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By Brittney Lofthouse

The StrongSchoolsNC Pub-
lic Health COVID-19 ToolKit
was updated Thursday with some

Dangerous
fire sends
Otto Fire

Chief to

burn center

HF&R Chief Gearhart
weighs in
Brittney Lofthouse

Otto Fire and Rescue Chief
Terry Rholetter Jr. was working
a fire over the weekend that re-
sulted in severe injuries, sending
him to the Augusta Burn Center
in Georgia.

Gusty winds and dry condi-
tions kept fire departments across
Macon County responding to nu-
merous brush or wildland fires
over the weekend with numerous
departments responded to a wild-
land fire around 1 p.m. on Satut-
day, Feb. 12 in the area of High-
way 441 North. In addition to the
injuries, Rholetter sustained, one

o See FIRE page 17

Highlands

Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: Highlandsinfo.com

COVID-exposed students with no
symptoms can now go to school

changes to quarantine and isolation
rules for students and staff that
will keep both students and staff in
the classroom.

One of the most significant
updates the agency recommended
involved how students handle

e See SCHOOL page 17
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Highlands Bella Wilson smiles as she breaks to the basket against Nantahala.
— Photo by Brian O’Shea

Highlands advances
to LSMC Tournament
Championship

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News
Highlands boys and gitls var-

Tournament hosted by Hiwassee
Dam on Tuesday and will head
back to HD tonight to battle for

* INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Mayor on Duty
Weather

Investing at 4,118 Ft. ........
Hospital News........ccocoune. 1

Shopping Pullout.............. 12-13
Events...iincrennee, 14-15
Spiritually Speaking.......... 18
Police & Fire Reports....... 19
Classifieds.......cocoeeeuvcunennes 21

Scammers are prolific
right now: Beware

Andrea Holland
HPD Chief

The Highlands Police De-
partment would like to warn the
community of phone and in-
ternet-based scams occurring in
the area and around the country.
These scams are widespread and
do not have specific targets. To
protect the community, we ask
that you please read over this ar-
ticle. If you feel that you have been
the victim of a scam, are not sure
if you were, or think someone may
be trying to scam you, please con-
tact your local law enforcement.
An officer will be happy to answer
your questions and make a report
if needed.

Scams occur year-round. The
FBI Internet Crime Complaint
Center reported that in 2020, there
was 1 billion ($1,000,000,000) in
losses to scams. We are here to
give you some strategies to limit
the chances of becoming a victim.
Remember that if it feels wrong,

probably bad.

This will be a shortlist of
some ways to avoid becoming a
victim. The Highlands Police De-
partment will be holding a Scam
Prevention and Internet Safety
workshop in the spring (Date
TBA) this year. More dates may
be announced based on public in-
terests in the workshop.

The event will be free and
taught by Master Officer James
Bethea.

Scammers need you to be-
lieve them. They work hard to
exploit our inclination to trust
others.

They will pose as friends,
employees of well-known com-
panies, managers, government
officials, and so on. They try to
convince you that you can trust
them and that you need to work
with them. They will portray that
there is some problem (virus
on your computer), or a reward
(money you are owed or that you

sity basketball teams both won the Championship.
their first round of the Little Highlands girls varsity
Smoky Mountain Conference e See LSMC page 22

You have a property to sell.
We have brokers who will find the

sounds wrong, looks wrong, it is eSee SCAMMERS page 11

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

perfect prospect.
Let the #1 firm on the Plateau represent you!

114N, 4th Street | (328) 526.4104 » 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.8300

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

[P Highlarmdi/ Cailbirs MLS
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«MAYOR ON DUTYe

Town still welghmg fate of STRs

he Town Board will hold
its February meeting to-
night at the Highlands

Community Building next to
the ball field. It will begin at 7
pm with public comment being
the first agenda item. The agen-
da has a substantial list of items
for board action.

A request will be made by
John Lupoli to amend the clean-
ing contract for the restrooms
at Town Square.His company
maintains the facilities for the
town. There has been an increase in clean-
ing costs such as water usage.

The boatrd will receive an update from
Kaye McHan of the chamber concerning
a new landscape plan for the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce Visitors Center.
The facility is owned by the town and is
leased to the chamber.

The board will consider a proposal for
a second opinion from an attorney who
specializes in land use and STR issues. The
review would involve the attorney examin-
ing the planning board STR recommenda-
tions and how they comport with existing
residential ordinances.A letter from the at-
torney outlining the services to be provided

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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Letter Policy:

We reserve the right to reject or edit
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted, Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

and fees charged will be consid-
ered.

The approval of resolu-
tions to apply for ARPA funds
to replace a pre-clarifier tank
at the water plant and for the
Dog Mountain waterline and
water tank replacement is on
the agenda.A conflict of inter-
est policy for grant applications
is included.These procedural
items need to be in place before
we can begin the grant applica-
tion process.

In my mayor report I will share my
proposed procedures for conducting the
public hearing concerning the planning
board’s STR recommendations. The hear-
ing is scheduled on February 24 at 5 pm at
the Highlands Community Building.ILet me
briefly review my plans.

First, both verbal and written state-
ments will be accepted. Speakers at the
hearing will have 3 minutes to address the
board. That timeframe translates into about
20 speakers per hour.Speakers will also be al-
lowed submit written comments. For people
not able to attend the hearing, they will be
able to submit written statements for the re-
cord within a given timeframe.

People wishing to comment will have to
sign up to speak. Staff will be at the hear-
ing site at 4:30 to start the list. There will be
an email option for signing up. I will call in
the order the people on the list and keep the
time.

All public comments will be recorded.
Written statements will be copied and dis-
tributed to town commissioners.

I will be seek advice and guidance from
commissioners concerning the hearing pro-
cedures. I have also consulted with the town
attorney.

The Highlands Planning Board recom-
mendations can be reviewed at the Town
of Highlands website. After the meeting to-
night, the hearing procedures will be posted
on the town website some time Friday.

Finally, the hearing on the 24th will be
just that, a forum where commissioners will
hear and receive public feedback concerning
the proposed STR recommendations. There
will be no final action taken concerning the
recommendations at the hearing.Board ac-
tion will occur at later meetings.
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Heavy rain and a Breezy with periods of
thunderstorm sun
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES ;

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Cege Dinnen ot Jra Faron

with Hugh Acheson & Christopher Hathcock

Sunday, February 27, 2022

BOOK ONLINE oldedwardsHospitality.com/AchesonandHathcock
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Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

OPEN Mon Fri.e llato 6p
Sandwiches

Custom Charcuterie Board
Made on Request

(Gluten Free Bread Add $3)
The Basic Chick — Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant. $10
(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler — Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll. $12

Raw & Flawless — Spring Mix, avocado, hummus, red pepper, red onion, cucumber, Fermenti
pickled carrots on wheat bread. $14

shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette. $13

The Muff — Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll. $13

The Porker — Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on

ciabatta. $12

The Hudson — Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion,
banana peppers, black olives, DJs pickles). $13

OPEN ALL
PRESIDENTS
DAY
WEEKEND

e
-

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule
@thesecretgarden_market
208 N. 5th St. » Village Square * Highlands « 828-305-7509

The Godfather — Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked provolone,

- |

_°*| FTTERS®
Artificial Stimulation

Dear Editor,
The Bear Shadow Festival caused so much warranted
controversy last year that it had to be moved from its origi-

nal location in peaceful, unsuspecting Horse Cove to seven
miles out of Highlands to Winfield Farm in the town of
Scaly. It looks like this year the Festival planners are out
for revenge for being forced out of town last year and are
determined to get here one way or another.

Festival director Casey Reid is quoted as saying “We
want to continue to complement the natural beauty of the
area with one-of-a-kind musical experiences for our guests,”
and that they want to “provide special moments for music
fans to interact with the talented roster of Bear Shadow
musicians....” It is my humble opinion that those music
fans will have three days of Special Moments with the mu-
sicians over the three-day long Festival weekend planned
for April 29th -May 1st. The “special moments* director
Reid is referring to are acoustic musical performances in
the woods and on the trails of Highlands, specifically the
Brushy Face Preserve trail and the trail up to Sunset Rock.
These trails are normally free to the public and are sup-
ported by the local residents of Highlands, but on April
29th and 30th music fans will have the distinction of being
charged $65 for the privilege. Also, as both of the trails are
on Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust property, I wonder if
there is a conflict of interest. But perhaps the Land Trust
will be the recipient of the $65 fee which will serve as a
justification for providing the venue for these Special Mo-
ments. Who knows?

I realize that there are some people who might con-
sider a man-made acoustical experience out in the middle
of Mother Nature a “complement to the natural beauty of
the area,” just as there are people who don’t mind having
an apple shot off of their head by someone with a bow
and arrow from 30 yards away. If you are thinking I must
not like music, you have missed the point. I like music very
much, and I especially like the music Mother Nature makes
all by herself - wind, birds, water, rain, thunder and silence.
Mother Nature needs no artificial assistance from man to
“complement” her natural beauty.

