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Electric fund as ‘savior’ may change

Auditor says the days of wusing the electric fund to fund projects and more are coming to an end

At the December

Board meeting, the annual au-
dit was presented by a new CPA
firm, and as usual the town got

high marks.

This was the first

and trucks.

HPD’s Master Officer John Cherry looks over the mini cars

Town

Starnes & Associates.
time

since the town decided last year
to change firms, that the Gould
Killian CPA Group addressed the
boatrd; for years it had been Martin

As in years past, the account-

“We

ing firm gave an unmodified opin-

ion on financial statements.

believe

statements are fairly stated in ac-

cordance with general accounting
o See ELECTRIC page 4
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HPD’s Sgt.Tim Broghton in the bike isle.
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HPD Police Chief Andrea Holland and Christy Browning heI
the kids fill their cart.

Highlands PD and children “‘Shop with a Cop’ for Christmas

If you happened to be
in Walmart in Franklin last
week, you may have won-
dered why the place was full
of cops and kids.

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY

It was the annual “Shop
with a Cop” where on Dec.
13 and Dec. 15, the High-
lands Police Department
and several other commu-

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300 - 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 5264104

nity minded people helped
about 35 kids spend $100
each on Christmas presents.

Thanks to donations
from clubs and people in the

We greatly appreciate having you as our clients and friends!

We hope your holiday season is filled with peace and joy.

From all of us at Highlands Sotheby's International Realty,
Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

community, each child got
a $100 Walmart gift card
to purchase at least one gift
for someone else.

Some bought for their

siblings or their parents/
guardians. One gitl spent all
her money on her family.
Generally, the depart-
ment takes about 20 chil-

dren due to staffing but this
year with help from offi-
cers’ wives, significant oth-
ers, their children, the Town

e See SHOP page 10

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.+ 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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My wish list for Highlands

list and checking it twice;

and I’'m making a list also --
a list of things the town will do
next year. Let me identify a few
items on the mayor’s wish list.

First, the board and staff
will begin the annual budget de-
velopment process at the begin-
ning of the next year. The pro-
cess will end with the adoption
of the town budget for Fiscal
year 2023/°24. Like always the
town will address some very big
and expensive items.

Second, one huge item on a wish list
will be the replacement of the water pre-
clarifier tank at the water plant. The tank
was built along with the plant back in the
1960s. The tank is on its last leg of service,
and a replacement tank will cost somewhere
around 2.5 to 3 million dollars.

This past spring, town staff submitted
a grant to the state for funds to build a new
tank, along with a grant to replace water-
lines and a water tank on Dog Mountain.

The 3 million dollar grant for the Dog
Mountain project was approved; however,
the pre-clarifier tank project was not ap-
proved. Our staff and consulting engineers

Iknow Santa is making his
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

have resubmitted the grant for a
second-round of review.

We are hopeful the town
will be awarded full or partial
funding, An alternative would
be for the state to grant an
interest-free loan. We have re-
ceived those kinds of loans in
the past. Such a government
loan is tantamount to receiving
free money.

Third, in the budget review
process the staff and board will
also be funding several more
road paving projects based on need and pri-
ority.

On another positive note, the repaving
activity should begin to decrease as the town
has been aggressively repaving roads in the
past few years. While the town was behind
on paving, we have gotten back on a stan-
dard road paving schedule.

Fourth, at the beginning of the new
year a review of sidewalk projects will be
initiated. The proposed sidewalk on NC 106
from the shopping center to Cobb Road will
continue to be developed. It is a top item
on my wish list for the town. There are a
number of potential funding sources that
could make this project a reality in a rather
fast period. I am excited about creative ways
to potentially fund the sidewalk instead of
relying on NCDOT prioritization funding
that could take years.

Fifth, but not last, on many people’s
wish list is installation of downtown elec-
tric vehicle charging stations. I believe those
charging stations will become a reality in
some form, but I’'m just not sure of the spe-
cifics at this time. One idea I have is for the
town government to transition to electric
town vehicles where feasible. I believe our
light-duty vehicle flee could go electric in the
near term. For instance, EV pickup trucks
could be used for routine duties about town.
After the workday those vehicles could eas-
ily be charged in stations at the town yard. In
the long run the electric vehicles could be-
come very cost effective from both a main-
tenance and fueling perspective.

Next year will be a full and busy, but for
now let me just say to you Merry Christmas
and Happy Hanukkah.

SEUEN @ YERTD).COU

@ WIS

- WEATHER.

Thu, 22-Dec

45°F
g W

A litle morning rain

RealFeel®
High: 44 Low 35

Fri, 23-Dec

D o

2 F
*

Sat, 24-Dec Sun, 25-Dec

30F
11°F

18°F
8°F

Winds gusting past Breezy and very cold = Cold with plenty of sun
40 mph
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High: 3 Low.-20 High 1 Low - -17 High'» 36 Low. -0

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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BOOK TODAY | CALL 866.526.8008

AT HALF-MILE FARM & OLD EDWARDS INN | JANUARY - MARCH 2023

5 2 @ 8

Half-Mile Farm Old Edwards Inn & Spa Madison’s Restaurant Fitness Center Acorns
Stay at Half-Mile Farm Stay at Old Edwards Inn Hotel Guests Enjoy a Glass of $20 Fitness and 25% Off Your Entire
from $165 per night from $195 per night Complimentary Champagne Yoga Classes Purchase at Acorns*
with Dinner

Limited to one guest room per night. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount.

*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sunday - Thursday, January 2 - March 30, 2023. Excludes holidays.
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Land For
Sale

Downtown
Highlands
4-acres divisible

into 6 lots
Next to Highlands
School

$595,000

WilsonRoadHNC.com

)
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BEREKS] !_l R I__ HATHAWAY

Meadows Mountain Realty

IVIy wish is fo ',‘
you and yolizfiril
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WHOLE LIFE
MARKET %

Natural Produets Store
Summer Hours: am-5pm
Mon-Jat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT €80 N YTH ST, HIGHLANDS

Crrganic smoothie/juice]
bar located
- insicle wWhole

Life Market
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=

Read Highlands Newspaper
for free from
everywhere ... on the street
or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com.

Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded
every Thursday AM

‘!

TERESA SEAY Broker
(828) 421-1514

www.TeresaSeay.com | 488 Main Street, Highlands
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~ELECTRIC continued from page 1

principles for a nonprofit,” said Trevor
Keever.

Traditionally, one significant deficiency
in control is noted regarding the segrega-
tion of duties related to payroll function
and this was the case again basically because
the town doesn’t have enough administra-
tive employees to completely separate du-
ties.

A significant deficiency is less severe
than a material weakness in that it is unlikely
to have a material impact on financial state-
ments, but it is important enough to merit
attention by those responsible for oversight
of the town’s financial reporting.

