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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Community honors MC Sheriff 
Robert Holland for 30 years of service
By Brittney Lofthouse

After serving five terms as 
Sheriff, Macon County Sheriff  
Robert Holland retired from the 

county’s top law enforcement posi-
tion on November 30, 2022. Dur-
ing a celebration on Wednesday 
afternoon, the public celebrated 

Holland’s three-decade career.
“It was Gen. Douglas McAr-

thur who stated, “A true leader has 

The King and Queen: Nathan Keener and Bella Wilson. The dance was 
on Saturday, Dec. 3 in Coleman Hall at the First Presbyterian Church. 
See photos on page 11.    – Photos by the Sunset Yearbook Staff

King & Queen for the night!

By Brian O’Shea
The North Carolina Wildlife 

Resources Commission recently 
stocked Harris Lake in Highlands 
and Cashiers Public Pond (behind 
the library) with thousands of  
rainbow and brook trout.

“The public can fish for 
these trout and can harvest up to 
seven fish per day,” said NCWRC 
Assistant Fish Hatchery Superin-
tendent Austin Brooks. “They can 
use any lure or bait of  their choice. 
Any person ages 16 or older must 
possess an Inland Fishing license 
in order to fish. Any youth ages 
15 and younger do not need a li-
cense to fish.”

Approximately. 2,000 trout 
were put into Harris Lake and 
1,000 trout into Cashiers Public 
Pond.

The fish were stocked using 
two methods. The first was to 

Trout are 
biting in 

Harris Lake
By Brittney Lofthouse

Two new members of  the 
Macon County Board of  Educa-
tion were sworn into office this 
week, taking their Oath of  Office 
Monday morning in the central of-
fice board room. Diedre Breeden 
and Stephanie Laseter were sworn 
in by newly elected Clerk of  Supe-
rior Court, Shawna Thun Lamb. 
After officially joining the board, 
the first order of  business was 

to elect Chair and Vice Chair for 
the upcoming year. Chairman Jim 
Breedlove was re-elected to serve 
as chair of  the board and Melissa 
Evans was voted to serve as vice 
chair.

The new board held its first 
meeting Monday night where one 
of  their first votes included hiring 
former Sheriff  Robert Holland to 
serve as Safety Coordinator for 

MC Schools’ new leaders 
are sworn in, and more

• See LEADERS page 22

Macon County BOC  
welcomes new members

By Brittney Lofthouse
The Macon County Board of  

County Commissioners opened 
their December board meet-
ing Tuesday night, with outgo-
ing Commissioner Ronnie Beale 
offering his final words before 
new members of  the board were 
sworn in. Beale, who served on 

the board of  the past 16 years lost 
his reelection bid during the No-
vember election. 

“It’s been an honor and a 
privilege to serve the citizens of  
Macon County for the past 16 
years,” said Beale, “I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve 

Higdon elected chair, Young elected vice chair
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It’s a shame that Highlands 
... I’m ashamed that High-
lands... I get emails with these 

kinds of  salutations on a routine 
basis.

Just this past week I received 
an email with the “shame” open-
ing remark. Although I could not 
disagree more in their thoughts 
on their choice of  words, I give 
them equal weight with all con-
cerned citizens inquiries; I read 
them and ascertain if  the town 
can take action to correct the problems ex-
pressed in these types of  emails. In regards 
this particular email, I talked with the town 
manager, and we believe corrective action 
can be taken to address the minor problem 
cited in the email. My hope is the author 
of  the email takes a more positive view on 
Highlands and our system of  serving the 
community.

And in terms of  serving, I was again 
honored to participate in the Highlands 
Christmas Parade. Ashamed of  Highlands? 
Absolutely not! As I walked down Main 
Street on Saturday morning I was filled with 
pride and joy for our community. Highlands 
as a town has dealt with a fair share of  con-
troversy and dissension this year, but I am 

still optimistic and humbly hon-
ored to be your mayor.

As I walked in the parade, 
I again had a sense of  affirma-
tion that this is the great place to 
live, a town where everyone can 
experience “a wonderful life” as 
that classic Christmas movie por-
trayed.

 I was pulling my candy wag-
on loaded with about 20 pounds 
of  candy. Our grandkids were 
running on both sides of  the 

streets passing out the candy to children. 
I saw little children with their parents and 
grandparents standing on the parade route 
with their bags open hoping to be given 
a piece of  candy. They all had angelic ex-
pressions on their faces. I urged Henry and 
Eliza, our grandchildren, not to miss or 
overlook any child. They did their job and 
at the end of  the parade route, we had no 
candy remaining. We all had a great feeling 
of  satisfaction as parade participants, and 
hopefully, everyone participating in the pa-
rade felt the same.

The parade is a microcosm of  what 
makes Highlands a special place. Over 60 
groups including businesses, faith-based 
groups, nonprofit organizations, and clubs 
were in the parade. So, let’s all be proud of  
this mountain community here on the pla-
teau. Given all of  our commitment, con-
cern and support, Highlands is special, if  
you will, an exceptional place.

I want to give a special thanks to the 
marching bands in the parade, the Franklin 
and Rosman High School bands and the 
Pride of  the Mountains Western Carolina 
Band. I am posting on my AskmayorPat.
com website the mailing addresses of  these 
bands for those who would like to send a 
contribution to their music programs.

Thursday, December 8, is the final 
Town Board meeting of  the year. It will 
begin at 7 pm at the Highlands Commu-
nity Center next to the ball field. The Town 
Board will hear a report concerning the 
recently completed annual town audit. We 
have a new auditor this year. The board 
will hear a proposal by representatives of  
the Highlands ABC Board. If  you cannot 
come to the meeting it can also be accessed 
through YouTube on a link at the town 
website.

Parade epitomized the Highlands spirit
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Buy Today

Spoil  
someone  
you lovE

Give an Old Edwards Gift Card

Easily order traditional gift cards and e-cards right  
from your computer, tablet, or phone. 



Land For 
Sale 

Downtown Highlands 4-acres divisible into 6 lotsNext to Highlands School 
$595,000

WilsonRoadHNC.com 

Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Dec. 8, 2022 - 828-200-1371

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

All About Books

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from 

everywhere ... on the street 
or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded 

every Thursday AM

Variety is the spice of life

Tis the season for relax-
ing by a roaring fire 
with a good book or 

two or three. Yes, a stack of  
books to choose from is a 
must for me. Believe it or not, 
I do read books that aren’t set 
in England, though that is my 
preferred location. 

This week I bring you my 
perspective on three novels – 
one, of  course, set in England, 
another in Boston, and the 
third in Africa. 

Darling Girl 
by Liz Michalski 

The author “brings all the magic of  the 
classic Peter Pan story to the present, while 
also exploring the dark underpinnings of  
fairy tales . . .” As someone who fondly re-
members Mary Martin’s Broadway portrayal 
of  Peter Pan and the Disney animated ver-
sion, reading this novel was at times disturb-
ing. 

I didn’t really want to give up the in-
nocent fairy tale image of  Peter Pan, but I 
was hooked on the book from the get-go. 
Nor did I want to set aside my image of  the 
man who wrote Peter Pan. Having made 
J.M. Barrie’s real-life visits to the Cotswolds 
a plot point in my modern-day cozy mystery 
series, I plan to retain my view of  him as a 
generous, quirky, fun-loving man. Still, the 
darker portrayal of  him is intriguing.

The descriptions and the references 
to characters like Tinker Bell and Captain 
Hook bring the story alive. What really hap-
pened to the Darling children after they re-
turned home? Where did J.M. Barrie get the 
idea for this tale? You’ll find tantalizing hints 
sprinkled throughout the book.

Blood Feud 
by Mike Lupica

Does anyone else miss Robert B. Park-
er? I was hooked on his three series set in 
Boston: Spenser, Jesse Stone, and Sunny 
Randall. And I was always disappointed that 
he didn’t write more Sunny Randall books. 
She’s a female version of  Spenser with all of  
his wit and pithy comebacks. 

So, I was delighted when I found that 
Mike Lupica had picked up the Sunny Ran-
dall series with the blessings of  the Parker 
estate. I loved this book and have already 
ordered the next one.

Sunny is a PI with a retired policeman 

for a father and gangster’s son 
as a significant other. Her re-
lationships are complex and 
play a central part in this book 
as they do in the Parker ver-
sions. What’s different is the 
inclusion of  more cursing and 
a bit more sex (though not 
graphic)--a sign of  the times, 
I suspect. 

If  you like Spenser’s 
other series, you’ll get a kick 
out of  Susan Silverman – 
Spenser’s girlfriend – showing 
up as Sunny’s therapist. And 
Jesse Stone gets his mention 

too. I don’t want to be Sunny Randall, but 
I envy her way with words. I hope Mike Lu-
pica continues this series for many years to 
come.

The Lioness 
by Chris Bohjalian

While I haven’t read every book by 
Bohjalian, I’ve been a fan since I read “The 
Double Bind” with its references to Fitzger-
ald. “The Lioness” is similar in its references 
to Hemingway and his novels set in Africa. 
Yes, most of  the characters are Hollywood 
stars and players, but among them are lik-
able people you can root for--they’re not all 
arrogant, demanding primadonnas. 

The story unfolds in alternating chap-
ters told by the various characters as the 
reader experiences the immediate danger 
but also bits of  each one’s back story. The 
descriptions of  the Serengeti’s breathtaking 
beauty stand in stark contrast to the perils 
that await the travelers--from both animal 
and human predators.

The comparisons to Hemingway and 
Agatha Christie are well-deserved. I couldn’t 
put the book down, and the interlocking 
clues kept me guessing until the end. Well 
done all the way around.

As I glimpse the glowing embers in 
our woodburning stove, I realize it’s time to 
choose a new book and put another log on 
the fire. ‘Tis the season, after all.

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries in 
Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts and 
Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, and on 
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, 
and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/
KathyManosPennAuthor/. 
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Nothing was overlooked when the owners designed this 
dream home! The entrance hall separates the bedrooms 
from the central living spaces. The kitchen boasts top end 
appliances, an oversized island, and granite countertops. 
The dining room and living room flow seamlessly to the large 
sun room and out to the inviting stone patio with another out-
door kitchen. A wine cellar accommodates 1,600 bottles; just 
outside is a wet bar. Three en suite bedrooms are on the main 
floor. The master bedroom opens to the stone terrace.

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

IN-TOWN HIGHLANDS 
MLS# 99174 | $3,595,000

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

SOUTHEAST REGION

MIDWEST REGION

NORTHEAST 
REGION

WESTERN 
REGION

The numbers add up. 
So do the sales.
AS A SMALL FIRM,
BHHS MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
ranks SECOND in the Southeast region of the United States.*

AS A SMALL TEAM,
THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
ranks SECOND in North Carolina
and 15th in the ENTIRE United States.*
*As of September 30, 2022 in the BHHS global network of more than 55,000 agents.

Find out what we can do for you.

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS, | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p / Sat.: 9:30a-4p
CLOSED

Sunday - Tuesday 
493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Offering hot & 
cold sandwiches, 

bakery items, 
and 

SECRET daily 
specials. 

