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The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Why Brevard is taking 
on the nation’s largest 

hospital system – part 2

Highlands is named a ‘Best 
Small Town for Shopping’
Places 5th among 19 towns nominated across the country

Highlands is a winner in the 
2022 USA TODAY 10Best Read-
ers’ Choice travel award contest 
for “Best Small Town for Shop-
ping.”  After weeks of  online vot-

ing, Highlands placed fifth among 
the 19 towns nominated nation-
wide.  

Highlands was nominated 

Brevard is not the first is-
sue to file a lawsuit against HCA, 
which grossed more than $50 
billion in 2020, according to the 
June 3 complaint. Another case 
filed in Buncombe County last 
summer by a group of  individu-
als alleged the same monopolis-
tic practices. But Brevard is the 
first local government in Western 
North Carolina to take this step.

Even so, HCA spokesperson 
Nancy Lindell said Brevard’s law-
suit was “beyond disappointing” 
specifically because the hospital 
system’s CEO Sam Hazen met 
with Copelof  and other com-
munity members just a month 
before the complaint was filed. 

The meeting before the lawsuit
In May 2021, Hazen traveled 

to Transylvania County to meet 
with Copelof  and a handful of  
other individuals concerned with 
HCA’s practices in Transylvania 
County. Among those was Mark 

Weinstein, president and CEO of  
nonprofit Brevard Music Center. 

“It was amazing that this 
guy, the head of  this multibillion-
dollar operation, would come and 
visit with us and talk to us,” Wein-
stein said. “It was encouraging.”

Weinstein served on Transyl-
vania Regional Hospital’s board 
of  directors until he and fel-
low board member Parker Platt, 
owner of  a Brevard architecture 
firm, resigned in September 2021.

Weinstein and Platt stepped 
down after realizing that board 
members had “no real ability to 
have any kind of  positive im-
pact” while HCA was in charge, 
the pair wrote in an opinion 
piece for the Transylvania Times. 

Weinstein said he was ex-
cited when HCA bought the 
local hospital — expecting 
growth and exceptional health 
care to follow the sale. Since 

The FY 2022-’23 budget 
was finalized and passed 4-1 with 
very little fanfare at Thursday’s 
June Town Board meeting.

Commissioner Marc Hehn 

voted against it because he had 
issues with the Treasurer’s report.

Interestingly, the budget that 
passed following the required 
public hearing that same night, 

was less than the budget present-
ed at the May Town Board meet-
ing.

May’s proposed bud-

$27.4 million budget passes for FY ‘22-’23
No tax increase nor increase for town services

At the June 16 Town Board 
meeting, Mayor Pat Taylor out-
lined the upcoming meetings and 
steps the town is taking regarding 
Short-term Rentals in Highlands.

He explained both the 
steps required for the adoption 
of  the Comprehensive Plan and 
its STR verbiage and the steps 
required for adopting STR ver-
biage amendments to the town’s 
Unified Development Ordinance 
(UDO) – which are two very dif-
ferent things.

The Comprehensive Plan 
– a plan mandated by the state 
and required to be adopted by all 
municipalities that have zoning by 
July 1, 2022 – is just a policy plan 
that must be consistent with the 
town’s Land Use plan as well as its 
Unified Development Ordinance 
(UDO). Nothing in the Compre-

Town lays 
out the 

map to STR 
changes
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"Gucci. .... And you? 

At last Thursday’s High-
lands Town Board 
meeting commissioners 

passed a 27.4 million dollar bud-
get for this coming fiscal year.   I 
hope that budget number in-
creases by September.  Let me ex-
plain, I’m not talking about more 
spending or a tax increase.

In May, the town submitted 
grants to the state for funding 
several important infrastructure 
projects.  We submitted a grant 
for replacing an aging water pre-clarifier 
tank and the refurbishing of  a pump station 
at the water plant. We are requesting about 
4.75 million dollars for this grant project. 
Another grant was submitted for replacing 
an aging two-inch galvanized water line on 
Dog Mountain and for the replacement of  
a small, undersize water tank. This grant re-
quest is for 3.4 million dollars.  If  we are 
awarded both grants the town would re-
ceive over 8 million dollars from the state. 
As a result, the board would have to recog-
nize the funding and add it to the budget. 
So, instead of  a 27.3 million dollar budget, 
it could be several million dollars more.

Now I am not sure about 
what revenue the grants will gen-
erate.  Our staff  believes we have 
submitted strong applications and 
have demonstrated a critical need 
for support.  But, the grants are 
competitive and there is no guar-
antee they will be funded. It is very 
likely we could receive partial fund-
ing from the state.  In that case the 
town would have to cover the re-
mainder in order to complete the 

projects.  Partial funding, say 4 or 5 million, 
would be better than no funding at all. A lot 
of  infrastructure funding is now available. 
Highlands simply wants a fair share.

Earlier this year we allocated our por-
tion of  the American Rescue Plan funds 
toward replacing an aging two-inch water-
line on Morewood Drive. The good news is 
that project is now completed and residents 
should be back on line with a new six-inch 
water line.  Several years ago, the town com-
pleted a similar project on Split Rail.  We will 
continue our program of  replacing the aging 
two-inch waterlines in the system.

There are several updates on road proj-
ects involving NCDOT and the town.  Plans 
are moving forward to pave Big Bear Pen 
from Upper Lake Road down to Chestnut 
Street.  NCDOT has completed two envi-
ronmental impact studies and are in the fi-
nal stages of  designing the project.  It will 
be several months before construction gets 
underway. The town will have to coordinate 
with NCDOT in relocating town utilities.  

Our town staff  recently talked with 
NCDOT officials about the short unpaved 
section from Upper Lake to Bowery Road.  
The unpaved section is a state road.  The 
DOT folks indicated they would be open to 
giving that road section to the town so pav-
ing could continue to Bowery. Many years 
ago when the town limits were expanded out 
to the Bowery area, that section was never 
converted to a town road.  There are sev-
eral other small, unpaved state roads, such 
as a section of  Wingina, that might also fall 
under the same consideration. The rationale 
for paving unpaved roads has been to mini-
mize erosion and sedimentation in our water 
impoundment areas.

With grant funding, more infrastructure 
improvements are possible
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Transportation provided 
from Old Edwards Inn 
starting at 6 pm.
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net • See LETTER page 10

24 E. Main Street
Franklin, NC

828-369-7300

Drive Drive 
aa

little... little... 
Save Save 

a a 
LOT!LOT!

B o h o  C h i c !B o h o  C h i c !

Boutique • Jewelry • Accessories

– Open Letter – 
From:  Attorney Robert c. Carpenter of  Allen Stahl & Kilbourne representing Save Highlands
To:      Town Attorney Jay Coward and Town Manager Josh Ward 
Re:      Public Records Request
Dear Jay,

As you know, the issue of  regulating vacation rentals has been a prominent topic in Highlands since August of  
2021. There have been many Board of  Commissioner and Planning Board meetings on the topic. We know there 
have been many more closed door meetings, phone calls, text messages, emails, and other forms of  communication 
that include public officials regarding the regulation of  vacation rentals.

All such communications would concern the transaction of  public business under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 132-1. They 
are therefore rightfully public records. We therefore request such documents and other public records of  the Town 
from the time period of  August 1, 2021, to the present as further specified below.

1. The closed session meeting minutes for any closed session held pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-318.10(e) 
between August 24, 2021, and the present.

2. All meeting minutes from Planning Board meetings held from August 2021 to the present.
3. All meeting minutes from the Zoning Board meetings held from August 2021 to the present.
4. All completed “Short Term Rental Zoning Compliance Permits” and “Non- Conforming Use 
Permits.”
5. Any contract with any newspaper for the publication of  legal notices for the Town.
6. The “proper notice of  the public hearing” and the “affidavit” referenced in the June 9, 2022, public statement 

of  the Town.
7. Records indicating the amount of  money paid to legal counsel from August 2021 to the present.
8. Drafts of  changes to ordinances including work product of  attorneys for the Town. See McCormick v. Han-

son Aggregates Se., Inc., 164 N.C. App. 459, 473, 596 S.E.2d 431, 439 (2004) (“work product [of  City Attorney] was 
subject to disclosure under the [Public Records Act]” because there is no exception for attorney work product under 
the Public Records Act)

9. Any grant or denial of  a non-conforming use permit issued by the Town.
10. Communications – whether by email, text message or other means – to and from Josh Ward or Michael 

Mathis and the following persons regarding short term rentals, vacation rentals, and the comprehensive land use plan.
a. Any owner of  real property in Highlands;
b. Other Town employees, including among themselves;
c. Any public official of  the Town, including, but not limited to the Mayor, members of  the Board of  Commis-

sioners, and members of  the Planning Board;
d. The Highlands Neighborhood Coalition, Highlands Neighborhood Preservation, Inc., Cathy Henson, Tom 

Coley, Bill Long, Lila Howland, Kelly Cochran McDuff, Charles M. Nalbone, or legal counsel for any of  these per-
sons;

e. A member of  the media.
11. Communications – whether by email, text message or other means – to and from the Mayor and/or Board 

of  Commissioners and the following persons regarding short term rentals, vacation rentals, and the comprehensive 
land use plan.

a. Any owner of  real property in Highlands;
b. Any Town employee;
c. Any other public official of  the Town, including, but not limited to the Mayor, members of  the Board of  

Commissioners, and members of  the Planning Board;
d. The Highlands Neighborhood Coalition, Highlands Neighborhood Preservation, Inc., Cathy Henson, Tom 

Coley, Bill Long, Lila Howland, Kelly Cochran McDuff, Charles M. Nalbone, or legal counsel for any of  these per-
sons;

e. A member of  the media.
12. Phone records of  Josh Ward, Mayor Patrick Taylor, John Dotson, Amy Patterson, Brian Stiehler, and Eric 

Pierson (since Mr. Pierson has been in office) showing any phone calls or text messages made with the persons listed 
in Request 11 and any records that identify the phone numbers and phone carrier (e.g. Verizon, AT&T, etc.) of  these 
individuals.

13. Meeting notes, calendar entries, and other similar documents regarding any meeting of  the subcommittee of  
the Board of  Commissioners formed to consider changes to the UDO.

14. Meeting notes, calendar entries, and other similar documents regarding any meeting held or conversation 
between the Mayor and/or Board of  Commissioners and those persons listed in Request 11.

15. Communications – whether by email, text message or other means – to and from members of  the Planning 
Board and the following persons regarding short term rentals, vacation rentals, and the comprehensive land use plan.

a. Any owner of  real property in Highlands;
b. Any Town employee;
c. Any other public official of  the Town, including, but not limited to the Mayor, members of  the Board of  

Commissioners, and members of  the Planning Board;
d. The Highlands Neighborhood Coalition, Highlands Neighborhood Preservation, Inc., Cathy Henson, Tom 

Coley, Bill Long, Lila Howland, Kelly Cochran McDuff, Charles M. Nalbone, or legal counsel for any of  these per-
sons; 

e. A member of  the media.
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Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide,
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER 

Mobile # (828) 371-0730

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER
Mobile # (404) 218-9123

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN  |  $1,297,000  |  MLS# 99167
Walk to everything Highlands has to offer from this great home! Two living 
areas on the main floor are divided by a see-through fireplace for multi-
ple entertaining options. The kitchen is beautifully updated with gorgeous 
cabinetry, granite countertops, gleaming stainless steel appliances, and 
tile floor, and space for breakfast. The master has access to the covered 
veranda and has a wet room, tub, and shower combination, a beautiful 
vanity, and upscale lighting. The lower level has a spa-styled sauna plus 
a playroom with a pool table.

5
BR

4
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1
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

Lunch & Dinner

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 10p 
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Celebrating 28 years
American Cuisine with a 

Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
www.wolfgangs.net

Open 
Wednesday-Sunday

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30---o:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Preparing an of the good things on those days! 
493 Dillard Road 

828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Breakfast & Lunch 
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week
In Wright Square •• 137 Main St, Highlands

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Open
for our 38th Season!

•HigHlanDs Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

..HIGHLANDS continued from 
page 1

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, pasta salads, 
bakery items, and SECRET daily specials. 

Freshly made and ready for pick up. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p  

Saturday • noon to 8p for Music in the Park!

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 beverages are available!

Now deliverying to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $2 minimum tip

by a panel of  editors and experts as part of  the contest. 
Nominees for all categories are chosen by a panel that in-
cludes a combination of  editors from USA TODAY; edi-
tors from 10Best.com; relevant expert contributors; and 
sources for both these media and other Gannett proper-
ties. 

The contest allowed voters to select the winner, al-
lowing one online vote each day until it closed on June 
6. The top ten winners in the “Best Small Town for 
Shopping” were announced June 17 and are as follows:  
Frenchtown, N.J., Rhinebeck, N.Y., Montpelier, Vt., Cape 
May, N.J., Highlands, N.C.,  Dahlonega, Ga., Carmel-by-
the-Sea, Calif., Sedona, Ariz., New Hope, Pa., and Cam-
den, Maine. 

Other towns which were nominated but did not place 
in the 10Best include Aspen, Colo., Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
Healdsburg, Calif., Lahaina, Hawaii, Mendocino, Calif., 
Paia, Hawaii, Saugerties, N.Y., St. Michaels, Md. and Sun 
Valley, Idaho. 

“The picturesque Main Street in the small North Car-
olina town of  Highlands is a shopper’s paradise stocking 
a little of  everything – sportswear, gift items, European 
and American antiques, home decor and accessories, fine 
art and kitchen gear,” reads the description on the 10Best 
website.  

“Congratulations to our business community and 
town for being recognized in this national contest for the 
quality experience it gives to visitors and residents alike,” 
says Kay McHan, executive director of  the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.  

Fri., June 24: SUMMER COCKTAILS in the courtyard with 
Farm2Cocktail at 6:30 p.m. $40/person. Call for details. 
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...BREVARD continued from page 1

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 37th year in Highlands

June June 
SpecialsSpecials

25% off 
cleaning 
& repairs

EXTENDED

To Order Come In or Call

then, however, he said he’s been 
disappointed and discouraged.  

That article in the local 
newspaper stated, “In almost all 
instances, from the essentials of  
staff  and community relations 
to marketing to the mass exodus 
of  our physicians, our inability 
to provide direction or influence 
decisions have been apparent.”

Weinstein and Platt sat in on 
the May meeting with Hazen to 
express their concerns that the 
hospital was being operated from 
the top down rather than with in-
put from community members. 

During that meeting, Wein-
stein said the idea to create a 
“community council,” a group 
intended to link citizen concerns 
directly to hospital officials, was 
established. The 10-person coun-
cil, which includes three physi-
cians, has met only once so far.

Regardless of  how the lawsuit 
unfolds — if  Brevard does win 
and a jury requires HCA to pay the 
city’s legal fees and “recover three-
fold the damages determined to 
have been sustained by (Brevard) 
as a result of  Defendants’ miscon-
duct” — the community council 
will still gather to discuss issues with 
hospital officials, Weinstein said. 

Aside from the establish-
ment of  the council, the meet-
ing appears to have been less 
productive than HCA assumed. 

“We hoped that meeting 
would be the beginning of  a 
thoughtful and ongoing dialogue 
about health care in the city of  Bre-
vard and the broader Transylvania 
County region,” HCA’s Lindell 
said last week. “In fact, we provid-
ed information requested during 
the meeting and hosted our first 
Community Council meeting just 
this week. At no point did Mayor 
Copelof  mention this apparently 

long-planned lawsuit, which is 
frustrating and undermines what 
we thought were sincere efforts to 
build open, constructive relation-
ships and lines of  communication. 
We will now turn our attention and 
efforts to vigorously defending the 
lawsuit while continuing to provide 
excellent health care to the citi-
zens of  Western North Carolina.”

Copelof  said the lawsuit 
has been in the works for several 
months, and while she “appreci-
ates” Hazen meeting with her in 
May, that conversation surrounded 
issues specific to Transylvania Re-
gional Hospital that are not “di-
rectly addressed in the lawsuit.”

“The lawsuit deals specifi-
cally with predatory monopolis-
tic actions by HCA that impact 
available health care options and 
raise the cost for self-funded 
health care plans in the region 
and specifically the self-funded 
plan that we offer to city of  Bre-
vard employees,” Copelof  said. 

“Both the community con-
cerns and the larger systemic prac-
tices alleged in the lawsuit are, how-
ever, related in that they impact 
the overall availability of  quality 
healthcare for our local community.  

“As such, I will continue to 
work on those issues that can 
be resolved locally via our com-
munity council and the larger 
issues of  monopolistic prac-
tices in the region will be ad-
dressed via the legal system.”

Other counties react
The lawsuit alleges HCA’s 

monopoly has impacted sev-
en Western North Carolina 
counties. The hope, McKeller 
said, is that those counties will 
join the lawsuit as plaintiffs. 

Whether Madison, Mitch-
ell, Buncombe, Transylvania, 
McDowell and Macon counties 

will join remains up in the air.
“I will tell you, since the law-

suit was filed, I have received a lot 
of  phone calls,” McKeller said. 

Carolina Public Press 
reached out to each of  the coun-
ties and the city of  Asheville 
and asked whether they planned 
to join the lawsuit. Representa-
tives of  Macon, McDowell and 
Transylvania counties as well 
as Asheville declined to com-
ment, citing attorney-client 
confidentiality, or said no offi-
cial decisions have been made.

Buncombe County, how-
ever, reacted to the lawsuit in a 
roundabout way during its June 
7 County Commission meeting 
when commissioners approved a 
letter of  support for a new, alter-
natively owned hospital — citing 
the need for more acute care beds 
and residents becoming “increas-
ingly vocal of  their desire for im-
proved access and patient choice,” 
a county press release stated. 

“There’s at least two non-
profit hospitals who have submit-
ted proposals or expressed their 
intent to submit proposals (for a 
new hospital),” Buncombe Coun-
ty Commission Chair Brownie 
Newman said, specifying that the 
two interested entities were Ad-
ventHealth and Novant Health. 

“The letter that’s been 
drafted does not endorse any 
one organization over the other 
but does endorse that we would 
like to see additional alternatives 
for families who need health 
care in our areas as well as en-
dorsing the idea that it would 
be desirable to have a nonprofit 
hospital serving the region.”

Commissioners unani-
mously approved the letter. No 
further plans about establishing 
a new hospital were discussed.

See part 1 at www.highland-
sinfo.com/PDFs/22june16.pdf

The H-C Chamber Music Fes-
tival’s 2022 season, premieres with 
Three Concertmasters on Friday, 
July 1, and Saturday, July 2. 

This performance showcases 
the talents of  David Coucheron 
of  The Atlanta Symphony;  Martin 
Chalifour of  The Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic; and David Kim of  the 

Philadelphia Orchestra; with Eliza-
beth Pridgen on piano.  

The regular Concert Series are 
held Fridays and Sundays at the Per-
forming Arts Center at 507 Chest-
nut St. and Saturdays and Mondays 
at the Village Green Commons in 
Cashiers on Frank Allen Rd. 

Additional programs and 

events, include an Interlude Con-
cert, the annual Family Concerts 
and Ice Cream Social, classes with 
the Center for Life Enrichment in 
Highlands, and the Salons and Fes-
tival Feasts.

For more info or to pur-
chase tickets, call  (828) 526-9060, 
email hccmfnc@gmail.com.

The HCCMF 2022 season begins July 1
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in the Carolinas
With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable 
force in real estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and 
world-class connections, the firm’s recent partnership with the No.1 real estate company 
in the Carolinas, Allen Tate Realtors, has only strengthened our ability to serve our clients.

Locally rooted. Globally connected.
®Allen Tate Realtors  is a founding member of Leading Real Estate Companies of the W ®orld  and Luxury Portfolio 

International (LPI). This network provides global exposure to high net-worth individuals, attracting buyers to some 
of the world’s most remarkable homes on luxuryportfolio.com and in publications such as the Wall Street Journal.

Highlands-Downtown | Main Office
828.526.8784

Wildcat/Cashiers Office
828.526.4525
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• See STR page 14

...LETTER continued from page 4

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s 

International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

10 Highpoint Drive, Scaly Mountain, NC
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, furnished

MLS #: R98705A Asking $525,000

The Perfect Mountain Cabin ...STR
continued from page 1

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

465 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

16. Meeting notes, calendar entries, and other similar documents regarding any meeting 
held or conversation between the members of  the Planning Board and those persons listed in 
Request 15.

17. All non-privileged communications within and between the Town and its employees, 
Mayor, Board of  Commissioners, Planning Board members, and/or attorney(s) not otherwise 
requested herein and regarding short term rentals, vacation rentals, and the comprehensive land 
use plan.

18. Documents showing the rental history of  property owned by Commissioner John 
Dotson in Highlands, including calendars of  previous and prospective stays and any rental 
contract used by John Dotson for the rental of  said property.

19. Documents showing the income John Dotson received from the rental of  property 
he owns in Highlands.

20. Communications between John Dotson and any future or current tenant of  his prop-
erty regarding the rental of  his property.

We understand that searching for and compiling the communications, in particular, may 
take time. You may therefore produce requests 1-9 as soon as possible and then produce the 
other requests once compiled. We do request that everything be produced within 30 days. 
Please keep me apprised of  the Town’s ability to meet this timeline.

Best Regards, 
Robert “Bo” Carpenter

HCCMF’s ‘Best of Beethoven’ 
to be performed at The Bascom June 26
Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music 

Festival previews its dazzling 2022 season 
with a unique collaboration with The Bas-
com Center for the Visual Arts, set for 5 
p.m. Sunday, June 26, at The Bascom.

The Amernet String Quartet will per-
form The Best of  Beethoven at The Bas-
com. The Amernet, praised for their “intel-

ligence” and “immensely satisfying” playing 
by The New York Times, has garnered rec-
ognition as one of  today’s exceptional string 
quartets and are Ensemble-in-Residence at 
Florida International University in Miami. 

Refreshments will be served and reser-
vations are required – call (828) 526-9060. 

hensive Plan is regulatory, it’s just a road 
map for the future – a series of  recommen-
dations and suggestions regarding all things 
Highlands. 

The UDO details specific dos and 
don’ts – rules and regulations regarding 
land use and zoning.

With the STR controversy in the mix 
it’s gotten a little confusing.

General Comprehensive Plan recom-
mendations for STRs from Chad Essick of  
Poyner and Spruill were heard at the special 
closed meeting on June 10 and subsequent-
ly have been included in the Comprehen-
sive Plan.

The required public hearing for the 
Comprehensive Plan is June 30 at 6 p.m. in 
the Community Building. It’s assumed that 
after the public hearing the Comprehensive 
Plan will be adopted that night just in time 
for the July 1 deadline. 

The amendments regarding STRs in 
the Comprehensive Plan are on the town 
website and Atty Essick’s suggestions re-
garding section LU 5.5 under Land Uses 
were incorporated.

Land Uses LU 5.5 reads — “Consider 
updating land use regulations to define 
short-term rentals as a use and establish 
geographic restrictions, approval require-
ments and/or performance-based stan-
dards for the use.”

Atty Essick said: “On page 67 of  the 
Comprehensive Plan — LU 5.5 includes 
suggestions regarding the regulations of  
STRs, some of  which the proposed ordi-
nance includes and others that it does not. 
Specifically, the proposed ordinance does 
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.•

Pat Gleeson
Highlands-Sotheby’s 
International Realty

828.526.8300

Living the “ruff” life in Highlands
“Dogs are not our whole life, 

but they make our life whole”   
  (Roger Caras)

Dear Human,
My name is Gemma Glee-

son.  I’m a 77-year-old (11 in 
people years) Yellow Labrador 
living in Highlands, NC.  My 
Parents are Real Estate Brokers 
at Sotheby’s and asked me to 
write about why Highlands and 
Cashiers are the perfect place 
for 4-legged families.  It’s the 
truth, dogs are more accepted 
here than just about anywhere.  
Several of  my friends say we 
get treated better than most mother-in-
Laws, rich uncles, and yuppies (I always say 
it’s better to be a puppy than a yuppie).

