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Camps line up at Public Hearing to
discuss PB’s STR recommendations

The last step before the Town
Board begins final deliberations
about Highlands” Short-term
Rentals was a Public Heating on
the Planning Board’s recommen-

dations for amendments to the
Unified Development Ordinance
(UDO) concerning STRs.

Every time there is a pro-
posed amendment to the UDO a
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The Highlands Parkside Center rendition by Hank Rs and Sum

Architecture.

Conditional Zoning will
help make Highlands
Parkside Center a reality

If all goes as planned, the
Bank of America building on Car-
olina Way and Pine Street will be
no more.

At the TFebruary Planning
Board meeting, members consid-
ered the conceptual plans present-

ed by Jeff Weller of Summit Ar-
chitecture regarding the Highlands
Parkside Center.

“The plan is for the current
building to be demolished,” he
said.

o See PARKSIDE page 10

public hearing must be held before
the Town Board. Usually, the Town
Board votes on the amendment at
an subsequent board meeting and

e See CAMPS page 12

Cawthorn
seeking
re-election
in District
11 not 13

By Brittney Lofthouse

North Carolina Rep. Madison
Cawthorn announced in a press
release on Monday that he intends
to seek re-election in North Caro-
lina’s 11th District.

While he has not yet filed
with the North Carolina Board
of Elections, Cawthorn made the
announcement after his campaign
submitted candidacy paperwork
to the Federal Election Commis-
sion that showed the congressman
would run in the 11th Congressio-
nal District.

“l am excited to run for re-
election in North Carolina’s newly
solidified 11th congressional dis-
trict and represent nearly all of my
current constituents in the 118th

o See CAWTHORNE page 13

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY

[Pier Highllirai Carihiar s MLS

A leader on the Highlands/Cashiers
Plateau for 22 years!
Contact us today
and let the #1 firm represent you.

114 N, 4th Street | (828) 5264104 « 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.8300
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Mayor Pat Taylor, far right.

From Highlands is MC Commission Chair Jim Tate, far left and Highlands

Officials meet with NC
DMV Commissioner to
talk “problems’

By Brittney Lofthouse

North Carolina Representative
Karl Gillespie was joined by Sena-
tor Kevin Corbin and other leaders
across Western North Carolina last
Monday afternoon to host newly
appointed DMV Commissioner
Wayne Goodwin and members of

his staff to discuss issues with ru-
ral DMV operations.

“I believe this is the first time
that the DMV Commissioner, let
alone his top staff, has visited the
offices here in Franklin and An-
drews,” said Senator Corbin.

eSee DMV page 9

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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e THE PLATEAU’S POSITION °
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STRs and the upcomlng budget

a very successful and civil

public hearing last Thursday
night that addressed the High-
lands Planning Board’s recom-
mendations concerning short-
term rental amendments to the
UDO.Over 30 people spoke at
the hearing and expressed posi-
tions both for and against the
recommendations being con-
sidered.

The Highlands Town
Board of Commissioners have
been given written public comments sub-
mitted for the hearing.Everyone on the
Highlands Sunshine List has been sent a fi-
nal agenda with those comments included.
To join the Sunshine List contact Gibby
Shaheen at 526-2118, or email her at Gibby.
shaheen@highlandsnc.org,

I want to thank Gibby and our staff
for organizing the hearingThe YouTube
telecast that staff setup was free of the au-
dio problems that were expetienced at the
recent Town Board meeting.

I also want to thank the Highlands
Planning Board, and especially their chair-
person Brad Armstrong, for developing the

I want to thank everyone for

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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Letter Policy:

We reserve the right to reject or edit
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted, Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

STR  recommendations. They
were given a draft proposal
from the town attorneys who
were working on the short-term
rental issueMembers of this
board spent many hours re-
viewing the draft. The planning
board made some difficult deci-
sions as community volunteers.
I speak for the town board in
expressing our appreciation for
their service.

I want to express my grati-
tude to all who attended and
participated in the hearing. The hearing was
a candid airing of different views.In the
great community spirit of Highlands we had
a civil and respectful meeting, I came away
from this meeting with the affirmation that
the people of Highlands love this commu-
nity and respect their fellow citizens.

The next step will be for the Town
Board to begin addressing the recommenda-
tions. I anticipate holding special meetings as
part of this process.The board’s next sched-
uled meeting is the March 10 Highlands
Town Retreat.The STR is will not be on the
retreat agenda. The retreat agenda is reserved
for budget and annual planning issues.

The retreat will be held at Coleman
Hall at the Highlands Presbyterian Church
this coming Thursday, March 10. The ses-
sion will begin at 9 am and continue into the
afternoon.

There will be a lunch break where staff
and commissioners will enjoy a locally ca-
tered box lunch.I say this jokingly that the
box lunch is the one big perk Highlands
elected officials receive yeatly.

The retreat is open to the public. Folks
can come listen to the staff reports and dis-
cussion during the retreat.The retreat is not
a time where public comment is taken. Dur-
ing the sessions no final budget actions are
made.The retreat is actually a preliminary
planning session for developing the town
budget for fiscal year 2022-2023.

There will be several budget workshops
this spring as the Town Manager and staff
develop the new budget.At these workshops
final priorities and adjustments will be set.
At the June Town Board meeting, a public
hearing will be held concerning the pro-
posed new budget. The new budget will go
into effect on July 1.

<
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"You see a dumpster. I see a delightful
culinary challenge.”
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ROOFING SERVICES ;

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Wine Pairing e
Extravaganza
AT THE FARM

Vintners Paula Kornell, Ellie Anest, Brett Weis
& Chef Kristen Essig

Sunday, March 27, 2022

i, $185 per person
OldEdwardsinn.com  E#%% Highlands, NC
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The other side of the story

Dear Editor,

It is time for someone to stand up for Marc Hehn. 1
will be glad to do it.

The board, the mayor, and the media need to quit
picking on him. Last week, both local papers devoted a re-
cord amount of space detailing the inconvenience in pro-
viding copies of contracts and other documents to Marc.

My question is—so what?

Is inconvenience more important than education of
a board member as to a particular issue? My concern is
why other town board members weren’t asking for the
same information. After all, it is the board’s responsibility
to make multimillion dollar decisions as to town projects,
and to do so, they need to read and study the pertinent
contracts and ask questions. Not do so is negligence.
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The Basic Chick — Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant. $10 | Also, the alleged inconvenience can be climinated by
[
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Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

OPEN Mon Fr| * |lato 6p
Sandwiches

(Gluten Free Bread Add $3)

hiring a part-time filing clerk. If you can spend eight and
one half million dollars for a new fire station, you can hire
a clerk for $10 an hour.

The real problem is lack of leadership. Marc is a new
member of the board. He does not have a full-time job,
so supposedly has more time to devote to town issues
than the other members. More importantly, Mark came
to our board with 43 years of experience in municipal and
county administration in positions of responsibility. I was
taught that experience is the greatest teacher.

Wow! What a gift to our little town of 976 citizens.
The leadership should have welcomed him with open
arms. He could be a great resource to call upon for advice
on a regular basis.

For example, our leaders, whoever they are, could
have immediately handed Matc a copy of any of their ex-
pensive contracts for any ideas he might have. It is not too
late for them to change their attitudes. Think positively.

Griffin Bell
Highlands
e See LETTERS page 11

(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler — Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll. $12

Raw & Flawless — Sautéed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana
peppers, and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it's always
delicious!) $14

The Godfather — Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked
provolone, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette. $13

The Muff — Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll. $13

The Porker — Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on
ciabatta. $12

peppers black olives, DJs plckles) $13

500 feet from the
ice-skating rink on Oak
St. in the courtyard right §
beside
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule
@thesecretgarden_market [

Last week Highlands School 5th Grade class created their
own pizzas with teacher Ms. Cashion. “They all did such a

208 N. 5th St. «Village Square * Highlands « 828-305-7509 great job and enjoyed eating their own creations!” she said.

T e | From left are Hudson Tilley an Josh Doerter
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I The Hudson — Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana
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If you want an award-winning real estate experience,
use an award-winning agency.

In 2021, out of a global network of 55,000+ agents, our agents won these awards:

TOP 1/2 OF 1% TOP 3% TOP 7% TOP 12% TOP 18%
2 AGENTS 2 AGENTS 5 AGENTS 2 AGENTS 4 AGENTS

Mary Sania
Abranyi Allen

Betty Dave
Bynum Collins Davis Holt Kirchner

(828) 226-9818  (828) 526-1717 (386) 679-7212 (828) 200-0144  (828) 226-5243  (828) 200-2486  (828) 526-4218 (828) 577-0620
HFCC Office  Main St. Office  Cashiers Office HFCC Office  Cashiers Office HFCC Office Main St Office  Cashiers Office

Brooks Angie Judy John Sherman
Kittrell Longgood Michaud Muir Pope

(828) 230-4453  (828) 707-7908  (828) 371-0730  (404) 245-7027  (828) 342-4277
HFCC Office  Cashiers Office  Main St Office HFCC Office Main St Office

Teresa Faye
Rauers Seay Wurm

(404) 2199123  (828) 421-1514  (828) 200-1345
Main St Office  Main St Office HFCC Office

MeadowsMountainRealty.com | (828) 526-1717

488 Main Street in Highlands HomeServices
2334 Cashiers Road across from Highlands Falls CC PHIESETHEEs

196 Burns Street in Cashiers Meadows Mountain Realty
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebratifig 28 years

= A ermﬁ Cuisine wnﬁ\ a
Cré_ le Twist and German Flair

Open
Wednesday-Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

%- %= Re-opening for
_our 33rd Season
2. March10:m

TUES - SAT
DINNER STARTS
@5:30PM

LAKESIDE

NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY.COM
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT: LAKESIDERESTAURANT.INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

a’

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
40 Years of Fine Dining

i See youin
| the Spring
{  of 2022!

828-526-2338
US 64w ¢ Highlands

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

B T A U R A MNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 days
Closed Wednesdays

Lunch: 11a-4p

5= Dinner: 5:30p - until
# (Closed Sunday night)

)\
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0

BURRITOS & MORE

4TH STREET Hig,

226 sOUT LANDs e

828.526.9313

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours

Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

online Ordering Available and
'I NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Open for Take-out
& Dining-in!
Lunch & Dinner

Lunch 12-3p * Dinner 4:30 - 10p
Closed Wednesdays

Please call for reservations.
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!

Wonderful Steaks cut to order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!
Open Wednesday—Friday 9:30—5:30
Saturday 9:30—4:00
Closed Sunday—Tuesday
Preparing all of the good things on those days!

493 Dillard Road
828-526-2762
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The Secret Garden is in The Viﬂage Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Oﬂeﬂng hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads,
’oakevy items, SECRET dai[y specials, and
Soup of the Day. All the food is freshly made and

Veady fov pick up.
WINTER HOURS
Monday—FViday *na to 6p

(See menu on page 4)

The Secret Garden is 500 feet from the ice-skating rink on Oak
St. and right behind Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Students from the 2-and 3-year-old class at the Highlands
Community Child Development Center with Valentine boxes
they and their parents made and brought to share with their
classmates.

MAGNOLIA
REPUBLIC

482-8747 » 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection
and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tarmins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners

Open Thursday - Monday ¢ 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Craft lce Cream &
Hand-Crafted

Sandwiches

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of kth & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food

R4

Q@;&/elfé

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM
Exceptional Wines

& Craft Cocktails
See you in April 2022!

Reservations:

828.526.4906
440 Main Street ¢ Highlands
www.paolettis.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

Wednesdays
Burger Special

Thursdays
Rib-eye Special

Dinner: from 5:30p
Wed-Sat

Lunch: 1 1:30a - 2p
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch
10a - 2p

Silly Ridge at Sunday Bluegrass Brunch ¢ Mar 13,27
& at Thursday Night Bluegrass 7-9pm ¢ Mar 10, 24

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

Breakfast & Lunch AII Day
Open 7:30a to 4p * 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square » 137 Main St, Highlands
826-462-7.020
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COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art

Open for outside pickup &
dellvery

o
"-;.

2 it

(828) 526- 4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

&

(Cabin Couture

~ Home Decor

~ Gifts
~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from
wherever you are at
www.highlands info.com.

Clilck on Local News.

Each week’s issue is uploaded every Thursday AM.

NoOow BOOKING LOCAL SPECIALS
THROUGH MARCH 2022 | SUNDAY - THURSDAY

Half-Mile Farm from $155 | Old Edwards Inn from $185

Overnight Guests Enjoy a Glass of Complimentary
Champagne with Dinner at Madison’s

$20 Fitness or Yoga Classes

25% Off Entire Purchase at Acorns

e PAST & PRESENT ®

Why Are People So Stupid?

nd stubborn, too?
In the face of
overwhelming evi-

dence both scientific and
anecdotal that, yes, vacci-
nations do work and, yes,
there is climate change,
and, yes, the pandemic is
not a hoax, and, yes, Joe
Biden really is a legitimate
President, a large segment
of society nonetheless
continues to deny all this
and more. How could
they be so stupid? And
stubborn?

“scholarly” or “profes-
sional” associations and
placing a plaque in your
office that says “voted
best in” whatever and
wherever. When Rand
Paul, Dr. Oz, Anthony
Fauci, and Rochelle
Walensky, all medically
credentialed experts, give
different opinions about
Covid, its variants and
treatment, who do you
trust? If anything, the
media only makes mat-
ters worse.

Perhaps they aren’t.
Indeed, the very idea of
telling anyone they are stupid not only is
insulting but also condescending, arrogant,
and probably not a good long term strategy.
It’s unlikely to soften hearts, change minds,
ot beliefs. Indeed, any argument that some
are not as well educated, have some sort of
information deficit inasmuch as they don’t
have access to diverse media sources, that
they don’t behave ot think rationally, or that
they are cranks who embrace crazy, even
dangerous beliefs and conspiracy theories
simply doesn’t sufficiently explain why mil-
lions not only defend but proudly put for-
ward, even act on patently false beliefs. Hy-
droxychlorquine anyone?

Like so much today, issues such as vac-
cination and mask mandates have become
benchmarks in our endless culture wars and
political debates. They’re not just about facts
and evidence anymore. Even Socrates, Ga-
len, or Euclid would struggle with “facts” in
our present chaotic world. Moreover, calling
people stupid or ignorant simply feeds into
deepening class divisions and social anxiet-
ies many have about being marginalized,
disregarded, and dismissed by cultural and
“other” elites. Business and military elites?
Well, they’re somehow OK while others
aren’t. Confused? Just ask Peter Thiel for
an explanation.

Americans simply don’t trust experts
anymore. Or almost anyone. All the old
markers of proficiency, degtrees, qualifica-
tions, experience, and awards no longer
guarantee anything, In fact, you can acquire
them easily by going on the internet and

Milton Ready

Frankly, I'd go
with Rand Paul for oph-
thalmology but Tony Fauci for infectious
diseases. Still, you might get the impression
that science isn’t “hard” but soft and always
changing and, from that, you rationally can
reject a medical and scientific consensus
about vaccinations or anything. And if you
do get sick? You then wholeheartedly insist
that you’re right because you went on the
internet and know as much as the physician
or nurse attending you. “Give me Ivermec-
tin or I'll sue you for malpractice!”

Lastly, coming to your own con-
clusions and defensively wrapping them
around you gives some element of control
in these chaotic times. When confronted
with a global pandemic, constant fear of
death and illness, arbitrary lockdowns, dif-
fering masking policies, political upheaval
here and worldwide, worsening income
equality, periodic recessions, and a burn-
ing and drowning planet, small wonder that
some embrace what little agency they have
by being stubborn contrarians. Local in-
stitutions like family, schools, and religion
thus take on an expanded role in lives while
government and the media is much less
trusted.

So what’s the solution? Para-
phrasing the Zen master Roshi, who said
there is one? Indeed, it likely will take a pre-
cipitous even unanticipated event to change
American’s hearts, minds, and beliefs. Look
for one sooner and not later. Until then,
let’s be kinder and less judgmental toward
each other and, as Johnny Carson once
said, laugh more. Lots more.

This promotion is limited to one guestroom per night. purchasing them or joining any number of

For Eligibility and Restrictions, Visit OldEdwardsHospitality.com/LocalLove




..DMYV continued from page 1

Also at the meeting was
Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor,
Macon County Manager Derek
Roland, MC Commission Chair
Jim Tate, and Franklin Mayor
Jack Horton to hear about issues
and concerns about the Franklin
DMV operations as well as an-
swer questions on what solutions
are in the progress.

Since taking over as Com-
missioner on Jan. 18, Goodwin
now oversees the daily operations
of the N.C. Division of Motor
Vehicles, including vehicle regis-
trations, driver licenses, vehicle
safety, and emissions inspections
as well as activities to halt vehicle
theft and identity fraud.

With wait times and short-
ened operating hours being
among the top concerns, not just
in WNC, but across the state,
Goodwin noted that addressing
employment shortages would be
the first step in addressing issues.
Macon County’s driving license
office is intended to employ two
people, however, they currently
have a vacancy, meaning 50% of
their workforce is missing, An-
drews has three staff, however,
with one vacancy, a third of the
office’s workforce is missing,

On Monday afternoon, if
trying to book an appointment
to be seen at the Franklin DMV
office, the first available appoint-
ment was May 12— 80 days out. A
sign hanging in the Franklin office
said appointments are typically 45
days out — however with a staff
vacancy, that wait time is currently
almost double.

Yvonne Cano with NCWorks
was on hand to brainstorm how
NC DMV can work in conjunc-
tion with NCWorks to advertise
job openings within the DMV and
fill vacancies that cause longer wait
times and reduced operating hours.

Before joining the N.C. De-
partment of  Transportation,
Goodwin worked as president and
CEO of Seaboard Strategic Con-
sulting where he provided counsel
to insurance entities, businesses,
associations, and consumerts.

Goodwin also  previously
served as state insurance commis-
sioner for eight years, overseeing
the agency that regulates insurance
rates as products as well as inves-
tigating fraud. During his time as
insurance commissioner, he also
served as state fire marshal and
chaired the national Antifraud
Task Force for two years.

Mountain Findings
Thrift Store

Mountain Findings will be open for
shoppers during the winter,
weather permitting.

Important Dates

March 18-19 10a to 1p
April 15-16 10a to 1p
Cash or check

432 Spruce St. ¢ Highlands

Prior to traveling to Andrews
and Franklin, Goodwin attended a
ribbon-cutting for the state’s 117
DMYV office in Marshall located in
Madison County. Before this, Mad-
ison County residents have had to
travel into another county for in-
person service since the 2019 clo-
sure of the Main-Street DMV of-
fice. For a short time, there was a
part-time office in Madison Coun-
ty, but that also closed during the
pandemic. The new office marks
the full-time return to service that
has been needed for several years.

Sen. Corbin said that creat-
ing a part-time office split between
Robbinsville and Murphy may be
possible and would alleviate much
of the capacity and delays being
experienced at the Andrews and
Franklin offices.

Goodwin, who will be back
in WNC later this month, said that
meeting with officials and hear-
ing firsthand how he and his team
can improve the department and
operations for customers is a top
priority and something he plans to
continue doing,
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

il i~
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Modern MTN Life

Bra_z'ilian Cowhides

132 Hwy 107 S. Cashiers, NC ° 828-48-50I | « Open Year Round
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..PARKSIDE continued from page 1
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The mixed-use project will have retail and residential units.

Weller went through the steps to hope-
fully get B2 Conditional Zoning (CZ) for
the .977-acre property, which is currently
zoned B3, to construct a commercial/resi-
dential building with a parking deck in its
place.

Weller said they are requesting the zone
be changed to B2 CZ so the new building
can extend to the edge of the sidewalks
which will be on three sides of the parcel
including the existing Pine Street and N. 4th
Street sidewalks and a new brick sidewalk to
be laid along the north edge of the prop-

erty along Carolina Way which will border a
small parking lot.

B3 zoning requires a 25 ft. setback
from the property lines which would mean
the design would be grouped in the center
of the parcel and would end up resembling
a strip mall with parking around the build-
ing.

“The B2 CZ zone would enable the
parcel to be much more functional as well
as allowing the frontage on N. 4th Street as
well as the park-side to be pedestrian friend-
ly,” said Weller. “Through the years, the de-

Andrea Gabbard

MEMHBER

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

€ 828.200.6742 0 828.526.8300

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s

International Realty is the #1
producing office on the Plateau 2020

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.
Offered for $895,000

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

velopment of this side of Highlands down-
town area on Carolina Way has been widely
developed similar to the B2 requirement,
which is on the north side of the property.
On the southside of the property the zoning
is B1. To better blend into the location and
the surroundings, the ordinances associated
with B2 CZ would allow the property to bet-
ter support the primary downtown business
district.”

At the meeting he said currently there is
not transition in zoning, It’s B1 on the part
side, B3 on the bank side of Carolina Way
and developed with B2 aspects on the north
side of Carolina Way.

Plans are for the property, now owned
by Pine Holdings, LL.C, includes seven busi-
ness spaces ranging in size of 1,600 sf. to
2,000 sq. ft. on the lower level of the build-
ing and seven apartments ranging in size of
1,600 sq. ft. to 1,800 sq. ft. on upper level, or
one 6,000 sq. ft. residential unit, as well as a
two-level parking garage with the top level
accessed by Carolina Way and the bottom
level accessed from Pine Street.

The recent Comprehensive Plan identi-
fied this area as a good spot for mixed-use
with both businesses and residential units
like what exists across the street on Carolina
Way.

A total of 59 parking spaces are re-
quired so planned are 30 spaces on the up-
per parking deck, 15 on the lower deck and
14 in the parking area along Carolina Way.

Asst. Town Planner Michael Mathis said
according to the master plan for the project,
the built upon area will make up 68.6% of
the overall lot. As per 8.41 of the UDOQO,
when approved as a “Special Nonresidential
Intensity Allocation,” nonresidential uses
may be permitted up to a maximum of 70%
built-upon in up to 5% of the balance of the
watershed which is outside the critical area.

“The master plan for this project meets
the standards of the UDO. The recommen-
dation is to approve the Conditional Zoning
Request consistent with the town’s Land Use
Plan,” said Mathis.

The Planning Board was for the plan
with Chairman Brad Armstrong saying “To
me this is exactly what we need for this prop-
erty,” but concerns brought up by Highlands
Motoring Festival representatives Chairman
Mark Chmar and Steve Mehder were taken
into consideration.

The issue revolves around the ingtress/
egress point of the lower parking garage
which is on to Pine Street and into the park.

Highlands Motoring Festival Chairman

Chmar and member Medher both thought
the idea was great and shows how a valu-
able piece of property can be put to a great
mixed-use but worried an aspect of the de-
sign could hamper future events in the park.

“How the park is used is vital to me
and more than just us, but last year we gave
$81,000 to three local human-needs chari-
ties by putting on a first-class festival that
has now attracted people from around the
country who have never been here before.
But the devil is in the details and one of the
details is that lower parking garage that exits
on to Pine Street — the park street.

“We use the park for the motoring fes-
tival but it’s also used for the art and crafts
festival, the concerts on Saturday nights,
Christmas and Highlands Food & Wine, so
if the only ingress and exit to that lower lev-
el of the parking garage is on to Pine Street,
that forever changes the character of the
park and how it can be used.

“I would say it’s impractical to say that
from now on and forever, if someone wants
to use the park that area has to be blocked
off, if that’s the only exit provided,” he said.
“I would love to see the project, but I would
love to see it with a different solution to the
parking. I wanted to bring it up eatly so it’s
not a surprise in the end and everyone then
realizes this is a problem.”

Though it will take some reworking
and consideration due to the lay of the land,
Weller said the owners are three young men
who love Highlands and who are very com-
munity-minded.

“We will certainly look at options to get
that out of there,” said Weller.

In the end the board voted unanimous-
ly to recommend B2 CZ for the parcel with
conditions.

“We recommend approval of the Con-
ditional Zoning with the additional condi-
tion that either there is a second point of
ingress/egtess for the lower parking deck
that would not require exiting on Pine Street
during events or an operational covenant be
applied that says those spaces [in the lower
parking deck] can’t be utilized during town-
sanctioned events with a strong preference
that this be accomplished with the first part
of the statement,” said Armstrong,

Making the lower level of the parking
garage inaccessible during town-sanctioned
events could mean 2-6 days at a time during
various times of the year depending on the

event.
— Kim Lewicki
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Doing business at the human level

t's called anti-social me-
Idla when two or more are

seated in a nice Highlands
restaurant all thumbing away
on their phones (odds are pret-
ty good at least one of them is
a real estate broker); anti-social
media is when checking the
Instagram feed every morning
happens before your first cup
of coffee; or it’s when you've
been driving around the same
town for years, but now need to
turn on Waze or Google Maps
in order to find the new bistro
around the corner. And yet, many call use
social media when they go about buying a
house and rely exclusively upon Zillow, re-
altor.com. or Trulia as the “experts”.

The late great Johnny Isakson, for-
mer United States Senator and Founder
of Northside Realty in Atlanta, GA said it
best: “In the real estate business you learn
more about people and you learn more
about community issues, you learn more
about life, you learn more about the impact
of government, probably that any other
profession that I know of”” What Johnny
was embracing is that it’s important that
all of us do business at the “human level”,
especially in real estate where it’s generally
one of if the largest investments you’ll ever
make.

Zillow, Trulia, and realtor.com certain-
ly serve a purpose. They inform buyers and
sellers, period. I just cannot speak to the ac-
curacy of all their data; especially the “Mar-
ket Values” of real property. Remember,
their information is extrapolated from the
County records and then propagated based
upon algorithms. When was the last time an
algorithm told you about the sewage treat-
ment plant just west of the property and

Pat Gleeson, BIC
White Oak Realty
Group

when the wind blows you really
know it? Did the online plat-
form mention the fact that the
neighbor’s driveway encroaches
by 20 feet onto the property
you’re considering buying? Do
the beautiful photos show you
the moisture in the crawl space?
Let’s face it you wouldn’t buy
a car from a vending machine
would you (even though you
can on Carvana), and WebMD
cannot perform an appendec-
tomy. The anti-social media is
meant to inform. The human
level is where youll be advised and where
you can learn about the local market, espe-
cially in the mountains.

Please do yourself a favor. The next
time you’re in Highlands, have that first cup
of coffee with the best real estate broker
you can find. With 312 Brokers along the
Highlands-Cashiers Plateau, you have plenty
of choices. Ask your friend about their ex-
periences buying or selling property, and if
they’re willing to provide a recommenda-
tion, call that person for coffee. The Ritz-
Carlton Hotel corporation was the finest
hotel collection in the world, the winners
of 2 Malcom-Baldridge National Quality
Awards for customer experience. They had
a very simple credo which was this “Ladies
and Gentlemen Serving Ladies and Gentle-
men”, now that’s doing business at the Hu-
man Level.

* Pat Gleeson, Bee, Tom, Christal, Susie and
Gemma (Yellow Labrador) are Helpers and Bro-
kers of White Oak Realty Group, in downtown
Highlands (4th Street across from the Old Edwards
Inn).  Since 2009, White Oak Realty Group re-
mains one of the leading bontique brokerage firms
on the Highlands-Cashiers Platean. You can reach
all of us at §28.526.8118.

..LETTERS continued from page 4
Something is very wrong

Dear Editor,

I sat there and read with incredulity the
recap of the 2/17/22 Town Board meeting
described in last week’s Highlands Newspa-
per. Has Commissioner Marc Hehn gone
off the rails?

The Mayor and the other Commis-
sioners, as well as the Town Managers and
their staff all have the patience of Job!

Mr. Hehn has harassed, insulted,
threatened to sue, and attempted to extort
from a town employee no less, yet the town

has offered to buy Mr. Hehn a printer and
load it with paper and he still isn’t satisfied?

What is the recall provision for a Town
Commissioner of Highlands? If none exists,
then when does his term expire?

Instead of someone owing Mr. Hehn
money, he owes the citizens of Highlands
reimbursement for his incredible waste of
our human resources and surely limited pa-
tience with his obtuse behavior.

Bob McEver
Highlands
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EXCEPTIONAL LISTING SERVICE

JOHN SHEEHAMN | Broker
225 Main Street | 404.790.9716
johniahighlandsandcashiers.com

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514
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..CAMPS continued from page 1

that’s how the hearing closed Thursday
night.

“There will be no final action tonight,”
said Mayor Pat Taylor.

About 50 people representing two
camps — those for the continuation of
STRs and those who want them eliminated
— turned out for the meeting, but neither
group was unequivocally in favor of the
Planning Board’s recommendations and
stipulations allowing STRs in all residential
districts — R1, R2 and R3.

Since that recommendation was the
crux of the Planning Boards amend-
ment, it was a no-starter for members of
the Highlands Neighborhood Coalition.
They adamantly believe STRs are commer-
cial enterprises and as such aren’t allowed
in at least the R1 district where commer-
cial enterprises aren’t allowed. Soft com-
mercial enterprises are allowed in R2 but
those against STRs don’t want STRs to be
allowed to continue in the R2 zone either
and some say anywhere in Highlands.

Those who align themselves with Save
Highlands liked the idea of STRs being
allowed to continue in the residential dis-
tricts, but they didn’t like the limitations as-
signed to each district regarding length of
stay — less than 14 days in one area, a mini-
mum of 14 days in another, etc.

In general, they voiced concerns over
the ordinance’s enforceability and the eco-
nomic impact of disallowing vacation rent-
als which according to speakers has been
allowed in Highlands for about 40 years, if
not longer.

Of the 29 people who spoke, 24 spoke
for STRs and five spoke against. Of the
79 emails/letters received by the town, 56
were against STRs. 30 were for them and 4
weren’t totally for them, nor totally against
them.

Most of the people who spoke for
STRs were under retirement age; most who
spoke against were older and most were
permanently established in Highlands.

Derek Allen with Allen, Stahl & Kil-
bourne is the attorney representing Save
Highlands which has filed a lawsuit against
the town for disallowing STRs and he
spoke first.

Allen has been a land-use attorney for
25 years and has dealt with the STR issue
all over the state and acknowledged it is a
difficult one.

He said Highlands, like other towns
in Western North Carolina, has been a
vacation spot for generations and said his
group feels that the proclamation disallow-

The Community Building filled up quickly as the Public Hearing was about to start last Thursday

night.

ing STRs effective Jan. 3, 2022 came out of
the blue, was invalid and was an attack on
their private property rights and the invest-
ment they’ve made in their homes.

“We think that the commissioners” ac-
tion was wrong because it was beyond their
authority and the town council has said as
much. We think the current UDO does not
prohibit STRs in any form or fashion. We
think prior town representation has con-
firmed that,” he said. “We think there are
constitutional issues out there as well. And
maybe the biggest thing, that has been talked
about in the different silos that has evolved
in the last couple of months is this idea of
grandfathering

“To be real clear about that, there is
a principle in land use about private prop-
erty rights that is based in constitutionality.
It says that if you are doing something on
your property that is a valid authorized use
and a town or a county comes in afterward
and says that is now illegal, you are permit-
ted to continue doing that. It’s called valid
nonconforming use or grandfathered use.
That’s what we are talking about when we
talk about vesting it’s a valid nonconforming
use — that’s what these folks felt like was in
jeopardy.

“On the backside of the lawsuit we
filed, this town hired outside counsel in Mr.
Justus. He knows his stuff and I think he
provided correct counsel saying you can’t
disallow STRs. So, that Aug. 24 proclama-
tion was walked back, and the lawsuit sits out
there with a motion to dismiss. We just let
that sit. We are letting this ordinance process
play out and Mr. Justus and I talked about
that, and we think that is the right thing to
do,” said Allen.

— Photo by Kim Lewicki

Allen pointed to several areas of the or-
dinance with which he had concerns specifi-
cally references to commercial uses, registet-
ing STRs and vesting or grandfathering and
suggested that all passages in every context
in which those subjects are written should
be struck.

He said that NC case law 160D-108
has already determined that vacation rentals
are not commercial uses and the wording in
the ordinance regarding that doesn’t change
that fact.

He said NC General Statute 160 D
1207 C says registering an STR with a zon-
ing certificate is prohibited and the current
law doesn’t allow it though it is currently in
the court of appeals.

“We will wait and see from the court of
appeals if that stands, but we think that the
current state of the law doesn’t allow that,
also vested rights, referred to as valid non-
conforming uses is allowed [grandfathered]
by law, and that’s just what it is,” he said.

David Hagaman spoke next and out
of the gate he voiced every issue spoken by
subsequent speakers — the fact that people
are renting out their home part-time until
retirement in Highlands is possible full-time,
the enforcement of existing ordinances, the
economic impact of prohibiting STRs, and
property rights.

“I learned in law school a phrase that
applies to this situation. Bad facts make bad
law. Sure, there are a small number of STR
renters who make noise, who leave trash
out, and understandably that annoys the
neighbors. I get that totally. But those bad
facts don’t require a bad law which I believe
this proposed ordinance is. If renters make
noise, enforce the noise laws. If they leave

trash out, fine the owners. I think that this
STR proposal is a drastic answer to a prob-
lem that would make bad law,” he said.

He said after reading the emailed let-
ters from those opposing STRs it appears
to him that they only care about them-
selves and not the other people involved.

“They don’t care about my house-
keeper who broke down in tears because
she is going to lose the income from clean-
ing houses that she now has from STRs.
I don’t think they care about the workers
who fix our plumbing, The retail people
who sell us things in stores, many of whom
will lose their jobs because of the loss of
business that will probably occur if this
ordinance is adopted. They certainly don’t
care about me and my property rights. And
the income that I receive from the STRs to
maintain my house.

“These people want to turn the clock
back to what they refer to as the old High-
lands. They are comfortable, they’ve made
it. They have a summer home here or they
have a permanent home here; they are up
on the ladder and now they want to pull
the ladder out so no one else can get up
here,” he said.

The economic loss to the town and
its citizens who live and work in Highlands
was repeated throughout the night — some-
thing several folks suggested the town
study before making drastic changes to the
ordinance.

“People want weekend rentals and I
expect the negative economic impact of
greatly restricting STRs in R1 and R2 could
be catastrophic to the town, and the mer-
chants concerning the loss of revenue,”
said Hagaman. “Do you know that eco-
nomic impact? Before you take the drastic
step of adopting this very restrictive STR
ordinance, you should conduct an eco-
nomic impact study. You need to know the
affect on the town and the merchants and
the people who live here and make their
living here. Anything less than that, in my
opinion, would be a serious dereliction of
your duties as elected officials.”

Pat Allen said real estate brokers have
sold homes acknowledging rentals were al-
lowed for years and years — a fact that was
echoed throughout the hearing,

Kristy Jones Favalli with the Save
Highlands group believed people crying
for workforce housing were suggesting
that no STRs meant there would be avail-
able workforce housing,

“STRs atre being used as a scapegoat
o See CAMP page 15



..CAWTHORN

continued from page 1

Congress. The counties I had previously
lost in redistricting are now included in
the new maps that will be used in the 2022
election cycle, and today, I filed to repre-
sent them again,” said Cawthorn.

In November, Congressman Caw-
thorn announced he would seek reelec-
tion to the US. House of Representatives
in North Carolina’s 13th congressional
district under district maps originally pro-
posed by the N.C. legislature.

While Rep. Cawthorns announce-
ment said his decision was due to the map
changes — the actual maps don’t support
that statement.

When Cawthorn announced he would
not be running for election in his current
district — he claimed that half of the
counties that were originally moved in to
District 13 were counties he currently rep-
resents in District 11.

Polk and McDowell counties and a
slice of Rutherford County would have
moved from District 11 to District 13 and
accounted for around 100,000 residents.
The remaining area of District 13 would
have included Butke, Cleveland, Gaston,
and a slice of Mecklenburg County all of
which would have been new tertitoties for
Cawthorn.

Although Cawthorn planned to seek
election in a new district, it was a district he
didn’t live in.

Now, Rep. Cawthorn says because
Polk, McDowell, and a piece of Ruther-
ford County are back in District 11 — de-
spite now losing Mitchell and Avery— he
will run in District 11.

“Western North Carolinians want a
fighter in Congress. With their support, 1
look forward to returning to Washington
as a sophomore member and helping enact
major change with a historic Republican
majority,” Cawthorn said in a statement.

Rep. Cawthorn faces several primary
challengers including Bruce O’Connell,
Wendy Marie-Limbaugh Nevarez, Mat-
thew Burrill, and Chuck Edwards.

The state Supreme Court struck down
the General Assembly drafted district
maps in early February, saying they were
illegal partisan gerrymanders. The GOP-
controlled General Assembly passed a new
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The new 2022 congressional map approved by Wake County court.

map Feb. 17, but a special three-judge panel
in Wake County reworked it again last week,
saying it didn’t meet fairness standards men-
tioned by the state justices.

Candidate filing under the map adopted
by the trial judges resumed Thursday. The
next day, Republican legislative leaders asked
the US. Supreme Court to block the use of
the court-adopted map. The case is pending;

The court-mandated redistricting ad-
justments also derailed, for now, an effort by
some voters to challenge Cawthorn’s candi-
dacy qualifications based on the US. Con-
stitution.

Roughly a dozen voters from the antici-
pated 13th District filed challenge requests,
but the State Board of Elections said last
week those challenges wouldn’t go forward
now that the 13th District had shifted 200
miles (320 kilometers) east.

The voters argued Cawthorn was dis-
qualified from running because he fails to
comply with a portion of a post-Civil War
amendment to the Constitution pertaining
to insurrections because of his involvement
in the rally that preceded the U.S. Capitol
riot.

When Cawthorn was no longer run-
ning for the 13th District, the lawsuit was
dismissed by the court.

Filing across North Carolina closes at
noon on Friday, March 4.

Current Candidate List for Macon
Counties:

MACON COUNTY:

Board of Commissioners Dis-
trict I:

Don Wilis - Republican

Board of Commissioners Dis-
trict 2:

Ronnie Beale - Democrat

Gary Shields - Republican

Richard Lightner - Republican

Danny Antoine - Republican

Danny Reitmeier - Republican

Gregg Jones — Republican

Clerk of Superior Court:

Justin Stamey - Republican

Shawna Then Lamb - Republican

Mike Trammel - Republican

Register of Deeds

Toddy Raby - Democrat

Macon County Sheriff

Bob Cook - Republican

Dereck Jones - Republican

Chris Browning - Republican

Brent Holbrooks - Republican

Clay Bryson- Republican

WNC RACES

Senate District 50:

Kevin Corbin - Republican- Frank-
lin, NC

NC House of Representatives
District 119:

Mike Clampitt - Republican -

Bryson City, NC
NC Superior Court Judge

District 30A Seat 01:
William  (Bil) Coward -
Republican

NC District Court Judge
District 30 Seat 01:

Kristina Earwood

NC District Court Judge
District 30 Seat 02:

Roy Wijewickrama

District Attorney District 43:

Ashley Hornsby Welch

U.S Congressional District 11

David Adam Coatney- Libertarian-
Fletcher, NC

Bruce O’Connell- Republican- Can-
dler, NC

Wendy Marie-Limbaugh Nevarez-
Republican- Asheville, NC

Matthew Burril- Republican- Fletcher,
NC

Chuck Edwards-
Rock, NC

Rod Honeycutt- Republican- Alexan-
der, NC

Madison  Cawthorn-
Hendersonville, NC

Michele V. Woodhouse- Republican-
Hendersonville, NC

Katie Dean- Democrat- Swannanoa,
NC

Jasmine Beach-Ferrara- Democrat-
Asheville, NC

Republican- Flat

Republican-
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS ®

Ice Rink Schedule
thru Sunday, March 6

* Thursdays |-8pm, Fri-
days and Saturdays |-10pm
and Sundays |-5pm,.Cost is
$5 per skater.

Rec Pool Schedule:

* Lap Swim Monday-
Friday 6am-10am, Monday
and Thursday |1:15am-7pm
and Tuesday and Wednes-
day |1:15am-3:30pm 6 lanes
AND 3:30-7 (shared Pool)
and Saturday 10-Ilam 6
lanes. Adult Swim Monday-
Thursday |1:15am-7pm.

Call ahead for Public
Swim Weekend schedule
due to staff shortages. 828-
526-1595.

* Tickets for Bear Shad-
ow Music Festival are on sale
now. For more information,
visit  https://bearshadownc.
com/information/.

Mondays

Spring
Sports
Registration

Macon County
Youth Sports Registra-
tion is underway for ages
5-15 year olds.

Franklin Little
League Baseball registra-
tion is underway for ages
4-14 year old. Registra-
tion Open Now through
March 7, 2022. Register
online at www.fllbaseball.
com.

Franklin Little
League Softball registra-
tion is underway for ages
4-14 year old. Registra-
tion Open Now through
March 7, 2022. Register
online at www.franklinlit-
tleleaguesoftball.com .

* ESL classes are held at
the Presbyterian Church in
Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm.
No registration required —
just show up and participate.
Questions? Visit www.ma-
conncliteracy.org, call 828-
526 — 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays

*The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women
who want to return to school
or further their education and
have a financial need, meets
at 10 a,m, If interested, please
call president Paula McDonald
at 706-372-3004 for meeting
places.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics |8 years
plus 10:15-1lam.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind
the Methodist Church on
Spring Street is open from 10a
to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.

* Cardio Kickboxing with
Crystal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m.
A full body workout that en-
gages every muscle in the
body.

* New Mobility Class with
Anna Norton It’s all about
movement. 5:30-6:30pm and
Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For
more information, call Anna
267-825-0716.

Mon, & Thurs,

* Drive-thru flu clinics at
the Public Health Center at
1830 Lakeside Dr. in Frank-
lin from 14 pm $36 for the
regular dose and the $73 for
the high dose (recommended
for those 65+). Insurances will

be filed; please bring your in-
surance card with you. Ques-
tions? Call 828.349.2081.

Mon,Wed, Thurs

* Indoor and outdoor
Pickle Ball 10:30 am-| pm.

Mon,Wed, Fri

* Heart Healthy Exer-
cise Class 8:30-9:30am. $25
a month, The class is led by
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the
Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

* Aerobics with Tina Rog-
ers 8-9 am.

Tues. & Thurs.

* Pilates-Strength  and
Stretch with Autumn Lucas

* New Zumba class with
Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p.

* Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A combi-
nation class with many differ-
ent types of exercise.

I st Tuesdays

* Indivisible Highlands
from 5-6:30 pm at the Hudson
Library.

Tuesdays

» Strength Training 8:15-
9:15am. Aim for strong, lean
muscles using light weights,
body weight, and high repeti-
tion to shape and tone.

First Wednesdays

. Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital is featuring “Walk-in
Wednesdays” Hiring Event. In-
terviewing for RNs, CNAs, Al-
lied Health Professionals and
Support Services Profession-
als, 1-3:30 pm. 190 Hospital
Drive, front entrance. On the
spot offers, Sign-on bonuses
offered for select positions,
Bring updated resume. Casual
wear.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am.
An exhilarating and fun mix of
martial arts for a calorie-burn-
ing workout.

* Free Covid vaccina-
tion clinics — 9 am to 5pm at
the Rec Park. (Closed for a
half-hour lunch break) Loca-
tion subject to change. please
check https://myspot.nc.gov/
for the latest location infor-
mation. Walk-ins are accept-
ed, however we encourage
residents to pre-register and
schedule an appointment at
https://myoptumserve.com/
covidl9 or by calling (877)
505-6723 if you do not have
internet.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North
Carolina Woodturners Club
meets in Highlands at The
Bascom at 10 a.m. March and
November.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion
Post 370 meets on the 3rd
Saturday of every month at
the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main Street in their
Community Room/ 909
Chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9AM and hold our monthly
meeting at |0AMWe invite ALL
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed
McCloskey, Commander for
any information @828-787-
1660

Thurs. March 10

* Winter stories will be
held at the High Dive from
2-4 , a casual gathering of
story swapping. Come, Tell,
Listen.

Tues. March 15

* Highlands School
Kindergarten Registration
is on. Children who reach
the age of 5 on or before

August 31, 2022 are eligible
for admission into the Class
of 2035 Call 828-526-2147
for more information.

Thurs.April 14

* Winter stories will be
held at the High Dive from
2-4 , a casual gathering of
story swapping. Come, Tell,
Listen.

April 29-May |

* Bear Shadow Music
Festival. For tickeets go to
bearshadownc.com.

Thurs., May 12

* Winter stories will be
held at the High Dive from
2-4 , a casual gathering of
story swapping. Come, Tell,
Listen.

Mon. March 14

* High Mountain Squares
will start Modern Western
Style Square Dance classes
from 6:30-8:30 PM on Mon-
day evening. Classes will be at
the Environmental Resource
Center, 1624 Lakeside Dr,
Franklin, NC. For more info
call: (727) 599-1440. (828)
332-0001, or (828) 200-0674.

Sat.,March 19

*The March 2022 meeting
of theWestern North Carolina
Woodturners Club Inc. will
be on Saturday at 10 AM
at the Bascom in Highlands
The Bascom is located at
323 Franklin Rd, Highlands,
NG, Just north of Downtown
Highlands, NC (heading
toward Franklin). Drive across
the covered bridge into the
parking lot and come into
the main entrance near the
covered patio. There will
be directions on how to get
to the wood turning studio.
Visitors are always welcome.
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for workforce housing needs,” she said.

“This UDO will not be a step closer
to creating affordable housing in High-
lands. Even if every STR owner flooded
the market with their property, the time
has long passed that an in-town property
will sell for less than $400,000. People mak-
ing $15 to $20 simply will never be able to
afford a house in Highlands, regardless of
this UDO passing, without some sort of
subsidy from the town of Highlands.

“Inflated real estate prices is also not
related to STRs yet it’s another issue the
UDO is supposed to correct. This is not
a Highlands specific issue, it’s a nationwide
issue in all desirable areas. Corporations
giving the greenlight for their employees
to permanently work remotely has caused
an exodus from the major cities to rural
towns,” said Favalli.

She said enforcement of ordinances
in place is the answer, but enforcement
should be unilateral and not targeted to a
segment of homeowners who rent their
properties.

“I have rented for years without ha-
rassment yet from the moment my prop-
erty was ID’d as a rental I’ve had my ex-
terior breakers manually shut off on two
occasions which can be verified by Edward
FElectric, and other homeowners have had
reports of their bear-proof trash cans be-
ing thrown open overnight just waiting
for the bears to help themselves. We are
homeowners here, too, and deserve to be
protected by the same laws and ordinances
that govern us and not simply targeted by
them,” she said.

Kathy Smith said she was in the camp
against uncontrolled growth of STRs in
Highlands and blamed the Chamber of
Commerce for the influx of tourists who
use STRs.

“The Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce is a major driver in the demand for
STRs. Our little town is being promoted
all over this country. And our chamber is
developing new events and festivals and
so forth that attract people and each one
of these need an STR. I know that more
visitors mean more visitors for Main Street
and that’s the goal of the chamber; that’s
their job. But we have a conflict of inter-
est. The residents who support a healthy
community need to consider our support
of the current direction of our chamber. I
realize that OEI and our real estate agents
promote our town nationally, too, that’s
private enterprise. But I don’t think High-
lands owes the wedding industry our town
or our way of life.

“I think we need to let our leadership
know that not all of us are in favor of devel-
oping more and more events and promot-
ing them all over the country. Highlands has
families who have been here for generations
— all kinds of people from all economic
backgrounds — and that’s the community
that we invest our lives and hearts into. Un-
controlled growth of STRs is a threat to
that. It’s not the same old game of ‘come
up and rent a house for a couple of weeks.’
We are into something different here and if
we aren’t careful Highlands will be a revolv-
ing door of transient weekend or week-long
visitors,” she said.

David Bee owner of Highlands Vaca-
tion Rentals said the board made a knee-jerk
reaction of prohibiting STRs without doing
the proper due diligence for the proper fiscal
impact to its decision.

“This knee-jerk reaction has created
division, false accusations and hateful dis-
course between its citizens and neighbors.
No one in Highlands area who has a STR
or manages a STR was contacted for input
on issues and concerns about how to make
things overall better. That’s not proper due
diligence. This process should take at least
a year to do proper due diligence for discus-
sion and proper legal examination.

“You have placed yourselves and oth-
ers in a position of having to spend thou-
sands of unnecessary legal dollars. You are
creating an ordinance that has future legal
ramifications for the town. You are creat-
ing an ordinance that takes away, the owner’s
property rights. I am in favor of STRs in all
residential districts within the town. They
are not the detriment or negative impact as
has been portrayed. I am not in favor of the
removal of owners’ property rights, your’s or
anyone else’s. Before making this decision,
there needs to be a true diverse panel with
discussion,” he said.

Alice Phillips who has managed STRs
for 22 years and sells real estate said the ma-
jority of her sales are to renters who fell in
love with Highlands as renters and decided
to purchase a home for themselves.

“This decision has been made in haste
any there needs to be additional due diligence
and discussion on both the impact this will
cause and the true issues that are the reason
for this change. I am in favor of STRs in all
of our Highlands residential districts. I have
great concern about the impact of this deci-
sion on future values and marketability of
the properties of Highlands,” she said.

Cal Stephens and others feel as STR
owners they are being vilified.

“We are renting our place short-term.

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 3,2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

=

_*Biz/ Q_RG NEwWSse

Waghkarids [ n L

|

l?. -
=

-
g -
"
¥

Y

u ' i
%3

ROTARY

Tom Graham, Rotary Club of Highlands. President and (R) Mark Chmar, Rotarian and

speaker on February 15

Rotarian Mark Chmar demonstrated his knowledge about and love of fast cars when he
traced the history of endurance racing from 1955 into the 1980s. In Mark’s opinion the
greatest automobile race in the world is the 24 Heures du Mans (or Le Mans) which lasts
24 hours, with the winner completing the most laps in that time, a true test of automobile

and drivers’ endurance.

In America, our 24-hour race is the Daytona 24 Hours. Chmar

ended his talk with the exciting announcement that the first three of these amazing race
cars, and possibly the last as well, will be featured in the 2022 Highlands Motoring Festival,
scheduled for June 9-12,2022. Porsche is the featured marque. For more information visit

www.HighlandsMotoringFestival.com.

We are not faceless, nameless horrible peo-
ple. We have a piece of property, we rent it
and we enjoy staying in it, too. I would en-
courage you all to push forward with this
ordinance. It recognizes our vested property
rights.”

Laura Puckett said she has been com-
ing to Highlands since she was a little girl
and has been renting. She has since bought
a home she rents part-time but now people
are suggesting that renting shouldn’t be al-
lowed.

“Given that rationale, wouldnt that
mean a regular rental [long-term, annual]
wouldn’t be allowed because it isn’t speci-
fied as an allowed use anywhere specifically.
Saying an overnight accommodation is a
commercial use — well isn’t any single-family
home an accommodation?”

Caroline Ragsdale who is renting her
home part-time until she retires here said
renting homes gives an affordable option to
staying in a hotel which doesn’t always work
with young children.

Scott Vuncannon who said no matter
how many people come and stay in STRs
Highlands will never be Gatlinburg;

“I don’t know where people get that
idea — constraints just wouldn’t allow that,”

he said.
Local resident and business owner
Stephanie McCall agreed.

“We have rules and regulations to keep
our town the way it is. We aren’t going to
lose our town because of STRs. Our town
is us, the people. We aren’t going to lose
who we are. We have an amazing commu-
nity, and we lift each other up and allowing
renters in isn’t going to change that,” she
said.

She also said many people buying
homes to live in and to rent are doing it to
make money but they are also making the
area, the neighborhoods look better when
they renovate.

That was an issue Michael Ackerson
brought up about his property on Mt. Lori
that was in massive distress.

“We invested significantly into the
property, almost to the tune of $200,000.
I can assure you that our neighbors on Mt.
Lori are very appreciative of the improve-
ments we’ve made to that property. I think
we have made a significant contribution
to Highlands with the investment we’ve
made,” he said. “I hate the proposed re-
strictions on R1, 14-day minimum. I love
the enforcement idea, for noise and trash.
It’s an enforcement issue. You are moving
quickly on something you don’t have the
facts on. The impact study is a must. Go
STRs we will fight it until the end.”

Jennifer Huff with Save Highlands

o See CAMP page 16
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said she appreciates the legally
recognized nonconforming use
language in the proposed ordi-
nance and looks forward to con-
tinuing to be allowed to use her
property in Highlands.

“I am a supporter of STRs
but more importantly property
rights. STRs owners overall are
good honest people, and we want

to continue to provide a place to
stay for our guests who want to
stay in homes, not hotels for vari-
ous reasons. There has been talk
that we aren’t part of this commu-
nity. But many of us live here full-
time and others have been coming
up here for years if not genera-
tions. We have local friends and
neighbors. We have a large positive

Wilbanks Smile Center
Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

278 East Doyle St. e Toccoa, GA
706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

¢ Dental Implants e Root Canal Therapy
e SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!
e Orthodontics including Invisalign
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course ...
o Fillings and Cleanings
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com
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economic impact in the commu-
nity; our collective community,”
she said.

June Wise a real estate bro-
ker who rents her home about
six-months out of the year, said
renters are responsible for 9.75%
taxes which go to the state with
3% of that coming back to Macon
County.

“These renters are contrib-
uting in that way, and they flood
these beautiful little boutiques and
restaurants. I would really like to
know what in the world happened
that here we all now sit. If there
were problems with renters, why
wasn’t something done at the time?
if you have a problem, deal with
it,” she said.

However, local full-time resi-
dent Frieda Bennett said High-
landers dont complain and she
can’t express the changes that have
taken place.

“We have people on our hill
that have lived here for decades
who have now decided that the
quality of life just isn’t what they
want to experience. Are we going
to punish the people who obey the
law, by not turning their homes
into STRs? And according to the
proposed ordinance, going for-
ward, you can’t convert a home
into STR but a neighbor can trans-
fer ownership of the STR prop-
erty?” she asked. “Someone who
didn’t obey the ordinance would
be rewarded while those who did
conform to the ordinances would
be punished,” said Bennett.

Double Alle Points for

BOTOX + FILLER

On Same Day in March
Call 828-526-3773
For your appointment

Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Local full-time resident and
STR owner Jerry Moore said more
research is needed before drastic
changes are made that will change
some people’s lives significantly.
He said there are a lot of unan-
swered questions.

“We don’t even know exactly
how many STRs we have in the
town limits. How many are owned
by corporations? How many indi-
viduals own one STR and rent it
out and come up here for a short
period of time so they can enjoy
our community just like we do
who live here year-round. How
many complaints have we had
concerning STRs? How many or-
dinance violations have we issued
to people who own a STR. Have
we fined these people? Have we
enforced our current ordinances to
the fullest extent before we make
any drastic changes on something
that has been going on for some
time in this community? This is
problematic. I would propose oc-
cupancy limits are enforced; park-
ing enforced, trash and noise, too.
Call police. Fine the homeowners.
Keep it simple. This current ordi-
nance isn’t simple, it’s going to be
impossible to enforce,” he said.

In closing, he reminded the
audience that STRs aren’t all bad.

“They become your neighbor
when they come ... you don’t like
them, they leave. You can’t always
get that with your full-time neigh-
bors!”

Local full-time tesident and
business owner Jeannie Chambers
said STRs should be allowed in any
residential zone in Highlands and
she disagreed with the ordinance
regarding minimum and maximum
stays.

But full-time resident and
business owner Gary Bogan said
people who are for STRs — most
of the people in the audience
Thursday night — have never lived
next door to one.

“Two doors down from us,
the house sold two years ago. It’s
a 3-bedroom house. They put 12
beds in it. They have parties ev-
ery weekend there. It’s ridiculous.
A corporation just bought five
lots on Sherwood Forest. They
are building STRs. They’ve made
it known already. That’s just not

right.””

But full-time local business-
man David Bock said he lives
next door to a STR and had a bad
experience only once.

“I called David Bee and he
was out there at 11:30 and solved
that problem immediately and
that was one time over the last
5-6 years. STRs are important to
the town,” he said. “They support
our businesses. I hope the board
will work to help bring this town
back together because I think this
was allowed to get out of hand
with neighbors against neighbors
and that upsets me more than
anything”

Gary Hester who drove up
from Otlando to attend the meet-
ing said he has owned his Rl
property since 1980 and rents it
when he can’t be in Highlands.

“There aren’t enough hotel
rooms available for all the tour-
ists who visit Highlands so STRs
help keep the Highlands economy
growing, I can’t believe you are
considering cancelling or restrict-
ing our guests or our livelihood.
Please allow us to continue our
STRs,” he said.

Andrew Kaiser who said he
is 10 years away from retirement
said he rents his house when he
can’t use it and there haven’t been
any complaints.

“So this doesn’t seem like
something that is screaming to be
solved,” he said.

Chatles Nalbone, who heads
the Highlands Neighborhood Co-
alition, spoke for the group at the
beginning and end of the meeting.
He zoned in on what the coalition
has based its case on — their view
that STRs are a commercial activ-
ity and commercial activity isn’t
allowed in the residential districts
in any form.

He consistently referred
to STR owners as investors and
business people, who own, opet-
ate and profit from STRs in single
family neighborhoods and who
want to make as much money as
possible.

“Remember, overnight ac-
commodations are defined in the
UDO as a commercial use. Tourist
homes, are 2 commercial use, bed

e See CAMP page 19
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The Highlands School Dive Team back from practice at the Jewish Community Center in
Asheville. From left: Head Coach Steve Hott, Margaret Cole, Tate Wilson, Connor Hughes,
ChaseKenter, Tucker Wilson, Trinity Faust and new Diving Coach Stephen Julka.

Asst. Coach for HS Dive Team is
All American Diver

at a North Carolina High School Swimming
and Diving meet.

Current members of the Middle School
Highlands School Diving Team are 8th grad-
ers Margaret Cole, Conner Sadler, and Tate
Wilson, 7th graders Trinity Faust, and Chase
Kenter, and 6th grader Tucker Wilson.

A Highlands High School or Middle
School student does not have to be on the
swim team to be on the diving team. The
diving team currently travels to the Asheville
Jewish Community Center on a Saturday
once a month to practice.

Steve Hott
Head Coach
HS Swimming and Diving

The Highlands School Swimming
and Diving Team is pleased to announce
the addition of 2x NCAA All American
Stephen Julka to its coaching staff.

Julka dove for Denison University
and is the former Head Diving Coach at
the College of Chatleston. He achieved
NCAA All American Status on both the
1-meter and 3-meter springboard. One-
meter springboard diving is 1 of 12 events

Rotarian Andy Chmar in-
troduced Carlyn Morenus,
Branch Librarian at the Hud-
son Library, at the Highlands
Rotary Feb. 22 meeting.
Morenus reviewed the his-
tory of Hudson Library, the
second oldest public library
in NC. The library offers
% many services to the High-
ﬂ HIGHLA ND S lands community through
i : - programs and resources for
: youth and adults. Hudson Li-
brary is part of the Fontana
Regional Library System and
is also supported by Hudson
Library, Inc., a nonprofit that
raises funds for the library.

From left is Andy Chmar, Carlyn Morenus and Tom Graham.
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WHOLE LIFE
MARKET %

Hair * Nails » Waxing ® Tanning Matural Produets Store
Facials » Massages grﬁ
Walk-ins Welcome! Summer Hours: am-5pm
Mon-3at
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt m 1) Em “ YTH ST. “IMII-S

Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez Orgyanic smoothie/juice
Upstairs and Across the Walkway at N}E@m bor loceted
0 Hi - insicle whole

Ownet/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt

Falls on Main Highlands .
Open at 92 Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939 Life Market

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS.
Advertisers' websites are linked on the PDF version
of the newspaper at www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on News.

For information about advertising in 2022,
call 828-200-1371
or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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i Remember,
> there are
those who
\ can help
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%_ Dr. Curtis Fussell
- 'u' / Co-Pastor
First Presbyterian Church
Highlands

t happens with a car. One day, it won’t start up. I had
Ia problem with my car. So, I opened the hood hoping
to find the problem and fix it.

A few hours later I still could not locate the prob-
lem. A friend came along who works on a farm and he
helped me. After another 30 minutes we finally found the
problem. Then he stayed and with his help the problem
was solved.

So much time was spent probing and scratching our
heads to try to figure out the problem and solve it. I said
to my friend, “This has been a frustrating day.”

He replied, “Well, to me it’s just another day. We have
problems every day on the farm and we have to figure out
how to fix them ourselves.”

My friend’s remark highlights how true it is that life is
a series of problems to deal with and to solve. Too often
we don’t want to face this reality. Too often we think life
should not have problems. When problems do arise, we
want quick fixes and ready answers for them.

We forget that life requires determination and even
suffering. We forget too that there are others who can
help us through our problems, just as my friend helped
me.

One day Jesus was threatened by a King, Instead of
turning tail and running off, Jesus said, “Tell that fox that
I must continue on my journey and do what is required.”
Jesus knew what he had to do. He knew what was required
of him and set out to accomplish it, even though he knew
it meant hardship. His determination was instilled by his
vision to live rightly as a child of God.

Whatever problem or ordeal you might be experienc-
ing today, it doesn’t mean you ate defeated. Set your heart,
mind, and life on going through the problem and beyond
1t.

Everyone faces challenges and difficulties. Your
problems may be more or even less than someone else’s,
but it is still yours to deal with and to persevere through
to a good end. It is part of the sum of your gift of life
from God.

Seek help from those who can help you. Pray for
God’s guidance as you tackle your problems and find so-
lutions.

Remember this reality: life is full of problems -but
become a person who finds solutions. Don’t wallow in
self-pity. Don’t give up. Deal with the ordeals of life with
determination, with vision, and with hope. Seek the sum
of your gift of life from God.

Proverbs 3:5
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John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship
Holy Communion [st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School; 10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.VVed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School;Worship Service 10:45am;
10:45am Children’s Program.Youth-12:15 — 2:30pm Tues:
Women'’s Bible Study |0am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services in the Chapel: 8 am Rite | spoken, 10:30 Rite Il
with Choir; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in the Chapel
Ash Wed. services March 2, [2 pm., & 5 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 + www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship I | a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC « 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev.Angie Ballard * 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312
Services 2x/month May-Sept.; | x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Mass:Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. | la
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship =1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a.Rite 11.9:15 & | la
Nursery available for Rite Il services
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am




* FIRE REPORTS ®

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Feb. 23

Feb. 23

* At 6:55 a.m,, the dept. respond-
ed to a motor vehicle accident on
NC 106.

* At 9:49 a.m,, the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a location on
Main Street.

* At 5:58 p.m.,, the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at the hospital.

Feb. 24

* At 9:01 p.m,, the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on US
64 west.

Feb. 27

* At 5:45 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Kettle
Rock Road.

Feb. 28

* At 922 a.m,, the dept. investi-
gated the source of smoke on Horse
Cove Road.

* At 9:03 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on BigView
Drive.

...CAMPS continued from page 16

and breakfasts are a commerial use, hotels
and motels are a commercial use and even
though it has been Highlands’ long-term
policy that these commercial activities cre-
ate an intensity of use that is not compat-
ible with our single-family neighborhoods,
the Planning Board’s proposal opens up ev-
ery single one of Highlands neighborhoods
to these commercial activities.”

But Jerry Moore brought up an in-
teresting point while questioning business
limitations in the vatious residential zones.

“Will you be able to be an Ebay seller
in R2? Can you sell stuff out of your home?
Is that allowed? That’s commercial activity.
Can you run an art studio out of your home
in R1? Can you run a construction compa-
ny out of your home? What differentiates
that type of biz from STRs?

“l think we have to ask ourselves
these questions because if we go to court,
those are the analogies that are going to be
brought up. How are you going to enforce
this is the big question,” said Moore.

Nalbone said all his group is asking is
that the long-term, close to 50-year prohibi-
tion on commercial activity and overnight
accommodations in residential districts be
maintained and enforced.

“One of the arguments hear from
STR investors, is that the UDO doesn’t spe-
cifically say STR. Is doesn’t have to. STRs
are overnight accommodations. Overnight
accommodations are designated as a com-
mercial use. Any claim that a STR isn’t an
overnight accommodation is simply ab-
surd,” said Nalbone.

Nalbone said allowing vested right sta-
tus of STR investors, who have been oper-
ating overnight accommodations in High-
lands residential neighborhoods rewards
unlawful behavior and punishes Highlands’

law-abiding homeowners. In addition, he
said to grandfather this use would require
that it was previously legal.

“It is not. Overnight accommodations
cannot be grandfathered,” he said.

Assuming the the only issue that elect-
ed Commissioners Amy Patterson and Eric
Pierson and Mayor Pat Taylor was their al-
leged stance against STRs, Nalbone said the
residents” and voters” opposition to STRs
was cleatly expressed in the election results
where the candidates won by and over-
whelming landslide majority.

He also said the community’s position
was also clearly expressed in the response
to a Comprehensive Plan question where
he said more than 62% of respondents ex-
pressed opposition to STRs.

But Matt Bunny who spoke in favor of
STRs had another view.

“Regarding the Comprehensive Plan,
the question wasn’t ‘are you against STRs?’
it was, ‘Are you concerned about STRs.” 62%
answered that they were concerned. There
is a big difference between being against
something and being concerned about it,”
he said.

However, Nalbone was persistent.

“At the end of the day, what STR in-
vestors are doing is running hotels, motels,
tourist homes, overnight accommodations,
which in fact are a commercial business.
Which for greater than 50 years have been
prohibited in single-family neighborhoods.
Our simple request is that we maintain that
prohibition and we enforce the existing rules
against these kinds of businesses in our sin-
gle-family neighborhoods.”

Mayor Taylor said the board will begin
deliberating about the issue.

— Kim Lewicki
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March Regional Prayer Event

2 Peter 3:9

is not slow to fulfill His
promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing
that any should perish, but
that all should reach
repentance.”

PRAYER EVENT HOSTED BY PASTOR STEVE DOERTER

Grace Community Church
IN CASHIERS, NC

Over the last couple of years we have all witnessed just how crazy
and difficult life can become. What we need, is real hope! Amen?
Come and join with Christians from our region to pray for the
light of Jesus Christ to penetrate the darkness so that by His
grace, eternal salvation can be revealed and received by all!

Don’t Miss What God is Doing!

Tuesday-March 15 - 6:00pm

242 HWY 107 N, Cashiers, NC 28717
Please visit www.gracecashiers.com for More Information
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> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

ne Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal

E 18+ years .
_%-;328 200-9217 * fully insuredj

i . tree
V\fm l‘nehdo

We.,acecept alI cnedut c;m

|1 CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.
e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
¢ Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services®™.

The Highlands Barbershop

446 Oak Street
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Have a Drinking Problem?
We Can Help!

Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous
828-349-4357 (HELP)
www.aawnc80.org

5 log cabins nestled in
the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

Highlands Automotive

Service % ; NC
s - ~_ Inspection
& L8 Station

Repair

=

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Erly Ulfin

LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Massage and Bodywork '*E;,

’ARN PJ= Board Certlfled
+/Mental Health
Positive Wellness

PAINTING

RICARDO MORALES

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING « LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE « QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

e Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears

Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

REALTY GROUP
Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566

CBD HEALS

* 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs
* 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
*100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

* CBD cream and balm

Also Available:
Far Infrared Sauna Capsule
Massage Spa Capsule

Whole Body Vibration
5 Cottage Row « U.S. 64 East

Highlands b o
CoveRe

AT OLD ENWARDR CLUR

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

List with me! Get it SOLD!
Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

RESTAURANT, CASHIERS, NC- Fully
furnished, great location. 828 331-7300 (st. 2/3)

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAM-
BER MUSIC FESTIVAL has an immediate
opening for a part time administrative assistant
for their 41st season in their Highlands office.
Music knowledge is not required. Email hcc-
mfnc@gmail.com or call 828-200-3882 for an
appointment. (2/24-3/10)

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT in High-
lands, NC is looking to hire a full time dishwash-
er for the upcoming season. Hours are dinner
only, Tuesday-Saturday. Starting pay is $15 per
hour. Please call or text Laura Huerta at 803-
617-8484. (st.2/17)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT Look-
ing for full-time hostess (great pay) dishwasher,
prep cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift only.
Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE
DINING ROOM SUPERVISOR - HMH is
seeking a full time shift supervisor to coordi-
nate reservations and oversee all aspects of ser-
vice in the front of the house at TRG.This role
will act as Maitre’ D to the dining room, work
service for lunch, dinner and brunch and be re-
sponsible for the proper execution of each ser-
vice period.This position will begin as an hourly
position and has the potential to grow into a
salaried position based upon performance.
This candidate should be positive, reliable, hard
working, have a love of people, service and have
aspirations to lead and grow with the company.
(st. 12/16)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS
is an Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility look-
ing for Med Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper and
Dietary Staff,. You may apply in person at 24
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 or
by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lind-
abtiff@aol.com.

LUXURY LODGE MANAGER NEED-
ED FOR LIVE IN POSITION - Prefer a lo-
cal couple/individual to entertain and maintain
facility while enjoying living in an exceptional
facility. Strong people/communication skills
needed. Must be flexible and have impeccable
references and experience in hospitality/facility
maintenance. Background/knowledge in wine

and bar beverages a plus. Interest/knowledge in
hiking/construction and outdoors is good also.
Email mrpaulkrk@yahoo.com. (st. 2/11)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big garage on
3,14 acres land, water, sewage,WI-Fi,AC, private
paved road, mountain view. (st. 10/7)

UNBELIEVABLE PROPERTY FOR
SALE! Imagine getting one of the best panoramic
views in Highlands.|0 acres of land backing up
to the national forest, a beautiful 5,000 sq ft
main house with an available 2 bedroom guest
house and a putting green and horseshoe pit for
$990,000! Better hurry before my wife changes
her mind. Please text or ring Paul at 678-516-
8388. (st. 7/1)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN - Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and
additions. Free estimates. Insured. Call Mike at
828-200-4071. (9/22)

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRICES
— Call me! Private, Personal and Professional
caregiver, companion or sitter. | am available to
work with each clients needs, days and hours.
828-507-1692. (st. 9/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? | can do it.
Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (st. 9/16)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable,
dedicated to my clients. Stop paying agency
prices and call me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920.
(st. 1/28)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitch-
en/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring.
25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning.
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home:
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (10/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF
& FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney
flashing, debris removal, pressure washing. Call
828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives
to CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer
to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.
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Lady Highlanders lose tough third round of NCHSAA playoffs

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands gitls varsity basketball team
travelled to Burnsville, N.C. on Feb. 26 to
take on Mountain Heritage for round three
of the North Carolina High School Athletic
Association Women’s Basketball 1A Cham-
pionships, but didn’t pull of a win with the
Lady Highlanders losing 42-27.

Highlands advanced to the third round
after defeating Avery County at home on
Feb. 24 with a final of 69-32.

Highlands Coach Brett Lamb said the
girls basketball team has made it to the third
round of the state playoffs three times, in
2011, 2018, and 2020.

The closest the Lady Highlanders have
ever come to the championship game was
in 1981 when they made it to the regional
finals.

This year, Highlands wrapped up the
season with an 18-10 record and Lamb said
it’s the most wins he’s had throughout his
tenure as coach of the girls varsity basket-
ball program.

“The girls had a great season,” said
Lamb. “Of those 10 losses, 5 came down
to less than 6 points. So, we were extremely
competitive against all schools. Winning our
conference and conference tournament was
a big goal of ours that was accomplished.
This team gelled at the right time and made
a great run.”

With the season’s conclusion, High-
lands loses five players and a team manager
to graduation. Seniors include Hayley Bori-
no, Bella Branham, Ava Schmitt, Julia May
Schmitt, Reese Schmitt, and Team Manager
Maddie Webb.

Tamb said their contributions to the
team both on and off the court will be
missed.

“With five seniors graduating it will be a
big transition, but we are looking forward to
watching this next group grow into a cham-
pionship team,” said Lamb. “The seniors
have meant so much to our team, school,
and community. Their success and mark
they left will be one that teams in the future
will strive to reach their standards.”

How is Highlands looking next year?
Lamb said they’re looking good with 9 re-
turning players and more moving up from
the 8th-grade squad.

“The returning players have a ton of
potential and a good summer of basketball
will help them move into their new roles on
this team,” he said.

Lamb added that community’s support
for the team throughout the season makes a
big difference and is greatly appreciated.

“I would like to thank our 5 seniots
and senior manager for their hard work and
dedication to our program,” he said. “And
to the parents and fans, thank you for your
great support on a great year.”

¢
Al

Highlands Ava Schmitt passes the ball to Julia May Schmitt under the hoop for 2 points.
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Highlands Abbie Doerter drives along the baseline during round 2 of the NCHSAA playoffs at

home against Avery County on Feb. 24. — Photos by Brian O’Shea

Highlands Julia May Schmitt grabs a rebound against Avery County.



SILVER EAGLEME®

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

E—

Mountain
House
| &
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

ighlandermountainhouse.com

Available for

- 2022
Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

email
highlandseditor@aol.com

e

Chambers Rcag
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlands is calling

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
o info@highlandsiscalling.com
tps: 2 com/ i iscalli
1teps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

EHERTHLFT 5

wt Allon
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HiomeServioss
Meadows Mountain Realty
Mitzi Rauers, Broker

404-218-9123

| mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the
home you've always wanted.

Leedoy BB PSR

Reehes

Hardware

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center [
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DARLENE CONLEY ___-_J |_KT.E:P:.: =
404.427.2448 i ™
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Top 15% of
Brokers on

Q,

N

.Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
0 828.526.8300

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

. 1 Licensed in NC and GA ® ©
Sheryl Wilson office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 We are home.

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

PAM NELLIS
BROKER
CELL: B2B-787-1895

PAMELA.MELLISEYAHOO.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

22% MAIN STREET - 283164663




Pat Allen

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

828.526.8784

Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
. m 828.200.6165

Wildcat CHffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

. 828.5264525 i
Leading S ER

patallenrealtygroup.com

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
Broker in Charge #1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!
Stronger together!

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

295 Dillard Road 5 //”'
Highlands, NC 28741 [t Allen
KEALTY (ROATr

" DAVID
M’BQCK

k BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

114 N. 4th Street | 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

(828) 526.4104 Highlands Sotheby’s

COLE FUHRMAN
BROKER

CELL: 843-576-9653
COLE@LANDMARKRG.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET - 828-526-4663
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Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

#1

REAL ESTATE FIRM ONTHE PLATEAU

$291M

SALESVOLUME

$1M

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

Open
1la-4p &
5:30-til?

Closed
Weds &
Sun night

www.wildthymegourmet.com

(WWOLFGANGS
RESTAURANT & WIME BISTRO

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P
DINING ROOM
5:30P
474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

125 S4TH STREET | HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 | WHITECAKRG.COM

HIGHLANDS

HITE @AK MCCULLEY’S

828.782.0472

@ ...on the Verandah[
@ Restaurant 3
on Lake Sequoyah |

828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining

See you in the
Spring of 2022

www.ontheverandah.com

CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear
Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