Freshly made 
and ready for 

pick up. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

OPEN for Take-out 
ONLY

Lunch & Dinner
Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 

Closed Wednesdays

...TROUT continued from page 1

Book me for 
your 

Christmas 
Parties!

shoot the fish out of  a tube into the water from a truck 
parked near the shore. However, Brooks and NCWRC 
Fish Culturalist Jillian Osborne didn’t like how shallow it 
was near the shore, so they began manually launching the 
fish from nets to send them out to deeper waters making it 
easier to acclimate to the new environment.

The fish came from the NCWRC’s Bobby N. Setzer 
State Fish Hatchery located in the Pisgah National Forest 
near Brevard.

Brooks said the hatchery stocks trout as part of  the 
NCWRC’s “Winter Impoundment Program” when there 
are surplus trout available to provide additional angling op-
portunities to the public. 

Surplus trout are extra fish that exist at the hatchery 
once they have met all existing requests for fish. The hatch-
ery in Brevard exists to provide trout for 86 different bod-
ies of  water in 12 western North Carolina counties per the 
requests of  Fisheries Management staff.

Licenses can be purchased online at the NCWRC’s 
website.

 Austin Brooks transferred the trout from two tanks carrying 
about 1,000 trout each into Harris Lake. 

The trout were thrown from nets to deeper water to make 
their habitat transition easier.

Photos by Brian O’Shea
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Winter Specials At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn

We Locals

b o o k  t o d a y   |   c a l l  8 6 6 . 5 2 6 . 8 0 0 8

v i e w  d e t a i l s

Kenny Youmans

•on tHe sunny siDe• 
The Gift of a Smile

Laugh and the Whole 
World Laughs with You; 
Weep and You Weep 

Alone
 These lines first appeared 

in “Solitude,” a poem written in 
the February 25, 1882 issue of  
the New York Sun. The author 
was Ella Wheeler, who received 
$5.00 for her work.

 It’s important to laugh 
but it is also important to smile. 
Studies have proven there are a 
number of  reasons we should 
smile. Just to name a few:

 1. Perhaps the most compelling reason 
to smile is that it may lengthen your lifespan. 
Studies have shown that genuine, intense 
smiling is associated with a longer life.

 2. Smiling reduces stress. Believe it or 
not, smiling reduces stress, even if  you don’t 
feel like smiling, or even if  you fake it.

 3. Smiling elevates mood. Next time 
you are feeling down, try putting on a smile. 
A simple smile can trigger the release of  
neuropeptides, which can boost your mood.

 4. Smiling is contagious. Smiling not 
only has the ability to elevate your mood, 
but it can change the moods of  others for 
the better.

 5. Smiling boosts the immune system. 
Studies have shown that when you smile, 
immune function improves because you are 
more relaxed (thanks to the release of  cer-
tain transmitters).

A smile with love behind it has so many 
positive effects on us; It stimulates the brain, 
makes you come across as friendly, and 
brings joy to those around you. Whether 
you say hello to a stranger you pass in the 

grocery store or wave to your 
neighbor on the run, adding a 
smile to these simple acts of  
kindness can make someone’s 
day go from drab to fab. Try it. 
It works.

 “A smile will do so many 
things,

It seems almost divine;
I wish they all had angel 

wings,
And everywhere could 

shine
A smile is cheer to you and 

me
The cost is nothing - it’s given free
It comforts the weary - gladdens the 

sad
Consoles those in trouble - good and 

bad
To rich and poor - beggar or thief
It’s free to all of  any belief.
A natural gesture of  young and old
Cheers on the faint - disarms the bold
Unlike most blessings for which we 

pray
It’s one thing we keep when we give 

away”
 A smile is a very inexpensive way to 

improve your looks instantly
 If  you see someone without a smile, 

give them one of  yours. It will make a posi-
tive difference in both parties

 Don’t forget to smile, it builds trust - 
However, some may wonder what you are 
up to.

 One of  my favorite quotes – Don’t 
judge each day by the Harvest you reap but 
by the seeds you plant. 

– Robert Louis Stevenson 
“Treasure Island” 1882

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt 

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!
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Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the Carolinas. 
Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with a real estate company with 

comprehensive market coverage, strong regional roots and global connections. 

®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.

With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable force in real 
estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and world-class connections, the 

firm’s recent partnership with Allen Tate Realtors has only strengthened our ability to serve our clients.

118 Chestnut Square 
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $850,000 | MLS #100990 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-526-4525

115 Dam Lake Drive
Dillard, GA 30537 | $1,875,000 | MLS #100468 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

Highlands-Downtown, Main Office | 828.526.8784 Wildcat Office/Cashiers Road | 828.526.4525
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“Let Andrea Gabbard 
fine your perfect home.”

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateau 2020
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPERTY?
2.54 acres (2 lots + 4 BR home)

1415 Whiteside Mountain Road
Offered for $1,300,000

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Paradise is Personal

Whether you are seeking ultimate 
relaxation and solitude or this 
area’s thriving social scene, your 

definition of  paradise is personal to you. As 
we wind down the season, if  you are still 
in search of  your mountain retreat, here are 

some questions to focus your quest:
1. What type of  home speaks to you? 

Is the architectural style important such as 
arts and crafts, modern mountain, contem-
porary, traditional, farmhouse? Does it need 
to be younger than two years or are you will-

ing to take on a fixer upper?
2. What home fea-

tures must you have: the 
number of  bedrooms, num-
ber of  baths, type of  kitch-
en, living areas, primary bed-
room on main, fireplaces, 
outdoor living space, garage? 
One of  my listings does not 
have a garage. When brokers 
show it, and I gather feed-
back for the seller, several of  
them said it does not work 
for their client because it 
doesn’t have a garage. When 
I share this with the seller, 
it infuriates the seller who spent time pre-
paring the home to show the house when 
all the public information states it does not 
have a garage. Be sure to inform your bro-
ker of  features that are dealbreakers so that 
you don’t waste your time and the sellers’ 
time;

3. What kind of  area do you prefer 
to live? Are you a hermit who wants to be 
in the middle of  the woods with no neigh-
bors? Do you want to be in a gated neigh-
borhood? Do you want to be in a country 
club community with lots of  amenities such 
as golf, tennis, swimming and dining? Do 
you want to be close to town?

4. Is nature important to you? Do 
you need to be close to hiking trails and 
fishing streams? Do you want to live on a 
lake for boating? Do you want to be adja-

cent to the National Forest? 
This area has it all, so you 
can choose your venue;

5. Do you want 
to be a short driving dis-
tance to go to dinner at 
night? Some of  our moun-
tain roads are windy and 
narrow. When I take clients 
to see a home, they say that 
they would never drive that 
road at night. Ask your bro-
ker about access to homes 
before you set up a showing. 
Find out before you go if  it 
is more challenging than you 

desire;
6. Is the distance from your pri-

mary residence important to you? Where 
you choose a home on the Plateau can add 
another hour to your travel time. Be clear 
if  you have travel time requirements from 
your “other” home;

7. Do you need to be close to an air-
port? Find out where the public and private 
airports are, if  so, and determine where on 
the Plateau is better for your trips;

8. Do you want the highest altitude 
for the best cool temperature in the sum-
mer? Find out the altitude of  homes before 
you tour.

A unique aspect of  this section of  
Western North Carolina is that we do not 
have cookie cutter homes. We have tiny 
cabins in the woods to sprawling estates on 
waterfalls with views. Only you know what 
the dream retreat is for you and your family. 
Discuss these factors and any other special 
wishes with your broker upfront, and you 
will find your sanctuary sooner and with 
less frustration. Happy house hunting!!

• Jody and Wood Lovell own High-
lands Sotheby’s International Realty, the 
Number One Producing Firm on the entire 
MLS in 2021 and again in 2022 with over 
thirty brokers in three offices across the 
Plateau. When choosing a real estate firm 
or agent, ask to see the rankings which tell 
you who is implementing the best tools and 
resources for their clients and determine for 
yourself  who is the honest and real Luxury 
Leader in sales on the Plateau. Call us today 
to show you how we can release the Power 
of  Sotheby’s International Realty for you! 
828.526.4104.
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HS Homecoming Dance Dec. 3, 2022

Photos
 by the 

Sunset Yearbook 
Staff



Highlands rings in the Christmas season

Photos 
by 

Kim Lewicki
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. . . 
/om u.s as wt ;ourneyto tht mangtr wzth thtcharacters of tht Christmas Story at First Presbyterian Church of Highlands 

11:00am Sunday.December 1l 
Sunday.December 18 11:00am 

12:00pm 
Saturday, Decern ber 24 4:30pm 

s,oopm 
Sunday, December 25 11:00am 

12:00pm 

Lessons & Carols 
S\mday Celebration - The Shepherds 
Congregational Luncheon 
Prelude by John Wlc key, HQrpist 
Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight - T11e Angels 
Christmas Stories & Songs 
Congregational COOKIES!!! 

All are welwne ! Todos son bienvenidos ! 
471 Main Street in Highlands 

828.S 26.3175
www.fpchighlands.org 

•HigHlanDs area eVents•
ICE RINK SCHEDULE 

(Through March 5)
• Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; 

Friday 3:30-10pm; Saturday1-
10pm; Sunday1-5pm. $5 for 
skate rental & skating 
NEW Rec Pool Schedule

• Public Swim: Sat. 11a-6p; 
Sun., 1-6p. Adult Swim: Tues & 
Wed 11a-5p and Mon., Thurs., 
Fri., 11a-2p. Lap Swim: MOn-Fri 
6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. 828-
526-1595.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at 

the Presbyterian Church in 
Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm. 
No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Ques-
tions? Visit www.maconncliter-
acy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.
org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want 
to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 

a.m. More meeting places call 
president Paula McDonald at 
706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands 

from 5-6:30 pm at the Hud-
son Library. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers 

Group meets on alternate 
Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. 
Writers still uncomfortable 
with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the sec-
ond or third Tuesday of each 
month at 3pm. Members 
receive weekly notification 
regarding when and how 
the group will assemble. For 
more information contact 
Bud Katz at either 828-526-
3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, 
body weight, and high repeti-
tion to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri

• Water Aerobics 18 years 
plus 10-11am. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• Pickle Ball inside and out-
side. 10am-1pm, everyone is 
welcome so come out and en-
joy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry be-

hind the Methodist Church on 
Spring Street is open from 10a 
to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about 
movement. 5:30-6:30pm and 
Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For 
more information, call Anna 
267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exer-

cise Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a 
month, The class is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 
8-9a. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 

WITH THE INCARNATION 
CHOIR & SOLOISTS

Featuring Hymns, Carols, and Works by 
Bach, Schubert, Archangelsky, Handel, 
Mathias, Archer

Charles M. Banks, Organist and Choirmaster
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Visit our new Highlands Mercantile 
Store on Main Street.

for more info.
Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with 

Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. 
Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A com-
bination class with different 
types of exercise. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix 
of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide 
variety of STEAM, nature, and 
craft activities.For more in-
formation about any of these 
summer activities, contact 
Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North 

Carolina Woodturners Club 
meets in Highlands at The 
Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru 
November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion 

Post 370 meets at the First 
Methodist Church at 315 Main 
Street in their Community 
Room/909 Chapel. We serve 
breakfast at 9am and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10amWe 
invite ALL Veterans to attend. 
Contact Ed McCloskey, Com-
mander for any information 
@828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior 
Lunches noon in the meeting 
room. For any other infor-
mation call Lester Norris or 
Maxine Ramey at 828-526-
3556.

Saturdays in Decem-
ber 

• Santa in the Park in 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park. Santa will appear in the 
park each Saturday to hear 
wishes from children of all ages. 
He will also periodically stop 
by to retrieve letters placed in 
a special mailbox in the park. 

Sat., Dec. 10
• At the Highlands Per-

forming Arts Center Live via 
Satellite Met Opera The Hours 
at 1p. For more information 
call 828-526-9047.

Sun., Dec. 11
• At Wayfarers Unity Cha-

pel, Death Cafe, a group-direct-
ed discussion with no agenda, 
objective or themes — and 
no intent to lead participants 
to any conclusion, product or 
course of action. Please come 
enjoy tea and cake (a nod to 
Death Cafe’s British origins) 
and talk openly and confiden-
tially about all things death re-
lated. The session is faciliated 
by Jan Brewer, M.A., CMT and 
Teresa Weiser, Ed.D. For fur-
ther information please con-
tact Jan at 510-684-5555 and/
or visit www.deathcafe.com. 
2-4 pm. 182 Wayfarer Lane, 
Dillard, GA. 

Mon., Dec. 12
• HMH Salon Series with 

Patterson Hood of the Drive-
by Truckers 7-9pm. Patterson 
Hood, of the Drive-by Truck-
ers, is playing a fireside show 
at the Highlander Mountain 
House. 

Thurs., Dec. 15
• At The Bascom, Exhibi-

tion Reception for Listening to 
the Land | Free. 5-6:30 pm

Dec. 16-31
• The Mountain Theatre 

Company presents Home for 
the Holidays, a Christmas Tra-
dition. Celebrate the season as 
we make magic in the moun-

•HigHlanDs area eVents•
tains this holiday. at The Play-
house on Oak Street. Wednes-
day - Saturday @ 7:30p and 
Saturday & Sunday @ 2p. For 
tickets go to www.mountain-
theatre.com. 

Sat., Dec. 17
• Ceremony and wreath 

laying at noon in the cemetery. 
Ceremony is at the Commu-
nity Building and shuttles will 
take volunteers to and from 
the cemetery to lay veteran 
wreaths. For more info, call Phil 
Potts at 828-200-9753 or email 
ppotts63@frontier.com

Sat. & Sun, Jan. 28-29
• Snow Fest in Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park. It’s 
back and better! Bring friends 
and family for guaranteed 
winter fun (courtesy of snow 
blowers, if needed) in the park. 
A snowball toss, a merry-go-
round, a snow slide, s’mores, 
“snowga” (a twist on yoga) and 
more.
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• See HOLLAND page 17

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
828.200.3050

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

the confidence to stand alone, the 
courage to make tough decisions, 
and the compassion to listen to 
the needs of  others. He does 
not set out to be a leader but be-
comes one by the equality of  his 
actions and the integrity of  his 
intent,” said Macon County Man-
ager Derek Roland as he opened 
the recent celebration. “It is an 
honor to join each of  you here 
today as we celebrate the career 
of  a true leader. For the past 20 
years, while serving five terms as 
Macon County Sheriff, the ulti-
mate responsibility for keeping the 
37,000 men and women of  this 
county safe has rested squarely on 
this man’s shoulders. For two de-
cades, we have held Sheriff  Robert 
Holland accountable for meeting 
a need that is central to our abil-
ity to achieve anything else in life. 
Sheriff, we are here today to thank 
you. On behalf  of  our friends, on 
behalf  of  our families, on behalf  
of  our Children…Thank you for 
assuming this responsibility, keep-
ing us safe.”

Sheriff  Robert Holland 
was elected as Sheriff  of  Macon 
County in 2002 following the re-
tirement of  Sheriff  Homer Hol-
brooks. Holland first began his 
career with the Macon County 

Sheriff ’s Office in 1991, working 
his way through the ranks of  the 
department, serving as Detention 
Officer, Deputy Sheriff, Juvenile 
Investigator, K-9 Handler, and 
Detective Sergeant. 

Holland was re-elected each 
term while facing both primary 
and general election opponents 
and after the 2018 election, decid-
ed that it was time for him to retire 
and take time for his family. 

Roland touched on the high-
lights of  Sheriff  Holland’s ca-
reer — which effectively changed 
not only local procedure but also 
helped to shape state policies.

“While we will never fully 
understand the difficulty involved 
in many of  the decisions you have 
made or the courage it has taken 
to make these decisions, Macon 
County has certainly reaped the 
benefits of  them during your ten-
ure in office,” said Roland. “More 
than anything, you have shown us 
that law enforcement is so much 
more than arresting criminals, it is 
an integral part of  our local com-
munity. The SRO Program which 
you prioritized by placing officers 
in each of  our schools has provid-
ed our children with a safe learn-
ing environment and promoted 
positive interaction between law 

enforcement and our youth. The 
shop with a Cop program that 
you started long before becom-
ing elected, has grown from a 
small group of  officers donating 
$20 each to provide to Christmas 
for three children to a commu-
nity of  37,000 donating tens of  
thousands of  dollars to provide 
Christmas to over 300 disadvan-
taged children in Macon County. 
If  programs like the inmate reha-
bilitation program have led to one 
person turning their life around, 
or the Prom Promise program, 
giving students firsthand accounts 
of  life-altering consequences one 
bad decision related to drugs or 
alcohol can have has prevented 
one student from drinking and 
driving, they have well served 
their purpose. Your community-
oriented approach to law enforce-
ment has truly set Macon County 
apart as a top-tier agency, leading 
to recognition from various state 
and federal agencies including the 
North Carolina Wildlife Commis-
sion, DEA, Marine Corps League 
Detachment 973, and the Frater-
nal Order of  Police.”

Many of  those agencies 
joined in honoring Sheriff  Hol-
land. Holland received recogni-

From left: Sheriff Roert Holland, ret., son Mason, daughter McKayla and wife Marci at the ceremony.

...HOLLAND continued from page 1
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...HOLLAND continued from page 16

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD D Church 
Shepherd 

of 1he 
Bazaar 

Good 
Barn 

BAZAAR BARN � GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn 

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

*HOLIDAY SALE*
so% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS 

25% OFF LIGHTING & ART 

Shoppes on the Green 
94 US HWY 64 W 

Cashiers, NC 
Right behind the Crossroads 

For more information, or to donate, Contact Skip Ryan at (828) 226-2588 

Highlands Mercantile Now Open!Highlands Mercantile Now Open!
322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

tion from both the Federal Bu-
reau of  Investigation and the 
Fraternal Order of  Police. As a 
way to both honor Sheriff  Hol-
land and to help continue his 
legacy, Macon County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Bald-
win and Macon County Board of  
Education Chairman Jim Breed-
love announced the Sheriff  Rob-
ert Holland Scholarship — which 
will be provided to local students 
who intend to pursue a career in 
law enforcement. Macon County 
Commissioner Jim Tate presented 
the scholarship’s first donation — 
nearly $5,000 — from members 
of  the Highlands Community. 

Holland, who was not af-
forded the opportunity to gradu-
ate college because he had to 
work to support his family said 
the scholarship was incredibly 
special. 

North Carolina Senator 
Kevin Corbin and House Repre-
sentative Karl Gillespie presented 
Sheriff  Holland with the Order 
of  the Long Leaf  Pine, the high-
est honor available for citizens of  
North Carolina. 

After family and friends 
shared memories and expressed 
their gratitude to Sheriff  Holland, 
he and his wife Marci made their 
way to a patrol vehicle for Sheriff  
Holland to give his final call into 

dispatch. 
With the airways cleared, 

Sheriff  Holland radioed to dis-
patch for the last time in his ca-
reer. 

“5701 to dispatch… it has 
been an honor. Thank you for 
the opportunity the citizens of  
Macon County have given me. 
Thank you to the officers. It has 
never been about me, it has al-
ways been us. We did it as a team. 
Thank you to all the men and 
women of  the Macon County 
Sheriff ’s Office. Thank you to 
your families and the many sacri-
fices all of  you have made. To my 
family, I say thank you. Dispatch, 
5701. I’ll be 10-7,10-42.”

After Sheriff  Holland signed 
off, two familiar voices were 
heard on the other end of  the 
radio — his son Mason and his 
daughter McKayla. 

“5701 and a half  to 5701,” 
said Mason. 

“Go ahead son,” said Sheriff  
Holland. 

“Let’s go fishing, dad,” said 
Mason. 

“We are so proud of  you,” 
said McKayla. 

“We love you,” Mason and 
McKayla said together. 

“I love you too,” said Sheriff  
Holland. 

NC Senator Kevin Corbin and House Representative Karl Gillespie  
presented Sheriff Holland with the Order of the Long Leaf Pine.
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah&Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•sPiritually sPeaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 22

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central 
Baptist Church

Yesterday, December 7, was Pearl Harbor Day. It 
marked the 81st anniversary of  the Japanese inva-
sion of  the US Naval and Air Forces stationed in 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The year was 1941.
It is a day (predicted by President Roosevelt)) which 

has indeed lived in infamy.
My Uncle John M. Maltry Jr. was there.
Though ultimately rising to the rank of  Major in the 

US Army, he was on that early Sunday morning serving as 
an MP. Countless times he told me of  the absolute may-
hem he encountered while desperately trying to somehow 
maintain and direct traffic control.

And that amidst falling bombs and diving airplanes.
He survived. 
Twenty-two years later he was working with the Billy 

Graham Evangelistic Association. It was at that same time 
(1963) that I was born again. 

Uncle John placed into my hands the same follow-
up material he had already distributed in many churches 
throughout the southeast. 

It was discipleship material for a new Christian and 
geared toward a child. I still have the “Graduation” certifi-
cate indicating that I finished the course!

In April of  2013 I preached my Uncle John’s funeral 
sermon. He was 92.

But the story doesn’t end there. There was another 
one going on in the air.

Captain Mitsuo Fuchida of  the Imperial Japanese 
Navy/Air Force was leading the aerial attack against Pearl 
Harbor.

Subsequent to the war in September 1949 Mr. Fuchida 
became a Christian. He traveled the USA and spoke on the 
subject, From Pearl Harbor to Calvary. 

His conversion was significantly influenced by the 
kind and Christian treatment given to some of  his fellow 
Japanese as they were incarcerated as POWs and then re-
leased.

He later gave his testimony on the Merv Griffith show.
Mr. Fuchida died in 1976.
This month we celebrate Christmas. It may well be 

(and accurately) said that when God became a man in the 
person of  Jesus Christ it was the greatest invasion in world 
history.

Jesus Christ entered the human race not with bombs 
and planes but in a stable.

He came as the Prince of  Peace.
He came to die for your sins and mine.
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries from 

Nov. 7. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/citation, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or those 
of public officials have been used. 

Nov. 7
• At 8 a.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on NC 28 south.
Nov. 12
• At 5:40 p.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on US 64 east.
Nov. 15
• At 9:40 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on Poplar Street.
Nov. 16
• At 2:50 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on NC 106 and N. 1st. 
Street.

Nov. 22
• At 11:21 a.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 east and Riv-
erwalk Drive.

Nov. 26
• At 1:15 a.m., officers were notified of 

someone obtaining and consuming an alco-
holic beverage at a bar on Carolina Way by 
using a fraudulent ID.

• At 2 a.m., Amalie Greer Harrison, 19, 
of Richmond, VA, was issued an summons/
citation for obtaining and consuming an al-
coholic beverage while being 19.

Nov. 28
• At 5:47 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident in the back parking lot of 

the Methodist Church.
Dec. 1
• At 1:38 p.m., Christopher Ray McCall, 

38, of Highlands was arrested for resisting 
arrest, first-degree trespassing, violation of 
a court order and having a lethal cutting in-
strument. He was issued a $2,000 secured 
bond. His trial date is Dec. 8.

Dec. 3
• At 5:40 p.m., officers responded to a 

call of someone walking away with jewelry 
valued at $250 and not paying for it at Pot-
pourri Eyewear on Main Street. 

• At 6:52 p.m., Britney Anne Chastain, 
31, of Sorrento, FL, was issued an summons/
citation for shoplifting.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Dec. 1

Dec. 1
• At 11:26 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
Dec. 2
• At 8:51 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 1:22 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on W. Church Street.
Dec. 4
• At 8:07 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Randall Road.
Dec. 6
• A little past midnight, the dept. re-

sponded to a structure fire on US 64 east.
•At 11:17 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on W. Church Street.

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge
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Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

•classiFieDs•

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• CLASSIFIEDS page 22

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east
Jerry W. Blackburn
Sr. Account Executive

C (828)200-4524 • Jerry.Blackburn@vyvebb.com
4160 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC

VyveBroadband.com

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

FOR SALE
2003 F350 7.3 DIESEL 140,000 miles. FWD. 

White 4door flat bed tool boxes gooseneck towing 
good shape 18500 (st. 11/17)

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN CAR. 
Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 for details. 
(st. 11/3) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek 
RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. 
Call for more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
ARTISAN WORKSPACE WITH 3 BED-

ROOM LIVE-OVER APARTMENT. 7 miles 
from town. 3,200 sq. ft. work area. 1,600 sq. ft. apart-
ment over shop with 1,600 sq. ft. adjoining storage 
space. Fenced in area for dog. $1,500/mnth. Text 
only. 706-490-7036. Or Purchase with 14 acres with 

8 acres fenced pasture with creek. Owner financing. 
(st. 12/8) 

COTTAGE AVAILABLE. Between High-
lands and Franklin. $150 night 3 night minimum. 
great for the holidays and next summer. email sarah-
milleratl@aol.com (st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
THE DRY SINK IS SEEKING A COM-

POSED STORE MANAGER with an excep-
tional ability to manage all aspects of a retail store, 
including sales staff, inventory, and store sales. 

Scope of the Job and Requirements: 
An energetic powerhouse who will take this 

opportunity with passion. Candidate must have re-
tail management experience and a flexible schedule. 
Must be highly organized, tech savvy (Excel, Word 
and Retail Pro) and innovative. The ideal candidate 

should love cooking, gadgets, homeware, fashion 
and more! 

Duties and Responsibilities:
Making sales and building meaningful relation-

ships with clientele; Recruiting, hiring, and maintain-
ing (OJT) sales staff; Ensuring that customer service 
is always a top priority; Maintaining the cleanliness 
and neatness of the store; Maintaining inventory 
levels and creative merchandising; Creating sales 
events and trunk shows; Maintaining social media 
posts. Compensation includes benefits package, and 
incentives. Please email resume and cover letter to 
susie@gardnerlee com. (st. 12/8)

HOTWIRE COMUNICATIONS IS HIR-
ING! LOCAL Highlands opportunities. FULL-
TIME, year-round, customer facing, Field Service 
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Technicians & Fiber Splicer 
jobs available. Excellent pay 
& benefits. Forward your re-
sume to samantha.baker@
hotwirecommunication.com. 
(st. 9/15)

SWEETREATS AND 
HIGHLANDS DELI IS 
UNDER NEW MAN-
AGEMENT and is hiring 
full and part time staff for the 
season. Competitive starting 
wage, great tips, and reason-
able hours (not too early, not 
too late). Pick up an applica-
tion in store at 115 S. 4th 
Street or apply on Sweetreat-
shighlands.com. (st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL 
OF HIGHLANDS is an 
Upscale, Small Assisted Living 
Facility currently hiring CNAs 
and Dietary Staff. Flexible 
Schedule, Competitive Pay, 
Great Atmosphere. Call 828-
526-5251 or stop by for an 
application.You may apply in 
person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
by Phone at 828-526-5251 or 
by email to ce.chestnuthill@
yahoo.com or lindabtiff@aol.
com. 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-

Friendly & Non-Toxic, Special-
izing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. 
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN 
– Chatlos Contruction – Re-
models, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. 
Insured. 828-200-4071. (12/29) 

NEED FURNITURE 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do 
it. Call or text James of Go-
ing Gone at 828-421-2655. 
(12/29)

CNA/EMT Dependable, 
knowledgeable, dedicated to 
my clients. Stop paying agency 
prices and call me. Franklin, 
NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD 
for easier viewing. Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

•classiFieDs•

He came in order to restore 
our relationship with His Father 
which had been broken by our sin.

And appropriately the Bible 
calls this salvation a gift (Ephe-
sians 2:8).

I hope that you will receive 
this greatest of  all gifts this Christ-
mas season.

No one knows you better 
and no one loves you more than 
Jesus Christ.

As you think about all these 

...LEADERS continued from page 1

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING 
continued from page 19

things, I hope you will take time 
even in this busy month and make 
sure of  your relationship with Je-
sus Christ and to thank Him for 
what He did for you not only by 
being born in Bethlehem but also 
for dying at Calvary and resurrect-
ing the third day.

He will indeed return soon 
and then we will sing with new 
emphasis, Joy To The World, The 
Lord Has Come!

Macon County Schools. Accord-
ing to Macon County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Bald-
win, the newly created contract 
position will be paid in the first 
year using American Rescue Plan 
Act Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief  Fund 
(ESSER Funds).

“Mr. Holland has an exten-
sive knowledge of  school security 
having served on the NC Gov-
ernor’s Safe Schools Task Force 
as well as his experiences during 
his 30+ year career in law en-
forcement,” said Macon County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin. “I am excited to have 
a person with his qualifications 
serving our students in this im-
portant position.”

According to Holland’s new 
job description, the Coordina-
tor of  School Safety will provide 
strategic direction and leadership 
for the overall administration and 
coordination of  the Safety and 
Security program for the District 
including security, public safety, 
and emergency.

“In the school setting, safety 
and security for our children is 
paramount and it is something 
that continues to change,” said 
Holland. “As Sheriff  I focused on 
increasing school safety in Macon 
County and am excited for this 
new role and to be able to con-
tinue that work for our children.” 

He will serve under the broad 
guidance and administrative su-
pervision of  the Superintendent 

or Superintendent’s Designee. 
Under limited supervision, Hol-
land will perform supervisory and 
administrative tasks in develop-
ing, implementing, and managing 
programs designed to effectively 
address security and school safety 
needs and will work as a liaison be-
tween the school system and local 
law enforcement agencies in Ma-
con County. 

Holland will begin his role 
with the Macon County School 
system on January 3, 2023. 

The Macon County Board 
of  Education also voted to ap-
prove to allocate $756,516 in state 
supplemental funds to pay each 
MCS employee $1,472 in January. 
All 306 employees in the school 
system will receive the supplement 
with their January paycheck. 

this community and this county. 
We all care about Macon County, 
and I wish this board the best 
moving forward. It is time to do 
what boards should do – serve 
the community. To quote the late 
John Lewis: ‘It’s now time to build 
and not tear down, reconcile and 
not divide, and to love and not 
hate.’ At the end of  the day, we 
are all Maconians.”

Following Beale’s comments, 
the meeting moved upstairs to a 
standing room only courtroom in 
the Macon County Courthouse, 
where the honorable Judge Roy 
Wijewickrama issued the Oath of  
Office to newly elected commis-
sioners Danny Antoine and John 
Shearl as well as re-elected com-
missioner Gary Shields.

“I am honored and grate-
ful for this opportunity to serve 
you as one of  your new County 
Commissioners,” Antoine wrote 
on Facebook Tuesday following 
the swearing in. “But above all of  
that, I am grateful to my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ for all that He 
is to me, because without Him I 
an do nothing.” 

Once the new board was in 
place, on a motion made by An-
toine, Commissioner Paul Hig-
don was unanimously voted in to 
serve as Chairman of  the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners. 

Commissioner Josh Young was 
then nominated and approved to 
serve as vice-chair of  the board. 

For the first time in the 
county’s history, all members of  
the Board of  Commissioners are 
Republican, meaning it is also the 
first time that the Chairman and 
Vice-chair spots are held by the 
same party. 

Historically, the board has 
voted to have the Chairman and 
Vice-chair members of  different 
parties to ensure balance, however 
that is no longer the case. 

Following the swearing in 
of  the new commissioners, Judge 
Wijewickerama issued the Oath 
of  Office to Todd Raby, who ran 
unopposed to continue serving 
as Macon County’s Register of  
Deeds. 

To round out the new leader-
ship representing Macon County, 

Judge Wijewickrama issued the 
Oath of  Office to Brent Hol-
brooks, Macon County’s first new 
Sheriff  in 20 years. Sheriff  Hol-
brooks laid his hand on his great-
grandmothers Bible with his wife 
Sarah and three youngest children, 
Tripp, Saylor, and Knox, by his 
side and took the Oath of  Office. 

With Sheriff  Holbrooks in 
office, he joined Judge Wijewick-
erama in swearing in all employ-
ees who will serve in the Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Office under 
Holbrooks’ administration. Sher-
iff  Holbrooks announced Adam 
Wishon’s promotion from Captain 
to Cheif  Deputy to help Sheriff  
Holbrooks lead the organization. 
Sheriff  Holbrooks announced 
several other leadership changes 
and promotions, which will take 
effective in January 2023. 

...MC BOC continued from page 1

Sheriff Holbrooks 
laid his hand 
on his great-
grandmothers 
Bible with his wife 
Sarah and three 
youngest children, 
Tripp, Saylor, and 
Knox, by his side 
and took the 
Oath of Office. 
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 7 
days a 
week

(closed Wed. 
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P100

���
AGENTS IN THE USA
per Real Trends

1
������

1
������

BROKER
IN NORTH CAROLINA
2021, 2020, 2017, 2016 
per Real Trends����������������

������������������

Jody
Lovell
For being recognized by the 2022 
Real Trends & 
The Thousand rankings, 
as advertised in 
the Wall Street Journal.

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty
c (828) 226.6303

TOP PRODUCING 
BROKER 
Highlands - Cashiers 
MLS since 2001


