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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
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www.mcculleys.com
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Town hires attorney for 2nd opinion 
about PB’s short-term rental take

After the Feb. 1 Town Board 
worksession on short-term rent-
als, the board came away thinking 
it needed another legal view con-

cerning the Planning Board’s rec-
ommended changes to the UDO 
as they apply to STRs. 

At the February 17 Town 

Board meeting, Mayor Pat Tay-
lor suggested hiring Chad Essick, 
a land use attorney with the firm 

Hehn asks town to make 
Town Manager Ward pay 

him for lawyer fees
Before accepting the Febru-

ary Town Board agenda as written 
which was item #3 – Review and 
Approve the Agenda – Commis-
sioner Marc Hehn asked to move 
item #15 – Request for Reim-
bursement for Attorney Fees – to 
executive session.

“It’s a personnel matter and I 
don’t want to embarrass anybody 
so I would like to discuss it in ex-
ecutive session. It’s about person-
nel performance and that’s what I 
want to discuss,” he said.

Mayor Pat Taylor disagreed.
“I think it’s a policy issue that 

can be discussed in open session,” 
he said.

When asked how the board 
wanted to proceed, Commissioner 
Amy Patterson said she first need-
ed to know if  it was an executive 
session issue.

“This is not personnel issue, 
it’s not a contract, it’s not attor-

ney/client privilege so I would 
not be confident to say this would 
be proper for a closed session,” 
said Town Attorney Jay Coward. 

The vote was 4-1 with Com-
missioner Hehn dissenting, to not 
consider #15 in executive session.

When it was time to address 
#15, Mayor Taylor gave Commis-
sioner Hehn the floor.

“Mr. Hehn, I know you 
didn’t want to address this in pub-
lic but if  you would like to make 
a comment you may at this time,” 
he said.

“Mr. Mayor it’s important 
that we look forward and not look 
backward, but there is a long his-
tory of  me asking for documents. 
I ask politely and I either get them 
the night before or I write a let-
ter and hire a lawyer who writes to 
threaten to sue Josh [Town Man-
ager] personally. This has got to 

Board puts 
Hehn’s 

document 
requests to 

bed
At the February Town Board 

meeting, the Board of  Commis-
sioners again considered two 
items regarding document re-
quests Commissioner Marc Hehn 
has made of  the town.

His requests involved copies 
of  the red-line version of  the Ho-
twire contract and the expedition 
of  printed copies of  the Town 
Board agenda packets.

Red-line Documents
The term “redlining” com-

monly refers to the editing and 
negotiation process during docu-
ment and business contract man-
agement, where contributors 
mark text and track changes col-
laboratively.

At last month’s meeting, 

Highlands girls varsity basketball team won the Little Smoky Mountain Con-
ference tournament championship against Hiwassee Dam with a final of 55-
32 on Feb. 17.  They went on to the first-round of the NCHSAA playoffs.
   – Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands varsity girls bas-
ketball team took the win against 
Hiwassee Dam at home on Tues-
day in the first round of  the North 

Carolina High School Athletic As-
sociation (NCHSAA) basketball 
playoffs with a final of  66-43.

Highlands plays Avery Coun-
ty tonight at home in the second 

Highlands girls are LSMC 
champs; win 1st round of 

NCHSAA playoffs
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This afternoon the pub-
lic hearing concerning 
the Highlands Planning 

Board STR recommendations 
will begin at 5 p.m. at the High-
lands Community Building. A 
signup list will be at the door for 
folks wishing to speak. Speaking 
requests can also be emailed to 
our town clerk at: Gibby.sha-
heen@highlandsnc.org. 

Instead of  speaking, folks 
can send comments to the 
above email address. All written 
statements must be labeled as a statement 
for the hearing and post the name of  the 
writer. Commissioners will have access to 
written statements after the hearing.

I request the written statements to be 
no more than 500 words. Hearing speakers 
will have 3 minutes to make their remarks to 
the board. Speakers can also submit written 
statements also.

I hope that speakers will focus on the 
planning board recommendations. These 
recommendations are the central purpose 
of  the hearings. Also, this meeting is a lis-
tening session for the Highlands Board of  
Commissioners. There will be no final ac-

tions taken by the board during 
or at the end of  the hearing.

The hearing will be avail-
able for remote viewing through 
YouTube TV. At the last board 
meeting there were problems 
with the audio of  the YouTube 
broadcast. A microphone used 
for the broadcast had a mechan-
ical defect. I have directed staff  
to make sure this problem has 
been corrected and will not hap-
pen again.

Information on how to 
access the hearing remotely is on the town 
website. The planning board recommenda-
tions and guidelines for the hearing are also 
located on the site.

Plans are being made for the Town of  
Highlands Annual Retreat. Normally we 
conclude the retreat around 3 pm. I think 
this coming retreat will go into the late af-
ternoon. 

During the retreat I, along with the 
commissioners, will share views on what the 
town should focus upon as we develop the 
new budget. I have two strategies that I be-
lieve staff  and commissioners should follow 
in budget prioritization and development.

First, the town should seek ARPA funds 
to do several major water and sewer projects. 
At the last board meeting two resolutions 
were passed to apply for grants through the 
American Rescue Plan. If  the town receives 
part or all of  the multimillion-dollar funding 
for these projects, other town funds would 
be freed up to address impending water and 
sewer projects that were identified in the 
2019 Water Assessment Management and 
Master Plans.

Second, Highlands currently has strong 
reserves in the general and enterprise funds. 
We have been in this robust reserve posi-
tion in years past. Like in the past, this year’s 
budget should generously use reserves to 
address major projects and town improve-
ments. For instance, we need to continue to 
invest in road paving projects like we have in 
the last several years. There are also projects 
in stormwater management, recreation and 
in developing a smart cities grid that should 
receive full consideration. We also must con-
tinue to competitively compensate employ-
ees in order to recruit and retain a strong 
town workforce.

About tonight’s public hearing and more

Thu, 24-Feb Fri, 25-Feb Sat, 26-Feb Sun, 27-Feb 

LJ 61 °F LJ 63°F LJ 48° F LJ 48°F 

I/I 49°F I/I 38°F I/I 35° F I/I/I 22°F 

Rain and a Rain A passing 
morning shower thunderstorm 

Cooler with a 
few showers 

Real Feel® Real Feel® Real Feel® 
High: 61 ° Low: 51 High: 63' Low: 47 

RealFeel® 
High: 49° Low: 40' High: 45 Low: 31 



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 24, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 3

Vintners Paula Kornell, Ellie Anest, Brett Weis 
& Chef Kristen Essig

Wine Pairing 
Extravaganza

AT THE FARM

Sunday, March 27, 2022
$185 per personBook Online

OldEdwardsInn.com Highlands, NC
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Sandwiches
(Gluten Free Bread Add $3) 

The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant.   $10 

(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll.   $12 

Raw & Flawless – Sautéed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana 
peppers, and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it's always 
delicious!)   $14   

The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked 
provolone, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette.  $13 

The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone 
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll.  $13 

The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on 
ciabatta.  $12 

The Hudson – Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana 
peppers, black olives, DJs pickles).  $13

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule 
@thesecretgarden_market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

OPEN Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 6p

•Letters• 

•obituary• 

Michael Eugene Dendy, 64, of  Highlands, went 
home to be with Jesus on Wednesday, February 16, 2022, 
after a courageous battle with pancreatic cancer.

Born in Grundy, VA, he was the son of  Ruth Mc-
Call Dendy and the late Rev. Alton Dendy. Mike was a 
true “Man of  Faith,”and a member of  the Highlands First 
Baptist Church, and Trustee of  Mt. Moriah Cemetery. He 
was a gifted rock mason and he loved working with his 
Christmas trees. Mike enjoyed collecting cowboy boots, 
cowboy hats, and music.

He is survived by his mother, Ruth McCall Dendy of  
Goldmine; son, Kelly and wife Cynthia of  Clayton, GA; 
and two sisters, Darlene Dendy Miller (Bob) of  Cary, NC, 
and Lisa Rhodarmer (Derek) of  Waynesville, NC. Also 
surviving are his three grandchildren, who he adored, 
Trinity, Aiden, and Blaine, close friend, Jay Dendy, and 
numerous other family members and friends.

Graveside service was Sunday, February 20, at Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery. Rev. Steve Reeves will officiated.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials can be made to the Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery fund.

The family would like to thank all of  Mike’s friends, 
family, and caregivers, who gave him the best care 
throughout his illness.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfu-
neralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Michael Eugene Dendy

Dear Editor,
I would like to applaud Alice Nelson’s letter last week 

titled “Artificial Stimulation.”
Its content speaks to the essence of  what Highlands 

has become, a “Destination Extravaganza of  Events.” 
This so-called “special moments music in the woods” 

is the latest disruption to what was Highlands. What hap-
pened to the pure appreciation of  Mother Nature’s trea-
sures — birds, wildlife, forests, and jaw-dropping sunsets 
and sunrises. Are they passe? Do they not rejuvenate the 

Make it ‘Destination Nature’

The Secret Garden is 500 
feet from the ice-skating rink 
on Oak St. and right behind 

Kelsey-Hutchinson Park
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Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, 
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond 

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER 

Mobile # (828) 371-0730

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE 
Mobile # (404) 218-9123

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

HIGHLANDS  |  $3,600,000  |  MLS# TBD
On a clear day you can see forever from this fabulous custom stone 
home! Built by John Lupoli, one of the premier builders on the pla-
teau, panoramic views are visible from almost all rooms. The main 
floor has an inviting foyer adjacent to a room that could be used as 
either a den or music room. The wood paneled living room boasts a 
wall of bookcases and a stone fireplace. A large kitchen with an 
oversized island will thrill any cook, and right off the kitchen is a 
covered, screened porch with electronic panels allowing for year 
round usage. The upstairs is home to a stylish owner’s suite plus an 
office, a lovely sitting room, and an ensuite guest bedroom. The ter-
race level has high ceilings, multiple windows that let in lots of light, 
and three guest suites. A family room with stone fireplace, workout 
nook, and kitchenette is the perfect place for game day fun. Lo-
cated at the top of Old Edwards Club with a circular driveway, this 
beautiful home has plenty of space for all to enjoy. Offered with 
additional lot for view protection.

5
BR

5
BA

1
HBA
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•HigHLanDs Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

DINNER ONLY

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 6 days
Closed Wednesdays

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

(Closed Sunday night)

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

See you in 
the Spring 

of 2022!

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Mon-Sun. 4:30-10p
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cul to order 
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners 

Fresh produce, specially foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Wednesday-Friday 9:30-5:30 

Saturday 9:30-4:00

Closed Sunday-Tuesday
Preparing all of the good thngs on those days! 

493 Dillard Road 
828-526-2762

Celebrating 28 years
American Cuisine with a 

Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
www.wolfgangs.net

Open 
Wednesday-Sunday

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

Re-opening for  
our 33rd Season

March 10
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• See LETTERS page 8

Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

B re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a y
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square •• 137 Main St, Highlands
828-482-7020828-482-7020

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads, 
bakery items, SECRET daily specials, and 

Soup of the Day. All the food is freshly made and 
ready for pick up. 

WINTER HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 6p

(See menu on page 4)
Modern Fast Food

& 
Courtyard Market

See you in April 2022!

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection 

and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Dinner: from 5:30p
Wed-Sat 

Lunch: 11:30a - 2p 
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch
10a - 2p

Wednesdays
Burger Special
Thursdays

Rib-eye Special

•HigHLanDs Dining• ...LETTERS from page 4

Silly Ridge at Sunday Bluegrass Brunch • Mar 13, 27
& at Thursday Night Bluegrass 7-9pm • Mar 10, 24

soul? Give peace to us in such unprecedented turbulent 
times? Why manufacture an unnatural event to entice peo-
ple to experience nature? 

I have been a part-time resident of  the Highlands 
Plateau for 18 years, and have seen drastic changes in 
Highlands. Its identity or image is in question today. Will 
it hold to its roots, its respect for nature, its ability to co-
exist and live in harmony with the beauty of  the surround-
ings? A place to seek peace and quiet, a refuge from the 
fast pace of  city life? Or is it on the path toward a tourist 
town with endless attractions — something akin to Dis-
ney World or Pigeon Forge? As wonderful as those places 
may be, I don’t think Highlands needs to emulate them. 

Lastly, perhaps what is needed now is a “Chamber of  
Nature” — an organization that protects and promotes 
the appreciation of  the natural beauty of  the Highlands 
Plateau. Enjoy nature’s music!

Joe Nuzzaco 
Atlanta/Highlands 

The Secret Garden is 500 feet from the ice-skating rink on Oak 
St. and right behind Kelsey-Hutchinson Park
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Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $185

Overnight Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary 
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s

$20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns

This promotion is limited to one guestroom per night.

For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove 

Now Booking Local Specials
Through March 2022 | Sunday - Thursday

Yard Art 
Open for outside pickup & 

delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Dear Editor
Thank you for publishing the feel-

ings of  citizens of  Highlands. I realize that 
those of  us who live in these mountains 
full time are in love with it just the way it 

Comment on Bear Shadow
is. When we are bombarded by those who 
only USE Highlands for the sake of  money 
it brings on a feeling of  despair. 

Why would a crowd of  people want 
to play music on a quiet trail inhabited by 

birds, squirrels, perhaps bears just out of  
hibernation and people trying to enjoy an 
afternoon of  peace on their own porches? 

Regular hikers really enjoy the kind of  
nature provided by the Brushy Face and 
Sunset Rock Trail. Are those hikers going 
to be displaced? I find myself  wondering 
about privacy and parking issues aside from 
noise. 

The letter from Alice Nelson pub-
lished in last week’s paper says it al l— and 
quite eloquently, I just happen to agree 
with her for good reason. I do hope the 
hikers have a wonderful afternoon and the 
music goes to Winfield. 

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Town Attorney Jay Coward said the red-line 
version of  contract negotiations aren’t pub-
lic documents because they aren’t the final 
version of  the contract. 

According to Coward, these are transi-
tory documents. In regard to the Hotwire 
contract, Coward said he has not retained 
them. 

However, Commissioner Hehn was not 
satisfied.

“Jay, you said the red-line version is not 
a public document, I don’t dispute that. But 
you got the email that says the town com-
missioners have the right to ask the Town 
Board to ask the Town Manager to share the 
red-line version,” said Commissioner Hehn. 
“So, I make the motion that the board ask 
the Town Manager to see if  he can find, 
through the attorneys in Washington or at-
torneys in Raleigh or on the server, the red-
line version of  the contract. All I’m trying 
to do is get prepared for our March meeting 
because I foresee another problem on the 
horizon, and I want to be prepared.”

For clarification, Commissioner Amy 
Patterson asked for verification concerning 
the contract with Hotwire. 

“We’ve already signed the contract with 
Hotwire, and it was not the red-lined ver-
sion, right?” she asked.

Mayor Pat Taylor said “yes.”
“Those are transient documents – 

drafts -- and they do not have to retained 
and we don’t retain them, and we don’t even 
know if  the lawyers retained them,” he said.

