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The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
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242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
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www.mcculleys.com
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The Highlands Playhouse 
launches the Mountain 

Theatre Company
Submitted

Theater or Theatre? Simply 
put, A theater is a venue you visit 
to enjoy entertainment. The the-
atre is the performance-driven art 

form.
Highlands Community The-

atre Inc., the resident theatre com-
pany at The Highlands Playhouse, 

By Peter H. Lewis
Asheville Watchdog

Staggered by COVID-19 in-
fections, both among incoming 
patients and its own healthcare 
staff, Mission Hospital in Ashe-
ville is postponing all scheduled 
surgeries at the main hospital and 
will admit emergency and critically 
ill patients only after a case-by-
case review, hospital administra-
tors said last week.

“Mission operating room 
and other procedural areas in the 
hospital (Endoscopy, cath lab, 
IR, and others) will only proceed 
with urgent and emergent cases,” 
Chad Patrick, chief  executive of  
Mission Hospital, wrote in a con-
fidential memo to staff.

“We will continue to evalu-
ate daily on a case-by-case sce-

COVID forces Mission to 
halt elective surgeries 

until peak passes

nario,” the staff  memo, obtained 
by Asheville Watchdog, contin-
ued. “Any urgent/emergent case 
where the patient has not already 
been admitted, but will require a 
hospital bed, needs approval by 
multidisciplinary hospital leader-
ship.”

“The ASC will remain open 
at this time, but we will continue 
to closely monitor and may need 
to adjust depending on patient 
needs,” the memo said, referring 
to the Asheville Surgery Center, a 
separate HCA-owned outpatient 
surgery facility off  Sweeten Creek 
Road.

Asked by Asheville Watch-
dog to clarify the staff  memo, 
Nancy Lindell, director of  pub-
lic and media relations for HCA 

Swimmer 
Garner 

heads to NC 
Swimming 
Regionals

By Steve Hott
HS Swim Coach

On Tuesday, January 25, High-
lands School Varsity Swim Team 
traveled to Rabun Gap Nagoochee 
School (RGNS) for a 4-way swim 
meet with Carolina Day School, 
Tri-County Early College, and host 
RGNS.

Represented only by freshman 
Finneaus Garner, who won the 50m 
Freestyle and the 100m Freestyle, 
the team finished 3rd.

Garner set two Personal Re-
cords (PRs) and qualified for 1A & 
2A West NC High School Regional 
Championships in both events -- 
quite an accomplishment for a fresh-
man. 

Regionals will be at the Meck-
lenburg Aquatics Center, this Friday, 
February 4.

First-run movies returning mid-March

There were two parts to 
Tuesday night’s special called 
Town Board meeting – dubbed 
workshop. 

The first part was a closed 

session where the board was 
briefed on the lawsuit leveled at 
the town by Save Highlands. 

A statement issued by the 
mayor Wednesday morning in-

dicates no one except the board 
and attorneys Craig Justice and Jay 
Coward know what the next step is 
regarding the lawsuit or what was 

Town Board workshop on STRs raises 
more questions; short on answers

Elective surgeries unaffected at H-C Hospital
Mission representatives urge people to get vaccinated.
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As of  this past Tuesday, 
the Highlands Town 
Board began a review 

of  STR ordinance recommen-
dations from the Highlands 
Planning Board.  The mem-
bers of  the Highlands Planning 
Board met a number of  times 
to review proposed changes to 
town ordinances which town 
attorneys had drafted.   I again 
want to thank the Highlands 
Planning Board for their good 
work.

Going into that meeting on Tuesday, 
the staff, board and I planned on review-
ing the Planning Board recommendations, 
making edits and changes that the com-
missioners agreed to. After that process, 
a draft document would have been pre-
sented for a public hearing at the March 
17 Town Board meeting.  Meetings can 
change plans. 

Craig Justice, the attorney the town 
retained to review town ordinances related 
to STRs, informed the board at the end of  
the meeting that a hearing should be called 
for public response to the planning board 
recommendations. The Town Board voted 
to hold that hearing on Thursday, February 

24th at 5 pm. After that public 
hearing the town board will re-
view the recommendations and 
consider public comment.

I want to update everyone 
concerning the replacement of  
the Middle Creek bridge be-
tween Scaly and the Georgia 
state line.  I’m a member to the 
Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee of  the Southwestern Re-
gional Planning Organization.  
The committee has been fol-
lowing the issues and problems 

facing NCDOT including scheduled bridge 
replacements. 

The aging Middle Creek bridge is very 
narrow and needs to be replaced given the 
increase truck traffic using NC 106 to access 
the Highlands and Cashiers area.  The good 
news is that bridge replacement contract is 
scheduled to be let in mid-March.  The bad 
news is that the US Forest Service is sup-
posed to do a consultation analysis before 
construction begins.  That analysis has not 
been done, and as a result the entire project 
may be delayed.  

We are in the process of  developing 
items for the town retreat scheduled for 
March 10.  While the primary focus of  the 
retreat is developing budget priorities for the 
coming fiscal year, I also want us to review 
longer term issues.  

I have asked the Mirror Lake Home-
owners Association to make a presentation 
concerning their plans to dredge and restore 
Mirror Lake.  They have developed a specific 
plan for addressing the siltation problem.

I also want to review the town policy 
and plans for residents wanting to install 
solar energy units at their homes. There are 
emerging issues about designs that would 
safely interface with our electrical grid and 
how to meter solar systems.  We need to en-
sure that the town does not impede efforts 
to transition to green energy systems. A dis-
cussion needs to be had concerning how 
the proliferation of  these solar units will, 
or will not, impact the existing contract that 
the town has with Duke Energy.  It is a very 
complex issue.

Folks with requests for items to be in-
cluded in next year’s budget, please let me 
or your commissioners know.  By the June 
board meeting, budget priorities will be set.

Work on FY 2022-’23 budget to begin
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Sunday, February 27, 2022

with Hugh Acheson & Christopher Hathcock with Hugh Acheson & Christopher Hathcock 

Chefs Dinner at The Farm

BOOK ONLINE OldEdwardsHospitality.com/AchesonandHathcock

HUGHHUGH
ACHESONACHESON
of Five and Ten  of Five and Ten  
& The National& The National
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Sandwiches
(Gluten Free Bread Add $3) 

The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant.   $10 

(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll.   $12 

Raw & Flawless – Spring Mix, avocado, hummus, red pepper, red onion, cucumber, Fermenti 
pickled carrots on wheat bread.   $14   

The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked provolone, 
shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette.  $13 

The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone 
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll.  $13 

The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on 
ciabatta.  $12 

The Hudson – Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, 
banana peppers, black olives, DJs pickles).  $13

SPECIALS
The Lusty Egg Salad Sandwich

Lusty Monk Chipotle Mustard, ham, honey  
mustardand lettuce on a toasted panini

Street Corn Pasta Salad
Call for Soup of the Day

Follow me on Instagram for specials and any changes to the schedule 
@thesecretgarden_market

Follow me on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule 
@thesecretgarden_market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

•Letters• 

OPEN Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 6p

Dear Editor
The NC Wild “Life” Commission needs to change its 

name to the wild “Death” Commission for even considering 
the hunting and slaughter of  our bear population that now 
live peacefully in Panthertown.   

The bloodlust of  its proponents to kill these bears is as 
cruel as it is totally unnecessarily. The bears in Panthertown 
have lived in peaceful coexistence with their human neighbors 
for decades. In fact, the Panthertown residents have taken 
additional measures, with their bear-proof  containers, to 
further reduce and minimize any human-bear interaction.   

The black bears in our area are, by nature, avoidant of  
humans unlike the more aggressive brown bear.

Cynthia Strain, chair of  the B-E-A-R Task Force, 
has intelligently outlined the case for prohibiting any 
consideration of  bear hunting and noted that in the past year 
there have been “zero” human-bear encounters.

The Wild “Death” commission is being bullied by those 
that consider killing bears a “sport” and want to add to the 
cruelty by adding dogs to their bullets. 

We need to send a strong message to the commission 
that says “NO - NO - NO to killing the Panthertown bears! 
Instead we need to “KILL”  the proposition, not the bears

Mike Davidson    
Sapphire

Kill the proposition, 
not the bears!

Book a Charcuterie Board or 
Sandwich Platter for 
Super Bowl Sunday!

•Biz/org news•

From left: Marc Chmar, Bob Kieltyka, President Tom 
Graham
Our speaker this week at The Rotary Club of Highlands 
was Bob Kieltyka, introduced by Marc Chmar. Bob, for-
mer Director of the Highlands Chamber of Commerce 
told the history of the Christmas Tree store which was 
started by Isabel Chambers and Ruth Furnald in 1975. 
The store, originally on South 4th St., was purchased 
from Del Roberts by Bob and his wife Trish in 2003 and 
moved to its current location on Main St. in 2011. Bob 
shared many stories of multiple generations of patrons 
that he and Trish had the pleasure to serve. 
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JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER 

Mobile # (828) 371-0730

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE 
Mobile # (404) 218-9123

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers
of the Michaud/Rauers Group

The #1 Team in Highlands &
The #1 Team in Highlands-Cashiers MLS

for 2021 per Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide,
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

GOLF VIEW HOME IN HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB
$1,387,000  |  MLS# 98192

This cool-hip home is warm and inviting from the moment you enter it! With its cedar 
shakes siding and slate roof, it sits among a canopy of trees overlooking the 12th fairway 
of Highlands Country Club. The main level has a soaring stone fireplace in the living 
area with a quaint dining area. An upscale kitchen boasts beautiful wood countertops, 
an amazing butler’s pantry with an additional sink and storage, plus a powder room. 
Entertain your guests on the screened-in porch while watching the golfers play and lis-
tening to the waterfall from the spring-fed pond below. The upstairs has a large master 
suite with a chic tiled master bath and a generous closet. The terrace level provides two 
guest suites with private tiled baths plus a seating area with a full bath for additional 
guests. The floors throughout are rich, reclaimed, antique solid oak floors. This 
unique property might just be the right fit for the discerning buyer.
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•HigHLanDs Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

DINNER ONLY

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 6 days
Closed Wednesdays

Lunch: 11a-4p 
Dinner: 5:30p - until

(Closed Sunday night)

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

See you in 
the Spring 

of 2022!

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Celebrating 27 years
TUES-SAT 

DINNER STARTS 
@S:30PM 

 

---
�2990 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT. INFO 

Mon-Sun. 4:30-10p
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cul to order 
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners 

Fresh produce, specially foods and wine Homemade 
deli salads, sandwiches and salads Homemade pies, 

cakes, cookies and so much more!! 
Open Wednesday-Friday 9:30-5:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Preparing all of the good thngs the other days. 

493 Dillard Road 
828-526-2762 

Thank You for a 
Great 2021 Season!

CLOSED 
Jan. 1st through Feb. 16th
Re-Opening Feb. 17th

American Cuisine with a 
Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 • www.wolfgangs.net

Closed the Month of February
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

B re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a y
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square •• 137 Main St, Highlands
828-482-7020828-482-7020

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands,com

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads, bakery items, SECRET daily specials, and 
Soup of the Day. All the food is freshly made and ready for pick up. 

WINTER HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 6p

Modern Fast Food
& 

Courtyard Market

See you in April 2022!

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection 

and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Dinner: from 5:30p
Wed-Sat 

Lunch: 11:30a - 2p 
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch
10a - 2p

Mid-week Specials!
Wednesdays
Burger & Beer

Thursdays
Rib-eye Special

with glass of wine

•HigHLanDs Dining•

Book a Sandwich Platter or Charcuterie Board 
for Super Bowl Sunday!
(See choices on page 4)

Silly Ridge at Sunday Bluegrass Brunch • Feb 13 & 27
& Thursday Night Bluegrass 7-9pm • Feb 10, 24
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•HospitaL news• 

132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Tom Neal, CEO/CNO 
Highlands Cashiers 

Hospital

As we usher in 2022, let’s get serious about self-care

We’ve now officially en-
tered 2022, and after 
a two-year span we’ll 

never forget, we are in a place 
of  looking forward. Because of  
all we’ve been through with the 
pandemic, the way we used to 
think about New Year’s resolu-
tions seems quaint. Maybe we 
would intend to lose weight, give 
our smartphones a rest, or quit a 
harmful habit, like smoking. 

Now, it seems life has taken 
on deeper meaning as our psyches 
and bodies have been tested — 
through social isolation, experi-
encing many types of  losses, and 
more. Even though resolving to 
live more healthfully may still be 
a popular intention, I encourage 
you to think about it just a bit dif-
ferently. 

We now know that sup-
porting our health in multiple 
ways strengthens us, and so does 
considering our doctor as a per-

sonal health coach of  sorts. I’ve 
talked in past columns about the 
fact that our physical, mental, and 
spiritual health are undoubtedly in-
tertwined. To that end, we should 
look at 2022 as a grand opportu-
nity to reconnect with our primary 
care physicians if  we haven’t had a 
wellness visit lately — something 
that became common as the pan-
demic grinded on. 

Many of  us admit to putting 
off  routine screenings over the 
course of  the pandemic, simply 
because we didn’t want to put our-
selves at risk for getting sick with 
the virus, but as I’ve said in this 
column previously, Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital (HCH) is actually 
the cleanest, safest place you could 
have received care over the last 
two years. I’m proud of  how ev-
ery member of  our hospital fam-
ily has pivoted whenever protocols 
changed, which was often. 

It’s time now though, to get 

back on track for 2022 with your 
preventive screenings and well-
ness visits. They are as important 
as seeing a specialist or having an 
urgent health need addressed. 

Since patients are considered 
partners with their physicians 
now, there is important informa-
tion for you to know that not only 
helps you keep up with caring for 

yourself  between visits to your 
doctor, this health data serves as a 
barometer that you and your doc-
tor can review and discuss when it 
comes to your care going forward.

We call it “knowing your num-
bers.” There are five critical pieces 
of  health information you should 
be familiar with that paint an ac-
curate wellness portrait and serve 
to alert you to conditions that need 
treatment or risk factors you can 
pay attention to and work to lower.

These measurable pieces 
of  data are your blood pressure, 
cholesterol, blood glucose level, 
weight, and BMI, or body mass 
index. Having a healthy blood 
pressure is important in terms of  
lowering your risk for heart attack, 
stroke, and other serious health 
problems, while keeping your cho-
lesterol in check also reduces the 
chance of  these same health crises. 
As you’ve likely learned, there is 
“good” and “bad” cholesterol, and 
talking to your doctor about these 
numbers allows you to determine 
whether you should increase your 
exercise, tweak your diet, or man-
age your stress more effectively, 
among other things.

Your weight and BMI also 
play into your overall health greatly. 
Talk to your doctor about whether 
you’re in a normal weight range for 
your height and build, and what 
you can do about it if  you’re not. 
Your BMI is a calculation that’s 
based on height and weight — this 
tool also helps your doctor under-
stand whether you’re in the prop-
er weight range for your age and 
body type. 

Since rates of  type 2 diabetes 
are soaring, knowing your blood 
glucose level is critical, not just if  
you live with diabetes, but to learn 
if  you may be one of  the 88 mil-
lion American adults who have 
prediabetes (more than 1 in 3 peo-
ple). Many of  those with prediabe-
tes have no idea they have it, so this 
is a prime example of  knowledge 

being power. 
Your 2022 plan for good 

health should also include sched-
uling your mammogram and 
Pap test if  you’re a woman (talk 
to your provider about when 
and how often you should get 
screened, depending on your age 
and other factors), and a prostate 
exam if  you’re a man. Both men 
and women should discuss when 
they are due for a colonoscopy 
with their doctors. 

Remember, you’re not alone 
in keeping on top of  all of  this. 
Your primary care physician is a 
valuable asset here and is ready 
to counsel you about your health, 
discuss your family and individual 
health history, and answer all of  
your health-related questions and 
concerns. Preventive care is an in-
dispensable pillar when it comes 
to preserving your good health. 

My wish for everyone in our 
community is a 2022 that sees 
you enjoying the best of  health, 
taking great care of  yourself, and 
enjoying all that this special place 
we call home offers. Everyone at 
HCH is ready to care for you not 
just this year, but always. 

• Tom Neal, RN, MBA, 
MHA, is the Chief  Executive Officer 
and Chief  Nursing Officer (CNO) of  
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Neal 
is a proven leader with more than 30 
years of  progressive healthcare experi-
ence. Prior to his role at Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital, he held the position of  
Chief  Executive Officer of  Commu-
nity Health Systems (CHS) and served 
as Chief  Executive Officer of  both 
Berwick Hospital Center in Berwick, 
Pennsylvania, and Greenbrier Val-
ley Medical Center, Ronceverte, West 
Virginia. Tom has an MBA from the 
University of  Louisville, MHA from 
the California College of  Health Sci-
ences, BSN from Regents College of  
New York and an ADN from Jeffer-
son Community College.
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•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.• 

Want an award-winning real estate experience? 
Use an award-winning 

real estate expert. 
In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 6%! 

®. 
' 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 

www.TeresaSeay.com 
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 e m �t��\o,� RSPS 

I,? t.lAllO&i• � 
· ·�� ·=-�

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 

producing office on the Plateau 2020

• See INVESTING page 10

Betty Holt

What does your Realtor do all day?

I have a former client 
who seems astonished 
that I go to the office 

every day. She must think 
that Realtors only work 
on occasion, and I bet she 
knows some bored house-
wives who do just that! “But 
what do you do all day?” she 
asks. She must think our 
only activity is riding peo-
ple around in the car and 
showing them houses. I’ve 
threatened so many times to 
just write down every single 
real estate related thing I do 
during the day (and night and weekends 
and holidays) and present her with a list. I 
haven’t done it yet, but I’m going to try to 
describe a typical day in the life of  a realtor 
during the busy summer season and hope 
she reads this column.

Since I’m an early riser, I’m usually at 
the computer between 5:00 and 6:00. The 
first thing I do is check emails. If  there are 
real estate emails, I answer those. Then I 
check MLS and usually send new listings 
to several people who are looking for that 
type property. I may need to answer a Zil-
low inquiry, or follow up on a lead from 
some other company, or respond to a ques-
tion someone sent through KV Core.

Sometimes there are Zillow calls be-
fore I get to the office at 9:00, so I take 
those, while simultaneously trying to get 
my lunch together and eat breakfast. Per-
haps an inspector has waited until the last 
minute for me to issue a one-day code to 
a property he’s going to inspect, so I have 
to look that up and get back with him. A 
client calls from Florida to ask how the 
weather is and when the attorney’s office is 
going to send wiring instructions for their 
sale.

I arrive at the office and have some 
friendly banter with my co-workers, before 
I begin the tasks for the day. An inspec-
tion report is waiting in my inbox for me to 
look over. Soon I have a conversation with 
my Buyer client about the problems in the 
inspection. Next I try to line up people to 
take a look and give estimates on the re-
pairs. I may need to call plumbers, electri-
cians, handymen, or in some cases an engi-
neer. I schedule all those appointments and 
let the Seller’s agent know before I meet 
my client at 10:00 to look at three proper-

ties in Sapphire. I come back 
to the office to find out ad-
ditional information about 
two of  the properties I just 
showed, and after contacting 
the agents, email that infor-
mation to my client. 

I eat lunch, then figure 
out a route to schedule show-
ings for the following day that 
range from Scaly to Glenville 
to Sapphire. In the meantime, 
one of  them has gone under 
contract and I have to find 
another, if  I can, to take its 
place. It means more calls 

and changes to the route I’ve set up, which 
no longer works.

I get a call from the Buyer’s agent on a 
sale that is closing that day, telling me that 
my clients have taken more than they said 
they would on the furniture addendum. 
They have taken pictures on the wall, the 
coffee maker, the toaster, and other small 
things the Buyer was expecting to have. I call 
my Sellers, who say, frankly, they don’t give 
a damn, because these people are getting al-
most brand new mattresses they could have 
kept for themselves! The Buyers are threat-
ening to walk from the sale, and the Sellers 
are saying “Go ahead—we’ll sell it for more 
money!” The other agent and I go back and 
forth several times until the matter is re-
solved, but not until both of  us have barely 
avoided nervous breakdowns! 

I’ve answered the phone three times 
and spoken to recordings about my car’s ex-
tended warranty and you can ask my office-
mates what I say to those recordings!

The attorney’s office calls to say that 
somehow a $10,000 credit to the Buyer (not 
mine, thankfully) has been left off  the clos-
ing statement and I should notify my Seller 
they signed an incorrect statement. More pa-
perwork and phone calls ensue. 

Then there is the meeting with the 
inspector who has been back to the same 
property four times, each time finding some 
of  the items fixed and then finding new 
problems! There are still a few more things 
and I must tell the Buyer, after nearly nine 
months of  waiting, we still aren’t done.

There’s a call-in at the end of  the day 
wanting information on lots, so I stop and 
do a property search and send them the re-
sults, as well as sign them up to receive list-
ings from our MLS.

I get home, sit down and read the mail, 
then start thinking about dinner. The phone 
rings and it’s Zillow calling with someone on 
the line asking about a condo in Lake Tox-
away. I take the call, which lasts 30 minutes, 
and I’m pretty much up on the history of  
their life, sit down right then and send what I 

have. Then I eat dinner and go to the com-
puter one last time for the day to answer 
emails. One of  them has decided to go for-
ward with an Offer, so I spend an hour and 
a half  typing that up and sending to them to 
sign. Now it’s 9:30 and time to think about 
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THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828,200,3050 
bobhenritze@gmail,com • www,firewoodcompany,net

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

•oBituaries•Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ... 
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.

James George (Jim) Petrone, 
92, of  Highlands, NC passed 
away on Tuesday, January 25, 
2022. Born in Huntington, Long 
Island, New York on September 
21, 1929, Jim was the son of  the 
late James Vincent Petrone and 
Adelina (Lena) Fusaro Petrone. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his 
wife of  71 years, Thelma Allmon 
Petrone and his son, Kevin Mi-
chael Petrone.

Jim was a Navy Veteran. He 
enjoyed spending time in Car-
rabelle, FL and maintaining his 
property in Highlands, NC.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Lee Ann Pearse of  Chat-
tanooga, TN; Susanna Murray, 
Anna Wilson (Roger Lee) and 

Cynthia Louise Salsbury, age 
77, passed away early Christmas 
morning of  2021.

Born on a farm in Clinton 
County Ohio in 1944, she mar-
ried Jon Garlow Salsbury, who 
preceded her in death on Novem-
ber 7, 1982. 

Cynthia lived in the Clear 
Creek Community since the late 
1960s, though she worked in 
Highlands for many years.

Cindee, a people person 
with a magnetic personality, loved 
helping others, and relished her 
role as a loving mother. An avid 
reader, music lover, and great 
cook, Cindee’s drive and strong 
will helped her raise two sons 
nearly single-handedly. 

Cynthia Louise Salsbury

Cindee, survived by her sister 
and brother-in-law, Sue and Larry 
Mackert of  Largo, FL, also leaves 
behind a nephew and niece, Jeff  
Mackert, of  Tampa, FL, and Mol-
ly Mackert, of  St. Petersburg, FL, 

along with her niece’s sons Lo-
gan and Grayson. Her sons Mark 
and Nate live in Merritt Island, 
FL and Angier, NC.

Cindee suffered many health 
setbacks in her later years but 
kept an upbeat attitude despite 
the challenges. The family does 
not plan a public service and asks 
that you donate to the Highlands 
Emergency Council and/or an 
animal shelter in her memory. 

The family believes that liv-
ing on in the heart of  those left 
behind equates to never dying. 
In that spirit, Cynthia Salsbury’s 
sons ask that her friends and 
loved ones remember her fondly, 
and to keep the family in prayer.

Lisbeth Petrone Leschen of  High-
lands, NC. Eight grandchildren 
Jimmy Petrone (Jessica), Vince 
Petrone (Jackie), Leslie Pearse Ly-
ons (Mat), Lindsey Pearse Greiner 
(Jamie), Ryan Bryson (Kayla), 
Matthew Wilson (Ashley), Alana 
Wilson Fisher (Chris), and Jacob 

Leschen, and 18 beautiful great 
grandchildren. He is also sur-
vived by several nieces and neph-
ews, and special friends Chris 
and Donna Alley. 

Jim will be remembered as 
a loving husband, dad, “Papa” 
and “Great Papa”. Funeral ser-
vices will be held on February 
5, 2022 at 11 am at Our Lady of  
The Mountains Catholic Church 
in Highlands. The service will be 
followed by a reception at Wilson 
Barn, Wilson Gap Road, High-
lands, NC, and the family would 
love to invite everyone to attend. 
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is 
honored to serve Mr. Petrone’s 
family

James George (Jim) Petrone

bed.
What I haven’t included here 

are other things that happen on 
other days, like sales meetings, 
conventions, continuing educa-
tion, listing presentations and 
appointments, walking lots with 
surveyors and septic people, do-
ing research at the courthouse, 
running comps for people before 

they make offers, or navigating the 
competition in this town with any 
other realtor to try to find your cli-
ent a house! Or the fact that there’s 
no such thing as a whole day off  
or vacation because of  all the elec-
tronic means for contact. I’ve been 
sitting on the beach in Florida and 
received a text from good clients 
who knew I was on vacation, but 

had to know about this property 
this instant, only to forget about it 
the next! Or the texts from clients 
at 7:00 on Sunday mornings (usu-
ally my only day off) because they 
also had to know about this house 
right then, even though they were 
not in a position to buy it!

But, really, nah, I guess we 
don’t do much.

...INVESTING continued from page 9
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Michael P Henderson, CFP® CKA®
 Founder/Wealth Advisor
Crossover Point Advisors

•Biz/org news•

FEBRUARY 1-14

on select items

10-30%
O F F

JEWELRY

10 AM - 5 PM, DAILY

212 S 4th Street
Highlands, NC

•FinanciaL Matters•

The Rotary Club of Highlands had the pleasure of a visit from Bill Swift, member of 
the Franklin Noonday Rotary Club and the Assistant District Govenor for District 
7670.

From left: Assistant District Governor Bill Swift and President 

2021 Year in Review

It’s been said “the 
more things change, 
the more they stay 

the same.” 2021 is in the 
rear-view mirror and it’s 
2022, but many of  the 
things that seemed a bit 
out of  alignment last 
year still are. 

While I was writing 
another article last year 
on January 6th, thou-
sands of  people were 
storming the Capital. A 
year later, some are still 
questioning the results 
of  a very contentious election, with many 
on both sides wondering whether the for-
mer President will run again - or at least 
try to disrupt the 2024 election. 

We’ve had a major piece of  bi-par-
tisan infrastructure legislation pass, but a 
massive spending package that includes 
substantial tax hikes and a much larger 
social safety net may or may not be in our 
future. We still have a pandemic raging 
around the world, and while most people 
in developed countries have been vacci-
nated, it appears Omicron didn’t get the 
memo.

 Our leaders, and their approach to 
the virus, seem to be in disarray. Countries 
are still shutting down while others like 
U.S. (and especially Florida), are making 
every attempt to keep things open while 
trying to hold the virus at bay. 

Inflation 
We did have something new last year 

that looks like it will be with us a bit lon-
ger than first expected - inflation.

 Just last week, the January Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) revealed a 7% increase 
in prices for 2021 which is the highest lev-
el since 1982. Most of  this is due to sup-
ply disruptions and the amount of  money 
the Fed has pumped into this economy. 
To put it simply, there is too much money 
chasing too few goods. Sprinkle in a little 
pent-up demand from the pandemic, and 
voila, prices go up. The only question is 
- will the Fed run the economy into the 
ditch trying to tamp down inflation? 

They’ve announced 
they will begin tapering 
(or slowing) the purchase 
of  fixed income securi-
ties (bonds) and then al-
low the ones they own 
to roll off  their balance 
sheet as they mature (in 
case you haven’t heard, 
their balance sheet is $8 
trillion). They will also 
mostly likely begin to 
raise interest rates by the 
end of  the year. We’ll see.

Investor results 
The good news is, 

we had a decent investing year, but so far 
in January, it doesn’t look like a repeat. The 
market rally of  2021, as measured by the 
S&P 500, was not “broad based.” In other 
words, the market gains were driven pri-
marily by 5 or 6 very large tech companies. 
Small company stocks and International 
markets underperformed the US Large Cap 
universe by double digits. 

So far in 2022, it looks like a rotation 
is occurring between the high-flying tech 
names of  2021, into more value-oriented 
parts of  the market, which tend to perform 
better in rising interest rate environments. I 
believe we’re in the middle innings of  this 
business cycle and companies will likely 
experience another year of  increased earn-
ings. This should translate into higher stock 
prices. On the other hand, “as January goes, 
so go the year,” so we’ll see. Either way, if  
we do experience increased growth in prof-
its, we may still have a good year. Stay safe. 

• Securities offered through LPL Financial, 
Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice of-
fered through Crossover Point Advisors, an SEC 
Registered Investment Advisor and separate entity 
from LPL Financial Content in the material is 
for general information only and not intended to 
provide specific advisor or recommendations for any 
individual. Historical performance is no guarantee 
of  future results. The economic forecasts set forth 
in this material may not develop as predicted. All 
investing involves risk including loss of  principal. 
No strategy assures success or protects against loss.
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Frigid temps, snowfall and Snowfest last weekend

Photos by Kim Lewicki and Brian O’Shea
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By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

It doesn’t happen often, but 
several consecutive days of  below 
freezing temperatures following 
Winter Storm Izzy has frozen 
Lindenwood Lake on the North 
Campus of  the Highlands Bio-
logical Station.

“Happens 1-3 times a year,” 
said HBS Associate Director Ja-
son Love. “I’ve heard that it hap-
pened more often in the past and 
would stay iced over for a longer 
duration, and the ice would be 

Stretch of cold temps freezes Lindenwood Lake
thick enough to walk on.”

Lindenwood Lake is a few 
acres in size and relatively shal-
low, only approx. 8-feet deep at its 
lowest point. 

Love said animals that use 
the Lake as a source of  food will 
find a spot that is not frozen over 
or will seek out another lake en-
tirely.

Harris Lake is located near 
Lindenwood Lake and also in 
Highlands. Harris Lake did not 
completely freeze, leaving just 
enough unfrozen area for the 

ducks that call the lake their 
home access to food.

“They used to ice skate on 
Harris Lake, but I’ve been told 
it hasn’t frozen over like it used 
to in the past, warmer winters,” 
said Love.

It’s been several years since 
skaters were seen on Harris 
Lake.

Love added that Linden-
wood Lake was created in the 
early 1900s and is well over 100 
years old.

A drone shot of frozen Lindenwood Lake.          – by Brian O’Shea

About seven or eight years ago, 
Harris Lake froze long enough 
to be solid enough for folks to 
don skates and remember days of 
old when skating area ponds was 
common place.

Photo by Brian O’Shea

at Founders Park
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Ice Rink Schedule
• Thursdays 1-8pm, Fridays and Saturdays 

1-10pm and Sundays 1-5pm,.Cost is $5 per 
skater.

Rec Pool Schedule:
• Lap Swim Monday-Friday 6am-10am, 

Monday and Thursday 11:15am-7pm and Tues-
day and Wednesday 11:15am-3:30pm 6 lanes 
AND 3:30-7 (shared Pool) and Saturday 10-
11am 6 lanes.

Adult Swim Monday-Thursday 11:15am-
7pm.

Call ahead for Public Swim Weekend 
schedule due to staff shortages. 828-526-1595.

• Tickets for Bear Shadow Music Festival 
are on sale now. For more information, visit 
https://bearshadownc.com/information/.

Sun. - Sat.
• Open in person meetings are held 

in Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton Cashiers 
Community Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on 
Sunday at 5:00 pm, on Tuesday@ 7 pm, on 
Friday at 5:00 pm and on Saturday at 9 am. 
Cashiers Open ZOOM Meetings are held on 
Monday @ Noon and 7 pm and on Wednes-
day @ 7 pm and on Saturday @ 9 am. 
ZOOM ROOM 921 817 2966 PASSWORD 
CVG2020. For more information please visit 
our website www.aawnc80.org or to speak 
with a member of A.A. 24/7 call our HELP 
Line 828 349-4357.

Mondays

•HigHLanDs area eVents•
rink in Highlands at 440 Oak Street.Skates and 
hot chocolate available aat the rink. Children 
will receive a free ticket when they bring 
their adult to the BBBS Information Table. For 
more information call Danielle Hernande at 
828-599-9133.

Fri.-Mon., Feb. 18-21
• Great Backyard Bird Count from 9 to 

10 am Participants will meet at the North 
Campus of the Highlands Biological Station 
(111 Lower Lake Road) for an introduction 
to the Great Backyard Bird Count before 
taking a walk around the campus to find our 
feathered friends. On Saturday, guest leaders 
from the Highlands Plateau Audubon Society 
will take part in the count as well. These 
walks are weather dependent and masks are 
encouraged. Binoculars will be available if you 
need them. Register for one or both strolls at 
highlandsbiological.org. 

Sun., Feb 27
• Chefs Dinner at the Farm with Hugh 

Acheson & Christopher Hathcock. Book 
online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
AchesonandHathcock

• ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm. 
No registration required – just show up and 
participate.Questions? Visit www.maconnclit-
eracy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

• American Legion meets Mondays at 
9 AM Highlands United Methodist Church. All 
veterans invited 

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-campus 

sorority founded in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women who want to re-
turn to school or further their education and 
have a financial need, meets at 10 a,m, If inter-
ested, please call president Paula McDonald at 
706-372-3004 for meeting places.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10:15-

11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Method-

ist Church on Spring Street is open from 10a 
to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal Corbin 

5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body workout that engag-
es every muscle in the body. 

• New Mobility Class with Anna Nor-
ton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm and 
Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more information, 
call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, & Thurs,
• Drive-thru flu clinics at the Public 

Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in Frank-
lin from 1–4 pm $36 for the regular dose and 
the $73 for the high dose (recommended for 
those 65+). Insurances will be filed; please 
bring your insurance card with you. Ques-
tions? Call 828.349.2081.

Mon, Wed, Thurs
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball 10:30 

am-1 pm.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 am.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Highlands/ Cashiers Alcoholics Anony-

mous â€œOpen Meetingsâ€ are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking prob-
lem or for anyone interested in the A.A. re-
covery program. Open meetings are held in 
Highlands @ the 1st Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on 
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12:00 noon. 

Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch with Au-

tumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin 

from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 

5:30,. A combination class with many different 
types of exercise.

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim for 

strong, lean muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to shape and tone. 

First Wednesdays
• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is featur-

ing “Walk-in Wednesdays” Hiring Event. Inter-
viewing for RNs, CNAs, Allied Health Profes-
sionals and Support Services Professionals, 
1-3:30 pm. 190 Hospital Drive, front entrance. 
On the spot offers, Sign-on bonuses offered 
for select positions, Bring updated resume. 
Casual wear. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhilarat-

ing and fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout.

• Free Covid vaccination clinics – 9 am 
to 5pm at the Rec Park. (Closed for a half-
hour lunch break) Location subject to change. 
please check https://myspot.nc.gov/ for the 
latest location information. Walk-ins are ac-
cepted, however we encourage residents to 
pre-register and schedule an appointment at 
https://myoptumserve.com/covid19 or by call-
ing (877) 505-6723 if you do not have internet. 

Thurs. & Sat.
• The AL-ANON Family Groups are a 

fellowship of relatives and friends of alco-
holics who share their experience, strength, 
and hope in order to solve their common 
problems. An In Person Meeting with Covid 
19 Preventive Measures is held each Thurs 
Noon at the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., Highlands. An AL-ANON Zoom 
Meeting is held each Saturday @ 10:15am 
ID:889-3772-7928 Password: EasyDoesit or 
to speak with a member of AL-ANON call 
828-342-6866.

