

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956
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Spring Home ]mProvcment

Affording a Down Payment May Not Be So Hard

(StatePoint) If you’re ready to buy your first home but
are short on the down payment, you’re not alone. Affording
a down payment is the number one barrier to homeowner-
ship, and rising housing costs are presenting even bigger
hurdles.

The August 2021 Freddie Mac Housing Price Index

... TIPS continued from page 16

boards, as well as cleaning any appliances, sinks, toilets and
showers. As the open house approaches, open doors and
windows for fresh air and natural light, leaving the home
looking and smelling pleasant for potential buyers.

If you prioritize the right projects, preparing to sell is
painless. By taking these four simple steps, your home will
be in its best shape to hit the market — and maximize your
potential profit.

Power

showed a 19.67% year-ovet-year increase in home values. At
the same time, more than 35% of non-homeowners say they
do not have enough money to put toward a down payment,
according to NerdWallet. Among millennials, the figures
are even more disheartening, with 63% having set aside no
money for a down payment.

But there’s good news. Down payment assistance pro-
grams, an often-overlooked resource, could be the missing
piece of the financial puzzle to make your dream of home-
ownership a reality, and there are more than 2,500 such pro-
grams nationwide. According to Freddie Mac, here’s how to
take advantage of down payment assistance:

* Understand the different types of help. Down pay-
ment assistance can take many forms, including grants
from federal agencies, employers, community organizations,
state and local housing finance agencies, and state and lo-

o See AFFORDING page 30

your life

Make power outages a thing
of the past with a home
standby generator.

[——

e

"

ANBERRY

141 Main Street,
Highlands

828-526-8939
(§)STANBERRY-INS.COM

Are you prepared for Power Outages?

ST U R A N C E
HOME - AUTO. » LIFE:>» HEALTH - B

Leesa Manley

Power outages... we’ve all suffered through them. The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.

Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage — whether
you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected. So sure,
keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages.

Call or go online today for more information

Sales (828) 526-9325
Allan Dearth and Sons Service (828) 526-9325
Website https://adsemergencypower.com/

GENERAC
——— T ]

7441 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain, North Carolina 28775-9323




Page 18 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs.,April 28,2022 - 828-200-1371

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

278 East Doyle St.  Toccoa, GA
706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

WSRO [ |

1 . X . - 0
You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.
¢ Dental Implants  Root Canal Therapy
e SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

¢ Orthodontics including Invisalign
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course ... — i
s . WILBANKS SMILECENTER
¢ Fillings and Cleanings Y o vt g

(IV Sedation, too)
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

In A Haze About Skin Care?
Call 828-526-3783
To Clear Things Up

~ Center for
Plastic Surgery

209 Hospital Dr.
Ste 202, Highlands

..SHERIFF continued from page 10

what it would take to get coverage
into those areas. I was advised they
would need seven road deputies,
including the supervisor. Currently
they have five on a shift including
the supervisor.

My plan would be to first
meet with the Chief of Police
in Franklin to discuss turning
over the School Resource Offi-
cer positions from Franklin High
School, East Franklin Elementary
School and Macon Eatly College.
These schools are physically lo-
cated inside Franklins city limits
and should be their responsibility
much like Highlands PD handles
their own SRO right now. That
would give me one more per shift
for a total of six. Next, I would
take the four K-9 Officers and
place one per shift. The K-9 Of-
ficers would be stationed in a zone
that would enable them to be mo-
bile in the event of a requirement
for their services. Additionally,
they would be primatily a backup
officer to keep them free for K-9
duties. That would result in seven

¥
SCAL'Y MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each Class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

per shift. Lastly, I would look at
the manning in the courthouse and
other areas to see who may be able
to move to this vital area.

The war on drugs has been touted
in many campaign slogans of late. Ex-
actly how would you wipe out the drug
problem in Macon County?

First, I need to correct a per-
ception. We will not “wipe out”
the drug problem in Macon Coun-
ty. However, I believe we can make
it so unprofitable for them to do
business here that those I don’t
catch will seek new territory to do
business in. Do not misinterpret
what I just said, I will put every
drug dealer in jail anytime I have
probable cause to do so!

I am uniquely suited to ad-
dress the drug epidemic in Macon
County. As I have noted, I have
spent approximately 14 years as
an undercover Narcotics Detec-
tive. As such, I have experience in
making hand-to-hand drug buys
for a $20 crack or heroin purchase
to as much as multiple kilogram
amounts of methamphetamine. I
also have been the affiant on 99
separate telephone facility wire
intercepts. I have arrested cartel
affiliated drug and gang members
as well as serial killers. As such, 1
have had to learn to step back and
look at whatever the situation is
and think outside the box to de-
velop a successful plan of attack. I
feel that my experience in that area
coupled with my leadership and
management expetience makes
me uniquely and more qualified to
address the burgeoning drug prob-
lem.

We can strengthen the re-
sponse in several ways. I intend on
installing a drug-tip hot-line and
making the supervisor over narcot-
ics responsible to ensure there are
responses to the complaints.

Many people in our county do
not have smart phones or internet
service and this will ensure they are
all able to register a complaint.

Next, I will meet with the As-
sistant Supervisor in Charge of
the DEA as well as other federal
authorities to discuss our needs.
I intend to ask for a partnership
with our federal partners who will

work with us and the US. Attor-
ney’s Office as well as the District
Attorney’s Office to ensure we
are getting the sentences we need
in order to rid our community of
those who supply the poison to
our families.

To reduce the demand side of
the drug trade, I will concentrate
on inmate rehabilitation programs
to provide the tools to beat ad-
diction. I have also spoken to DA
Ashley Welch and expressed my
desire to see the establishment of
a drug court in Macon County. DA
Welch was successful in establish-
ing a Veteran’s Court which is simi-
lar but with a narrow application to
veterans only.

What wonld be the first thing you
wounld change within the agency if elected

Once elected, T will immedi-
ately begin the process of reorga-
nization of the Agency. I feel it is
too top heavy and does not lend
itself to efficient and effective
completion of the mission of the
Agency. 1 will begin this process
within days of the election being
settled so that when I am sworn
in, the change will be seamless and
efficient.

Lastly, anything else you wonld like
voters to know about you.

I'would like the voters to know
I am not one that is used to failure.
I will also will not lie to them. The
proposals I have made thus far are
not new ideas. They may be new to
Macon County, but they are tried
and true methods used in most ar-
eas in the country. If I say I will
accomplish something, I will make
every effort to get it done. That is
something the military instilled in
me. I will hold every member of
my agency to the highest standards
for themselves and an even higher
standard for me. They will be able
to count on me and I will not let
them down.

Brent Holbrooks

Please give our readers a brief bio.
Personal, Professional, Education

My name is Brent Holbrooks
and I am running for Sheriff of
Macon County 2022. I was born
45 years ago and raised right here
in Macon County. Growing up in

o See SHERIFF page 23
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BACKGROUND

EDUCATION

Franklin High School
High School Diploma, 2000

Southwestern Community College
Pre-major Criminal Justice, Associate of Arts, 2008

Western Carolina University
Criminal Justice, Bachelor of Science, 2012

EXPERIENCE
Highlands Police Department, 2005
Macon County Sheriff’s Office, 2005-Present
Detention Officer, 2005
Deputy Sheriff - Patrol, 2005-2007
Special Response Team Operator, 2006-20171
Patrol Corporal / Field Training Officer, 2007-2008
Patrol Sergeant, 2008-2015
Detective - Juvenile Investigations, 20715-2016
Detective - Criminal Investigations, 2076-2018
Lieutenant - Jail Administrator, 2018-2021
Captain - Jail Administrator, 2027-Present

CERTIFICATIONS
Basic Law Enforcement Training, 2004
Intermediate Law Enforcement Certificate, 2070
General Instructor Certification, 2077
Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate, 2073
General Instructor Orientation Certificate, 2073
Axon (Taser) Instructor, 2074
Specialized Law Enforcement Firearms Instructor, 2075
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Instructor, 2075
Concealed Carry Handgun Instructor, 2075
Hostage and Crisis Negotiator, 2075
Criminal Investigation Certificate Program Certification, 2077
Department of Corrections Certification, 2078
In-Service Training Coordinator Certification, 2020
Field Training Officer Instructor, 2020

TRAINING
Leadership, 777 hours
Traffic, 232 hours
Investigations, 500 hours

Paid for by the committee to elect
Dereck E. Jones Macon County Sheriff




Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs.,April 28,2022 - 828-200-1371

LIGHTNER FOR
MACON COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

“35 years as Macon County

Tax Administrator prepared me

for dealing with the

complex challenges that face our

citizens. We need a vision for

today that will become a reality

tomorrow.’

.. HURRICANES continued from page 1

well were Ian Batista, who with Elizabeth
Burnette and Charlie Wilkes were singled
out for spectacular improvement and time
drops by Assistant Coach Jordan Kenter.
Batista scored 26 points and won three
events, E. Burnett scored 23 points and won
two events, and C. Wilkes scored 12 points
and got a 3rd place in the 100-freestyle.
Continuing his winning ways, Junior
Olympian Chase Kenter scored 25 points,
won three events and set a pool record in
the 100-freestyle. Alyse Remery and Trin-
ity Hernandez-Faust both scored 23 points,
won two events, got a 2nd and a 3rd. Jaycee
Powell scored 22 points won an event and
brought home 3 2nd place finishes. Junior

the wall and taken that record.

Chris Burnette scored 17 points and
won the 50-backstroke. Blake Kenter quali-
fied for Junior Olympics for the 1st time
in the 50-backstroke and won the 50-but-
terfly,. New swimmer Natalie Nadzorau
scored 15 points and received 3 2nd place
ribbons. Mason Johnson contributed 13
points and won the 50-breaststroke. Penel-
ope McRae, Max Justin and Bella Batista
scored 12 points each. William Burnette
scored 5 points.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim
Team will be having their end of sea-
son party Monday, May 2. Then they will
take most of May off and start summer

SUPPORTS:

* School Funding Solutions
* Enhanced Senior Services
* Law Enforcement & EMS Services
* Strong County and Town Relations
* Transparent Government with Citizens’ input.
» Office for Grants and Economic Development

practice on Tuesday, May 31. The sum-
mer season will culminate at AAU Junior
Olympics July 28-31. This year JO’s are in
Greensboro, NC.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim
Team is a Highlands Recreation Park Team
that practices at the Highlands Recreation
Park Pool in the evenings. The only re-
quirement to join the team is that a pro-
spective swimmer must be able to swim
25 yards (one length of the rec park pool)
unassisted.

Olympians Jelehna McKim and Corena
Dearth scored 21 points. J. McKim won
three events, Dearth two. Junior Olympian
Justin Powell and Bo Curcuru scored 19
points. Powell won an event and Curcuru
won two. Junior Olympian Jack Sumner and
Emilina Hernandez scored 18 points. Her-
nandez won the 100 IM (Individual Medley),
and worthy of note, Sumner swam the 2nd
fastest 13-14 100-butterfly ever in the High-
lands Pool Complex and would have set the

“I appreciate your support and vote in the upcoming election.”
pool record had not A. McKim beat him to

- Richard Lightner

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Richard Lightner

Thank you to all who made the
2022 Plateau Pickup

a shining success!
HicHLANDS

ELEVY. 4118 | THE HEART OF ITAPPINESS .
Because of you, approximately 15 tons of garbage

was collected from roadways around Highlands.

Special thanks for partnership and logistical support to:

Macon County Sheriff's Office

Taioan @méwp

Highest Volunteer Turnout Ever!

N.C. Department of Transportation
MN.C. State Patrol
Town of Highlands

Town of Highlands Police Department
visithighlandsnc.com

The Plateou Plcku
Highlands Chormler of
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You remember us on Main Street but WE MOVED!

... 2 Mmiles south of Main on the Dillard Road
Please stop by and celebrate our re-opening in our new digs
with lots of parking

= Nancy & Bob

gl ¥

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands,NC 28741

We still carry all your favorites and now so much more!

...on Nancy'’s side * 828-526-5029 ...on Bob’s side * 828-526-1029
Lots of CATS PJs Ballin
Spanx St. Croix
Shapeez Saxx
Wacoal Hickey Freeman
Lior Castaway
Krazy Larry Pantherella
Lissette Samuelsohn
Thea Haupt
P-Jamas Alberto

We will beat anybody’s prices!
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THE ART OF HIGHLANDS, NC
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Highlands Chamber of Commerce
L A D
ERITP?CE{OLINAN S dba Visit Highlonds, NC

visithighlandsnc.com

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118
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Franklin, I attended public school in the
Franklin area until my late high school
days; when I chose to attend and gradu-
ate from Military School; I graduated from
the Academy in 1994. I moved back to
Macon County eager to pursue a career in
law enforcement and was very focused on
attaining my goals. I worked for the town
of Franklin while I eagerly awaited my 21st
birthday when I could begin the BLET
program.

