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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

• See TREE page 15• See HELPING page 18

The Highlands Christmas Parade is Saturday, Dec. 3 at its new time 10:30 a.m. to noon. The route is along 
Main Street and will include marching bands, llamas and camels, creative floats and – of course – Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. After the parade, there is a booksigning at Shakespeare & Co. in Village Sqauare on Oak and 5th 
streets with The Dickens & Christie Cozy Mystery Series author Kathy Penn from 12:30-3:30p.  At 2 p.m. it’s 
the annual Christmas Carol Sing at Highlands First Presbyterian Church. Photo by Kim Lewicki

Highlands Christmas Parade is Sat., Dec. 1 on Main St.

By Brittney Lofthouse
Ruby the Red Spruce from 

the Pisgah National Forest has 
been delivered to the U.S. Capi-
tol, decorated with thousands of  
ornaments hand made by North 
Carolinians.

Hailing from the mountains 
of  North Carolina, Ruby the Red 
Spruce from the Pisgah National 
Forest standing 78 feet tall will 
adorn the U.S. Capitol grounds 
this holiday season as the 2022 
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree. The 
tree’s nickname “Ruby” is short-
ened from the red spruce’s scien-
tific name, Picea rubens.

Also known as the People’s 

U.S. Capitol 
Christmas 
Tree came 
from area’s 
Pisgah Nat’l 

ForestBy Kristin Fox
With numerous families in 

Western North Carolina falling 
below the poverty line, Christ-
mas can be a tough time of  year 
for many. Fortunately, the people 
of  Western North Carolina are 
known for their kindness and car-
ing hearts especially at this time of  
year. 

For those who need extra 
help during the holiday season, 
the communities’ generosity in 
Macon, and Jackson counties can 
be seen in the many opportuni-
ties available during the Christmas 
season.  

The following are just some 
of  the local organizations in Ma-
con and Jackson county that offer 
programs to help those in need 

If helping 
others is 

on your list 
this year ...

The firehouse, grubbing and leases ...
With a temporary Certificate 

of  Occupancy in hand, the High-
lands Fire & Rescue Department 
is now allowed to begin the move-
in process at the new firehouse at 
Main and Oak streets.

The Town Board and press 
got to tour the building Nov. 17, 
and though empty, it’s clear the 
structure and its accoutrements will 
see the Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Department well into the future. 

Every scenario has been consid-
ered both for the upkeep of  the 
building, the equipment and the 
comfort and safety of  the crew.

There are 14 bays which will 
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The trout are back in Har-
ris Lake. The North Car-
olina Wildlife Resources 

Commission has restarted their 
winter pond stocking program. 
As a result, Harris Lake has sev-
eral hundred trout for the public 
to harvest.

The popular program was 
started several years ago. The 
floods on the Pigeon River the 
summer before last damaged the 
state hatchery so there were no 
trout available for stocking this past year. 
But this year the hatchery had a surplus 
of  fish so the popular winter program is 
back. The winter stocking makes room in 
the hatchery for new trout for the upcom-
ing season.

The rules for catching the trout are 
pretty simple. Adults have to have a North 
Carolina fishing license. Any bait, live and 
artificial can be used. The limit per fisher-
man is 7 fish a day. Any size trout can be 
harvested. Catch and release rules do not 
apply for this program. All fish need to be 
harvested before spring because rising lake 
temperatures will not support trout

So, take your children, grandchildren 
and friends and go fishing right here in 

town. Please be a good sports-
man and remove any trash such 
as bait cans and snack materials 
after fishing.

My favorite way of  cook-
ing trout is to stuff  a whole trout 
with onions and other herbs and 
bake it. Fried and smoked trout 
are great, too.

I want to thank the owner 
of  the lake, Terry Potts, for his 
cooperation with the Wildlife 
Resources folks. Also, normally 

Harris Lake is catch and release. So, if  you 
do happen to catch a fish that is not trout, 
please release it.

Let me also update everyone about 
trash collection for Christmas. The town 
picks up trash on all holidays except 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Our holiday 
collection schedule goes well beyond what 
most trash collection operations do. Since 
Christmas is on Sunday this year, there will 
be no interruption of  residential collec-
tion. Commercial collection will stop for 
the Christmas weekend.

Please remember to place all garbage 
and foodstuff  in plastic bags and place 
them in bear resistant containers. Thrash 
container cannot be over filled to where 
the lid can’t be closed. We all need to work 
together to keep Highlands beautiful dur-
ing this special time of  the year.

The Christmas season has become 
one of  the most populated and busiest 
times in Highlands. Our electrical usage 
spikes to its highest point during this pe-
riod. Please be cognizant of  electrical us-
age during this period. It used to be that 
the number of  people in Highlands in De-
cember was at a yearly low, but now that is 
just the opposite.

With so many people in town, every-
one needs to be mindful of  careful driving 
and posted speed limits. Our police will be 
patrolling for speeders and dangerous or 
impaired drivers. We all want to keep the 
town safe during the holidays.

Finally, I want to thank the cham-
ber of  commerce for organizing a won-
derful town and Christmas Tree lighting 
this past Saturday evening. I also want to 
thank all the town employees who worked 

• See MAYOR page 12

Let’s go fishing!
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At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn

Winter Specials

Limited to one guest room per night. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount. 
*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. January 2 - March 30, 2023. Excludes holidays. 

We Locals

Sunday - Thursday  |  January - March 2023

b o o k  t o d a y   |   c a l l  8 6 6 . 5 2 6 . 8 0 0 8

Acorns

25% Off Your Entire  
Purchase at Acorns*

Fitness Center

$20 Fitness and  
Yoga Classes

Old edwards inn & spa

Stay at Old Edwards Inn 
from $195 per night 

madison’s restaurant

Hotel Guests Enjoy a Glass 
of Complimentary 

Champagne with Dinner

Half-mile farm

Stay at Half-Mile Farm  
from $165 per night



Land For 
Sale 

Downtown Highlands 4-acres divisible into 6 lotsNext to Highlands School 
$695,000 

WilsonRoadHNC.com 
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•Ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

Discovering new authors is always a treat

It’s been a good week for 
reading—two authors I 
haven’t tried before and 

two strong heroines I want to 
get to know better. First up is 
Ashley Weaver’s Electra Mc-
Donnell series. It’s not often 
that I spend time during the 
day reading, but when I dis-
covered this new-to-me British 
mystery series, I found my-
self  reading a few pages every 
chance I had. The heroine is 
enchanting; the plot is clever, 
and the story is set in England. 
I couldn’t ask for more. 

A Peculiar Combination
It’s London during WWII, and Elec-

tra McDonnell is an intelligent, witty, savvy 
woman who holds her own with the men 
who want to treat her like--well--like a wom-
an who needs protecting, a woman who may 
not “understand” what’s going on. Wrong! 
She won’t stand for it. She’s feisty, speaks her 
mind, and never fails to surprise the men in 
charge with her intelligence and resourceful-
ness. 

Described as a “delightful mystery 
filled with spies, murder, romance, and wit,” 
it was a book I couldn’t put down. Read it 
for the intrigue, for the hints of  romance, 
and for the humor sprinkled throughout. 
Though the mystery is satisfactorily solved 
by the end of  the book, you’ll be eager to 
dive into Book II in the series to see how the 
relationships evolve and what fresh assign-
ment Major Ramsey will involve Electra in. 
I’ve already added “The Key to Deceit” to 
my TBR list.

Checking to see what else Ashley Weav-
er had written led me to her seven-book 
Amory Ames series set in 1930s England. 
This review of  “Murder at Brightwell,” 
shortlisted for an Edgar award, tells me that 
I’ve stumbled on yet another author who will 
rank up there with my favorites:

“Lovers of  Agatha Christie and Jacque-
line Winspear will enjoy this elegant murder 
mystery set on holiday at the English sea-
side. What starts out as a lark, intended to 
make Amory Ames’s misbehaving-but-oh-

so-delicious husband jealous, 
turns into a dangerous and 
deadly game of  whodunit for 
Amory and her friends. Love, 
jealousy, and revenge are tan-
gled together in this smart and 
sophisticated British mystery 
reminiscent of  the genre’s 
golden age.” ― October 2014 
Library Reads List

This next book isn’t set 
in England, my favorite locale, 
but it too has a strong heroine 
who can take care of  herself. 
I found it through one of  
the several Facebook readers’ 

groups I belong to. 
Flipped for Murder

What an entertaining mystery! Dare I 
say tasty? This book checks all my boxes. 
The plucky heroine, Robbie, is an accom-
plished chef  who opens a restaurant in 
small-town South Lick, Indiana. Stir in the 
vivid descriptions of  the countryside, the 
food, and the characters, and you have a de-
lectable read. 

Okay, I’m going with foodie descrip-
tions, here. The cherry on top, for me, is the 
fact that Robbie is an avid cyclist, as I was 
in my younger days. I’ve already download-
ed book two in the series, and I’m looking 
forward to getting to know Robbie and her 
friends even better.

Once again, I’m adding too many 
books to my TBR list, and I already have 
six library books on my desk, four of  which 
are only two-week checkouts. It’s times like 
these that make this Frank Zappa quote one 
of  my favorites: “So many books, so little 
time.” 

PS. Please stop by Shakespeare & Com-
pany on December 3 after the parade.  I’ll be 
signing books, and I’d love to see you there!

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries in 
Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts and 
at Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, and on 
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, 
and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/
KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

All About Books

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from 

everywhere ... on the street 
or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded 

every Thursday AM
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Tucked into a small, quiet neighborhood, just minutes from every-
thing Highlands has to offer, this immaculate home is perfectly po-
sitioned on a completely flat lot with plenty of land for family and 
pets to enjoy. The yard is professionally landscaped and includes an 
irrigation system and low voltage lighting. The car enthusiast will 
appreciate the four-car garage that could also become an artist’s 
studio or a hobby shop. The purchase price includes membership to 
Old Edwards Club. Furnishings may be purchased outside the sale 
of the home. Start 2023 off right with this fantastic home!