“Segregation of duties needs to be
tightened up,” said Keever. “One employee
was responsible for a lot of different parts
of the process from the human resource
part, to entering new employees, entering
pay raises and processing payroll. But Re-
becca [Shuler, Treasurer] has attested that
the procedure has already been changed so
this won’t be an issue next year.”

One “Material Weakness in Inter-
nal Control” was found regarding the way
Duke’s coal ash monies were noted.

“The material weakness relates to cor-
rection of a proprietary error,” said Keever.
“In previous years, the town reported the
coal ash settlement as a liability of its elec-
tric fund. The previous audit firm probably
recommended that liability be recorded. It’s
related to the amount of money Duke En-
ergy is having to pay to settle their coal ash
payout. So, it’s a liability to Duke Energy not
Highlands. Basically, it’s a cost increase by
Duke Energy which has been passed along
to its customers — in this case the Town of
Highlands.”

Keever said he was required to report it
as a material weakness but since it has been
noted and corrected in the financial records
it will be correct going forward.

A final Financial Performance Indica-
tor of Concern was the fact that electric
fund transfers are used for sources other
than the electric system operations and cap-
ital improvements.

For decades, as a wholesale customer,
the town has purchased power from Duke
at the wholesale rate. It then sells the power
to its citizens and the profits have been used
to fund projects or to balance the budget in
the town’s two other enterprise funds — wa-
ter/sewer and sanitation.

According to Keever, North Carolina’s
Local Government Commission (LGC)
has taken the position that reserves within
enterprise funds shouldn’t be used for any-

thing other than operating and capital needs
of that fund.

“Everybody who has an electric fund
uses money to kick off to other things, but
I would encourage you to consider this in
the coming year. This is coming from the
LGC due to some pushing and prodding
from the General Assembly,” he said. “This
is where this is going at the state level and it
would be easier to get there on your own in-
stead of the state popping up one year and
saying ‘this is no longer allowed.”

He said scrutiny has increased quite a
bit over the last several years and it will con-
tinue to increase until eventually the state
will say the transfers are no longer allowed.

“There is no legislation in the works,
but LGC is getting calls from subcommit-
tees that oversee them. So, start looking at
ways to fund projects by adjusting rates in
all funds so they are all self-sustaining,” he
said.

He said a few years back, the state said
if governmental entities transfer money
out of a water/sewer fund into the general
fund, they are no longer eligible for state
revolving funds. Highlands hasn’t had that
problem because if necessaty, the watetr/
sewer fund like the sanitation fund, is subsi-
dized by the electric fund.

“There are billions of dollars out there
and there are a lot of governments that
have used money from their water/sewet
fund to subsidize their general fund. So now
they are scrambling to find a way to pay all
that back to have access to the state revolv-
ing fund,” said Keever.

Except for municipalities that get elec-
tricity from an electric co-op, the state hasn’t
taken measures like that for electric funds.

“However, in some of the big electric
co-ops in the state it is now flat out illegal
to transfer money out of the electric fund,”
Keever said.

Mayor Pat Taylor said looking down
the road, if the town can’t use the electric
fund to subsidize the water/sewer or the
sanitation department, the rates will have to
reflect the capital needs of those funds.

“We need to start rethinking this whole
model,” said the mayor.

Keever agreed.

“If you have capital needs in the elec-
tric fund, I suspect you have funds to meet
those needs at this point, but with the other
enterptise funds — water/sewet, sanitation
— maybe not.”

He said Highlands needs to set the
rates for the electric fund based on what

o See ELECTRIC page 10
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EVERY DAY IS A REASON TO CELEBRATE
WHEN YOU OWN YOUR OWN HOME.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL OF US AT
BHHS MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY!

. BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
828526.1717 | www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com HomeServices

488 Main Street, Highlands | 2334 Cashiers Road, Highlands | 196 Burns Street, Cashiers Meadows Mountain Realty

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service
oooooooooooo Services of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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WOLFGANG’S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

—

TUES - SAT
DINNER STARTS
@5:30PM

LAKESIDE

NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY.COM
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT.INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open

= 7 nights
= for dinner
5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

828-526-4035

T

WILD THYME GOURMET

B T A UA AMNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days a week
(closed Wed. for lunch)
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

LUNCH:
“T Wed.-Sat.*11:30a - 3p
s — BREAKFAST:
—5-1l5  Wed.-Sat.» 7-10a
- DINNER:

Wed.-Sat. * 5:30-9p
i SUNDAY BRUNCH
10a - 3p

290 Main Street » Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

wn

BURRITOS & MORE
47H STREET ch"lL.q
828.526.9313

visit highlandsburritos.com

NDs Ne

Hours

Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
'I NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!

Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade defi
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed.—Frin.: 9:30a—5:30p / Sat.: 9:30a—4p
CLOSED
Sunday — Tuesday
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

Sl
Craft Ice Cream &

Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches

b

For Hours and to order on line go to:

SweetTreatsHighlands.com
Corner of 4th & Main ¢ 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food
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Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

0 ]}Aering hot &
cold sandwiches,
ba kevy items,
and

specia[s.
Fresh[y made
and Veady for

pick up.

Open the
week after
Christmas!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.

No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square
Highlands « (828) 305-7509

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

otsla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
OPEN for Take-out
ONLY
Lunch & Dinner
Lunch 12-3p ¢ Dinner 4:30-9:30p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM

Exceptional Wines
& Craft Cocktails

4 Open thru the 1st week of Jan.
Closed Christmas Day

Reservations:

828.526.4906
440 Main Street ¢ Highlands
www.paolettis.com

The Christmas story

meant for you
Dear Editor,

Countless stories have been written throughout his-
tory and told by mankind that cover just about everything
the mind can imagine. The story of Christmas is not one
invented by man; it is the Divine who brings Himself to
you for the richness of knowing Him for the fullest of life
and living, To bring joy, peace, and thanksgiving to you and
the world. Christmas is so much more than a seasonal story,
it’s a grand entry into a hurting world with the innocence,
purity and strength against all that is evil, selfish, and hate-
ful, all that is the opposite of good, true, and pure.

Such is viewed in the most innocent young child, but
for Him, much of the world hated him throughout His
birth, resurrection and His entire life. Yet for some this is
still true to this present day. For me it is clear to see our
world hasn’t changed much. But there are millions who fol-
low and find their hope and trust in Christ, then there are
those who believe man will someday or somehow find his
way.

Will it be the Greatest story ever told of Christ loving
us, coming into the World for us? Or is it the continued
story of believing that man believes in himself and that he
is his own savior.

Can mankind give such a hope and love, or offer such
a trusting relationship that mankind has ever known? Or is
there something beyond man that such things can be trust-
ed and hoped upon?

It is my prayer we all will see this Christmas beyond
the pretty wrapping and the busyness of the holiday, and
instead will see the real person of Christ and His life’s gift
given to us. I pray that someday you’ll find a change of
heart for it’s the heart and soul He came to set free -- oth-
erwise, mankind continues chasing what he never seems to
find. It’s peace, love, and truthfulness that man has always
longed for, yet it is Christ who comes to give this for you
and I, the most wonderful gift of Christmas.

This should be “your story,” in finding a real personal
relationship with the Divine -- the true gift of Christmas!

Deni Shepard
Franklin

e THANK YouU ®

You make what we do

possible!

We at the Highlands Emergency Council would like
to thank the Mountain Top Rotary, all the Churches, Spon-
sors and anyone who helped make this a very good year for
Christmas and fuel.

For Christmas this year we served 28 families with 58
children. Fuel we served 55 families. Also the Mountain
Top Rotary has been doing a coat drive as of today we have
collected 685 coats.

We as the volunteers at HEC Thank You everyone for
their time & donations. without you all we could not exist.
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The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

2Val Icy

COUINTRY CLL

* Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
* Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

HPOIL SOMEONE
YOU LOV[_

Give an Old Edwards Gift Card

Easily order traditional gift cards and
e-cards right from your computer,
tablet, or phone.

BUY CJoDAY

o INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT1°

Your Journey to Highlands

“Sometimes its the journey |
that teaches you a lot about your |
destination.” (Drake)

s we celebrate anoth- |
er trip around the sun  [§
and head into 2023,

take a minute to think about
the path that brought you to
Highlands. How did it hap-
pen? It was different for each
of us, but we made it thanks
to the journey. Maybe it was
short, maybe it was long.

We're blessed to be in
Real Estate, which means
we’re pretty much in the
“journey business.” Here are
a few stories of those who [&
found their destination...
Highlands, NC! Perhaps their
story, will become yours.

There’s John & Julie
from Atlanta who used to
celebrate Thanksgiving every
year in a local Bed & Breakfast. John flies
for Delta Aitlines. Julie’s an attorney. They
have three grown kids. After falling in love
with Highlands, they sold their Atlanta
home. These days, John commutes from
here to Hartsfield International Airport for
his Delta trips. They purchased a great cot-
tage right next door to the Bed & Breakfast,
renovated, and are full-time residents.

Then there’s Karen & Richard from
Tupelo, MS. Karen’s a successful designer
and Richard’s a retired architect. We helped
them check in to a VRBO on Foreman Rd
in 2018. They asked us if we knew any good
real estate agents (how convenient). A year
later Richard and Karen owned their own
VRBO near Mirror Lake, and help others
discover the journey to Highlands through
short-term rentals.

Rene & Julio live near Orlando, FL in
Windermere. They owned a place in Big
Sky, MT. Julio loves race cars, fly fishing
and skiing, Following two skiing injuries,
they looked at each other and said, “there
must be somewhere closer and coolet,” and
discovered Highlands. After quickly selling
their Big Sky property, Rene & Julio are
here this week with their family to celebrate
Christmas for the first time.

Jannie and Tom lived near Lake Min-

The Gleeson Family
Pat, Bee and Gemma
Highlands-Sotheby’s
International Realty
828.526.8300

netonka, MN and always
vacation in Key West. While
driving home to Minnesota
one beautiful April week-
end, they stopped in High-
lands for breakfast with
friends who live here full
time. After breakfast and a
20-minute stroll down Main
Street with their Yellow Lab-
rador Mick, they announced
they were moving to High-
lands. Within two months
Tom had sold their home
in Minnesota, Jannie folded
up her jewelry business, they
found a home in Highlands,
and purchased another jew-
elry store which is now the
home of Jannie Bean Fine
Custom Jewelry & Design.

And finally, Bee and 1
have our own journey. We
had our respective corpo-
rate careers in Atlanta. Our
journey began in 1990 renting in Highlands
every chance we had with friends, family,
by ourselves. Weekends were spent going
to restaurants, shopping, fly fishing, hiking,
and listening to live music. Driving back,
we always said “someday, we gotta live in
Highlands.” After 25 years of rentals, we
moved to Highlands in 2015 full-time ate
in the Real Estate business. Actually, we’re
in the “Journey Business!”

Today we lift a glass to those of you
out there who believe it’s time to begin a
journey and embrace Highlands for that
“next chapter” of life. We lift another glass
to the 1,064 full-time residents who share
their journey’s daily, and whose kindness
encourages others to do the same. As the
Jimmy Buffet lyric says... here’s to “one
more candle and a trip around the sun.”
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year ev-
eryone!

* Pat Gleeson, Bee Gleeson, Christal Green
and Gemma are prond to be a team of “Helpers”
and Real Estate Brokers at Highlands-Sotheby’s
International Realty in downtown Highlands (Kit-
ty Corner from Old Edwards Inn). You can reach
all of us at 828.526.8300. Please stop by for cof-
fee and conversation.
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May the love that fills your home this
Joyous season be with you all year long

2ot A n

REALTY GROUP

Realtors®

#1 in the Carolinas |IP rozrouo .
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«.OHOP continued from page 1

of Highlands Finance Director, the Town
of Highlands Human Resource Manager,
and her sister, and two Highlands firemen,
the department was able to shop with a lot
more children.

When they got back to town, members
from the Episcopal Church of the Incarna-
tion, which had purchased coats, hats, and

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPRTY?
2.54 acres (2 lots + 4 BR home)
1415 Whiteside Mountain Road

Offered for $1,300,000
Andrea Gabbard

c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
‘i AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

gloves, hand-delivered the items to each
child.

Highlands Shop with a Cop Coordina-
tor Master Officer Advance Kevin Breedlove
and Highlands Police Chief Andrea Holland
and the entire department say “thanks” to
everyone who donated and participated in

year’s event.

s _ail
“Let Andrea Gabbard
fine your perfect home.”
Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty is the
#1 producing office on the
Plateau 2020

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

.ELECTRIC continued from page 4
Enterprise Fund Summary

Working capital

Unrestricted net position Operating
income (loss)

Transfers to other funds

Cash flows from operating activities

Net increase (decrease) in cash

$8,741,113 $7,149,644

$8,647,546 $5,861,075
$2,155,501 $3,585,794
$872,850 $354,222
$2,516,069 $3,654,559

$1,653,704 $3,083,080

In 2022, the town transferred $872,850 to other departments for various needs.

it costs to actually deliver services and the
same for the other enterprise funds — rates
should reflect what it actually costs to deliver
those services as well as their future capital
needs.

“The public reception needs to be —
‘well you are getting a lower electric rate but
the tax rate or the water/sewer rates move
up a little,”” said Keever. “It’s really a give
and take. The total amount of dollars com-
ing into the town seems to be sufficient. It’s
just a matter of rearranging where the dol-
lars come in from.”

EXCEPTIONAL LISTING SERVICE

Due to population fluctuations and
other challenges of running a sanitation
department, Keever said a lot of munici-
palities have moved the sanitation depart-
ment costs into the General Fund instead
of making it an enterprise fund.

“You would continue to charge rates,
and set the rates based on what it costs to
deliver services, you just move it to the
General Fund,” he said.

Commissioners said this will be taken
up during the budget process next year.

— Kim Lewicki

MOUNTAIN LIEE
| hh[)}‘.‘..ﬁ.lll?l'( R“FI‘LI _YIGRDI_JF'

JOHMN SHEEHAMN | Broker
225 Main Street | 404.790.9716
john@highlandsandcashiers.com
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Christmas symbols and more
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he First Christmas was
celebrated in Rome 336
AD.

The Christmas Tree was
1st used by German Lutherans
in 1539.

Queen Victoria, wife of
King George III of England
hung lights and put gifts around
the Christmas in 1832,

Nativity scenes were start-
ed in Rome 963 AD.

The traditional colors of
Christmas are Red, Green and
Gold.

Red symbolizes the blood of Jesus.

Green symbolizes eternal life.

Gold is the 1st color associated with

‘The Sunny Side of
Life’ is now available
in book form

Kenny Youman’s book “The Sunny
Side of Life” is now available from Amazon
and Barnes & Noble.

It’s available in paperback for $19.99
and hardback for $25

“The Sunny Side of Life” is a compila-
tion of real-life stories that will inspire, com-
fort, support, motivate, encourage, entertain
and warm the hearts of readers of all ages
and genders. Some of
these stories will cause
readers to laugh atloud
and others will inspire
hope. But whether
they create laughter or
tears of joy or relief,
all of these uplifting |
stories are just what [
we need during these
troubling times we face
in America today.

1523

Kenny Youmans

Christmas as one of the three
gifts of Magi symbolizing Roy-
alty.

1822 Clement Clark Moore
wrote the poem “Twas the Night
Before Christmas.”

1563 The Poinsettia has
been associated with Christmas
symbolizing “The Star of Beth-
lehem.”

1611 The first Christmas
Cards were sent by Michael Ma-
ier to James I and his son Henry
Frederick, Prince of Wales.

The song White Christmas was written
in 1942 by Irving Belin. It was recorded by
Bing Crosby. It is the number one recorded
single in history — over 50 million singles.
The movie “White Christmas” was made in
1954 staring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye and
Rosemary Clooney.

Merry Christmas and let’s all remember
we are celebrating the birth of Jesus.

)
(Cabin (outure
~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

468 Carolina Way  Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

5338 HWY 28N
Clayton, GA

MLS 20077919
$269,900
.5+- Acres

Near Highlands

POSS REALTY
Jim Blalock

me. ZBRIIBA W|th l-car garage Perfect forfirsk
time buyers aﬁﬂi‘ﬁ!"‘weeﬁnd retreat. Murphy bed already installed and
bookcases. Sweet home with nice yard and stream for garden spot.
Needs a family to bring TLC into it. Full basement with storage. New
metal roof. | 0 minutes from Highlands. Estate sale will take place soon.|

Realtor®©
706-4901404
706-782-2121

MOUNTAIN

THEATRE COMPANY

EST. 1938 | HIGHLANDS, NC

§0¢¢ | DEC 16 - 31

HOME FOR
E HOLIDAYS

A CHRISTMAS TRADITION

ORDER TICKETS:
-I-'I--F-'-'.'n':f"b-

Ty - P
rS1oL ks
L5 Eormgun ",

www.mountaintheatre.com

PRESENTED IN PART BY:

Highlands Chamber of
Commerce/Visit Highlands|C

% NORTH CAROLINA
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Shop local this holiday season!

5. 4th Street
526-4473

Happy Holidays!

343 MAIN STREET
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

828-526-9122 WWW.CORRICO.COM

¥TH

m

MOLLY GRACE

F

Come see our new
accessories for Fall at
the Molly Grace!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

Open the week after
Christmas ... lots of sales!

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square
Highlands ¢ (828) 305-7509

ALY MOVNTAIN (&

CREAFTERS

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC

as well as in Rabun County, GA.

& Nt Lo

Life your
spirit these
Holidays!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St e Highlands

(Next to Annawear)
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Shop local this hollday season!

PLA
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by Lauren G

S o

SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFTNESS

evavarro

MADE WITH LOVE IN LA

DRIFTLIO2D

NEW Cozy Robes & PJs

FAJAMAS

Holiday

Sale!
Save up to

DY SIN

HIGHLUANDS, N(
Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware 50%
+ Bakeware on fall
o Cutlery .
collections
« Gadgets
and dresses
o Tabletop 30%
o Stemware °
« Small Appliances on
cashmere

Our family is grateful for our new
and returning customers. We are
beyond blessed for the folks we
work with and their dedication!

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

2155

A Highlands tradition since 1940.
Our 82nd season on Main Street.

dress for the
season!

* Free People « THML
* Z Supply * Michael
Stars » Vintage Havana
Jeans by: * Joes *AG
» Citizens
* Hudson

* Mother
Shoes by:
» ShuSh

* Diba

* Blowfish
» Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre)
526-4660

SCAL'Y MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

338 Main St.
526-4777

. Monday-Saturday
326 Main St. Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www. Hi gh| ands 828-526-3160
828-482-4375 Lulu & You — 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluBleuNC
‘ o L]
Tis time to | 7 Storewide
,AA SALE!

Church of the Good

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD aaaaa

BAZAAR BARN @ csmamon

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH!

*HOLIDAY SALE*
50% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS

Shoppes on the Green
94 US HWY 64 W
Cashiers, NC
Right behind the Crossroads

25% OFF LIGHTING & ART

For more information, or to donate, Contact Skip Ryan at (828) 226-2588
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS ®

ICE RINK SCHEDULE
(Through March 5)
* Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Fri-

day 3:30-10pm; Saturdayl-10pm;
Sunday |-5pm. $5 for skate rental &
skating

NEW Rec Pool Schedule

* Public Swim: Sat. | la-6p; Sun.,
[-6p. Adult Swim: Tues & Wed | la-
5p and Mon., Thurs,, Fri., | la-2p. Lap
Swim: MOn-Fri 6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-
[ la.828-526-1595.

Mondays

* ESL classes are held at the
Presbyterian Church in Highlands
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration
required — just show up and partici-
pate. Questions?Visit www.maconn-
cliteracy.org, call 828-526 — 0863 or
email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m.
More meeting places call president
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

Ist Tuesdays

Join us as we journey to the manger with the characters of the Christmas Story at

First Presbyterian Church oinghlands

4:30pM  prelyde by Joha Wickey, Harpist
500pm  Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight - The Angels

11:00am  Christmas Stories & Songs
12:00pm Congregational COOKIES!

Saturday, Deceiber 24

Sunday, December 25

All are welcome!
Todos son bienvenidos!
471 Main Street in Highlands
828.5263175
wwiw.fpchighlands.org

To all our customers new and young at heart!
Thank you for visiting our new location.
We would not have been able to build this
beautiful building without you.
Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year!

* Indivisible Highlands from
5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still un-
comfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom
meetings held on the second or
third Tuesday of each month at
3pm. Members receive weekly no-
tification regarding when and how
the group will assemble. For more
information contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

» Strength Training 8:15-
9:15am. Aim for strong, lean
muscles using light weights, body
weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics 18 years
plus 10-1lam. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

* Pickle Ball inside and out-
side. |0am-1pm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a

Nancy & Bob.
Nancy’s Fancy & Men’s Exchange

Join us in celebrating the birth
; of our Savior at the
' Highlands United Methodist Church

Family-oriented Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
in the Sanctuary

5pm
Featuring our Children’s Christmas Pageant
Christmas Eve Eucharist Service

7pm

In the Church Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Singing with Les
In the Faith and Fellowship Center
Spm

for Men

..on Nancy'’s side * 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side * 828-526-1029

Christmas Day Eucharist

in the Sanctuary
8:45pm
Christmas Day Breakfast
In the Faith and Fellowship Center
9:15am
Christmas Combined Worship Service

in the Sanctuary
10am

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

Pastor Randy Lucas
4'1’315 Main Street * 828-526-3376 * highlandsumc@icloud.com Jﬂ-

2 miles south of Main

game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from [0a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.

* New Mobility Class with
Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday
6:45-7:45. For more information, call
Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon,Wed, Fri

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

* Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.

* New Zumba class with Gay
Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30. A combination class
with different types of exercise.
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An
exhilarating and fun mix of martial
arts for a calorie-burning workout.
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone
at 3:30 pm with a wide variety of
STEAM, nature, and craft activities.
For more information about any
of these summer activities, contact
Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Caro-
lina Woodturners Club meets in
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 a.m.
March thru November.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main Street in their
Community Room/909 Chapel. We
serve breakfast at 9am and hold our
monthly meeting at 10amWe invite
ALL Veterans to attend. Contact Ed
McCloskey, Commander for any in-
formation @828-787-1660.

* At the Rec Park, Senior
Lunches noon in the meeting room.
For any other information call Les-
ter Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-
526-3556.

Saturdays in December

* Santa in the Park in Kelsey-
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Hutchinson Founders Park. Santa
will appear in the park each Satur-
day to hear wishes from children
of all ages. He will also periodically
stop by to retrieve letters placed in

a special mailbox in the park.

Sat. & Sun, Jan. 28-29

* Snow Fest in Kelsey-Hutchin-
son Founders Park. It's back and
better! Bring friends and family for

For Tickets & Information:
HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Highlands Performing Arts Center
507 Chestnut Street Highlands NC
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guaranteed winter fun (courtesy
of snow blowers, if needed) in the
park. A snowball toss, a merry-go-
round, a snow slide, s’mores,‘‘snow-
ga” (a twist on yoga) and more.

ENTER
TAINMENT
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Visit our new Highlands Mercantile
Store on Main Street.

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 « 828-482-501 1 » Open Year Round

PLA"
N=T

u
Lauren G

Our Lad of the Mountains
Catholic Church
Christmas Eve Masses

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Churche 4 pm
St. Jude’s Catholic Church (Sapphire Valley) ¢ 6 pm

Christmas Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Churche® 9 am
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church * 11 am

New Year’s Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Church * 9 am
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church ¢ 11 a.m.

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands * 828-526-2418
www.olmhighlands.com
3011 U.S. 64, Sapphire * 828-743-5717
www.stjudeofsapphirevalley.org
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& * CallorVisitthe * 3
;.- WCenter for Plastic Surgerye -
- % &Medi-Spa " %

for all your Holiday Needs.

]
¥

Obagi
Epionce
SkinMedica
Gift Packages
Botox
Juvederm
Facials/Peels
Microneedling
Gift Certificates

Robert T. Buchanan, MD,
Board Certified Plastic Surgean
209 Hospital Dr., Suite 207
828-526-3783

*PlasticSurgeryToday.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from
THE FIREWOOD COMPANY!

AL T )

'—528.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

Rotary President Chris Wilkes with many of the teachers of the Highlands School as Rotary distributed checks to

all the teachers.

Rotary upholds tradition and gives every
Highlands School teacher $100 for Christmas

Last Tuesday, Dec. 3, the
Rotary Club of Highlands re-
peated a long-standing tradi-
tion of giving every teacher in
the Highlands School a check

for $100 in appreciation for all
they do for the children in the
school.

Every Christmas, our Ro-
tary Club has endeavored to

honor the teachers at the school
for helping the children in the
school to be better students,
better children, and better citi-
zens.

Highlands Mercantile Now Open!

322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

WESS MATURAL S24P

PINETAR

Fine goods for your family and home.

Books * Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Gifts * Linens ¢ Skincare
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What the music you love says about you

et me begin with an apol-
ogy to Wolfgang Amadeus
ozart, John Newton,

and Jim (not James) Taylor, all
of whom understood the evolu-
tionary, cognitive, spiritual, and
aesthetic benefits of music. I
don’t. The music they loved and
produced both acoustically and
physically underwrote our need
to insulate ourselves from wortlds
that did not understand or chetish
us. They also transformed lives.
A teacher here in the mountains,
baseball coach, vinyl collector,
musician, and Leader of the Band,
Jim still does. All are the Pandoras
and Spotifys of their time.

I'm supetficially convinced
the music we love becomes, after
a fashion, a soundtrack of our
lives, a sort of insight into our
true selves and personalities. It
reveals something about who we
are. Who knew? Gosh, I thought
it was Facebook likes and retweets,
not music.

While a famous neuroscien-
tist like Frank Sinatra might per-
suade you of the hedonistic, plea-
surable nature of music and drink,
you should also listen closely to
his “ordinary” rendition of It Was
A Very Good Life for an under-
standing of his complex, chang-
ing phrasing and beat to highlight
the superb musicians around him.
Even as I write this, I still can’t
fully appreciate Sinatra’s phrasing.
Yet that was his way, and no one
did it better than ol’ blue eyes.

So what does it say about
me that I love to hear Metle “the
Hag’s” Mama Tried and remem-
ber my mother’s twinkling eyes
and smile, that Waylon Jennings
and Willie Nelson’s song, She’s a
Good-Hearted Woman in Love
With a Good-timing Man, and its
lyrics, “But she never complains
of the bad times, or bad things
he’s done. Lord, she just talks
about the good times they’ve had
and all the good times to come,”
imperfectly describes my parent’s
forever marriage? Or that I think
John Fogerty, Don McLean, and
Kris Kristofferson better writers,

Milton Ready

even poets, than Bob Dylan?

Or that, as an adolescent, I
danced to honky-tonk music in
Texas beer-joints with older, bee-
hived, chain-smoking, slightly dis-
respectable, tank-topped women
while they belted out Hank Wil-
liams tunes and wanted me to
croon Hey Good Lookin’ to
them, all for a dime or a quarter,
enough to buy a coke and some
comic books? I still love all those
honky-tonk heroes and their mu-
sic as well as the kind, fun-filled,
hard-scrabbled ladies who taught
me about them. And to dance. Did
you know you can dance to just
about anything with a Texas two-
step? Me neither.

And guess how well I did in
my college class on music and art
appreciation? You bet! Try reading
Sanskrit to a donkey as a start. Yet
in Bath, England, on a rare warm
and sunshiny day, I wandered into
the Cathedral where I heard an or-
chestra rehearsing music by Claude
Debussy. It transformed me. A
little.

I first heard La Mer, the sea,
which over-washed me in some
sort of primal, amoebic, pre-don-
keyish way, then Clair de Lune
which I still think means more than
just moonlight, and, finally, Suite
bergamasque, prelude a apres-midi
d’un faun, which T still can’t trans-
late but thoroughly enjoy. Even
tone-deaf Texans can savor music
without understanding it. Still, I

never liked Wagner much.

While at Oxford and briefly at
Cambridge I often went to colleg-
es like St. John’s for evening ves-
pets to hear a boys or other choirs
sing the liturgy and classical music,
an especially powerful experience
for me as I sat in front of Rubens’
Adoration of the Magi in the cha-
pel at King’s College. I think Elvis
could have been a featured soloist
in those choirs, so ecumenical is
music and its affectation.

Even today, Josh Groban
and Andrea Bocelli's We Will
Meet Once Again, and anything
the violinist, Joshua Bell, plays
become sort of a Buddhist mo-
ment for me. Did you know that,
on his Gibson Stradivarius worth
millions, a baseball-capped, blue-
jeaned Bell once played as a busker
for passengers on the Washington
Metro earning, in almost an hour,
$32.17? I think it’s on YouTube.

So what does all this say about
mer I genuinely dont know, but
it’s been a wonderful soundtrack
if not symphonic or finished. Yet
now it’s time for me to sing Silent
Night and remember Christmases
past.
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LUTHERAN
CHURCH

OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Christmas Eve

Service
December 24 @ 2PM

2152 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

Come and (Bewship with ws!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

. !

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER. 24
5PM & 8PM
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Your Choice:
Neighborliness
or
Not

Rev'd Jim Murphy,
Christ Anglican Church,
Highlands-Cashiers, NC

I grew up in a time and within a family and community

where everyone had a role to play. That is, each mem-

ber of the community had a job to do. And, no mat-
ter what the role or job was, it was, more often than not,
successfully completed. Said “completion” was usually
attributed to an honest sense of communal interdepen-
dence that was promoted and lived out more commonly,
in decades gone by. People, families, neighbors pulling
together. When teamwork was called for, whatever the
task might be, the job was normally completed in a timely
manner and carried with it a satisfying sense of accom-
plishment.

We still see some of that “sense of communal inter-
dependence” or neighborliness today, but it seems to be
diminished. A great part of the communal interdepen-
dence, also called communal teamwork, be that in a fam-
ily, a workplace, in neighborhoods, communities or the
society in which we live, has been lost. How did it hap-
pen? How can we recover it?

Perhaps some of the blame for a flagging sense of
interdependence can be laid at the feet of the proverbial
“retreat” into electronic bubbles. Cell phones, comput-
ers and streaming video content or music often leaves
their users in an individualistic cocoon. Tribalism might
be another culprit. The increasingly narrow identities we
define ourselves by leaves many of our neighbors out in
the cold. Therein we have effectively cut some of the
“ties that bind” between individuals, micro groups and
from the communities at large. Then too, as a society we
pay people to “check-out” of communal participation
through poorly thought-out social welfare programs. In-
teraction with neighbors and society, never mind a sense
of accomplishment, is severely diminished. And if these
were not enough, the divisions fostered by political parti-
sanship have driven people into their own corners, mak-
ing a mockery of communal interdependence.

\If our desire is to restore a healthy sense of commu-
nity and interdependence, we need a rallying point. Here
in the seasons of Advent and Christmas we are presented
once again with just such a rallying point, really, a person,
Emmanuel, God with us, Jesus Christ. God incarnate left
behind all of his majestic privileges to come down and
rub elbows with such as us. In some of the Apostle Paul’s
words about Jesus he wrote, “For he himself is our peace,
who has made us all one and has broken down in his flesh
the dividing wall of hostility.” (Ephesians 2:14, ESV)

e See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Proverbs 3:5 John 3:16
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965 Hwy [07N. ¢ Glenville. NC * 743-2729 » Nathan Johnson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| | Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:WWorship:1 |
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30 sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWednesday Worship is 6:30p
CHAPEL OF THE SKY HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717 www.highlandsmethodist.org
www.christanglicancashiers.com HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
9:30am Sunday School; |0:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470 MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am. Pastor Zane Talley
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Franklin « 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Pastor Jim Kinard Services: I st /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m. and Rosh Hashanah&Yom Kippur.
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Wednesdays _Supper at 6 p-m. 743-2583 Independent Bible Church
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
www.cbchighlands.com « 526-4685 4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays R EATHOI:-IBC CHU|§§6H24I8
4:30pm, Tuesdays |10am; Men’s Bible Study:VVednesdays & ev. | r.Jason K. Barone — oo )
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - | lam English
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKYVALLEY ~ SCALYMOUNTAIN BEPTIST CHURCH
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447 ) ev. Marty filby
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday VWednesdays: Prayer Mtg.7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector » 526-2968 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212

5th and Main streets * incarnationwnc.org Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite | spoken, 8a. Rite Il with Choir in SHOR]I;OFF :AF;TLSEICHURCH
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel astor Rev.Andy *loer

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I I am.
828-526-4153 * www.fbchighlands.org Wednesda)"s: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands ST.JUDE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

o ¥ . Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p )
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 1448 Highway 107 S.. Ofﬂ.ce: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org N Sgnday Services:8a.9:30 & | |a .
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship | | a.m. Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
Tues: Men’s Groun 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir6 schedules of activities both virtual and in-person.
' GOLDPMINE BAPTIST CHUREH" oP Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am o Sierr;l Dcll"ive\.,\ljranrlj!in 'Iulufranklin.org
unday Worship - | | am.
GRACE COMM.UN.ITY (el (ol7 CASHIERS WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship Rev. Sam F /Cashi
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Sunday S Ev' m) orr\(/e\jterh. ass ers g1
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814 unday >chool:1Y am.VVorship service:i 1 am
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm




Highlands Police entries from Dec.
7. Only the names of persons arrested,
issued a summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Dec.7

* At 1:30 p.m,, officers received a report
of larceny of fuel from a vehicle parked near
the Dog Park on Foreman Road.

* At 2 p.m,, Tyler Garrett Converse, 29,
of Highlands was issued a criminal summons/
citation for misdemeanor larceny.

Dec.8

* At 6:12 p.m,, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident at NC 28 and 3rd Street.

Dec.9

* At 7:40 a.m,, officers received a report
of someone violating a domestic violence pro-
tection order at a residence on Picklesimer
Road.

Dec. 12

* At | p.m, officers responded to a re-
port of someone failing to return a vehicle to
a residence on Lucas Lane.

Dec. 14

* At 10:06 p.m., Samantha Katurah Vebb,
42,, of Highlands, was arrested on a warrant
from another jurisdiction and being a fugitive
from another state. She was issued a $2,500
secured bond.

* A little after midnight, officers were
called to a residence on Rainbow Road about
a verbal dispute.

Dec. 16

» At 8:36 a.m, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident at Foreman road and US 64
east.

SPIRITUALLY
SPEAKING from 18

Just as our cultural sense of neighbor-
liness has waned, so has our sense of Em-
manuel’s purpose and accomplishments
dwindled. Do you think that there might
be a connection between the two? Could
the general reduction in knowledge about
and reverence for God have precipitated a
decline in our communal interconnected-
ness? Could the One who came to be our
Peace, the very Prince of Peace, as Isaiah
prophesied concerning him, restore unto
us the lost sense of neighborliness? With-
out a doubt, the two are connected.

The gift of Christmas, the gift of God
with us, Emmanuel, can, when we respond
like those who first heard the announce-
ment, break down the walls and things that
divide us. Jesus is the only one that can
restore us and return to us the culture of
Peace and interconnectedness. Won’t you
receive him as Lord and Prince of Peace
today? I, for one, am tired of divisions.

Dec. 17
* At 10:55 p.m,, officers received a call
about possession and distribution of metham-

phetamine by someone at Paoletti’s Restaurant.

Dec. 18

* At 7 p.m., Noe Rios Ruiz, 28, of Franklin
was arrested for DWI on US 64 west. He was
issued an $2,000 unsecured bond. His trial date
is Jan. 11,2023.

Dec. 19

* At 12:40 p.m, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident at Bowery Road and Gibson
Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Dec. I3

Dec. 13

* At 11:33 a.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance at a location on Dillard Road.

* At I:16 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Garnet Rock Trail.

Dec. 14

* At 3 p.m,, the dept. responded to a medi-
cal alarm at a residence on Whiteside Mountain
Road.

Dec. 15

* At 8:53 a.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance at a location on N. 4th. Street.

* At 7:41 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
chimney fire at a residence on Flat Mtn. Road.

Dec. 16

* At |1:27 am,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on the Cashiers Road.

Dec. 17

* At 6:34 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on the Bowery Road.

Dec. 18

* At 3:46 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Western Rhodes Road.

* At 442 p.m,, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Arnold Road.

* At 7:26 p.m., the dept. responded to a

Co2 alarm at a residence on Old Edwards Lane.

* At 7:43 p.m,, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Rockledge Lane.

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning
Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 92 Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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During this season of
giving we pause to say
Thank You for your support.

From our family to yours

4 Highlands
* Cashiers

Health Foundation
Lifting Health and Well-Being, Together

828-482-6510 | www.HCHealthFnd.org
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Erly Ubfian

LMBT #13808

Massage and Bodywork ¥, 828.482.2219

435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Highlands | SOtheby'S

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 &

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com
Grading e Lot Clearing ¢ Retaining Wall

Driveways e Septic Placement

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

IallenI Zjd/f /4 / /
Realtors”
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

|Gl CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.

e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
e Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services™.

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222
Highlands Automotive

Service A=Y, NC
s e ~ Inspection
& L Station

Repair

L3 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

COUNSELING
CENTER

HIGHLANDS, NC

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

(864) 481-0598

info@counselingcenter.org

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

QuahtyTree Care & Removal
:5{ 18+ years
"528 200-9217 « fuIIy insurgd

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH I.-HI'II:IE

Appmntmnnt unﬁ' ..-:-:‘J:H- 8 .:-\_..
Call: 828-526-1960 =
Text: T!B 855- llﬂ!'.i -“"”.
Ema:l' -lnﬂnghlamls@gmml nnm

e Grading
e Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

2003 F350 7.3 DIESEL 140,000 miles. FWD.

White 4door flat bed tool boxes gooseneck towing
good shape 18500 (st. | 1/17)

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN CAR.
Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 for details.

(st. 11/3)
3 RV_CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek

RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort.

Call for more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

COTTAGE AVAILABLE. Between Highlands
and Franklin. $150 night 3 night minimum. great for
the holidays and next summer. email sarahmille-
ratl@aol.com (st. | 1/23)

HELP WANTED

BE STILL ... MEDITATION

Vanessa L. Steele
Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

_-
302-588-3603

“ i1 ———

S AUTO

= DETAILING
706-782-2972

Owner JASON WOODS
Only the finest in automotive cleaning
Autos * Boats * Bikes * Golf Carts

THE DRY SINK IS SEEKING A COM-

POSED STORE MANAGER with an excep-

tional ability to manage all aspects of a retail store,

including sales staff, inventory, and store sales.
Scope of the Job and Requirements:
An energetic powerhouse who will take this
opportunity with passion. Candidate must have re-

tail management experience and a flexible schedule.

Must be highly organized, tech savvy (Excel, Word
and Retail Pro) and innovative. The ideal candidate
should love cooking, gadgets, homeware, fashion and
more!

Duties and Responsibilities:

Making sales and building meaningful relation-
ships with clientele; Recruiting, hiring, and maintain-
ing (OJT) sales staff; Ensuring that customer service

Vyve

Business Services

Jerry W. Blackburn
Sr.Account Executive
C (828)200-4524 ° Jerry.Blackburn@vyvebb.com
4160 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC
VyveBroadband.com

is always a top priority; Maintaining the cleanliness
and neatness of the store; Maintaining inventory
levels and creative merchandising; Creating sales
events and trunk_shows; Maintaining social media
posts. Compensation includes benefits package, and
incentives. Please email resume and cover letter to
susie@gardnerlee com. (st. 12/8)

HOTWIRE COMUNICATIONS IS HIR-
ING! LOCAL Highlands opportunities. FULL-TIME,
year-round, customer facing, Field Service Techni-
cians & Fiber Splicer jobs available. Excellent pay &
benefits. Forward your resume to samantha.bak-
er@hotwirecommunication.com. (st. 9/15)

SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS
DELI IS UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT and
is hiring full and part time staff for the season. Com-

e CLASSIFIEDS page 22

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1 56

CBD HEALS

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs * 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps * CBD cream and balm

Highlands ¥ e
Outdoor
nghtmg gg

Classifieds:

$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads

$20 for BW
$25 for color

Highlands
Barbershop

HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.
Make a right at the
Crossroads. It’s on the
right past the light.

(828) 482-9374

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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petitive starting wage, great tips, and
reasonable hours (not too early, not
too late). Pick up an application in
store at | |5 S.4th Street or apply on
Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 5/19)
CHESTNUT HILL OF
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, Small
Assisted Living Facility currently hir-
ing CNAs and Dietary Staff. Flex-

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

ible Schedule, Competitive Pay, Great
Atmosphere. Call 828-526-5251 or
stop by for an application.You may ap-
ply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by
Phone at 828-526-5251 or by email to
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindab-
tiff@aol.com.

SERVICES

| INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, En-
trance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience. Also offer grout cleaning.
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Floor-
ing LLC.Home: 828-526-4943 or Text:
321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos Contruc-
tion — Remodels, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. Insured.
828-200-4071. (12/29)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED
ORANYTHING HAULED AWAY?
| can do it. Call or text James of Going
Gone at 828-421-2655. (12/29)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

edgeable, dedicated to my clients.
Stop paying agency prices and call me.
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,

slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.

Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.

e Fil

Pictured from left: Jerry Hermanson (Community Care Clinic), Bonnie Potts (Literacy), Cindy

Trevathan (REACH), and HMF volunteers Steve Mehder, Steve Ham, Mark Chmar, and Knight

Martorell.

Motoring Festival donates $105,000 to
area nonprofits

By Steve Ham

This year’s Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival® was the most successful in festival
history by every measure including financial
support that will be donated to local human
needs charities.

The festival’s net proceeds of $105,000
will be distributed equally between three
charity organizations: The Literacy and
Learning Center of Highlands, REACH of
Macon County, and the Community Care
Clinic of Highlands and Cashiers. High-
lands Motoring Festival® is a 501.c3 non-
profit and is an all-volunteer team of classic
car enthusiasts.

The 15th annual Highlands Motor-
ing Festival® was held on June 9-12, 2022.
Amazing collector cars could be seen on
town streets during the four-day festival
which consisted of two days of driving
tours, three evening gathetings, a parade of
Main Street, and two car shows.

The centerpiece of the motoring fes-
tival was Saturday’s “Cars in the Park” jur-

ied car show that attracted an attendance
estimated to be upwards of three thousand
people, to view 85 classic cars. The motor-
ing festival has grown significantly in stature
over the years, not by increasing the number
of show cars, which is limited by the capac-
ity of Kelsey Hutchinson Park, but by rais-
ing the level of quality of the cars by going
to an invitational entry process.

Over 50 volunteers joined the 15-mem-
ber planning committee to stage the events.
The Highlands Motoring Festival® Commit-
tee would like to thank the entire Highlands
community, including citizens, volunteers,
businesses, organizations, and government
officials and staff, without whom none of
this would have been possible.

The 16th annual Highlands Motoring
Festival® will be on June 8-11, 2023. Along
other classic cars, the history of BMW will
be told with a curated display of vintage
BMWs. Registration opens in January at
www.HighlandsMotoringFestival.com
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Chambers Rcag TOP 15% Of
“ Brokers on

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

e X

Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Vacation Rentals

Highlands is calling

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Country Club Properties : . |
§ 3 R Y?Lér focal homet'ownl H Ig h|and8 Propertles 401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741 A L A
| Ay eal Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC =Bl 538.526-3717 wwwhighlandsiscalling.com N
349 Main Street Hi hl d NC 3 Offices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 l%‘l N info@highlandsiscalling.com Andrea Gabbard
828 522 lb_nworqle . Ig| u“ > www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com y LB e o
.526. silvereaglegallery.com c 828.200.6742

. 0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

& Gt Allen

STRONGEA TORETHER

Martin-Lipscomb !
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY i . ferformins At Center liif Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

*More than $260 Million

{ Meadows Mountain Realty
MOUNTAIN LuxuRy [IIRIIEE S Iy g

Dedicated to finding the £ . Broker / Luxury Collection

J

home you've always wanted. V. - Specilagistgl ) in sales for 2020, far
n(l?tg‘@gahzhsm-mr Czo?n W, beyond our closest
e | | competitor
f‘.:“ T *We are the #1 producing
> / office on the Plateau
in 2020
J *We are #1 in sales in
— -~ 1 (At
— m Highlands for the

7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

Highlands
Sotheby’s

o "
Hardware = INTERNATIONAL REALTY
' s 114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

| ParkE {
Bk 37 |
r- i

Howis =

Highlands | Sotheby’s Jeam RickSteye, LANDMARK
INTERMATIONAL REALTY The Power of 2 Eﬂfﬂfﬂ“wm RENTALS
0 H T 3 \d < d iQ . y
AT 4eh Stveet - Highlands, BC providingimpeceable 5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

personalized service

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA AlC We are home! = PAM N ELLIS CELL:828-787-1895

L office: 828.526.8300 ° cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com PXE 41(\)22[1\19»?;];:91 ?ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ;?: g::; I‘;::ﬁg 1 sroKER  PAMELLA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM




#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen

Broker in Charge #1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co

m 828.200.9179 Stronger together!

RealTrends

@ Lut Allen

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

: Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
| m 828.200.6165

Wildeat Cliffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
" 828.526.4525

patallenrealtygroup.com

Jod
Lovgll

For being recognized by the 2022
Real Trends &

The Thousand rankings,

as advertised in

the Wall Street Journal.

DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty
c (828) 226.6303

BEE GLEESON

@oay 3071415 Louxury is alevel
of service, not a
PAT GLEESON pI‘iCG pOth.

(828) 782.0472

Highlands

Poading T, i 1

LANDMARE
R -

5 Offices across the plateau!
HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

é. CELL:843-576-9653
CDLE FUHRMAN COLE@LANDMARKRG.COM
(6 ) BROKER @ @HIGHLANDSNCREALSTATE

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

BROKER Open7
IN NORTH CAROLINA i
2021, 2020, 2017, 2016 (cosed Wed.
per Real Trends ) lf:f;};g?&

5:30-til?
www.wildthymegourmet.com

TOP PRODUCING
BROKER
Highlands - Cashiers

QUWOLFGANG’S
RESVP\LJR}’?NT & WINE BISTRO

MLS Since 2001 Taste the difference, Always fresh.
OPEN
WED.-SUN —
AGENTS INTHE USA BISTRO 4P b
per Real Trends DINING ROOM |
5:30P '

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah [
@ Restaurant :
on Lake Sequoyah |
828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining
Open 7 nights for
dinner s:30-9p

Www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY'S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