I obtained my law enforcement cer-
tification from Southwestern Community
College and I began working at the Macon
County Sheriff’s Department in 1999. I left
in 2004 to learn a new trade, but I knew
that I would return to the law enforcement;
and I did just that in 2008.

I returned back as road patrol officer
and shortly thereafter, I was promoted to
Corporal. In 2010, I transferred from road
Corporal to Corporal over Civil Process
and Courthouse Security. I was promoted
to Sergeant in 2016, and just recently pro-
moted to Lieutenant over Civil Process and
Courthouse Security. I've served as team
leader on the SWAT team for 15 years,
while employed at the Macon County
Sheriff’s Office. I also worked the Multi-
Agency Narcotics Unit a little less than
a year, where I bought an array of drugs
in western North Carolina. Though I left
around 3 2 years from 2004 until 2008, I
bought back all of my time, which makes
me the candidate with the most years of
service at the MCSO; 22-years of service
(23-years in May 2022).

Why are you running for office?

As you would expect, there were a
number of things that contributed to my
decision to seek election for Macon Coun-
ty Sheriff, not the least of which was my
belief that I could make a difference for
the people of Macon County. Serving the
public through law enforcement is my life,
inspired and influenced by my father and
grandfather, both having served Macon
County in law enforcement for decades.

I take great pride in building personal
and professional relationships here in Ma-
con County and have become known over
the years as a person who listens carefully
to what people have to say. It is from this
perspective that I have learned a great deal
about how our residents view and interact
with the Sheriff’s department. I certainly
do not know it all, but I do know what our
communities are thinking, invaluable in the
role of Sheriff.

My ability to make a difference in
Highlands, Franklin, Nantahala, Otto and

throughout the entire County, is based on
our resident’s vision for the County and not
just how I see it — the reality is this is OUR
Macon County.

I also have a deep commitment to
our next generation of children and young
adults. This is evidenced by my direct in-
volvement in our schools and churches
and by my passion as a coach, mentor and
volunteer. Serving alongside others that are
dedicated to our youth and their future will
be a cornerstone of my run for Sheriff and
a purposeful strategy of the Sheriff’s Office
overall. I will press for community-related
policies that prompt our Deputies to work

Hfective leaders live by strong values that shape and guide their decisions and behaviors.
As a 9th generation Macon Countyresident and 3rd generation law enforcement officer, |
have always remained connected to Macon County roots through direct involvement
with church, the school system, volunteer services and involvement with youth
activities. As Sheriff, my passion for direct, hands-on, community-based policies would be
a constant throughout the department. My wife and | take pride in our public servant
household who values community involvement and the youth of Macon County.

1.Increased DIRECT Involvement with our Community
- Community contact/face-to-face interactions

- Community Patrols

- MCS0 Sponsored Events
- Local Business Checks

2. Youth & Young Adult Support
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with other stakeholders as role models so
that, together, our investment in the younger
generation yields solid and measurable re-
sults. The fact is nothing “made” me decide
to run for Sheriff. I like to think of it as
more of a “calling” — it is what I was meant
to be and the timing is perfect.

Now that the office is fully staffed, would you
continue or possibly increase deputy in availability in
Highlands and Nantahala

I’ve already spoken to several people in
both of these communities about increased
offer presence. The movement of officers,
in order to provide proper coverage, is one
of my top priorities.

\

The war on drugs bas been touted in many
campaign slogans of late. Exactly how wonld you
wipe out the drug problen in Macon County?

I don’t think local law enforcement is
ever going to completely wipe out the drug
problem. However, I do know the neces-
sary steps in order to decrease drug activity
in Western North Carolina. I plan to devel-
op a Multi-Agency Drug Task Force com-
prised with the far western counties. I've
already reached out to several surrounding
Sheriff’s in order to begin those necessary
early conversations. I also plan on increas-
ing youth and young adult support and

e See SHERIFF page 24

Elect

HOLBEOOKS

FOR SHERIFF 2022

- SROs continue to serve teachers & students through the county
- Presence in the schools across the county

- Continued Shop With A Cop

- Encouragement of local law enforcement to volunteer with community
youth organizations; making a positive impact with younger generations

- Creating a partnership with various outreach programs throughout the
county (i.e. Literacy Council, Rotary Clubs, youth sports, Big Brothers Big

Sisters, etc.)

3. Officer Retention, Sustainability + Support

- Positive Work Culture
- Support LEO families

- Build Rapport
- Exit Surveys

- Continue to fight for equitable pay for local law enforcement

4. Waron Drugs

5. Macon County is not a safe haven for criminals!

6. Protect our citizens and youth
7. Multi-Agency Narcatics Unit
8. Increased community presence

9. Increased involvement with the youth of Macon County
10. Availability of Rehabilitation programs and resources

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT BRENT HOLBROOKS

Early Voting begins
Thursday, April 28
The Primary is
Tuesday, May 17




Page 24 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs.,April 28,2022. - 828-200-1371

.OHERIFF continued from page 23

continuing rehabilitation services
for those individuals that struggle
with addiction(s). My children and
my grandchildren are being raised
in our communities and I want to
drug dealers to know that this is
not a safe haven for them!

What would be the first thing
you would change within the agency if
elected?

I feel there needs to be a re-
construction of a few divisions
within the office, to propetly pro-
vide the coverage and services to
the communities.

Lastly, anything else you wonld
like voters to know about you.

I’m humbled by the amount
of community support and the
support coming from my co-
workers at the Sheriff’s depart-
ment for my candidacy. I am very
thankful and I promise to make
you proud.

I am not a politician but I
know, as an elected official, that
I work directly for the citizens of
Macon County — I've been look-
ing forward to serving in this ca-
pacity ever since my father held

the role for 16-years

I am a lifelong and 9th gener-
ation resident of Macon County. I
want to preserve and protect Ma-
con County and its Citizens.

Finally, I will come at this
role with heart and compassion —
T’ll bring my family values to the
Sheriff’s Department. But if you
are a criminal, don’t confuse my
demeanor with weakness. I will
serve to protect the law fairly and
without compromise and work to
ensure every citizen is proud to
live in Macon County.

Derek Jones

Please give our readers a brief bio.
Personal, Professional, Education.

My wife Jessica who works as
a public health nurse and I have
three children and three dogs We
are members of Pine Grove Bap-
tist Church.

I have served as a law en-
forcement officer since 2005, first
with the Highlands Police Depart-
ment and presently with the Ma-
con County Sheriff’s Office, total-
ing over 17 years. I am the only
candidate who has experience in

every division under the Sheriff’s
Office running for this position
and the only candidate who has
hands on experience with a multi-
million-dollar budget.

I have served as a detention
officer, deputy sheriff, corporal/
field training officer, patrol ser-
geant, juvenile investigator, crimi-
nal investigator, lieutenant, and
currently captain - jail administra-
tor who oversees a budget of at
least $2.5 million dollars and was
tasked with updating the detention
center policies and procedures in
2019.1am a member of the Macon
County Mental Health Task Force,
Macon County Substance Abuse
Task Force, and Vice President of
No Wrong Door for Support and
Recovery.

I graduated Franklin High
School in 2000, Southwestern
Community College in 2008 with
an Associate of Arts degree, and
Western Carolina University in
2012 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Criminal Justice. I hold
an Advanced Law Enforcement
Certification from the NC Sher-
iffs’ Standards and completed the
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Criminal Investigations Certificate
Program through the NC Justice
Academy in 2017. I am also em-
ployed as an adjunct instructor of
law enforcement training at South-
western Community College where
I instruct Basic Law Enforcement
Training cadets, General Instruc-
tor Training, National Park Service
cadets, in-service training, CPR,
and anything else at the request of
the college.

Why are you running for office?

Macon County is my home.
This election and change of ad-
ministration is not about reinvent-
ing the wheel, but about putting
the RIGHT person in office to
move this county forward. I want
to see the best for Macon County
and feel that with my extensive
experience, education, leadership,
and communication skills, I am
the candidate that will move this
agency forward. This isn’t some-
thing that I take lightly, as I have
been preparing for this day for
many years.

Now that the office is fully staffed,
would you continue or possibly increase
deputy in availability in Highlands and
Nantabala?

I have spoken to many resi-
dents across the county who share
the same concerns as the High-
lands and Nantahala communities
whether they live there or not. I
believe in adequate coverage for
all citizens. Many citizens make the
comment that they are told that it
depends upon call volume. I have
stated before and will state it again,
the agency will be reorganize and
all areas of the county will have
adequate coverage at no additional
cost to the taxpayer.

The war on drugs has been touted
in many campaign slogans of late. Ex-
actly how wonld you wipe ont the drug
problem in Macon County?

If I told you I was going to
“completely wipe out the drug
problem in Macon County” I
would be telling you an absolute
lie. However, T have been blessed
to have worked with some re-
ally good law enforcement pro-
fessionals over the years while
on patrol and in investigations. I
have worked large scale drug cases
involving federal and state agen-

cies. We are all fighting the same
problem and dealing with many
of the same offenders across ju-
risdictions. I have said from the
time I announced my candidacy
for sheriff that we must work
together to fight this issue and
fight it in full force. I want to
work with other agencies around
the area (city and county), state,
and federal agencies and pool
our resources to combat the ever-
growing drug problem. We must
continue to educate the public on
what to look for and be a part
of the solution through stronger
community partnerships. At the
same time, we must continue to
expand upon mental health and
substance abuse programs within
the detention facility and beyond
to help those in need that request
assistance. I have a proven track
record of doing just that while
being the jail administrator since
2018.

What wonld be the first thing
you wonld change within the agency if
elected?

As aforementioned, the first
thing I would do would be reor-
ganize the agency, but after much
discussion with my command
staff. There are areas within the
agency that need to be expanded
upon and some reallocated. All
of this will be accomplished with
existing personnel and done so
to increase the efficiency of the
agency while still providing the
best possible services to the citi-
zens.

Lastly, anything else you wonld
life voters to know about you?

I am not a politician. I am a
dedicated and passionate law en-
forcement professional with the
education, training, and experi-
ence to lead the Macon County
Sheriff’s Office into the future.
I have continued to educate
myself, learning all facets of the
profession, to better equip me
to change with the times. It just
happens to be a political position,
but I am elected by the people
and always for the people.

* Next week Part 4 of the Pri-
mary Candidate Fourm will feature
the candidates fot Clerk of Superior
Court.
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Submitting my resume to be YOUR Sheriff

MISSION
STATEMENT

Having the unique advantage of
experiencing first—-hand the multitude
of ways law enforcement serves
Macon County, | promise to lead the
Macon County Sheriff’s Office with
experience and integrity to best serve
the community as
Macon County’s next Sheriff.

AREAS OF
EXPERTISE

« Narcotics Investigations
= Operations & Training
« Crisis Intervention

« Unit Supervision & Management
-« Specialized Law Enforcement
Instruction

« Drug Interdiction

OTHER SKILLS

- The ability to analyze complex
technical information

- Can analyze, design and implement
problem solving methods

« Detail oriented

« Community focused

Clay

%ET IN CONTACT

www.ClayBrysonforSheriff.com

Clay Bryson For Macon County Sheriff

(£

BRYSON

for Macon County Sheriff

Leadership driven by experience & integrity

WORK EXPERIENCE
PATROL OFFICER

. Joined Macon County Sheriff's Office on April 10, 2000 -

- Promoted to Corporal on January 1, 2005

. Promoted to Sergeant on December 12, 2005
- Promoted to First Sergeant in 2012

- Promoted to Lieutenant over Patrol in 2021

.« Promoted to Captain over Patrol in 2021

EDUCATION=*
SOUTHWESTERN CC

. Basic Law Enforcement Certification — 1999 - 2000
« Drug Interdiction — May 2000

« Community Policing - May 2000

.« Basic SWAT- 2002

. Tactical/Combat Firing — April 2002

« Intermediate SWAT- October 2002

. Defensive Driving — July 2003

« Tactical Woodland Operations — May 2005

« Ethics— June 2003

. Juvenile Gang - June 2003

« Meth Investigation — July 2006

« Haz-Mat response - July 2006

« General Instructors Training— April 2017

« Ethics Off-Duty — December 2007

« Domestic Violence — December 2007

« Interacting with special populations—- Dec. 2007
« Response to critical incidents— February 2008

. Lidar Operations Certification — May 2009

« Crisis Intervention Team Training — Dec.r 2010
« Victim Management — July 2011

. Basic SWAT Operator Certification— July 2012

« Advanced SWAT Operation Certificate— Nov. 2013

North American Police Work Dog Assoc.

« K9 Legal Updates and Testimony - January 2011

« K9 Trauma & First Aid— March 2011

« Tactical Obedience, Level II- November 2012

« Advanced K9 Training February 2013

« Decoy Development & K9 Training March 2019

« Nationally Accredited Police K9 Trainer in both
Narcotics & Utility Phases— 2021

SPECIALIZED RANKS

SRT Commander since 2012

« K9 Supervisor/ Trainer since 2012
- State certified General Law

« Enforcement Instructor

- State certified Firearms Instructor

NORTH CAROLINA JUSTICE ACADEMY

. Street Officers’ Legal — April 2001

« Police Law Institute — July 2001

« Criminal Interdiction for Patrol- Dec. 2001

.« Case Preparation - April 2002

« Basic Anti—terrorism Awareness — June 2014

« LE Sniper Course - November 2004

= Specialized Firearms Instructor Training — Sept. 2008
Early Stage Street Encounters — May 2012

BLUE RIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

« Drug Enforcement for Patrol Officers — Dec. 2001

Haywood Community College

« Alcohol Sensor Testing Certification — March ‘08
« K9 Law - March 2010
« Police Dog Scenario Workshop — October 2019

Miscellaneous

¢ US Department of Justice/FBI-Survival
Awareness - May 2004

Federal Law Enforcement Training Center —
Rural Policing/Drug Interdiction— February 2012
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center —
Suspicious Activity Reporting Training — Feb. 12

« Shallow Creek Kennels—- Dual Purpose Police K9
Trainer’s Course — April 2020

« Shallow Creek Kennels—- Narcotics Detection &
Patrol Police Service Canine— April 2020

*This is NOT a complete list of training and
certifications, just a highlight of specialized areas

- Paid for by the Citizens to Elect Clay Bryson for Sheriff —
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Weeping
Willow

Sr. Pastor
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

e knock on our front door could be heard way
back in our kitchen. The owner of a tree service was
canvasing our neighborhood looking for dead trees

that needed to be taken down and removed. He had no-
ticed the huge willow in our back yard. At one time it had
been a beautiful mature tree, strategically planted, providing
a bit of privacy between our house and our neighbors. My
wife, Angie, opened the door; after a brief introduction he
shated his diagnosis which sounded more like an autopsy
result. Our weeping willow was dead, so said the tree ser-
vice man.

Well, he shared his results with the wrong person in
my house if he desired to pick up some extra cash. Angie
proceeded to let him know that she appreciated him calling
our attention to the situation, but she assured him that not
only was our weeping willow not dead, but it would soon
be flourishing,

In all honesty, the tree looked dead to me. Was I go-
ing to disagree? No. We as a couple and as a family had
already seen in our life and in ministry the resurrection of
dead finances, dead relationships, and dead dreams. A dead
weeping willow seemed like a piece of cake to her. The tree
service guy was invited to come back.

Angie faithfully sat by the tree, prayed for the tree,
tended it daily, watered it gently and God brought the tree
back to life. In a few weeks the tree was green, growing
and a model weeping willow in all its glory. Seeing that tree
thrive again from the depths of death was a drop-the-mic-
and-walk-off moment. Don’t tell my wife that something
is dead.

What meaneth this? We live in a world that deeply
warrants tears. We also live in a world so frantic and frenetic
that few rarely have time to really sense another’s pain. As
a result, we may pray for others more out of duty than
love or empathy. Sometimes, as my wife is teaching me,
we need to “sit in it”. Maybe we don’t have the emotional
bandwidth to truly grasp the despair in Ukraine, but we
can try to “sit in a bomb-shelter”, imagine what it’s like
to grow used to sirens or even what it’s like to wonder, if
you survive, how you and your fifth-grade daughter will go
forward without dad.

Perhaps this “spiritually speaking’ article can be used
to prompt you and I both to evaluate where we are in terms
of our passion for others and our empathy for those in
pain. I heard some people praying for those in Ukraine the
other day, mostly because it was their turn in the prayer cit-
cle so to speak. The intensity in which they prayed rivaled
the intensity and passion one would muster to choose a can
of soup at the supermarket. That hit me hard.

I live each and every day of my life with a heart cry to
love, know and bless Jesus Christ in word and in deed. After
three decades of loving Him, it only seems expected that I
would have a tendetized heart for the hurting. I deeply want

e See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 27

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship
Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School;Worship Service 10:45am;
10:45am Children’s Program.Youth-12:15 — 2:30pm Tues:
Women'’s Bible Study 10am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services Chapel: Rite | spoken, 8a. Rite Il with Choir in
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢+ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev.Angie Ballard * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312
Services 2x/month May-Sept.; | x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr.Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. | la
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 » Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite 1. 9:15 & I la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:l | am




It all started at K-H Founders Park for a quick breakfast.

Plateau Pickup sees highest-ever turnout
of volunteers

Breaking previous records, approxi-
mately 130 volunteers helped spruce up
Highlands and surrounding highways this
past Saturday, April 23, as part of the an-
nual Plateau Pickup, organized and hosted
by the Highlands Chamber of Commetce/
Visit Highlands, NC. Volunteers collected
approximately 15 tons of garbage along the
roadways.

Again this year, Highlands Mayor Pat
Taylor provided transportation to collect the
bags of garbage, as did Steve Mehder, Rick
Siegel and James Farrish. Organizations that
provided partnership and support to make
the event possible included Town of High-
lands, Town of Highlands Police Depart-
ment, N.C. Department of Transportation,
the Macon County Sheriff’s Office and the
N.C. State Patrol.

Groups that participated with a sizable
number of volunteers include Highlands
School Interact Club, Old Edwards Hospi-
tality Group, Highlands Methodist Church,
Highlands Plateau Greenway, Mountain
Garden Club, Highlands Biological Station,
MountainTop Rotary, Highlands Rotary and
Scaly Mountain Community Association.

“We're incredibly grateful for our proj-
ect partners and the record-number of

volunteers — groups, families and individu-
als — who spent a gorgeous Saturday in the
mountains collecting garbage discarded
along our roadways,” says Kaye McHan,
executive director of the Highlands Cham-
ber of Commetce/Visit Highlands, NC.
“We treasure our beautiful mountains and
charming town, and it is wonderful to see
the area clean and green as a result of this
community effort.”

Dressed in the provided safety vests
and gloves, and carrying pick-up tools and
garbage bags, the volunteers canvassed
stretches of US. 64 towards Cashiers as well
as Franklin,

N.C. 28, N.C. 106 and most of down-
town Highlands. Kelsey-Hutchinson Found-
ers Park served as the event’s starting and
ending destination.

The Highlands Chamber/Visit High-
lands, NC provided two meals for the volun-
teers — breakfast from Calders Coffee Café
and lunch from Secret Garden Market. As
a token of appreciation, volunteers received
a t-shirt.

For more information about Plateau
Pickup or other Highlands events, visit high-
landschamber.org,
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First-ever Highlands Volunteer Fair

to take place May 19

The Highlands Chamber of Commerce/ Visit Highlands, NC will connect
organigations that need volunteers with those who wish to help.

Are you looking to get involved with a
Highlands community organization? Could
your nonprofit agency use some helping
hands? If so, then mark your calendar for
the first-ever Highlands Volunteer Fair on
Thursday, May 19, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Highlands Civic Center, 600 North 4th
Street.

The free event will bring together those
willing to volunteer with the nonprofit orga-
nizations that need them.

Those looking to get involved are in-
vited to stop by any time during fair hours,
browse the tables of information provided

by the organizations, and speak with rep-
resentatives who can share more about the
volunteer opportunities. Light refreshments
will be served.

Organizations that would like to partic-
ipate in the event are encouraged to contact
the Highlands Chamber of Commertce/
Visit Highlands, NC. Email businessser-
vices@highlandschamber.otg or call 828-
526-5841.

For more information about the Vol-
unteer Fair and other Highlands events, visit
highlandschamber.org;

e Poricr & FIRE REPORTS®

Highlands Police entries from
April 23. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been
used.

April 23

e At 2.0l am.,, Hannah Marie Car-
bone, 20, of Cullowhee, NC, was arrested
for DUIwhen stopped on N. 4th Street.
She was issued a $1,000 unsecured bond.
Her trial date is June I5.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from April 21

April 21

* At 851 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Hicks Road.

* At 11:59 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Carolina
Way.

April 22

* At 2:09 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Webb
Branch Road.

* At | 1:2]1 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a call of an electrical problem at a resi-
dence on Morewood Road.

April 23

* At 3:25 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Half Mile Dr.

* At 6:04 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on Sassafrass
Gap Road.

April 24

* At 4:10 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Main Street.

April 25

* At 4:50 p.m., the dept. responded to
a call of a vehicle fire in Highlands Plaza.

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 26

my now pliable heart further softened. After
all, Jesus was a man of sorrows, acquainted
with grief. Out of His compassionate heart
people were redeemed, restored, and healed.

Regardless of our upbringing, our gen-
erational influences, what we were taught or
conditioned to do or not do, we should all
weep for one another as is warranted. Gen-
der aside, personality aside, we are never
more human, and made in the image of God
than when we weep. Jesus wept. In this ev-
er-devolving sociopathic, desensitized world
we must pray for, long for the recovery and
sustainability of God’s love for our neighbor.
We already know that within our nation, we
currently cry out against one another. Far less

often do we cry for one another. We are be-
ing conditioned by our cultural institutions
to tear one another apart rather than tear up
(weep) on behalf of one another. What is
happening to us? We have continued to ob-
jectify one another to the point where the
most special part of who we are is slowly
drifting down river into a sea of indiffer-
ence.

What is the answer? Religion? Sort of.
Beyond ritual, ceremony, and tradition we
each need an earnest life-infusing and life-
changing friendship with Jesus Christ the
Son of the Living God. Is His absence not
evidence enough? Jesus wept and so should
we. Don’t let your weeping willow diel
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> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Quahty T}'ee Care & Removal
H!]r I8+ years
’*“28 200-9217 « fully insurg

m do'za reeicom
We'decept all crédit cards

|51 CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.

e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
e Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™™. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services™.

446 Oak Street
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE « INSURED ¢ FREE ESTIMATES

M@RPHY’S
PAINT CO.

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING
828-524-1391 » 828-332-0525 YV2llpaper Removal

Log Homes
murphyspaintco@gmail.com Decks

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Residential
Commercial
Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
Sheetrock Repair

Erly Ulfon

LMBT #13808

Massage and Bodywork % 828.482.2219

435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

5 log cabins nestled in
the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Highlands Automotive

Service 4 . NC
- ~ Inspection
& : ; Station

Repair

=

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

.
P
Rdlia o o il

 Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

-
Rachel|Bj{KelleyiPMENP:BC
ARNPZ-IBoard[Certified

+/Mental/Health

Positive Wellness

MORALES
ZNINe

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE * QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

* Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




Highlands

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

52
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Ryan M, Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Bt Allon,

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

CBD % H

= 50 mg CBD 30 Preased Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
*100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
e CBD cream and balm
Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule
Whole Body Vibration

S Cottage Row « U.5. 64 East |

EALS

FOR SALE

A

LEXINGTON SOLID WOOD bunkbed/or twin
beds with ladder. Bunkie boards. $150 Call 910-352-8688.
(4/28)

OLD TOWN CANOE. 6’ electric motor, acces-
sories. $500.Call 828-743-3774 (st.4/14)

FIREWOOD - Small pickup load $120. Call 828-
369-7754. (st. 4/7)

ESTATE SALE

SATURDAY,APRIL 30TH 9AM until 72 Brookside
Lane Highlands, NC 28741

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS HEALTH FOUN-
DATION - We are seeking a Marketing Specialist to join
our dedicated team! If you have experience in todaya€™s
marketing and communications environment we would
love to hear from you. A broad scope of marketing skills
is required. Excellent compensation and benefits pack-
age. Please visit our website for more information www.
hchealthfnd.org or email r.tindall@hchealthfnd.org. (5/5)

SPARTINA 449 -- Now hiring full time retail assis-
tant manager and part time sales. Great benefits and perks.
Competitive wages.Apply in person 394 Main St. Highlands,
828-787-1178. (st. 4/21)

FULL TIME AND PART TIME RETAIL SALES
clothing boutique on Main St. in Highlands. Seasonal and
Year round positions. Starting at $18/ Hour Pay. Retail sales
experience preferred. Call 407-399-0572 or email elena-
wood@gmail.com for interview.

HIGHLANDS INN - Now hiring Guest service
representatives for all shifts, all days. Part time or Fulltime.
We are flexible. Email Resume to : sales@highlandsinn-
lodge.com, stop by for an application or give us a call at
828-526-5899. (st. 4/14)

HOTWIRE COMMUNICATIONS is HIRING!

LOCAL Highlands opportunities. FULL-TIME, year-
round, customer facing, account management & sales jobs
available. Excellent pay & benefits. Forward your resume to

Highlands b 3

CoveReal

AT OIlL.N ENWARDE CLUR

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

List with me! Get it SOLD!
Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com

Counseling Center of
Highlands
At The Peggy Crosby Center
348 S. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC
For more information please contact
us at info@counseling-center.org or
864-481-0598.

COUNSELING
CENTER
HIGHLANDS. NC
www.counseling-center.org
Mission:

The Counseling Center strives to strengthen families and

individuals by providing access to quality mental health
services regardless of financial ability.

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

mike.hall@hotwiremail.com(st. 4/7)

COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGHLANDS is
seeking additional therapists. Looking for a place where you
can build or add to your private practice, provide mental
health care to those in need, and be part of a counseling
center that is dedicated to the behavioral health needs of
all members of the community regardless of ability to pay?
Our Center is looking for licensed therapists who share
this mission and YOU may be one. If you are interested — or
just want to learn more about the Center — let us know by
sending an introductory email with your resume to info@
counseling-center.org. We look forward to hearing from
you. REQUIREMENTS: Master’s Degree or higher in coun-
seling, psychology or related field; Licensed in North Caro-
lina in related discipline/s; Must have a minimum of 2 years
of experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativity, and a spirit
of collaboration; Along with full-pay, willing to see clients-
in-need at a reduced fee; Counseling Center will reimburse
the difference between reduced fee up to $75. PREFERRED:
Strong Clinical skills, including areas of assessment; diagno-
sis; crisis & case management; Independent decision-mak-
ing skills; Experience and desire to lead workshops and/or
groups as outreach to the Highlands community CRITICAL
NEED FOR THE AREA: Specialty in Substance Abuse; Bi-
lingual (Spanish & English)(st. 4/7)

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT is looking to hire a full
time, experienced server. Hours of operation are Tuesday-
Saturday for dinner only. Please contact Laura Huerta at
803-617-8484. (st. 4/7)

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY has full and part-time
positions open for a Certified Pharmacy Technician and a
clerk/merchandiser. No nights, no Sundays, and great co-
workers. Pay and benefits determined by position, qualifica-
tions, & experience.Apply in person or contact Sherry Sims
828-526-2366. (st. 4/7)

CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED IN CASHIERS
NC. A church is interested in hiring a capable pianist as
worship leader, immediately. High hourly pay. Respond to
Molly @ 828-507-5153 or christanglicancashiers@yahoo.
com

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is looking to hire a
full-time individual to assist in the paint department. Duties
will include mixing paint, assisting customers with color se-
lections and sundry items, stocking shelves and daily clean-
ing. Must be able to lift 50 pounds. This individual must be
dependable, self-motivated, have great customer service
skills and be willing to learn.We will offer on-the-job train-
ing, so experience is not necessary. For more information,
call Derek Taylor @ 828-200-9226, or stop by Cashiers
Color Center to fill out an application. (6/9)

HIGHLANDS EXCURSION is hiring guides/driv-
ers. Email us at adventure4| 18@gmail.com. (st. 3/10)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT Looking for full-
time hostess (great pay) dishwasher, prep cook, pantry and
waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email
wom2@me.com. (st. 2/17)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an Up-
scale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking for Med Aides,
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff. You may apply in
person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindabitiff@
aol.com.

o See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
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.APOLOGY continued from page 1

Hehn went on to say that his wife has
borne the brunt of these “run-ins.”

“T am used this — I had 37,000 custom-
ers and 120,000 people who were always
unhappy about something, so this doesn’t
bother me particularly. But when you see
my wife, I hope you will apologize to her,”
he said.

Over the last few months several
things were outlined concerning the Hot-
wire contract red-line documents Commis-

sioner Hehn had been requesting;

First, by all accounts the red-line docu-
ments are transitory draft documents.

Second, according to the NC School
of Government (NCSG) red-line vetsions
of documents are not public documents, to
which Hehn agreed in public session.

Third, also according to the NCSG,
commissioners have the right to ask the
Town Board to ask the Town Manager to
share red-line documents.

..AFFORDING continued from page 17

cal governments. There are also a number
of down payment assistance loans avail-
able with attractive terms. For example,
deferred payment second loans. These
are secondary loans for which payments
are not due until you sell, refinance or pay
off the first mortgage loan. And for those
looking to live in a rural area, USDA rural
home loans are a favorable option, because
they have no down payment requirement.

Tax credits are another form of as-
sistance. Certain states and local govern-
ments, including housing finance agen-
cies, issue mortgage credit certificates that
reduce the amount of federal income tax
you pay. This makes more money available
upfront for your down payment or closing
costs.

Freddie Mac offers consumer finan-
cial education, through its free CreditSmart
online training course, that can help you
learn about and qualify for other down
payment assistance and help you putchase
a new home.

* Determine your eligibility. Although
eligibility requirements vary depending
on the program, most down payment as-
sistance programs have income eligibility

requirements based on you as an individual
borrower or your household. In addition,
you usually must use the funds for your
primary residence and be a first-time home-
buyer.

* Get started. Identify available pro-
grams by checking out trusted resources, in-
cluding HUD’s directory of state programs
and Down Payment Resource. Your housing
counselor or lender can also help you deter-
mine which programs you’re eligible for and
work with the program’s administrator to
help you secure financial assistance.

* Get help. The homebuying journey is
complex, so don’t be afraid to seek expert
help. Freddie Mac Borrower Help Centers
and HUD-certified housing counselors can
help you navigate the homebuying journey,
make informed decisions along the way and
ensure you're financially prepared for long-
term, successful homeownership. In addi-
tion to being trained to provide budget and
credit advice, housing counselors can also
provide guidance on the different types of
mortgage assistance programs that may be
right for you. To learn more, visit myhome.
freddiemac.com.

..CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 29

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big garage
on 3.14 acres land, water, sewage,WI-Fi,AC,
private paved road, mountain view. (st. 1 0/7)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Repairs,remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free estimates.
Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22)

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRICES
— Call me! Private, Personal and Professional
caregiver, companion or sitter.| am available
to work with each clients needs, days and
hours. 828-507-1692. (st. 9/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR

ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? | can do
it. Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (4/28)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 407-
325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs,
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure
washing. Call 828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

IN_VINSON: scanning photos, slides &
hegatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

However, none of the Town Board
members had copies of the red-line draft
documents; nor did Town Manager Josh
Ward and according to Town Attorney Jay
Coward, he didn’t have them either.

“The redline version is simply a draft
that you work on. I worked on the Hot-
wire contract myself for many pages with
our attorneys in Washington, DC. We had
many drafts and when we finally got to the
last draft we agreed upon we signed it, and
I threw away my drafts and I am assuming
the other lawyers did as well,” said Attorney
Coward.

Furthermore, Coward mentioned a
memo that Hehn forwarded him and the
board from the NCSG that states that there
is no requirement under public record law
of NC to keep a redline draft.

Therefore, at the February Town Board
meeting, the board voted 4-1, not to require
Ward to find red-line documents.

However, on March 9 Commissioner
Hehn filed a request for a pre-litigation
mediation of public records dispute giving
Ward 21 days to settle the matter.

The idea that Ward was being dragged
into the courts on his own dime when he
was just doing his job as directed by the
Town Board enraged the mayor and other
commissioners and they agreed to pay attor-
ney fees for Ward if necessary.

Moving forward, at an April 12 closed
session meeting, the Town Board reviewed
a letter from Hehn’s attorney requesting red-
line documents related to the Hotwire con-
tract which that firm consistently refers to as
“public documents.”

Since no one in Highlands has the red-
line documents, the board directed Attorney
Coward to ask the lawyers who assisted with
the contract negotiations from Raleigh and
Washington, DC if they had any draft red-
line documents from the Hotwire contract.

“If Mr. Baller and/or Mr. De Sablon
have any relevant documents they are autho-
rized to provide the documents to the town
attorney who can then release them to Mr.
Hehn’s attorney,” said Highlands Mayor Pat
Taylor.

It was discovered that the Washington
attorney still had a copy of a red-line docu-
ment on his computer. He was asked to send
it to Hehn'’s lawyers at Cannon Law Firm in
Waynesville, NC.

At the end of the April Town Board
meeting, when asked if the litigation against
Ward had been dropped, Commissioner
Hehn said there never was any litigation —
though Attorney Coward referred to the
pre-litigation mediation 22CUS filed with
NC courts as litigation — and offered his

lawyer’s contact information.

In an email Attorney William Decker
said it is unfortunate that incorrect words,
terms, phrases and unjustified accusations
were made against Hehn during the Board
of Commissioners meeting.

Even though the NCSG said red-line
versions of documents are not public re-
cords, Decker said “requesting public re-
cords is a process.”

“Hehn’s request was done according to
the requirements of the law and followed
the rules exactly as prescribed by the stat-
utes. There was no ‘Tlawsuit’ filed and Josh
Ward as the Town Manager was an appropti-
ate recipient of the original request, because
he is considered, one of several ‘custodians
of records,” he said.

However, Attorney Decker said when
the request for the documents was denied,
Hehn, as required by the public records law,
had to apply for “Voluntary Mediation.”

Decker said the public records law
requires this application to be processed
through the court system — probably be-
cause “Mediation” is already a part of all
cases filed in Superior Court.

“So, this application is a standard court
document that is filed with the court and
that application had to be served on the per-
son who denied the request,” he said.

He said Ward, the mayor, and others,
refused to participate in the Voluntary Me-
diation and at that point, Hehn could have
filed a lawsuit.

“However, to avoid the Town from in-
curring unnecessary legal expenses, Hehn
asked us to address this directly with Cow-
ard,” said Decker. “As such, we wrote a com-
prehensive letter confirming that. Hehn fol-
lowed the rules and the documents he was
requesting constituted ‘public documents’
that were required to be produced.”

Decker said at the April 7 closed meet-
ing, the people who originally objected to
producing the documents, and those who
accused Hehn of harassing Ward through
filing a “lawsuit” against him, reversed po-
sition and agreed the documents were re-
quired to be produced.

“We have been told they will be sent to
our office. To date we have not received any
documents,” said Decker. “To date, we are
not aware of any apology from anyone who
made the baseless and inflammatory accusa-
tions against Mr. Hehn.”

Hehn says he wants the red-line docu-
ments associated with the Hotwire contract
even though it has been signed, because he
foresees problem on the horizon, and he
wants to be prepared.

— Kim Lewicki



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
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349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com
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Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Chambers Rca@_
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Highlands is calling

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
T info@highlandsiscalling.com
k.com/CRVRHig iscalli

p
1ttps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals
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MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the
home you've always wanted.

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448
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Reebes

Hardware

MITZI

BERKSHIRE HA;-I AWAY =)

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

RAUERS
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Top 15% of
Brokers on

Q,

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

PAM NELLIS
BROKEK

CELL: o2e-Ta7-18%S3

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable

PAMELANFLLISEEVAHOO . COM

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

personalized service

Licensed in NC and GA

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com
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PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 « HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HIGHLANDS OFMICT
235 MAIN STRERT » BIRSI0. 0000
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REAL ESTATE FIRM ONTHE PLATEAU

CARL ROMBERG
BROKER-IN-CHARGE

CELL: 678-936-9309
CARL@LANDMARKRG.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET - 828-526-4663

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

Open for
7 days a
week
| 11a-3:30p

e T | &
291 M | 5:30-til?
V. Wi megourmet.com

DAVID SALES VOLUME N
L V RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO
Taste the difference, Always fresh.
BOCK $1M
‘ >4 ‘ AVERAGE SALES PRICE oy -
\&‘ B U I L D E R S 114 N. 4th Street | 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive DIN”:.G30RPOOM

(828)526.8300 | (828)526.4104

WWW. BockBunders com 828-526-2240

The path to continued success is often across the street.

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE

We’ve Joined

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty

-!II *‘ .-'.
=\ g%

Ha

Stop by for coffee & conversation.

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PAT GLEESON
(828) 782.0472

BEE GLEESON
(404) 307.1415

Highlands

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

Ion Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Fri.-Tues. for dinner

www.ontheverandah.com

M“CULLEYS

CASHMERE

B A
EL@ | Scotland’s Best Knitwear
: L
-~ ;%*m Open 7 days a week
e 526-4407
(48 242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