2nd Thurs. thru - May
• Story Telling & Listening at Shakespeare 

& Co. in Village Square from 2-4 p.m.
Sat., Feb 5
The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

2 mile out and back easy hike on the Cove 
Forest and Anselm’s trails on Saturday. There 
are several gentle ups and downs.We will 
meet Saturday morning, February 5, in the 
Piggly Wiggly parking lot in Dillard, Georgia, 
at 10 AM and carpool to Patterson Gap out 
of Dillard, Georgia on Betty Creek Road. 
After the hike we will drive a short distance 
up Betty Creek Road to Barkerâ€™s Creek 
Mill to see the mill operate and have lunch. 
Visitors and well behaved dogs are welcome. 
Bring food and fluids as needed. There  is no 
charge. Reservations are not needed. Current 
Covid protocols will be observed. For more 
information or in case of foul weather, call hike 
leader David Stearns at 828-349-7361.

• Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cashiers & 
Highlands Ice Skating Party 4-6 p.m. at the ice 

Optum will continue Covid-19 test-
ing and vaccination services on the Plateau 
through the end of  February. Please assist 
us in getting the word out. 

Covid-19 testing and vaccination will 
be offered on the following schedule:

• Covid-19 Testing at Village Green in 
Cashiers every Tuesday from 9-5. Walk-ins 
accepted, but you can schedule an appoint-
ment by calling (877) 562-4850 or going on 
line at lhi.care/covidtesting.

• Covid-19 Testing at Highlands 
Community Building every Wednesday 
from 9-5. Walk-ins accepted, but you can 
schedule an appointment by calling (877) 
562-4850 or going on line at lhi.care/co-
vidtesting.

• Covid-19 Vaccination at Highlands 
Rec Center every Thursday from 9-5. They 
will limit vaccines offered to adult and pe-
diatric Pfizer. No appointments necessary 
or accepted.

COVID vaccinations 
& testing updates

Great Backyard Bird Count is Feb. 18-21 
from 9 to 10 am Participants will meet at 
the North Campus of the Highlands Bio-
logical Station (111 Lower Lake Road) for 
an introduction to the Great Backyard Bird 
Count before taking a walk around the 
campus to find our feathered friends. On 
Saturday, guest leaders from the Highlands 
Plateau Audubon Society will take part in 
the count as well. These walks are weather 
dependent and masks are encouraged. Bin-
oculars will be available if you need them. 
Register for one or both strolls at highlands-
biological.org. Stop by the Valentine Meadow 
(888 Horse Cove Road) on Saturday, Feb.19 
from 1 to 4 PM, there will be a bonfire, hot 
drinks, and bird-themed fun for all.For more 
information about the Great Backyard Bird 
Count and ways you can participate, visit 
www.birdcount.org. 

Backyard Bird Count
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• To be continued Feb. 10

Brittney Lofthouse

My husband and I spent 
the weekend in Key 
West for a surprise get-

away. I am due to have ACL sur-
gery next week, which will wreck 
any Valentine’s Day plans we 
could have had but honestly, he 
and I just needed some “us” time. 

So I booked the trip, didn’t 
tell him anything other than to 
pack a bag, and he learned where 
we were going as we walked on 
the airplane in Asheville. 

We love flying out of  Ashe-
ville. The convenience is un-
matched. We parked, walked into 
the airport, through security, and 
onto the plane AFTER arriving 
at the airport after the plane was 
set to board. I just don’t think 
that would happen anywhere 
else. We usually expect some hic-
cups — it is never as smooth as 
larger airports and airlines — but 
for the most part, flying Allegiant 
out of  Asheville is perfect. 

I have been eyeing the di-
rect flight to Key West since it 
was first announced and after 
Kim, my editor for the High-
lands Newspaper took a trip last 
month ending in rave reviews, I 
booked our flights. 

While I am sure this comes 
as little to no surprise to most 
of  you, I am slightly impulsive. 
I booked the flights with little to 
no research on the actual island. 
I visited one time, maybe when I 
was 16 or so on a cruise with a 
friend, but other than that, em-
barrassingly enough I knew very 
little else. 

As you can imagine, after 
my very inexpensive flights were 
booked, I think $300 total round 
trip for the both of  us, there was 
a little sticker shock when it came 
to lodging options. There are 
very few hotel chains in Key West 
and the ones that are there seem 
to operate more like timeshares. 
So needless to stay, I booked 
the cheapest accommodations I 
could find on some third-party 
travel website — and for our 
three-night stay lodging ended 
up being about four times more 

than our flights. Regardless, I was 
excited for the adventure. 

After we walk onto our flight 
in Asheville Thursday morning — 
with plans to land in Key West by 
9:45, we were looking forward to 
breakfast on the beach — how-
ever, those plans were quickly de-
railed. 

First, the pilot informed us 
that a spark plug was giving them 
trouble so we would be delayed 
taking off. Still not a problem. We 
would be in Key West by lunch 
with a tropical drink in our hands. 
And after taking off  30 minutes 
later than expected … we thought 
we were well on our… but again… 
nope. 

The pilot even instructed the 
flight attendants to prepare the 
cabin for arrival. We put away our 
electronic devices and buckled 
up preparing for our descent into 
Key West which abruptly ended 
as the pilot noticeably abandoned 
the landing and pulled the airplane 
back up.

Shortly thereafter he came 
over the speaker to inform us that 
the cloud ceiling was too low to 
land but they expected it to clear in 
about 20 minutes and that we had 
plenty of  fuel to circle and wait… 
and wait .. and wait… until an hour 
later when he informed us that we 
were going to run out of  fuel and 
would be making an emergency 
stop in Ft. Lauderdale. 

About 11:30 we touched 
down in Ft Lauderdale with hope-
ful flight attendants telling us they 
would update us as soon as they 
knew more and we would likely 
just be refueling and then back in 
the air heading toward our tropical 
paradise. 

Right about the time the air-
plane doors opened and a gate at-
tendant came onto the plane so we 
knew that was no longer going to 
be the case. After a 30-minute wait 
in a crowded, stuffy airplane full of  
passengers who, like us, probably 
skipped breakfast with plans to get 
something once they landed and 
were hungry and tired, we were 
informed that the airplane would 
not be going to Key West. We 
were given to options … return to 
Asheville or get off  the plane in Ft. 
Lauderdale. 

A quick call to our Key West 
accommodations discovered we 
were not able to cancel our reser-
vation so if  we returned to home, 
we would be out all of  that money. 

Another quick check for a 
rental car showed that for $60 we 
could rent a car and make the 3.5-
hour drive to Key West ourselves. 
So, the adventure continued by car. 

If  you know anything about 
my husband Nick, you may know 
that first, he was already extremely 
anxious to be taking a surprise trip 
that he couldn’t control and now 
with plans overwhelmingly de-

To our absolute astonish-
ment, I knocked it out of  the 
PARK with Simonton Court. I 
think I have officially fully re-
deemed myself  and my past hotel 
blunders with this one. The prop-
erty was incredible. An old cigar 
factory, it was easiest the most 
luxurious place I have ever stayed. 
I say it was the least expensive 
place I could find, but that doesn’t 
mean it was cheap. It was still 
several hundred dollars a night 
but worth every single penny. It 
honestly was its own paradise. 
Four heated pools, cottage kitties 
roaming the brick pathways that 
were sheltered by dripping palm 
trees, and a continental breakfast 
that would have had a line down 
the block had it been open to the 
public. It was an absolute dream. 

It was at that moment Nick 
and I realized that this was more 
than a vacation. This was the hon-
eymoon we never had. 

With absolutely no research 
into Key West or where we were 
staying, imagine our surprise 
when we found out that we were 
staying on the backside of  the 
middle of  Duval Street… THE 
street in Key West. 

Just a few short steps outside 
of  our garden oasis was every res-
taurant, bar, club, shop, you could 
imagine. We could not have been 
in a better location. Such a beauti-
ful accident. 

I am a sucker for the pres-
ervation of  history. But not just 
the preservation of  history the 
art of  preserving the foundation 
of  something while repurposing 
it to serve a modern function. I 
am sure there is some fancy name 
for that but whatever that is, I 
LOVE it. That is one of  the many 
reasons why I love the Southern 
Porch in Canton so much. Any-
way, Key West is all of  that — 
they have masterfully kept the rich 
history of  the island and found 
the perfect balance to incorporate 
modern progress while allowing 
the two to exist together simulta-
neously. Whatever it is called… it 
is art. 

A romantic prelude to Valentine’s Day in Key West, FL ... 
with a few hiccups along the way (part 1)

Brittney and Nick Lofthouse in Key West at the Southernmost Point.

railed he was LESS than pleased. 
However, I give him all the credit 
in the world for holding his tongue 
and trying to make the most of  a 
less-than-ideal situation. 

I will say, the drive to Key 
West was incredible. I do not re-
gret that one bit and am actually 
extremely grateful we got to have 
that experience. It’s essentially 100 
miles of  coastal views and beauti-
ful blue waters. Beaches on both 
sides, minimal traffic, picture-
perfect weather — really incred-
ible. The first few times Nick and 
I hung out we would just go on 
drives. It is our favorite thing to 
do, so that opportunity quickly be-
came a welcomed disruption. 

What we had hoped would be 
breakfast in paradise turned into 
being a very late check-in at our 
accommodations, the Simonton 
Court Historic Inn and Cottages. 

Nick and I are night and day 
in just about everything. Had he 
been in charge of  booking a ho-
tel, he would have agonized over 
it for days. Read every review on 
every travel site, google mapped 
the property and its location in re-
lation to possible activities. I, how-
ever, clicked book and didn’t even 
remember the name of  the place 
when we got there. I did absolutely 
no research. All I knew was it was 
the least expensive place with the 
exception of  a hostel which I knew 
Nick would DIE over. 

I also feel that at this point I 
need to be fully transparent that 
Nick’s reluctance and obsessive na-
ture when booking our vacations 
is probably greatly exasperated by 
the fact that the first time I was 
responsible for booking our hotel, 
we ended up with bed bugs that 
cost us $10,000 to get rid of. This 
was followed by a couple of  years 
later when I finally convinced him 
to trust me to book somewhere 
again which ended up in him not 
even pulling into the hotel parking 
lot because the area of  town it was 
in was horrendous.

Obviously, I do not have a 
good track record. But since he 
didn’t know about the trip it was 
up to me.
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Yard Art 
Open for outside pickup & 

delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

...GARNER continued from page 1

...MISSION continued from page 1

Call 828-526-3783
Center for Plastic Surgery

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202 Highlands 
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Make your eyes the Center of Attention

Healthcare’s North Carolina division, issued 
a statement that read, “We are delaying only 
those surgeries that our team feels can safely 
be delayed. As always, we continue to take all 
emergencies including heart attack, stroke, 

quiring vaccinations, which have been 
proven to reduce the number and severity 
of  COVID infections, the policy risked a 
rapid spread of  COVID among healthcare 
workers, with the same result.

After federal courts upheld the man-
dates, HCA gave workers until Jan. 27 ei-
ther to receive their first vaccination or 
to apply for an exemption on religious or 
other grounds.

The flagship Mission Hospital has 
10,500 employees and is licensed for 815 
beds, according to its website. Lindell, the 
Mission spokesperson, said the “vast ma-
jority” of  workers had been vaccinated, but 
she declined to give a number or percent-
age, or to say how many have requested 
exemptions.

A chart used by Dr. Hathaway in his 
Jan. 10 briefing suggested that infections 
among Mission healthcare workers were 
already soaring before the omicron peak, 
appearing to top 190 new cases in the first 
week of  the new year.

“If  staff  test positive, they can receive 
quarantine pay and cannot return to work 
until their symptoms have passed,” Lindell 
said Tuesday.

However, as reported earlier, in his 
Jan. 10 briefing, Dr. Hathaway said Mis-
sion had reverted to “contingency” staff-
ing, which under HCA guidelines means 
that workers can return after five days, with 
or without testing negative, even if  they are 
“mildly symptomatic.”

• Asheville Watchdog is a nonprofit news 
team producing stories that matter to Asheville and 
Buncombe County. Peter H. Lewis is a former se-
nior writer and editor at The New York Times. 
He can be reached at plewis@avlwatchog.org

or trauma patients and our ER [emergency 
room] doors are always open.”

Lindell said the surgery schedule at 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is unchanged. 

“Mission Health is honored to have 

such dedicated team members to care for 
our community during these challenging 
times. We continue to encourage vaccination 
for everyone as it is extremely effective in 
keeping people from having to be hospital-
ized,” she said. 

In the memo it was explained that the 
hospital staffing has been challenged due to 
the number of  employees on quarantine; 
however, Mission anticipate this to improve 
significantly over the next two weeks.

The memo was also signed by Dr. An-
thony Spensieri, Mission Hospital’s chief  
medical officer; Dr. Matthew Young, assis-
tant chief  medical officer; Dr. Ansley Miller, 
the hospital’s chief  of  staff; and Dr. Gordon 
Groh, a surgeon.

As the highly transmissible omicron 
variant of  the COVID virus spreads — 
mostly among people who have not been 
vaccinated — hospitals in other COVID 
hotspots have taken similar steps to keep 
emergency beds open and available, includ-
ing postponing scheduled surgeries. In some 
cities the omicron surge is already declining.

In a confidential briefing to Mission 
staff  earlier this month, Dr. William Ha-
thaway, the chief  medical officer for the 
six-hospital Mission Health system, said the 
peak omicron surge was expected to reach 
western North Carolina at the end of  Janu-
ary or beginning of  February. But he also 
noted that in other cities the number of  
cases dropped sharply after the peak.

HCA administrators at first refused to 
make vaccinations mandatory for hospital 
staff, arguing that some essential workers 
might quit rather than submit to the man-
date, causing staffing shortages that could 
result in curtailed services. But by not re-

Garner is seated 14th in the 50 and 21st 
in the 100. 

Twenty-four swimmers will be selected in 
each event to go to the 1A & 2A NC High 
School State Championships the following 
weekend -- six from each of  the three regions 
and the six fastest swimmers at large who did 
not finish in the top six of  their regions. 

So, to have a chance to go to States, Gar-
ner must finish in the top 12 or higher in the 
West Regionals in one or both of  his events.
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...PLAYHOUSE continued from page 1

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909
Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 

 Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF CASHIERS AND HIGHLANDS INVITES YOU! 

Saturday, February 514 PM to 6 PM Highlands Skating Rink 440 Oak Street, Highlands NC 28741 
Skates and Hot Chocolate Available at Rink 

Children will receive their free ticket when they bring their adult to the BBBS Information Table. 
QUESTIONS? 

CALL PROGRAM COORDINATOR, 
DANIELLE HERNANDEZ, AT (828) 399-9133. 

has gone through many phases in its 83-
year history. Founded as the Highlands 
Little Theatre in the late 1930’s, renamed 
Highlands Community Theatre in 1949, 
and later incorporated, receiving 501(c)(3) 
status, as Highlands Community Theatre 
Inc., in 1972. 

As the organization grew over the 
next several decades, so did the number of  
shows produced, along with the number of  
talented actors, designers and technicians 
needed for each season. In the early 1980s, 
Highlands Community Theatre Inc. started 
hiring professional actors and technicians 
to share their talents on the plateau. No 
longer a community theatre, the identity of  
the organization became that of  the build-
ing it has occupied for nearly a century, The 
Highlands Playhouse. 

“At The Highlands Playhouse, we are 
proud of  our legacy and are excited to have 
emerged from an unfortunate COVID 
hibernation to provide an escape for our 
mountain community. The Playhouse has 
been a fixture of  our community for almost 
a century - first used as a school auditorium 
and then as a venue for performing arts for 
over 

80 years. After 18 months of  closure, 
we are thrilled to have not only re-opened, 
but also reimagined the possibilities for 
our future,” said Clif  Gottwals, Treasurer, 
Mountain Theatre Company at The High-
lands Playhouse. “2022 is an exciting year 
for us - as we celebrate not only what we 
do but where we do it. Mountain Theatre 
Company is the new name we will be us-
ing for our expanded year-round program-
ming… bringing live theatre and cinematic 
entertainment to our community. The 
Highlands Playhouse is our home, but the 
Mountain Theatre Company is who we are. 
Welcome Home!” 

Scott Daniel, now dubbed Mountain 
Theatre Company Executive Artistic Di-
rector said the change isn’t about rebrand-
ing or renaming the Playhouse but giving 

an identity to the theatre organization within 
the Playhouse.

“The historical Highlands Playhouse 
name will always refer to the building at 362 
Oak Street,” said Daniel. “With Mountain 
Theatre Company, we are simply distinguish-
ing between the name of  the theatre com-
pany (who) and the name of  the building 
(where). With our expanded programming 
and full-time artistic leadership, we now have 
the ability to perform in a variety of  venues 
which we will begin doing this year.”

Along with a new name for the resident 
organization, Mountain Theatre Company 
(MTC) at The Highlands 

Playhouse announces their 2022 season. 
The four Mainstage productions are Jersey 
Boys, Sentimental Journey, Brooklyn: The 
Musical, and a new annual tradition; Home 
for The Holidays. 

In addition to these Mainstage produc-
tions, there will be first-run Feature Films, 
the wildly popular Curated Cinema Series, 
and the inaugural presentation of  Corked! A 
Musical Wine Tasting playing in tandem with 
the Highlands Food & Wine Festival which 
will take place in one of  the beautiful nontra-
ditional performance venues on the plateau.

MTC also introduces new ticket bundles 
for their 84th season. Patrons can now pur-
chase Ticket Bundles to use as they choose 
for both the Mainstage productions and 
Feature Films. Sponsors and Ticket Bundle 
holders receive early access to Mainstage 
tickets and seating reservations on March 15, 
with tickets available to the public on March 
30.

“The mountains are where we gather to 
escape and embrace the wonders of  nature. 
The theatre is where we escape and embrace 
the gifts and stories shared by passionate 
artists. This spectacular selection of  shows 
celebrates the gifts we have to give, the jour-
ney we take to share them, and the hands 
that guide us along the way. I hope that you 
will join us on that journey and support the 
exciting future of  live theatre and entertain-

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and 
Samaritan’s Purse. These two ministries 
are working together to resettle some 50 
thousand-plus Afghan families already in 
the United States and currently living on 
military bases across our nation. Our goal 
is to help them get settled into our church-

es, schools and communities. If  you’re inter-
ested please let me know.

God bless you and God bless America. 
I pray that many thousands of  churches will 
be His Hands and Feet in rendering encour-
agement and aid to our persecuted brothers 
and sisters.

ment in our community,” said Scott Daniel, 
Mountain Theatre Company Executive Ar-
tistic Director. 

Mountain Theatre Company at The 
Highlands Playhouse will present Feature 
Films and Curated Cinema starting March 

18 with showings Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. 

To learn more, become a Sponsor, 
purchase tickets, and sign up for updates at 
MountainTheatre.com 

– Contributed to by Kim Lewicki
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Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-8152
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services in the Chapel:
8 am Rite 1spoken, 10:30 Rite II with Choir

Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in the Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

John 3:16

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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•spirituaLLy speaking•
Afghanistan is 
number one

Open Doors is an international ministry which deals 
particularly with the persecution of  Christians 
world wide. 

This should be a concern for every American from a 
humanitarian standpoint. And for every Christian from a 
spiritual standpoint. 

The following excerpt is from Open Doors:
Today 16 of  our Christian brothers and sisters will be mur-

dered; They might be attacked by an extremist group bent on crippling 
the Church; They could die by the hands of  their tribe because they’re 
seen as traitors; Or they might perish from starvation denied access 
to food and water by the community; Whatever the means, they will 
ALL die because at one point in their lives, they made the decision 
to follow Jesus.

This news should strike all of  us deeply within our 
souls. Open Doors goes on to report that in 2021: “5,110 
churches or Christian buildings were attacked; 4,765 Chris-
tians were unjustly arrested or detained; And; 3829 Chris-
tians were abducted for their faith or faith related reasons.”

Some 5,900 lost their lives in 2021 because of  their 
commitment to Jesus Christ.

Now at the top of  the list of  the 50 countries in the 
world with the highest rate of  persecution of  Christians is 
Afghanistan. It has replaced North Korea which held that 
spot for more than 20 years. 

These sobering statistics remind me of  several truths:
• To whom much is given, much is required. The bless-

ing of  God on America should spur us into prayer and ac-
tion. Some however, take the blessing for granted. And in 
this very materialistic culture of  ours they only want more.

• Persecution of  the Church has always resulted in 
Church growth. Persecution doesn’t stop the Church. It 
seems rather to strengthen,and deepen her.

• Prosperity on the other hand has always seemed to 
slow the Church down. A prosperous Church is frequently 
an independent Church with no significant need of/for the 
help and strength of  God. This was the case of  the Church 
in Laodicea (Revelation 3:17-18).

• We are all accountable and will give an account of  
our lives to Jesus Christ one day. He spoke about the in-
separability between Himself  and His followers. We read 
in Matthew 25:40: “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of  the least of  these brothers and 
sisters of  mine, you did for me” 

We may paraphrase our Lord’s words in this way: “The 
way I treat my brother or sister in Christ is the way I treat 
Christ in my brother or sister. Frankly convicting.

I hope that you will pray about these things. You can 
contact Open Doors and they will supply you with timely 
information.

Likewise, I would be delighted to help or encourage 
you along these lines as well. I serve as a volunteer with the 

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist Church
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•poLice & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries 

from Dec. 23. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used. 

Dec. 23
• At noon, officers responded to 

a call of damaged property at K-H 
Founders Park where homemade 
candy cane decorations were van-
dalized.

Jan. 12 
• At 8:41 p.m., Still Hunter, Jr., 82, 

was arrested for DUI when pulled 
over on Oak Street. He was issued 
a $1,000 unsecured bond. His trial 
date is March 9.

Jan. 14
• At 11:06 p.m.,. officers re-

sponded to a medial call at a resi-
dence on Cullasaja Drive.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Jan. 26

Jan. 26
• At 10:03 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Garnet Rock Trail.

• At 7:08 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

Jan. 27
• At 5:39 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Cottage 
Row.

• At 8:19 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Wahoo 
Trail.

Jan. 28
• At 2:11 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Queen 
Mountain Road.

Jan. 29
• At 12:17 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on Tur-
tle Pond Road.

• At 4:14 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at the hospital.

Jan. 30
• At 1:05 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Small-
wood Ave.

...STRs continued from page 1

Sunday, Feb. 2, will mark the 77th an-
niversary of  the sinking of  the United States 
Army Transport Dorchester and the selfless 
acts of  four Army chaplains aboard. The 
Dorchester tragically sunk on Feb. 3, 1943, 
while crossing the North Atlantic, transport-
ing troops to an American base in Green-
land. A German U-boat fired a torpedo that 
struck the Dorchester, killing 672 of  the 902 
officers and enlisted men, merchant seamen 
and civilian workers aboard. Many of  those 
survivors owe their lives to the courage and 
leadership exhibited by four chaplains of  
different faiths, who, in sacrificing their lives, 
created a unique legacy of  brotherhood.

As soldiers rushed to lifeboats, Rever-
end George Fox (Methodist), Jewish Rabbi 
Alexander Goode, Reverend Clark Poling 
(Dutch Reformed) and Father John Wash-
ington (Roman Catholic) comforted the 

4 Chaplains 
Recognition 

Ceremony was held 
Feb. 3 at the 

Veteran’s Plaza at 
the Town Hall 

complex on Oak St.

wounded and directed others to safety. 
One survivor watched the chaplains dis-
tribute life jackets, and when they ran out, 
they removed theirs and gave them to four 
young men.

As the Dorchester sank, the chaplains 
were seen linked arm in arm, praying.

American Legion posts nationwide re-
member Four Chaplains Day with memo-
rial services that pay tribute to the coura-
geous chaplains and the brave young men 
who lost their lives on that fateful night. 

said in that meeting.
“In closed session attorneys Craig 

Justice and Jay Coward briefed the Town 
Board concerning the status of  the Huff  
Lawsuit including the town’s motion to 
dismiss.  No formal action or directives 
were made by the board,” reads the state-
ment.” “We made a motion to dismiss but 
the court has not ruled on that motion at 
this time.”

The second part was a voyage through 
the weeds as commissioners offered their 
suggestions about the Planning Board’s 
recommendations for amendments to the 
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 
regarding Short-term Rentals (STRs) – 
mostly parsing verbiage, parcels versus 
structures, etc.

Though the 40 citizens who attended 
were hoping for some new information 
or closure of  some kind, Attorney Justice 
made it clear that everything said was just 
talk and nothing else.

“Any type of  discussion like this is 
merely ideas and concepts and questions 
the board has and nothing anyone says is 
binding on the town or its amendments to 

the ordinance; these are just comments be-
ing made so anyone taking notes about ex-
actly what is being said needs to know these 
are just comments and not binding on the 
town,” he said.

In addition, Justice informed the board 
that Tuesday night’s proceedings were pre-
mature.

A Public Hearing should have taken 
place after the Planning Board submitted its 
ordinance recommendations to the Town 
Board; work on the ordinance should have 
started with comments made by the public.

As it stands now, a Public Hearing will 
be held Thursday, Feb. 24 at 5 p.m. at the 
Community Building. Another Town Board 
workshop will be held soon after during 
which commissioners will take the public’s 
comments into consideration while adding 
its own recommendations to the Planning 
Board’s draft ordinance.

Assistant Planning Director Michael 
Mathis presented two reports – one a sum-
mary of  the Planning Board’s recommenda-
tions which have been reported on numer-
ous times with nothing new, and the other 
was staff  recommendations.

Staff  suggested the category of  Tran-
sient Dwelling Lodging – which is renting a 
house less than seven days – be nixed.

“We recommend that the term Tran-
sient Dwelling Lodging be removed and 
the term Whole House Short Term Rental 
be changed to describe STRs of  30 days or 
less,” he said reading from his report. “Then, 
the board could elect to place a minimum 
length of  stay in the notes section based on 
the underlying zoning district.”

The initial proposed definition for 
Whole House STRs was less than 30 con-
secutive days but no less than a minimum 
duration of  seven days.

Mathis said having two definitions con-
fused matters for the Planning Board.

However, no comment regarding the 
nixing of  the Transient Dwelling definition 
or the Whole House STR definition was 
mentioned again during the meeting.

Another issue brought up was the 
Planning Board’s recommendation to allow 
Transient Dwelling Lodging in districts R3-
B4 and on a limited basis in R2 based on 
location and adjacent land use. 

In other words, if  a home in the R2 

zone is near a highway or other commer-
cial businesses in that zone then the owner 
could rent it out less than seven days. But, 
if  a home in R2 is in a more residential area 
– like Mirror Lake – then renting less than 
seven days wouldn’t be allowed.

Town Manager Josh Ward said if  that 
tack was taken, then a whole new zone 
would have to be formed which Commis-
sioner John Dotson, Attorney Justice and 
other commissioners agreed wasn’t a good 
idea.

Justice reminded the board that R2 is 
a buffer zone between R1 and business dis-
tricts and was set up for a reason. 

Certain uses such as soft businesses 
are allowed anywhere in R2 regardless of  
where they are located in the district and 
so allowances, whatever they are, need to 
cover the entire district.

Much was discussed about whether 
STRs or habitation should be allowed 
in accessory buildings in any zone even 
though the definition of  accessory build-
ings is pretty clear in the draft ordinance.

Customary Accessory Outbuildings 
• See STRs page 22



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360
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MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 
Enter from the rear.)

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

RICARDO MORALES

Have a Drinking Problem?

We Can Help!

Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous
828-349-4357 (HELP)

www.aawnc80.org

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741
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Business Card Ads
$20 per week BW

$25 per week Color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words

20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block

$5 for color graphic

•cLassiFieDs•
GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

FOR SALE
RESTAURANT, CASHIERS, NC– Fully fur-

nished, great location. 828 331-7300 (st. 2/3)
CLOTHES DRYER - LG Sensor Dry HE w/True 

Steam Option. Dryer is 6 years old, in excellent condi-
tion, white w/stainless drum. $350. Please call 828-482-
2380. (st. Jan. 20) 

MASON & HAMLIN UPRIGHT PIANO 
AND BENCH, mahogany, fully restored by Ward 
Piano Co. three years ago. $2500. Call 828-506-7025, 
Highlands. (st. Jan 6)

HELP WANTED

GIFTED AND SPIRIT-FILLED MUSICAL-
WORSHIP DIRECTOR to lead First Baptist Church 
Highlands, NC in authentic praise and worship. We at 
First Baptist love Jesus and each other. After COVID 
we have enjoyed musical worship with our wonderful 
interim director, but it is time to find God’s choice for 
a permanent experienced music director who plays at 
least one musical instrument, can promote song direc-
tion in a gracious and effervescent way, and lead us 
into a very deep and authentic worship. You will plan a 
mix of contemporary praise and hymns, work with our 
incredible Pastor Mark, both adults and children and 
join with a congregation completely devoted to Jesus 
Christ and the absolute truth of His Word. Please send 
an abbreviated resume to diann at dscat@bellsouth.
net, or query by phone to diann at 904-5346115. Or 
call the church at 828-5264153. Salary to be based on 
qualifications and your fit for our needs. (st. 2/3) 

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is looking 
to hire a full-time individual to assist in the paint de-
partment. Duties will include mixing paint, assisting 
customers with color selections and sundry items, 
stocking shelves and daily cleaning. Must be able to lift 
50 pounds. This individual must be dependable, self-
motivated, have great customer service skills and be 
willing to learn. We will offer on-the-job training, so 
experience is not necessary. For more information, call 
Derek Taylor @ 828-200-9226, or stop by Cashiers 
Color Center to fill out an application. (Jan 20-Feb 10) 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE DIN-
ING ROOM SUPERVISOR – HMH is seeking a full 
time shift supervisor to coordinate reservations and 
oversee all aspects of service in the front of the house 
at TRG.This role will act as Maitre’ D to the dining 
room, work service for lunch, dinner and brunch and 
be responsible for the proper execution of each ser-
vice period.This position will begin as an hourly posi-
tion and has the potential to grow into a salaried posi-
tion based upon performance. This candidate should 
be positive, reliable, hard working, have a love of peo-
ple, service and have aspirations to lead and grow with 

the company. (st. 12/16) 
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an 

Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking for Med 
Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff,. You 
may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 
828-526-5251 or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER NEEDED 
FOR LIVE IN POSITION – Prefer a local couple/
individual to entertain and maintain facility while en-
joying living in an exceptional facility. Strong people/
communication skills needed. Must be flexible and 
have impeccable references and experience in hospi-
tality/facility maintenance. Background/knowledge in 
wine and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowledge in 
hiking/construction and outdoors is good also. Email 
mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 2/11) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big garage on 3,14 

acres land, water, sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private paved road, 
mountain view. (st. 10/7) 

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY FOR SALE! 
Imagine getting one of the best panoramic views in 
Highlands.10 acres of land backing up to the national 
forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft main house with an 
available 2 bedroom guest house and a putting green 
and horseshoe pit for $990,000! Better hurry before 
my wife changes her mind. Please text or ring Paul at 
678-516-8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES 
Highlands-Cashiers Handyman -- Repairs, remod-

eling, painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free estimates. Insured. 
Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (St. 1/20) 

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRICES – Call me! 
Private, Personal and Professional caregiver, companion 
or sitter. I am available to work with each clients needs, 
days and hours. 828-507-1692. (st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (st. 9/16)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedi-
cated to my clients. Stop paying agency prices and call 
me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic, 
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (10/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & 
FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

RICARDO MORALES
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...STRs continued from page 19

•HigHLanDs scHooL BasketBaLL•

appurtenant to single-family dwellings are 
private garages, noncommercial buildings 
such as greenhouses and workshops and no 
residential lodging of  any kind is allowed.

Attorney Justice said that for an acces-
sory building to be habitable it would have 
to meet the county building code so habi-
tation in an accessory building that doesn’t 
meet the building code is a nonissue. 

Commissioner Marc Hehn wondered 
if  kitchens should be allowed in habitable 
accessory buildings and if  a rule concerning 
the number of  kitchens on a parcel should 
be discussed – which presumably could cur-
tail STRs in general.

Commissioner John Dotson said a lot 
of  homes in all Highlands’ residential dis-
tricts have more than one kitchen so that 
would not be fair or doable.

Regarding violations cited by a code 
enforcement officer, much was discussed 
about who would be responsible -- the own-
er or the manager of  the property, even if  it’s 
a real estate company – or both.

The Planning Board suggested three 
strikes and you are out for six months if  
cited for violations regarding noise, garbage 
or parking.

Police Chief  Andrea suggested making 
the owner the citable and responsible party 
whose records and contact information 
would be readily available versus a manager.

“We need one person who owns the 
home to be responsible. Trying to hold a 
company or the person who just happens 
to be holding a job at the time responsible, 
would be difficult,” she said. “We need to 
stick to one person.”

Justice said for sure the owner who is 
the permit holder will be held accountable 
but when someone other than the owner – 
like a manager is in charge – the manager 
could be cited, too.

Finally, Commissioner Amy Patterson 
brought up the elephant in the room – vest-
ed interests and grandfathering.

She contended that a non-conforming 

use – a use allowed because it was started 
prior to ordinances prohibiting such – is 
not the same as a vested right.

But Justice said the two are synony-
mous.

“Non-conforming is a local govern-
ment term and vesting is a court term and 
they are one in the same,” he said. “I suggest 
you look at Godfrey vs. Zoning Board of  
Adjustment. The terms are synonymous.”

In that case, the Zoning Board of  Ad-
justment held that the owners’ use of  the 
property was a nonconforming use and was 
entitled to continuation under the zoning 
ordinance.

However, regarding that, if  accepted, 
an amended part of  the UDO was dis-
cussed. It would read: a nonconforming use 
shall not be changed, enlarged or expanded, 
including expanding use into any part of  
a building or property not previously oc-
cupied or in use as the date when the legal 
nonconformity was established.

But that, too, raises questions, as the 
town has long held that if  a non-comform-
ing structure is demolished or burned to 
the ground, it can be rebuilt on the same 
footprint as long as it doesn’t become more 
non-conforming. Obviously, the struc-
ture will change when rebuilt, so the word 
“change” in that statment is confusing.

From the beginning, Justice has said 
that STRs in existence today in any zone 
would be allowed to continue by the cur-
rent owner or a new owner unless renting 
stopped for 24 months. He said the vested 
right goes with the land not the owner, 
whether old or new. 

Since the issue of  vested interests is 
a hot topic, Justice suggested that part be 
tackled separately so the board can move 
forward at a fair pace.

The required Public Hearing is Thurs-
day, Feb. 24 at 5 p.m. at the Community 
Building.

– Kim Lewicki

Lady Highlanders defend home turf against BREC
Highlands girls varsity basketball team hosted Blue Ridge Early College on Tues-

day and won solidly with a 79-45 final.
Left: Highlands Hayley Borino takes the ball coast to coast with BREC Peyton Bryson on her 
heels.

Highlands varsity boys beat BREC at home
Highlands boys varsity basketball team took on Blue Ridge Early College at 

home on Tuesday and won with a final score of 54-35.
Bottom left: Highlands Jeffrey Olvera takes an off-balance jump shot with BREC Tyler Green in 

Photos by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Available for 
2022
email 

highlandseditor@aol.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
11a-4p &
5:30-til?
Closed 
Weds & 

Sun night 

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

CLOSED 
JAN. 1-FEB. 16
HAPPY NEW 

YEAR

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

See you in the 
Spring of 2022

40 Years of Fine Dining

114 N. 4th Street     
(828) 526.8300      

#1 
REAL ESTATE FIRM ON THE PLATEAU

$291M
SALES VOLUME

$1M
AVERAGE SALES PRICE

2021

1371  Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.4104

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS


