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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Over the last 20 years most 
every church in the Highlands 
downtown area has been reno-
vated or expanded except for the 
Catholic church – Our Lady of  the 

Mountains on Fifth Street.
But the time has come.
At an unveiling of  sorts last 

week, Rev. Father Jason K. Bar-

A new Catholic church 
will soon replace the old

A $5=$10 million capital campaign is in the works to build a baroque-style 
church on the Our Lady of the Mountains campus on 5th St.

At 11:18 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 
13, an attempted robbery took 
place at the Wells Fargo Bank on 
107 south in Cashiers.

A masked Hispanic speaking 
male, who spoke broken English, 
initiated an attempted bank rob-
bery after he gave the teller a bag 

Man tried 
to rob 

Wells Fargo 
in Cashiers

If anyone recognizes this man,  
please contact the Jackson County 
Sheriff’s office or the Highlands  
Police Dept.

The Highlands ABC Store 
has outgrown its space and it’s 
looking to the town for help.

At Thursday’s Town Board 
meeting, ABC Store Manager 
Kevin Vinson and Chairman of  
the ABC Board Steve Mehder 
requested permission to hire a 
contractor to draw up plans for a 
future ABC Store in the soon to 
be abandoned 11,000 sq. ft. Fire 
Station on Oak Street.

The store’s current landlord 
is willing to work with the ABC 
Store even though the lease runs 
out in 2028.

The reason for the projected 
move is two-fold. One, the rent 
would likely be $1 a year which is 
what other tenants of  town build-
ings pay which means its profit 
distribution would increase dra-
matically.

Mehder said if  the ABC 
Store didn’t have to pay rent, more 

of  its proceeds could be given to 
the town’s General Fund as well as 
nonprofits, as required.

And two, the need for more 
space is paramount as the store 
has outgrown its 4,400 sq. ft.

“As our mixed beverage busi-
ness [the service to restaurants, 
bars and country clubs in and out-
side of  town] has increased expo-
nentially over the last three years,” 
said Manager Kevin Vinson, “we 
have been forced to carry extra 
stock in the warehouse side and 
we just don’t have the space for 
it any longer. We only receive two 
trucks a month and we have to 
make sure we have plenty of  in-
ventory in stock to fill our mixed 
beverage orders especially during 
the holiday periods.”

Vinson said due to the lack 
of  warehouse space, some of  
that stock has overflowed into the 

ABC Store looking for 
new digs; has sights on 
the Fire Dept. building

Highlands Middle School project and 
Pre-K gets one step closer

By Brittney Lofthouse
The new members of  the 

Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners unanimously voted 
Tuesday night to authorize Coun-

ty Manager Derek Roland to enter 
into contract negotiations with 
LS3P Architects to complete de-
sign work for middle school reno-
vations at Highlands School. 

Macon County Commis-
sioner Vice-Chairman Josh Young 
noted that the school board had in-
cluded the need for renovations to 
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It’s back, snow that is, and 
we all need to be pre-
pared. The official winter 

season is just around the cor-
ner with next Wednesday be-
ing the first official day.

Last year we dodged a 
bullet with the winter storm 
that brought 12 inches of  
snow. Before the storm there 
were predictions of  16 to 
over 20 inches of  snow. As 
the mayor those projections 
made the hair on the back of  
my head stand up straight. I had visions 
of  the Blizzard of  1994 where Highlands 
was shut completely down for about two 
weeks. 

Luckily, the big 12-inch snowstorm 
last year did not cause any major long-term 
power outages. The roads were covered 
with heavy snow, and normally our road 
crews have equipment that can easily han-
dle 3 to 6 inches of  snow, but when we are 
trying to move 12 inches or more, that is a 
different situation. First, our snow shovel-
ing equipment tends to break more often 
which means that unit has to go back to 

the town shed for repairs. Sec-
ond, during exceptionally large 
snow storms, we have more 
instances where road plowing 
vehicles slide off  the road and 
become stuck. That too requires 
more time for additional staff  
and equipment to pull the stuck 
vehicle back onto the road. And 
finally, plowing large amounts 
of  snow is a management prob-
lem, for example, where do you 
put those large piles of  snow?

Looking at existing storm 
patterns in the West and North makes me 
worry we could have another huge snow 
event. When those massive storms hit, it is 
not business as usual. A major blizzard in 
Western Carolina could be likened to a hur-
ricane hitting Eastern North Carolina. Pow-
er could be lost for a long period of  time 
and roads could be impassable for similar 
periods. So, my advice to those citizens with 
conditions that may be problematic in these 
kinds of  emergency conditions, consider 
evacuating like in a hurricane to safer areas.

Nevertheless, we all need to be pre-
pared for winter snow storms. Sallie and I 
make sure our pantry is full of  food and 
that our propane tank is full. Before an im-
pending snow storm I make sure our cars 
are topped off  with gasoline. We do not 
have a generator so I have flash lights and 
lanterns with batteries on the ready, as well 
as an ample supply of  firewood.

Some might say I am an alarmist, that 
with climate change we don’t even get the 
snow and cold temperatures that Highland-
ers endured 30 years or so ago. But, with 
changing weather patterns those unusual 
storm events do happen. I won’t even dis-
cuss the “ice” word. We are approaching 30 
years since that epic blizzard of  1994, and 
some of  the old time Highlanders tell me 
we are due for another anytime now. I hope 
not, but history has a way of  repeating itself.

I look forward to a white Christmas in 
Highlands just as long as it only around 4 
to 6 inches. We haven’t had a good white 
Christmas for about a decade or more.

Winter is coming
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At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn

Winter Specials

Limited to one guest room per night. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount. 
*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. January 2 - March 30, 2023. Excludes holidays. 

We Locals

Sunday - Thursday  |  January - March 2023

b o o k  t o d a y   |   c a l l  8 6 6 . 5 2 6 . 8 0 0 8

Acorns

25% Off Your Entire  
Purchase at Acorns*

Fitness Center

$20 Fitness and  
Yoga Classes

Old edwards inn & spa

Stay at Old Edwards Inn 
from $195 per night 

madison’s restaurant

Hotel Guests Enjoy a Glass 
of Complimentary 

Champagne with Dinner

Half-mile farm

Stay at Half-Mile Farm  
from $165 per night



Land For 
Sale 

Downtown Highlands 4-acres divisible into 6 lotsNext to Highlands School 
$595,000

WilsonRoadHNC.com 
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

All About Books

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from 

everywhere ... on the street 
or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded 

every Thursday AM

A festive start to the holiday season

I’ve spent plenty of  time 
in Highlands through 
the years, even before I 

became a columnist for this 
paper, but this was only the 
second time I’ve been able to 
attend the annual Christmas 
Parade. What a treat. The cam-
els alone were worth the price 
of  admission, and the occa-
sional raindrop didn’t dampen 
the experience one iota. 

The icing on the cake was 
the opportunity to do a book 
signing after the parade. I 
spent the afternoon ensconced 
in a cozy room at Shakespeare & Company, 
where I was invited to sign the books in 
my Dickens & Christie mystery series. It’s 
difficult to say which experience was more 
fun—viewing the parade or chatting with 
book lovers in a comfy bookshop. 

Munching Christmas cookies at Shake-
speare & Company made me feel as though 
I had crossed the pond to the UK and 
landed in a shop in a Cotswolds village—
much like the one in my books. As readers 
stopped by, we discussed our favorite books 
and authors—Louise Penny, M.C. Beaton, 
Jacqueline Winspear, and more. Like me, 
the main character in my books is an avid 
reader and an Anglophile, so books set in 
England are among my favorites.

Naturally, I also enjoyed answering the 
many questions about my books. Because 
I love decorating for the holidays, I espe-
cially enjoyed writing “Whiskers, Wreaths & 
Murder,” Book III in the series, and “Candy 
Canes, Canines & Crime,” the latest.

How timely that I did an interview last 
week where I again got to answer ques-
tions about my series and the latest Christ-
mas tale. I predict that reading this excerpt 
will bring some of  your favorite Christmas 
memories to mind. Who knows? You may 
even be inspired to run to Shakespeare & 
Company to pick up a Christmas book or 
two.

Q: Where/when is your series set? 
A: This cozy animal mystery is set in 

modern times in the fictional Cotswolds vil-
lage of  Astonbury. The friends that make 
up the cast of  characters occasionally travel 
to other locales in England—Tintagel, Ox-
ford, and Torquay—but the two books set 
at Christmas take place in their home vil-
lage.

Q: Who is your main character? 
A: Leta Petkas Parker, the main charac-

ter, is a fifty-something wid-
ow from Atlanta who retires 
to the Cotswolds with her 
two precious pets—Dick-
ens the dog and Christie the 
cat. She describes herself  as 
a work in progress--making 
new friends and making her 
way. 

Q: Why is Christmas so 
important to the latest book? 

A: Well, it is a Christ-
mas book, after all! But on 
a serious note, for me and 
for Leta, it’s all about the 
memories. The Christmas 

decorations and music I describe in my 
two Christmas books all exist in my life. 
Pulling out my ornaments and collection 
of  stuffed animals is a joyful trip down 
memory lane. Like me, Leta has a cro-
cheted tree topper made by a loved one, 
and she listens to Christmas tunes from all 
eras of  her life. Whether it’s Frank Sinatra, 
Perry Como, or more recent artists like 
Mannheim Steamroller, the tunes put a 
smile on my face and hers. 

For Leta, it’s also bittersweet because 
she’s simultaneously thinking of  her late 
husband and, in the latest Christmas 
book, taking a big step with a new man 
in her life.

Q: What can readers look forward to 
in “Candy Canes, Canines & Crime”?

A: Oh! I think the back cover blurb 
says it all—”The halls are decked with 
holly. But can anyone be jolly when a 
precious pet vanishes without a trace? 
The Yuletide cheer turns sour when Leta 
Parker’s delightful doggo Dickens dashes 
out the door with a canine companion and 
doesn’t return. Can Leta and her team of  
Little Old Ladies unravel the Christmas 
caper in time to make the season merry 
and bright?”

Now, as I turn my attention to wrap-
ping presents, I hope I’ve left you hum-
ming Christmas tunes with a smile on 
your face. In the words of  Jolly Old Saint 
Nick, “Happy Christmas to all and to all a 
good night.”

Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries in 
Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts and 
Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, and on 
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Dec. 15, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

Walk to Mirror Lake, the Performing Arts Center, and the Highlands 
Recreation Center from this 2.65 acre property. The land is framed by a 
flowing creek with a couple of small waterfalls. The property con-
sists of two individual lots that can be subdivided. The upper lot is 1.41 
acres with a 5-bedroom septic permit. The lower lot is 1.24 acres and 
fronts the stream. The cabin on the property is ideal as a getaway 
or guest house.  It has been fully renovated down to the studs, and has a 
new roof, flooring, electrical, and plumbing, plus an updated kitchen. 
There is foam insulation and the crawlspace has been encapsulated. 

2
BR

1
BA

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

IN-TOWN HIGHLANDS
MLS# 101247 | $1,595,000
MITZI RAUERS
(404) 218-9123 | MITZI@BHHSMMR.COM

TOM GOLDACKER
(828) 200-9045 | TOM@BHHSMMR.COM

SOUTHEAST REGION

MIDWEST REGION

NORTHEAST 
REGION

WESTERN 
REGION

The numbers add up. 
So do the sales.
AS A SMALL FIRM,
BHHS MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
ranks SECOND in the Southeast region of the United States.*

AS A SMALL TEAM,
THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
ranks SECOND in North Carolina
and 15th in the ENTIRE United States.*
*As of September 30, 2022 in the BHHS global network of more than 55,000 agents.

Find out what we can do for 
you.

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p / Sat.: 9:30a-4p
CLOSED

Sunday - Tuesday 
493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Offering hot & 
cold sandwiches, 

bakery items, 
and 

SECRET daily 
specials. 

Freshly made 
and ready for 

pick up. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

OPEN for Take-out 
ONLY

Lunch & Dinner
Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 

Closed Wednesdays

 •letters• 

Book me for 
your 

Christmas 
Parties!

• See LETTERS page 10

A review of fiber optic 
service through Hotwire

Dear Editor,
The thick black fiber optic cable you see attached to 

telephone poles throughout town took years to finally be-
come a reality, but that was not the end of  “hurry up and 
wait.” 

I was one of  the first people to sign up for internet 
service through Hotwire. After signing up it took weeks 
of  waiting before they finally got the fiber from the tele-
phone pole to my house. Unfortunately, the crew that did 
that could not connect it, they just got it to the point on the 
house where it would go through the wall and left it hanging 
there. Then I had to wait 3 or 4 weeks for a different crew 
to show up to actually get connected to the internet. Except 
for the long periods of  waiting, the process has been a very 
positive one.

The first order of  business was to put a junction box 
on the side of  my house where the fiber cable from the 
telephone pole would be spliced to a smaller fiber cable that 
would go through the wall and into my house. I was con-
cerned that they would be drilling through the wall and I 
asked if  they could use the old landline phone wire going 
into my house to pull the new fiber cable through the wall. 
They were able to do that with little trouble and soon they 
had an Optical Network Terminal (ONT) sitting on a coun-
ter in my kitchen. 

After the ONT was set up, the next step was to connect 
routers throughout my house. Eero Mesh Routers are much 
higher quality than the routers I have been using for years 
with my old provider and more expensive. 

The first “master” router to be set up connects by a 
wire directly to the ONT. Other routers throughout the 
house can be connected to the master router either wire-
lessly or by wire. The setup crew first placed secondary rout-
ers in two places in my house and connected them wirelessly 
but the coverage was not good upstairs, so an alternative 
setup was required. 

Again, the crew was able to use the old landline phone 
wire to connect two secondary routers placed upstairs so 
that the whole house would have good strong signal. One 
router is in my office and provides a wired connection for 
my computer and WIFI connection for my TV, laptop and 
other WIFI devices. Another secondary router was used to 
assure strong signal strength throughout the house.

The setup crew was impressive and seemed to know 
their stuff. After the issues with the initial setup were re-
solved, things have been going smoothly. 

I have had opportunities to meet with the office staff  
and they also seem to know their stuff. When you sign up 
for service, you will be assigned an Account Manager which 
will be either Will Beck or Omar Medina. They will be a 
point-of-contact for any questions or concerns that arise. 
Both are very customer-friendly and go out of  their way to 
help.

Office Manager Jeremy Adcock is another person who 
has a wide range of  experience and is very customer ori-
ented and willing to help resolve any issues that may arise.

To me the financial part of  signing up for Hotwire is 
an area full of  add-on charges. They will provide you with 
Eero routers and you will pay $9.99 a month for each one or 
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Buy Today

Spoil someone  
you lovE

Give an Old Edwards Gift Card

Easily order traditional gift cards and 
e-cards right from your computer, 

tablet, or phone. 

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 
Some advice about renovations

We purchased a prop-
erty two years ago 
which needed major 

repairs and renovations. The 
house had been vacant for 12 
years, had active roof  leaks 
and mold infestation. Although 
many would have torn the 
house down, we thought it was 
well built, had some neat fea-
tures and wanted to renovate. 
Initially, the plan was to make 
repairs, update the kitchen and 
baths, add central HVAC and 
do cosmetic work. It ended up being taken 
down to the studs and subfloor inside; with 
new windows, doors, roof  and siding out-
side. We were finally able to move in just 
before Thanksgiving, making it a 23-month 
long project. 

Previously renovating a number of  
houses, this was by far the biggest project 
I have done. I learned a lot and am going 
to share some suggestions for anyone that 
is going to do a renovation or even a new 
build.

1) Work with professionals. This could 
be an architect, designer, engineer, kitchen 
or lighting specialist, or a combination of  
several depending on the complexity of  
the project. Walk through the options and 
details and have good drawings and speci-
fications prepared. Ultimately, this could 
cost less than tearing out things that were 
done incorrectly or did not work as you 
think they would. There are numerous tal-
ented professionals on the plateau that you 
can work with depending on your particular 
project.

2) Have an organized book, folder or 
Pinterest file of  pictures of  what you like. 
Styles of  houses, colors, details of  trim, 
doors, windows, floors, cabinets, appliances, 
etc. This will make it easy for the profes-
sional to understand what you are looking 
to achieve. 

3) Pick out as much as you can in ad-
vance. This would include items like plumb-
ing fixtures, light fixtures and appliances. 
Exterior items like shingle material and gut-
ter type; window style and function; shut-
ter material and colors for all these items. 
There is the bath tile material, grout color, 
vanities and shower doors. Door and cabi-
net hardware style and finish. Will the siding 
be wood or some other material? Decking, 
deck and porch railings. The options are 

unlimited and the hundreds of  
decisions to make can easily be-
come overwhelming. Waiting 
to the last minute to find out 
something is backordered will 
delay the process and can result 
in extra trip charges from sub-
contractors.

4) Talk with several build-
ers, check their references and 
work, and have a signed con-
tract that clearly states what 
each party is responsible for. 
Know which items are fixed 

price, which are cost plus and which have 
an allowance? The cheapest proposal prob-
ably isn’t going to be the best choice.

5) Order appliances, windows and any-
thing else the builder recommends early and 
create the schedule around the delivery of  
those items. Our appliances took 11 months 
and windows took 5 months. Demolition 
occurred in September and October, but 
nothing much could happen until the win-
dows arrived in April. Once they arrived, we 
started seeing progress.

6) Be clear about what is being removed 
and what is staying. We had not made a de-
cision on the few rooms of  existing hard-
wood floors. That decision was made when 
they were the first item removed during 
demolition. The plumbers showed up and 
removed 90 percent of  the copper pipes, 
which were perfectly fine. They loaded it up 
in their van and we didn’t see them for an-
other month.

7) There has been so much change re-
garding internet, smart TVs, speakers, wire-
less networks, alarm systems and access to 
appliances, doors, thermostats from your 
phone or tablet. Work with a technology 
company to make sure you are not only up 
to date, but they will know what is coming 
and can make sure you are wired where you 
need to be and that a wireless system works. 

8) There are a number of  local artisans 
on the plateau that can be used. Cabinet 
companies, iron workers and wood work-
ers can build a custom hood, specialty iron 
handrails, a unique fireplace surround or 
custom fireplace mantle. These are truly art-
ists and they can help create ideas that work 
within your budget. Keep in mind that your 
contractor can help recommend them, as 
well as other subcontractors that they have 
experience working with.

• See INVESTING page 12
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Acreage to Inspire
OFA SELECTION OF AVAILABLE LOTS ON THE PLATEAU

RUSSELL RIDGE

HIGHLANDS POINT LOT 22 GLENNVIEW LANE

This site provides you the opportunity to build 
your perfect mountain home. Highlands has it all!

Highlands, NC 28741 | $119,000 | MLS #97014 
Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 828-526-8487

Exceptional riverfront lot with pristine river views. Four 
platted lots were combined to form this 2.21 acre parcel.

Cullowhee, NC 28723 | $349,900 | MLS #101010 
Gregory Harrison | 828-200-9307

The perfect property to build a private retreat with 
some long range views of Blue Valley.

Highlands, NC 28741 | $177,000 | MLS #101246 
Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448

Your mountain getaway awaits you! Two plus acre 
sized lot with deeded additional parcel for well. 

Franklin, NC 28734 | $63,000 | MLS #101188 
Bill Travers | 941-544-7516

WEST FORK BEND

#1 in the Carolinas



• See LETTERS page 11
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“Let Andrea Gabbard 
fine your perfect home.”

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateau 2020
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPERTY?
2.54 acres (2 lots + 4 BR home)

1415 Whiteside Mountain Road
Offered for $1,300,000

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

if  you need 3 you get them for $24.99 per 
month. That works out to $299.88 per year 
FOREVER. So, I purchased 3 Eero routers 
from Amazon for $599 so in just under two 
years, cutting out the rental fee will cover 
the cost of  my purchased routers.

I did not sign up for a phone service 
through Hotwire so I can’t provide any in-

sight for that service. I briefly signed up for 
TV service through Hotwire and quickly 
cancelled it due to all the add-on fees. For 
each TV you must pay a monthly rental fee 
of  $9.99 for a set top box that is added on 
to the TV service fee. There are also other 
fees added to what they say is the cost of  
the TV service. DirecTV Streaming was the 

only streaming service I could find that al-
lows me to watch the Braves and all of  the 
other programs I watched on my old cable 
TV service.

The internet speed is very good at over 
300 mbps and is very stable. Except for 
power outages I have not lost service since 
the initial installation.

For me the internet service is a sig-
nificant improvement over my old provider 
that seemed to go down whenever I needed 
it the most. The speed I get through Hot-
wire is also a major improvement.

The bottom line is while waiting years 
for access to fiber optic internet service was 
frustrating, I have had a very positive expe-
rience with Hotwire.

Morris Williams
Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 7

Dear Editor,
Army beat Navy in double overtime 

this past weekend. Probably not many of  
you watched the game but in the past that 
was considered “the game of  the year.” 
Every year when they play, it brings back 
a very special childhood memory. We were 
kids playing football in the back yard and 
my dad called the boys in to see the first 
live broadcast of  a football game. My father 
could not believe that we could watch, in 
Mobile, AL, an Army vs. Navy game be-
ing played in Philadelphia at the same time 
the game was being played. I am sure he 
thought at the time we had reached the limit 
of  technology.

My father was raised in a different 
area. He loved to fish and hunt. His favorite 
“sport” was quail hunting and we had a bird 
dog that was our family pet until my dad 
got out his shot gun, and our pet became a 
world class bird dog. Times have changed 
because my dad had several places to hunt 
wild quail; and when he came home, we 
had quail for dinner. Today almost all quail 
hunting is on quail preserves.

When I was a kid growing up, the 
families in our neighborhood had one car 
and a large house was three bedrooms and 
maybe two baths. It was a good life. We had 
it made with indoor plumbing, natural gas 
heat, hot water, electricity, (sorry no air-con-
ditioning), and the world’s greatest inven-
tion -- televisions. High schools didn’t have 
to worry about parking spaces for students.

So, let’s fast forward to today’s life. I 
have to say life is great in Highlands. Moth-
er Nature has given us beautiful mountains 
and a rain forest with unbelievable vegeta-
tion.  We seem to have all we want, and a lot 
more than we need. Highlands is very spe-
cial! We are blessed to have a giving com-
munity with caring and friendly folks.

All of  us like to reflect on the loved 
ones from our past and what it was like in 
the “good old days.”  That is why we teach 
history in schools and value our past. Yes, 
history is a rich treasure and the exhibits at 
the Highlands Historical Society’s museum 
and Prince House allow us to stroll back to 
those early Highlands’ years between 1875 
- 1900 when the first churches were built 
on Main Street, the resort industry was in 
the earliest stages and transportation was al-
most nonexistent. The museum tracks from 
those earliest days through the growth of  

Cherishing the past 
and appreciating 

the present
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Thank you to everyone who helped 

Make th e Magic!
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty 

and Gardner Davis

Bob Baxter

Debbie Bock

David Bock

Highlands Police Department

Highlands School

Matthew Eberz

Ricky Siegel

Steve Ham

Steve Mehder

Tate Landscaping

Tay Branaugh

And all our participants, spectators and volunteers!

visithighlandsnc.com
The 2022 Highlands Christmas Parade is made possible by the 

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

...LETTERS continued from page 10
the golf  industry and the history of  eight 
of  Highlands cultural gems.

As we approach the Holiday Season, 
all the HHS board members wish you 
the best of  health and happiness during 
this wonderful time of  the year.  Also, we 
thank you for your support to allow us to 
preserve and promote the rich heritage of  
Highlands for present and future genera-
tions.

Harry McDonald
Highlands Historical Society

A Tribute to Harry 
Bears on the 

closing of the Toy 
Store, Book Nook 
and Bags on Main

Dear Editor,
Behind every strong and successful 

woman is a committed and supportive 
man. Unfortunately, that is not always 
true! But in this case it is. 

Harry and Michelle Bears are an un-
beatable team. Harry has been a quiet sup-
porter of  The Toy Store, Book Nook and 
Bags On Main for many, many years. His 
business savvy coupled with Michelle’s 
years of  experience have created three 
very successful businesses. It’s always 
good to leave on a high note!

Harry built the walls to create Bags 
On Main out of  a section of  The Toy 
Store. He worked tirelessly with Michelle 
to decorate and expand the product se-
lection to become the destination hand-
bag store in Highlands. After 10 years of  
business Harry is now tearing down those 
very same walls. He, Michelle and staff  are 
working long hours, hauling, loading out, 

diligently sanding, priming and painting the 
The Toy Store, Book Nook and Bags on 
Main to ready it for the next occupant.

The new adventure begins for Harry 
and Michelle working together at The 
Southern Way, just a few doors from The 
Toy Store. Harry will be adding a few favor-
ite lines from Bags on Main to the women’s 
section and as always, an exceptional selec-
tion of  men’s wear.

Many thanks, Harry Bears for all you 
do. You are the best example of  an effi-
cient, effective, honest and most of  all, car-
ing business owner. You exemplify the very 
best in small businesses. It has been a joy 
working with you and I look forward to our 
continued success at The Southern Way.

Janet Wilson
Manager

Bags on Main

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt 

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!
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Christmas Eve Masses
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church• 4 pm
St. Jude’s Catholic Church (Sapphire Valley) • 6 pm

Christmas Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Church• 9 am

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church • 11 am

New Year’s Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Church • 9 am

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church • 11 a.m.

Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands • 828-526-2418
www.olmhighlands.com

3011 U.S. 64, Sapphire • 828-743-5717
www.stjudeofsapphirevalley.org

. . . 
/om u.s as wt ;ourneyto tht mangtr wzth thtcharacters of tht Christmas Story at First Presbyterian Church of Highlands 
Sunday.December 18 11:00am 

12:00pm 
Saturday, Decern ber 24 4:30pm 

s,oopm 
Sunday, December 25 11:00am 

12:00pm 

S\mday Celebration - The Shepherds 
Congregational Luncheon 
Prelude by John Wlc key, HQrpist 
Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight - T11e Angels 
Christmas Stories & Songs 
Congregational COOKIES!!! 

All are welwne ! Todos son bienvenidos ! 
471 Main Street in Highlands 

828.S 26.3175
www.fpchighlands.org 

LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

2152 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS 

�AtU{�h.tf �'"' 

Christmas Eve
Services

December 24 @ 2 PM

Family-oriented Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

in the Sanctuary 
5pm

Featuring our Children’s Christmas Pageant
Christmas Eve Eucharist Service 

7pm
In the Church Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Singing with Less
In the Faith and Fellowship Center

Christmas Day Eucharist
in the Sanctuary

8:45pm 
Christmas Day Breakfast
In the Faith and Fellowship Center

9:15am
Christmas Combined Worship Service

Join us in celebrating the birth 
of our Savior at the

Highlands United Methodist Church

Pastor Randy Lucas
315 Main Street • 828-526-3376 • highlandsumc@icloud.com

10am
in the Sanctuary

8pm

9) Make sure that things are 
installed in the appropriate or-
der. Our flooring contractor had 
a window of  time to install and 
finish the floors, or we would 
have had to wait six more weeks. 
We had them installed and cov-
ered them for protection. When 
we uncovered them, we found 
that they had cupped due to high 
humidity. Giving them time to lay 
back down ended up delaying our 
move in date at least six weeks.

10) Visit the job as often 
as possible. We visited daily and 
some things were still wrong. I 
walked in to find a painter paint-
ing a door that was to be stained. 
Things like that are going to hap-
pen and you make the decision 
of  how to handle it. If  you are 
not able to be here, that is all the 
more reason to hire a profession-
al.

Years ago, a neighbor told 
me that renovating on the pla-
teau will cost twice as much as 
you budget and it will take twice 
as long as planned. Yes, when we 
bought, we thought we would be 
in by Thanksgiving, 2021. It did 
take twice as long as expected, 
and we were significantly over 
budget. However, we ran into 
unexpected items, expanded the 
scope of  work, and did this in the 
midst of  a pandemic with mate-
rial and worker shortages. 

There were crews that 
would show up at 7:30 in the 
morning and work until 7:30 at 
night, six days a week. There were 
also crews that would work four 
hours a day, or even four hours a 
week. In the end we are pleased 
with the (almost) finished prod-
uct and enjoyed working with all 
of  the many workers that spent 
time on the project. Now, if  we 
can just get some garage doors 
and if  I can sell some houses to 
pay for it!

• Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-
Charge of  Landmark Realty Group’s 
Highlands Office. Stop by his office on 
Main Street to say hello or reach him at 
678-936-9309 or carl@landmarkrg.
com. 
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WITH THE INCARNATION 
CHOIR & SOLOISTS

Featuring Hymns, Carols, and Works by 
Bach, Schubert, Archangelsky, Handel, 
Mathias, Archer

Charles M. Banks, Organist and Choirmaster

...ROB continued from page 1

By Steve Hott
Coach

On Saturday, December 
10, the Highlands Varsity Swim 
Team was one of  seven team 
who competed in the Candy 
Cane Invitational in Murphy, 
NC.
      Though they were missing 
four of  nine team members due 
to injury, vacation and other is-
sues, the Highlands School boys 
team -- sophomore Finneaus 
Garner, freshmen Paolo McRae, 
Conner Hughes, and Jesus Men-
doza -- swam well and finished 
third.
    Missing one of  two girls, fresh-
men Tate Wilson swam regional 
consideration times in both the 
50 and 100 freestyle finishing 7th 
and 5th, respectively.
    The boys 200 medley and 

200 free relays took 3rd and 4th.  
Hughes swam the 2nd fastest boys 
500 free in the history of  the meet 
finishing 2nd to the new record 
holder also with a regional consid-
eration time.  
Garner, Hughes and Mendoza fin-
ished 3rd, 4th, and 21st in the 50 
freestyle. Garner with a regional au-
tomatic qualifying time, Hughes a 
consideration time. Garner, McRae 
and Mendoza teamed up for a 4, 
7, 14 finish in the 100 free. Again 
Garner with an automatic time and 
McRae with a consideration time. 
McRae also swam a consideration 
time in the 100 breaststroke finish-
ing 3rd.
    The Highlands School Varsity 
Swim Teams’ next meet is on Sat-
urday, January 7, 2023 in Tallulah 
Falls.

HS Varsity Swim Team holds its 
own at meet in Murphy

and said, “Put the money in the 
bag.”

Instead, the bank teller acti-
vated the burglar alarm at which 
point the man fled on foot with-
out any money.

According to Jackson Coun-
ty Sheriff  Doug Farmer, based 
on the photos taken from the 
bank video, he may have been 
wearing a detonator device on his 
chest. 

“You can see something me-
tallic on his chest and a cord in 
his hand,” said Farmer.

He was last seen fleeing by 
foot into a nearby wooden area 
which was searched by multiple 
officers and canine who was able 
to pick up a scent trail outside the 
bank.

It is said he wore a grey 
hoodie, and grey and blue or dark 
clothing. 

Though in the next town 
over, the Highlands Police De-
partment notified businesses in 
Highlands – retail shops, restau-
rants and banks -- and conducted 
perimeter patrols throughout the 
business district and at the local 
banks. 

Chief  Andrea Holland asked 
citizens to be on the lookout for 
any suspicious behavior. 

She also told Highlands 
School to lockdown. Until school 
got out, four officers walked the 
perimeter and when school got 
out, they followed students headed 
to town on foot and continued to 
patrol.

The Jackson County Sheriff ’s 
Office notified the schools in Ca-
shiers and suggested a lockdown, 
too.

Students at Summit Charter 
and Blue Ridge School were re-
quired to stay in their locked class-
rooms, to not go outside nor to 
transition to classes until further 
notice.

While some deputies tracked 
in the woods, multiple deputies 
stayed at the bank to process the 
scene.

As of  press time Wednesday, 
Sheriff  Farmer said there are no 
more details at this time. 

“Detectives are still working 
diligently on the case which is ac-
tive and ongoing,” he said.

The Jackson County Sheriff ’s 
Office and the Highlands Police 
Department said if  anyone knows 
the man or has information about 
the case to call them at 828-586-
4355 or (828) 526-9431, respec-
tively.

– Kim Lewicki

...PROJECT continued from page 1

• See PROJECT page 22

the middle school including roof  
repairs, new windows, flooring up-
grades and repairs to the HVAC 
system in their capitol improve-
ment plan. 

With funding available 
through the North Carolina Edu-
cation Lottery need-based school 
construction grant, the design 
work and architectural services for 
the renovation project at High-

lands Middle School will be fund-
ed through the grant, rather than a 
local allocation. 

Last year, the lottery raised 
a record $936 million to support 
education programs across North 
Carolina. In the same year, Ma-
con County received $351,720 for 
school construction needs, which 
was allocated based on local offi-
cials who decided the best use of  

the construction funds. 
The Board of  Commission-

ers voted in October to apply for 
the lottery funds, which are part 
of  the repair, renovation, and ex-
pansion fund with the NC Lot-
tery. In a 4-1 vote, commissioners 
approved the application for the 
funds, which will now be used to 
pay for the design of  the project. 

Earlier this year, the 
NCACC’s 115th Annual Confer-
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•HigHlanDs area eVents•
ICE RINK SCHEDULE 

(Through March 5)
• Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Fri-

day 3:30-10pm; Saturday1-10pm; 
Sunday1-5pm. $5 for skate rent-
al & skating 

NEW Rec Pool Schedule
• Public Swim: Sat. 11a-6p; 

Sun., 1-6p. Adult Swim: Tues & 
Wed 11a-5p and Mon., Thurs., 
Fri., 11a-2p. Lap Swim: MOn-Fri 
6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. 828-
526-1595.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in High-
lands from 5:30-6:30pm. No reg-
istration required – just show up 
and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 
828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women with 
financial need who want to re-
turn to school or further their 
education meets at 10 a.m. More 
meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-
3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still 
uncomfortable with in-person 
gatherings may participate via 
Zoom meetings held on the 
second or third Tuesday of each 
month at 3pm. Members receive 
weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will 
assemble. For more information 
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10-11am. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and 
outside. 10am-1pm, everyone 
is welcome so come out and 
enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry be-

hind the Methodist Church on 
Spring Street is open from 10a 
to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about 
movement. 5:30-6:30pm and 
Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For 
more information, call Anna 
267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exer-

cise Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 
a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 
8-9a. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 
for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with 

Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. 
Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-
tion class with different types 
of exercise. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more informa-
tion

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix 
of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide 
variety of STEAM, nature, and 
craft activities.For more in-
formation about any of these 
summer activities, contact 
Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Car-

olina Woodturners Club meets 
in Highlands at The Bascom at 
10 a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/909 
Chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9am and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10amWe invite ALL 
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior 
Lunches noon in the meeting 
room. For any other information 
call Lester Norris or Maxine Ra-
mey at 828-526-3556.

Saturdays in December 
• Santa in the Park in Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park. San-
ta will appear in the park each 
Saturday to hear wishes from 
children of all ages. He will also 
periodically stop by to retrieve 
letters placed in a special mail-
box in the park. 

Thurs., Dec. 15
• At The Bascom, Exhibition 

Reception for Listening to the 
Land | Free. 5-6:30 pm

Dec. 16-31
• The Mountain Theatre 

Company presents Home for 
the Holidays, a Christmas Tradi-
tion. Celebrate the season as we 
make magic in the mountains this 
holiday. at The Playhouse on Oak 
Street. Wednesday - Saturday @ 
7:30p and Saturday & Sunday @ 
2p. For tickets go to www.moun-
taintheatre.com. 

Sat., Dec. 17
• Ceremony and wreath 

laying at noon in the cemetery. 
Ceremony is at the Community 
Building and shuttles will take 
volunteers to and from the cem-
etery to lay veteran wreaths. For 
more info, call Phil Potts at 828-
200-9753 or email ppotts63@
frontier.com

Sat. & Sun, Jan. 28-29
• Snow Fest in Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park. It’s 
back and better! Bring friends 
and family for guaranteed winter 
fun (courtesy of snow blowers, if 
needed) in the park. A snowball 
toss, a merry-go-round, a snow 
slide, s’mores, “snowga” (a twist 
on yoga) and more.

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

To all our customers new and young at heart!
Thank you for visiting our new location.

We would not have been able to build this 
beautiful building without you.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

Nancy & Bob.
Nancy’s Fancy & Men’s Exchange

Open Mon.-Sat. 10a to 4p or by Appointment. 
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Visit our new Highlands Mercantile 
Store on Main Street.

...CATHOLIC continued from page 1

one, parochial administrator, an-
nounced the church’s “Building a 
Beacon of  Catholic Faith” capital 
campaign with $5-$10 million in 
its sights.

The plans to build a new 
church, revitalize the church 
property – whereby revitalizing 
the parish – are substantial and 
started January 2022.

The idea is that the baroque-
style church structure of  ap-
proximately 9,000 square feet will 
provide a comfortable church for 
celebrating Mass and the Sacra-
ments; seating for approximately 
300 people; a narthex for fellow-
ship before and after Mass and 
for use as a cry room; dedicated 
spaces for the confessional, Bap-
tismal font, sacristy, and vestry 
for the priest and altar servers; a 
choir loft for singers and musi-
cians, as well as the organ, piano, 
and other instruments; restrooms 
that are fully accessible by all and 
appropriately located.

This is a far cry from the cur-
rent building which has long out-
grown its use.

In the 1930s – a quaint 
Catholic mission was established 

on the plateau and priests from 
Waynesville, NC, offered Mass in 
Highlands every other week in the 
school auditorium in the High-
lands Playhouse. 

Bishop Vincent Waters of  
the Diocese of  Raleigh eventually 
purchased 2.5 acres of  land on 
5th Street in Highlands to estab-
lish Our Lady of  the Mountain’s 
Mission and in 1950, built the cur-
rent church. In 1950 it served 35 
families year-round and 45 fami-
lies seasonally. As it is now, OLM 
is debt-free.

As Highlands’ popular-
ity grew, so did Our Lady of  the 
Mountains. 

Between 1986 and 1990, a 
two-story wing was added to the 
church that doubled its seating ca-
pacity and provided a lower-level 
parish hall. A rectory and a retreat 
cottage was also built. For the next 
32 years, however, the mission’s 
campus remained unchanged ex-
cept for the construction of  a 
21-niche columbarium in 2021. 

Today, Our Lady of  the 
Mountains serves over 325 fami-
lies, full-time or seasonally, plus 

With its traditional rectangular floorplan, the sanctuary of the new church will allow all worshipers todirect their 
focus simultaneously on the High Altar, the tabernacle, and the crucifix. The 2.5-acre campus in downtown Highlands. 
It provides an ideal site for the new church, as well as room for future construction of a parish hall and office facility.

• See CATHOLIC page 22
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
from 

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY!