But Commissioner Hehn persisted.
“I have the right to ask for them,” he 

said. “The red-line version is the negotiation 
between the lawyers. And I am trying to see 
what the conversation was because there are 
some things in the contract that I have ques-
tions about.”

There wasn’t a second to Hehn’s mo-
tion to request Town Manager Josh Ward to 
track down the red-line version of  the Hot-
wire negotiations which usually means a mo-
tion dies for lack of  a second. 

However, Mayor Taylor said the rules 
of  North Carolina still allow a vote without 
a second if  the board of  commissioners is 
inclined to do so. So, he called the question 
anyway and the vote was 4-1 to not make 
that request of  the Town Manager.

“So that’s a no,” said Taylor.
Printing Documents for Hehn
More than a decade ago, the town went 

to paperless electronic communications, 
particularly for Town Board Agenda pack-
ets which can be more than 300 pages.

To that end, the town purchases IPads 
for commissioners. The mayor reiterated 
that position at the January meeting in an 
effort to stop the need for copies to be 
printed for Commissioner Hehn.

Commissoner Hehn said he had health 
issues that prevented him from comfort-
ably reading an IPad so he requested that 
the agenda packet continue to be printed 
out for him. In January, the board voted 
unanimously to make that accommodation 
for him.

However, prior to the February meet-
ing, Hehn complained that the other com-
missioners got the agenda packet many days 
before the upcoming meeting whereas he 
gets the printed copy a few days before.

At the end of  February’s meeting, the 
mayor offered a solution to Hehn getting 
the printed copy of  the agenda at the same 
time as those who receive it electronically. 
He said his suggestion would alleviate the 
disconnect administration has right now of  
printing the packet at the office and Hehn 
having to come get it.

“The board is willing to make accom-
modations for you for printed documents 
and I am not trying to stop that, but we 
need to look at things creatively,” he said. 
“My proposal is that the town purchase 
an Epson Eco printer for $600 for high-
volume printing where you can print thou-
sands of  color copies. Included would be a 
ream of  paper, or a box of  paper. We could 

...REQUESTS continued from page 1
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132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828,200,3050 
bobhenritze@gmail,com • www,firewoodcompany,net

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Poyner Spruill out of  Charlotte, 
NC.

Mayor Taylor said the scope 
of  work will be limited, not inclu-
sive and it does not include any 
pending litigation.

“He will look at the recom-
mendations from the Planning 
Board and will look at our ordi-
nances and will provide a sec-
ond opinion [to that of  Attorney 
Craig Justus].” 

Town Attorney Jay Coward 
said he thought eliciting a second 
opinion regarding STRs was a 
good idea and Poyner Spruill is a 
great old firm.

“This is a very complicat-
ed situation and there are lots 
of  views on it and if  the board 
chooses to make a decision at 
least they have as much informa-
tion as it possibly can. This guy 
is very qualified to give a second 
opinion. I am sure he is going to 
look at everything that has come 
up since last fall, [August 24 when 
the board voted, at Coward’s sug-
gestion to disallow STRs in the 
R1 zone effective Jan. 3], not just 
grandfathering. He is going to 
zero in on some specific things, 
but he is going to look at all of  
it – not the entire UDO – just in 
regard to STRs,” he said.

Mayor Taylor said once the 
Thursday, Feb. 24 public hearing 
is completed and the board starts 
looking at the final issues, Essick’s 
opinion will be there.

Commissioner Marc Hehn 
suggested the town had already 
spent close to $50,000 in attorney 
fees, though neither Coward nor 
the board confirmed that, and the 
town didn’t need another opinion.

“We have Jay’s opinion, we 
have Craig Justus’s opinion, and 
we have the opinion of  Rebecca 
Padgett from the School of  Gov-
ernment,” he said.

But Commissioner Amy Pat-
terson, who was part of  the initial 
working group formed to con-
sider STRs said she has a lot of  
questions yet to be answered and 
so wanted another opinion.

“During the working group 
that Brian [Commissioner 
Stiehler] and I were on with Jay, 
Craig, and Josh [Town Manager 

Ward], we had a lot of  questions, 
and we weren’t totally satisfied 
with Justus’s answers. Having done 
a little research of  my own, I am 
less satisfied with his answers. I am 
not a land use lawyer, so I am not 
going to make recommendations, 
but I think it is legitimate to ask 
someone else for a second opin-
ion. 

“Mr. Justus was very up front 
with us telling us he was a private 
property rights guy, and we know 
that having dealt with him over 
the years on the other side. For 
instance, we brought up amorti-
zation and he completely ignored 
that yet it’s a very legitimate thing 
to do, also nonconforming uses 
as opposed to vested rights is a 
very legitimate thing to do. I think 
we need a second opinion about 
what’s best for Highlands and what 
direction we need to go.

“This guy will look at our 
needs specifically, unlike the 
School of  Government woman 
who has not looked at us specifi-
cally. So, I would make a motion 
for him to look at the proposed 
changes – maybe not to say yay or 
nay – but to give us other sugges-
tions and allow us to try to figure 
out what is best for Highlands and 
which direction to go,” she said.

Commissioner Brian Stiehler 
agreed.

“Absolutely. I think I have 
more questions now than when 
we started. I can’t – in good faith 
for the constituents of  Highlands 
– make a decision. I need more in-
formation,” he said. 

Attorney Coward said Essick 
is a good candidate for a second 
opinion because he understands 
Attorney Justus’s opinion.

“He understands Craig Jus-
tus’s point of  view. He knows 
him and has talked to him. So, I 
think he will give us a good opin-
ion not only about the issues but 
also about Craig Justus’s position. 
Which is certainly what you are 
doing by requesting a second opin-
ion,” he said.

Mayor Taylor said regardless 
of  the decision the board makes 
concerning STRs, it needs a sec-
ond opinion that is grounded in 
legal analysis.

Commissioner Hehn said that 
is exactly why he asked for an at-
torney who is an expert in land use.

“I questioned Jay’s initial 
opinion. I have a degree in Plan-
ning, and I have to agree with Mr. 
Justus,” he said.

The board voted 4-1 to hire 
Chad Essick with Poyner Spruill 
to review and provide advice con-
cerning the town’s regulation of  
STRs and certain amendments to 
the UDO that the town is consid-
ering regarding STRs. 

Commissioner Hehn voted 
“nay.”

According to their letter re-
garding “engagement of  legal ser-
vices,” Poyner Spruill’s attorney 
fees range from $250 to $500 an 
hour. Their paralegal fees range 
from $185 to $250 an hour. 

However, the three attorneys 
likely to be involved – Chad Essick, 
Bob Hagemann and Sam Morris – 
charge a discounted hourly fee for 
governments of  $395, $395 and 
$275, respectively.

– Kim Lewicki
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VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 

producing office on the Plateau 2020

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning   
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.• 

Carl Romberg, BIC
Landmark Realty Group

Highlands office
 678-936-9309

Things that Buyers and Sellers Should Prepare for in 2022

The real estate market on the Plateau 
continues to evolve and brokers, 
buyers and sellers are having to 

adapt. Here are some items that will im-
pact business in 2022 to be aware of:

• Continued low inventory, high de-

mand and multiple offers. This will contin-
ue to keep prices for good properties high. 
Buyers must be pre-approved if  they are 
getting a loan or have a statement of  funds 
availability if  paying in cash. Sight unseen 
offers won’t be accepted and buyers must 

be ready to come see in per-
son. Many properties are now 
advertised as offers accepted 
until a certain date, usually less 
than a week of  becoming ac-
tive.

• Creative offers from 
buyers offering flexibility on 
the closing date and the seller’s 
possession, as well as increased 
due diligence fees and amounts 
of  earnest money. We are see-
ing large sums of  additional 
earnest money due at the time 
due diligence ends, which is 
then non-refundable.

• Some of  the “covid buy-
ers” are deciding to sell in or-
der to take advantage of  big 
gains in a short period of  time. Some of  
the sellers are getting greedy, and if  so, the 
property doesn’t go under contract imme-
diately. Buyers will see what the property 
sold for within the past 12-24 months and 
are reluctant to pay the premium in fear 
that they won’t get their investment back. 
It can be difficult to justify to a buyer why 
a property is worth several hundreds of  
thousands more than the property sold for 
last year when there have not been any im-
provements to it.

• Properties that are dated usually do 
not receive multiple offers and won’t re-
ceive top dollar. Making obvious repairs 
and updating some features can well be 
worth the expense. However, buyers can 
easily tell when you put “lipstick on a pig.”

• Investor opportunities will be lim-
ited to the properties described above or 
to rental and commercial properties. The 
uncertain future of  rentals within the town 
limits has held some investors back from 
purchasing, but there are many areas that 
are not under any restrictions. We are start-
ing to see these properties sell based on the 
income or return produced which is usually 
above the comparison market value. It will 
be interesting to see if  there are listings of  
homes that are currently rentals after final 
decisions have been made by the town.

• Appraisals continue to take a longer 

time to be completed and 
are leading to a shorter due 
diligence period regarding 
inspections and an extended 
period regarding the appraisal 
or final loan approval. Lend-
ers are now offering a close 
and refinance package where 
the buyer closes with cash but 
can refinance within a certain 
number of  weeks of  purchas-
ing. Prior to the current mar-
ket this was not allowed.

• Many buyers are be-
coming increasingly frus-
trated. Some do not respond 
quick enough, some make 
multiple offers but are unsuc-

cessful and some have been priced out of  
the market. At some point they will decide 
to rent, stay at a hotel or look in a differ-
ent location.

• Office Exclusive listings are becom-
ing more common. Many firms push this 
on a seller so that they are able to have 
listings to show their firm’s buyers and 
ultimately have both sides of  the transac-
tion. This usually won’t result in multiple 
offers and a sales price above the asking 
price, but sometimes works well for sellers 
due to extenuating circumstances. Talking 
with multiple firms before listing will help 
determine the best course of  action for 
each seller.

These are all personal observations 
of  what has already transpired or is be-
ginning to. The market is extremely low 
on good listings and it isn’t quite evident 
if  this spring/summer season will return 
to a market prior to Covid or if  we will 
continue on this strange trajectory that we 
have been in. At any rate, there are still 
properties for buyers and we are in need 
of  listings. Using a knowledgeable profes-
sional broker will help guide you through 
the changes.

• Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-
Charge of  Landmark Realty Group’s 
Highlands Office. Stop by his office on 
Main Street to say hello or reach him at 
678-936-9309 or carl@landmarkrg.com. 
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highlandssothebysrealty.com

#1

Cullasaja Office
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive 
Highlands, NC
(828) 526.4104

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526.8300

For twenty-two years, Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty built the area’s most successful company on the 
Highlands/Cashiers Plateau based on the character of their brokers and the support of their satisfied client base. 
Year after year, Highlands Sotheby’s continues to make history on the local MLS. 2021 sales shattered records with 
over $291 million dollars in property closings. When choosing a real estate company, ask to see the rankings that 
prove what company provides the best marketing, exposure and talent to successfully represent you. Based on the 
facts, you will see that there is only one company that continually produces exceptional results: Highlands 
Sotheby’s International Realty. Call us today to achieve your real estate goals!

#1 REAL ESTATE 
FIRM

on the Plateau

$291 
MILLION

Total Sales 
Volume

277
Transactions

#1 in SALES
Cullasaja 

Club

#1 in SALES
Highlands 
Country 

Club

$1 MILLION
Average Sales 

Price

Current Listing
58 Sagee Woods Drive
5 Bedrooms | 4.5 Bathrooms
MLS# 97858 | $3,350,000

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS and County Recordings.
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Satulah Road
In-Town Highlands
$3.4M

Big Sheepcliff
Cashiers
$2.8M

StillPoint Lane
Lake Glenville
$5.7M

Cullasaja Club Drive
Cullasaja Club
$3.45M

Are you on my list?
Jody Lovell closed over $139M, per 
the HCMLS and county recordings, 
representing over 77 happy clients in 2021.

More of Jody’s listings sold than any other 
broker on the HCMLS. Let her market, 
negotiate and close your property in 2022.

Jody Lovell
#1 Broker in N.C. per Real Trends
Broker/Owner
Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty 
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | 114 N. 4th Street 
Highlands, NC
c (828) 226.6303 | o (828) 526.4104

A selection of  2021 Significant Sales. 

highlandssothebysrealty.com
Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS and County Recordings.
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• See EVENTS page 16

•HigHLanDs area eVents•
Ice Rink Schedule thru 

Sunday, March 6
• Thursdays 1-8pm, Fri-

days and Saturdays 1-10pm and 
Sundays 1-5pm,.Cost is $5 per 
skater.

Rec Pool Schedule:
• Lap Swim Monday-Friday 

6am-10am, Monday and Thurs-
day 11:15am-7pm and Tues-
day and Wednesday 11:15am-
3:30pm 6 lanes AND 3:30-7 
(shared Pool) and Saturday 10-
11am 6 lanes. Adult Swim Mon-
day-Thursday 11:15am-7pm.

Call ahead for Public Swim 
Weekend schedule due to staff 
shortages. 828-526-1595.

• Tickets for Bear Shadow 
Music Festival are on sale now. 
For more information, visit 
https://bearshadownc.com/in-
formation/.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at 

the Presbyterian Church in 
Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm. 
No registration required – just 

Macon County Youth 
Soccer Registration is un-
derway for ages 5-15 year 
olds. 

Last day to register is Fri-
day, Feb. 25. Practice will be-
gin in mid-march and games 
will start April 2nd. Register 
online at maconsoccer.net

Franklin Little League 
Baseball registration is un-
derway for ages 4-14 year 
old. Registration Open Now 
through March 7, 2022. Reg-
ister online at www.fllbase-
ball.com.

Franklin Little League 
Softball registration is un-
derway for ages 4-14 year 
old. Registration Open Now 
through March 7, 2022. Reg-
ister online at www.franklin-
littleleaguesoftball.com .

Spring 
Sports 

Registration 

Procedures for the 
February 24 Public Hearing

at 5 p.m.
Highlands Community Building

The following protocols for the February 24 public hearing are 
intended to provide an orderly process for soliciting public feed-
back concerning the Highlands Planning Board’s recommendations 
concerning changes to the town ordinances related to short-term 
rentals. The mayor will preside over the hearing and will adhere to 
the following procedures.

1. Speakers will be encouraged to respond to the recommenda-
tions of  the planning board and limit personal experiences.

2. People wishing to speak at the hearing must sign up as they 
enter the Community Building. 

3. A town staff  member will be at the Community Building at 
4:30 p.m. to begin developing the list of  speakers. 

4. Email requests to speak can be made by emailing gibby.sha-
heen@highlandsnc.org

5. The mayor will call on speakers in the order the appeared 
on the list.

6. Each speaker will be allowed 3 minutes to make a statement. 
Given that time frame, there will be approximately 20 speakers per 
hour.

7. A time-keeper will maintain a clock and will notify a speaker 
when their time has ended.

8. Speakers who have signed up can yield or defer their time to 
a group representative speaker. The designated group representa-
tive speaker will have to identify the group he or she represents. The 
designated group speaker will have 15 minutes to speak.

9. The public hearing will begin at 5 pm. The speakers list will 
be closed at 5:30 p.m.

10. For those people not able to attend the hearing, the town 
will accept written statements that are no longer than 500 words. 
These statements will become a part of  the hearing record. 

11. People making an oral statement can also submit a written 
statement.

12. Written statements will be accepted for 24 hours after the 
hearing concludes and entered into the record. 

13. Statements can also be submitted prior to the hearing. All 
hearing statements should have a heading at the top identifying it 
as a statement for the February 24. 2022, Highlands Town Board 
Public Hearing. The statement should also identify the writer and 
their mailing and or email address. 

14. Anonymous statements will not be accepted. 
15. The town clerk will receive and process all written state-

ments. Board members will be given a copy of  all written state-
ments.

16. Statements can be a printed copy or can be emailed to gib-
by.shaheen@highlandsnc.org

17. Oral statements will be recorded and will become a part of  
the hearing record, as will written comments.

18. The Town Board of  Commissioners will take no final ac-
tion on amending ordinances at this hearing. 

19. Barring any unanticipated technical problems, the hearing 
will be broadcasted on Youtube.

show up and participate.Ques-
tions? Visit www.maconncliter-
acy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded 
in the 1800s that provides grants 
and loans to women who want 
to return to school or further 
their education and have a finan-
cial need, meets at 10 a,m, If inter-
ested, please call president Paula 
McDonald at 706-372-3004 for 
meeting places.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10:15-11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with 

Crystal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A 
full body workout that engages 
every muscle in the body. 

• New Mobility Class with 
Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednes-
day 6:45-7:45. For more informa-
tion, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, & Thurs,
• Drive-thru flu clinics at the 

Public Health Center at 1830 
Lakeside Dr. in Franklin from 1–4 
pm $36 for the regular dose and 
the $73 for the high dose (rec-
ommended for those 65+). Insur-
ances will be filed; please bring 
your insurance card with you. 
Questions? Call 828.349.2081.

Mon, Wed, Thurs
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle 

Ball 10:30 am-1 pm.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, 
The class is led by Cathy Hodg-
son. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9 am.

Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and 

Stretch with Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay 

Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Mi-

chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-

tion class with many different 
types of exercise.

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

First Wednesdays
• Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-

tal is featuring “Walk-in Wednes-
days” Hiring Event. Interviewing 
for RNs, CNAs, Allied Health 
Professionals and Support Servic-
es Professionals, 1-3:30 pm. 190 
Hospital Drive, front entrance. 
On the spot offers, Sign-on bo-
nuses offered for select positions, 
Bring updated resume. Casual 
wear. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix of 
martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout.

• Free Covid vaccination 
clinics – 9 am to 5pm at the Rec 
Park. (Closed for a half-hour 
lunch break) Location subject 
to change. please check https://
myspot.nc.gov/ for the latest lo-
cation information. Walk-ins are 
accepted, however we encour-
age residents to pre-register 
and schedule an appointment at 
https://myoptumserve.com/cov-
id19 or by calling (877) 505-6723 
if you do not have internet. 

3rd Thursdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets on the 3rd Saturday 
of every month at the First 
Methodist Church at 315 Main 
Street in their Community Room/ 
909 Chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9AM and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10AM We invite ALL 
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660 

Fri.-Mon., Feb. 18-21
• Great Backyard Bird Count 

from 9 to 10 am Participants will 
meet at the North Campus of 
the Highlands Biological Station 
(111 Lower Lake Road) for 
an introduction to the Great 
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• See FEES page 17

Backyard Bird Count before 
taking a walk around the campus 
to find our feathered friends. 
On Saturday, guest leaders from 
the Highlands Plateau Audubon 
Society will take part in the 
count as well. These walks are 
weather dependent and masks 
are encouraged. Binoculars will 
be available if you need them. 
Register for one or both strolls 
at highlandsbiological.org. 

Sat., Feb. 19
• Birding Bonanza from 1-4 

p.m. at the Nature Center. Join 
us for a bonfire, hot drinks, a 
scavenger hunt, & bird-themed 
fun for all as we celebrate the 
25th annual Great Backyard 
Bird Count. 

Mon. Feb. 21
• Jackson County Republican 

Party Meeting Monday at 6 PM at 
the Cashier Recreation Center 
located at 355 Frank Allen Road 
in Cashiers. 

Thurs., Feb. 24
•STR public hearing at the 

Community Building at 5 p.m. 
See page 15 for details.

• At the Highlander Moun-

tain House & The Ruffed Grouse 
Tavern, an evening of song with 
Andrew Combs at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $25. For more information 
call 828-526-2590.

Fri., Feb. 25
• Comedian James Gregory 

at PAC at 7:30 p.m. For ticket in-
formation go to www.Highland-
sPerformingArts.com

Sat., Feb. 26
• At PAC Live from the Met, 

Tony Award - Rigoletto with 
winning director Bartlett Sher 
creates a bold new take on Verdi’s 
timeless tragedy, resetting the 
opera’s action in 1920s Europe, 
with Art Deco sets by Michael 
Yeargan and elegant costumes by 
Catherine Zuber. At 7:30 p.m. For 
ticket information go to www.
HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Sun., Feb 27
• Chefs Dinner at the 

Farm with Hugh Acheson & 
Christopher Hathcock. Book 
online at OldEdwardsHospitality.
com/AchesonandHathcock

Thurs. March 10
•  Winter stories will be 

held at the High Dive from 2-4 

, a casual gathering of story 
swapping. Come, Tell, Listen.

Tues. March 15
•  H i g h l a n d s  S c h o o l 

Kindergarten Registration is on. 
Children who reach the age of 
5 on or before August 31, 2022 
are eligible for admission into the 
Class of 2035 Call 828-526-2147 
for more information.

Thurs. April 14

...EVENTS continued from page 15

...REQUESTS continued from page 8
provide this for you and then you 
can have that set up at your office 
at your home so when you do get 
the electronic version emailed you 
can automatically print those doc-
uments. You can print them right 
then and there.” 

Mayor Taylor asked Hehn if  
he would be willing to accept that 
offer. But Hehn said no.

“We have a good system now. 
Print it and I will pick it up,” he 

said. “But actually, some of  the 
type is so small I was going to talk 
to Josh about that and you have to 
comply with the law.”

Mayor Taylor said the board 
was complying with the law and 
was offering a reasonable accom-
modation to Hehn. 

Attorney Coward agreed. 
“That is a reasonable accommoda-
tion,” he said.

The board agreed in theory, 

but Commissioner John Dotson 
said he would like to do more re-
search on a printer. 

“I am for this, but $600 is a 
huge price for a printer,” he said.

The motion passed 4-1, with 
Hehn dissenting, to move forward 
with purchasing Commissioner 
Hehn a printer after researching 
for a less expensive one.

– Kim Lewicki 

stop. but I predicted problems we 
were going to have and if  I can’t be 
prepared, if  I can’t get the docu-
ments everyone else has seen be-
fore I got here, I can’t do my job. 
I am just asking that Josh be asked 
to comply with the NC Public Re-
cords Act. That’s all I am asking,” 
said Hehn. 

In a letter written to Ward, 
Hehn said: “On three occasions I 
have requested public documents 
that you refused to provide until I 
had a lawyer present a demand let-
ter. Enclosed please find invoices 
totaling $1,500. Please forward 
your personal check to reimburse 
me for these expenses. I would 
like to resolve this matter with-
out embarrassment to the Town 
or any employee. My hope is that 
I will not be forced to incur such 
expenses going forward. If  you 
choose to reimburse me, I request 
you place this on our February 
agenda.”

Hehn went on to say his wife 
was an elementary school coun-
selor and there have to be conse-
quences if  you aren’t going to do 
what you are supposed to do.

“So, I have asked him person-

...FEES continued from page 1

•  Winter stories will be 
held at the High Dive from 2-4 , 
a casual gathering of story swap-
ping. Come, Tell, Listen.

April 29-May 1
• Bear Shadow Music Festival. 

For tickeets go to bearshadownc.
com.

Thurs., May 12
•  Winter stories will be 

held at the High Dive from 2-4 , 
a casual gathering of story swap-

ping. Come, Tell, Listen.
Mon. March 14
• High Mountain Squares 

will start Modern Western Style 
Square Dance classes from 
6:30-8:30 PM on Monday eve-
ning. Classes will be at the En-
vironmental Resource Center, 
1624 Lakeside Dr, Franklin, NC.  
For  more info call: (727) 599-
1440. (828) 332-0001, or (828) 
200-0674.

ally to reimburse me. That’s his 
decision. I am not asking the town 
to do it. This has got to stop,” said 
Hehn.

The $1,500 is for professional 
services rendered by Attorney 
Richard Essex of  Charlotte, NC 
including telephone calls, the pro-
duction of  letters and emails.

Mayor Taylor said both Town 
Manager Josh Ward and Finance 
Director Rebecca Shuler were 
prepared to challenge Hehn’s con-
tention that they haven’t been pro-
viding documents – documents 
that are very extensive and require 
more time than immediate action. 

Mayor Taylor made his feel-
ings on the matter crystal clear.

“What bothers me Commis-
sioner Hehn is this idea, first that 
our Town Manager, who is a fine 
person who works within the con-
fines of  what we are doing in the 
town, that he would be sued per-
sonally over something like this is 
unacceptable to me. And the other 
thing that bothers me very much, 
is that you would want a personal 
financial transaction between you 
and him. We are going down a 
slippery slope when we start allow-

ing that kind of  business here in 
Highlands. We have never done 
it and I am not about to condone 
that type of  behavior as mayor. 

“When I first heard this, 
I thought you were asking the 
board to reimburse you. But that’s 
not the case. You wanted him to 
personally do it. I was shocked. 
I was absolutely shocked when I 
heard this. That’s why I wanted to 
put this out to the public tonight 
because this just isn’t acceptable in 
my estimation. That’s not how we 
operate here. 

“And, if  Josh had given you 
that money, it would be tanta-
mount to him declaring that he 
has done something wrong and 
he has done nothing wrong. He 
might not work on your schedule, 
but our people have good faith. 
And you have asked them for 
document after document after 
document and they have jobs to 
do. And I am just going to tell you 
right now, we don’t operate this 
way. As elected officials in this 
town we don’t exchange personal 
checks in reimbursements; it all 
comes before the board,” he said.

 Be Yourself ...
   Only Better
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Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

...FEES continued from page 16
What followed was a discussion insti-

gated by Hehn to justify his need to request 
and see documents – in this case over the 
fiber project regarding Wide Open Net-
works and Hotwire – completely different 
lease models which would net the town 
different amounts of  money. 

Even now Hehn is disputing the Ho-
twire contract despite the fact that a con-
tract has been signed and the town is set 
to receive a profit of  $10,200,000 over 25 
years – far more than the town’s 15-year 
$4.6 million loan with interest it took out 
with BB&T to build the fiber highway.

Over two years, each time various as-
pects of  the project were voted upon by 
the Town Board – Feb. 27, 2020, March 3, 
2020, Dec. 17, 2020, Jan. 21, 2021 – Com-
missioner Hehn logged the one and only 
dissenting vote.

However, with the contract ham-
mered out by Highlands’ and Hotwire’s 
attorneys, when presented at the Oct. 21, 
2021 Town Board meeting, Hehn voted 
with his fellow board members to unani-
mously make Hotwire in charge of  High-
lands broadband highway.

Prior to going with Hotwire, the town 
had Wide Open Networks in its sights. 
However, negotiations for a 10-year con-
tract with far less profit for the town – 
about $2,820,000 – fell apart when Wide 
Open realized there would be more pro-
viders on the highway.

At last Thursday’s meeting, Hehn sug-
gested it was his probing that caused the 
town to go with Hotwire and not Wide 
Open Networks.

“I did not feel comfortable voting 
for that contract [Wide Open]. But by the 
good graces of  God, they wrote us and 
said they were not aware there was another 
provider, and they were not going to be 
able to proceed,” said Hehn. “That was 
our lucky day, because I advocated that we 
should take proposals and we ended up 
with Hotwire.” 

The mayor and other commissioners 
were quick to remind Hehn that the com-
parison is apples to oranges with two com-
pletely different models.

Nonetheless, Hehn pursued trying to 
outline the times he requested documents 
concerning the fiber highway and accord-
ing to him didn’t receive them.

“I asked to see the file and it took 
from March to November just to read the 
files,” he said.

Mayor Taylor said that he had signed 
a non-disclosure agreement for the board 
while formulating the Hotwire contract for 

“A while later, he said, ‘I want to see 
this. I want to see that.’ So, he went back in 
and sat down with Matt for over an hour 
and half. Questioned Matt over the same 
file. He went through the file. Questioned 
Matt back and forth; he reviewed all of  it. 
Matt asked him if  he wanted copies and he 
said no.

“He left. Then we get another letter. 
He wanted all this stuff  from the Hotwire 
contract. OK. Well half  of  it we don’t have 
because we were going through a third-

party administrator with the work not paid 
through the town of  Highlands. This in-
volved the construction of  the fiber line. 
The third party is paid through our en-
gineering firm. There was a bunch of  fi-
nancials he wanted so we turned it over to 
Rebecca [Financial Director]. Rebecca had 
to get everything out of  the file, everything 
we had done, since the time this thing 
started. She got it out. She had a meeting 
with Marc. Marc came in. He reviewed ev-

good reason and therefore those documents 
weren’t available until after the contract was 
signed. 

“You know why I signed that agree-
ment? Because if  we shared with you docu-
ments for which we had non-disclosure 
agreements, we were very concerned there 
would be a breach of  that non-disclosure 
agreement and to be quite frank, since we 
had had a breach of  confidentiality between 
a lawyer involved with previous negotia-
tions – and I think I know and you know 
who breached it – I was justified with having 
those concerns,” said the mayor.

Hehn continued to state his case.
“I am just trying to get Josh to comply 

with my requests. I ask for records and I just 
don’t get them. I want to be prepared,” he 
said. “When I asked him for the construc-
tion contract early in 2021, I didn’t get it un-
til September. When I asked to see the last 
payment request, I didn’t get it and I know 
about contracts. That’s what I did, adminis-
tration of  construction contracts, so I have 
some knowledge about it, and I didn’t agree 
with them,” he said.

Mayor Taylor said he knew all about his 
dealings in Monks Corner in Berkley County.

At that point, Town Manager Ward re-
quested the floor.

“Commissioner Hehn comes to us 
pretty regularly. No other board member 
does this. He requests stuff  constantly. We 
try to do the best to our ability to give him 
what he needs, and it is everything. And at 
the last board meeting the board agreed to 
make him prints. Well, since then he came 
in five times. He went to Gibby – ‘I want 
this printed I want these minutes; I want this 
printed.’ He didn’t want to leave until he got 
them. We got what he wanted. 

“This fiber issue started with Wide 
Open. There was an issue with the agreement 
we signed with Wide Open. They said they 
didn’t want their financials given out so that 
had to be redacted [from the documents]. So 
finally, we got a document together, includ-
ing Jay, Jay has been involved with all of  this. 
Marc signed the nondisclosure, he met in the 
Mayor’s office; the Mayor let him see it, he 
reviewed it and that was that.

“Then let’s fast forward. Then he starts 
in with other documentation. Covid had 
just started so he didn’t want to come into 
the building. We took the file that Matt [IT 
Director] had and went outside. Mr. Hehn 
wanted to review it. He opened the file; he 
goes through the whole file. 45 minutes later 
I go out there and I asked, ‘is everything 
there?’ He said he looked through it and 
said, ‘I’m fine.’ 

• See FEES page 19



Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services in the Chapel: 8 am Rite1spoken, 10:30 Rite II 
with Choir; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in the Chapel

Ash Wed. services March 2, 12 p.m., & 5 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

John 3:16

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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•sPirituaLLy sPeaking•

Rev. Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian 
Church

Who Do You 
Trust?

“Let us hold fast the confession of  our hope without 
wavering, for He who promises is faithful.”

– Hebrews 10:23

Oh, you who have a heart filled with doubts and 
fear?  You stand observing the waves as they roll 
at your feet and fear that they will overwhelm you.  

You cry out “Will the Lord cast off  forever?” (Psalm 77:7).  
Will He no longer show me favor.  Is His mercy forever 
lost?  Does His promise fail forever?  Has He decided to 
never to be gracious again?  Has He, in His anger, shut up 
His tender mercies?  

My friends, look now at the face of  Jesus Christ and see 
the glory of  God shining from it and let doubt be removed 
from your heart.  Understand, that as long as Jesus Christ 
lives, He is your Advocate, your High Priest, your Interces-
sor in Heaven, all that is yours which the covenant promises, 
and which His mediation secures.  

“The promises of  God are all yes and Amen in Christ 
Jesus” (II Corinthians 1:20).  You can count on Him to nev-
er break His vow, or lie, or change anything that has gone 
out of  His mouth. “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my word shall never pass away” (Matthew 24:35).  

What we must do as believers is recognize that God 
says it and we must let faith believe it because He says it.  
This is essential to your comfort.  It is essential to your trust.  

You must never allow yourself  to look at the things 
God has done on your behalf  and worship the event and its 
results.  We do not follow the grace of  the promise or the 
thing promised as precious as both can be.  We are always to 
be focused on the God in the promise.  The promise is al-
ways the heart of  your Father speaking; it is the faithfulness 
of  your Father performing.  Rest not in what is promised.  

You must place your trust and hope in God and in 
His only begotten Son.  Look to the strength of  Him who 
promises and keep your focus on your faith and the confi-
dence you Have in God.  It is in God and Christ alone that 
our trust is centered.

Highlands Police Chief  Holland warns business 
owners that a local business recently received fake twenty-
dollar bills. Be aware and contact the police with questions 
at 828-526-9431.

Fake $20s are circulating
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•PoLice & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries from 

Jan. 18. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have 
been used. 

Jan. 18
• At noon, officers received a report 

of someone obtaining property by false 
pretenses at Gold n Clipper on Main 
Street involving a $3,200 transaction for 
a Rolex.

Jan. 31
• At 6:32 p.m., officers responded to 

a one-vehicle accident at US 64 east and 
Cullasaja Drive.

Feb. 7
• At 7:10 a.m., officers responded 

to a one-vehicle accident on US 64 east 
between Riverwalk Drive and Sherwood 
Forest Road.

• At 3 p.m., officers received a re-
port of a man at a residence on Cullasaja 
Drive losing about $40,000 via cyber-
space when someone obtained property 
by false pretenses through extortion.

Feb. 14
• At 1:33 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on Wilson Road.
Feb. 17
•At 2:30 p.m., officers responded to a 

call for service at Highlands School involv-
ing a 12-year-old boy.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Feb. 15

Feb. 15
• At 9:55 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of an illegal burn at a location on Up-
per Lake Road.

• At 3:13 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a call of a power line down at Highland 
Meadows Road.

Feb. 16
• At 7:21 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Moonlight 
Lane.

• At 9:12 p.m., the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance at a location on Main Street.

Feb. 18
• At 9:07 a.m., the dept. provided mu-

tual aid to Jackson County.

• At 12:15 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a residence on Hickory 
Drive.

• At 12:38 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Sassafrass 
Court.

• At 1:07 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Big View Drive.

• At 2:29 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at the hospital.

• At 8:19 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a residence on Bowery 
Road.

• At 8:28 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a call of a possible structure fire at a resi-
dence on Blue Valley Road.

Feb. 19
• At 7:20 p.m., the dept. at a residence 

on Flat Mountain Estates. It was engulfed 
upon arrival and was a total loss. The cause 
of the fire is under investigation.

Feb. 20
• At 8:46 a.m., the dept. returned to 

the residence on Flat Mountain Estates to 
check on the site.

• At 4:54 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Main Street.

Feb. 21
• At 11:07 a.m., the dept. investigated 

the cause of smoke at in an area on Dil-
lard Road.

• At 11:48 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to Dry Falls where a man had 
slipped and hit his head but he was al-
ready walking out when 9-1-1 was called.

• At 5:39 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a location on Cullasaja 
Club Drive.

• At 8:28 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at Skyline Lodge.

• At 8:49 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at Skyline Lodge.

Feb. 22
• A little past midnight, the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location on 
Cullasaja Club Drive.

erything. She had some copies for him, but 
he said he didn’t want them. So, he left. 

“A few weeks later we get another 
request. A month or so later we get an-
other request. ‘I want to see these docu-
ments.’ Some different stuff. Rebecca went 
through and had to pull that stuff  and it 
takes a while. We are trying to do our day-
to-day jobs and accomplish that job while 
Mr. Hehn is requesting things. And I get 
emails, and calls. Rebecca got everything 
together. She had another meeting with 
him. He reviewed everything. She asked if  
he wanted copies. ‘No, I don’t want copies.’

“A month later he says, ‘I want these 
copies, or I want to review this, or I want 
to inspect or obtain.’ So, he came in and in-
spected everything and said he didn’t want 
copies and left. Then I get a letter from an 
attorney saying that he wants copies of  all 
this – all the stuff  he had already reviewed 
three times [and said he didn’t want copies]. 
But he wants it, and he wants it electroni-
cally and he wants it sent to him because 
he doesn’t want to come into town because 
of  Covid. Rebecca and Matt put every-
thing together that they could to send to 
him electronically, including a thumb drive 
because some of  the documents were so 
large. It was set out front and Marc came 
and got it. 

“So, for him to sit here and say that 

staff  has sat on their hind-end and ignored 
everything he requested is wrong. 

“And the thing is, I don’t know what 
you are looking for. I work for this town, 
and I work for the whole board, and I try 
to do the best to my ability. If  you have a 
question and you want to question the de-
cisions this board makes – because you 
haven’t agreed with the fiber contract from 
the word “go,” which is OK. You don’t have 
to agree with it – but why don’t you question 
them about the decisions they made before 
you came on the board and ask them about 
the documents that they approved, some of  
which you approved after you came on the 
board. Why do you always come through us? 
These people right here are who you need 
to talk to.”

Commissioner John Dotson put an end 
to the discussion.

“I certainly appreciate the fact that all 
this is being brought to light in a public fo-
rum, but the Town Board has no authority 
to compel our Town Manager to write a 
[personal] check to anybody for anything 
and I make a motion that we move on,” he 
said.

The vote was 4-1 to not request Town 
Manager Ward to write Commissioner Hehn 
a check for $1,500.

– Kim Lewicki

...FEES continued from page 17

An overdose at the Jackson County 
Detention Center on December 25, 2021 
initiated an investigation and resulted in the 
arrest of  Former Detention Officer Patty 
Stillwell and the investigation 

The inmate was transported to Harris 
Hospital where he made a full recovery.

During the course of  the investiga-
tion, conducted by deputies and the North 
Carolina State Bureau of  Investigation, 16 
individuals have been charged in connection 
with bringing, or conspiring to bring, drugs 
into the Detention Center.

Former Detention Officer Patty Still-
well is among the individuals charged. Still-
well was placed on investigatory leave with-
out pay on December 26, 2021 and resigned 
from her position on December 27, 2021. 
Stillwell is a former Detention Sergeant for 
Haywood County Detention Center and was 
employed at Macon County Animal Control 
at the time of  her arrest.

The individuals charged are as follows:
• Whitfield Jordan Anderson, 32, Sylva
• Amber Carrol-Leigh Bradley, 31, (in-

carcerated in NC Dept. of  Corrections)
• Rashonda Lashae Bradley, 34, Bryson 

City (arrest pending).
• Lori Jane Cantrell, 49, Cherokee.
• Jessica Myraah McCoy, 27, (incarcer-

ated in NC Dept. of  Corrections) Brooke.

• Tiffani Clonch, 29, Sylva (arrest 
pending).

• Dustin James Kirkland, 36, Bryson 
City.

• Natasha Belle Kirkland, 34, Bryson 
City.

• Brittany Danielle McCall, 34, Sylva
• Carol Dale Mintz, 32, incarcerated in 

NC Dept. of  Corrections.
• William Garrett Pannell, 22, Sylva, 

arrested.
• Colby Taylor Price, 30, Cherokee, ar-

rested.
•Kaitlyn Brooke Price, 29, Cherokee, 

arrested.
• Patty Danielle Stillwell, 30, Sylva, ar-

rested.
• Shayla Faye Trull, 23, Sylva, arrested.
• Charles William Duncan, 51, Sylva, 

arrested
“The men and women employed in 

our detention center work hard each and 
every day. It is disappointing the actions of  
a single employee overshadows the great 
work our detention staff  performs daily,” 
said Sheriff  Chip Hall. “As Sheriff  of  Jack-
son County, I will continue to have high 
standards in the area of  employee conduct 
and will take swift action when these stan-
dards are not met.” 

Jackson County jail Christmas overdose 
leads to arrest of former detention officer 

and 15 others



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 
Enter from the rear.)

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

RICARDO MORALES

Have a Drinking Problem?

We Can Help!

Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous
828-349-4357 (HELP)

www.aawnc80.org

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741
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GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

RICARDO MORALES

33
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FOR SALE
RESTAURANT, CASHIERS, NC– Fully 

furnished, great location. 828 331-7300 (st. 2/3)
HELP WANTED
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAM-

BER MUSIC FESTIVAL has an immediate 
opening for a part time administrative assistant 
for their 41st season in their Highlands office. 
Music knowledge is not required. Email hcc-
mfnc@gmail.com or call 828-200-3882 for an 
appointment. (2/24-3/10)

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT  in High-
lands, NC is looking to hire a full time dishwash-
er for the upcoming season. Hours are dinner 
only, Tuesday-Saturday. Starting pay is $15 per 
hour. Please call or text Laura Huerta at 803-
617-8484. (st. 2/17) 

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT Look-
ing for full-time hostess (great pay) dishwasher, 
prep cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift only. 
Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
DINING ROOM SUPERVISOR – HMH is 
seeking a full time shift supervisor to coordi-
nate reservations and oversee all aspects of ser-
vice in the front of the house at TRG.This role 
will act as Maitre’ D to the dining room, work 
service for lunch, dinner and brunch and be re-
sponsible for the proper execution of each ser-
vice period.This position will begin as an hourly 
position and has the potential to grow into a 
salaried position based upon performance. 
This candidate should be positive, reliable, hard 
working, have a love of people, service and have 
aspirations to lead and grow with the company. 
(st. 12/16) 

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS 
is an Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility look-
ing for Med Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper and 
Dietary Staff,. You may apply in person at 24 
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 or 
by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lind-
abtiff@aol.com. 

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER NEED-
ED FOR LIVE IN POSITION – Prefer a lo-
cal couple/individual to entertain and maintain 
facility while enjoying living in an exceptional 
facility. Strong people/communication skills 
needed. Must be flexible and have impeccable 
references and experience in hospitality/facility 
maintenance. Background/knowledge in wine 
and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowledge in 

hiking/construction and outdoors is good also. 
Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 2/11) 

RE for RENT
3BD 1BA 1500/mth Five miles from 

downtown Highlands 828-200-4312. (e/24)
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big garage on 

3,14 acres land, water, sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private 
paved road, mountain view. (st. 10/7) 

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY FOR 
SALE! Imagine getting one of the best panoramic 
views in Highlands.10 acres of land backing up 
to the national forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft 
main house with an available 2 bedroom guest 
house and a putting green and horseshoe pit for 
$990,000! Better hurry before my wife changes 
her mind. Please text or ring Paul at 678-516-
8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-

MAN -- Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and 
additions. Free estimates. Insured. Call Mike at 
828-200-4071. (St. 1/20) 

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRICES 
– Call me! Private, Personal and Professional 
caregiver, companion or sitter. I am available to 
work with each clients needs, days and hours. 
828-507-1692. (st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (st. 9/16)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, 
dedicated to my clients. Stop paying agency 
prices and call me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. 
(st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitch-
en/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 
25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (10/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF 
& FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney 
flashing, debris removal, pressure washing. Call 
371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives 
to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer 
to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!
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...CHAMPS continued from page 1
round of  the playoffs beginning 
at 6 p.m.

The Lady Highlanders’ win 
on Tuesday comes shortly after 
they defeated Hiwassee Dam in 
the Little Smoky Mountain Con-
ference tournament champion-
ship last Thursday on the road 
with a final of  55-32.

Highlands won the first 
round of  the LSMC tournament, 
also in Hiwassee Dam, after de-
feating Nantahala on Feb. 15.

HS Boys
Highlands varsity boys lose 

tough LSMC tournament cham-
pionship

Highlands varsity boys bas-
ketball team didn’t fare as well as 
the girls in the LSMC tournament 
championship last Thursday and 
ended up losing to the HD Eagles 
88-44.

It was the second time the 
Highlanders travelled to Hiwas-
see Dam last week after winning 
the first round against Blue Ridge 
Early College on Feb. 15.

During last Thursday’s LSMC game, Highlands Reese Schmitt takes off on a 
fast break.

Highlands Julia May Schmitt picks off  Hiwassee pass and breaks for the 
hoop at last Thursday’s LSMC game.

Highlands Aislynn Luck sets a pick for B Bryson against Hiwassee Dam 
during Tuesday’s first-round at NCHSAA.

Highlands Mac Woods sets up to 
shoot a free throw during the first 
round of the state playoffs.

Highlands Hayley Borino breaks to the hoop against Hiwassee Dam at Tues-
day’s game.

Highlands Win Dyleski moves along the perimeter looking for an opening 
to the hoop at last Thursday’s LSMC game.

Highlands James Earp looks for an open man under the hoop at Thursday’s 
LSMC game.

Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daiily News



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Available for 
2022
email 

highlandseditor@aol.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.



c o l e  f u h r m a n
b r o k e r

cell: 843-576-9653
cole@landmarkrg.com

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
11a-4p &
5:30-til?
Closed 
Weds & 

Sun night 

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

CLOSED 
JAN. 1-FEB. 16
HAPPY NEW 

YEAR

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

See you in the 
Spring of 2022

40 Years of Fine Dining

Jody Lovell
(828) 226.6303

$139+
MILLION 

TRANSACTIONS
77

#1
BROKER

#1
FIRM ON THE PLATEAU

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS


