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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Ukrainian born and raised American citizen Alex Kravetz speaks to the evil 
that is Putin as he works to destroy his homeland.       – Photo by Kim Lewicki

Slava Ukraini! Heroiam slava! 
(Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the 
Heroes!) is the way conversations 
begin and end in Ukraine. Now 
with Putin doing his best to de-
stroy a country and its people it’s 

become a battle cry in a fight for 
good over evil; a fight for freedom.

The world has rallied and now 
the names of  cities like Kyiv, Odes-
sa and Mariupol roll off  the tongue 

Ukraine’s war is a fight 
for freedom

Law Enforcement across 
Macon County is hosting Op-
eration Medicine Drop events for 
National Poison Prevention Week 
March 20-26.

Operation Medicine Drop 
(OMD) is a FREE drug take-
back program that gives people 
a safe and secure way to dispose 
of  unwanted over-the counter 
and prescription medications. 
Safely disposing of  old medica-
tions through Operation Medi-
cine Drop events instead of  flush-
ing them down the drain prevents 
chemicals from ending up in the 
water supply.

The Macon County Sheriff ’s 

Operation 
Medicine 
Drop is 

March 23 in 
Highlands 
& Franklin

On Friday, March 11, Town 
Manager Josh Ward received a re-
quest for pre-litigation mediation 
for the release of  public records 
from Macon County Superior 
Court.

The mediation is about an 

ongoing dispute between the 
town, the Board of  Commission-
ers, Town Manager Josh Ward and 
Commissioner Marc Hehn con-
cerning the Hotwire contract’s red-
line documents 

Background

At the Feb. 17 Town Board 
meeting, with a vote of  4-1, the 
board of  commissioners thought 
they put the red-line document re-
quest to bed, but Hehn is still de-
manding the documents, which the 

Hehn threatens litigation against town

It’s been decades since a con-
certed effort has been made to 
“Save Mirror Lake.”

When Buck Trott was mayor, 
a solution was close – even going 
as far as Washington D.C. – but in 
the end plans fell apart.

Now the President of  the 
Mirror Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation, (MLIA) Pat Gleeson has 
taken on the fight.

For starters, a MLIA Dredg-
ing Fund has been set up to finance 
the $4.2 million project which is 
expected to take 2-3 years. 

“The MLIA, has developed a 
long-range plan to dredge Mirror 
Lake, returning it to its depth and 
flows in order to benefit the Town 
of  Highlands and its residents,” 
said Gleeson.  

Planned giving from the com-
munity, major donors, and envi-
ronmental grants is being sought 
by the MLIA whose goal is to 
dredge Mirror Lake and its primary 
tributaries in three phases.  

“The MLIA hopes to reach 

its intermediate goal of  $400,000 
which will fully fund Phase 1 of  
the project – a 250-foot dredge 
on both sides of  the Mirror Lake 
Bridge,” said Gleeson. “Once 
Phase 1 is completed, Phase 2 
will begin which includes the Mill 
Creek section of  Mirror Lake bor-
dering Cullasaja Drive.” 

Thanks to Lew Pollack, who 
has made a significant donation 
of  $100,000, the fundraising ef-
fort for Phase 1 has launched.  

Additional projects under 
consideration include funding to 
clean up the canoe storage area at 
the bridge, and a Parkway Landing 
area across the lake which Glee-
son hopes will encourage canoe 
rallies, picnics on the lake, and an 
eventually a common area that in-
cludes two waterfalls that feed the 
lake.

“We do not deny that Mirror 
Lake is privately owned. However, 
the entire upstream section from 
the bridge is owned by MLIA -– a 

Citizens are ready to 
revive Mirror Lake
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Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted, Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

I was ready to write about the 
town retreat, and then about 
tonight’s board meeting. But 

then I drove to Founders Park on 
Monday to begin a road-running 
workout. I came upon depress-
ing site. The photo shows trash 
bag stuffed in the top of  a bear 
resistant street can. 

Realizing that someone had 
carelessly attempted to place that 
household trash bag in the street 
can was distressing. What the 
photograph does not show is a half  eaten 
lunch plate that was left on top of  the can. 
What are some people think-
ing? Are they unthinking 
slobs that simply do not care 
about this beautiful commu-
nity? The mayor was crushed 
to know such reckless behav-
ior is still afoot in Highlands.

I rationalized why some-
one would do such a dastard-
ly deed. I thought maybe the 
trash crews didn’t empty the 
cans after weekend activities. 
Even if  they hadn’t, there’s 
no excuse for such behavior. 
So, I went around the park 

and checked the other street cans. 
They were not full, and all had 
been emptied that day.

The painful truth is that 
someone decided to dispose of  
their household garbage by just 
stuffing the bag in a street can 
that is designed to handle only 
small amounts of  garbage, fast 
food trash or coffee and ice 
cream cups. Several years ago 
when we first deployed the street 
cans I caught a woman trying to 

put her household trash bags in a street 
can near Reeves. I confronted her and she 

stopped. I wish I had seen the 
person stuffing this can.

Since implementing the 
BearWise program, we have 
removed those ugly shared 
dumpsters that used to be on 
public streets. These dump-
sters that were rented by busi-
nesses became magnets for 
people depositing their house-
hold garbage and overfilling 
the dumpsters. The new roll 
cart system has greatly re-
duced that problem. 

If  you see someone stuff-
ing a street can take a photo and send it to 
Askmayorpat.com. We will investigate, and 
I will at least photo shame the offender. I 
know some may think their mayor is over 
reacting, but I not going to let these kinds 
of  trashy behaviors become the norm in 
Highlands. 

Also, a citizen recently sent me a photo 
of  a bear resistant roll cart in a neighbor-
hood that had been overfilled to where 
the lid could not be closed. There were 
additional bags of  garbage on the side of  
the cart. I urged the person to contact the 
police at 526-9341. Our code enforcement 
officer will investigate those violations. In 
addition, our sanitation crews have been di-
rected to report these violations to the code 
enforcement officer.

As for the offending neighborhood 
residence, those folks may need to acquire 
an additional bear resistant trash can, espe-
cially if  they are operating an STR.

We do have a town board meeting to-
night with a full agenda. It starts at 7 pm 
at the Highlands Community Building. The 
board had a productive retreat last Thurs-
day. More information to come. 

Here we go again ... trash
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Book Online
OldEdwardsInn.com

Thursday
 April 14, 2022
Highlands, NC

AT THE FARM

     with Executive Chef 
Craig Richards
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Sandwiches
(Gluten Free Bread Add $3) 

The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant.   $10 

(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll.   $12 

Raw & Flawless – Sautéed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana 
peppers, and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it's always 
delicious!)   $14   

The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked 
provolone, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette.  $13 

The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone 
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll.  $13 

The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on 
ciabatta.  $12 

The Hudson – Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana 
peppers, black olives, DJs pickles).  $13

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule 
@thesecretgarden_market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

OPEN Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 6p

The Secret Garden is 
on Oak Street in the 

courtyard right 
beside 

Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Park

Join the Greenway workers on Saturday, March 19. 
The  focus will be on Quin’s Loop on the Kelsey Trail.  

With some extra help get this trail can be ready for the 
2022 season.    

Meet in the back parking lot of  the Rec park at 9 am. 
The plan is to finish at noon and go to lunch at 4118.  
Please let Jim Chance know if  you plan to attend. Call 

337-344-800 or email jamesallenchance@gmail.com

Work on Quin’s Loop
will finish the legacy

Highlands Playhouse 
THE BATMAN 

MARCH 18 - 20, 2022 
SHOWING FRI, SAT, SUN 

1PM &4PM 

WWW.MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM 
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JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER 

Mobile # (828) 371-0730

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE 
Mobile # (404) 218-9123

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers
of the Michaud/Rauers Group

The #1 Team in Highlands &
The #1 Team in Highlands-Cashiers MLS

for 2021 per Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide,
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN
$1,350,000  |  MLS# 97811

Walk to everything in Highlands from this 3-story home in 
Sunset Hills! Two living areas are divided by a double-sid-
ed fireplace for multiple entertaining options. The eat-in 
kitchen has been beautifully updated with stunning gran-
ite countertops, gorgeous cabinetry and tile back 
splash, and gleaming stainless steel appliances. The 
master suite opens to the covered veranda and has 
been updated with a wet room, tub and shower 
combination, beautiful vanity, and upscale lighting. 
Guest baths have been up-dated as well. The lower 
level has a sauna, plus a play-room with a pool table. 
Offered furnished.

5
BR

4
BA

1
HBA
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•Highlands Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

Lunch & Dinner

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
6 days & nights

Closed Wednesdays
Lunch: 11a-4p 

Dinner: 
5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

See you in 
the Spring 

of 2022!

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 10p 
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cul to order 
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners 

Fresh produce, specially foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Wednesday-Friday 9:30-5:30 

Saturday 9:30-4:00

Closed Sunday-Tuesday
Preparing all of the good thngs on those days! 

493 Dillard Road 
828-526-2762

Celebrating 28 years
American Cuisine with a 

Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
www.wolfgangs.net

Open 
Wednesday-Sunday

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

NOW OPEN!
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

B re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a y
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square •• 137 Main St, Highlands
828-482-7020828-482-7020

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads, 
bakery items, SECRET daily specials, and 

Soup of the Day. All the food is freshly made and 
ready for pick up. 

WINTER HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 6p

(See menu on page 4)
Modern Fast Food

& 
Courtyard Market

See you in April 2022!

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection 

and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Dinner: from 5:30p
Wed-Sat 

Lunch: 11:30a - 2p 
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch
10a - 2p

•Highlands Dining•

Silly Ridge at Sunday Bluegrass Brunch • Mar 27
& at Thursday Night Bluegrass 7-9pm • Mar 24

The Secret Garden is on Oak Street right behind 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Locals dine at 
The Ruffed Grouse and 
receive a 10% discount 
off food, with proof of 

residence

Dear Editor,
I was disappointed to read the letter that you published 

from Larry Brannan in the paper this week. I’ve known 
Marc Hehn since he and Betsy moved to Highlands a few 
years ago. Marc is an outstanding human being with exten-
sive experience in small-town management. He desires only 
the best for Highlands and its’ citizens. To publish a letter 
that attacks Mr. Hehn is shameful. 

Douglas Olmsted
Highlands NC

•Letters• 
Attacking Commissioner 

Hehn is shameful
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...HEHN continued from page 1

Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $185

Overnight Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary 
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s

$20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns

This promotion is limited to one guestroom per night.

For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove 

Now Booking Local Specials
Through March 2022 | Sunday - Thursday

Yard Art 
Open for outside pickup & 

delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from 
wherever you are at 

www.highlands info.com. 
Clilck on Local News.

Each week’s issue is uploaded every Thursday AM.

town and its attorney Jay Coward say they 
don’t have. Now Hehn’s pulled the courts 
into the dispute.

The term “redlining” commonly refers 
to the editing and negotiation process during 
document and business contract manage-
ment when contributors mark text and track 
changes collaboratively.

At a previous meeting, Town Attorney 
Jay Coward said the red-line version of  con-
tract negotiations aren’t public documents 
because they aren’t the final version of  the 
contract and as such parties don’t usually 
keep them.

According to Coward, these are tran-
sitory documents. Regarding the Hotwire 
contract, Coward said he has not retained 
the red-lined documents. 

However, Commissioner Hehn was not 
satisfied.

“Jay, you said the red-line version is not 
a public document, I don’t dispute that. But 
you got the email that says the town com-
missioners have the right to ask the Town 
Board to ask the Town Manager to share the 
red-line version,” said Commissioner Hehn. 
“So, I make the motion that the board ask 
the Town Manager to see if  he can find 
-- through the attorneys in Washington or 
attorneys in Raleigh or on the server – the 
red-line version of  the contract. I foresee 
another problem on the horizon, and I want 
to be prepared.”

For clarification, Commissioner Amy 
Patterson asked for verification concerning 
the contract with Hotwire. 

“We’ve already signed the contract with 
Hotwire, and it was not the red-lined ver-
sion, right?” she asked.

Mayor Pat Taylor said “yes.”
“Those are transient documents – 

drafts – and they do not have to be retained 
and we don’t retain them, and we don’t even 
know if  the lawyers retained them,” said the 
mayor.

But Commissioner Hehn persisted.
“I have the right to ask for them,” he 

said. “The red-line version is the negotiation 
between the lawyers. And I am trying to see 
what the conversation was because there are 
some things in the contract that I have ques-
tions about.”

There wasn’t a second to Hehn’s mo-
tion to request Town Manager Josh Ward to 
track down the red-line version of  the Hot-
wire negotiations which usually means a mo-
tion dies for lack of  a second. 

However, Mayor Taylor said the rules 
of  North Carolina still allow a vote without 

a second if  the board of  commissioners is 
inclined to do so. So, he called the question 
anyway and the vote was 4-1 to not make 
that request of  the Town Manager.

“So that’s a no,” said Taylor.
In the court request, Hehn explains 

his stance.
“I requested the red-line version of  

the contract with Hotwire from the Town 
Manager. His only verbal response is that 
I would “pick it apart.” I appealed to the 
Highlands Town Board to direct the Town 
Manager to provide the red-line version of  
the contract and they voted February 17 to 
deny my request. 

“This follows a long pattern of  de-
lays regarding my requests for documents 
about the Town of  Highlands Fiber Proj-
ect,” said Hehn.

However, during the February Town 
Board meeting in a blow-by-blow expla-
nation Town Manager Ward detailed how 
town employees and he complied with each 
of  Hehn’s requests regarding documents.

Hehn’s explanation in the request con-
tinues:

“When I have been able to read docu-
ments, I discovered problems. 

‘For example, I was given the first 
draft of  a contract with Wide Open Net-
works the night before I was asked to vote 
on it. Later it was learned that the contract 
was designed to circumvent requesting pro-
posals for an operator. 

“When Wide Open Networks backed 
out, the Town Manager denied access to 
their formal reply until the Mayor inter-
vened. When we actually took proposals, 
the Town realized an additional S7.38M. 
The Town Manager is interfering with my 
fiduciary duties,” wrote Hehn.

However, in February, Commissioners 
were quick to remind Hehn that the two 
contracts regarding the lease terms of  Ho-
twire and Wide Open were completely dif-
ferent – like comparing apples to oranges 
– so of  course the Hotwire contract would 
net more money to the town.

In accordance with G.S. 7A.38.3E, the 
parties shall have 21 days from the date of  
the filing of  the request in which to select 
a mediator. The mediator may be a certi-
fied mediator selected from the list main-
tained by the Dispute Resolution Com-
mission and available through the Clerk. 
If  the parties cannot agree on a mediator, 
the party filing this request shall make that 
fact known to the clerk. In the absence of  
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 828.526.2695     |     362 Oak Street, Highlands, NC 28741     |     www.mountaintheatre.com   

V I S I T  W W W. M O U N TA I N T H E AT R E . C O M 
F  O R  S H O W  T I M E S  &  M O V I E  D E TA I L  S

AT  T H E  H I G H L A N D S  P L AY H O U S E !
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VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 

producing office on the Plateau 2020

...HEHN continued from page 8

Mountain Findings 
Thrift Store

432 Spruce St. • Highlands

Mountain Findings will be open for 
shoppers during the winter, 

weather permitting.

March 18-19 10a to 1p
April 15-16 10a to 1p

Cash or check

Important Dates

...MEDICINE continued from page 1
Office, in partnership with the Franklin Po-
lice Department & Highlands Police De-
partment will host a prescription drug take 
back event on Wednesday, March 23 from 
10am-2pm. There will be two locations in 
the county in support of  Operation Medi-
cine Drop and observance of  National Poi-
son Prevention Week.

Bring your unwanted, expired over-the 
counter and prescription medications to the 
Robert C. Carpenter Community Building 
Center (1288 Georgia Road, Franklin, NC) 
or the Highlands Police Department (372 
Oak Street, Highlands, NC) from 10am-2pm 
on Wednesday, March 23, 2022. 

An average of  four people a day are 

dying from overdose in NC with 79 per-
cent of  those deaths involving some type 
of  opioid. Drugs not properly disposed of  
may end up getting into the wrong hands 
or end up in our water system. Since 2010 
Operation Medicine Drop (OMD) has 
collected more than 266 million pills and 
supported over 4,332 pill take-back events 
across North Carolina.

The Franklin Police Department, the 
Highlands Police Department, and the Ma-
con County Sheriff ’s Office also each have 
permanent drop boxes within their facilities 
for unwanted medications to be safely dis-
posed of  throughout the year.

a designation of  a mediator within the time 
prescribed, a mediator shall be appointed by 
the senior resident superior court judge.

A mediator selected by the parties shall 
be compensated at a rate agreed on between 
the parties and the mediator. Unless other-
wise agreed to by the parties, all mediator 
fees shall be paid directly to the mediator at 
the conclusion of  the mediation.

It shall be the responsibility of  the me-
diator to schedule the mediation; to notify 
the parties of  the date, time and location of  
the mediation; to conduct the mediation; 
and to prepare a certificate stating the results 

of  the mediation which the mediator shall 
file with the clerk and serve on the parties.

Pursuant to GS. 7A-38.3E, the parties 
may agree to waive prelitigation mediation 
of  their dispute by informing the media-
tor in writing of  the waivers. No mediator 
fee shall be assessed against any party if  alt 
parties waive mediation prior to the initial 
mediation meeting.

The issue is again on the Town Board 
agenda, this time for March 17 and specifi-
cally regarding the request for mediation.

– Kim Lewicki

•Biz/Org News• 

Rotarian Bill Edwards introduced Colonel Paul Schowalter as the guest speaker for the 
March 7, Rotary Club of  Highlands meeting.  Schowalter presented on his time as a fighter 
pilot in the Vietnam War.  

He completed 135 total combat missions successfully and explained the different types 
of  planes that were flown, plane formations, and what a typical day may have looked like.  
Schowalter also went into detail about a particular mission which involved flying to Phuc 
Vinh, a city just north of  Hanoi, on October 24, 1967.  

The mission was different than many others, as it had been planned entirely in Viet-
nam, rather than in Washington as many of  the others were.  Using a â€œpop up maneu-
verâ€  and the clouds for cover, the mission was extremely successful and led to all the 
fighter pilots receiving distinguished flying crosses. 

From left: Bill Edwards, Col. Paul Schowalter and Rotary President Tom Graham.

Rotarian hear about combat mission in 
Phue Vinh, Vietnam
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.• 
The mountains are calling and I must go!

Lorna Alexander
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices Meadows 
Mountain Realty

John Muir, also known 
as “John of  the Moun-
tains” and “Father of  

the National Parks,” sure 
got it right when he ut-
tered these infamous words 
back in 1873, after having 
returned from the longest 
and hardest trips he had 
ever made in the mountains 
of  Yosemite Valley.

I’m in love…once 
again, not with the boy next 
door, not with my favorite 
dish at one of  our great lo-
cal restaurants, or my favor-
ite college basketball team 
(Go Green). I’m in love 
with our stunning mountains that we co-
exist with here on the Highlands-Cashiers 
Plateau.

Every day it happens to me, or per-
haps for me. I get a sense of  time sim-
ply standing still. I am reminded daily as 
I make the trek to my real estate office in 
Cashiers when I drive by the Whiteside 
Overlook and look out at one of  the oldest 
mountains in the world, sitting so silently 
and majestically before me to take in its 
essence. I look out over the vast landscape 
that showcases many more peaks beyond 
and at Cashiers Valley below, wrapped in 
the arms of  these old mountains. I think 
about how “Old Whiteside,” this grand 
dame has looked exactly the same way for 
a very long time. On this blessed place we 
fondly call the Plateau, time seems to slow 
down and settle all around me, ground-
ing me. It serves me well in my fast-paced 
real estate career and assists me in slow-
ing down, stopping to smell the delicious, 
fresh mountain air and appreciate the pu-
rity of  it all. I bask daily in gratitude that 
I am able to live here full time and have  a 
career that allows me to work and be “one 
with the land.”

There are times, like today, while 
walking a property that I think to myself, 
“I’m hiking (one of  my favorite outdoor 
activities) for a living.” I feel the earth be-
neath my feet as I traverse the old logging 
road that sits on this property, leaning into 
the hills and angles that tell me more about 
this land. I look up into the Carolina blue 
sky and watch the sacred red-tailed hawk 
swirl and dive as it comes in for a land-
ing in one of  the tall hickory trees off  in 

the distance. It’s coming on 
spring, a time of  rebirth and 
the terrain is waking up with 
the forsythia now in partial 
bloom and buds on trees 
everywhere. Makes it easy to 
be in a state of  gratitude and 
welcome in yet another stun-
ning season in the moun-
tains. 

Stated so beautifully 
by author Victoria Erikson, 
“Although I deeply love the 
oceans, deserts and other 
wild landscapes, it’s only the 
mountains that beckons me 
with the sort of  painful ma-
jestic pull to walk deeper and 

deeper into their beauty.”  
I have lived in many different places 

and time and time again I have returned to 
the old mountains of  western North Caro-
lina. That painfully good majestic pull that 
Victoria speaks so highly of.

I’ve been a resident here on the Pla-
teau for many years, having left the big city 
as a means to connect with my love for the 
great outdoors. Whether I’m hiking one 
of  the mountain trails with a friend or just 
simply walking a lot with a client as part of  
my daily routine as a Realtor, this connec-
tion with nature helps to right-size me and 
leaves me to appreciate just how small I am. 
It’s the mountains, as they are truly hum-
bling, but in such a good way, as they give 
me perspective on life.  Being here on the 
Plateau, enables me to appreciate all that 
I have. With all the things going on it our 
world today, being 4,118 feet in the air, I 
look out and realize just how amazing our 
world really is, and all of  its people - you 
and I.

I am an explorer at heart and the 
mountains implore me to explore a new 
path to travel each day, and they remind me 
that I have many to choose from. I mean 
this metaphorically, too. Which path should 
I take today and that includes figuratively 
as well as how I choose to think; my atti-
tude and how I approach my daily routines. 
Whether I’m hiking trails in the Nantahala 
Forest or Panthertown Valley, or working 
a challenging deal in real estate, I ask the 
Great Spirit who resides at the tallest peak, 
for direction.

All of  us full-timers live in a place 
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like New York or Chicago.
The last time we heard from 

Ukrainian/American Alex Kra-
vetz, 37, owner of  Dry Crawl 
Space in Highlands and Cashiers, 
was in 2014 during Ukraine’s 
presidential election when the 
Ukrainian people were trying 
to oust their fourth president – 
hailed as Putin’s puppet president 
- Viktor Fedorovych Yanukovych. 

After rejecting the Ukraini-
an-European Association Agree-
ment, Yanukovych was ousted 
from office in the Revolution of  
Dignity. He currently lives in exile 
in Russia

Petro Poroshenko won the 
election to become the country’s 
fifth president from 2014 to 2019. 
He can now be seen on daily 
news imploring the United States 
to keep up the sanctions against 
Russia and to send missiles and 
ammunition.

During his presidency, Poro-
shenko led the country through 
the first phase of  the Russo-
Ukrainian War, pushing the insur-
gent rebel forces deeper into the 
Donbas Region on the eastern 
border of  Ukraine. He began the 
process of  integration with the 
European Union by signing the 
European Union–Ukraine Asso-
ciation Agreement.

Volodymyr Zelenskiy beat 
Poroshenko in the 2019 election 
to become the country’s sixth 
president. He was seen as an anti-
establishment and anti-corrup-
tion figure. Now worldwide he is 
the man who isn’t afraid to take 
on Putin even though Russian 
forces and Chechnya mercenaries 
are out to assassinate him.

Zelensky promised to end 
Ukraine’s protracted conflict with 
Russia as part of  his presiden-
tial campaign and attempted to 
engage in dialogue with Russian 
president Vladimir Putin. 

He and his administration 
faced an escalation of  tensions 
with Russia in 2021 which culmi-
nated in the launch of  an ongoing 
full-scale Russian invasion Febru-
ary 2022 – now in its 22nd day.

Putin says the “special mili-
tary operation” in Ukraine is es-

sential to ensure Russia’s security 
after the United States expanded 
NATO up to its borders and sup-
ported pro-Western leaders in 
Kyiv.

But as Vladimir Putin has 
learned, the Ukrainian people are 
tough, hardened fighters and they 
will not give up.

Ukraine only has 196,000 
active military personnel which 
splits into 125,600 ground troops, 
35,000 air personnel and 15,000 
naval troops, but it can also call 
upon 900,000 reservists.

Compare that to Russia’s 
900,000 active military personnel 
across land, sea and air and the 
two million reservists it claims to 
have so it would appear Ukraine’s 
odds are insurmountable.

Kravetz has been in America 
for 18 years and is an American 
citizen. His hometown is Vozne-
sensk in southern Ukraine. It’s 

about 30 miles south of  a nuclear 
plant Russian forces were recently 
heading for until Ukrainian forces 
drove them back south of  Vozne-
sensk.

“We love America and we 
love Ukraine,” he said. “Ukraine 
will win and cannot lose. But los-
ing our people daily, that hurts.”

“We cannot lose this war. If  
Putin, somehow -- but I am sure 
it’s not going to happen -- takes 
control, we will never be free not 
for a long time,” said Kravetz. “So, 
we are afraid to lose our freedom, 
our ways of  living and our democ-
racy.”

Video and photos of  Ukraine 
evacuees dressed in warm coats 
and toting luggage show that the 
Ukrainian people are thriving in a 
free nation – a nation they intend 
to keep.

“Russians and Ukrainians 
mentality is different. We are part 

of  free Europe. Russians they 
don’t know what freedom is. They 
don’t know what freedom tastes 
like. They were told what to do 
since they were born. And this is 
what’s been happening – not just 
when Putin is in power – for hun-
dreds of  years,” said Kravetz.

He said even when Ukraine 
was part of  the U.S.S.R., mentally 
it was always independent.

Ukraine was part of  the 
U.S.S.R. during the Chernobyl 
meltdown in 1986 but accord-
ing to Kravetz, the U.S.S.R. was 
15 countries not just Russia and 
Ukraine was an unwillingly part of  
the U.S.S.R. 

“Ukraine has always been a 
free nation and it more than any-
body deserves to be a part of  the 
European Union which is a differ-
ent alliance than NATO,” he said. 

Ukraine has submitted a re-
quest to the European Union and 

have had meetings.
“We want to be part of  the 

EU, part of  the free world and 
what we see today and what the 
world is seeing is that Ukrainians 
will fight and will defend their 
freedom,” he said.

Kravetz said what Putin has 
actually done is unite the Ukrai-
nian people.

“Putin miscalculated. Back 
in 2014 eastern and northeast-
ern Ukraine was predominately 
a Russian-speaking area. So 
back in 2014 they were like – we 
don’t mind being part of  Rus-
sia – but today it doesn’t matter 
where you are from – east, west, 
south – people are finally united 
and that’s what Putin got wrong, 
what he miscalculated. The entire 
nation will stand and defend their 
villages and towns,” he said.

Kravetz said the people’s 
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stance was a surprise for Putin, 
but also to President Joe Biden 
and Chancellor of  Germany Olaf  
Scholz as well as the Prime Minis-
ter of  the UK, Boris Johnson.

“They had no idea that 
Ukrainians can resist hard. On 
day number two and three of  the 
war, Germany tuned 180 degrees. 
Initially, they were completely 
against supplying Ukraine with 
military equipment such as mis-
siles for air defense, now they said 
we will give you 500 of  this, give 
you that, will give you this.

“It has surprised the entire 
world that the Ukrainian army 
can resist that much. I want to 
give credit to the civilians as well. 
There are a lot of  towns occupied 
and people come into areas with 
the Ukrainian flag, and they sing 
the Ukrainian national anthem 
and tell the Russians they aren’t 
welcome here.”

Kravetz said the world 
should know that Putin is killing 
Russians, not just Ukrainians.

“What people have to under-
stand is Putin doesn’t care about 
the Russian-speaking commu-
nity in Ukraine, he really doesn’t 
care about Ukrainians who speak 
Ukrainian and most of  all he 
doesn’t care about Russians,” 
he said. “He doesn’t care about 
his own people. Not a single bit. 
What he cares about is restoring 
former Russian empire, restoring 
U.S.S.R. which is impossible with-
out Ukraine. Ukraine is the bread-
basket but it’s also a huge territory 
that he wants as a buffer between 
Russia and the west.”

By now everyone has heard 
about the propaganda Putin is 
spinning, that Ukraine is a fascist 
Nazi-controlled state.

“This is completely not 
true,” said Kravetz. “A lot of  Rus-
sian soldiers invading Ukraine are 
18-19 years old who just gradu-
ated high school who are fighting 
the war and they are dying fast. 
They have no idea why they are 
fighting. They just fight because 
they were told to fight.”

Currently, NATO allies are 
sending Ukraine shoulder-fired 
Javelin anti-tank missiles, ammu-

nition, and highly sensitive items 
such as shoulder-fired missiles 
called man-portable air defense 
systems (MANPADS) that can 
take down aircraft.

Kravetz said Ukraine could 
use the aircraft originally offered 
by Poland even though they are 
older versions and need longer 
runways than contemporary jets 
and planes.

He said Russia does have the 
upper hand in the air and is trying 
to completely destroy the Ukraine 
air force.

“I believe we are going to get 
some planes and it will be good 
because I am sure there are some 
places where they can land and 
take off,” he said. “The Ukrainian 
ingenuity is really unlimited – they 
are creative and will figure things 
out. As long as we have Ukrainian 
planes and jets in the skies it will 

help.”
According to Kravetz, 

Ukraine wanted to be part of  
NATO for years and suspects 
NATO didn’t think Ukraine was 
committed.

“Maybe NATO wants 
Ukraine now. As soon as the con-
flict is over, I think NATO will 
strongly consider taking in Ukraine 
because they see now Ukrainians 
are the best in the world in military 
and in fighting,” he said. 

But Kravetz said Putin is a 
cornered rat which means he’s ex-
tra dangerous.

“He doesn’t know what to do. 
Sooner or later the dead bodies of  
Russian soldiers that were killed in 
Ukraine will show up in the entire 
country – the Russian people – will 
see that they will not be able to 
support this war due to the casual-
ties, so he needs more soldiers who 

aren’t related to Russia.”
Enter 14,000 Syrian merce-

naries.
“Just like Russians and Ukrai-

nians, Putin won’t care how many 
Syrians will get killed,” said Kra-
vetz.

He said enlisting Syrians isn’t 
going to help Russia and he doesn’t 
think it will make an impact for 
Russia.

“It’s going to make it worse 
for him. He is in a corner right 
now. When you corner a rat that 
rat is twice as dangerous as usual. 
So now we can’t predict what he 
is going to do. I think he is des-
perate. He is very angry. Over the 
past several days two Russian high 
command officers were killed by 
Ukrainians so he is very angry and 
unpredictable, and I am sure he 
will try to bring mercenaries from 
all around the world. 

“As far as making an impact? 
Probably not because they will be 
executed. They will be very ob-
vious. They don’t know the area 
and the climate is different. Cities 
are different. People are different. 
They have no idea what they will 
be doing, who they are shooting, 
so I think it is going to backfire,” 
he said.

As far as chemical weapons 
go, Kravetz said he hopes not.

“If  he uses it, part of  Rus-
sia will be nuked as well so, if  he 
does it, then he is hurting himself, 
too, and his people, but he doesn’t 
care about them. I am hoping not 
but there is always a chance.”

Communication is spotty 
but there are applications the 
Ukrainians are using to communi-
cate amongst themselves and with 
the world, but the Russians are 



Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 17, 2022 - 828-200-1371

FRIDAYS 

IN APRIL

@10:30AM

YOGA 101

Starts April 8th 

Now Enrolling!

 

Call to join!

828.526.8880

THE ESSENTIALS -
INTRO CLASS
W/ DIANE LEVINE

@YOGA

HIGHLANDS

non-profit 501c3. Through MLIA 
the lake is open to the public for 
canoeing, kayaking, and fly fish-
ing,” said Gleeson.

MLIA hopes that now that 
there is a bona fide plan to dredge 
the lake the Town of  Highlands 
will help.

“We are hoping that if  we 
work together, we can get the job 
done,” he said.

Gleeson said during Phase 
1, dredged dirt will be carted to 
the part of  the lake that is already 
silted over which will likely require 
a permit. 

“It’s critical for us to dredge 
Mirror Lake and make a lasting 

Mirror Lake residents from left: Lew Pollack, Managing Partner, Reliant Real Estate Management, LLC.  Pat Gleeson, 
President, Mirror Lake Improvement Association, and Mike King, Vice President, Mirror Lake Improvement As-
sociation. 							               – Photo by Colleen Kerrigan	

difference for the health of  this 
shared watershed, the betterment 
of  our town, and the environmen-
tal values of  the entire Highlands 
community,” he said.

The MLIA truly believes it 
can “Save Mirror Lake” the battle 
cry it has coined for the commu-
nity.

Gleeson is presenting MLIA’s 
plan at the Town Board meeting 
tonight in the Community Build-
ing at 7 p.m.

For more information, call 
the Mirror Lake hot line is 828-
200-3857. There is also a GoFund-
Me page.

– Kim Lewicki

...MIRROR LAKE continued from 
page 1
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132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828,200,3050 
bobhenritze@gmail,com • www,firewoodcompany,net

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

deeply loved by us and coveted 
as well by the many visitors at-
tracted to this special land, in-
cluding part-time residents and 
vacationers alike. We have a com-
mon bond: we are all in awe of  
what surrounds us and hold the 
same level of  appreciation and 
respect for this area. A day does 
not go by that I take for granted 
all that I have and am blessed 
with including a career in “real” 
estate that allows for me to share 
this love and knowledge of  the 
land with others. Old timers did 
it for me when I made my first 
trek to the Highlands-Cashiers 
Plateau way back in 1997.  I am 
more than happy to pass it on.  
I consider myself  a “Brand Am-
bassador” for the Plateau. I don’t 
have to be paid to endorse this 
special place. It comes naturally 
to share the love. 

I will close with this quote 
by Dr. Seuss: 

“Today is your day!  Your 
mountain is waiting.  So…get on 
your way!”

• Lorna Alexander is a Real-
tor/Broker Associate with Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Meadows 
Mountain Realty.  Visit her on the 
web at www.LornaAlexanderProp-
erties.com or reach her at 828-526-

1717 or by cell at 828-200-2463.  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty has 3 con-
venient offices serving the Highlands-
Cashier Plateau: 488 Main Street in 
Highlands, 2334 Cashiers Road across 

Lorna with Emma, her 6-month old lab.

Whimsey in dire times

The garden ladies were at it again ... they dressed JB up for St. Patty’s Day.
– Photo by Kim Lewicki

from the Highlands Falls Country 
Club and in Cashiers at 196 Burns St.
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ... 
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.
•Highlands School Sports•

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands varsity girls soccer 
team took on Franklin on Friday 
and took the win with a final of  
4-1.

The win comes after High-
lands lost a tough season opener 
in Waynesville on March 9 against 
Tuscola that ended 4-2.

The Lady Highlanders next 
play against Swain at home at 6 
p.m. on March 17.

Lady Highlanders take down Franklin on the road

Highlands Brandy Zagal heads the 
ball on the road against Franklin.

Highlands Addie Westendorf scans Franklin’s defense before sending the ball 
down field

Highlands Abbie Doerter keeps the pressure on Franklin’s offense.

Left: 
Highlands Mac 
Woods makes 
her way to 
Franklin’s goal.

Right:
Highlands 
Caroline 

Woods picks 
off a Frank-
lin pass and 

sends the ball 
down the 

field.
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Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

• See EVENTS page 22

•Highlands Area Events•
Rec Pool Schedule:
• Lap Swim Monday-Friday 6am-

10am, Monday and Thursday 11:15am-
7pm and Tuesday and Wednesday 
11:15am-3:30pm 6 lanes AND 3:30-7 
(shared Pool) and Saturday 10-11am 
6 lanes. Adult Swim Monday-Thursday 
11:15am-7pm.

Call ahead for Public Swim Weekend 
schedule due to staff shortages. 828-526-
1595.

• Tickets for Bear Shadow Music 
Festival are on sale now. For more infor-
mation, visit https://bearshadownc.com/
information/.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate.Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to women 
who want to return to school or further 
their education and have a financial need, 
meets at 10 a,m, If interested, please call 
president Paula McDonald at 706-372-
3004 for meeting places.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10:15-11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Meth-

odist Church on Spring Street is open 
from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal 

Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body work-
out that engages every muscle in the 
body. 

• New Mobility Class with Anna 
Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For 
more information, call Anna 267-825-
0716.

Mon, & Thurs,
• Drive-thru flu clinics at the Public 

Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in 
Franklin from 1–4 pm $36 for the regu-
lar dose and the $73 for the high dose 
(recommended for those 65+). Insur-
ances will be filed; please bring your in-
surance card with you. Questions? Call 
828.349.2081.

Mon, Wed, Thurs
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball 

10:30 am-1 pm.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 am.
Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch with 

Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin 

from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 

5:30. A combination class with many differ-
ent types of exercise.

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 pm 

at the Hudson Library. 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim 

for strong, lean muscles using light weights, 
body weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. 

First Wednesdays
• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is fea-

turing “Walk-in Wednesdays” Hiring Event. 
Interviewing for RNs, CNAs, Allied Health 
Professionals and Support Services Pro-
fessionals, 1-3:30 pm. 190 Hospital Drive, 
front entrance. On the spot offers, Sign-on 
bonuses offered for select positions, Bring 
updated resume. Casual wear. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhila-

rating and fun mix of martial arts for a 
calorie-burning workout.

• Free Covid vaccination clinics – 9 
am to 5pm at the Rec Park. (Closed for 
a half-hour lunch break) Location subject 
to change. please check https://myspot.
nc.gov/ for the latest location informa-
tion. Walk-ins are accepted, however 
we encourage residents to pre-register 
and schedule an appointment at https://
myoptumserve.com/covid19 or by calling 
(877) 505-6723 if you do not have internet. 

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turnersClub meets in Highlands at The 
Bascom at 10 a.m. March and November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the 
First Methodist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/ 909 Chapel. 
We serve breakfast at 9AM and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10AM We invite ALL 
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed McCloskey, 
Commander for any information @828-
787-1660 

Fri - Sun, March 18-20
• Movie at The Playhouse: The Batman. 

Showing Fri, Sat, Sun, 1p.m. and 4 p.m.  www.
mountaintheatre.com 

Fri., March 18
•  The  J ackson County  GOP 

Convention is at 5 PM at the Comfort Inn 
which is location at 1235 E. Main Street 
in Sylva! Food and refreshments will be 
available courtesy of the Jackson County 
Republican Party.

Sat., March 19
• The March 2022 meeting of the 

Western North Carolina WoodturnersClub 

Inc. will be on Saturday at 10 AM at the 
Bascom in Highlands The Bascom is 
located at 323 Franklin Rd, Highlands, NC, 
Just north of Downtown Highlands, NC 
(heading toward Franklin).Drive across 
the covered bridge into the parking lot 
and come into the main entrance near the 
covered patio.There will be directions on 
how to get to the wood turning studio.
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services in the Chapel: 8 am Rite1spoken, 10:30 Rite II 
with Choir; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in the Chapel

Ash Wed. services March 2, 12 p.m., & 5 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

John 3:16

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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•Spiritually Speaking•

When the vast majority of  people think about the 
Catholic Church, they assume there is only one 
and it is the exact same throughout the globe. In 

a way, they are correct. 
There is one Catholic church that enjoys perfect unity 

and equality; however, it is also true that in addition to the 
Roman Catholic Church (aka Latin rite Catholics), there are 
23 other (eastern) Catholic churches. 

The reason most people in the Western Hemisphere 
or Western Europe rarely consider the other churches 
is because there are very few of  them inhabiting these 
regions. The other Catholic churches can be found in 
Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and as far east as India. 
Some of  the larger churches include: the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, the Chaldean Catholic Church of  Iraq, 
the Maronite Church of  Lebanon, and the Syro-Malabar 
Church of  India.

What is the reason for so many Catholic churches? In 
a word, 2,000 years of  history. 

As Christianity spread throughout the Middle East, 
North Africa, Asia Minor, and parts of  Europe during and 
immediately following the Apostolic Age, different regions 
and cities, while sharing the common faith, worship, and 
morality of  the Apostles, nonetheless experienced growth 
and development of  their own traditions, liturgies, customs, 
and laws. One could liken this reality to the common species 
of  dog over time developing into different breeds that are 
both distinct yet the same.  

Roman Catholicism and Eastern Catholicism are 
common yet distinct. What they believe regarding faith and 
morals is absolutely the same. How the respective Churches 
operate, however, is distinct with each having their own 
codes of  canon (or ecclesial) law. Lastly, their worship 
looks markedly different. Eastern Catholics retained the 
liturgy of  the Orthodox. This worship poised no problem 
for Roman Catholics as it was a worship used when all 
Christians were united. In fact, their liturgy, as well as the 
Traditional Latin Mass, enjoys an antiquity dating back to 
the earliest Christian centuries. 

Formal unity was enjoyed (with occasional and 
usually short-lived exceptions) for the first Christian 
millennium until the regrettable Great Schism of  1054 
AD resulting in the formal separation of  the Catholic and 
Orthodox Churches. Simultaneously, with the exception 
of  the Maronite Church, all the other modern-day Eastern 

Eastern 
Catholicism

Fr. Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains 
Catholic Church
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

March 11. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials have 
been used. 

March 11
• Officers responded to a call of 

theft from a motor vehicle in the High-
land Hiker parking lot where someone 
entered the vehicle and took a $50 bill.

March 13
• At 7:16 p.m., Madison Briana 

Owenby, 21, of Franklin was arrested 
for DWI when pulled over on Hospital 
Drive.

 
The Highlands Fire & Rescue 

log from March 8
March 8
• At 4:46 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident US 64 west.
• At 5:35 p.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance on US 64 west.

Catholics split from Rome and and remained 
in league with the Eastern Orthodox. 

These rifts however were slowly 
healed one-by-one as groups, large and 
small, sought reunion with Rome over the 
centuries. Perhaps the highest concentration 
of  returns came during the renewed 

March 9
• At 10:32 a.m.,  the dept. was first-

responders to at location on Main Street.
March 11
• At 12:28 p.m.,  responded to a mo-

tor vehicle accident on NC 106.
• At 2:22 p.m., the dept. provided pub-

lic assistance VZ Top Road.
March 12
• At 1:48 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Ron Sanders 
Lane.

• At 5:24 p.m. the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.

March 13
• At 8:18 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm on Main Street.
March 14
•At 3:56 p.m.,  the dept. investigated 

the source of smoke on Blue Valley Road.
March 15
•At 2:27 a.m.,  the dept. provided mu-

tual aid to Cashiers FD.

•Biz/Org News•

missionary zeal of  the Counter-Reformation 
period.

Today, Roman Catholics and Eastern 
Catholics are in full unity and see themselves 
as constituting two lungs in the Body of  
Christ. 

From left: Andy Chmar, President, Hudson Library; Carol Misner, President, Mountain Findings; 
Carlyn Morenus, Hudson Librarian

Along with the Hudson Librarian 
Carlyn Morenus, the Board Presidents of  
Mountain Findings and the Hudson Library 
of  Highlands, NC, Inc., Carol Misner 
and Andy Chmar, respectively, recently 
gathered to recognize a generous grant from 
Mountain Findings in 2021.

The funds are being used to significantly 
underwrite the recent design, fabrication and 
installation of  new signage and wayfinding 
throughout the inside of  the library and over 
the two entrances. 

A yearlong project involving members 
of  the board, Highlands resident and artist 
Rosemary Stiefel, and the Hudson Library 
staff, the signage was expertly designed by 
Greenville-based McMillan Pazdan Smith, 
LLC and fabricated by 2/90 Sign Systems 
from Michigan. 

“With Mountain Findings’ generous 
support and the talent brought to bear 
both in Highlands and through our outside 
contractors, the improvements in the 
Library’s overall appearance and the users’ 
experience are incalculable. We hope as 
visitors come in the Hudson Library, they’ll 
pause to enjoy these enhancements.  We 
are most thankful for Mountain Findings 
great support across the community and 
their partnership in making this project a 
reality,” said Chmar.  

The Hudson Library of  Highlands, 
NC Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation 
with the sole mission to support the 
Hudson Library through ownership & 
stewardship of  the building and grounds, 
fundraising, volunteering, and advocacy.

Donation funds renovations to the 
Hudson Library

...SPIRITUALLY  SPEAKING continued 
from page 18

National Bagpipers Day was 
celebrated in Highlands last 
Thursday in Town Square on 
Main Street.

– Photo by Colleen Kerrigan

Piping the 
afternoon 

away



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 
Enter from the rear.)

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

RICARDO MORALES

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Residential
Commercial

Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
Sheetrock Repair

Wallpaper Removal
Log Homes

Decks

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING

828-524-1391 • 828-332-0525
murphyspaintco@gmail.com

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
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GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

RICARDO MORALES

33

•Classifieds•
WANTED
RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS OWNER in 

search of at least two bedroom rental. Must have 
washer and dryer and be pet friendly. 828-482-2219 

FOR SALE
RESTAURANT, CASHIERS, NC– Fully 

furnished, great location. 828 331-7300 (st. 2/3)
HELP WANTED
PART-TIME RETAIL SALES CLOTHING 

BOUTIQUE on Main St. in Highlands. Seasonal 
and Year round positions. Competitive pay. Retail 
sales experience preferred. Ideal second job, or re-
tiree who wants to stay active. Call 407-399-0572 
or email elenawood@gmail.com for interview. (st. 
3/17)

HIGHLANDS EXCURSION is hiring 
guides/drivers. Email us at adventure4118@gmail.
com. (st. 3/10)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT Looking 
for full-time hostess (great pay) dishwasher, prep 
cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift only. Call Jacque 
at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. (st. 
2/17)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAMBER 
MUSIC FESTIVAL has an immediate opening 
for a part time administrative assistant for their 
41st season in their Highlands office. Music knowl-
edge is not required. Email hccmfnc@gmail.com or 
call 828-200-3882 for an appointment. (2/24-3/10)

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
DINING ROOM SUPERVISOR – HMH is 
seeking a full time shift supervisor to coordinate 
reservations and oversee all aspects of service in 
the front of the house at TRG.This role will act 
as Maitre’ D to the dining room, work service for 
lunch, dinner and brunch and be responsible for 
the proper execution of each service period.This 
position will begin as an hourly position and has 
the potential to grow into a salaried position based 
upon performance. This candidate should be posi-
tive, reliable, hard working, have a love of people, 
service and have aspirations to lead and grow with 
the company. (st. 12/16) 

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is 
an Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking 
for Med Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary 
Staff,. You may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse 
Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by email to 
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER NEED-
ED FOR LIVE IN POSITION – Prefer a local 
couple/individual to entertain and maintain facil-

ity while enjoying living in an exceptional facility. 
Strong people/communication skills needed. Must 
be flexible and have impeccable references and ex-
perience in hospitality/facility maintenance. Back-
ground/knowledge in wine and bar beverages a 
plus. Interest/knowledge in hiking/construction and 
outdoors is good also. Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com. (st. 2/11) 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big garage on 3,14 

acres land, water, sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private paved 
road, mountain view. (st. 10/7) 

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY FOR 
SALE! Imagine getting one of the best panoramic 
views in Highlands.10 acres of land backing up to 
the national forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft main 
house with an available 2 bedroom guest house and 
a putting green and horseshoe pit for $990,000! 
Better hurry before my wife changes her mind. 
Please text or ring Paul at 678-516-8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN 

– Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, mi-
nor plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free 
estimates. Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22) 

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRICES – Call 
me! Private, Personal and Professional caregiver, 
companion or sitter. I am available to work with 
each clients needs, days and hours. 828-507-1692. 
(st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or 
text James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (st. 9/16)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedi-
cated to my clients. Stop paying agency prices and 
call me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ 
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile De-
sign & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (10/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF 
& FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, 
debris removal, pressure washing. Call 828-371-
1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to 
CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to 
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message at 
828-526-5208.

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!
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...UKRAINE continued from page 1
confiscating civilian phones and following 
the messages, so the people are being very 
careful about what they say, especially as to 
locations and delivery points for weapons.

“This group I am following said there 
are a lot of  captive Russian soldiers who 
were told that Ukrainians will greet them 
with flowers and bread. Like, ‘Thank you 
for coming.’ No, No, that is not happening, 
Even in Eastern Ukraine on the border of  
Russia is the same way. The entire country 
is resisting the invasion,” he said.

As far as off-ramps are concerned, 
Kravetz doesn’t think there are any Putin 
will take.

“He is surrounded by oligarchs who 
are under sanctions, but they have billions 
and billions of  dollars that they don’t keep 
in Russia -- no one wants to keep their 
money in Russia because if  you keep your 
money in Russia, it means they can take it 
from you. 

“There is no way out. It’s his way or no 
way. He is going to keep pushing forward, 
he is going to keep the territories that he 
currently occupies. 

“But there is no victory for Russia 
in this war, regardless of  what happens. 
There will be no victory. It is going to be 
the collapse of  Russia. There is no way he 
can walk clean out of  this. It’s way too late. 
Too many people have gotten killed. Too 
many Russian soldiers have gotten killed. 
For him there is no way out. Even if  he 
freezes the conflict, the sanctions being im-
posed on Russia, they aren’t going away,” 
Kravetz said.

Though the collapse of  Russia would 
be enormous with rich Russian’s assets 
worthless due to sanctions, Kravetz be-
lieves the only people who can stop the war 
are the Russian citizens. He acknowledges 
the brave Russian people who have gone 
to the Kremlin to protest even though they 
are brutally beaten and taken by the police.

“They live in a police state. They have 
no power. They are slaves in the 21st cen-
tury. They live in fear.

“Even the oligarchs will lose regard-
less of  the off-shore accounts everywhere 
– in the US, Germany, little islands in Ca-
ribbean. Everywhere.

“They will likely lose their assets so 
something will happen, but Putin still has a 
grip, and everyone is afraid of  him. Every-
one. He has no boundaries. He will do what-
ever he needs to do. He never cared about 
human life and especially now that he is in a 
corner it’s going to get worse,” he said. 

Kravetz said Putin is evil “He is the 
devil 100%. He doesn’t care.”

In fact, Ukrainians liken Putin to Mor-
dor in Lord of  the Rings and his soldiers to 
Orcs.

In J. R. R. Tolkien’s fictional world of  
Middle-earth, Mordor is the realm and base 
of  the evil Sauron. Orcs were the primary 
foot soldiers of  the Dark Lord’s armies.

Kravetz said captured Russian soldiers 
are encouraged to call home and tell their 
mothers they are alive and OK. He said they 
are floored about the standard of  living in 
Ukraine.

He said one soldier told his mother that 
in the smallest villages in the middle of  no-
where in Ukraine there are paved roads that 
you can drive on and people have central wa-
ter and electricity.

Kravetz said 30 miles outside Moscow 

Highlanders show their support for Ukraine.

it’s a totally different Russia. The roads are 
dirt, people have no central water, and they 
use outhouses for the bathroom.

“They say Moscow is its own country 
and proceeds from everything goes to Mos-
cow – oil, gas, diamonds, and gold,” he said. 
“The Russian soldiers are very demoralized; 
they don’t know what they are fighting for. 
They are dying every day for something they 
don’t know what for.”

In addition, from what Kravetz has 
heard, the Russians don’t collect bodies. 

“When fighting was in my hometown, 
they left the bodies there. They don’t care 
unlike Ukrainians who bury their bodies.

“Just imagine you grow up somewhere 
in Central Russia. You go to school, and 
you have this mandatory military service. 
All of  a sudden you get killed in southern 
Ukraine and they leave your body there. 
We allow them to take them, but they don’t 
know what to do with them. They are taking 
some to Belarus but if  you are in southern 
Ukraine that is far, far, far away.”

What can the allies, particularly Amer-
ica do?

“Just keep it coming. Support Ukraine, 

donate to organizations and the Ukrainian 
military, kids, refugees and just give us what 
we need, and we will do the job,” said Kra-
vetz. “This is a fight between the light and 
the dark. It’s a fight against freedom and 
the soldiers of  light versus tyranny.”

To the American people Kravetz says 
“Thank You.”

“Thank you so much for your support. 
According to polls people are saying we 
should shut down the skies. They may not 
understand what the consequences of  that 
would be, but I want to thank the American 
people for their support, I want to thank 
the American people and organizations like 
Red Cross and all the many private people 
donating whatever they can. Please don’t 
blame Ukraine for higher gas prices. Hang 
in there with us. Pray for Ukraine. I appre-
ciate your support and thoughts and every-
thing else that the US provides to the great 
people of  Ukraine.”

Kravetz said he is very grateful to 
Ukraine’s neighbors, too -– Poland, Slova-
kia, Romania, Hungary, Germany – for tak-
ing Ukrainian refugees and treating them 
very well, giving them housing and food. 

“A special thanks to Poland. They real-
ly are being very good neighbors. Just imag-
ine you have a neighbor next door who is 
completely crazy. Just imagine!” he said.

Kravetz suggested a new world order 
when the conflict is over – an order where 
the aggressor isn’t allowed to participate. 
He believes organizations with more teeth 
in them need to be formed to navigate 
much needed change in the world.

President Zelensky touched on this 
notion Wednesday during his adddress to 
Congress when he suggested the formation 
of  United for Peace – U24 – an alliance of  
responsible countries that have the strength 
and consciousness to stop conflict immedi-
ately – even intervening within 24 hours to 
stop aggressors.

 Kravetz parents – his father who is 
62, his mother who is 60 and his sister who 
is 24 – evacuated Voznesensk and traveled 
to western Ukraine where for now they are 
safe. Kravetz keeps up with them daily.

– Kim Lewicki

...EVENTS continued from page 17
Visitors are always welcome.

Tues.-Thurs., March 22-24
Portrait artist Morgan Johnston 

art exhibit at The Highlander Mountain 
House 10a til close.

Thurs., March 24

• Performer Duquette Johnston at the 
Ruffed Grouse at the Highlander Mountain 
House at 9 p.m. Tickets are $25. Call 828-
526-2590 

Fri., March 25
• Portrait Sittings with Morgan John-

ston 10a to noon by appointment. Email 
morgan@ruggedandfancy.com 

Thurs. April 14
• Italian Inspired Spring Fling at The Farm 

with Executive Chef, Craig Richards. Book on-
line at OldEdwardsInn.com

•Winter stories will be held at the 
High Dive from 2-4 , a casual gathering of 
story swapping. Come, Tell, Listen.

April 29-May 1
• Bear Shadow Music Festival. For 

tickeets go to bearshadownc.com.



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 17, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 23

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Available for 
2022
email 

highlandseditor@aol.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
lunch & 
dinner

11a-4p &
5:30-til? 

Closed Wed. 

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

See you in the 
Spring of 2022

40 Years of Fine Dining

It was a privilege 
to work with you.

114 N. 4th Street   1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300                (828) 526.4104

276
TRANSACTIONS

$1M
AVERAGE SALE PRICE

#1 REAL ESTATE FIRM
ON THE PLATEAU

$291 MILLION
SALES VOLUME 2021

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS