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
828.200.3050

By Casey Anglin 
Of  the 16 guests who arrived 

at Maestro Fletcher Wolfe‘s home 
in Sky Valley recently for dinner 
and a concert, many were out-
standing classical musicians.

Attending and performing 
was the well-known piano vir-
tuoso of  the Nashville Symphony 
Orchestra, Kathleen Warner. Also 
attending was her husband Harry, 
who is a premier percussionist with 
the orchestra. Mrs. Warner enter-
tained the group playing a compo-
sition by Franz Liszt on the Mae-
stro‘s concert grand piano.

Also performing for the 
guests that evening was the well-
known flutist, Candace Keach. Ms. 
Keach, also a soloist with several 
major orchestras, is a flute teacher 
at Lovett and Westminster schools 
in Atlanta and Spelman College. 
She and Mrs. Warner presented 
several pieces together. 

Other musicians in attendance 
who came to honor the Maestro 
were Ann and Don Ahnberg. Both 
have had close musical associations 
with Maestro over the years. 

Maestro Wolfe, former Direc-
tor of  Music at Highlands Epis-
copal Church was also the Direc-
tor of  the Highlands Community 
Chorus for several years. 

Now almost in his 91st year 
Maestro Wolfe recently returned 
home from France and Italy where 
he had performed many times. 
During his long musical history, 
he appeared many times in France 
with one of  the world’s most fa-
mous artist and composers, Nadia 
Boulanger. 

When he was a young baritone 
soloist, the Maestro appeared with 
Nadia Boulanger many times in 
concerts in Fontainebleau France. 
Mlle Boulanger lived in the Palace 
Château in Louis the 14th’s apart-
ment and young Fletcher occupied 
Louis the 15th’s. 

On his most recent trip back 
to France he again visited the 
Château Fontainebleau which also 
served as Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
headquarters.

Later on, after his return to 
New York, he made his debut at 
Carnegie Hall and was chosen by 
Rick Besoyan for the lead in his 
new Broadway production “The 
Prince of  Liederkranz.” His pro-
tagonist for the show was Eileen 

Brennan, later a movie star.
On his latest visit to Europe 

the Maestro also visited Venice It-
aly where he had appeared in many 
concerts and while there had din-
ner with Maestro Roberto Maconi 
and his wife at the Cipriani Hotel. 
Maestro Maconi has been the or-
ganist at St. Mark’s Cathedral in 
Venice for over 50 years. 

Following Mr. Wolfe’s singing 
career he came to Atlanta where he 
founded and directed the world-
famous Atlanta Boy Choir for 60 
years. 6000 boys came under his tu-
telage and many of  them have also 
become famous musicians. Pulit-
zer Prize winner, Taylor Branch 
was a member of  the Atlanta Boy 
Choir in the 1950s and he has con-
tinued to enjoy singing throughout 
his life as a tenor chorister with 
the Brown Memorial Park Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. 
Also, some of  the choir members 
include the Metropolitan opera 
star Maurice Robinson. Mark 
Stringer, professional conductor at 
the Vienna Conservatory. Benja-
min Beilman, international concert 
violinist. Chris Neiman, television 
star. Dwayne Shattuck, tv pro-
ducer and multiple Emmy Award 
winner. Tony Award winner and 
Broadway Star Shuler Hensley 
are some of  the boys the Maestro 
trained. These are just a few of  the 
world achievers who give Maestro 
Wolfe and the time they spent in 
the Atlanta Boy Choir as a great 
reason for their success. 

Continuing Maestro Wolfe’s 
musical adventures, I think I 
should mention his organizing the 
Georgia Festival Of  The Arts In 
Italy. This included two painters 
and sculptors of  the many par-
ticipating were Rosemary Stiefel 

a Highlander and Betty Sanders, 
wife of  Georgia Governor Carl 
Sanders. Also, included an opera 
company, a ballet company and 
a black jazz group. This group of  
over 100 performed under Mae-
stro Wolfe’s direction all over Italy 
for several years.

Maestro Wolfe has been 
given many awards over the years 
for his performances by many 
countries including Russia who 
made him a Knight of  Malta and 
Italy where he was given the high-
est award that of  being made a 
Commendatore by the President 
of  Italy Alessandro Pertini in the 
Palazzo Giustiniani. 

Later during his many appear-
ances with the Atlanta Symphony, 
he won the Grammy Award and 
much of  this worldwide recogni-
tion was the subject for this de-
lightful November event.

Some of  those attending was 
Helen Moore from Highlands, a 
longtime friend of  Maestro Wolfe 
and his late wife Roberta. Also at-
tending was Superior Court Judge 
Jack Partain and his wife Pamela 
from Dalton, GA. Judge Partain 
had been one of  his boys in the 
1950s. 

During 2016 the Maestro 
and his choir were featured in the 
Hollywood film “Captain America 
Civil War.” His being invited to 
walk the red carpet in Hollywood 
for its premier performance, he 
invited Megan Lewicki, the daugh-
ter of  Highlands Jim and Kim Le-
wicki who was there beginning a 
career as an actor.

So many of  those who came 
out for this event have profited 
from their long relationship with 
the Maestro and wish him many 
more years ahead!

Maestro Roberto Maconi and his wife with Wolfe in Venice, Italy. 

Musicians honor Maestro Fletcher Wolfe
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...ABC STORE continued from page 1

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD D Church 
Shepherd 

of 1he 
Bazaar 

Good 
Barn 

BAZAAR BARN � GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn 

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

*HOLIDAY SALE*
so% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS 

25% OFF LIGHTING & ART 

Shoppes on the Green 
94 US HWY 64 W 

Cashiers, NC 
Right behind the Crossroads 

For more information, or to donate, Contact Skip Ryan at (828) 226-2588 

Highlands Mercantile Now Open!Highlands Mercantile Now Open!
322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

showroom causing clutter. 
“We would rather have clean, 

clear pathways for people to be 
able to shop comfortably,” he 
said. “There is also the challenge 
of  having enough room to pack 
the orders and receive shipments 
in the warehouse side due to the 
lack of  storage.”

In addition, about three years 
ago, Vinson said Ready To Drink 
beverages started taking over the 
liquor industry by storm. About 1 
½ years ago, the NC ABC Com-
mission approved the installation 
of  coolers in the ABC Stores to 
accommodate the new item.

Vinson said their first 3-door 
cooler was installed early Septem-
ber which took up the “sales” area 
of  the store.

“That has really taken off  
and as that market continues to 
grow, we will need more coolers 
and more floor space in the next 
3-5 years,” he said.

Mayor Pat Taylor said moving 
into the fire department building 
is a cost-effective plan opposed to 
building an entire building.

“The benefit of  bringing 
the ABC Store back onto town 
property and into a town build-
ing means they aren’t paying rent 
so the savings will go to the town 
and to the nonprofits,” he said. 

He reminded the board that 
the original ABC Store was in the 
current Police Department build-
ing. 

Mehder said the potential 
renovation won’t be a burden to 
the town.

However, Commissioners 
Marc Hehn and Amy Patterson 
suggested the town take its time 
and look at the entire tract includ-
ing The Playhouse site before 
making a decision.

Hehn said the Comprehen-
sive Plan had a couple of  sugges-
tions for the tract which should be 
considered.

Commissioner Patterson said 
she understands that the ABC 
Store needs more space but con-
sideration needs to be given to 
town property and town needs.

“I’m saying that it is a town 
building, and we need to make 

sure we maximize what’s the best 
use for the Town of  Highlands,” 
she said. “I agree that we shouldn’t 
make a decision tonight since this 
is the first we’ve heard about it. We 
knew that we were going to have 
to decide what the building will be, 
but I don’t know enough about it 
or how chopped up it is, or how 
useful it will be. There is no rush 
on this, we can take a month or 
two to look at it.”

Commissioner John Dotson 
said he thought Highlands Plaza 
was a good spot for the ABC Store 
using the same argument used 
years ago when the store moved 
from the Police Department build-
ing to Highlands Plaza.

“I think the location as far 
as revenue for the ABC Store is 
concerned is in a great location, 
despite the square footage limita-
tions,” he said. “You have parking, 
other stores around; if  they move 
to the fire department there will be 
no spontaneous buying. It’s going 
to be a destination.”

 Mehder and Commissioner 
Eric Pierson said the ABC Board 
was only asking permission to do 
preliminary work with an architect 
and contractor to see if  their plan 
will work.

“This is just the first step so 
we can come back with a plan,” 
said Mehder. “We have conceptu-
alized how we will use this space. 
We know we need at least 50% 
more space than we have now 
plus there will be more things in 
retail sales that are likely to come 
aboard. We just need permission 
to get with an architect to see how 
we could utilize the space. Then 
we will come back with a render-
ing and so on.”

Commissioner Patterson said 
the town doesn’t have any plans 
for the space now but that doesn’t 
mean it won’t have plans. 

“Maybe it’s an ABC Store, but 
maybe it’s not,” she said.

In the end the board agreed 
to let the ABC Board proceed with 
a conceptual design and that the 
potential project will be consid-
ered at a later date.

– Kim Lewicki
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah&Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•sPiritually sPeaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 22

Sr. Pastor 
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

It’s Time…

A woman was nervously waiting at the airport for her 
husband to return from his skydiving lesson. The 
pilot approached her: “I’m sorry, but there’s been 

an accident. I have some bad news, some good news, some 
more bad news, and some more good news. The bad news 
is your husband fell out of  the plane. The good news is he 
had his parachute on. The bad news is he hit the ground 
before his chute could open. The good news is we hadn’t 
even taken off  yet.”

There’s no shortage of  news relentlessly coming at us 
in this cultural moment. We have access to news far more 
now than ever before. We can know what is going on in 
this world nearly instantaneously. Circulating news, two 
centuries ago, was both good and bad, yet rarely quick or 
in real time.

When we get word that a couple is going to have a 
baby, we receive that as good news. I have friends who live 
in Cashiers, who will soon have their baby in Greenville, 
SC. That’s Greenville SC, not Glenville, NC. Well, they are 
not going to actually deliver a baby, the mother is going 
to do that, but you get the idea. Pregnant moms usually 
utter just two words that set into motion a series of  of-
ten rehearsed events that lead to the delivery of  a baby or 
sometimes babies. What are those two words? “It’s time.” 
Once she says, “it’s time,” only one thing in life changes, 
“everything.” 

Being Christmas and all, let’s think about one such 
world-altering, mood -altering event, likely preceded by the 
phrase uttered by a young teenaged girl named Mary, “It’s 
time.” 

So it was, that while they were there, the days were 
completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth 
her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn. Luke 2:6-7 

I am hoping that each of  us knows ourselves fairly 
well. I personally know myself  well. I have always been 
with myself  for my entire life. I have been present for every 
thought, feeling, victory and defeat I have ever experienced. 
There were times in my younger days when I was, what you 
might say, temporarily out of  my mind, but for the most 
part I am the guy to ask about me. You are likely the same 
about yourself? So, knowing what you know about your-
self, if  God himself  was to utter these words to you deep 
in your heart…”It’s time.” How would you follow up those 
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries 

from Nov. 21. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Nov. 21
• At 10:50 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident at W. 
Church and Spring streets.

Dec. 4
• At 4:57 p.m., officers responded 

to a call of a breaking and entering at a 
residence on Upper Lake Road where 
household goods valued at $100 were 
taken.

Dec. 6
• At 4:10 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident on W. 
Church Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Dec. 7

Dec. 7
• At 5:51 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a call of smoke on the Cashiers 
Road.

• At 8:27 a.m., the dept. provided 
public assistance at a location on the 

Cashiers Road.
Dec. 8
• At 12:56 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on the 
Dillard Road.

• At 6:09 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a call of a pedestrian being hit by a 
vehicle on Main Street.

Dec. 9
• At 8:57 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Carriage 
Lane.

Dec. 11
• At 6:25 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on the Dil-
lard Road.

• At 10:08 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
between a bear and a vehicle on the 
Dillard Road.

Dec. 12
• At 11:45 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Foreman Road.

• At 5:03 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a call of a possible gas leak at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

words? “It’s time.” What is it time for you 
to do, say, confess, learn, experience that 
the Lord Himself  would thoroughly enjoy 
seeing you experience? 

Mary brought forth her first-born 
Son. Maybe it’s time to make Him first or 
at least move up the relational rankings in 
your life? 

She wrapped Him in swaddling cloths… 
(much like Egyptian burial cloths), like the 
hospital blankets for babies with the blue 
and pink and I think green accent stripes. 
Maybe it’s time for you and me to be a little 
less wrapped up in something that keeps 
us from He who is meant to be the first 
friendship on our list. 

… and laid Him in a manger (feeding 
trough). Maybe it’s time we fed ourselves a 
more uplifting self-talk, news, and spiritual 
food that affords us the reality of  becom-
ing more like we eat. Perhaps it’s time to 
open both our hearts and our Bibles while 
asking Him to give us a further develop-
ment taste for love, truth and grace in our 
lives. 

…because there was no room for them in the 
inn. Maybe our minds are a bit cluttered with 
racing thoughts, anxiety and fear. No room 
for peace? It may be time to declutter by 
praying for peace, resolve and hope. Is there 
room in your mind to birth something a bit 
more loving and life-giving? Is your heart 
cluttered with offenses, resentment, anger 
or hurt or even cholesterol for that matter? 
Maybe it’s time to make room not for some-
thing else but someone else? Christ. 

It’s likely time for you to experience one 
or more of  the following, in ways that you 
yourself  know is important: It may be time 
for you to…grow, learn, laugh, heal, move 
on, explore, triumph, overcome, let go, seize, 
get on with it or whatever. 

I don’t know what you need to do or 
say. I do know it’s always time to seek out 
the Christ, and do as the Magi did, bow your 
heart low before Him and worship Him—
wherever we are…in our car, in your living 
room, on a golf  course and yes, in a church. 
It’s time. Merry Christmas. 
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
► 828-526-9325 ◄

Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 
generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188
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Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

•classiFieDs•

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• CLASSIFIEDS page 22

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east
Jerry W. Blackburn
Sr. Account Executive

C (828)200-4524 • Jerry.Blackburn@vyvebb.com
4160 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC

VyveBroadband.com

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

FOR SALE
2003 F350 7.3 DIESEL 140,000 miles. 

FWD. White 4door flat bed tool boxes goose-
neck towing good shape 18500 (st. 11/17)

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN 
CAR. Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 
for details. (st. 11/3) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature 
luxury resort. Call for more information. 828-
421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
COTTAGE AVAILABLE. Between 

Highlands and Franklin. $150 night 3 night 
minimum. great for the holidays and next sum-
mer. email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED

THE DRY SINK IS SEEKING A 
COMPOSED STORE MANAGER with 
an exceptional ability to manage all aspects 
of a retail store, including sales staff, inventory, 
and store sales. 

Scope of the Job and Requirements: 
An energetic powerhouse who will take 

this opportunity with passion. Candidate 
must have retail management experience and 
a flexible schedule. Must be highly organized, 
tech savvy (Excel, Word and Retail Pro) and 
innovative. The ideal candidate should love 
cooking, gadgets, homeware, fashion and 
more! 

Duties and Responsibilities:
Making sales and building meaningful re-

lationships with clientele; Recruiting, hiring, 

and maintaining (OJT) sales staff; Ensuring 
that customer service is always a top prior-
ity; Maintaining the cleanliness and neatness 
of the store; Maintaining inventory levels and 
creative merchandising; Creating sales events 
and trunk shows; Maintaining social media 
posts. Compensation includes benefits pack-
age, and incentives. Please email resume and 
cover letter to susie@gardnerlee com. (st. 
12/8)

HOTWIRE COMUNICATIONS IS 
HIRING! LOCAL Highlands opportunities. 
FULL-TIME, year-round, customer facing, Field 
Service Technicians & Fiber Splicer jobs avail-
able. Excellent pay & benefits. Forward your 
resume to samantha.baker@hotwirecommu-
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nication.com. (st. 9/15)
S W E E T R E AT S 

AND HIGHLANDS 
DELI IS UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT and 
is hiring full and part time 
staff for the season. Com-
petitive starting wage, 
great tips, and reasonable 
hours (not too early, not 
too late). Pick up an ap-
plication in store at 115 
S. 4th Street or apply on 
Sweetreatshighlands.com. 
(st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL 
OF HIGHLANDS is an 
Upscale, Small Assisted 
Living Facility currently 
hiring CNAs and Dietary 
Staff. Flexible Schedule, 
Competitive Pay, Great 
Atmosphere. Call 828-
526-5251 or stop by for 
an application.You may 
apply in person at 24 
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone 
at 828-526-5251 or by 
email to ce.chestnuthill@
yahoo.com or lindabtiff@
aol.com. 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! 

Eco-Friendly & Non-Tox-
ic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Back-
splash, Entrance Ways/

Patios/Flooring. 25yrs ex-
perience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & In-
sured. Mike Bertone/Own-
er of Bertone Tile Design 
& Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN 
– Chatlos Contruction 
– Remodels, Additions, 
Framing, Siding, Roofing, 
Decks, Painting. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (12/29) 

N E E D  F U R N I -
TURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED 
AWAY? I can do it. Call or 
text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (12/29)

CNA/EMT Depend-
able, knowledgeable, dedi-
cated to my clients. Stop 
paying agency prices and 
call me. Franklin, NC 407-
325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208.

•classiFieDs•

...PROJECT continued from page 13

...CATHOLIC continued from page 15
countless visitors attracted to 
the Highlands community year-
round. 

With those numbers and 
now over 70 years old, the current 
church structure is showing its age 
and limitations. 

The current sanctuary does 
little to unify worshipers. Physi-
cally and visually the congregation 
is split in two. Half  of  the church 
faces the altar, and the other half  
faces the tabernacle and crucifix, 
all of  which should be a central 
focus when Mass is celebrated, 
said Barone. 

Furthermore, there is no ap-
propriate place to gather before 
and after Mass, so suitable space 
is needed for parishioner interac-
tions outside the sanctuary itself. 

According to Father Barone, 
a millennium before Christ, King 
David was inspired to build the 
Temple where God could dwell 
among men. His vision was ambi-
tious as he desired the building to 
reflect the grandeur of  God and 
His closeness to His people. 

“We, too, share King David’s 
vision of  an inspiring building that 
reflects the meeting of  the human 
with the divine. Further, given 
the demographics of  Highlands, 
we possess a rare opportunity to 
bring to fruition a truly magnifi-
cent and inspiring spiritual home,” 
said Barone

The new church is designed 
in the baroque style because the 
baroque design hearkens back to a 
specific momentous time in Cath-
olic Church history, said Barone. 

After years of  scandal and 
corruption during the Renaissance 
that led to the Reformation and 
disunity within the Church, the 
Holy Spirit brought about authen-
tic renewal during the “baroque” 

period. That renewal, led by the 
holiness of  new saints, was re-
flected in the arts and architecture. 
Baroque, therefore, represents 
renewal from decay, or a phoenix 
rising from the ashes – a sign we 
desperately need today, said Bar-
one. A precious gem of  ecclesiasti-
cal architecture, baroque design is 
making a return in popularity. 

Barone says the new building 
will exhibit the timeless grace of  
this period of  church architecture 
to people within and beyond High-
lands. 

Rich in traditional religious 
symbolism, the new church will 
manifest God’s glory and inspire a 
deeper reverence for the Mass and 
the Sacraments, embodying the 
good, the true, and the beautiful 
of  the Catholic faith.

With its traditional rectangu-
lar floorplan, the sanctuary of  the 
new church will allow all worship-
ers to direct their focus simultane-
ously on the High Altar, the taber-
nacle, and the crucifix.

With the blessing of  Bishop 
Peter Jugis of  the Diocese of  
Charlotte and by engaging Kucia 
Consulting, a firm that has assisted 
many parishes in North Carolina 
with capital projects, it has been 
determined that Our Lady of  the 
Mountains, though small, has a ro-
bust history of  giving that could 
support raising the $5 million 
needed for the basic church struc-
ture. 

However, a campaign that 
generates between $7.5 million and 
$10 million would fund the con-
struction of  the church proper and 
the potential of  a parish hall and 
office facility that will accommo-
date the parish far into the future.

According to Planning Direc-

tor Michael Mathis, the structure’s 
mostly stucco façade is allowed in 
the zone it occupies which is Resi-
dential 2 – in other zones in town 
only a small percentage of  stucco 
is allowed.

“The stucco limitations are 
tied to our Community Design 
Standard, which governs com-
mercially zoned parcels and mul-
tifamily housing complexes,” said 
Mathis. “Our Lady of  the Moun-
tains is located at 315 N 5th Street 
and zoned R-2 residential. There-
fore, this property is not subject to 
the Community Design Standard.”

However before the town 
can approve the redevelopment it 
needs to see the plans to ensure 
they conform with the Unified 
Development Ordinance. 

The plans must show the 
impervious surface calculations 
(built-upon area); building set-
backs; building height; parking; 
erosion and sedimentation control; 
stormwater runoff  and any other 
information requested by the Plan-
ning and Development Office.

Father Barone said beside 
money raised through the capital 
campaign, the diocese supplies in-
kind administrative support from 
its legal, development, properties, 
and finance offices.

“This will save us much mon-
ey, but the diocese will not be ‘cut-
ting’ us a check,” he said.

Since January 2022, the capi-
tal campaign has raised $7 million 
which means they could be on 
their way to developing the cam-
pus in addition to the church. 

Barone said optimistically he 
would love to break ground the fall 
of  2023. “But it’s too soon to give 
a definitive answer.

– Kim Lewicki

ence featured a session with the 
North Carolina Education Lottery 
to share news of  the increased in-
vestment that is adding millions 
more to what was already ear-
marked for school construction. 

That announcement included 
information about $50 million to 
the new Public School Building 
Repair & Renovation Fund. 

A $500,000 grant goes to 
each of  the state’s 100 coun-

ed repairs to the middle school 
that amounted to nearly $700,000.

Tuesday night’s vote moves 
the middle school renovation 
project is one step closer to com-
pletion. 

In addition to the renova-
tions at the middle school, LS3P 
Architects also won the bid to 

ties to help renovate and repair 
school buildings. That’s in addi-
tion to $300,000 grants provided 
last year. Counties must apply to 
receive the grants at the Office of  
School Construction in the N.C. 
Department of  Public Instruction 
(NC DPI). 

The grassroots group Ad-
vancing Highlands Education 
Committee (AHEC) raised funds 
for a planning study to be com-

pleted that determined needs of  
the school that initially estimated 
$8 million would be needed to 
meet the school needs. However, 
that number was reduced to $5 
million ahead of  the joint ses-
sion with the project scope be-
ing changed to address the most 
pressing needs. A portion of  
those needed renovations includ-

complete the Schematic Design 
Contract for an expansion of  the 
middle school, which would free 
up space in the elementary wing 
to construct two new pre-k class-
rooms. The renovation project is 
separate from the expansion proj-
ect, which would create two new 
pre-k spaces. 
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 7 
days a 
week

(closed Wed. 
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

JJooddyy  LLoovveellll
((882288)) 222266..66330033

$$113399++
MMIILLLLIIOONN  

7777
TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS

##11
BBRROOKKEERR

##11
FFIIRRMM  OONN  TTHHEE  PPLLAATTEEAAUU

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS
474 Main Street

828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P