Last but not least, I don’t want to get on the bad side
of the nice people at the Chamber of Commerce, but I do
wish they would slow down with encouraging, if not actu-
ally creating, all of these extraneous events and artificial fes-
tivals; last month’s Sno-Fest is a good example. Highlands
does not need to have a big event, a big celebration, a big
festival for every month of the year, all year, every year. Itis
too exhausting, it is unnecessary and it is just plain fake. It’s
like pulling rabbits out of a hat; it is disorienting for the rab-
bits and, after repeated performances, the hat doesn’t like

e See LETTERS page 7
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MICHAUD
& RAUERS

" Lot 9 | TWO Levels '#y
CUSTOM LUXURY HOMES STARTING AT S$2.5M

Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The H 1 Team PRIVATE GATED COMMUNITY NEAR DOWNTOWN
. . . WALK TO RESTAURANTS, ENTERTAINMENT, & SHOPPING
in the ngh lands-Cashiers MLS ONLY NINE .75+ ACRE LOTS AVAILABLE
The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network Bear Mor is a new community of luxury mountain homes to
be built in the heart of Highlands, NC, by Loudermilk Homes,
Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, a large, custom home builder out of Atlanta, GA, known for a
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman'’s Circle - Diamond relentless focus on quality craftsmanship, tfransparency, and ad-
(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and vanced smarf home fechnology.

Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S. Mitzi Rauers (404) 218-9123 | Judy Michaud (828) 371-0730

.. . Lo www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com
Certi ied Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD MITZI RAUERS LUXURY
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER BROKER ASSOCIATE COLLECTION
Mobile # (828) 371-0730 Mobile # (404) 218-9123
E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com  E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717 Meadows Mountain Realty
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebra#ifig 27 years 4

= A eruﬁ Cuisine wn':11 a
Crél)leTW|st and German Flair

Re-Opening * Feb. 1 7th

Open Wednesday-Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807

% Re-opening for
“our 33rd Season
DR gwm'ﬂ;q;

TUES - SAT
DINNER S5TARTS
@ 5:30 PM

LAKESIDE

NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY.COM
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT.INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

a’

40 Years of Fine Dining

See you in

" the Spring

828-526-2338
US 64w ¢ Highlands

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

B T A U R A MNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 days
Closed Wednesdays

4 Lunch: 11a-4p
s Dinner: 5:30p - until

www.wolfgangs.net “"" (Closed Sunday night)
5 L
P»‘"\D S B U‘? Closed the Month of February

)\
@)
0

TO TASTY

BURRITOS & MORE

4TH STREET Hig,

sou’ LaNps
2z6 828.526.9313 Ne

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours

Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

online Ordering Available and
'I NOW SERVING MARGARITAS! r

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Open for Take-out
& Dining-in!
DINNER ONLY
Mon-Sun. 4:30-10p
Closed Wednesdays
Please call for reservations.
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!

Wonderful Steaks cut to order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!
Open Wednesday—Friday 9:30—5:30
Saturday 9:30—4:00
Closed Sunday—Tuesday
Preparing all of the good things on those days!

493 Dillard Road
828-526-2762
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MAGNOLIA
REPUBLIC

482-8747 » 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection
and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

T annins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners

Open Thursday - Monday ¢ 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 17,2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

The Secret Garden is in The Vi“age Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Oﬂer'mg hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads,
’oakevy items, SECRET dai[y specials, and
Soup of the Day. All the food is ﬁesh[y made and

..LETTER from page 4

it, either. Are the residents and visitors so impoverished in
their imaginations that they can’t figure out how to enter-
tain themselves or how to occupy their time at least once
in a while? Is the town so devoid of charm and the sut-
rounding area so devoid of fabulous places to explore and
discover that we have to create these phony “festivals?”

Yead}/f OYPiCk up. Highlands needs to have a little rest now and then,

W]N'TER HOU]{S and to slow down the wear and tear on the town and on

Tt . its people. As the saying goes, Don’t Fool With Mother

Monday FVLday nato GP Nature - there is a time to be quiet. Maybe the Chamber
(SCC menu on page 4) can come up with a Quiet Festival and don’t do anything;

Alice Nelson

Custom Pots of Soup Highlands

Made on Demand
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

Craft lce Cream &
Hand-Crafted

Sandwiches

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands,com

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S ith Street) | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food

& Highlander Mountain House

- o

N Wednesdays
Burger Special

Thursdays
Rib-eye Special

Dinner: from 5:30p
Wed-Sat

Lunch: 1 1:30a - 2p
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch
10a - 2p

Silly Ridge at Sunday Bluegrass Brunch ¢ Feb 27
& at Thursday Night Bluegrass 7-9pm ¢ Feb 24

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590

@6;0/6/2?7

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM
Exceptional Wines

& Craft Cocktails
See you in April 2022!

Reservations:

828.526.4906
440 Main Street ¢ Highlands
www.paolettis.com

highlandermountainhouse.com
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Gwendolyn Mae Austln Brammer

Gwendolyn Mae Aus-
tin Brammer, passed away
peacefully in her home in
Highlands on January 20 at
the age of 93. She and her
husband, Harold Brammer,
were longtime residents of
Highlands area. They were
active in both church and
community.

She was born March
20, 1928 to Stella and Bob
Austin in Welch, WV and
was raised there. She gradu-
ated from Mary Baldwin College and mat-
ried Harold on Aug 5, 1949. They began
their family in Welch and moved to Florida
where Harold started his first business.
They settled in Largo, FL for more than 40
years. Gwen was named the Woman of the
Year in 1971 by the Largo LaSertoma Club
for her church, school and civic service.

In 1978, they built a home on Scaly
Mountain where she served as the Presi-
dent of the Scaly Mountain Woman’s Club.
Ten years later they created Brookside Lane

in Highlands and built the
home they would live in for
the rest of their lives.

The couple joined First
Presbyterian of Highlands
in 1981. Their work in the
church became a cornerstone
of their life. Gwen sang in
the choir for many years and
was active in all the Wom-
en’s Committees including
the Seekers Women’s Bible
Study. She served as chair
both for the Seckers and
Women’s’ Circle, taught high school Sunday
School and helped lead youth retreats. She
served on the Highlands Playhouse Board
and volunteered with the Literary Council,
the Chamber of Commerce the Hospital
and various fundraising activities.

She is survived by her children Karen
Austin, Leah Brammer Long and Austin
Brammer, three grandchildren and four
great grandchildren. A service is planned at
First Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St, on
March 14, at 2 p.m.

Now BOOKING LOCAL SPECIALS
THROUGH MARCH 2022 | SUNDAY - THURSDAY

Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $185

Overnight Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s

$20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns

This promotion is limited to one guestroom per night.

For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove

* OBITUARIES ®

Julian Kenneth Franklin

Julian Kenneth Franklin,
long time Highlands resident
and Highlands Falls Country
Club member, entered rest
Monday, February 14, 2022
at the age of 87.

Julian was born Janu-
ary 5, 1935 in Gainesville
GA. He graduated from the
University of Georgia with
a Bachelor’s Degree and was
a member of Sigma Nu fra-
ternity. After graduation, he
received a US. Army Reserve
Commission, serving as a
captain in Army Intelligence
Reserves and as a Post Quartermaster on ac-
tive duty, earning the Army Commendation
Medal.

His business career started at WDUN
announcing high school and college sport-
ing events. He later began his 38-year career
as an executive with Belk Department Stores
before retiring as Regional Store Manager in
Athens, Georgia

Julian was a community servant, active
in various committees, boards and organi-
zations in both the Athens and Highlands
communities including Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Mu-
sic Festival, The Bascom, Highlands Falls
Country Club, First Baptist Church Athens,
Athens Regional Health System, SunTrust
Bank of Northeast Georgia, Athens Sym-
phony Orchestra, Samaritan Counseling
Center, and Rotary Clubs. He also served as

President of the Northeast
Georgia Council of Boy
Scouts of America earning
an award of distinction.

Julian loved trail work
with the Highlands Plateau
Greenway, playing Twilight
Golf at HFCC, working
in his wood shop, and the
Georgia Bulldogs.

Left to cherish his
memory are loving wife
Margo Franklin, daughter
Pam (Chuck) Carver; son
Rick (Jennifer) Franklin;
grandchildren Monica, Lau-
ra, Sam, Max, and Sarah and great grand-
daughter Margo.

Private graveside services for the fam-
ily were held at Alta Vista Cemetery in
Gainesville with Reverend Becky Matheny
officiating. A public celebration of life may
be announced at a later date

Online condolences to the family may
be made at www.wardsth.com or to Margo
at 4145 Misty Morning Way, Room 105,
Gainesville , GA 305006.

In lieu of flowers, please make con-
tributions to the Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway, PO. Box 2608, Highlands, NC
28741.  wwwhighlandsgreenway.com or
the Northeast Georgia Council for Boy
Scouts of America, 148 Boy Scout Trail,
Pendergrass, GA 30567. www.donations.
scouting.org

Our
readers
start
early!

Edie Chrestman-
Brown’s mom
Betty Chrestman
looked over and
found Edie
perusing
Highlands
Newspaper.
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The Next Big Things in Home Design
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f you are purchasing
Ia new home or just

want to give your cuf-
rent home a makeover,
here are some of the new
design trends  floating
through the industry for
2022:

1. Bold colots:
Even though the 3,000
different shades of white
still seem to proliferate in |

homes today, darker, more |
saturated colors are going
to be everywhere in 2022;

2. Wallpaper: Wall-
paper reminds me of my
grandmothers. Why did it go out of style?
But the pendulum has swung, and wallpa-
per is the newest way to give personality
and depth to any room;

3. Massive lights: Mammoth mod-
ern light fixtures provide a wow moment,
and a large chandelier can provide a sense
of coziness like a fireplace, according to
designers who are using them in large
rooms;

4.  Garage Takeovers: Homeown-
ers are going beyond the extra room or
home office to transform their under-uti-
lized garages into welcoming spaces, such
as an art studio, a bar for friends and fam-
ily, a classroom, a “she shed” for the lady
of the house or a sports lounge;

5. Dark kitchens: In reaction to
the all-white kitchen, homeowners are
using moodier and darker colors. Even
leathered stones on the countertops pro-
vide a matte surface and bumpy texture to
hide messes;

6. Banquettes: Banquettes are ex-
tremely popular right now creating cozy
nooks and saving space in rooms of all
sizes;

7. Details: With so many home-
owners spending more time at home, peo-
ple want to have fun with design. They
are willing to use bolder combinations of
colors, patterns and decorative elements
on cabinet hardware and decorative trim
which adds drama to a room;

Jody Lovell
Highlands Sotheby’s 9.

International Realty

8. Something
Old, Something New: An-
tiques were ignored for
years, but they are staging a
comeback mixed with new
custom pieces that make a
home uniquely yours. Since
furniture takes so long to
receive even when ordering

stock items, custom fur-
niture makers are a good
source of supply to get ex-
actly what you want;
Quiet Rooms:
The desire to be still at the
end of a busy day lurks in
all of us. A place that you can retreat to
process the day and recharge your internal
batteries involves recovery from the daily
stresses. The hybrid work scenario where
people no longer go to the office but work
from home creates an ambiguous feeling of
disorientation. The ability to go to a room
or area where you take time to read, draw,
write or just be alone is a healthy practice;

10. Joyful Utilitarian Spaces: No lon-
ger just the pass-through mudroom, messy
laundry room or cluttered scullery kitchen,
these workhorse rooms are places where be-
loved collections and artwork is displayed.
The ability to evoke a2 warm memory from
a worthy piece of art or photograph creates
joy in our everyday lives.

Happy designing in 2022! May these
ideas give you inspiration to refresh your
own nest!!

Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands
Sotheby’s International Realty, the Number
One Producing Firm on the entire MLS in
2021 with over thirty brokers closing in on
300 million dollars in sales. Jody was the
Number One Broker on the MLS with over
139 million dollars in sales-almost double
the next producing broker. When choosing
a real estate firm or agent, ask to see the
rankings which tell you who is implement-
ing the best tools and resources for their cli-
ents. Call us today to show you how we can
release the Power of Highlands Sotheby’s

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s

International Realty is the #1
producing office on the Plateau 2020

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.
Offered for $895,000

Andrea Gabbard .
[ ¢ 8282006742 0 828.526.8300 Highlands
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS.
Advertisers' websites are now linked on the PDF
version of the newspaper at www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on News.

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com

Want an award-winning real estate experience?
Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514

A58, | RSPS




Page 10 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 17,2022 - 828-200-1371

e Hospital NEwS ®

The Importance of Keeping Up with All Vaccmes, and Radon Levels in the Home

ith COVID-19 perme-
ating every aspect of
our lives these last two

years, there’s hardly been a sub-
ject that has been more discussed
than the COVID vaccine. I con-
tinue to be grateful that we have
this critical tool now. It has been
proven to lessen the severity of
the virus if you get sick, lower a
patient’s chances of needing to
be hospitalized, and reduce the
number of COVID-19 deaths.

With the development and
rollout of COVID-19 vaccines
coming to the forefront of our
lives, it’s easy to forget about the
fact that people of all ages should
be up-to-date on their other vac-
cines as well.

Though each state deter-
mines its own vaccine require-
ments in order for children to
enter public school and daycare,
the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) notes that common im-

munizations for children from in-
fancy to age six include:

* MMR (Measles, mumps, and
rubella)

* Polio (IPV) vaccine

* TDaP (Tetanus, diphtheria,
and pertussis)

* Hib (Haemophilus influenza
type B)

* Hepatitis A and B

* RV vaccine (Rotavirus)

* Varicella vaccine (Chicken-
pox)

* PCV 13 (pneumococcal bac-
terial diseases)

*  Yearly influenza vaccine

Some of these vaccines are
seties of shots that start in infancy,
while others should be received an-
nually, such as the flu shot. When
children are 11 or 12, they should
receive the HPV (human papil-
lomavirus) vaccine, which has cut
the risk of certain adult cancers
significantly, including cervical
cancer for women.

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA
706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.
¢ Dental Implants ¢ Root Canal Therapy
¢ SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
 Orthodontics including Invisalign

o Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
¢ Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

o

WILBANKS SMILECENTER
v bt

f»-:_.:__..-ll"

Tom Neal, CEO/CNO
Highlands Cashiers
Hospital

Adults should remain vigilant
about getting boosters for condi-
tions like MMR and TDaP, as well
as yearly flu shots. Shingles vac-
cines are recommended for people
50 and older, and anyone 65 or
older should receive the pneumo-
nia vaccine. These are both setrious
conditions, and shingles is long-
lasting and very painful.

Vaccines have long been a
controversial topic, but every vac-
cine is carefully vetted for safety
and FDA-approved, or in the case
of COVID-19 vaccines, FDA-
cleared first, and then approved.
Some worry that the COVID-19
vaccines were somehow hurtied
in their development, but the op-
posite is true. The medical MRNA
technology that’s central to the
COVID-19 vaccines was devel-
oped over the course of two de-
cades.

Now that we've discussed
vaccine schedules for children
and adults, let’s turn our atten-
tion to the topic of radon. Radon
is an odotless, colotless radioac-
tive gas that occurs naturally and
breaks down into soil, rocks, and
groundwater. High levels of expo-
sute to it can cause lung cancet. In
fact, exposure to radon is the sec-
ond overall leading cause of lung
cancer after smoking, and the #1
cause for nonsmokers.

According to the Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA),
because of our area’s geology,
Western North Carolina has the
highest radon levels in the state.
Radon levels are measured in pi-
cocuties per liter (pCi/L) and you
can test your home for radon levels
with a simple, low-cost test kit that
you can buy at home stores and
other large retail outlets. A high
radon level is consideted 4 pCi/L
picocuries per liter, but the EPA
advises mitigation if your level is
between 2 and 4 pCi/L.

When your doctor assesses if
you’re at higher risk for lung can-
cer, tobacco use and radon level
exposure are the two key factors
they will consider. Fortunately,
HCH now offers a screening —
the low-dose CT scan — that cer-
tain patients can get. It’s an impor-
tant test that allows us to diagnose
eatly stage lung cancer much more
frequently. Before its development,
diagnosis at an eatly stage was very
rare.

Radon awareness is especially
important in the winter, when we
spend much more time in tightly
enclosed spaces. Modern houses
built within the last couple of de-
cades are especially airtight.

Partner with your primary
care physician and talk about your
vaccine status at your next well-
ness exam, as well as the issue of
radon. Our primary care providers
are your allies, and their goal is to
guide your care carefully so it can
be as customized as possible.

With it being February, I also
couldn’t forget to mention that it’s
National Heart Month. Your heart
health is another critical topic to
discuss with your doctor regularly.
Depending on your age and gen-
der, they may recommend tests
like echocardiograms and stress
tests to monitor your heart health,
and they will discuss your lifestyle
habits and their impact on your
heart. As we know, what you eat
and how much you move impacts

your heart health significantly. Ef-
fective stress management is also
key to keeping your heart healthy.

Become familiar with the
symptoms of a heart attack,
which include chest pain, short-
ness of breath, and pain in your
arm or shoulder. Know too that
women can experience differ-
ent symptoms, including nausea,
lightheadedness, and fatigue.
Even though your age and gen-
der impact your heart attack risk,
there are plenty of things you can
do to support your health and
lower your risk, such as eating
well, exercising, controlling your
cholesterol and blood pressure,
and refraining from smoking.

Think of you and your phy-
sician as troubleshooters for your
health. The more you can get
ahead of health problems, the
better off you will be, with less
chance that you'll need to go to
the Emergency Room with a sud-
den health crisis. We are here to
help you prevent illness and treat
it if you do experience it, with
state-of-the-art technology, ex-
ceptional expertise, and compas-
sion.

e Tom Neal, RN, MBA,
MHA, is the Chief Executive Officer
and Chief Nursing Officer (CINO) of
Highlands-Cashiers  Hospital. Neal
is a proven leader with more than 30
years of progressive bealthcare experi-
ence. Prior to bis role at Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital, he held the position of
Chief Executive Officer of Commn-
nity Health Systems (CHS) and served
as Chief Executive Officer of both
Berwick Hospital Center in Berwick,
Pennsylvania, and Greenbrier 1V al-
ley Medical Center, Ronceverte, West
Virginia. Tom has an MBA from the
University of Louisville, MHA from
the California College of Health Sci-
ences, BSN' from Regents College of
New York and an ADN from Jeffer-
son Commmnnity College.



.SCAMMERS continued from page 1

won) and that they want to help
you, and they have to do it now.
The scam will progress as they try
to convince you that you need to
provide private information (so-
cial security, bank information)
or that you have to pay them for
one reason or another. There are
many scams, and this article won’t
go fully in-depth on that. The
workshop will break down differ-
ent scamming tactics in detail.

To help fight this, don’t an-
swer calls from unknown num-
bers. Even if it is a local number,
you may not be able to trust it.
Let them leave a voice mail. Block
numbers that you determine not
to be trustworthy. If you do an-
swer, be skeptical. If someone
claims to be from a company, ask
yourself if I asked them to con-
tact me.

While a company may con-
tact you to try and sell you some-
thing, they often won’t call to give
you something,

Further, companies such as
Microsoft will not call you about
problems occurring on your
computet. You have to contact
them. Anytime you are contacted
by a company, be skeptical. Don’t
provide the caller with any of
your information.

Remember, they called
you and claimed that they knew
something about your account.

If you want to verify a com-
pany is calling you about an issue
with your account, call the com-
pany. Please don’t use any num-
bers they give you. Look up the
company’s contact information
through Google or another trust-
ed source. If you didn’t solicit the
call, don’t provide any identifying
information. A scammer will try
to convince you that you cannot
hang up and that there will be
consequences if you do. This is
not true, do not let them pressure
you. You have a right to verify
who they are.

Anytime you conduct busi-
ness by phone, keep in mind how
you are asked to pay for some-
thing. Companies do not ask for
customers to go to stores to buy
gift cards for them. They will not
ask vou to wire money to them.

Do not agree to deposit checks
and transfer money for someone.

Gaining popularity in the
scamming world is cryptocur-
rency as well. Cryptocurrency such
as Bitcoin is neatly impossible to
trace and is easy to purchase now.
You can buy it at Ingles, for ex-
ample. Remember, if you did not
solicit the company to contact you,
be skeptical.

You have a right to call some-
one else. Scammers will tell you not
to tell anyone else what’s going on.
Some will even ask you to stay on
the phone with them at all times to
make sute you don’t call anyone or
talk to anyone else. They want to
isolate you and pressure you. No
legitimate company will do this.

If you did not contact the
company on a trusted phone num-
ber or expect to be contacted,
never give a caller access to your
computer. Some scams work on
gaining access to your computer.
This is very easy to do in the mod-
ern age. If you are called, and they
ask you to allow them to access
your computer, again, be skepti-
cal. Did you call them? Were you
expecting a call from a help desk?
Why do they need access to my
computer? Once you give them ac-
cess, they can begin to steal your
information. Scammers can install
malware (viruses, worms, etc.), and
They may ask you to log into bank-
ing or personal accounts. They
could capture your credentials
while you do this.

The list goes on. If you did
not contact a solicitor or solicit
their service, do not allow them to
access your computer.

Be wary of anyone telling you
that you have to act now. There are
very few things in life that have no
time to wait. You have a right to
verify that what is happening is le-
gitimate. You have the right to call
the company back. Anyone telling
you that you have to act now is a
red flag.

Know that the IRS, Police de-
partments, Sheriff’s offices, FBI,
and so one will not call you to tell
you that you have charges or war-
rants out for your arrest. Further,
you cannot pay to have your charg-
es dropped. If you get a call from

someone claiming to have war-
rants for your arrest, don’t provide
them any information and do not
pay them anything;

Also, if you get a call from
someone claiming to be with a
friend, family, or loved one who
was in an accident, know that we
will never ask for you to send mon-
ey for that person. Ask what hospi-
tal they are at and verify it by calling
that hospital or the injured person
themselves. Law enforcement will
try to talk to you in person if we
need to tell you someone is hurt. If
a law enforcement officer contacts
you, verify that the caller is a legiti-
mate officer. We will never ask you
to send money or provide private
information.

Trust your instincts. If it feels
wrong, look into it. Ask questions.
Talk to someone else. Please, call
us or your local law enforcement
and discuss the call. It is always
easier to prevent a scam than to
try and recover from it. If you feel
that you have become a victim of a
scam, do not hesitate to reach out
to law enforcement.
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

bobhenritze @gmail.com ¢ www.firewoodcompany.net

RS <P

828.200.3050
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Lok & Yow

132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC » 828-482-501 | » Open Year Round
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Celebrate Presidents’ Day weekend bn Highlands!
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End of Winter
SALES
& new
Spring Arrivals!

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
& * Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

Jeans by:

Joes « AG
« Citizens
* Hudson

% Shoes by:

¢ ShuSh

* Diba

* Blowfish
¢ Matisse

355 Main Street

& NATURAL SELECTION

Let’s get
back to nature
(828)421-3546

361 Main St
Highlands

(in The Galax Theatre
526-4660

(Next to Annawear)

SCAL'Y MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
8106 Dillard Road + Scaly Mtn, NC - 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

.

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering hand-
crafted items for sale with a percentage of every item
sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to dis-

tribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC

as well as in Rabun County, GA.
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Celebrate Presidents’ Day wemmo{ Ln Highlands!
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4 Winter
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SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFTRESS

Old Eavorites

evavarro
HADE WITH LOVE i L&

SANTA MONICA Let’s think

JOHNNY WAS E XO\/|| | T iorbos
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. Open Mon.-Sat. * 10a to 5p Our 82nd season on Main Street
326 Main St. Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www. Sunday |-5p
828-482-4375 Lulu & You — 132 Hwy 107 S. facebook.com/LuluBleuNC Main Street * Highlands 828-526-3160
DOUGLAS  “Er on™ New fresh Spring arrivals!
your own ; -; w fresh Spring arrivals!
®
ﬂﬁ_ Douglas Cuddle A REE
Tie CuDDi Toy!

Get Vacation Ready!

364 Main Street «'roy 338 Main Street

Highlands sl 526-4777
(828) 526-9415 - 364 Main St.« Highlands * 526-9415
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Spring Sports
Registration is
on

Macon County Youth Soccer
Registration is underway for ages 5-15
year olds.

Registration open now through Feb-
ruary 24th. Practice will begin in mid
march and games will start April 2nd.
Register online at maconsoccer.net

Franklin Little League Base-
ball registration is underway for ages
4-14 year old. Registration Open Now
through March 7, 2022. Register online
at www.fllbaseball.com.

Franklin Little League Soft-
ball registration is underway for ages
4-14 year old. Registration Open Now
through March 7, 2022. Register online
at www.franklinlittleleaguesoftball.com .

AT
Backyard Bird

Count

Great Backyard Bird Count is Feb. 18-21
from 9 to 10 am Participants will meet
at the North Campus of the Highlands
Biological Station (111 Lower Lake Road)
for an introduction to the Great Backyard
Bird Count before taking a walk around
the campus to find our feathered friends.
On Saturday, guest leaders from the
Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will
take part in the count as well. These walks
are weather dependent and masks are en-
couraged. Binoculars will be available if
you need them. Register for one or both
strolls at highlandsbiological.org, Stop by
the Valentine Meadow (888 Horse Cove
Road) on Saturday, Feb.19 from 1 to 4
PM, there will be a bonfire, hot drinks,
and bird-themed fun for all.For more in-
formation about the Great Backyard Bird
Count and ways you can participate, visit
www.birdcount.org.

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS®

Ice Rink Schedule

* Thursdays 1-8pm, Fridays and Sat-
urdays |-10pm and Sundays |-5pm,.Cost
is $5 per skater.

Rec Pool Schedule:

* Lap Swim Monday-Friday 6am-
10am, Monday and Thursday |1:15am-
7pm and Tuesday and Wednesday
I1:15am-3:30pm 6 lanes AND 3:30-7
(shared Pool) and Saturday 10-Ilam 6
lanes.

Adult  Swim
I'1:15am-7pm.

Call ahead for Public Swim Weekend
schedule due to staff shortages. 828-526-
1595.

* Tickets for Bear Shadow Music
Festival are on sale now. For more infot-
mation, visit https://bearshadownc.com/
information/.

Mondays

* ESL classes are held at the Pres-
byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required — just
show up and participate.Questions? Visit
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 —
0863 or email inffo@maconncliteracy.org

* American Legion meets Mon-
days at 9 AM Highlands United Methodist
Church.All veterans invited

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the [800s
that provides grants and loans to women
who want to return to school or further
their education and have a financial need,
meets at |0 a,m, If interested, please call
president Paula McDonald at 706-372-
3004 for meeting places.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics
10:15-1lam.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Meth-
odist Church on Spring Street is open
from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.

* Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal
Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body work-
out that engages every muscle in the
body.

* New Mobility Class with Anna
Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For
more information, call Anna 267-825-

Monday-Thursday

I8 years plus

0716.

Mon, & Thurs,

* Drive-thru flu clinics at the Public
Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in
Franklin from 1—4 pm $36 for the regular
dose and the $73 for the high dose (rec-
ommended for those 65+).Insurances will
be filed; please bring your insurance card
with you. Questions? Call 828.349.2081.

Mon,Wed, Thurs

* Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball
10:30 am-1 pm.

Mon,Wed, Fri

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-
9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for more
information.

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 am.

Mon.,Wed., Fri.

* Highlands/ Cashiers Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for
anyone who thinks they may have a
drinking problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the AA. recovery program. Open
meetings are held in Highlands @ the
Ist Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St.,
on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednes-
day & Fridays @ 12:00 noon.

Tues. & Thurs.

* Pilates-Strength and Stretch with
Autumn Lucas

* New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin
from 4:30-5:30p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at 5:30. A combination class with many
different types of exercise.

Tuesdays

* Strength Training 8:15-9:15am.
Aim for strong, lean muscles using light
weights, body weight, and high repetition
to shape and tone.

First Wednesdays

* Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is
featuring “Walk-in Wednesdays” Hiring
Event. Interviewing for RNs, CNAs, Allied
Health Professionals and Support Servic-
es Professionals, 1-3:30 pm. 190 Hospital
Drive, front entrance. On the spot offers,
Sign-on bonuses offered for select posi-
tions, Bring updated resume. Casual wear.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am.An exhila-
rating and fun mix of martial arts for a
calorie-burning workout.

* Free Covid vaccination clinics — 9
am to 5pm at the Rec Park. (Closed for
a half-hour lunch break) Location subject
to change. please check https://myspot.
nc.gov/ for the latest location informa-
tion. Walk-ins are accepted, however
we encourage residents to pre-register
and schedule an appointment at https:/
myoptumserve.com/covid| 9 or by calling
(877) 505-6723 if you do not have inter-
net.

2nd Thurs. thru - May

* Story Telling & Listening at Shake-
speare & Co. in Village Square from 2-4
p-m.

Fri.-Mon., Feb. 18-21

* Great Backyard Bird Count from
9 to 10 am Participants will meet at
the North Campus of the Highlands
Biological Station (111 Lower Lake Road)
for an introduction to the Great Backyard
Bird Count before taking a walk around
the campus to find our feathered friends.
On Saturday, guest leaders from the
Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will
take part in the count as well. These walks
are weather dependent and masks are
encouraged. Binoculars will be available if
you need them. Register for one or both
strolls at highlandsbiological.org.

Sat.,Feb. 19

* Birding Bonanza from 1-4 p.m. at
the Nature Center. Join us for a bonfire,
hot drinks, a scavenger hunt, & bird-
themed fun for all as we celebrate the
25th annual Great Backyard Bird Count.

Mon. Feb. 21

¢ Jackson County Republican Party
Meeting Monday at 6 PM at the Cashier
Recreation Center located at 355 Frank
Allen Road in Cashiers.

Sun.,, Feb 27

* Chefs Dinner at the Farm with
Hugh Acheson & Christopher Hathcock.
Book online at OldEdwardsHospitality.
com/AchesonandHathcock

Tues. March 15

* Highlands School Kindergarten
Registration is on. Children who reach the
age of 5 on or before August 31, 2022 are
eligible for admission into the Class of 2035
Call 828-526-2147 for more information.

April 29-May |

* Bear Shadow Music Festival. For
tickeets go to bearshadownc.com.



On March 15, 2022, Kindet-
garten registration for the 2022-
2023 school year will begin, for
parents, at 10 am in the school’s
media center.Children who reach
the age of 5 on or before August
31, 2022 are eligible for admis-
sion into the Class of 2035.

To make the transition
from preschool to Kindergarten
as fun and positive as possible,
we would like to offer the new
students a taste of great things
to come by providing transpor-
taton to and from Highlands
School for registration. At ap-
proximately 10:30am Highlands’
school bus driver, Jacob Henry,
will pick up eligible students
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Kindergarten Registration Class of 2035
Tuesday, March 15, 2022

from Highlands United Meth-
odist Church and the Highlands
Community Child Development
Center aboard one of our activity
buses, and bring them to school
to meet their parents.They will ar-
rive at Highlands School by 10:50
am.PTO volunteers will be on
the bus to help with the students.
Students not enrolled in a day care
center may meet before 10:30 am
at the Highlands Community Child
Development Center, Inc. located
at 89 Church Street, Highlands, to
catch the busRiding the “school
bus” is an exciting experience for
the students.Please encourage your
child to ride to school on the bus
that day whether or not you plan

for your child to ride during the
school year.Please be aware that
the bus will be returning students
to the day care centers.
Complimentary lunch for
all students and their parents in
the school cafeteria is provided
as part of Kindergarten registra-
tion. Registration packets can be
picked up at Highlands School or
at Highlands Community Child
Development Center.All forms in
the registration packet (except the
Health Assessment Transmittal
Form), will need to be completed
and returned on March 15th.The
Health Assessment Transmittal
Form should be completed and

turned in to the school by August
1,2022.

In addition to the registration
documents, the following items
should be presented at registration
on March 15th for photocopying:

1. Certificate of Immuniza-
tions (School must have within 30
days from the start of school).Stu-
dents without a complete Certifi-
cate of Immunizations presented
within 30 days from the start of
school will be placed on adminis-
trative suspension until in compli-
ance.

2. Certified Birth Certificate
(must present original, certified
birth certificate.No copies or “un-

certified” birth certificates will
be accepted.

3. Proof of Residency.

4.1f you are not the biologi-
cal parent of the child enrolling,
and/or there is a custody agree-
ment in place, please provide any
legal documents you have giv-
ing you authority to enroll the
child (i.e., custody papers, name
change documentation, adop-
tion papers or educational domi-
cile affidavits).

The faculty and staff look
forward to meeting you and your
child.Please feel free to call us at
526-2147 should you have any
questions.

Bear Shadow announces one-of-a-kind, experiential daytime events on Sat. April 30

For festival-goers looking
to enjoy more music and rev-
elry alongside the beauty of the
mountains in the resort town of
Highlands, N.C., Bear Shadow
music festival announces a se-
lection of experiences sure to
delight, including an intimate
acoustic evening with critically-
acclaimed, award-winning sing-
er-songwriters  Suzy Bogguss,
Gretchen Peters and Matraca
Berg. Guided biological hikes
that culminate in acoustic per-
formances, musician clinics from
headlining acts and soulful fit-
ness sessions in the park are also
planned throughout the week-
end-long event April 29 — May 1.

* “Wine, Women and Song”

Purchase Bear Shadow tickets by Feb.

Want to attend not one, but
TWO epic weekends on The Pla-
teau in 2022° Here’s your chance.
Purchase Bear Shadow tickets by
February 18th, and you’ll be en-
tered to win tickets for Highlands
Food & Wine.

Purchase any Bear Shadow

— Join critically acclaimed, award-
winning singersongwriters Suzy
Bogguss, Gretchen Peters and Ma-
traca Berg for an intimate evening
of acoustic song, conversation and
fine wines at Skyline Lodge, over-
looking the beautiful Appalachian
Mountains. Wine, Women & Song
will be held on Saturday, April 30
from 24 p.m. Tickets are $125.

* “Hike & Mic” — Enjoy a
guided adventure through High-
lands’ forests and trails followed
by acoustic performances by Bear
Shadow performers Wild Rivers
and Jamestown Revival at the con-
clusion of the hike. Hike & Mic
events are Friday, April 29 from
1-3 p.m. at Brushy Face Preserve
and Saturday, April 30 from 1-3

2022 tickets by February 18 at
11:59 pm, and you’ll be entered to
win a pair of Highlands Food &
Wine 2022 weekend tickets!

If you have already purchased
any Bear Shadow tickets, you’re au-
tomatically entered to win a pair of
Highlands Food & Wine weekend

p.m. at Sunset Rock & Highlands
Biological Station. Tickets are $65.

*  Bearfoot in the Park —
Join instructors from The Works
— Chatleston’s Sweat Studio for
a one-hour soulful fitness com-
bining vinyasa yoga, meditation,
breathwork, plyometrics, core and
strength work at Kelsey Hutchin-
son Patrk in downtown Highlands.
Bearfoot in the Park sessions are
free and will be held from 9-10
am. on Saturday, April 30 and
Sunday, May 1. Reservations are
recommended.

Tickets are on sale now. For
tickets and reservations, visit bear-
shadownc.com.

Musician clinics hosted by
Bear Shadow performers are also

to bolster weekend-long April 29-May 1 music festival

“Wine,Women and Song” — Join critically acclaimed, award-winning singer-
songwriters Suzy Bogguss, Gretchen Peters and Matraca Berg for an inti-
mate evening of acoustic song, conversation and fine wines at Skyline Lodge,

being planned. More details to
come. Sign up for the Bear Shad-

ow newsletter at bearshadownc.
com for the latest updates.

18 and you could win tickets for Highlands Food & Wine!

tickets for November 10-13, 2022.

The winner will be selected
by random drawing and notified
via the email address provided at
ticket checkout on Monday, Feb-
ruary 21 at 9 am.

Anyone who has purchased
tickets from the on-sale date

through February 18 will be en-
tered to win.

Prize package will be two (2)
2022 General Admission weekend
tickets to Grand Tasting, Truckir’,
the Main Event, and Sunday Shin-
dig

Purchase tickets at the link
below. Tell your festie besties
they’ll have another weekend
of fun planned at 4118 ft and
GOOD LUCK. #bearshadow

https://bearshadownec.
com/tickets/



Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 17,2022 - 828-200-1371

MARKET ’
q})‘ii‘
Natural Produets Store
Summer Hours: 2am-5pm
Mon-3at
828-526-59%99
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com

LOCATED AT 80 M 4TH ST, HIGHLANDS

HEEM Crrganic smoothie/juice

bar located
| insice Whole
- Bm €53
P %ﬁr,::}&@

Life Market

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art

Open for outside pickup &
delivery

'&' + : - %
(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Valentine’s Day
Last

Center for Plastic Surgery
828-526-3783

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Bill Futral and Pat Allen at Rotary.

Pat Allen recently received the Paul
Harris Award given to Rotarians who con-
tribute $1000 or more to help accomplish
goals and apply leadership and expertise on
social issues at home and around the globe.
One of Allen’s focuses has been to eradi-
cate polio in third world countries. “When
I still see photos of kids in wheel chairs and
unable to function normally due to polio
I have to ask “why?” When the vaccine is
readily available why hasn’t it been part of
global solutions in other countries,” asks

Allen?

Head of
School at
Rabun Gap
Nacoochee
School
visits
Rotary

otarian Stell Huie introduced Jeff Miles,
Head of School at Rabun Gap Nacoochee
School as the featured speaker for the
Highlands Rotary February 8 meeting,

Miles, a former lacrosse player and
coach, started his first year as Head of
School at the start of the pandemic in 2020.
With many students living on campus (from
more than 52 countries), the school adopted
a “safer together” motto for dealing for the
pandemic, allowing students to remain on
campus.
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School is one of

Pat Allen

receives

Rotarian
Award

Rotary is a global network of 1.4
million neighbors, friends, leaders and
problem-solvers whose focus is a world
where all people unite and take action to
create lasting change-across the globe, in
local communities, and in ourselves. “I
am proud to be a member of this won-
derful organization and recipient of this
award,’says Allen.

Pat Allen is Broker-in-Charge of Al-
lenTate/PatAllenRealtyGroup and  has
lived in Highlands for 27 years.

the top private schools in the South.It
boasts a 7:1 student-teacher ratio to 680
students from 52 countries and 16 states.
Academically, the school is ranked 18
boarding school in the country, and 100%
of their graduating class attends a four-year
university. The soccer team won the 2021
soccer state championship, and finished
their season ranked 11% in the country.
Both their basketball and baseball teams are
ranked top 5.For more information about
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, please visit
rabungap.org.
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COVID-19 exposure saying, “Individual
contact tracing and exclusion from school
of asymptomatic people after an identified
exposure is no longer recommended state-
wide in K-12 schools.”

That means, effective on Monday, Feb.
21, students exposed to COVID-19 who
don’t show any symptoms will be allowed
to stay in the classroom.

“I am cautiously optimistic that this
decision is a step in the right direction,” said
Macon County Schools Superintendent Dr.
Chris Baldwin. “At this point in the school
year, we have seen over 3,200 quarantines
with only 52 of those quarantined result-
ing in a known positive COVID transmis-
sion.This means that less than 2% of stu-
dents and staff quarantined have actually
contracted the virus.Considering this data,
it would appear that we can safely move
forward with only quarantining those folks
testing positive for Covid.Not only will this
change allow otherwise healthy students
to remain in school, it will also free up our
nurses to help address the health needs of
our students rather than spend an inordi-
nate amount of time contact tracing,”

Macon County Schools reported Fri-
day that 75 students were currently under
quarantine with 8 students testing positive
in the district. There were 11 staff quaran-
tined as of Friday, with four staff members
across the district testing positive.

As Dr. Baldwin noted, in-person
learning and keeping children and staff in
schools while decreasing the risk of trans-
mission of COVID-19 is the priority for
these new guidelines.

The new guidance comes as the num-
ber of daily COVID-19 cases in the state
has fallen in recent weeks, as the omicron

variant wave has waned. The number of
people with COVID-19 in the hospital also
has dropped from a pandemic high of over
5,200 two weeks ago to below 3,700 as of
Wednesday, according to DHHS data.

Speaker of the North Carolina House
of Republicans sent a letter to Governor
Cooper on Thursday asking for the state to
change the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services guidelines that the Speaker
claims “have al but compelled local schools
to keep their mask mandates in place.”

The NC toolkit recommends that dis-
tricts in high areas of COVID19 spread
have a universal masking requirement, which
Jackson County Schools recently voted to
continue due to the spread of the current
Omicron variant. Local districts are permit-
ted to decide what is best for their individual
districts, with no state requirements for or
against mask policies.

According to the N.C. School Boatds
Association, as of Feb. 4 most systems re-
quired masks. Twenty-eight, the association
said, were mask optional. Macon County
Schools is among the 28 districts out of
the state’s 115 districts with a mask optional
policy currently. In Western North Carolina,
Cherokee County and Graham County ate
the only other school districts with an op-
tional mask policy.

Following the release of the updated
Toolkit, House Speaker Tim Moore released
a statement saying that the updates did not
do enough. “We must do more to protect
our children from further learning setbacks
and the other consequences of keeping
these (mask) mandates in place.” The state-
ment also says that legislation that gives par-
ents the ability to opt-out of mask require-
ments will soon be advanced in the House.

..FIRE continued from page 1

structure was damaged.

“He received several burns and was
flown to Augusta Burn Center,” Otto Fire
and Rescue reported on Facebook on Sun-
day afternoon. “As of right now he is un-
dergoing surgery which will be the first of
many.”

Macon County Emergency Services
warned on Sunday that burn conditions re-
main dangerous throughout the week with
fuels being very dry and humidity being
very low.

Though people don’t think about it of-
ten, Highlands Fire & Rescue Chief Ryan
Gearhart said anytime fire and rescue de-
partments go out on a call members are at

some level of danger.

“With wild fires in particular it is height-
ened because of the unpredictability of the
fire, wind, and moisture,” he said.

He also echoed Macon County EMS
about conditions.

“Fire conditions are bad right now with
it being so dry on the top and the wind being
up and low humidity. I would advise to blow
all the leaves and debtis away from houses
and try to wait to burn yard debris until we
get some substantial moisture,” he said.

As of Tuesday, Gearhart said neither
the state nor the county has issued a burning
ban, however safety is being stressed.
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.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

claimed to be was actually true. The Lord
was not a purveyor of misinformation,
what he said and did has withstood the test
of time, 2,000+ years of time.

In 1998 a man named ILee Strobel was
the legal editor for the Chicago Tribune and
an unbeliever in God. Around that time,
he undertook an exhaustive, wide-ranging,
thorough investigation of Jesus’ life and
ministry and subsequent claims made about
him. Then, as he relayed in his 1998 book,
A Case for Christ, he was convicted, in a

Hair » Nails » Waxing * Tanning
Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

manner of speaking, that he had hereto-
fore believed a raft of misinformation and
lies about Jesus the Christ. The evidence
proved to be true. He had followed Presi-
dent Regan’s advice and found truth that
everyone could trust in.

In the midst of our days, when truth
seems to be a moving target and often in
doubt, we can rest assured through verifica-
tion and faith, that Jesus is the “real thing,”
the Way the Truth and the Life.

Ch&mm

~ Home Decor
~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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Misinformation:
Temporal &
Eternal

Father Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church
Cashiers

The late President Ronald Reagan had a penchant

for turning a phrase. He was quoting a proverb, un-

derstood to be Russian in its origin, when he said,
“Trust but verify”” The former president made the remark
in the midst of an era when ongoing, bilateral talks between
the Soviet Union and the United States regarding nuclear
disarmament were taking place.

“Trust but verify” would be a great motto for our
times. It seems that around every corner someone claims
to be guarding us from the dreaded “misinformation.”
Facebook has a series of currently running commercials
that describe how they are going to great lengths to protect
their users from misinformation. Most of other media out-
lets have made similar claims about their platforms. Voices
from the current administration in Washington D. C. have
not been shy about expressing their hopes that “the media”
would police the ubiquitous stain of misinformation that
permeates public discourse.

With that in mind and following the sage advice of
President Reagan, should not we take pause to “trust and
verify” those who have been appointed or have named
themselves as atbiters of that which is claimed to be truth
and that which constitutes misinformation? This is a very
important distinction and an immensely powerful posi-
tion, is it not? In our current milieu it seems that ideas or
situations that were long reported as verified and true, i.e.,
the Trump-Russia collusion story, have lately themselves
turned out to be misinformation. Where can we turn for
someone, something to trust?

Pontius Pilate, the first century Roman Governor of
the province of Judea in Israel, asked a critical question for
all of us. During the trial of Jesus the Christ, Pilate asked
the accused, “What is truth?” Perhaps Pilate was the pro-
genitor of today’s guardians of misinformation. The Gov-
ernor’s question came on the heels of a discussion with the
Son of God that was riddled with misinformation brought
forth by Jesus’ accusers. Check out their conversation in the
18th chapter of John’s gospel.

For those of us who have come to believe in Jesus
the Christ as Savior and Lord, we know him also to be
“truth” or, the Truth. To him alone we can turn to unravel
the conundrum of misinformation. In the 14th chapter of
the same gospel, he assured his followers and all who were
to come that he was “the Way, the Truth, and the Life,”
that no one may be saved outside of him. There is no
other path, no alternative truth, and no honest life except
through Jesus.

For anyone to say that he was the “Truth” is a rather
outlandish claim, to be sure. Taking Reagan’s advice how-
ever, we can historically “trust and verify,” by way of the
Holy Scriptures and a ream of other evidence that what he

o See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 17
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John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship
Holy Communion [st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School; 10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.VVed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School;Worship Service 10:45am;
10:45am Children’s Program.Youth-12:15 — 2:30pm Tues:
Women'’s Bible Study |0am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services in the Chapel: 8 am Rite | spoken, 10:30 Rite Il
with Choir; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in the Chapel
Ash Wed. services March 2, 2 pm., & 5 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 + www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship | | a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group |10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC « 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study é6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev.Angie Ballard * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312
Services 2x/month May-Sept.; | x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. | la
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a.Rite 11.9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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Highlands Police entries
from Jan. 10. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or public
officials have been used.

Jan. 10

* At 12:59 p.m,, officers respond-
ed to a 2-vehicle accident on US 64.

Feb. 4

* At 12:59 p.m,, officers respond-
ed to a call about someone removing
a face plate on a burial plot on Me-
morial Drive.

Feb.9

* At 1:57 p.m,, officers received
a report of an utility trailer worth

$1200 being taken from a residence on
Bowery Road.

Feb. 10

* At 10:23 p.m., officers received
a report of someone trespassing at a
residence on Mirror Lake Road.

Feb. 12

* At 12:35 p.m,, officers received a
report of a shoplifting incident at Wits
End where about $500 worth of mer-
chandise was taken.

Feb. 13

* At 4:22 a.m.,, officers responded
to a call of a verbal argument at a resi-
dence on Picklesimer Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Feb. 9

Feb. 9

* At 1:55 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Forest
Trail.

* At 3:16 p.m., the dept. responded
to a brush fire on Myrtle Speed Road.

Feb. 10

* At 8:56 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Pierson
Drive.

* At 10:39 a.m,, the dept. provided
mutual aid to Cashiers on a structure
fire.

* At 1:37 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance to a residence on
Kettle Rock Road.

Feb. 11

* At 1:50 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a brush fire on Myrtle Speed
Road.

Feb. 12

* At 4:43 p.m. the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Main
Street.

Feb. 13

* At 9:30 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Lu-
cerne Drive.

Former Highlands Police Chief and Town of Franklin named in lawsuit

By Brittney Lofthouse

Former Highlands Police Chief Bill
Harrell has been named in a lawsuit along-
side the Town of Franklin filed in Macon
County Superior Court last month. Har-
rell currently serves as the Franklin Po-
lice Chief. The lawsuit was filed by one
of Chief Harrell’s current officers, Randy
Dula.

While Dula’s lawsuit names current
police Chief Bill Harrell and the current
Town of Franklin administration and is
seeking more than $25,000 in damages, the
narcotics position in question was original-
ly discussed and created by former Chief
David Adams and former Town Man-
ager Summer Woodard. Chief Harrell was
sworn in on June 1 and filled the vacant
position by promoting Sgt. Pellicer.

On January 18, Jeffery Warren and
Michelle Liquori, Raleigh-based attorneys,
filed a lawsuit on behalf of Franklin Po-
lice Department Officer Dula and claims
that during his tenure with the department,
Dula has been passed over for several pro-
motions within the department — which
allegedly violates the Town of Franklin’s
Personnel Policy.

The focus of the lawsuit stems from
Dula, who has worked for the department
for the last five years since August 2017.
He was passed up on a promotion which
was instead given to Sgt. Matt Pellicer,
who has worked for the department for 21
years, since March 2001.

The lawsuit alleges that Franklin
Police Department stats show that he is
responsible for 42 percent of the depart-
ment’s total citations, 27 percent of the de-
partment’s total arrests and 65 percent of

all drug charges brought by the department.
Those stats are for charges, not convictions,
however.

In the lawsuit alleges that Dula has been

treated unfairly by the police department.

The lawsuit has been filed by the at-
torneys representing Dula, however the
Raleigh-based law firm has not served Chief
Bill Harrell or the Town of Franklin with the
suit. Since the suit has not been served, the
parties are not able to comment on the mat-
ter at this time.

Specifically focusing on the five years
Dula has been employed, the lawsuit alleges
that Dula has been one of the most “pro-
ductive” officers and is responsible for 30
percent of the department’s total workload.

According to the town’s personnel
policy, “when vacancies occur, the Human
Resources Officer shall publicize these op-
portunities for employment, including ap-
plicable salary information and employment
qualifications.”

In his suit against the Town of Franklin
and Franklin Police Chief Bill Harrell, Dula
claims a newly established narcotics detec-
tive position was not posted or otherwise
advertised to the Franklin Police Depart-
ment as a whole before Sgt. Matthew Pel-
licer was promoted to the position.

According to the law suit, additional
promotional opportunities became available
following the narcotics position, all of which
were awarded to other members of the de-
partment and not Dula — and Dula claims
those positions were also not propetly ad-
vertised. The positions mentioned in the
suit include a new lieutenant position, two
sergeant positions, a K9 position, a Captain
position, and a first sergeant position.

While the lawsuit notes the Town of
Franklin’s hiring policy, it doesn’t address
that the town of Franklin is also an “at-will”
employer. At-will means that an employer
can terminate an employee at any time for
any reason, except an illegal one, or for no
reason without incurring legal liability.

At-will also means that an employer
can change the terms of the employment
relationship with no notice and no conse-
quences. For example, an employer can al-
ter wages, terminate benefits, or reduce paid
time off.

The Town of Franklins personnel
policy also specifically outlines how appoint-
ments should be handled during an applica-
tion process: “Before any commitment is
made to an applicant either internal or ex-
ternal, the Appointing Authority shall make
recommendations to the Human Resoutces
Officer including the position to be filled,

the salary to be paid, and the reasons for
selecting the candidate over other candi-
dates. The Human Resources Officer and
department head shall recommend ap-
proval of appointments and the starting
salary for all applicants to the Appointing
Authority.

After an investigation of the qualifi-
cations of the applicants, the department
head and Human Resources Officer shall
recommend the most qualified candidate
to the Town Manager for appointment.
The department head and/or Human Re-
sources Officer shall document reasons
why the successful candidate was selected,
the classification of the position to be
filled, and the recommended salary. Ap-
pointments of part-time employees may
be filled by department heads with the ap-
proval of the Human Resources Officer.”

smile for Valentine’s Day

=

B brings a

A

The garden club
3| ladies were at it again
4 this time offering a
bit of whimsey for
| Valentine’s Day.
Several times during
the year, they dress
up JB (Jail Bird) who
resides outside the
old jail on Maple
Street.

— Photo by Kim Lewicki
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> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

ne Service
‘Quality Tree Care & Removal
£ 18+ years .

_{%{828 200-9217 © fully insuredj

E . tree
va%‘q l‘nehda

We ,accept aII cr-edlt cm

|1 CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.

e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
¢ Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services®™.

5 new log cabins
estled in the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 « 828-526-2222

Erly Ulfin

LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Massage and Bodywork '*E;,

Have a Drinking Problem?

i

i

We Can Help!

Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous
828-349-4357 (HELP)
www.aawnc80.org

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™. Member FINRA. SIPC.

The Highlands Barbershop

446 Oak Street
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands Automotive

Service % ; NC
s - ~_ Inspection
& L8 Station

Repair

A= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

’ARN PJ= Board Certlfled
+/Mental Health
Positive Wellness

PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE « QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

e Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

CBD HEALS

* 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
*100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

* CBD cream and balm

Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule

Whole Body Vibration
5 Cottage Row « U.S. 64 East

Business Card Ads
$20 per week BW
$25 per week Color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words
20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block
$5 for color graphic
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

RESTAURANT, CASHIERS, NC- Fully fur-
nished, great location. 828 331-7300 (st. 2/3)

HELP WANTED

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT in Highlands,
NC is looking to hire a full time dishwasher for the
upcoming season. Hours are dinner only, Tuesday-
Saturday. Starting pay is $15 per hour. Please call or
text Laura Huerta at 803-617-8484. (st. 2/17)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT Looking
for full-time hostess (great pay) dishwasher, prep
cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque
at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. (st.2/17)

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is looking to
hire a full-time individual to assist in the paint de-
partment. Duties will include mixing paint, assisting
customers with color selections and sundry items,
stocking shelves and daily cleaning. Must be able to
lift 50 pounds. This individual must be dependable,
self-motivated, have great customer service skills
and be willing to learn. We will offer on-the-job
training, so experience is not necessary. For more
information, call Derek Taylor @ 828-200-9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center to fill out an applica-
tion. (Jan 20-Feb 10)

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE
DINING ROOM SUPERVISOR - HMH is seek-
ing a full time shift supervisor to coordinate reserva-
tions and oversee all aspects of service in the front
of the house at TRG.This role will act as Maitre’ D to
the dining room, work service for lunch, dinner and
brunch and be responsible for the proper execution
of each service period.This position will begin as an
hourly position and has the potential to grow into
a salaried position based upon performance. This
candidate should be positive, reliable, hard working,
have a love of people, service and have aspirations to
lead and grow with the company. (st. 12/16)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an
Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking for Med
Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff,. You
may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone
at 828-526-5251 or by email to ce.chestnuthill@ya-
hoo.com or lindabtiff@aol.com.

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER NEEDED
FORLIVE IN POSITION - Prefer a local couple/
individual to entertain and maintain facility while en-
joying living in an exceptional facility. Strong people/
communication skills needed. Must be flexible and
have impeccable references and experience in hos-
pitality/facility maintenance. Background/knowledge

in wine and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowl-
edge in hiking/construction and outdoors is good
also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 2/1 1)

RE for RENT

3BD IBA 1500/mth Five miles from downtown
Highlands 828-200-4312. (e/24)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big garage on 3,14
acres land, water, sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private paved
road, mountain view. (st. 10/7)

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY FOR SALE!
Imagine getting one of the best panoramic views in
Highlands. 10 acres of land backing up to the national
forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft main house with an
available 2 bedroom guest house and a putting green
and horseshoe pit for $990,000! Better hurry before
my wife changes her mind. Please text or ring Paul at
678-516-8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN
-- Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing,
minor plumbing and electric, decks and additions.
Free estimates. Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-4071.
(St. 1/20)

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRICES - Call
me! Private, Personal and Professional caregiver,
companion or sitter.| am available to work with each
clients needs, days and hours.828-507-1692.(st.9/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? | can do it. Call or
text James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (st.9/16)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedi-
cated to my clients. Stop paying agency prices and
call me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

L INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic,
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Back-
splash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experi-
ence. Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured.
Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design &
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 321-
303-7560. (10/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF
& FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing,
debris removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103.
(st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.
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..LSMC continued from page 1

The Tournament kicked off
with the Lady Highlanders win-
ning a solid victory over Nan-
tahala ending with a final 66-16.
Highlands was riding a 21-point
lead by the end of the first quar-
ter and by halftime extended the
lead to 36 points with 41-5 on the
scoreboard.

Highlands takes on Hiwas-
see tonight at 6 p.m. in HD. The
HD ILady Eagles advanced to the
Championship after defeating
Blue Ridge Early College 68-50 in
the first round on Tuesday.

Highlands boys varsity

Highlands boys varsity took
on BREC and won a tough game
with a final 59-47. The Highland-
ers maintained the lead through-
out the game, but the Bobcats
didn’t give up and never strayed
far behind.

BREC trailed by 8 points
at the end of the first quarter, 5
points at halftime, and 7 points at
the end of the third.

Highlands plays Hiwassee
Dam in the Championship game
tonight on HD’s home turf begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

Undefeated
MS girls
lose tough
champ game

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands Middle School
girls basketball team rocked an
undefeated 12-0 season this year
taking them to the championship
game on Feb. 4 against Towns
County on TC’ home turf.

The TIady Highlanders
fought hard and never gave up
but couldn’t clinch the win end-
ing with a final 29-20.

Highlands will be losing sev-
eral 8th-graders next year, includ-
ing Jaylin Raby, Hunter Conner,
Caden Pierson, Heidi Doerter,
Margret Cole, Lillian Rutter, and
Ann Elizabeth Woods.

Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands B Bryson brings the ball down the court and sets the play in mo-  The bus ride to Hiwassee Dam did nothing to diminish the Highlands
tion against Nantahala in the first round of the LSMC Tournament in Hiwas-  High School Cheerleaders’ enthusiasm to support their teams during the
see Dam on Tuesday. Tournament.

Highlands Jeffrey Olvera under pressure from BREC in round | of the

LSMC Tournament.

s Sy} _ s Highlands Harrison Gates shoots a short jumper against BREC on Tues-

Highlands James Earp snags a rebound against BREC. day in Hiwassee Dam.




SILVER EAGLEME®

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

E—

Mountain
House
| &
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

ighlandermountainhouse.com

Available for

- 2022
Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

email
highlandseditor@aol.com

e

Chambers Rcag
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlands is calling

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
o info@highlandsiscalling.com
tps: 2 com/ i iscalli
1teps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

EHERTHLFT 5

wt Allon

TORETHER

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty
Mitzi Rauers, Broker

404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the
home you've always wanted.

Leedoy BB PSR

Reehes

Hardware

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center [

i T

DARLENE CONLEY ___-_J |_KT.E:P:.: =
404.427.2448 i ™
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Top 15% of
Brokers on

Q,

N

.Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

. 1 Licensed in NC and GA ® ©
Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 We are home.

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

PAM NELLIS
BROKER
CELL: B2B-787-1895

PAMELA.MELLISEYAHOO.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

22% MAIN STREET - 283164663




Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

' 295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

1 Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
. m 828.200.6165

Wildcat CHffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

" 828.526.4525
Leading v,

patallenrealtygroup.com

#1 in the Carolinas

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!
Stronger together!

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

("’rn’(‘ II//.-’:'

REALTY (IROS

DAVID

A BOCK

‘g,,, BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

ighlands

Sotheby’s

“INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street
(828) 526.8300

CARL ROMBERG
BROKER-IN-CHARGE

CELL: 478-934-9309
CARLBLANDMARKRG.COM

S LANDMARK

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

215 MAIN STREET - 820-310-4663

It was a privilege
to work with you.

| #1 REAL ESTATE FIRM

ONTHE PLATEAU

$291 MILLION
SALESVOLUME 2021

276
TRANSACTIONS

$1M

AVERAGE SALE PRICE

1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.4104

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

Open
1la-4p &
5:30-til?

Closed
Weds &
Sun night

CLOSED

JAN. 1-FEB. 16
HAPPY NEW
YEAR

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

WE

HIGHLANDS

WHITE ©AK

REALTY GROUP

125 S4TH STREET | HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 | WHITEQAKRG.COM | 828.782.0472

828-526-2338

See you in the
Spring of 2022

@ ...on the Verandah [~
@ Restaurant :
on Lake Sequoyah |

40 Years of Fine Dining

www.ontheverandah.com

M“CULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

| 242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