I would like to share exactly why you 
should consider investing in Highlands and 
Cashiers either part-time or all the time like 
me.  Simply put, we dogs deserve to be 
here along with our kids and extended dog 
family.  Just last week, we hosted “Cain,” 
a chocolate, lab buddy from Columbia, 
SC and “Chili,” a cream, golden retriever 
from Atlanta, GA.  Both ignored my ad-
vice and annoyingly barked at the bears as 
they ambled harmlessly through our yard, 
chewed up a couple of  my toys, and along 
with my neighbor “Brice” decided to eat the 
charcuterie tray on my parent’s coffee table 
(including the stinky 
cheese).  Some of  my 
younger less-educated 
friends are still learning 
their manners, and they 
paid the price that eve-
ning which my parents 
had to clean up.

Life as a canine 
here is special.  I ditched 
my dog pen a long time 
ago because I run free-
ly without much threat 
of  speeding cars, buses, 
or trucks like some of  
you city dogs.  In fact, 
I really don’t see many 
cars unlike my days in 
Atlanta.  My parents 
carry a leash on our 
walks, but hardly ever 
use it unless we run 

Gemma Gleeson

into a nervous owner from a big 
city.  It rains here pretty much 
every day, so there’s plenty of  
mud holes.  When I need a 
wash, I’ll head to Mirror Lake, 
Harris Lake, Lake Sequoyah, or 
any number of  nearby streams.  
All of  the water is clean, cold, 
and sure beats the dumb bottled 
stuff  (only a human would call it 
Smart Water).

I go everywhere with my 
parents, and in downtown High-
lands dogs have celebrity status.  
Many merchants have water 
bowls and offer doggie treats.  I 
can lick ice cream that’s dripped 

to the sidewalk from a kid’s cone in a couple 
of  places, and a lot of  restaurants have out-
door seating so I can hang out with humans 
for lunch and dinner.  I take a wide berth 
around those places handing out “free” cos-
metics which in fact will cost you a fortune.  
I travel in style, because there’s one of  those 
Orvis cradle-beds in the back seat of  our 
cars.  I can actually hang my head out the 
window at high speeds without any mosqui-
tos pelting me in the face (it’s too cold up 
here for many bugs).

In closing, I would tell your parents 
“ruff-aarf-woof-yelp-grrr” (which means, 
Let’s head for Highlands).  I’ll introduce 
you to Brice, Cain, Buddy, Otis, and all of  
my friends.  A very special shout out to my 

friend “Lucy,” who was 
an absolute angel here 
on earth.  We lost her 
last week.  God’s Speed 
Lucy!

Love,
Gemma

• Pat Gleeson, Bee 
Gleeson, Christal Green 
and Gemma are proud 
to be a team of  “Help-
ers” and Real Estate 
Brokers at Highlands-
Sotheby’s International 
Realty in downtown 
Highlands (Kitty Corner 
from Old Edwards Inn). 
You can reach all of  us 
at 828.526.8300.  Please 
stop by for coffee and 
conversation.
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...BUDGET continued from page 1"Martinis & Mozart" Wednesday, July 13th@ 5:30 PM Orchard House @ Old Edwards Farm - Highlands 
HCCMF presents, in 
collaboration with 
the Old Edwards 

Hospitality Group, a 
special concert 
featuring the 

Ulysses String 
Quartet. 

Refreshments 
will be served 
and a cash bar 

will be available. 

Price: $75/person -
call 828-526-9060 

for required 
reservations. 

Sponsored by 
Dianne and Myron Mall. 

HIOHLAN.OS 
CASHieRS 
� � 
FeSTIVA� 

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www.h-cmusicfestival.org 

hccmfnc@gmail.com 
(828) 526-9060

summertime 
SUNDAY SUPPER
at THE FARM
August 28

With Chef Cole Ellis of Delta Meat  
Market in Cleveland, MS  
& Chef Rob McDaniel of  
Helen in Birmingham  
|  Live Music
book online

OldEdwardsInn.com 
Highlands, NC

get of  revenues and expenditures was 
$28,282,743; the budget that passed last 
week was $27,392,428.

“Since the budget presentation on 
May 19, the Morewood Road Waterline 
Improvement Project was completed re-
moving $550,000 from the Capital Projects 
Fund expenditures. Also, the majority of  
the walkway access to the clear-well at the 
water treatment plant has been completed 
reducing the expenditure within the Wa-
ter Treatment Plant capital by $135,000,” 
said Town Manager Josh Ward. “In addi-
tion, the upcoming fiber lease payments of  
$212,500 were added as revenue within the 
general fund for the last two quarters of  FY 
2022-’23.”

Capital Expenditures included in the 
budget total $6,328,304, some of  which are 
carryover from FY 2021-‘22 due to supply 
chain shortages, said Ward.

Hotwire payments
At the Town Board meeting, Commis-

sioner Hehn said he had seen the red-line 
Hotwire contract documents that the law-
yer in Washington, DC sent and suggested 
he had found something that enabled the 
town to get paid more than it had expected. 

However, Ward and Treasurer Rebec-
ca Shuler said the projected fiber revenue 
amount that affected the 2022-’23 budget 
had nothing to do with the red-line docu-
ments Hehn was referring to.

“I wanted to clarify something that 
was said at the board meeting,” said Shul-
er. “The red-line fiber draft versions had 
nothing to do with my calculations regard-
ing revenue in the FY 2022-’23 budget as 
I haven’t seen or read them. In addition, I 
have not had any discussions with anyone 
other than Josh about these numbers.”

She said the way to calculate the ex-
pected fiber revenue for FY 2022-’23 bud-
get purposes was “pretty straight forward 
in the contract after the first year had past. I 
just wanted to set the record straight.”

According to the Hotwire lease: For 
the use and occupancy of  the Highlands 
system assets, beginning on the first full 
quarter of  the second year of  the lease and 
throughout the lease term, Hotwire will pay 
to the town the rent in consecutive equal 
quarterly installments of  $106,250 on the 
45th day after the end of  each calendar 
quarter with respect to the preceding cal-
endar quarter. 

The contract was signed in November 
2021.

As per the contract, the end of  the first 
full quarter will be March 2023 and Hot-

wire has until May 15, 2023 to pay. The 
next payment is due June 2023 which can 
be paid by Aug. 15, 2023 and will be ac-
crued to be correctly reflected within the 
FY 2022-’23 budget at the end of  the fis-
cal year – June 30, if  it’s not paid by then. 
The next payment is due Sept. 23 but can 
be paid by Nov. 15. 

To present a balanced budget, it was 
necessary to appropriate $2,236,219.86 
from undesignated General Fund Balance, 
$2,647,041.89 from Water Fund Balance, 
$1,358,962.00 Sewer Fund Balance and 
$213,750 from the Sanitation Fund Bal-
ance.

These fund balance appropriations 
were used to offset capital project deficits 
and debt service within several depart-
ments.

Ward said all funds are self-support-
ing and with the exception of  the Sanita-
tion Department where there is a $78,750 
shortfall, they don’t require a fund balance 
appropriation to operate.

The first thing citizens want to know 
is “Are taxes or fees going to increase?” 

The ad valorem property tax rate re-
mains at $0.1565 per $100 valuation. The 
tax rate does include .015 earmarked for 
street paving projects, which is scheduled 
to sunset June 30 of  2023. 

The valuations are determined by the 
Macon and Jackson counties tax depart-
ments and the approximate property valu-
ation of  $1,856,000,000 with an estimated 
collection rate of  98%.

The Highlands Volunteer Fire De-
partment tax rate remains at 3 cents per 
$100 valuation which took effect FY 2019-
’20.

The current Town of  Highlands 
charges for water, sewer, electric and sani-
tation services remains unchanged.

Ward said the financial outlook for 
Highlands is strong.

“Highlands is an unique popular 
mountain getaway in close proximity to 
several large cities and many visitors are 
deciding to relocate to Highlands as per-
manent or part-time residents. I feel this 
trend will continue well into the future,” 
he said.

The Town’s undesignated Gen-
eral Fund Balance remains strong at 
$4,400,000, and with the exception of  
the Sanitation Department, all enterprise 
funds are stable and covering their operat-
ing costs.

“The Electric Fund continues to 
• See BUDGET page 13
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•Biz/org news• 

Open Every Day
9625 Dillard Road

Scaly Mountain, NC 
828-360-3533

HighlandsAerialPark.com

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

At the annual meeting of the 
Highlands Plateau Greenway, 
President Jim Ward 
presented the “Trail Worker 
of the Year” award to Mike 
King for his exceptional dedi-
cation to continued improve-
ment of the Greenway trail 
system over the past year.

provide funding when necessary to offset 
capital project costs in other departments. 
Due to the ability to transfer funds from 
the Electric Fund Balance, the town has 
been fortunate to keep its long-term debt 
extremely low,” said Ward.

The current Electric Reserve Fund is 
approximately $5,500,000.

The Local Option Sales Tax distribu-
tion is projected to remain strong, howev-
er, Kaye McHan, Director of  the Chamber 
of  Commerce said it has already seen a de-
crease in room tax proceeds which could 
mean a decrease in sales tax proceeds if  
less people seek short-term accommoda-
tions in area hotels, motels and rentals. 

However, a decrease in room tax fees 
may also be due to the fact that Mitchell’s 
Lodge has been taken out of  the mix; it 
is now employee housing for the Old Ed-
wards Hospitality Group.

Fees for the recreational uses at the 
Rec Park including the fitness center, 
swimming pool and pickleball are being 
increased. For instance, single and family 
memberships for one year at the fitness 
center was increased $50; 6-mth. mem-
bership by $25, etc. Annual pool mem-
berships have increased by $65; summer 
memberships by $20, monthly by $10, etc. 
The daily price at the pool went up a dollar 
from $3 per person to $4. These fees go 
into effect July 1, 2022.

The FY 2022-’23 budget includes a 
6% cost-of-living adjustment for employ-
ees and a 4% increase in the employee 
health insurance premiums with BlueCross 

BlueShield NC.
Legal Fees
After the FY 2022-’23 budget was ac-

cepted, budget amendments were made to 
close out the FY 2021-’22 budget.

Since revenues and expenditures must 
match, this is an annual procedure. One of  
the several budget amendments made were 
for legal fees in the amount of  $95,000.

“We made the $95,000 year-end bud-
get amendment because we had only bud-
geted $70,000 for legal fees and we are al-
ready about $67,000 over budget between 
our regular legal invoices and the STR legal 
invoices,” said Shuler. “Therefore, I made 
a budget amendment of  $95,000 to add to 
the $70,000 originally budgeted to cover 
the $136,106.92 already spent and to es-
timate what may still be charged for this 
fiscal year.” 

She said it’s hard to estimate exact 
costs because no one knows how much at-
torneys will bill for services before the end 
of  FY 2021-’22 which is June 30.  

As of  June 9, 2022, the STR attorneys 
billed and the town has paid $54,487.28. 

“That doesn’t include the extra 
amounts for our regular lawyer fees [to Jay 
Coward] that we have paid – $65,261.88 – 
for a total of  $119,749.16,” said Shuler.  

According to Shuler, as of  Thurs-
day, June 16, the total in STR related legal 
fees is $64,184.71 between Coward, Jus-
tus, Essick and Hagemann, with another 
$71,861.88 for normal legal fees to Cow-
ard for a total of  $136,106.92.

– Kim Lewicki

...BUDGET continued from page 12
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

• See STR page 19• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

...STR continued from page 10

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

not require a Special Use Permit and does 
not impose a minimum night stay require-
ment, as suggested in the LU 5.5. There-
fore, we would advise removing or amend-
ing those suggestions in LU 5.5 to align 
with the proposed ordinance.”

Subsequently, Town Manager Josh 
Ward said since the town doesn’t require 
Special Use Permits for any reason any-
more, that was taken out of  the Compre-

hensive Plan as was the minimum stay re-
quirement because at this point, that issue 
has not been finalized.

Commissioner Marc Hehn voted 
against setting the public hearing for the 
Comp Plan because he said he wasn’t al-
lowed to speak to the lawyers who attended 
the meeting virtually so that vote was 4-1.

Later during the June 10 meeting, com-
missioners heard legal counsel regarding the 

erred adoption of  amendments to the UDO 
regarding STRs that took place at the May 
Town Board meeting.

Since the February public hearing re-
garding STR amendments to the UDO 
wasn’t advertised correctly in The High-
lander newspaper Feb. 10 and Feb. 17, the 
amendments passed by the Town Board at 
the May meeting don’t count.

It should be noted that those amend-
ments were not what the Planning Board 
recommended. However, the Town Board 
doesn’t have to accept recommendations 
from the Planning Board regarding any issue 
– it just has to hear them.

After Save Highlands – the group for 
STRs – brought the publication “mishap” to 
light, it demanded the STR amendments to 
the UDO be rescinded.

After the special closed June 10 meet-
ing, Attorney Craig Justus, who the town 
hired early on to help with STR verbiage, 
but whose recommendations the board has 
mostly disregarded, drafted a notice saying 

there was nothing to rescind because the 
amendments weren’t lawfully adopted.

For the Town Board’s UDO STR 
amendments to be official, the Planning 
Board must see them, give its recommen-
dation followed by a public hearing on the 
matter followed then by possible adoption.

At its upcoming July 12 meeting at 
5:30 p.m. in the Community Building, the 
Planning Board will go over the Town 
Board’s STR amendments to the UDO that 
it passed in May.

A public hearing for UDO STR 
amendments will be July 28 at 6 p.m. in the 
Community Building.

However, if  the Planning Board needs 
more time, the mayor said the public hear-
ing could take place as late as Aug. 18.

“As everyone knows, we have to start 
this whole process over due to a technical 
miscommunication where proper notice 
wasn’t given in The Highlander newspa-
per,” said the mayor. “Hopefully by June 
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

Think ... July 4thThink ... July 4th
Think ...Think ...

Nancy’s Fancys Nancy’s Fancys 
Think ...Think ...

The Exchange The Exchange 
for Menfor Men

We have it all!We have it all!

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each Class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

WE MOVED to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

Castaway 
Lisette

St. Croix
Bordado

Ballin
Scott Barber

•Biz/org news•

The Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC re-
cently announced its latest round 
of grants to support local nonprof-
it organizations.

During a presentation on June 
9, representatives from eight High-
lands-area non-profit organizations 
received grants totaling $101,785. 
The funds will support special 
events or activities organized or 
hosted by the organizations, in-
cluding: 

• The Bascom for Program 
Marketing - $10,000

• Highlands Festivals for the 
Bear Shadow Music Festival - 
$50,000 

• Highlands-Cashiers Cham-
ber Music Festival - $7,500

• The Center for Life Enrich-
ment for Porchfest - $8,785

• Friends of Founders Park 
for the Low Country Shrimp Boil 
- $1,500

• The Highlands Historical So-
ciety for the Dazzling Dahlia Festi-
val - $7,500

• The Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival - $12,500

• The Rotary club of Highlands 
for the Twilight 5 K Run - $4,000 

Each year, the Highlands 
Chamber of Commerce/Visit 
Highlands, NC supports local non-
profit organizations through its 
Tourism Grant Program and spon-
sorship programs. The program is 
funded by a portion of occupancy 
taxes collected from guests staying 
in Highlands’ accommodations. A 
committee of volunteers headed 
by Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce/Visit Highlands, NC Board 

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC awards 8 grants – 

$101,785 –  to local organizations

Photo by Luke Osteen

of Directors Member Charlotte 
Muir, along with staff, reviewed the 
grant applications and recommend-
ed approval. 

Since July 1, 2021, the be-
ginning of the current fiscal year, 
$255,521.06 has been invested back 
into the community through the 
grants program. 

“It is an honor to be stewards 
of these funds that are invested 
back into our community,” says 

Kaye McHan, executive director. “As 
a non-profit organization ourselves, 
we understand and share the goal of 
making Highlands a great place to 
live, work and visit.” 
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NEW Rec Pool Schedule:
• Public Swim: Mon.-Thurs. 11a-

7p; Fri. & Sat. 11a-6p; Sunday 1-6p 
828-526-1595.

Sundays
• Church in the Wildwood’s 

hymn sing is at the Highlands United 
Methodist Church on Main Street in 
the Old Fellowship Hall instead of 
the Horsecove location. Come sing 
your favorite hymns from 7-8 pm. En-
ter from Main Street. Questions? Call 
Les Scott at 828-200-9532.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate.Questions? Visit www.maconn-
cliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a,m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

Thursdays
• At Hudson Library, Family 

Storytime at 10:40a. For more infor-
mation about any of these summer 
activities, contact Hudson Library at 
828-526-3031. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone 
at 3:30 pm with a wide variety of 
STEAM, nature, and craft activities.
For more information about any 
of these summer activities, contact 
Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10:15-11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crys-

tal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body 
workout for every muscle 

• New Mobility Class with Anna 
Norton It’s all about movement. 
5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-
7:45. For more information, call Anna 
267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a.
1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. 

Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch 

with Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay 

Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise.

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An 

exhilarating and fun mix of martial 
arts for a calorie-burning workout.

Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts in 

Town Square on Main Street. 6-8:30 
p.m. Bring chairs. 

Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H 

Founders Park on Pine Street. 6-8:30 
p.m. Bring chairs, blankets and a pic-
nic. 

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in High-

lands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. 
March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main Street in their 
Community Room/ 909 Chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9AM and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10AM We invite 
ALL Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660.

Thurs., June 23 
• At Hudson Library Summer 

Learning begins at 3:30p. Balsam 
Mountain Trust brings slithery Ssss-
nakes This program is suitable for 
children of all ages. For more infor-
mation about any of these summer 
activities, contact Hudson Library at 
828-526-3031.

Fri., June 24
• Live music in Town Square 

on Main Street featuring Southern 
Highland Band. 6-8:30p.

Sat., June 25
• At the Bascom from 1-4p, 

meet the Artist Penny Pollock (en-
caustics). For more information call 
828.526.4949 or visit thebascom.
org

• The Women’s Guild of St. 
Francis Church will hold its annual 
Good Stuff Sale 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday at the church hall of 299 
Maple St. in Franklin. The event sup-
ports the Guild’s ministry activities.

• At PAC, Live Music Perfor-
mances continue with Chris Collins 
& Boulder Canyon – a John Denver 
Tribute at 7:30 p.m. For tickets go 
to HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Sat -Sun, June 25 & 26 
• Highlands Mountaintop Ro-

tary Art & Craft Show in Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park on Pine Street in 
Highlands from 10a to 5p. Fine art, 
folk art, crafts and furniture. Dogs 
are allowed, and food will be avail-
able. For info contact coordinator 
Cynthia Strain at (828) 318-9430 or 
visit: www.mountaintopshow.com.

June 27-July 1
• Free Kelsey’s Kids Camp for 

ages 11-13. The camp is daily from 
9am to 12 noon. You may register 
your child by calling Highlands His-
torical Society at 828-787-1050 or 
emailing tammalowe@gmail.com. 
Students will learn about the his-
tory of the Highlands Plateau and 
the ways our ancestors lived their 
lives. Space is limited to 12 partici-
pants per week.

Thurs., June 30

•HigHlanDs area eVents•

OPEN 10AM - 4PM 
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY 

�a@ 
m ® lTil O ful11'� GTI@l3 

MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908
• Uniform Exhibit 

 THROUGH OCTOBER 

www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides
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• Public Hearing for adoption of the 
Comprehensive Plan at 6 p.m. in the Com-
munity Building.

Tues., - Fri., June 28-July 1
• At the Bascom, a class with Larry 

Moore – Abstraction in Acrylics & Gouache. 
(Acrylic and gouache painting). For more in-
formation call 828.526.4949 or visit thebas-
com.org

Fri. & Sat., July 1 & 2
• HCCMF 2022 season launches with 

Three Concertmasters on Friday and Satur-
day. The regular Concert Series performances 
are held Fridays and Sundays at the Highlands 
Performing Arts Center – 507 Chestnut 
Street; Saturdays and Mondays at the Village 
Green Commons in Cashiers at 160 Frank 
Allen Road. 

Sat., July 2
• At the Bascom, Community Day, 11 

am – 2 pm. A day filled with free art activi-
ties for the whole family. In addition to free 
popcorn, artist demonstrations, and things to 
make, this year there is a community day pic-
nic. Bring your picnic, a blanket or lawn chairs 
and enjoy the beautiful Bascom campus, and a 
storytelling artist. For more information call 
828.526.4949 or visit thebascom.org.

• At First Presbyterian Church Lawn, 
Highlands Bagpipers 4:30-5 p.m.

Sun. July 3
• HCCMF will celebrate Independence 

Day with American Salute on Sunday at the 
Highlands Performing Arts Center. This suite 
will feature selections about America and 
works by American composers.  For more 
information or to purchase tickets for the 
season or for individual concerts, call  (828) 
526-9060, send an  email to hccmfnc@gmail.
com, or visit h-cmusicfestival.org.   

Mon. July 4

• 4TH OF JULY ACTIVITIES will be host-
ed at the Town Ballfield on Monday:  Boy Scouts 
will be shooting off water rockets starting at 
9am. At 11am the Rec Dept. will be hosting 
traditional field games until noon (Tug a War, 
3-legged sack race, water balloon toss and 
frozen T-Shirt contest). At noon there will be 
a visit from MAMA the med vac helicopter.  
Once the helicopter leaves, the Highlands Fire 
Department will have the ladder truck for the 
annual spray down . At 2 p.m the duck derby is 
at the Bridge at Mill Creek. Also, Rotary will be 
serving food at Town Ball Field starting at 11am. 
The annual fireworks show will start about 
dark on Monday, July 4th. 

Sat., July 9
• Low Country Shrimp Boil to benefit 

K-H Founders Park at the park. Doors open at 
5p and Dinner is at 6p. Rain or Shine. $70/per-
son. Live music. Tickets are available at www.
foundersparkhighlands.org and The Dry Sink 
on Main Street.

Sun.-Sun., July 10-17
• The Village Green 6th biennial Plein Air 

Festival. Featuring over 20 professional artists 
painting throughout the community.  The art 
will be displayed in Lewis Hall and the gallery is 
open to the public (free admission) from Thurs., 
July 14 - Sun., July 17.  A portion of the art sales 
benefits The Village Green. For a full schedule 
of events please visit the Easels on the Green 
website: www.easlesonthegreen.com.

Tues., July 13
• HCCMF presents, in collaboration with 

OEI, a special concert entitled Martinis & Mo-
zart featuring the Ulysses String Quartet at 
5:30p at The Orchard House at Old Edwards 
Farm. An hors d’oeuvre reception will precede 
the performance, with a cash bar available. Tick-
ets are $75 each. for reservations call (828) 
526-9060 or emailing hccmfnc@gmail.com. 

•HigHlanDs eVents•

This is year 17 year for the art & craft 
show held in K-H Founders Park 10a to 5p 
Sat. and Sun.

The show has over 80 vendors, and their 
creations include rustic and fine furniture 
and other woodcraft, pottery, fabric crafts, 
leather bags, soaps, blown glass, baby items 
and much more. 

The B.E.A.R. Task Force will have a 
booth with bear information, and Rotary will 
be raffling off art and crafts to benefit their 
charitable causes. 

The Scaly Mtn. Women’s Club will have 
homemade chocolates and baked goodies. To 
top it off, there is live music and kettle corn. 
There is no admission charge, but donations 
to Rotary are much appreciated.

Highlands Mountaintop Rotary 
Art & Craft Show June 25 & 26

These canvas hats and bags are made by Jan 
Kleinrath.
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•sPiritually sPeaking•
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Angie Ballard 
Holy Family Lutheran 
Church: ELCA

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of  God.” – Luke 9:62

For the most part, I am the type of  person who 
likes to have some sort of  a plan. I like to know, 
or at the very least, have a pretty good idea, what 

I am supposed to do, where I am headed, and when and 
how to get there. This is not to say that I don’t like risks 
because I do, as long as they are risks that I decide to 
take and can have some kind of  choice over. Needless 
to say, there have moments, particularly over the past 
several years, when I have felt less than in charge of  my 
life and a bit anxious about the future.

I think at some level, all of  us possess a deep-seated 
desire to be in control; to maintain some impression of  
order in a rather chaotic and confusing world. Yet in this 
passage from Luke, Jesus is clearly not willing to give in: 
rather, he demands that his mission come before all of  
our plans, even those that seem most reasonable. But 
why would Jesus do this? I think it is because we really 
aren’t in control, that it’s an illusion.  It’s true that an 
earthquake, a tornado, a pandemic, a personal tragedy, 
or any number of  other things may squash our hopes as 
well as our plans and bring us to devastation. And what 
does Jesus do? He invites us to let go and give it over to 
him; even if  only for a while. 

So perhaps that’s the promise of  the Gospel – not 
that we can be in control of  every aspect of  our lives. 
Rather that God in Jesus joins us in our out-of-control-
ness, holds onto us, and brings us to the other side. It 
may not always seem like all that much of  a promise. 
I mean, look at all of  the time, energy, and money we 
spend trying to be in control. Yet the world is still a ter-
ribly chaotic and unsettling place. So, what if  the deepest 
calling of  a Christian disciples isn’t to be in control, but 
rather to give up the illusion, to take some risks, and to 
throw ourselves into this turbulent life and world God 
loves so much trusting that God will join us in the ad-
venture?

Maybe, just maybe, that’s faith. And when we, like 
Jesus’ first disciples, fall short yet again, then all we can 
do is give thanks that Jesus will journey with us; taking 
on our chaotic lot and joining us in our turbulent lives 
so we may know that absolutely nothing can separate 
us from the love of  God. And that is definitely Good 
News!

Surrender ... 
if only for a 

moment
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•Biz/org news•

...STR continued from page 14

Highlands Police entries 
from May 21. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or pub-
lic officials have been used. 

June 8
• At 1:11 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
NC 28 at Brushy Face Road.

June 12
• At 2 a.m., officers responded 

to a 1-vehicle accident on US 64 
east at Sherwood Forest.

• At 3:30 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a shoplifting call from 
Potpourri where a silver bracelet 
valued at $30 was taken.

June 13
• At 7 a.m., officers received a 

call about a bear on Oak Lane.
• At 5:42 p.m., officers re-

ceived a report of a DVPO viola-
tion at The Farmers Market at Main 
and NC 106.

• At 10:15 p.m., Mark Edward 
Rutter, 45, of Highlands, was arrest-
ed for a protective order violation 
and resisting arrest. He was not is-
sued bond. His trial date is July 7.

June 14
• At 12:40 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
NC 106 and the Highlands Moun-
tain Club.

• At 4 p.m., officers responded 
to a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 
east and Sherwood Forest.

• At 4 p.m., officers responded 
to a 1-vehicle accident on US 64 
east and Sherwood Forest.

June 15

• At 12:55 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
South Street at the Highlands Profes-
sional ‘Building.

June 16
• At 1:35 p.m., officers received 

a report of cyberstalking from a resi-
dent on US 64 west.

• At 2:30 p.m., larceny from 
Highland Hiker was reported where 
various clothing items valued at $484 
were taken. At 3:50 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a shoplifting incident at 
Cabin Couture where wooden and 
metal art pieces and a cowhide val-
ued in total at $1,600 were taken.

• At 3:50 p.m., larceny of metal 
and wooden items and a cowhide 
valued at At 7:38 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
US 64 east and Sherwood Forest.

• At 7:38 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 
east and Sherwood Forest.

June 17
• At 11:53 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a call of simple assault on 
a female at Cabin Couture.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from June 10.

June 10
• At 7:30 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a location 
on Main Street.

• At 8:15 p.m., the dept. was on 
special assignment at Skyline Lodge 
road.

June 13
• At 2:45 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty 
(BHHSMMR) awarded the Leland and Bessie Speed Scholarship to Colton 
Gibson, son of  Gregg Gibson (father, deceased) and Lori (mother) and Mark 
Rogers (stepfather). Gibson is a recent graduate of  Highlands School. The 
scholarship is a $5,000 award toward tuition to a post-secondary school of  the 
winner’s choice. This is the second year the scholarship has been awarded by 
BHHSMMR. Gibson will attend Southwestern Community College in the fall 
of  2022. He plans to earn a certificate in Welding Technology. The Realtors 
and staff  at BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty are happy to be able to con-
tribute to his success. “We admired that he even applied for the scholarship. 
He was the only one that took the time to type an autobiographical statement. 
Essentially, he realizes that his college path is non-traditional, but worthy of  
education, nonetheless,” said Louise Booth, a member of  the BHHSMMR 
scholarship selection committee. “The world needs welders and people who 
can work with their hands. He didn’t have time for a lot of  sports, but he did 
attend games to support his fellow students. He worked after school with his 
stepfather.” 

Highlands School graduate is awarded 
scholarship from BHHSMMR

Regional real estate leader High-
lands Sotheby’s International Re-
alty is pleased to announce they have 
opened a new affiliate office, Cashiers 
Sotheby’s International Realty, in Ca-
shiers, North Carolina.   

The Broker-in-Charge of  the 
new Cashiers location is an experi-
enced and top-producing agent, Rob 
Whitney. Rob has over 17 years of  
experience listing and selling homes 
in the Cashiers, Lake Glenville, Sap-
phire and Lake Toxaway markets. His 
knowledge and talents bring the top 
real estate brand in the world to the 
doorstep of  homeowners seeking lo-
cal expertise and worldwide exposure. 

“In today’s hot real estate mar-

Highlands Sotheby’s International  
Realty opens Cashiers Sotheby’s  

International Realty  
ket, it’s important for our clients 
to work with knowledgeable and 
exceptional agents living within the 
Cashiers community. We are thrilled 
to bring the Sotheby’s brand to Ca-
shiers.” said Jody Lovell, Broker-
Owner of  the firm.  

Cashiers Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty is located at 395 High-
way 64 West, Unit D, Cashiers, 
North Carolina and can be reached 
at (828) 743.8563.   

Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty operates two offices 
in Highlands, NC and an affiliate 
office, Cashiers Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, in Cashiers, NC. 

dent on Horsecove Road.
• At 5:12 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Satulah Road.

• At 9:29 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Chestnut Hill Dr.

June 14
• At 10:54 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Pierson Drive.

• At 3:46 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
on N. 4th street.

• At 5:12 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Worley Road.

June 15
• A little past midnight, the dept., 

was first-responders to a residence 
on Blue Valley Road.

• At 10:53 p.m., the dept. helped 
in a search on the Dillard Road.

June 17
• At 9:54 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Log Cabin Lane.

• At 9:13 p.m., the dept. was 
called about a downed power line on 
Chestnut Street.

June 18
• At 11:59 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to Glen Falls Road.
• At 12:03 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Hemlock Drive.

June 20
• At 1 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Fore-
man Road.

Looking for a meaningful 
start to your week?

Join us at 
HIGHLANDS CHURCH - 

NEW!
We live stream 
Andy Stanley

Sunday mornings:  
8:30am coffee/nibbles

152 2nd Street
9am LIVE STREAM

New Series Sunday, 26!

For more 
information: 

404-307-1415 (Bee)

30 we will have those UDO rec-
ommendations for the Planning 
Board ready for review.”

Given recent legal ramifica-
tions, whether the Town Board’s 
May UDO amendments for 
STRs will change by July 12 is 
unclear.

“I say that is the plan, but 
there is always the possibility of  
some changes. If  the Planning 
Board needs more time or needs 
to meet more than once that will 
be an option for them,” he said. 
“If  the Planning Board fails to 
provide a recommendation, the 
public hearing will be continued 
until Aug. 18.”

Meanwhile, on Friday, June 
17, attorneys for SAVE High-
lands sent the town a Public Re-

cords Request regarding all corre-
spondences by phone, text, email 
and letter about STRs made to 
members of  the Highlands Neigh-
borhood Coalition – those against 
STRs – commissioners, media and 
others. (See letter on page 4 of  this 
issue).

Also, at the end of  last week, 
Attorney Justus resigned from 
Highlands as legal counsel for 
STRs.

Furthermore, Attorneys from 
Poyner & Spruill said early on that 
they would help formalize STR 
verbiage, but their firm would not 
represent the Town of  Highlands 
in court regarding STRs.

“We are consulting with legal 
counsel on how to proceed,” said 
Mayor Taylor.

He said the town will make an 
announcement as soon as possible.

– Kim Lewicki



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360
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JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

RICARDO MORALES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Residential
Commercial

Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
Sheetrock Repair

Wallpaper Removal
Log Homes

Decks

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING

828-524-1391 • 828-332-0525
murphyspaintco@gmail.com

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

FOR SALE
100% RESTORED CLASSIC 1971 

MITCHELL RV 13 ft. Slide outs, separate toilet, 
new: alder interior, electrical, plumbing, A/C, full 
kitchen. $13,000 404-550-5662. (st. 6/16) 

SUNBEAM TIGER – Classic ‘65 Sunbeam 
Tiger V8 convertible with hardtop. Come see in 
Highlands. 386-562-1976. (st. 6/2)

FIREWOOD – Small pickup load $120. Call 
828-369-7754. (st. 4/7)

WANTED
WANTED TO RENT single-car garage. 

Long term. 850-376-3904. Leave message. (st. 6/23) 
HOUSE TO RENT SHORT OR LONG-

TERM BEGINNING JULY 1. 2 adults,. No pets, 
no smoiking. Highlands Mary Elizabeth Reese. 828-
200-7851. (st. 6/23)

•classiFieDs•
HELP WANTED

Hostess Position
Come join a fun, dedicated staff.

Great Pay!
Call Jacque at 828-526-3807
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Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cardsRICARDO MORALES

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Black-Tie to BBQ 
Catering

Bar-b-ques • Company Picnics
Laus • Seafood Boils 

Corporate Catering
Breakfast • Luncheons 
Cocktail Receptions

Personal Chef Services
Weekly Meal Plans • Parties

Organic & Dietary Restricted 
Menus

CHEFS2GO
CATERING & PERSONAL 

CHEF SERVICES
RICK SIMEK
CHEF/OWNER

828-743-3145 / 561-345-0652
Chefricksimek@gmail.com

RENTAL for local restaurant manager and 
her daughter. Needed ASAP. Please call Jacque at 
828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. 

HELP WANTED
DOMESTIC IRONING – Needed In High-

lands. Pick up and return when finished. Call Dottie 
Butler at 941-735-8996. Leave message. (st. 6/19)

MCCULLEY’S IN HIGHLANDS AND 
CASHIERS is seeking full- and part-time help. 
Inquire at 828-200-0928. (st. 6/9) 

MINISTRY STAFF POSITION AVAIL-
ABLE. Highlands United Methodist Church is 
looking to hire a dedicated, enthusiastic and gifted 
Christian leader to serve as Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries.  Please contact Rev. 
Dr. Randy Lucas at randyhumc@icloud.com. (6/23) 

SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS 

DELI IS UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
and is hiring full and part time staff for the season. 
Competitive starting wage, great tips, and reason-
able hours (not too early, not too late). Pick up an 
application in store at 115 S. 4th Street or apply on 
Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 5/19)

THE DRY SINK IS HIRING! We have sev-
eral entry level positions open. We are fun, fast-
paced, hard working, and we love our customers! 
If you love to cook or just enjoy helping folks, pop 
by for an application at 450 Main St. Highlands, or 
email Sam at shays@thedrysink.com.We are open 
7 days at week, 10a-5p Monday-Saturday and 1-5p 
Sundays. (st. 5/5) 

WOLFGANG’S BISTRO is looking for 
full-time prep and line cook and waitstaff. Evenings 
only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)

HIGHLANDS INN - Now hiring Guest 
service representatives for all shifts, all days. Part 
time or Fulltime. We are flexible. Email Resume to 
: sales@highlandsinnlodge.com, stop by for an ap-
plication or give us a call at 828-526-5899. (st. 4/14)

COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGH-
LANDS is seeking additional therapists. Looking 
for a place where you can build or add to your 
private practice, provide mental health care to 
those in need, and be part of a counseling center 
that is dedicated to the behavioral health needs 
of all members of the community regardless of 
ability to pay? Our Center is looking for licensed 
therapists who share this mission and YOU may be 
one. If you are interested – or just want to learn 
more about the Center – let us know by sending 
an introductory email with your resume to info@

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
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counseling-center.org. We look for-
ward to hearing from you. REQUIRE-
MENTS: Master’s Degree or higher 
in counseling, psychology or related 
field; Licensed in North Carolina in 
related discipline/s; Must have a mini-
mum of 2 years of experience as cli-
nician; Flexibility, creativity, and a spir-
it of collaboration; Along with full-pay, 
willing to see clients-in-need at a 
reduced fee; Counseling Center will 
reimburse the difference between 
reduced fee up to $75. PREFERRED: 
Strong Clinical skills, including areas 
of assessment; diagnosis; crisis & case 
management; Independent decision-
making skills; Experience and desire 
to lead workshops and/or groups 
as outreach to the Highlands com-
munity CRITICAL NEED FOR THE 
AREA: Specialty in Substance Abuse; 
Bi-lingual (Spanish & English)(st. 4/7)

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY 
has full and part-time positions open 
for a Certified Pharmacy Technician 
and a clerk/merchandiser. No nights, 
no Sundays, and great co-workers. 
Pay and benefits determined by posi-
tion, qualifications, & experience. Ap-

ply in person or contact Sherry Sims 
828-526-2366. (st. 4/7)

CHURCH PIANIST NEED-
ED IN CASHIERS, NC. A church 
is interested in hiring a capable pianist 
as worship leader, immediately. High 
hourly pay. Respond to Molly @ 828-
507-5153 or christanglicancashiers@
yahoo.com 

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted 
Living Facility looking for Med Aides, 
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary 
Staff. You may apply in person at 24 
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-
5251 or by email to ce.chestnuthill@
yahoo.com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
NEWLY RENOVATED. 2 br 

2ba. Finished lower level. Mirror lake 
area. Close to ...on the verandah. Great 
getaway or rental property. $449,000. 
Bring offers. Call 800-200-0094. (st. 6/9)

LAND FOR SALE – By Owners. 
3.2 acres. $50,000. Call 828-342-4911 
or 828-526-2289 (st. 5/26)

LOT FOR SALE: .40 acres in 
peaceful Highlands View community, 
located just 10 minutes from 

Main Street Highlands off Hwy 28. 
Community water may be available 
upon approval. Offered at $30,000. 
For more information, call or email 
Jerry Moore at 828-482-2032 or 
ejmoorejr@yahoo.com. (6/2)

NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, 
big garage on 3.14 acres land, water, 
sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private paved road, 
mountain view. (st. 10/7) 

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER /SITTER – High-

lands resident, 22 yrs. medical back-
ground. Available after June 24, 2022. 
Please call and leave message with 
name and telephone number. Call 828-
399-0262. (st. 5/26) 

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, En-
trance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & 
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (st. 5/12)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Repairs, remodel-
ing, painting, pressure washing, minor 

•classiFieDs•

Counseling Center of 
Highlands

At The Peggy Crosby Center
348 S. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 

For more information please contact 
us at info@counseling-center.org or 

864-481-0598.

Mission:
The Counseling Center strives to strengthen families and 

individuals by providing access to quality mental health 
services regardless of financial ability. 

www.counseling-center.org

plumbing and electric, decks and ad-
ditions. Free estimates. Insured. Call 
Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22) 

STOP PAYING AGENCY 
PRICES – Call me! Private, Personal 
and Professional caregiver, companion 
or sitter. I am available to work with 
each clients needs, days and hours. 
828-507-1692. (st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED 
OR ANYTHING HAULED 
AWAY? I can do it. Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (4/28)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. 
Stop paying agency prices and call me. 
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, MET-
AL ROOF & FABRICATON 
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 828-
371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD 
for easier viewing. Video transfer 
to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
7 days a 

week
11a-3:30p 

&
5:30-til? 

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

IItt  wwaass  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  
ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu..

114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104

#1 REAL ESTATE 
FIRM
OONN  TTHHEE  PPLLAATTEEAAUU

$291 MILLION
SSAALLEESS  VVOOLLUUMMEE  22002211

276
TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS

$1M
AAVVEERRAAGGEE  SSAALLEE  PPRRIICCEE

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

Highlands Sotheby's
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

BEE GLEESON 

(404) 307.1415

PAT GLEESON 

(828) 782.0472

Service that's as 
elevated as your 
standards. 
Nothing compares. 


