
FREE Every Thursday

Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.comVolume 19, Number 31  Thurs., Aug. 4 2022 

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

•Inside This Issue•
Mayor on Duty .................. 					   2
Weather............................... 					   2 
Investing at 4,118 Ft.......... 		 		   4
Dining................................. 				  6-7
Letters.................................. 				     7
Obituaries........................... 		 	     8

Events.................................. 				  12
Spiritually Speaking........... 				  18
Police & Fire Reports........ 				  19
Service Directory............... 				  20
Classifieds........................... 				  21

• See CONTEST page 16 • See FHS page 10

• See PLANNING page 19

Bear Shadow launches 
nationwide poster contest

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Submitted
Highlands Festivals Inc., the 

organization that produces the an-
nual Bear Shadow music festival 
held in Highlands, NC, is launch-
ing a nationwide search for a de-

signer to create the festival lineup 
poster for the 3rd Annual Bear 
Shadow music festival, to be held 
in April 2023. 

The winning artist will receive 

Hotwire 
lights up 

Highlands
Submitted

As one of  the nation’s larg-
est Fiber-to-the-Home provid-
ers, Hotwire Communications 
is excited about its partnership 
with the Town of  Highlands to 
bring the power of  100% fiber 
to residents and businesses in the 
region. 

As an industry leader ex-
panding its presence, Hotwire 
offers a full suite of  telecommu-
nications services and custom-
ized fiber optic solutions – Fision 
Internet, Fision TV, Fision Voice, 
and Fision Security and Automa-
tion.

Hotwire Communications 
is deploying a fully strategized 
emerging market approach, going 
wherever the service demand is. 
And right now that’s Highlands.

“Hotwire has leased the fi-
ber optic network from the town 

• See HOTWIRE page 10

HF&R Open House is Sat., Aug. 6

The Annual Highlands Fire & Rescue Open House is at the fire station 
on Oak Street from 11a to 2p this Saturday. There will be free hotdogs 
and drinks and firetruck rides. Donations accepted.

By Brittney Lofthouse
With the support of  the board 

of  education, the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners unani-
mously voted on July 26 to move 
forward with plans to build a new 
high school facility on the current 
campus of  Franklin High. 

The vote gives County Man-
ager Derek Roland the authority to 
enter into contract negotiations for 
schematic designs for building a 
completely new high school. 

To renovate the high school, 
LS3P, the architectural firm hired to 
develop the design plans, estimated 
a project cost of  $111,059,378, 
while the cost for an entirely new 
facility would be $118,420,233. 

Mitch Brigulio with Daven-
port and Associates presented a 
comprehensive look at the county’s 
financial standing and funding op-
tions moving forward with plans 
to build a new high school facility 
on the existing campus at Franklin 
High School. 

Based on current estimates 
with available revenues, Brigulio 

New Franklin HS may 
hinge on Nov. election

said the county has several fund-
ing options ranging from a 5-10 
cent property tax increase based 
on funding sources and timelines. 

The first brick school build-
ing for a high school was con-
structed in 1910 on a lot between 
the present Franklin High School 
and the gym. The school was de-
stroyed in a fire in 1919. A tem-
porary wooden frame building 
was used until 1923 when a new 
high school was constructed. The 
Franklin High School building 
that stands today was built in the 
1950s to replace the 1923 build-
ing. At 70 years old, the current 
building has had substantial is-
sues over the last decade, with the 
school board and county commis-
sion pouring money annually to 
keep the school operational. 

LS3P evaluated every pro-
gram and building at Franklin 
High School and analyzed the 
current and future needs of  the 
school. With a comprehensive 
needs assessment completed, 

In a surprise move Tuesday 
night, the 5-member Planning 
Board voted unanimously to not 
recommend the two proposed 
STR-related ordinances presented 
by the Town Board.

Instead, in a 4-1 vote, mem-

bers agreed to tweak their original 
proposal which was the subject 
of  the Feb. 24 public hearing but 
scrapped by the Town Board. 
Wendell Willard voted no.

The Planning Board is down 
to five members because both 

Brad Armstrong and Rick Treva-
than resigned Monday, Aug. 1.

Armstrong said he is manag-
ing a health issue that has gotten 
worse over the past several months 
and he has also scaled back other 

Planning Board rejects town’s ordinances
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I have complied with the Save 
Highlands attorney’s public 
document request. All my 

emails concerning STRs have 
been sent to Derek Allen.  There 
may be a few I have overlooked 
or missed, but I have made a 
good faith effort to fully comply 
with the request. Also, I included 
a disclosure statement concern-
ing the conversions, or lack 
thereof, I have had with people 
in the community that Allen demanded, 
including individual conversations with 
members of  the planning board and the 
neighborhood coalition.

I have nothing to hide.  As an elected 
official I discuss a plethora of  issues with 
citizens. I view these interactions as a part 
of  my duties.  Many people ask that I keep 
their statements on certain concerns out 
of  the public discussion. Nevertheless, 
they want their mayor to know how they 
feel about certain issues. I have always 
honored those requests not in the spirit of  
concealment, but rather in respecting the 
privacy of  citizens. It is analogous to the 
concept of  the secret ballot. Everyone has 
the right to cast a ballot in a voting booth. 

The booth becomes a private space 
while the voter is marking his or 
her ballot. They place their vote 
into the ballot box, and the voter 
doesn’t have to tell anyone how 
they voted.  

So I hope the people who ex-
pressed their opinion, regardless 
of  their views, will be given the 
same considerations in this legal 
situation.  I understand the open 
records process and know what I 

have said and written are public records. I 
also respect that some citizens may feel un-
comfortable having their views aired in the 
public arena.  Hopefully, this current situa-
tion does not have a lasting chilling effect on 
public discourse between town elected offi-
cials and residents.

I stand by what I have said in the past.  
While I might evolve and adjust my position 
about a critical issue as more information 
comes forth, I try to be thoughtful and clear 
in my public statements, such as what I write 
in this column each week.  

On the STR issue I have consistently 
taken the position that the town should regu-
late, register and restrict STRs.  I have based 
my actions on these three concepts. Yes, 
the courts have ruled that blanket, across 
the board registration is prohibited by state 
statue.  

On the other hand, there is the legal is-
sue as to whether a municipality can require 
zoning permits.  That issue may be settled 
in the courts, as possibly other contentious 
STRs issues such as restricting them to spe-
cific zones, etc.

I am all too aware that there has been 
some very heated rhetoric over STRs. There 
are many nuances, conflicts and conditions 
for any proposed plan.  The debate intensity 
is understandable given the board decision 
could impact many people.  Some specific 
statements that have been spoken in pubic 
are unfortunate and disturbing.  Among dif-
ferent stakeholder groups there can be ex-
treme differences without labeling or deni-
grating specific groups of  people.  We are 
better than that as a caring community.

We are all exhausted over the STR is-
sue, whether for or against them.  I hope we 
will be able to emerge as a united community 
once a resolution to this issue occurs.  

Circumnavigating the ins and outs of STRS
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August 28summertime 
SUNDAY SUPPER

at THE FARM 

With Chef Cole Ellis of Delta Meat Market in Cleveland, MS  
& Chef Rob McDaniel of Helen in Birmingham, AL  

|  Live Music

Highlands, NC

book online

OldEdwardsInn.com
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.• 
When a second home becomes a permanent residence

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

As homeowners adapt to post-Covid 
work, it is still easier than ever to 
live full-time wherever you want 

and particularly in vacation properties and 
locations once viewed as seasonal retreats. 

Demand is surging for real estate in 
second-home markets, as buyers seek year-
round residences that are safe with lots of  
recreational activities.  As agents, it’s our 
job to help clients appreciate that there 
are many other reasons for purchasing real 
estate on the Highlands/Cashiers Plateau 
besides using it solely for a second home.

Luxury buyers are choosing to move 
away from their primary residences in ma-
jor cities to discover the lifestyle of  which 
they’ve always dreamed. People are even 
more inclined when they know others are 
doing the same thing. Clients are coming 
from markets that are not ordinary feeder 
markets, such as San Francisco, Boston, 
New York, Chicago, etc. 

Here are five factors to consider when 
deciding whether to make your second 
home your primary residence:

1. Visiting a resort is different from 

living in one. If  you have a 
vacation residence you only 
visit occasionally, it may very 
well be part of  a resort. And 
while that style of  living may 
offer superb amenities and 
convenience, homeowners 
quickly discover they need 
more privacy when they live 
there on a more permanent 
basis. There are many private 
country clubs in the area that 
have resort amenities but also 
offer estate lots with private 
residences.

2. Learn what the local 
community offers to determine if  you will 
be engaged and fulfilled year-round. Fortu-
nately, this area has so many cultural activi-
ties for such a small mountain community 
that one can be active for 12 months a year. 
From all of  the outdoor activities such as 
hiking, fishing, golf, croquet, swimming, 
tennis, pickle ball, rafting and just plain re-
laxing, there is a plethora of  organizations 
to meaningfully participate. 

3. Decide if  the weather 
is adaptable year-round. For 
the most part, this area is 
very temperate with cooler 
temperatures in the sum-
mer than the rest of  the 
Southeast and warmer win-
ter weather than most other 
mountain areas. An apt de-
scription of  the Plateau is 
“Crossroads of  the Natural 
Worlds” where the Arctic 
air meets the tropic air off-
setting any extreme weather 
patterns.

4. Start meeting people 
right away during your home search process. 
Talk to people at the grocery store, the cof-
fee shop, the art galleries and retail stores. 
No one is transferred here for their jobs, so 
everyone chooses this area for personal rea-
sons and are anxious to tell you how they 
found this special spot on the planet and 
why they elect to stay.

5. Secondary markets are not as far 
away from family and friends as one might 

think. For buyers young and old, one of  
the biggest concerns moving to their sec-
ond home full-time is the fear of  separa-
tion from family and friends. When you are 
a drive away, chances are that you will have 
more quality time visits from your family 
and friends than ever before. You will be 
living the dream in a place that most peo-
ple can only dream about living. The sizzle 
of  being on permanent vacation provides 
a much sought-after lifestyle. 

Many of  buyers in this area are seri-
ously considering declaring the Highlands/
Cashiers Plateau their permanent home. 
This will only enrich the fabric of  our com-
munity and assist in stimulating the local 
economy 12 months a year. To all of  our 
new homeowners in the area, welcome! We 
are eager to share this paradise with you!

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands and 
Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty celebrating 
their 22nd year covering the entire Highlands/Ca-
shiers Plateau with 36 experienced brokers leading 
sales in luxury real estate as the Number One firm 
on the local MLS. Call them today to help you 
with buying or selling at 828.526.4104.

HOMES          HOTELSnot
Short-term Rentals take a toll on all of us.   

They put stress on our police and fire departments, our Town sanitation, 
water and electrical service personnel, our hospital, and our 

infrastructure. They decrease availablity and affordability of housing for 
residents and negatively affect our environment and  

overall quality of life.  

The explosion of STRs in our residential neighborhoods by  
out-of-state investors has reached the breaking point. 

That’s why so many other towns all across the country have banned 
them in order to preserve single-family neighborhoods.  

It’s the right thing to do.

Stay Strong Highlands.
STAND UP FOR OUR RESIDENTS!

HOME 
FOR 

SALE

REDUCED! 

MAKE OFFER!!

STR NEXT DOOR! 
Sleeps 12!

STRs ON THIS 
STREET!!!!

83 5
LEARN MORE - JOIN US!

HighlandsNeighborhoodCoalition.com
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Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, 
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond 

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

488 Main Street, Highlands, NC

The Woodcrest (rendering above left) is the first home in a new community to be 
built on the corner of 1st and Oak streets by Futral Construction and Sanctuary 
Developers. JIM WEINBERG, Creative Director for Sanctuary Developers as well as 
founder and principal of JIM WEINBERG LIFESTYLES, has put his award-winning touch 
on these homes; they will exude the best of mountain modern design, embrace 
the mountain lifestyle, and the desire for upscale living. The homes 
being planned for Sanctuary on First epitomize the 
developers’ goal of making sure that the homeowner 
feels cocooned, protected, and pampered in their 
own home. Contact us today to learn more about this 
exceptional development.

THE RIDGECREST
MLS# 99179 | $4,995,000

THE WOODCREST MLS# 
98918 | $4,995,000

In Due
Diligence
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•Highlands Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& inside Dining

for Dinner

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
6 days a week
(closed Wednesdays)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

Dinner 4:30-9:30p 
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30---o:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Preparing an of the good things on those days! 
493 Dillard Road 

828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 4, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Open
for our 38th Season!

•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 8p for Music in the Park!

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Now delivering to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

•Letters• 
Dear Editor,

There is a verse in the Bible: 
“Everything has its season.” Perhaps our season in 

Highlands is over.
I am 79, travel is difficult, but I love the place.
My favorite is Church in the Wildwood, so unique, not 

like the big cold stone edifice at home. 
We have visited other places in NC, none of  them have 

the charm of  Highlands.
Where else can you go on Friday night to Kilwins and 

listen to live music?
Into my heart an air that kills
From yon far country blows:

What are those blue remembered hills,
What spires, what farms are those?

That is the land of  lost content,
I see it shining plain,

The happy highways where I went
And cannot come again.

– A Shropshire Lad, XLA. E. Housman (https://poets.
org/poet/e-housman) - 1859-1936

Bob Heider
20+ year Highlands’ STRer

No more Highlands?

Dear Editor,
It’s not just the STRs that disturb our peace. I have a 

slum in front of  me with a local Realtor landlord. The po-
lice just simply look the other way. I called the police about 
loud music, and the police simply drove by, didn’t even stop 
to ask them to turn it down.

I, like everyone else, just want peace and quiet, so this 
really goes deeper than what it really is….

Karen Reese
Highlands

Dear Editor,
A local Realtor rents a practically unlivable home to 

long-term renters on the street above us in town that is hor-
rifying. 

They have junk all over the yard, play loud music, have 
aggressive dogs, and do not have an approved trash can (so 
trash gets strewn all over our lot) and the town does not 
enforce the need for the trash can. I would take short-term 
renters where the home looked nice and well maintained 
any day of  the week! 

We would be lucky if  this was a short-term rental as it 
would have to be 1000% better than what we put up with…

Leslie Dyke
Highlands

STRs aren’t the problem

STRs are better than bad 
long-term neighbors

Dear Editor, 
I am continuously amazed and baffled by people who 

are drawn to vote Republican because they want LESS gov-

Less government or more?

• See LETTERS page 8
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...LETTERS continued from page 7

Under North Carolina case law, a negative 
covenant prohibiting business and commercial 

uses of property, does not bar short-term 
residential vacation rentals.

– UNC School of Government

“Neither [the] financial benefit nor the 
advertisement of the property or the remittance 
of a lodging tax transforms the nature of the use 

of the property from residential to commercial.”
– Russell v. Donaldson, 222 N.C. App. 702

WE ARE FAMILIES, NOT CORPORATIONS.
SUPPORT SAVE HIGHLANDS

SAVEHIGHLANDS.COM

ernment in their lives.  In recent 
years, the Republican govern-
ment has intruded in peoples’ 
lives more and more.

True, the Democrats want 
to spend money to offer support 
for the poor including, health 
care, housing assistance, food 
security when such fundamen-
tal needs cannot be met. But the 
Republican platform intrudes 
control and regulation into a 
family’s life in ways that are ex-
tremely significant.

If  a woman gets pregnant 

and for whatever reason believes 
she cannot be an adequate parent, 
the Republican lawmakers assume 
they should tell her what she must 
or must not do about that!  How 
is that LESS government intrusion 
into one’s private life? 

The Democrat party attempts 
to make it easier to vote, with mail-
in ballots and more availability 
of  polling sites.  The Republican 
party supports limiting access to 
easy voting and registering to vote.  
How is that LESS interference in 
the personal process of  selecting 

appropriate representation?
The Republicans support 

legislation that censors and regu-
lates who one chooses to love and 
marry, or how one experiences 
their own personal gender identity.  
How is that LESS government in-
trusion into one’s private life?

Maybe I am missing some-
thing extremely significant, but it 
seems Republicans argue against 
government interference in peo-
ple’s lives, yet they seem to advo-
cate for just the opposite!

Carole Light 
Scaly Mountain

•Obituaries•

James Arthur 
McCall, Jr, 73 of  
Highlands passed 
away July 12, 2022. 
H e  w a s  b o r n 
September 25, 1948 
in Walhal la ,  SC 
to the late James 
A r t h u r  M c C a l l 
and Myrtle Louise 
Gibson. James was a 
Private in the Army 
and served in the 
Vietnam War. He 
was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal with 
V Device for Valor. James enjoyed 
bass fishing, making jewelry, and 
listening to rock and roll. 

James is survived by two sons; 
Herbert McCall and James McCall; 
one daughter, Malena Hamilton; 
seven g randchi ldren,  Tyler 
McCall, Kobe McCall, Brendan 
Hamilton, Kristen Jackson, Marlee 
Hamilton, Hayley Hamilton, and 
Aubrey Hamilton; three great 
grandchildren, Carter Jackson, 

James Arthur McCall
Leighton Jackson 
a n d  W i l l i a m 
Jackson;  a sister, 
M a r i e  S ch u l z ; 
a brother, John 
Elber t  McCal l ; 
nephews, Willie 
H e a t h ,  J a m e s 
H e a t h ,  J o h n 
McCa l l ,  Le roy 
Smith and John 
N i x ;  n i e c e s , 
Marsha McCall, 
Sandra Copeland, 
Isabell Cartwright, 
Christina Davis 

and Jannette Nix, 
In addition to his parents 

James is preceded in death by his 
wife; Patricia McCall; two sisters, 
Elenor Nell Heath and Mildred 
Louise Barnett. 

A private service will be held 
at a later date in Florida. 

Br yant  Grant  Funera l 
Home and Crematory is serving 
the McCall  family.  Online 
condolences can be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Evelyn “Tim” Craine Pick-
lesimer, 74, of  Highlands, passed 
away on Friday, July 29, 2022.

Born in Rabun County, GA, 
she was the daughter of  the late 
Phil and Carrie Isabell Henry 
Craine. In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in death 
by eight siblings, Albert “Dick” 
Craine, Lena Dendy, Lawrence 
“Chuck” Craine, Marie McCoy, 
Ethel Ramey, Pete Craine, Richard 
Craine, and Katherine Craine. Mrs. 
Picklesimer was a member of  the 
Blue Valley Baptist Church. “Tim” 
as she was affectionately known 
loved fishing, hunting, being out-
doors, working in her flowers and 
garden, and reading. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of  55 years, Radford Pick-
lesimer of  Highlands; two sons, 
Archie Picklesimer of  Albemarle, 
NC, and Dwain Picklesimer (Jill) 
of  Franklin, NC; two grandchil-
dren, Corey Picklesimer (Teresa) 
of  Franklin, and Erin Picklesimer 

of  Franklin; and one great grand-
son, Hayden Lee Picklesimer of  
Franklin. She is also survived by 
one brother, Ernest Craine of  
Clayton, GA; one sister, Mary 
McCoy of  Walhalla, SC; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was 
on Wednesday, August 3, at 
the Highlands Memorial Park. 
Rev. Oliver Rice and Rev. Davis 
Hooper will officiate.

Pallbearers were Radford 
Picklesimer, Dwain Picklesimer, 
Corey Picklesimer, Austin Ramey, 
Lee Ramey, JR Dendy, and Dal-
ton Gray. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials 
can be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

Online condolences can be 
left at www.maconfuneralhome.
com

Macon Funeral Home 
washandling the arrangements.

Evelyn ‘Tim’ Craine Picklesimer
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1701 Cherokee Mountain Trail Murphy, 
NC 28906 | $469,000 | MLS #100356 Taylor 

Gremli | 828-644-4002

115 Dam Lake Drive
Dillard, GA 30537 | $1,950,000 | MLS #100468 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the Carolinas. 
Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with a real estate company with 

comprehensive market coverage, strong regional roots and global connections. 

®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.

With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable force in real 
estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and world-class connections, the 

firm’s recent partnership with Allen Tate Realtors has only strengthened our ability to serve our clients.
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

465 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

...HOTWIRE continued from page 1

In Memory of
Katherine Christi

A past resident of the Mirror Lake 
area;

An artist and potter who was part of 
Studio One in Highlands, 

who passed away this past year.
– Jerry Ames and Friends

in order to offer their high speed broadband 
connectivity to residents and businesses,” 
said Mayor Pat Taylor. “While there have 

been start up challenges, it is gratifying to 
see a new business, like Hotwire, provid-
ing their services to the Highlands market 
area.”

Via newspapaer ads and a mailer sent 
to residents in the area Hotwire said it is 
receiving good communication from folks 
both online through the website and by 
phone, 

“We have more than 50 orders in the 
system in process to be installed in the next 
45-60 days, and a bulk property currently 
being installed,” said Kelsey Hennigan, re-
gional director of  marketing. 

If  you are interested in learning more 
about Hotwire Communications in High-
lands, please visit www.hotwirehighlands.
com for more information. Or call the lo-
cal Hotwire is 833.986.1570

LS3P then compared the feasibility of  ac-
complishing the set goals and priorities 
through renovating existing buildings on 
the campus vs. building an entirely new fa-
cility. 

LS3P’s cost analysis for a new facility 
was based on a site concept of  building a 
new three-story building on the location of  
the current practice football field. The pro-
posal also addresses issues with the Frank-
lin High School Football Stadium by shift-

ing the field to the north and raising the field 
by five feet. A retention pond would also be 
installed to address the drainage issues that 
have caused flooding damage to the football 
field and adjacent parking lot. 

The design places an emphasis on safe-
ty. The current Franklin High School cam-
pus has 100 entry points around the campus, 
making securing the facility virtually impos-
sible. The proposed site concept would have 
one single entry point. 

As of  right now, the only thing that has 
been approved by the county is to allow the 
planning process to move forward. No ac-
tion has been taken to actually build a new 
high school in Franklin at this time. 

The ultimate future of  a new Frank-
lin High School building could potentially 
be decided during the November Election 
— as the Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners could potentially get three new 
board members, who may support the 
county’s current path forward with the high 
school. Likewise, the Board of  Education 
also stands to potentially get two new board 

members as well. 
Macon County Commissioner Jim 

Tate is not running for re-election, leaving 
his District 1 seat up for grabs between Re-
publican candidate John Shearl and unaf-
filiated candidate Jerry Moore. 

For the county’s District 2 seat, both 
incumbents, Ronnie Beale (Democrat) and 
Gary Shields (Republican) are running for 
re-election, but face challengers in Danny 
Antoine (Republican) and Betty Cloer Wal-
lace (Democrat). Out of  the four candi-
dates that will appear on the ballot, only the 

...FHS continued from page 1

• See FHS page 14
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our August concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Concert Series

VISITHIGHLANDSNC.COM

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.

Showcasing traditional moun-
tain music and local talent

Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

AUGUST 5
Kettle

 
AUGUST 12

Ol’Dirty Bathtub
 

AUGUST 19
The Foreign Landers

 
AUGUST 26

Silly Ridge Trio

AUGUST 6
Jesse Barry & The Jam

 
AUGUST 20

Peggy & Paula
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NEW Rec Pool Schedule:
• Public Swim: Mon.-Thurs. 11a-7p; 

Fri. & Sat. 11a-6p; Sunday 1-6p 828-526-
1595.

Sundays
• Church in the Wildwood’s hymn 

sing is at the Highlands United Methodist 
Church on Main Street in the Old Fellow-
ship Hall instead of the Horsecove loca-
tion. Come sing your favorite hymns from 
7-8 pm. Enter from Main Street. Ques-
tions? Call Les Scott at 828-200-9532.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want to return to 
school or further their education meets 
at 10 a.m. More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

Thursdays
• At Hudson Library, Family Story-

time at 10:40a. For more information 
about any of these summer activities, 
contact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031. 

•Highlands Area Events• 
• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 

3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM, na-
ture, and craft activities.For more informa-
tion about any of these summer activities, 
contact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10:15-

11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Meth-

odist Church on Spring Street is open 
from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal 

Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body workout 
for every muscle 

• New Mobility Class with Anna Nor-
ton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm 
and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more infor-
mation, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a.
1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 pm 

at the Hudson Library. 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim 

for strong, lean muscles using light weights, 
body weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. 

Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch with Au-

tumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin 

from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 

at 5:30. A combination class with different 
types of exercise.

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhila-

rating and fun mix of martial arts for a 
calorie-burning workout.

Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts in Town 

Square on Main Street. 6-8:30 p.m. Bring 
chairs. 

Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H Found-

ers Park on Pine Street. 6-8:30 p.m. Bring 
chairs, blankets and a picnic. 

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The 
Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main Street in their Community 
Room/ 909 Chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9AM and hold our monthly meeting at 
10AM We invite ALL Veterans to attend. 
Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander for 
any information @828-787-1660.

Aug. 3-5
• At The Bascom, Realism vs Abstrac-

tion in Landscape with Chris Groves,  10 
am – 4 pm. For more information go to 
thebascom.org.

Fri., Aug. 5
• At Hudson Library in Highlands,  

Waynesville author Nancy East at 2p to talk 
about her new book Chasing the Smokies 
Moon: An audacious 948-mile hike—fueled 
by love, loss, laughter, and lunacy. Books will 
be available for purchase and signing at this 
free event. 

Sat., Aug. 6
• Annual Highlands Fire & Rescue 

Open House from 11a to 2p. Hotdogs and 
firetruck rides.

Sat., Aug. 6
• Nancy Lichtman Art Trunk Show 

at Acorns 10a to 5p. Nancy’s oil paintings 
feature horses, dogs, and rural landscapes.
(828) 787-1877.

Aug. 10-12
• At The Bascom, Painting Flowers in 

Oil with Pat Fiorello, 10 am – 4 pm 
Wed., Aug. 10
• The Nonnative Invasive Plant Man-

agement (CNIPM) has invited the well-
known plant conservationist Heather 
Alley from the State Botanical Garden 
of Georgia to conduct a free workshop 
on Wednesdayfrom 1:30-3:00 p.m. at the 
Community Building, 869 North Fourth 
Street, Highlands, NC. The lecture: “Exotic 
Invasive Plants in the Blue Ridge:  What We 
Stand to Lose.” Register for this free event 
at the Highlands Biological Station website: 
https://highlandsbiological.org/cnipm/.

Thurs., Aug. 11
• At The Bascom at 5 pm Exhibitions 

Reception (Like No Other Place and 
Members Challenge:  Place) | FREE. For 
more information go to thebascom.org

Aug.12 - Sept. 4
• The Mountain Theatre Company 

presents Sentimental Journey, a WWII 
Music Revue at The Playhouse on Oak 
Street. Wednesday - Saturday @ 7:30p 
and Saturday & Sunday @ 2p. For tickets 
go to www.mountaintheatre.com. 

Fri. - Sun., Aug. 12 - 14
• Elizabeth Lock Trunk Show at 

Acorns 10a to 5p. All pieces are indi-
vidually designed by her and completely 
handmade in 19K gold using coins from 
Greece, Rome, and forgotten empires, as 
well as luminous pearls from the South 
Seas.(828) 787-1877.

Fri., Aug.12
• At The Bascom at 5pm The Ballet 

of Place, performance by Ballet Memphis 
(ticketed event presented by The Bascom 
and Highlands Performing Arts Center)
For more information go to thebascom.
org.

Sat., Aug. 13
• At The Bascom, at 1pm The Ballet 

of Place, performance by Ballet Memphis 
(free to the entire community, with spe-
cial encouragement for young people to 
attend, first-come, first-served seating, 
presented by The Bascom and Highlands 
Performing Arts Center) | FREE. For more 
information go to thebascom.org.

Wed., Aug. 17
• Mirror Lake Improvement Asso-

ciation annual meeting at the Community 
Building at 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 17-19
• At The Bascom, Realism vs Abstrac-

tion in Landscape with Chris Groves (Ses-
sion 2),10 am – 4 pm. For more informa-
tion go to thebascom.org.

Fri. - Sun., Aug. 19-21
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Pop Up Pipers!
Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage  

 
Listen for the call of the Highlands Bagpipers as 

they perform from a different location the first Saturday 

of each month through October.   
This Month’s Performance:  

Highlander Mountain House, 270 Main Street 

Saturday, August 6

4:30 – 5 p.m. 

Performances are made possible by the
 Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.  

828-526-2112

 VISITHIGHLANDSNC.COM

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 37th year in Highlands

July July 
SALESALE

25% OFF 
Cleaning and 

Repairs

• At The Bascom, Places 
We Go Clay Workshop with 
Kim Bernadas, 9 am – 4 pm. For 
more information go to thebas-
com.org.

• Michael Hofman Trunk 
Show at Acorns. Creations us-
ing lace and quality porcelain 
clay have  a defined elegance and 
lightness.

Sat., Aug. 20
• Highlands Emergency 

Council Fundraiser from 12-
3pm in KH Founders Park fea-
turing the Lisa Boone Band. 
There will be faffles, and a silent 
auction. Hot Dogs with fixings 
for $5 per plate.

• At The Bascom, Philip and 
Matt Moulthrop, The Moulthrop 
Family Turns Wood into a Re-
fined Artform presentation, at 
4pm. | FREE. For more informa-
tion go to thebascom.org.

Aug. 24-26
• At  The Bascom, Painting 

an Alla Prima Portrait in Oil with 

Marc Chatov, , 10 am – 4 pm. For 
more information go to thebas-
com.org. For more information 
go to thebascom.org.

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 25-28
• The Highlands Cashiers 

Players present “Nightwatch” 
7:30 p.m. Thursday-Saturday and 
2:30 p.m. on Sunday. For tickets 
call 828-526-8084.

Sat-Sun, Aug. 27 & 28
• Highlands Mountaintop 

Rotary Art & Craft Show will be 
held in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park 
on Pine Street from 10a to 5p. At-
tendance is free, dogs are allowed, 
and food will be available. For info 
contact coordinator Cynthia 
Strain at (828) 318-9430 or visit: 
www.mountaintopshow.com

Sun., Aug. 28
• Sunday Supper at OEI’s The 

Farm with Chef Cole Ellis of Delta 
Meat Market in Cleveland, MS and 
Chef Rob McDaniel of Helen in 
Birmingham. Book at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/chefdinners

•Highlands Events• 

NOTICE of the 
ANNUAL 

MIRROR LAKE 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

MEETING
at the

Highlands Community 
Building

Wed., August 17 
at 

5:30PM
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...FHS continued from page 10

Old Edwards
ROOFTOP TERRACE
NOW OPEN
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Church Street, Highlands
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Exotic Invasive Plants in the Blue Ridge: 
What we stand to lose

By Ran Shaffner
It has long been 

appreciated that the 
southern Blue Ridge 
is the “Crown Jewel” 
of  biodiversity in 
North America and 
that the Highlands-
Cashiers Plateau and 
escarpment area rank 
among the wettest, 
wildest, and most di-
verse ecosystems on the continent. It’s no 
wonder that students and professional and 
amateur botanists and other scientists have 
studied this area for hundreds of  years, not 
only admiring the beauty of  these moun-
tains but learning about the rarities that pre-
vail here.  

With this statement in mind the Coali-
tion for Nonnative Invasive Plant Manage-
ment (CNIPM) has invited the well-known 
plant conservationist Heather Alley from 
the State Botanical Garden of  Georgia to 
conduct a free workshop on Wednesday, 
August 10, from 1:30 p.m. until 3p.m. at the 
Community Building, 869 North Fourth 
Street, Highlands, NC. The lecture: “Exotic 
Invasive Plants in the Blue Ridge:  What We 
Stand to Lose.”  According to Alley, inva-
sive plants are among the top five causes of  
biodiversity decline during the present era 
of  extinction. The Highlands area is particu-
larly vulnerable as one of  the great biodiver-
sity hot-spots of  North America. The good 
news is that there is a lot left to save and 
what we plant in our landscapes can make 
a difference.

Her lecture will be followed by op-
tional tours of  two gardens planted pri-

marily with native 
plants as examples 
of  what can be ac-
complished in beau-
tifying landscapes 
using native plants. 
Garden locations 
and instructions will 
be announced at the 
lecture.  

When Dr. Gary 
Krupnick, of  the 

Plant Conservation for the Museum of  
Natural History was asked, “Are there any 
invasive plants that have actually improved 
U.S. ecosystems?” his response was short, 
but precise:  “No, since invasive species are 
by definition species that threaten the na-
tive ecosystem. Anytime a nonnative spe-
cies is introduced in an ecosystem, there 
is a risk that the newcomer will replace lo-
cal systems by attacking or out-competing 
them. The best approach is to avoid intro-
ducing them altogether.”

CNIPM is a coalition of  seven con-
servations partners in the Highlands area, 
including Highlands Biological Station, 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, Highlands 
Audubon Society, Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway, Highlands Historical Society, Town 
of  Highlands, and the Land Stewards of  
the Highlands Plateau, a conservation arm 
of  the Laurel Garden Club, and is commit-
ted to education and community service 
and controlling invasive plants on the Pla-
teau.

Register for this free event at the High-
lands Biological Station website: https://
highlandsbiological.org/cnipm/.

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

top two will be elected to the commission. 
Both Beale and Shields have been vo-

cal supporters of  building a new high school 
and continued voicing their support during 
the July 26 meeting. 

With the project’s future potentially be-
ing impacted by the election, each candidate 
was asked their stance on a new Franklin 
High School facility and how it should be 
funded. 

Likewise, Macon County Board of  Ed-
ucation member Carol Arnold who has filed 
for re-election spoke in support of  the new 
high school facility and made the motion on 
behalf  of  the school board to move forward 
with the project. Incumbent Tommy Cabe 

who is also running for re-election was 
not at the July 26 meeting, however he has 
been a vocal support of  the project, previ-
ously voting in favor of  requesting com-
missioners to build the new facility. 

School board candidates Danny Reit-
meier, Stephanie Laseter, Diedre Breeden, 
and Bill Handley all attended the July 26 
meeting and were asked their stance. 

Despite multiple emails, social media 
messages, phone calls, and text messages, 
neither Danny Antoine or John Shearl 
responded to questions regarding their 
stance, however, all other candidates for 
Macon County Board of  Commission-

• See FHS page 15



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 4, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

...FHS continued from page 14

• See FHS page 17

Brazilian Cowhides

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each Class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters ..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029

...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

Think Croquet
Think White

Think ...
Nancy’s Fancys & 

the Exchange!

St. Croix • Ballin • Pantherella • Scott 
Barber • Torino • Gitman • Krazy Larry 

• Lisette • Blue Bayou • Lior

For Her:
Skirts, Skorts, Shorts and Pants

For Him:
Jackets, Knit Shirts, Cut & Sewn Shirts, 

Long Pants and Shorts

WE MOVED to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

ers and Macon County Board of  
Education provided their input. 

If  you were on the board last night 
— how would you have voted based on 
the information that was presented?

Macon County Board of  
Commissioner Responses: 

Jerry Moore: “If  I was sit-
ting on the Macon County Com-
mission Board on Tuesday night, 
I would have voted in the af-
firmative to move forward with 
securing a contract for services 
to start the process of  building a 
new Franklin High School. LS3P 
presented a convincing case for 
building a new high school, by 
addressing safety issues to energy 
efficiency and the overall unsatis-
factory state of  the current struc-
tures that make up Franklin High 
School.”

Betty Cloer Wallace: “The 
horse left the barn when the 
commissioners voted earlier to 
build on the current parcel, and I 
would have voted NO for this in-
adequate project every time it has 
been presented because it is way 
too small for a comprehensive 

high school. Their nonsensical 
plan to rebuild there will ensure 
that we are stuck with a little toy 
high school for the next century. 
The site is 20.4 acres, but a com-
prehensive high school should be 
at least 50 acres with easy ingress 
and egress. The current cramped 
campus will never be adequate for 
what we need and should build 
for our children; and the prior 
decisions of  our commissioners 
should not have taken us down 
this unfortunate path.”

Board of  Education Can-
didate Responses:

Stephanie Laseter: “The 
presentations from the architect 
firm LS3P and financial advisor 
Davenport were excellent. The 
motion on the table was to pro-
ceed with the recommendation 
provided by LS3P. This recom-
mendation was based on their 
comprehensive facility assess-
ment that identified space needs, 
safety and security issues, traffic 
flow, proper drainage and costs of  
renovating existing buildings as-is.
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OPEN 10AM - 4PM 
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY 

�a@ 
m ® lTil O ful11'� GTI@l3 

MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908
• Uniform Exhibit 

 THROUGH OCTOBER 

www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

...CONTEST
 continued from 
page 1

Put Your 
Best Face Forward! 

Call 
Center 

for 
Plastic 

Surgery 
828-526-3783
209 Hospital Dr. Ste 202 Highlands, NC 

Looking 
good 
and 

living 
easy!

24 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC
828 369-7300

DIVA’s 
on MAIN

Ladies 
Boutique

a $1,000 cash prize, four tickets to 
attend the 2023 Bear Shadow fes-
tival weekend and booth space to 
sell their artwork throughout the 
event.

Interested candidates should 
visit https://bearshadownc.com/
poster-contest for guidelines and 
information on how to enter the 
contest. Entries will be accept-
ed beginning Monday, Aug. 15 
through Thursday, Sept. 15.

“The festival lineup poster 
is such an important promo-
tional and commemorative ele-
ment of  live music festivals, and 
Bear Shadow is no exception. We 
have been fortunate to partner 
with amazing designers to create 
iconic posters incorporating spe-
cial symbols from the Highlands 
area and the amazing talent that 
has been part of  our first two 
events,” said Casey Reid, Festival 
Director and Founding Partner 
of  Eleven Events. “Now, we are 
excited to cast a national call for 
artists who would love to share 
their talents with us to design the 
festival lineup poster and have the 
opportunity to showcase more of  
their work at our third annual Bear 
Shadow event. We are looking for-
ward to seeing what we anticipate 
will be creative pieces of  art and 
awarding a lucky winner with the 
honor of  putting their personal 
stamp on our 3rd Annual Bear 
Shadow music festival.”

The winning design will be 
used to promote the 2023 Bear 
Shadow festival – a three-day 
celebration of  music, mountains 
and revelry with live music perfor-
mances and fine food and bever-
ages held near Highlands every 
spring.

The music lineup for the 
2023 Bear Shadow music festival 
will be announced in November. 

For contest rules, visit 
https://bearshadownc.com/post-
er-contest.
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Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s 

International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

23 Flagstone Road, Cashiers, NC
1.73 acres   •  MLS # L99197

 Asking $1,000,000

Building On A LegacyBuilding On A Legacy

I would have voted in favor of  pro-
ceeding with the recommendation by LS3P 
to begin construction and demolition in the 
three phases that were outlined.”

Danny Reitmeier: “I would have 
voted to approve the recommendation and 
move forward with the next step of  the 
process. This project is long overdue and 
based on the information that was pro-
vided, I feel that would have been the best 
course of  action.”

Bill Handley: “yes.” 
Diedre Breeden: “I would have voted 

in support of  moving forward as well, the 
presentation was very well done. Having 
teams of  people working on the projects 
who have experience in handling jobs of  
that specific nature, which definitely seems 
to be the case here with LS3P Architect 
Firm, is essential in predicting and proac-
tively addressing future issues and avoiding 
“value engineering,” which often results in 
costing more in the long run.”

Do you support the potential for an ad va-
lorem tax increase to fund the proposed project?

Moore: “Increasing the ad valorem 
tax should be the last option but it will like-
ly need to be increased slightly, even if  the 
voters approve the ¼ percent sales tax in-
crease. The Commission will need to care-
fully review the final project to ensure we 
are building the most cost-effective build-
ing without sacrificing quality and planning 
for the future.”

Wallace: “No, not for this inadequate 
project as presented.”

Board of  Education Candidate Re-
sponses:

Stephanie Laseter: “I’d prefer we 
support the sales tax referendum. However, 
as presented by the financial advisor, Ma-
con County is currently well situated to take 
on some financial risk in the form of  debt 
based on an outstanding credit rating, the 
fund balance that we currently hold.”

Danny Reitmeier: “I don’t think we 
need to increase the ad valorem tax until we 
have exhausted all other options. I believe 
we should wait to see if  the grant we have 
applied for is awarded to us and also see the 
outcome of  the proposed sales tax increase 
on the ballot in November. I want this proj-
ect to go forward, but I also want to be as 
fair to our citizens as possible.”

Bill Handley: “yes.” 
Diedre Breeden: “I support people 

taking the time to research what these po-
tential tax increases will look like for them 
individually, making informed decisions 
about what they feel would be best for 
their families, and vocalizing their opinions. 

These tax increases have the potential to 
do a lot to help fund projects that would 
be beneficial for all of  our community, but 
I also know many get nervous when they 
hear talk of  raising taxes, particularly now.”

One considerable factor in the overall 
project cost and impact it would have on 
property taxes in North Carolina will be 
decided in November when Macon County 
residents cast their ballots on an education 
specific sales tax referendum. 

Do you support a quarter-cent sales tax in-
crease, which will appear on the November ballot, 
to help cover the cost of  educational needs in Macon 
County?

Moore: “I am in complete support 
of  the ¼ percent sales tax increase, with 
all proceeds going to educational needs in 
Macon County. Macon County enjoys a 
significant amount of  visitor spending each 
year, allowing this ¼ percent increase to 
be shared by a large number of  individuals 
and not just full-time residents of  Macon 
County.”

Wallace: “Yes, if  it is clearly designat-
ed for education and does not displace any 
other funds.”

Laseter: “Absolutely. We’re technically 
already pulling this 1/4 cent in many sales, 
but not using it locally. Let’s vote to keep 
those pennies here in Macon County! We’re 
talking about 25 cents for every $100 pur-
chase. I would happily give that for school 
improvements and see this as the first op-
tion as opposed to the ad valorem increase.”

Reitmeier: “I do support the 1/4 cent 
sales tax increase that will be on the ballot 
in November, provided that it is earmarked 
for educational purposes. That allows our 
county to generate money from everyone 
(locals, tourists, vacationers) that makes any 
purchases in our county. It is a minor in-
crease that can help tremendously.”

Handley: “Yes.” 
Breeden: “This approach allows us 

to benefit from anyone spending money 
in our county, and doesn’t rely solely on 
property owners, with a potential benefit 
of  bringing back upwards of  2 million dol-
lars to our county. Bringing more money 
to our county does impact our schools in 
more ways than some may realize, because 
of  how our school system is funded. There 
are state, local and federal funding sources 
for our schools, with the state supplying 
the bulk for operating costs. People think 
state funds the people and the county cov-
ers brick and mortar, but it’s not quite that 
simple. State funding falls short in provid-
ing enough to cover the salaries of  teachers 
and staff  we have in Macon County, so a 

portion of  the funds the county allocates to 
the school system does have to cover those 
personnel costs in addition to maintenance 
and improvement of  our schools.”

Although Shearl and Antoine did not 
respond to interview questions for this arti-
cle, they did provide the following responses 
during the primary election regarding the 
quarter cent sales tax referendum: 

Do you support the sales tax refer-
endum that will be placed on the ballot 
in November?

Antoine: “I am not for raising taxes 

when, at our current tax rate, we are not 
properly allocating the taxes currently col-
lected. If  the choice were between a sales 
tax vs. an ad valorem tax, I would choose 
sales tax because at least the pass-through 
traffic can help cushion this tax. Ad valorem 
property tax would only hit our citizens. I 
will also say, being that we are maintaining 
approximately $32 million in savings, I think 
we should consider the potential use of  
those funds rather than placing the burden 
of  heavier taxes on the citizens.”

Shearl: “NO!!!”

...FHS continued from page 15
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•Spiritually Speaking•
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. 9:30a; Sat. 4p; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Curtis Fussell
Co-pastor
First Presbyterian Church

A man was driving along an isolated road one night 
when his car suddenly stopped running. He was 
stranded. Fortunately, the lights of  another car ap-

proached, pulled alongside, and stopped. 
After exchanging pleasantries, the other motorist said, 

“You’re fortunate that I have a chain with me to pull to a 
garage.” Promptly, he towed the disabled car several miles 
to the nearest garage. It was truly a blessing. 

The driver of  the disabled car tried to give money to 
the man who had towed his car, but the man refused it. 

The driver then said, “Well, I must in some way return 
your kindness.” 

The other motorist replied, “If  you really want to 
show your gratitude, buy a chain and always carry it in your 
car.”

In this case, gratitude means being actively prepared 
for trouble, rather than passively expecting someone to 
rescue you. This kind of  gratitude represents two basic ap-
proaches to life: the prepared way, and the unprepared way. 

In our relationship with God one can also be either 
prepared, or unprepared. The difference in this relation-
ship shows up in the manner of  our prayers.

One kind of  praying expresses an unprepared life. It 
treats God as a passing motorist. In the journey of  life, you 
merrily go along until trouble comes. Then, stuck on the 
side of  life’s road, you pray, “Lord, rescue me! Get me out 
of  this situation. Lord, get me out of  this mess.” So, God 
is merely the trouble-shooter.

The other kind of  praying expresses a prepared life. In 
this case God is like a chain if  I may put it that way. When 
troubles come there is not the panic of  being unprepared, 
but God who is there to grasp hold of  you and pull you 
to forward. 

Prayer in these cases say, “Lord, I will trust in you and 
take comfort and assurance. I know that even now you are 
here with me making a way through this valley. I can wait 
to worry.” 

There are two ways to “drive” spiritually through life: 
in an unprepared way that treats God as an emergency res-
cuer; or in prepared way that knows the presence of  God 
on good days and difficult days. Trust me; the prepared 
way, the active way with God brings deep gratitude and 
peace.

Drive 
actively 

with God



•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 4, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 19

Highlands Police entries from July 
6. Only the names of persons arrested, 
issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used. 

July 6
• At 11:15 a.m., officers responded to a 

call for service from a person reporting miss-
ing property from their vehicle parked on 
Main Street.

July 19
• At 8:45 a.m., officers responded to a re-

port of a breaking and entering with larceny at 
a construction site on Holt Circle where more 
than $1,400 of tools were taken.

July 26
• At 9:22 a.m., officers responded to a re-

port of larceny from Farmers Market where 
cigarettes were taken. 

• At 9:34 a.m., Parker Davis Spackman, 24, 
of Powder Springs, GA, was arrested for lar-
ceny from a merchant. 

July 28
• At 11 a.m., officers responded to a re-

port of a breaking and entering and larceny at 
AnnaWear where a display case was broken 
into and items valued at $160 removed. 

July 29
• At 8 a.m., officers responded to a two-

vehicle accident in a parking area on Carolina 
Way.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from July 26.

July 26
• At 8:04 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to Forest Trail.
July 27
• At 10:08 a.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance on Oak Street.
• At 2:24 p.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance on Flat Mountain Road.
July 28
• At 1:48 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Horse Cove Road.
• At 7:27 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Half Mile Drive.
• At 8:39 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Skyline Lodge Road.
• At 11:25 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Hickory Drive.
July 29
• At 1:29 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Skyline Lodge Road.
• At 2:43 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a location on Main Street.
• At 6:01 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers at the Hospital.
July 30
• At 9:34 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

Co2 alarm at a residence on Lower Cliff Road.
• At 5:52 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on N. Big Bear Pen 
Road.

• At 7:52 p.m., the dept. provided mutual 
aid to Cashiers Fire Department.

July 31
• At 4:55 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on NC 106.
Note:
The Annual Highlands Fire & Rescue Open 

House is at the fire station on Oak Street from 
11a to 2p this Saturday, Aug. 6. There will be 
free hotdogs and drinks and fire truck rides. 
Donations accepted.

• See PLANNING BOARD page 22

...PLANNING BOARD continued from page 1

Open Every Day
9625 Dillard Road

Scaly Mountain, NC 
828-360-3533

HighlandsAerialPark.com

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �­
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volunteer commitments in town.
At the July 25 Planning Board meeting, 

Trevathan said in light of  all the time and 
effort the board put into the ordinance last 
time, the Town Board’s actions toward the 
Planning Board’s work was offensive.

The mayor thanked Armstrong and 
Trevathan for their service. “Citizen service 
is critical to the function of  local govern-
ment, and these two individuals have been 
outstanding planning board members.” 

Town Planner Michael Mathis said he 
won’t seek new members until the STR is-
sue is settled.

“I don’t want someone to come in the 
middle of  this,” he said.

Town Attorney Jay Coward attended 
the meeting via zoom and answered several 
questions put forth by members.

According to Coward, whole house 
rentals in residential districts is not a com-
mercial activity; that amortization is based 
on billboards and though the amortization 

of  STRs has never been tested in the courts, 
the town’s new STR attorneys from Poyner 
and Spruill, who lost the Wilmington case, 
believe it could stand.

He also said the Wilmington case didn’t 
address amortization.

“There was no green light or red light 
regarding that,” he said.

Chris Wilkes suggested that the town 
was seeking to establish a precedent in the 
state for the amortization of  STRs and 
Coward said that was a distinct possibility.

Wilkes said in all the cities he has re-
searched – Charleston, New Orleans and 
others – STRs work because ordinances are 
enforced and fines are levied.

“I understand the dangers of  a town 
that does nothing, but enforcement is how 
it works. I don’t know what the town is plan-
ning on spending to fight for this amortiza-
tion precedent versus what it would cost to 
hire more enforcement personnel. If  that’s 



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

RICARDO MORALES

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

HELP WANTED
Hostess Position

Come join a fun, dedicated staff.
Great Pay!

Call Jacque at 828-526-3807
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• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

RICARDO MORALES

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
Personal service and integrity

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

•Classifieds•

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

FOR SALE
4 RAD POWER ELECTRIC BIKES in great 

condition For Sale. $1,300 each call 864-373-4022 for info 
and pics. (7/28)

LOTS OF GOLF PUTTERS FOR $35 A 
PIECE. Three John Ruthven Dog Prints - The Golden 
Retreiver, Black Lab and Springer Spaniel. Call 828-526-
3799.  (st. 7/21)

CLOTHES DRYER - LG Sensor Dry HE w/True 
Steam Option. In brand new, excellent condition, white 
w/stainless steel drum. Asking $350. Please call (828) 482-
2380. (st. 7/14)

DR BRUSH MOWER. $750. Small Shredder $50. 
Call 828-526-3647. (st. 6/30) 

SUNBEAM TIGER – Classic ‘65 Sunbeam Tiger V8 
convertible with hardtop. Come see in Highlands. 386-
562-1976. (st. 6/2)

FOR RENT
COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE. 1BR, 1BA, 

Fully furnished. No Pets. In Franklin, close to town. Ide-
al rental for vacation, permanent or corporate traveler. 
$1,200 month plus utilities. Sarah Miller. 770-757-7500. 
(st. 8/4)

2 BED/2BATH HOME. – Ten minute walk to 
town. Rent by month -- August, September, October and 
November.  1 or 2 people, no smoking, no pets. Seasonal 
rates. Flexible terms possible and priced accordingly. Pic-
tures upon request.  828-200-0488 (st. 7/28)

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF HIGHLANDS IS ACCEPT-

ING APPLICATIONS FOR A POLICE OFFICER 
at the Highlands Police Department. Applicants must have 
a high school diploma/GED or greater, must have com-
pleted basic law enforcement training and possess a BLET 

“Following Jesus makes your life better AND 
makes you better at life!”

Come join us for Sunday morning small group.

LIVE STREAM 
with

Andy Stanley 
at 9a.m.

For more information: 404-307-1415 (Bee)

certificate, a NC driver’s license, and have completed 
requirements established by the NC Justice Training and 
Standards Commission for certified law enforcement of-
ficers. Salary $37,356.80 - $56,076.80 based on experi-
ence. Must be able to work a rotating shift, this includes 
days, nights and weekends. Please submit a Town of High-
lands application to the HR Director, Emilie Nickerson, 
at Town Hall or email emilie.nickerson@highlandsnc.org. 
Open Until filled. The Town of Highlands is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (7/28)

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS CIVIC CENTER 
ATTENDANT JOB AD - The Town of Highlands has 
an opening for Civic Center Attendant through the Rec 
Park. This is a set schedule of Monday – Friday 1:30 p.m. 
– 9:30 p.m. This employee is responsible for closing the 
Civic Center and providing services to the public such 
as; customer service, receiving monies, scheduling meet-
ing rooms for civic events, community club meetings or 
other gatherings. Work includes creating rental contracts, 
well as taking the money for the rentals. The employee 
is also responsible for maintaining the cleanliness of the 
facility and grounds and that it is free of safety hazards. 
This is a full time job with benefits including health insur-
ance, dental and state retirement. The pay range starts 
at $15.00/hr. Applications are available at Town Hall or 
on-line at http://www.highlandsnc.org. The Town of High-
lands is an Equal Opportunity Employer. (7/28)

PART TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT – The Bas-
com M-F 10 am - 2pm $16-$20 / hour depending on 
experience This position provides general administrative 
support to the development function of The Bascom, and 
includes handling daily correspondence with donors, in-
cluding producing gift acknowledgments and solicitation 
mailings, as well as daily updating of our constituent data 
base (Bloomerang). This position also handles inquiries 
from our constituents, providing prompt, thorough and 
accurate information. The full job posting can be found at 
TheBascom.org Please submit, via email, resume and cov-
er letter to: Karin Peterson, Executive Director kpeter-
son@thebascom.org (st. 7/21)

THE DRY SINK IS HIRING! We have a position 
receiving merchandise, opening boxes and pricing mer-
chandise. Great for a self starter or someone who is an 
independent worker! Perfect for someone seeking part 
time work or can be a full time job. Pop in for an applica-
tion at 450 Main Street, or email Sam at shays@thedry-
sink.com. (st. 7/21) 

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILDER 
IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS AREA looking for 
project superintendent to manage multiple sites and 
subcontractors. Please send resume to: JW Underwood 
Construction LLC , P.O. Box 147, Highlands NC 29741. 
Or email: john@jwunderwoodconstruction.com (st. 
6/30) 

SUMMIT CHARTER SCHOOL IS HIRING 
FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: Business 
Officer, Exceptional Children Teacher, School Counselor 
Please visit www.summitschool.org/careers or call 828-
743-5755 for more information or to apply. (st. 6/30)

Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center
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Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

DOMESTIC IRONING – Needed In Highlands. 
Pick up and return when finished. Call Dottie Butler at 
941-735-8996. Leave message. (st. 6/19)

MCCULLEY’S IN HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS is seeking full- and part-time help. Inquire at 
828-200-0928. (st. 6/9) 

SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS DELI IS 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT and is hiring full 
and part time staff for the season. Competitive starting 
wage, great tips, and reasonable hours (not too early, not 
too late). Pick up an application in store at 115 S. 4th 
Street or apply on Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 5/19)

WOLFGANG’S BISTRO is looking for full-time 
prep and line cook and waitstaff. Evenings only. Call Jacque 
at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. (st. 2/17)

HIGHLANDS INN - Now hiring Guest service 
representatives for all shifts, all days. Part time or Full-
time. We are flexible. Email Resume to : sales@highland-
sinnlodge.com, stop by for an application or give us a call 
at 828-526-5899. (st. 4/14)

COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGHLANDS 
is seeking additional therapists. Looking for a place 
where you can build or add to your private practice, 
provide mental health care to those in need, and be 
part of a counseling center that is dedicated to the be-
havioral health needs of all members of the community 
regardless of ability to pay? Our Center is looking for 
licensed therapists who share this mission and YOU may 
be one. If you are interested – or just want to learn more 
about the Center – let us know by sending an introduc-
tory email with your resume to info@counseling-center.
org. We look forward to hearing from you. REQUIRE-
MENTS: Master’s Degree or higher in counseling, psy-
chology or related field; Licensed in North Carolina in 
related discipline/s; Must have a minimum of 2 years of 

experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativity, and a spirit of 
collaboration; Along with full-pay, willing to see clients-
in-need at a reduced fee; Counseling Center will reim-
burse the difference between reduced fee up to $75. 
PREFERRED: Strong Clinical skills, including areas of as-
sessment; diagnosis; crisis & case management; Indepen-
dent decision-making skills; Experience and desire to lead 
workshops and/or groups as outreach to the Highlands 
community CRITICAL NEED FOR THE AREA: Specialty 
in Substance Abuse; Bi-lingual (Spanish & English)(st. 4/7)

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY has full and part-
time positions open for a Certified Pharmacy Techni-
cian and a clerk/merchandiser. No nights, no Sundays, 
and great co-workers. Pay and benefits determined by 
position, qualifications, & experience. Apply in person or 
contact Sherry Sims 828-526-2366. (st. 4/7)

CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED IN CASHIERS, 
NC. A church is interested in hiring a capable pianist as 
worship leader, immediately. High hourly pay. Respond 
to Molly @ 828-507-5153 or christanglicancashiers@
yahoo.com 

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an Up-
scale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking for Med Aides, 
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff. You may apply in 
person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindab-
tiff@aol.com. 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE – By Owners. 3.2 acres. $50,000. 

Call 828-342-4911 or 828-526-2289 (st. 5/26)
SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic, 

Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/

Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (st. 8/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free estimates. 
Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or text James of Going 
Gone at 828-421-2655. (4/28)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated 
to my clients. Stop paying agency prices and call me. 
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & 
FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris re-
moval, pressure washing. Call 828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

...PLANNING BOARD 
continued from 19
the case, it’s not smart in the long run because there is still 
no plan.”

Nick McCall said amortizing billboard use was a lot 
different than amortizing a housing use because the initial 
investment is not comparable – that of  a billboard invest-
ment is pennies compared to a house -- so the suggested 
timeframe of  two years, to recoup the investment doesn’t 
make sense.

Vice Chair Helene Siegel was concerned about level-
ing the playing field – acknowledging vested property rights 
and allowing others to get into the game -- but said no one 
will like everything and will likely feel penalized in some 
way.

She initially suggested tweaking their original recom-
mendation to allow STRs in R1 and R2 with a minimum 
stay of  14 days.

That motion died 3-2. Whatley, Wilkes and McCall 
voted against the motion. 

Chairman Darren Whatley said he can’t reconcile the 
fact that people made investments when told they could do 
something and suddenly, they can’t.

“We have to consider all the people and not just what 
our personal opinion is,” he said. “We have to compromise 
instead of  all or nothing.”

In the end, the board agreed 4-1 to tweak its original 
ordinance and allow STRs in R1 and R2 for a minimum 
of  seven consecutive days with the same renter and to give 
current STR owners one year to settle current contracts 
which may be less than seven days.

A majority of  four was required to pass a motion due 
to the now 5-member board.

Willard reminded the board that the Town Board 
doesn’t have to accept their recommendation.

The board will meet again Tuesday, Aug. 9 to go over 
their amended version at 5:30 p.m. in the Community 
Building.

– Kim Lewicki



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com
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6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 6 
days a 
week
(closed 

Wednesdays)
11a-3:30p &

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

Highlands Sotheby's
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

BEE GLEESON 

(404) 307.1415

PAT GLEESON 

(828) 782.0472

Service that's as 
elevated as your 
standards. 
Nothing compares. 

100
���

AGENTS IN THE USA
per Real Trends

1
������

1
������

BROKER
IN NORTH CAROLINA
2021, 2020, 2017, 2016 
per Real Trends����������������

������������������

Jody
Lovell
For being recognized by the 2022 
Real Trends & 
The Thousand rankings, 
as advertised in 
the Wall Street Journal.

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty
c (828) 226.6303

TOP PRODUCING 
BROKER 
Highlands - Cashiers 
MLS since 2001