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

IN-TOWN HIGHLANDS 
MLS# TBD | $1,950,000

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

SOUTHEAST REGION

MIDWEST REGION

NORTHEAST 
REGION

WESTERN 
REGION

The numbers add up. 
So do the sales.
AS A SMALL FIRM,
BHHS MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
ranks SECOND in the Southeast region of the United States.*

AS A SMALL TEAM,
THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
ranks SECOND in North Carolina
and 15th in the ENTIRE United States.*
*As of September 30, 2022 in the BHHS global network of more than 55,000 agents.

Find out what we can do for you.

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS, | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS
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•Highlands Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p / Sat.: 9:30a-4p
CLOSED

Sunday - Tuesday 
493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!

•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 5p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

OPEN for Take-out 
ONLY

Lunch & Dinner
Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 

Closed Wednesdays

•Letter•
Memories of Michelle Bears 
on the Closing of The Toy 
Store, The Book Nook and

Bags on Main
Dear Michelle…Where to begin? You have been a dear 

friend for so many years. It has been a joy to work with you 
and Harry through the last ten years. I can’t begin to tell 
you how much I appreciate your caring, self-sacrifice and 
generosity, not only for myself, but everyone who comes in 
contact with you.

As owner of  The Toy Store you have made it an insti-
tution in Highlands that has brought fun and happiness to 
more than one generation. No one can replace your wel-
coming, bright hello and genuine pleasure when a customer 
walks in the door. You have created ongoing friendships 
with customers that will endure long after the doors close.

When I think of  you and The Toy Store, I can’t help 
but remember you in all the costumes and characters you 
have been from Snow White to Puff  the Magic Dragon for 
the Children’s Art Walk at the Nature Center. You have al-
ways been so willing to contribute to the community and 
generously sponsor every cause, large or small. I appreciate 
your support and donation to my niece, Nicki’s, fund raiser 
that took her on an amazing adventure to Turkey while in 
elementary school.

There was Tucker “the shop dog.” Such a sweet one! 
When things got a little overwhelming for him in The Toy 
Store, he would slip through the curtain to Bags on Main 
and go behind a display, lie down and go to sleep.

It amazes me, that you could keep so updated on so 
many different toys, games, puzzles, books and gadgets. 
Not only ordering all the hottest new items, but managing 
to keep up with and pay all those vendors! Some day you 
will look back on it and say “did I really do that?”

You opened the Book Nook when Cyrano’s Book 
Store closed and took on the challenge of  being updated 
on all the latest bestsellers as well as stocking books on his-
tory, local interest, local authors and more. Always willing to 
place special orders for those who wanted something spe-
cific, you delivered their orders quickly and efficiently. That 
was in your spare time!

Ten years ago you added Bags on Main and situated it 
in the former puzzle section of  The Toy Store. What cre-
ativity it took, to turn that space into a store full of  beautiful 
handbags and accessories. You called me in Louisiana and 
asked me to manage it and I am so grateful that you did. I 
have loved every minute of  it and working with you, Harry 
and all of  our wonderful customers. Thank you from the 
bottom of  my heart. I look forward to our new adventure at 
The Southern Way. I’m glad we will carry a little bit of  Bags 
on Main with us.

Here’s to you Michell Bears, your generous spirit, love 
of  Highlands and a future filled with new opportunities and 
happiness.

Janet Wilson
Manager

Bags on Main
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 

Realty Group.

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for 

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin, Lake Nantahala, 

Highlands, Cashiers and Lake Glenville

What a wonderful 
Thanksgiving our 
small town shared 

with so many from various 
parts of  our country! During 
the week I had the privilege 
of  meeting many visitors and 
members of  their families. 
One nice lady asked me what 
it is like to live in a town this 
small. So, I mulled it over and 
knowing that I have loved 
Highlands as a “local trans-
plant” for almost 30 years de-
cided to first define just what 
is a small town and secondly 
the characteristics that make a 
small town so special. 

Almost nothing is more idealized in 
the American imagination than small town, 
USA. Thirty percent of  Americans, when 
asked, would prefer to live in a small town. 
So, just what does that mean to the average 
American? Rather than headcounts, small 
towns are defined by such characteristics as 
a slower pace of  life, less traffic and conges-
tion, a safer environment, walkability, a close-
knit community with involvement including 
family-oriented events, and proximity to 
nature for exploring and green space that al-
lows fresh air to breathe. 

In my research, I was surprised to see 
these statistics specific to Highlands: 

1: In our 6.1 square miles the current 
population is 1,102. 

2: Our current rate of  growth since 
2020 is 2.80% 

3: The median age is 57.6 with 51.4 be-
ing males and 59.9 for females (this one did 
surprise me!) 

I can speak from personal experience 
that when my dear husband passed away, I 
felt such support from the entire community 
and knew they genuinely cared. Anyone who 
knew him loved him and he loved them back. 
He walked in a restaurant and within seconds 
they automatically brought his favorite wine. 
For dessert at Wolfgangs he loved the fro-
zen peanut butter pie but decided he liked it 
a little warm so the waitstaff  knew: “It’s for 

Dr. Pat so microwave for 10 
seconds!” When my grand 
dog passed away suddenly a 
few months ago, my daugh-
ter, Julie, and I felt such an 
outpouring of  love because 
the whole town loved Lucy 
and loved watching her stroll 
by in her pink stroller on the 
sidewalks on Main Street. 
Shop owners and restau-
rant workers would literally 
come outside to greet her. 
Many wept with us and were 
always there for support. 
And on the flip side I always 
do my best to help those in 
need who know I genuinely 

care about them. 
Watching the crowds gather for the 

tree lighting with kids in arms and some in 
strollers was heartwarming to say the least. 
I met one of  the cutest little girls ever who 
was about 3 years old. She was dressed to 
the nines in her cute little dress with black 
tights and little patent leather boots and a 
little purse to match! She was pleasant and 
engaging and so well-mannered. I com-
mented to her parents how adorable she 
was and sensed her interest in what was 
happening around her. They attributed it to 
the fact that she hasn’t ever watched tele-
vision and no cell phone is allowed to en-
tertain her. I thanked them for being such 
good parents and for dressing in an appro-
priate manner for a sophisticated town.  

With our small-town Christmas pa-
rades this Saturday in both Highlands and 
Cashiers we will not look like the Macy’s 
Day Parade but love and laughter will warm 
your heart and the spirit of  Christmas will 
enfold you.  

• Pat Allen is broker-in-charge of  Allen 
Tate/Pat Allen Realty Group in the downtown 
office at 295 Dillard Road. She is a Certified 
Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, consistent 
award-winner, and a top producer every year for 
her real estate career of  19 years. You may reach 
her at 828-200-9179 or email her at pat.allen@
allentate.com 

Small Town USA…Here We Are
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Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the Carolinas. 
Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with a real estate company with 

comprehensive market coverage, strong regional roots and global connections. 

®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.

With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable force in real 
estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and world-class connections, the 

firm’s recent partnership with Allen Tate Realtors has only strengthened our ability to serve our clients.

26 Nevray Lane 
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $895,000 | MLS #101179 

Holly Falls | 828-526-4525

18 Village Walk A
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,600,000 | MLS #101158 

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179

Highlands-Downtown, Main Office | 828.526.8784 Wildcat Office/Cashiers Road | 828.526.4525
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“Let Andrea Gabbard 
fine your perfect home.”

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateau 2020
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPERTY?
2.54 acres (2 lots + 4 BR home)

1415 Whiteside Mountain Road
Offered for $1,300,000

$649,000 MLS #101037 

WALK TO TOWN!

Contact Jeannie or Tucker Chambers • 828-526-3717 
www.highlandsiscalling.com

2 BR/2.5 bath townhome.
Designer furnished and move-in ready. Turnkey, Walk to town, Gas log fireplace, 

Covered porch with privacy screening

•Thank You• 

A big thank you to the sponsors of the Thanksgiving Food Boxes.
We at the Highlands Emergency Council would like to thank the sponsors for the 

Thanksgiving Food boxes that were given out; we served 31 families. Sponsors were:  
August Produce Inc. and TJ Bailey’s.  

Thank you again for your generous support. Without you and the community we 
could not do our mission.

Thanks for the Food Boxes

We would like to thank all the volunteers for the help with Gene Ramey’s  
Benefit.

We made $1, 600 dollars for this family.  We could not do this without the help 
of Kristy Lewis for preparing the Spaghetti Dinners and all the community support.

Thanks for helping at the Ramey Benefit
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Charming guest house is complete, and the larger home is well underway! Still time to pick your finishes and 
make modifications. The choice lot is the most desirable area of Mirror Lake and has a great mountain view! 
Sited on 2.3 acres privacy is assured while only a 5 minute drive to downtown Highlands. Quality finishes, 
high end appliances, large deck area with fireplace for chilly mornings and evenings.

Pat Allen | 828-200-9179
Julie Osborn | 828-200-6165

746 Hickory Hill Road, Highlands, NC 28741  |  MLS #100732
EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY IN MIRROR LAKE! REDUCED BY $1 MILLION!

OFFERED AT $2,750,000

8508 Buck Creek Road, Highlands, NC 28741  |  MLS #101183
A MAGICAL ESTATE PROPERTY LOCATED A FEW MILES TO DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS

OFFERED AT $2,400,000

Backs up to the Big Laurel area of the National Forest. The gated +/-8.82 acres of beautiful hardwoods, 
croquet lawn, a fenced area for horses, raised beds for perennials, asparagus and other veggies, and a large 
dahlia bed are a gardener’s delight! A stone terrace with outdoor fireplace for grilling on chilly nights is a 
special place near the spring fed water feature. This special property can be subdivided into a few lots!
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•On the Sunny Side•

Kenny Youmans

...MAYOR continued from page 2

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Christmas Parades in America

The very first Christmas 
Parade in the United 
States was in Peoria, 

Illinois. The year was 1887. 
Peoria was celebrating the 
completion of  a new bridge 
on the Illinois River. The pa-
rade consisted of  boats and 
derricks sailing down the riv-
er. Santa Claus was riding on a 
large barge.

In 1888, the parade was 
moved to downtown Peoria. 
Santa was riding in a cov-
ered wagon. This year will be 
the 135th consecutive year of  the Peoria 
Christmas Parade without missing one year. 
The Peoria parade persevered through the 
1929 stock market crash, blizzards, rain-
storms and even World War ll.

Chris Roberts never missed a Peoria 
parade as a young kid. It became a part of  
his life. In 1998, he surprised his college 
sweetheart by carrying a sign in the parade 
that said, “Kate, will you marry me?” She 
accepted his proposal as soon as she saw 
the sign. They have now been married 24 
years. They watch the parade every year at 
the corner of  Monroe and Hancock Street. 
This is where Kate accepted his proposal. 

Perhaps the most famous Christmas 
parade today is Macy’s in New York City. 
The first Macy’s parade was in 1924, and 
was started by their immigrant employees 
who wanted to give thanks for their lives 
in America. Today, hundreds of  Macy’s em-
ployees, friends and family of  employees all 
volunteer to make the parade what it is.

 The first Macy’s parade was based on 
featured floats of  famous children’s nurs-
ery rhymes. There were 4 floats. The floats 
included, “There was an Old Lady Who 
Lived in a Shoe, Three Men in a Tub, Little 
Miss Muffet and Santa’s Sleigh.”

Macy’s Parade draws thousands of  
spectators to New York City every year. 
The parade includes giant balloons, floats, 
clowns, marching bands, cheerleaders, 

many celebrities and animals 
borrowed from the Central 
Park Zoo. The giant balloons 
include Felix the Cat, Mickey 
Mouse and many more.

 The first Christmas 
parade in Highlands was in 
1986. It was inaugurated by 
the Highlands Merchant As-
sociation. It is a parade you 
don’t want to miss. There is 
everything from a live nativ-
ity, camels, other animals, a 
marching band, motorcycles, 
classic cars, tractors, the fa-

mous dancing ladies of  the Mountain Gar-
den Club and of  course Mrs. and Mr. Santa 
Claus.

 I was a Wise Man in the first High-
lands parade that included camels. My cam-
el was Omar. He was the largest of  the 3 
camels and he really wasn’t very friendly. He 
spit all over me. Somehow though, Omar 
and I bonded. He has since died. Omar is 
my all-time favorite camel.

Jane and I bought our first home in 
Highlands in 1998. One event we would 
never miss is the Highlands Christmas Pa-
rade. I believe my fondest memories of  this 
parade was when Buck Trott was mayor of  
Highlands. Buck was the Highlands Santa 
Claus. He would make double appear-
ances in the annual parade. He would lead 
the parade as mayor and then rush back 
to the end of  the parade, change into his 
Santa suit, and ride in a sleigh down Main 
Street at the end of  the parade. He devoted 
countless hours during the Christmas sea-
son visiting with children and community 
groups as Santa. I miss Buck Trott. He was 
a true American hero. He flew nearly 1200 
combat missions in the Vietnam conflict.

 The Highlands Christmas Parade this 
year is Saturday, December 3rd. It starts at 
10:30 AM.

 Let’s get there early. We don’t want to 
miss the famous dancing ladies!

on putting up the Christmas decorations 
throughout the town. And the Highlands 
Fire Department did a great job of  getting 
Santa Claus to the tree lighting.

I hope to see everyone on Saturday 

at 10:30 am at our holiday capstone event, 
the annual Christmas Parade on Main 
Street. I always look forward to seeing all 
the community organizations that are in 
the parade.
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P L A T I N U MP L A T I N U M
Mountain Findings

Fibber Magee’s Closet
T.J. Bailey

BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty
Highlands Motoring Foundation

Main Street Nursery
Marc & Elizabeth Edelheit

MC Carpentry LLC
Highland Hiker

Mark Rogers Grading

G O L DG O L D
Vince & Jackie Petrone

Silver Eagle
Faye Wurm, Broker

BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty
Steve Castellaw

S I L V E RS I L V E R
Brooks & Natasha Kittrell

Highlands Kids
Highlands Mountain Paws

Stoneyard 28
Allison Diane Clothing

Bryson Grading & Paving
Bryson’s Food Store

JW Underwood Construction LLC
First Citizens Bank

Stephen L. Lucas, CPA, PA
Arey Chiropractic & Acupuncture

Dyer & Jones PLLC Dentistry

Thanks to the generous support from the 
following donors to Highlands School PTO!

Highlands School PTO works together with the administration at Highlands School to provide financial and  
volunteer support to all students, teachers, and staff at every grade level. If you are looking for a way to give back 
to our very special community, please support Highlands School by being a tax deductible PTO sponsor. We are 
planning on expansions to in-class programs, providing new teaching aides and providing much needed support 
tools for our students. Thank you for your consideration. 

Please contact Natasha Kittrell, President for more information. Natashakittrell@gmail.com 

B R O N Z EB R O N Z E
Bryan Dearth & Katy Postell

Full Tilt Ltd
Creative Concepts

Louise Booth
Highlands Chamber of Commerce

Kelly & Cynthia Dendy
Miller’s Plumbing Service LLC

The Miller Family
Tatiana Popova

Ezra Zoellner
Old Rock Outdoors LLC

FA L L  F E S T I VA L  R A F F L E  S P O N S O R SFA L L  F E S T I VA L  R A F F L E  S P O N S O R S
Main Street Nursery

Wolfgang’s Restaurant
Fressers Courtyard Café

Reeve’s Hardware
The Toy Store 

Spinx
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Gift Sets Available!

Center for Plastic Surgery
828-526-3783 

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202
Highlands

•Obituaries•
Doris E. Bryson Hicks

Doris E. Bryson Hicks, 
88, of  Highlands, N. C. passed 
away Saturday, November 19, 
2022.  She was born April 12, 
1934 in Macon County, N. C. 
to the late James Lawrence 
Bryson and Ellie Lazelle Talley 
Bryson.  She worked for many 
years at Burlington Industries 
before retirement.   She loved 
to sew and work in her flowers.  
She also loved bird watching, 
especially cardinals.  She was of  
the Baptist faith.

She is survived by her son Keith Hicks of  
Highlands, N. C.  Sisters; Mae Ivester (Dennis) 
of  Clayton, Ga.; Gail Henry of  Liberty S. 
C.; Opal McCall of  Highlands, N. C.   She is 
also survived by her grandson; Justin Hicks 

(Virginia) of  Franklin, N. C.  
Three great-grandchildren; 
Sadie Hicks, Lucas Hicks and 
Oliver Hicks.

In  add i t ion  to  her 
husband, James Hicks, she 
is proceeded in death by 
a daughter, Celeste Hicks; 
brothers; Homer Bryson, 
Wendell Bryson and Wymer 
Br yson and s is ter  Lois 
Hawkins.

A graveside service was 
held at Clear Creek Community Cemetery, 
Tuesday, November 22, 2022. Rev. Zane Talley 
officiated.Online condolences may be made 
at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and 
Crematory is serving the family.

Sarah Lucille Ray Sloan
Sarah Lucille Ray Sloan 

joined her beloved husband, Wi-
ley G. Sloan, in heaven on Friday, 
November 18, 2022. 

The fourth of  six children 
born to Rev. Albert and Mrs. 
Alouise Ray, Sarah was a life-
long Methodist, and she and Wi-
ley built their lives around their 
church and community endeav-
ors.  

Born in Milburn, KY, Sarah 
Lucille (named for her mother’s 
cherished sister, Lucille) grew up moving 
throughout her childhood as her father pas-
tored Methodist organizations throughout 
Georgia. She graduated from Montgom-
ery County High School and from Georgia 
Southern, with a Bachelor’s in home sciences 
and went to work for Georgia Power as a 
home economist. Sarah met Wiley in Colum-
bus, GA and married him there in 1979. 

In what was then a male-dominated 
field, Sarah stood tall. Through her distinct 
combination of  applied and learned knowl-
edge, Sarah rose to positions of  increasing 
scope and scale in the Georgia Power organi-
zation across more than 35 years of  service, 
ultimately retiring as the regional manager of  
community affairs. 

After retirement, Sarah and Wiley per-
manently relocated to their treasured High-
lands, NC community, where they had a 
second home for years. There Sarah rolled-
up-her-sleeves to dig into volunteer positions 
through the Highlands United Methodist 
Church and the Mountain Garden Club, her 
favorite activities being the Highlands Christ-
mas Parade and the annual plant sale. They 
also shared their love of  antiques through 

a consulting business that 
ranged from appraisals to es-
tate sales. They spent their 
winter months cruising around 
the world – from Alaska to 
Turkey and many ports in be-
tween. 

When the issues of  age 
and health collided, Sarah and 
Wiley sold their home on Big 
Bear Pen and scaled down to 
a condominium in Highlands 
and a townhome near family in 

Athens. Sarah became active at Athens First 
United Methodist Church, became a mem-
ber of  the Outreach Sunday School class 
and its Bible Study.  

Sarah is preceded in death by her hus-
band, Wiley G. Sloan and brother, Dr. Al W. 
Ray, Jr. (Kay). She is  survived by four sib-
lings: John Ray (Sue), Freeda R. Chapman 
(Harold), Rita Hollingsworth (Thomas F. 
II), and Kathy R. King (Russell). Numerous 
nieces and nephews, as well as great nieces 
and nephews will continue the family legacy 
of  service in their respective communities. 
A deep appreciation to the vast family of  
friends who supported Sarah in recent years 
and her devoted caregiver Nicole Hull as 
well as Abundance of  Care.

Service of  remembrance will be held 
on Monday, December 5, 2022 at 11 a.m. 
at Athens First UMC, 327 N Lumpkin St, 
Athens 30601 with a reception to follow in 
the Fellowship Hall.

In lieu of  flowers, the family asked that 
memorials be made to Athens First UMC or 
the charity of  their choice.

Online condolences may be made at 
the Memorial Wall at lordandstephens.com.
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...TREE continued from page 1

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD D Church 
Shepherd 

of 1he 
Bazaar 

Good 
Barn 

BAZAAR BARN � GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn 

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

*HOLIDAY SALE*
so% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS 

25% OFF LIGHTING & ART 

Shoppes on the Green 
94 US HWY 64 W 

Cashiers, NC 
Right behind the Crossroads 

For more information, or to donate, Contact Skip Ryan at (828) 226-2588 

Tree because it is a gift from the 
people’s public lands to the U.S. 
Capitol Building – the people’s 
house – where it stands for all 
to see, the tree will be lit from 
dusk through 11 p.m. each night 
through January 1, 2023. 

Every year since 1970, the 
USDA Forest Service has pro-
vided a Christmas tree. 

This is the third time the 
People’s Tree hailed from the 
Pisgah National Forest, which is 
nestled within a high-elevation 
spruce-fir forest in the southern 
Appalachians. The Pisgah Na-
tional Forest provided the tree 
in 1974 and 1998.

Finding Ruby
Ruby may have made the 

cut, but the tree had heavy com-
petition and passed several im-
portant tests along the way. To 
start, a team of  biologists, silvi-
culturists, forestry technicians, 
and arborists spent months 
combing the mountainsides of  
the Pisgah and Nantahala Na-
tional Forests looking for just 
the right tree.

Specifically, the team was 
looking for a tree that fit the 
mold of  a traditional Christmas 
tree. In western North Caro-
lina, that could only mean a red 
spruce or Fraser fir, these being 
the only traditional Christmas 
tree species found in the state.

Apart from looking like a 
Christmas tree, the team needed 
to consider other characteristics. 
For instance, the tree had to be 
very tall, at least 65 feet, so that 
people can see it from far and 
wide around the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C. It also had 
to be well hydrated to remain 
healthy through the holiday 
season. Not to mention that it 
needed to grow close to a road 
to ensure the arborists could 
harvest the tree with the abso-
lute minimum disturbance to 
other trees and wildlife.

In the end, Ruby was cho-
sen over seven other trees, all 
red spruce, but not until the 
team had a final, thorough in-
spection to be sure Ruby was 
the best fit.

One of  the main criteria of  

the inspection? Make sure Ruby 
the Red Spruce wasn’t home to 
any critters that were not expect-
ing to make a trip to the capital 
this holiday season. You may be 
wondering; how does one inspect 
a 78-foot-tall tree? By climbing it!

On a crisp July day in the 
middle of  summer atop a 6,000-
foot mountain peak, a group of  
arborists, biologists, foresters, 
climbers, and silviculturists gath-
ered, equipped with their climb-
ing gear, ready to inspect the top 
candidate trees.

They had to check hollows 
deeper than five inches and had 
to check for lichen hot dots, an 
important food source for the 
Carolina northern flying squir-
rel.”

At the end of  the day, Ruby 
passed the test. The climbers 
scrambled over every inch of  
the 78-foot spruce and found 
no signs of  squirrels, spiders, or 
lichens.

Ruby Leaves a Lasting Lega-
cy in Southern Appalachia

Ruby is already leaving a leg-
acy that will benefit the spruce-fir 
ecosystems of  southern Appa-
lachia for generations to come. 
Ruby is contributing to a move-
ment among land managers in 
the southern Appalachian region 
to redouble efforts to restore red 
spruce habitat. 

As part of  the U.S. Capi-
tol Christmas Tree Program, the 
Forest Service is partnering with 
the National Forest Foundation 
to raise funds for a new state-of-
the-art nursery that will grow red 
spruce seedlings. So far, the For-
est Service has raised $50,000 and 
the National Forest Foundation 
plans on raising $200,000 more.

The nursery will be man-
aged by the Southern Highlands 
Reserve a nationally recognized 
nonprofit arboretum and re-
search center. This organization 
has embarked upon the epic task 
of  raising 50,000 new red spruce 
trees from seed to be planted on 
public lands in North Carolina, 
Eastern Tennessee and Virginia, 
where more than 6,000 Southern 
Highland Reserve trees are al-
ready planted. Other partners in 

these restoration efforts include 
The Nature Conservancy and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

“We are very excited to part-
ner with the U.S. Forest Service 
and Southern Highlands Reserve 
on efforts to restore these unique, 
high-elevation, spruce-fir forests 
of  North Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Virginia,” said Mark Shelley, 
director of  eastern programs for 
the National Forest Foundation. 
“We are actively working to cre-
ate a supply of  trees to meet these 
restoration goals.”

The team of  silviculturists 
and foresters that helped select 
Ruby has also collected Ruby’s 
cones, which contain seeds that 
will be transported to a tree nurs-
ery to be stored and eventually 
grown into seedlings. These seed-
lings may be among the next gen-
eration of  red spruce trees grow-
ing in places across the southern 
Appalachian region that need 
them the most. Through the U.S. 
Capitol Christmas Tree Program, 
Ruby is helping to raise awareness 
of  these iconic trees and the eco-
systems they support.

Highlands Mercantile Now Open!Highlands Mercantile Now Open!
322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare
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8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

Courtyard Market

Come shop our market for 
delectable gifts.

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Renew for 
the 

Holidays

B i gB i g
Holiday Holiday 
SALESALE

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come see our new 
accessories for Fall at 

the Molly Grace!

Shop local this holiday season!

PALM BF \CH • NAPLES • JUPITF.R 

Happy Holidays!
Gnw 8� QU/{; 01edd Oa/R; 

343 MAIN STREET 
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
828-526-9122 WWW.CORRICO.COM



30% Off 
Storewide

Permanently 
closing 

December 2022
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(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Time to dress 
for the 
season!

• Free People • THML 
• Z Supply • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana
Jeans by: • Joes •AG	  	

 • Citizens 
 • Hudson
 • Mother
 Shoes by:
 • ShuSh 		
 • Diba
• Blowfish
• Matisse

Holiday 
Sale!

Save up to
 50% 
on fall 

collections 
and dresses

30% 
on 

cashmere

A Highlands tradition since 1940.
Our 82nd season on Main Street.

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

Our family is grateful for our new 
and returning customers. We are 

beyond blessed for the folks we 
work with and their dedication! 

Shop local this holiday season!

338 Main St.
526-4777

Storewide
SALE!
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

WE MOVED 
to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main

WE HAVE YOUR 
HOLIDAYS COVERED!

 Gifts √
Loungewear for men & women √

Complete men & women’s 
clothing √

Shoes for men and women √

...HELPING 
continued from 1

. . . 
/om u.s as wt ;ourneyto tht mangtr wzth thtcharacters of tht Christmas Story at First Presbyterian Church of Highlands 

Saturday, December 3 2,oopm 
Sunday, December 4 11:00am 
Sunday.December 1l 11:00am 
Sunday.December 18 11:00am 

12:00pm 
Saturday, Decern ber 24 4:30pm 

s,oopm 
Sunday, December 25 11:00am 

12:00pm 

Christmas Carol Sing 
S\1nday Ce le bratlon -E /izQbeth 
Lessons & Carols 
S\mday Celebration - The Shepherds Congregational 
Luncheon 
Prelude by John Wlc key, HQrpist 
Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight - T11e Angels 
Christmas Stories & Songs 
Congregational COOKIES!!! 

All are welwne ! Todos son bienvenidos ! 
471 Main Street in Highlands 

828.S 26.3175
www.fpchighlands.org 

this holiday season.
Macon County
Holiday Angels
For 30 years, Holiday Angels, 

an emergency assistance program, 
has helped families with the greatest 
need during the Christmas holidays. 
Macon County Program for Prog-
ress (MPP) assists young children, 
elderly over sixty-five, and special 
needs adults through the Holiday 
Angels program. Applications for 
assistance are still being accepted 
for the program until November 
30.

Holiday Angels work with 
other family service providers to 
help support a maximum number 
of  clients while working to limit 
duplication of  services. Sponsors 
include church groups, clubs, busi-
nesses, families, and individuals. 
This program is self-supporting 
and operates solely with donations 
and sponsors. All monetary dona-
tions, toys, and other donations go 
directly to needy families. 

Holiday Angels will match 
sponsors with a needy family or 
individual in early December. Spon-
sors and donations are still needed 
for this year’s Holiday Angels pro-
gram. 

Whether someone or a group 
wants to help one child or 20 chil-
dren, an elderly person, or a special 
needs adult, sponsors receive their 
family information by the first week 
of  December. Sponsors will be 
matched following their preferenc-
es as close as possible and can shop, 
wrap, and deliver gifts to their fam-
ily or bring gifts to MPP by Decem-
ber 12 and delivery will be arranged. 

Holiday Angels also accepts 
tax-deductible donations; checks 
for donations should be made pay-
able to MPP Holiday Angels, PO 
Box 700, Franklin, NC  28744.

Eligible families must provide 
valid proof  of  all household in-
come for the year and meet Federal 
Poverty guidelines. 

For more details, including 
how to apply for assistance, make 
a donation or be a sponsor, con-
tact MPP. If  you have questions, 
you may contact Felicia Roberts, 

• See HELPING page 19
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Visit our new Highlands Mercantile 
Store on Main Street.

MPP Family & Outreach Special-
ist, or a member of  the Holiday 
Angels committee at (828) 524-
4471 ext. 406. Applications are 
available at MPP main office, 82 
East Orchard View Lane, behind 
LOWES of  Franklin. MPP office 
hours are 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday.

Toys for Tots
This year marks the 75th 

anniversary of  the Toys for Tots 
program. Toys for Tots was 
founded by a United States Ma-
rine Corps reservist in 1947 as a 
way to make sure underprivileged 
children received toys at Christ-
mas.

Since then, the U.S. Marine 
Corps has sponsored the pro-
gram which collects new, un-
wrapped toys during October, 
November and December each 
year. The toys collected are dis-
tributed as Christmas gifts to less 
fortunate children in the com-
munity in which the campaign is 
conducted. The program’s goal is 
to deliver, through a new toy at 
Christmas, a message of  hope 
to less fortunate youngsters that 
will assist them in becoming re-
sponsible, productive, patriotic 
citizens.

This year, 828 Vets is tak-
ing over and will operate the lo-
cal program moving forward. 
Prior to 2021, Smoky Mountain 
Toys for Tots was headquartered 
in Franklin; however, the Toys 
for Tots Programs served fami-
lies in Macon, Jackson, Swain, 
Haywood, and Rabun counties. 
Because it is 828 Vets’ first year 
taking over the program, they 
have scaled down to just Macon 
County to get off  the ground.

In 2021, the local chapter of  
Toys for Tots sponsored 762 chil-
dren by distributing 3,933 toys to 
children in Western North Caro-
lina. 2021 was also more the first 
time in the local program’s histo-
ry that a new coordinating agency 
handled distribution. The Frank-
lin Chamber of  Commerce vol-
unteered to take on the program 
last year when the program might 
not have otherwise occurred. 

Local toy collection cam-
paigns began in October and lasts 

until mid to late December.  Toy 
distribution also takes place mid to 
late December.  Members of  the 
community drop new, unwrapped 
toys in collection boxes positioned 
in local businesses. Coordinators 
pick up the toys and store them in 
central warehouses where the toys 
are sorted by age and gender.

Drop-off  boxes for new, un-
wrapped toys are located in several 
local stores, including the Macon 
County Detention Center and Ma-
con County Sheriff ’s Office An-
nex in town. Suggested donations 
include games, any building or 
constructing toys, puzzles, STEM 
toys, and anything for the 0-2 ages.

For more information about 
828 Vets Toys for Tots, email 
Coordinator Jack Brennan at 
JB@828Vets.com. or visit the Toys 
for Tots website at smokymt.toys-
fortots.org.

I Love My Town Christmas
Every December, the Discov-

er Church expands its “I Love My 
Town” initiative, a community fo-
cused effort, to provide Christmas 
gifts and practical items to foster 
and underprivileged children and 
families. For its “I Love My Town 
Christmas,” program, the church 
partners with Macon and Jackson 
County Department of  Social Ser-
vices, Swain Family Resource Cen-

ter, MPP, and schools in Macon 
and Graham counties and Rabun 
County, Georgia to help provide 
Christmas to those who may go 
without. 

The church’s goal for the 
program is to be sure no children 

are left out during Christmas. To 
identify children in the area who 
need help, the church reaches 
out to local principals and school 
counselors and gets names of  
children and families who might 
go without Christmas presents. 

The schools provide information 
about the children such as cloth-
ing and shoe sizes and a particular 
gift or interest they may have.

Instead of  having regular 
service, the congregation spend 

...HELPING continued from page 18

• See HELPING page 22
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•Highlands Area Events•
ICE RINK SCHEDULE 

(Nov. 17 - March 5)
• Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Friday 3:30-

10pm; Saturday1-10pm; Sunday1-5pm. $5 
for skate rental & skating 

NEW Rec Pool Schedule
• Public Swim: Sat. 11a-6p; Sun., 

1-6p. Adult Swim: Tues & Wed 11a-5p 
and Mon., Thurs., Fri., 11a-2p. Lap Swim: 
MOn-Fri 6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. 828-
526-1595.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want to return 
to school or further their education 
meets at 10 a.m. More meeting places 
call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 

pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets 

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. 
Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or third 
Tuesday of each month at 3pm. Members 
receive weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will assemble. 
For more information contact Bud Katz 
at either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using light 
weights, body weight, and high repetition 
to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-

11am. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 10am-
1pm, everyone is welcome so come out 
and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Meth-

odist Church on Spring Street is open 
from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna 

Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For 
more information, call Anna 267-825-
0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. 
Contact the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay Chal-

pin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 
at 5:30. A combination class with differ-
ent types of exercise. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An ex-

hilarating and fun mix of martial arts 
for a calorie-burning workout. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM, 
nature, and craft activities.For more in-
formation about any of these summer 
activities, contact Hudson Library at 
828-526-3031.
Saturdays in December 

• Santa in the Park in Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park. Santa will 
appear in the park each Saturday to hear 
wishes from children of all ages. He will 
also periodically stop by to retrieve let-
ters placed in a special mailbox in the 
park. 

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in Highlands 
at The Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru 
November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main Street in their Community 
Room/909 Chapel. We serve breakfast at 

Everyone is cordially invited to a Christmas Carol Sing at Highlands First Pres-
byterian Church at 2pm on Saturday, Dec. 3 after the Highlands Christmas Pa-
rade. Stell Huie will be the song leader with Angie Jenkins at the piano. If you 
enjoy singing familiar Christmas Carols, you will definitely want to make this a 
part of your Christmas tradition. The church is located at the corner of Main 
and Fifth Streets. Handicapped accessible entrances are located on Fifth Street 
and on Church Street. 

Christmas Carol Sing is 
Saturday after the Parade!
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•Highlands Area Events•
9am and hold our monthly meeting at 
10amWe invite ALL Veterans to attend. 
Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander for 
any information @828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches 
noon in the meeting room. For any 
other information call Lester Norris or 
Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Fri., Dec. 2
• At the Highlands Performing Arts 

Center, Great Art on Screen. Venice: In-
finitely Avant Garde at 5:30p. Tickets are 
$19. For more info call 828-526-9047.

Sat., Dec. 3
• Highlands Christmas Parade 

from 10:30 a.m. to Noon along Main 
St. Marching bands, llamas and camels, 
creative floats and – of course – Santa 
Claus as part of this longtime tradition. . 

• At Shakespeare & Co in Village 
Sqauare on Oak and 5th streets, meet 
author of the The Dickens & Christie 
Cozy Mystery Series Kathy Penn after 

If  you’ve been reading the Highlands 
Newspaper for a while, you’ll know Kathy 
Manos Penn as a long-time columnist. 

Through the years, she’s written about 
holidays, travel, books, and as she describes 
it—whatever strikes her fancy. Lord Banjo 
the pooch and Puddin’ the calico cat also got 
in on the act, writing columns with a pet per-
spective.

These days, the pets have retired, and 
Kathy is all about books, as both a columnist 
and a mystery author. 

You may have discovered a new book 
because she reviewed it in a column, and if  
you’re a mystery fan, you’ve likely read her 
Dickens & Christie mystery series, set in the 
fictional Cotswolds village of  Astonbury.

She will be signing her latest book “Can-
dy Canes, Canines & Crime” at Shakespeare 
& Company in Village Square at Oak and 5th 
streets after the parade 12:30-3:30p.

Come meet columnist and  
author Kathy Manos Penn 
and get a book signed too!
Booksigning at Shakespeare & Company in 

Village Square 
Dec. 3 from 12:30-3:30 

Fontana Regional Library, including 
Hudson Library, is pleased to announce 
the debut of  a new Memory Lane Collec-
tion at all library locations. This collection 
offers books, DVDs, and jigsaw puzzles 
created primarily for older adult library 
patrons. Folks who enjoy reminiscing and 
telling their stories will appreciate this al-
ternative-format collection. All items are 
available for checkout.

Hudson Library is delighted to be 
able to offer these new resources to the 
community. The Memory Lane project 
is made possible by funding from the 

Memory Lane collection debuts at 
Fontana Regional Libraries ... 

the Hudson Library in Highlands

federal Institute of  Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) under the provisions of  
the Library Service and Technology Act 
(LSTA) as administered by the State Li-
brary of  North Carolina, a division of  
the NC Department of  Natural and Cul-
tural Resources (IMLS grant number LS-
249980-OLS-21).

For more information or to request 
an accommodation, please call the li-
brary at 828-526-3031. Hudson Library, 
554 Main Street in Highlands, is open 
10:00am-5:30pm Tuesday through Friday 
and 10am-4pm on Saturday.

the parade from 12:30-3:30p.
• Christmas Carol Sing at Highlands 

First Presbyterian Church at 2pm on Sat-
urday, after the Highlands Christmas Pa-
rade. Stell Huie will be the song leader 
with Angie Jenkins at the piano. If you en-
joy singing familiar Christmas Carols, you 
will definitely want to make this a part of 
your Christmas tradition. The church is 
located at the corner of Main and Fifth 
Streets. Handicapped accessible entranc-
es are located on 5th and Church streets.

Sat., Dec. 10
• At the Highlands Performing Arts 

Center Live via Satellite Met Opera The 
Hours at 1p. For more information call 
828-526-9047.

Sun., Dec. 11
• At Wayfarers Unity Chapel, Death 

Cafe, a group-directed discussion with 
no agenda, objective or themes — and 
no intent to lead participants to any 
conclusion, product or course of action. 

Please come enjoy tea and cake (a nod 
to Death Cafe’s British origins) and talk 
openly and confidentially about all things 
death related. The session is faciliated 
by Jan Brewer, M.A., CMT and Teresa 
Weiser, Ed.D. For further information 
please contact Jan at 510-684-5555 and/
or visit www.deathcafe.com. 2-4 pm. 182 
Wayfarer Lane, Dillard, GA. 

Mon., Dec. 12
• HMH Salon Series with Patterson 

Hood of the Drive-by Truckers 7-9pm. 
Patterson Hood, of the Drive-by Truck-
ers, is playing a fireside show at the High-
lander Mountain House. 

Dec. 16-31
• The Mountain Theatre Compa-

ny presents Home for the Holidays, a 
Christmas Tradition. Celebrate the sea-
son as we make magic in the mountains 

this holiday. at The Playhouse on Oak 
Street. Wednesday - Saturday @ 7:30p 
and Saturday & Sunday @ 2p. For tick-
ets go to www.mountaintheatre.com. 

Sat., Dec. 17
• Ceremony and wreath laying at 

noon in the cemetery. Ceremony is at 
the Community Building and shuttles 
will take volunteers to and from the 
cemetery to lay veteran wreaths. For 
more info, call Phil Potts at 828-200-
9753 or email ppotts63@frontier.com

Sat. & Sun, Jan. 28-Jan. 29
• Snow Fest in Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park. It’s back and better! 
Bring friends and family for guaranteed 
winter fun (courtesy of snow blowers, if 
needed) in the park. A snowball toss, a 
merry-go-round, a snow slide, s’mores, 
“snowga” (a twist on yoga) and more.
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt 

Welcome Dr. Jones!

Dr. Thomas C. Jones

The Dental Practice of 
Christopher T. Dyer DMD is 

pleased to announce the 
addition of 

Thomas C. Jones DDS

 • 30 years experience owning a  
successful practice in Palm City, FL

• Graduate of The Ohio State  
University College of Dentistry	

• Advanced training in cosmetic and restorative  
dentistry with a caring touch	

• Relocating with his wife Patty to the community  
year-round			   		

Call (828) 526-3513 for an appointment.
479 South St., Highlands, NC

a few minutes worshipping together, then 
choose an ornament with information 
about the children and go shop for that 
child. Gifts are given to the parents so they 
can wrap and give the gifts on Christmas.

I Love My Town Christmas takes place 
December 4 for both services at 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. For more information con-
tact Discover Church.

REACH’S 2022 Adopt-A-Family
REACH of  Macon County, a non-

profit service provider for victims of  do-
mestic violence and/or sexual assault, is 
looking for help this Christmas season. The 
holiday season is an especially difficult time 
of  year for many families, but the folks at 
REACH of  Macon County are hoping that 
the community can come together to make 
this Christmas a little more special for the 
families having to spend the holiday in 
their shelter. Each Christmas, the shelter 
provides Christmas for the families that are 
spending the holidays in the shelter. 

Individuals or groups can choose to 
sponsor a REACH family and make a dif-
ference in a big way. Those who choose to 
help out with this year’s Adopt-A-Family 
program and adopt will be assigned a fam-
ily and given all necessary information such 
as ages, sizes and a “wish list” of  wants and 

needs. Anything provided will be greatly ap-
preciated and will help to ensure a joyous 
holiday for survivors at REACH. 

Please bring all unwrapped items to 
the REACH office at 29 Meadowlark Drive, 
Franklin. For more information call (828) 
369-5544

Buy a Tree, Change a Life 
Since the day after Thanksgiving, Buy A 

Tree. Change a Life. (BATCAL), sponsored 
locally by Prentiss Church, has been selling 
Christmas trees at a tree lot at Crabtree Gen-
eral Store to benefit children in need globally 
as well as locally. The simple purchase of  a 
Christmas tree can help to feed and cloth 
children around the world and also in the lo-
cal community.

BATCAL is a non-profit organization 
founded in 2012 to help children glob-
ally and locally. All proceeds raised during 
the project go directly to efforts chosen by 
area hosts. Last year BATCAL raised over 
$33,000 and was able to bless several proj-
ects in the community with over $2,000 each 
including Shop with A Cop, Pregnancy Care 
Center, KIDS Place, Union Academy and 
South Macon Elementary.

In addition to helping local charities, 
BATCAL funds the ongoing ministry ef-
forts of  Prentiss Church in Cambodia. 

BATCAL funds building projects, cloth-
ing, food, education, the needs of  orphans, 
and more in Cambodia which has strug-
gled with poverty for decades.

Fraser fir trees, purchased regionally 
when possible, are paid for by donated 
funds from individuals and businesses. 
Business sponsorship are still needed; to 
sponsor this worthwhile charity contact 
Prentiss Church at (828) 369-3885. Al-
though BATCAL is a Christmas season-
focused fundraiser, donations may be 
made year-round. For more information, 
visit www.buyatreechangealife.com.

Shop With A Cop
For close to 30 years, the Macon 

County Sheriff ’s Office has sponsored 
Shop with a Cop, a program created to 
give Christmas to the less fortunate youth 
in Macon County. The event is made pos-
sible through the tremendous outpouring 
of  community support and generosity. 

Each year, up to 300 children from 
Macon County are treated to a day of  
Christmas fun filled with shopping, food 
and a visit with Santa Claus. Youth are 
given $100 gift cards to spend on anything 
they wanted with the stipulation that they 
purchase one gift for someone else. The 
children spend the money on clothes, toys, 
food or whatever they want to buy; some-
times a child may even decide to use all the 
money to buy gifts for others. 

Following the shopping trip to 
Walmart and other area businesses, youth 
were taken to the Drake Education Cen-
ter where volunteers helped them wrap 
their gifts and have their picture taken with 
Santa. 

In mid-December, over 100 vol-
unteers gather to make this event an an-
nual success. Volunteers from several lo-
cal groups including the sheriff ’s office, 
police, fire, emergency services, social 
services, schools, forest service, wildlife 
and many others are paired with Macon 
County needy children for an afternoon 
of  shopping and Christmas fun. 

Volunteers are needed for the pro-
gram. If  anyone is interested in volunteer-
ing for this year’s shop with a cop contact 
Dani Burrows by email at dburrows@
maconnc.org or by calling her office at 
(828) 349-2107 or contact Cassie Shuler at 
cshuler@macon.nc.org or (828) 200-2243.

The Shop with a Cop program is en-
tirely funded by donations from the local 
community, with no tax dollars used to 
fund the event. Donations for the program 
are accepted all year and can be made by 

...HELPING continued from page 19
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highlandschamber.org 828-526-5841

Don’t miss the 

Highlands Christmas Parade!
Saturday, December 3 

Main Street – 5th St. to 2nd St. 

10 a.m. –  Pre-show Appearance by the 
Dancing Ladies of Mountain Garden Club

10:30 a.m. – Parade Begins 

Noon – Parade Ends

Special appearance by the 
Pride of the Mountains marching band from 

Western Carolina University and 
– of course –

Santa & Mrs. Claus!

 This event is organized and hosted by the
 Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

visithighlandsnc.com
828-526-2112

sending your donation to Shop with a Cop 
Program, c/o Macon County Sheriff, 1820 
Lakeside Drive, Franklin, NC 28734.

Jackson County
Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry
Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry, Inc. is a 

non-profit corporation established in 2005 
by six Cashiers area churches. During the 
holidays, the organization distributes holi-
day dinner items at their donation center at 
549 Frank Allen Road, Cashiers, in Jackson 
County directly behind the Cashiers Volun-
teer Fire Department 

In addition to the organization’s regu-
larly scheduled Monday and Thursday food 
box distributions, Fishes & Loaves distrib-
utes holiday dinner items in Jackson Coun-
ty. Acting as a special holiday food pantry 
serving individuals and families in all areas 
of  Jackson County, the surrounding areas 
in Western North Carolina, and beyond, 
Fishes & Loaves distribute holiday meals 
for Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas 
each year.

The holiday dinner items include:  tur-
key or ham, potatoes, canned vegetables, 
onion, yams, cranberry sauce, rolls and an 
apple or pumpkin pie.

Holiday dinner items and regularly 
scheduled food boxes will be distributed 
at the Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Monday and 
Thursday preceding the holiday.

The community can help to alleviate 
food insecurity in Jackson County and the 
surrounding areas by donating to the orga-
nization. As a local food donation center, 
Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry accepts all 
generous support and appreciates any time, 
food or money that is donated.

Items that can be donated to the do-
nation center in Jackson County include 
non-perishable food items and personal 
care products with the expiration date. The 
center also accepts financial donations. 
Farmers can donate fresh produce. People 
and farmers can drop off  fresh produce 
and other perishable foods such as meats, 
vegetable, fruits and eggs when the pantry 
is open on Monday and Thursday from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Donations can be dropped off  at 
Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry. There is a 
donation box on the front porch where 
you can drop off  non-perishable foods 
and/or personal care products within the 
expiration date when the pantry is closed. 
If  items are too large for the box, please 
place the items on the front porch near the 
box. There is a donations mailbox next to 
the front door where people can leave their 

monetary donations.
Christmas Connection
The Christmas Connection, a non-

profit organization, brings delight to count-
less children throughout Jackson County 
each year through the provision of  new 
Christmas gifts. This is a large task that 
requires the goodwill of  both donors and 
volunteers alike uniting throughout the year 
to truly give every child and every family a 
Merry Christmas.

Created in 1989 as Jackson Christmas 
Store and transitioned to new ownership in 
2014, the Christmas Connection of  Jackson 
County seeks to provide Christmas to local 
children in need through the donation of  
presents. With 25% of  Jackson County chil-
dren falling under the poverty line, a large 
portion of  youth in the community will not 
receive gifts this year. However, the Christ-
mas Connection is working to change that 
one child at a time.

Beginning in September, the Christmas 
Connection receives referrals from social 
service agencies, schools and churches. No 
self-referrals are accepted. 

Once the need has been verified, the 
family is entered into a database and asked 
to complete information about each child, 
such as clothing sizes and desired toys. Fam-
ilies are also asked to identify if  there are any 
special needs. Sometimes families identify 
items, such as coats, that are not generally 
part of  the Christmas Connection’s provi-
sions, but the charity tries to meet special 
needs where possible.

Unlike Toys for Tots® or The Salvation 
Army, the Christmas Connection seeks to 
involve the children and parents in the gift 
choosing process by sending out wish lists 
and allowing parents to choose many of  the 
gifts their child will receive. In this way, they 
are going beyond simply providing free toys. 
Instead, they are working together with the 
families in the community to bring Christ-
mas presents to the children.

Completely volunteer-run, Christmas 
Connection gives 100% of  received dona-
tions to children across Jackson County, 
from Cashiers to Sylva to Cherokee. Cur-
rently, the organization serves about 750 
children, yet they would like to serve more 
because of  the immense need. 

While children and their needs are be-
ing identified, the Christmas Connection 
solicits support from the community. The 
totally volunteer-run charity depends on 
community members to do three things: 
sponsor (a child or children); donate (money 
and items); and volunteer.

...HELPING continued from page 22
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Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 37th year in Highlands

End of SeasonEnd of Season
S A L E !S A L E !

40% to 65% OFF
30% Off 

All cleaning and 
repairs

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
828.200.3050

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Highlands School Winter Sports Teams Highlands School Winter Sports Teams

Middle 
School 

Cheerleaders

Middle School Girls Basketball

Middle School Boys Basketball
Timmy McDow-
ell - 21, Stephen 
Pierson - 10, 
Chase Kenter - 
12, Pierre Damian 
Suarez - 44, Fran-
cisco Gooch - 4, 
Jack Sumner - 20, 
Charlie Sher-
wood - 33, Tucker 
Wilson - 22, 
Rowen Carnes - 
15, Juan Avia - 14, 
Sam Conner - 23, 
Walker Kittrell - 
3, Michel Munoz - 
2, Felix Reyes - 45 
and Coach Todd 
Sherwood.

Coach Borino, 
Westenderf, 12 
Borino, 32 
Green, 22 
Hays, 11 
Torres - 10 
Zagal, 2 
Brooks, 1 
Hays, 24 
Talley, 5 
Bosdell, 20 
Edelheit, 25

Front:
Hayden Andrews
Back front left:
Bella Lopez, Cassie 
McDowell, Arabel 
Aulisio, Libby Hall, 
Trinity Faust

Photos by 
Brian O’Shea
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Highlands School Winter Sports Teams

Varsity Girls Basketball JV Boys Basketball

Varsity Cheerleaders
Varsity Swim Team

Paulo McRae - 0, Jesus Mendoza - 2,  Jim De La Cruz - 3, Bryan Juarquin - 4, Isaiah 
Vilardo - 12,  Aiden Crook - 22,  Aniah McKim - 23, Gavin Small - 20

Not Pictured Boys Varsity:  Kasen Mitchell - 1, Luke Ramos - 3, JD Head - 4, Land-
on Green - 10, Owen Munoz - 3, Cooper Hall - 21, Nathen Keener - 23, James 
Earp - 25, Harrison Gates - 40, Head Coach Kaitlin Bishop, Assistant Coaches 
Destin Gearhart and Cole Lamb.

Cayden Pierson - 1, Aislynn Wyatt Luck - 2, Beatrice Bryson - 3, Lillian Rutter - 4,  AE 
Woods - 5, Lilly Bryson - 10, Heidi Doerter - 20, Mackenzie Woods - 23, Jayliln Raby - 24, 
Ezra Brahham - 32, Hunter Conner - 33, Bella Wilson - 34, Riley Conner - 35, Hendy 
Ruiz - 44.

Finneaus Garner, Paolo McRae, Aniah McKim, Conner Hughes,  Tate Wilson, Layla 
Babak, Jesus Mendoza, Jim De La Cruz, not pictured Mark Gross, and Head Coach, 
Steve Hott

Front row from left; Evangelina Silverthorn, Layla Babac, Madi Smith, Darby Templeton, 
Kaki Dyleski, Bria Taylor, Ashlynn Wilson, Sara McDonald, Rea Miller. Back row from left 
Anna Steihler, Savannah Bozeman, Katie Earp, Brooke Fogarty, Shirley Diaz, Annamaria 
Silverthorn. Not pictured: Soraya Lopez

Photos by Brian O’Shea
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah&Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•Spiritually Speaking•

Rev. Bentley Manning
Episcopal Church of the 
Incarnation

This is a busy time of  year, and many of  us are over-
whelmed by everything we need to do. We still need 
to wrap the presents, send out our invitations, set 

the menu, trim the tree, etc. And yet, Advent (the season 
before Christmas) isn’t about checking things off  our to-
do lists. Instead, this season is about preparing our hearts 
for the coming of  the Messiah. It is about learning how to 
keep awake during a time of  waiting.

 But waiting is not what many of  us like to do. We 
like to have things when we want them. We prefer Peach 
Passes on our cars, two-day Prime shipping from Amazon.
com, credit cards that take the waiting out of  wanting, and 
faster internet speeds. The world we inhabit is often in a 
hurry. Yet despite our penchant for instant gratification, 
the church would have us wait for Christmas.

To be sure, Advent is a time that invites us to slow 
down so that we might open our hearts up a bit more to 
the full reality of  what will come at Christmas. Of  course, 
we already know the difference Christ’s arrival has made, 
but certainly, there is still more to discover. We are still wait-
ing to see what might happen if  Jesus was allowed more 
fully into our lives, into our families, into our Churches, and 
not our world. What might happen if  we were to “wake 
from sleep” and see “the salvation of  God more clearly?”

 As we journey toward Bethlehem, may the gift of  
Advent be a time of  blessing and renewal, expectation and 
watchfulness, patience and hope that we may greet our 
Lord with joy when he comes again in power and great 
glory.

Advent is a 
time to slow 

down

News from 
Highlands Fire & Rescue

Chief  Ryan Gearhart and Asst. Chief  Robbie For-
rester ask that ashes gathered from fireplaces or grills or 
fire pits be deposited in metal containers.

So far this year, there have been a few fires started 
due to hot ashes not being deposited correctly. 

Typically, there are several each year.
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Nov. 21. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or those of public officials have been 
used. 

Nov. 21
• At 11 p.m., Christopher Anthony 

Poplawski, 28, of Waynesville, NC, was ar-
rested for DUI on NC 28 south. He was 
issued a $1,500 unsecured bond. His trial 
date is Jan. 11, 2023.

• At 11:15 p.m., Gabrielle A. Evans, 27, 
of Highlands, was arrested for resisting 
and hindering arrest on NC 28 south. She 
was issued a $1,500 unsecured bond. Her 
trial date is Dec. 8.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Nov. 22.

Nov. 22
• At 9:02 a.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance at a residence on Zach-
ary Road.

Nov. 23
• At 2:12 a.m., the dept. provided mu-

tual aid to the Cashiers Fire Department.
• At 1:39 p.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance at a location on the 

Franklin Road.
Nov. 24
• At 12:02 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a call of a possible brush fire at a resi-
dence on Cobb Road.

• At 2:54 p.m., the dept. rescued an 
animal on Blue Valley Road.

• At 4:48 p.m., the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.

Nov. 25
• At 7:05 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a Co2 alarm at a residence on Cobb Road.
• At 10:31 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Rock Ridge 
Road.

Nov. 26
• At 11:14 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on Buck Creek 
Road.

• At 10:05 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a Co2 alarm at a location on Spring Street.

Nov. 27
• At 11:47 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Hemlock 
Ridge.

Nov. 28
• At 2:58 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of an electrical fire at a residence on 
Cole Mountain Circle.

...HELPING continued from page 23
Volunteers are the backbone of  the 

Christmas Connection. Hundreds of  indi-
viduals from schools, churches, service or-
ganizations and businesses rally together to 
ensure that no child in Jackson County goes 
without a Christmas present.

For more information, contact the 
Christmas Connection at (828) 399-1216 or 
email thechristmasconnectionofjc@gmail.
com. To donate, mail checks to The Christ-
mas Connection, P.O. Box 250, Webster, 
NC 28788. Applications for the program 
can be picked up at the Jackson County De-
partment of  Social Services.

Christmas Break Food Bag Project
United Christian Ministries (UCM) of  

Jackson County is a non-profit crisis min-
istry designed to provide aid and advocacy 
for people with urgent physical, economic, 
social and spiritual needs. The ministry’s 
goal for the Christmas holidays is to make 
sure no family goes hungry at Christmas. 
While the ministry provides a food pantry, 
personal items, and financial assistance for 
essential bills to residents of  Jackson Coun-
ty year-round, it is currently working on its 
annual Christmas Break Food Bag project. 
The collection for the Christmas Break 

Food Bag project is now underway. 
The group packs large bags of  food 

for Jackson County schoolchildren in need. 
Each bag will contain canned green beans, 
corn, condensed soup, SpaghettiOs, maca-
roni & cheese cups, fruit cups, granola bars, 
peanut butter, jelly, ramen, hot chocolate 
mix and cereal. Donations of  any of  these 
items would be greatly appreciated. Dona-
tions may be brought to the UCM building 
or placed in the UCM donation carts inside 
Food Lion or Harold’s Supermarket. 

The bags will be sent home with the 
kids just before the long holiday break. This 
year the group plans to make 500 bags. 

Volunteers will fill bags at the First 
United Methodist Church in Sylva from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on December 17. To volun-
teer for the “bag packing party,” email UCM 
with your name, the number in your group 
and what time you would like to help.

For more information about UCM and 
the Christmas Break Food Bag project call 
(828) 586-8228, email ucmsylva@gmail.
com or visit the ministry’s website at www.
ucmhelp.com.  Donations can be made 
to United Christian Ministries of  Jackson 
County, Inc., P.O. Box 188, Sylva, NC 28779. 

The Winter Coat Drive, spearheaded 
by the Mountaintop Rotary Club of  High-
lands, has collected 385 coats, 104 sweaters, 
90 hoodies, 58 scarfs, and 12 winter vests 
since the November 1st kickoff. 

The Coat Drive is co-administered by 
the Highlands Emergency Council. Those 
in need of  winter clothing should contact 
the Emergency Council. 

Michael Lanzilotta, Mountaintop Rotary Club of Highlands President, accepts donations from 
Laura Harris.

Mtn. Rotary Coat Drive is in full swing
At last week’s meeting, Laura Harris, 

Mountain Garden Club president, present-
ed multiple coats, hats, scarfs, and gloves 
that her club members collected. She also 
presented a generous check from the gar-
den club for $775 to be used for the Coat 
Drive. 

This year, the drive will last through 
March 2023. 

•Biz/Org News•

Pictured front from left: Fran Leftwich, Judy Lipham, Gerri Tulley. Back from left: Jeannie Smith, 
Sarah Wallin, Paula McDonald, Becky Byard, Marci Henderson, and MaMary Ann Ray.
P.E.O has new-crip Georgia pecan halves just in time for Christmas baking. $13 per 
pound. Call Sarah. Leave a message at 828-200-1598.
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Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

“Following Jesus makes your life better AND 
makes you better at life!”

Come join us for Sunday morning small group.

LIVE STREAM 
with

Andy Stanley 
at 9a.m.

For more information: 404-307-1415 (Bee)

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

•Classifieds•

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• CLASSIFIEDS page 30

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east
Jerry W. Blackburn
Sr. Account Executive

C (828)200-4524 • Jerry.Blackburn@vyvebb.com
4160 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC

VyveBroadband.com

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

FOR SALE
P.E.O HAS NEW-CROP GEORGIA PECAN 

HALVES just in time for Christmas baking. $13 per 
pound. Call Sarah. Leave Message. 828-200-1598. (st. 
11/23)

2003 F350 7.3 DIESEL 140,000 miles. FWD. 
White 4door flat bed tool boxes gooseneck towing 
good shape 18500 (st. 11/17)

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN CAR. 
Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 for details. (st. 
11/3) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for 
more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
COTTAGE AVAILABLE. Between Highlands 

and Franklin. $150 night 3 night minimum. great for the 
holidays and next summer. email sarahmilleratl@aol.
com (st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
THE DRY SINK IS SEEKING A COMPOSED 

STORE MANAGER with an exceptional ability to 
manage all aspects of a retail store, including sales staff, 
inventory, and store sales. 

Scope of the Job and Requirements: 
An energetic powerhouse who will take this op-

portunity with passion. Candidate must have retail man-
agement experience and a flexible schedule. Must be 
highly organized, tech savvy (Excel, Word and Retail Pro) 
and innovative. The ideal candidate should love cooking, 
gadgets, homeware, fashion and more! 

Duties and Responsibilities:
Making sales and building meaningful relationships 

with clientele; Recruiting, hiring, and maintaining (OJT) 
sales staff; Ensuring that customer service is always a 
top priority; Maintaining the cleanliness and neatness 
of the store; Maintaining inventory levels and creative 
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merchandising; Creating sales 
events and trunk shows; Main-
taining social media posts. Com-
pensation includes benefits 
package, and incentives. Please 
email resume and cover letter 
to susie@eardnerlee com. (st. 
11/23)

HOTWIRE COMU-
NICATIONS IS HIRING! 
LOCAL Highlands opportuni-
ties. FULL-TIME, year-round, 
customer facing, Field Service 
Technicians & Fiber Splicer jobs 
available. Excellent pay & ben-
efits. Forward your resume to 
samantha.baker@hotwirecom-
munication.com. (st. 9/15)

DO YOU LOVE TO 
COOK, PUT TOGETHER 
GIFTS, AND SELL? Would 
you like to work in a bustling 
Main Street store and have no 
two days alike? The Dry Sink is 
hiring! Please come in to see if 
we’re a good fit. We like to have 
fun while working hard to pro-

vide the best customer service 
in Highlands. Salary is commen-
surate with sales experience. 
Please email Sam at shays@the-
drysink.com or stop by for an 
application. The Dry Sink, 450 
Main St. (st. 9/1)

SWEETREATS AND 
HIGHLANDS DELI IS 
UNDER NEW MANAGE-
MENT and is hiring full and 
part time staff for the season. 
Competitive starting wage, 
great tips, and reasonable hours 
(not too early, not too late). Pick 
up an application in store at 115 
S. 4th Street or apply on Sweet-
reatshighlands.com. (st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, 
Small Assisted Living Facility 
currently hiring CNAs and Di-
etary Staff. Flexible Schedule, 
Competitive Pay, Great At-
mosphere. Call 828-526-5251 
or stop by for an application.
You may apply in person at 24 

Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 
828-526-5251 or by email to 
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or 
lindabtiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-

Friendly & Non-Toxic, Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs ex-
perience. Also offer grout clean-
ing. Licensed & Insured. Mike 
Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile 

•Classifieds•

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ... 
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.

Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-
7560. (12/29)

H I G H L A N D S - C A -
SHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Contruction – Remod-
els, Additions, Framing, Siding, 
Roofing, Decks, Painting. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (12/29) 

NEED FURNITURE 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do 
it. Call or text James of Going 

Gone at 828-421-2655. (12/29)
CNA/EMT Dependable, 

knowledgeable, dedicated to 
my clients. Stop paying agency 
prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208.

...FIREHOUSE continued from page 1
hold 12 trucks - including the new 
tanker truck coming some time 
next year - sports a heated floor 
that not only makes the space 
comfortable but whose purpose is 
to keep the undercarriage and the 
equipment on the trucks, dry and 
in good working order regardless 
of  the weather. 

Off  the bay area, there are 
rooms where turnout gear can be 
sanitized and cleaned of  hazard-
ous materials often picked up on 
the job.

The huge kitchen and din-
ing area will be the envy of  many 
a chef  in town and includes food 
lockers so the people on duty can 
stock their own food.

There are training and in-
struction spaces, a fitness room, 
bathrooms, showers, computer 
areas, six single dorm-type rooms 
and a fireman’s pole so firefighters 
can reach the ground floor quickly 
when called to respond.

Chief  Ryan Gearhart said 
statistics show that there are more 
accidents when firefighters wake 
up in the middle of  the night and 
attempt to rush down stairs to an-
swer the call versus sliding down 
the pole.

Fire tax proceeds, which have 
been saved over the years, have 
paid for the new firehouse which 
for now will be home to the 27 
volunteers but with hopes of  hir-
ing six full-time paid firefighters in 
the near future. The plan is to have 
two per shift with three shifts.

When not responding to calls, 
those on duty will be responsible 

for keeping the trucks in running 
order, maintaining the hydrants, 
and keeping the entire complex 
clean from top to bottom and 
to exercise in the fitness room at 
least 30 minutes per day.

Gearhart said the depart-
ment will take occupancy once the 
punch list is completed and all the 
equipment and furniture is moved 
in – hopefully by the end of  the 
year. At that point there will be an 
open house for the public.

Burning and Grubbing
At the Nov. 17 Town Board 

meeting, ordinances were amend-
ed to make it clear that burning 
construction waste including veg-
etation that accumulates when 
land clearing is not allowed.

However, homeowners are 
allowed to burn leaves, sticks and 
grass clippings as long as there 
isn’t a burning ban and as along as 
a water source is nearby.

“I believe people can burn 
safely and use common sense,” 
said Commissioner Brian Stiehler.

The vote was 4-1 with Com-

missioner Amy Patterson voting 
against burning of  any kind due 
to air pollution and the chance of  
a fire getting out of  hand.

Leases
Three leases with the town 

are pending – the Chamber of  
Commerce, WHLC and that with 
the Ham Radio tower attachment.

All the leases were looked 
over by Town Attorney Jay Cow-
ard who said he didn’t feel they 
were ready to be signed because 
there is no escape hatch – no ter-
mination clause – for the town.

“The first thing I do when I 
look over a lease is to see if  there 
is any way I can get out of  it,” he 
said. “And in all these cases, the 
town can’t get out of  them, and it 
should be able to,” he said.

The board unanimously 
agreed to have Attorney Coward 
insert a termination clause where 
the town can cancel a lease at 
any time without cause and pres-
ent them at the December Town 
Board meeting.

– Kim Lewicki

Chief Ryan Gearhart explains the kitchen and dining layout in the new 
firehouse. – Photo by Kim Lewicki
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 7 
days a 
week

(closed Wed. 
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

IItt  wwaass  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  
ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu..

114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104

#1 REAL ESTATE 
FIRM
OONN  TTHHEE  PPLLAATTEEAAUU

$291 MILLION
SSAALLEESS  VVOOLLUUMMEE  22002211

276
TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS

$1M
AAVVEERRAAGGEE  SSAALLEE  PPRRIICCEE

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS


