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Despite Duke forecasts, Highlands
electric rates will hold steady - for now
At the April Town Board
meeting, Highlands Duke Energy
liaison warned of a utility rate increase in the vicinity of 20%-25%

coming to Highlands by Jan. 2023.
He suggested “taking a bite of the
apple today” with a 10% increase
starting July 1, 2022, so another

hike of 10% in January 2023 will
be easier to handle than a 20% increase all at once.
• See ELECTRIC page 18

Historic
change
could affect
Highlands
By Brittney Lofthouse
Dating back to the 1970s, the
Macon County Board of Commissioner District I seat has been
held by someone residing within
the town of Highlands. But that
could change.
Although District 1 consists
of the precincts of Elijay, Flats,
Highlands, and Sugarfork, all
records available within Macon
County show that since 1986, voters have elected a Highlands resident to the seat…so much so, that
the seat is commonly referred to
as the Highlands District.
With the town of Highlands
accounting for more than half of
the county’s overall property tax
revenue — meaning the property values in Highlands generate
• See CHANGE page 12
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Candidate Forum – Part 5

Meet the Independent
MC Commission
Candidate for District 1

Samuel Kelsey’s great-great-grandson, Seth Kelsey III holds Kelsey’s diaries in
front of the Kelsey and Hutchinson exhibit at the Historical Society.

Connecting to the past
It came as a revelation. “This
is why I am so connected to the

outdoors!”
• See CONNECTING page 10

Having met the signatures required, resident of Highlands Independent Jerry Moore will be on
the ballot for the Macon County
Commission seat in District 1 this
November and will run against
the Republican candidate – either
Don Willis or John Shearl (Willis
of Elijay and Shearl of Sugarfork)
– who wins the primary May 17.
He was required to obtain
signatures from 4% of the registered voters in Macon County
which equaled 1092.
These signatures needed to
originally be submitted by March
8th which was the original primary
date. This date changed to May 17
when the date was moved. He was
able to secure all of the signatures
by April 30.
Moore is the co-founder of
Main Street Payments, a mem-

ber-based credit card processing
company that serves small businesses throughout Western North
Carolina. Main Street Payments
was founded in 2018. Prior to
Main Street Payments, Jerry was
the owner of the Kilwin’s Chocolates & Ice Cream franchise in
Highlands, NC, for 12 years. In
addition to his private business
experience, Jerry worked for the
United States Courts system for
over ten years in the Presentence
and Pretrial Investigation units,
and supervised those units in Tallahassee, Florida, from 1998 until
2002. Jerry has a B.S. in Criminal
Justice and a Master of Public
Administration from Florida Atlantic University. Jerry is the current Treasurer of the Highlands
Rotary Club, Finance & Property
• See INDEPENDENT page 15

M c C UL L E Y’S
The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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The cost of energizing Highlands

ost of energy is a huge
years. Because we have a wholesale
national issue and a major
contract, Highlands customers
driver of inflation. At the
have avoided the recent rate spikes
last Town Board meeting our enthat Duke retail customers have
ergy consultant informed us that
experienced. The major expense
Duke would be increasing wholewe have had to deal with has been
sale electric rates in the coming
those sorry coal ash fees that Duke
months. He recommended the
passed to both retail and wholesale
town approve a rate increase very
customers.
soon to address this impending
While reviewing the impendHighlands Mayor
increase that the town will pay for
ing rate pressures the Town ManPatrick Taylor
wholesale electricity.
ager and I examined the peak usAt the budget workshop last Thursday, age times for electricity in Highlands. We
the board decided not to pass a rate increase were both surprised that peaks occur around
to our customers, at least not at this time. Christmas. Last year there were many hours
From past cost adjustments and Duke court during the week of Christmas where the
settlements the town recently received more town was using 13 megawatts of electricthab $700,000. The board voted to earmark ity. To put that number in perspective, back
those funds to address future rate increases. when the Highlands hydroelectric plant beSo, when the Duke rate increase occurs, the gan operation some 90 years ago the amount
town will use the $700,000 to cover the cost. of power available for the entire town was
We will hold the line on rate increases for around three quarters of a megawatt. On
as long as we can, or at least until this ear- optimal generating days that number might
marked money is depleted.
have gotten up to one megawatt.
The town may be able to absorb even
In short, I see a continual increase in
more, but if energy costs continue to sky- power demands in the coming years. The
rocket, especially natural gas, the town will town will have to enter a new wholesale elechave to increase rates. Highlands has not tric contract by the end of the decade with
had an electric rate increase in a number of either Duke or another provider.
I don’t believe everyone in town converting to solar generation will alleviate this
Highlands Newspaper
increasing demand. The move to green enwww.highlandsinfo.com
ergy sources will be a major development.
Phone: (828) 200-1371
Duke just announced its plan to double their
Email:
green energy generating capacity to 24,000
HighlandsEditor@aol.com
megawatts by 2030. They are asking regulaPublisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
tors for generous incentives and tax credits
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse
to make this conversion which will also inBrian O’Shea
volve closing their six remaining coal plants.
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
Duke is also asking regulatory agencies
Locally owned and operated by
and the legislature to lower the costs they reKim & Jim Lewicki
imburse folks who sell back power to them
Adobe PDF version at
www,HighlandsInfo.com
through solar generation. I believe Duke’s
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
rationale is that they will have the biggest
Highlands, N,C 28741
impact on green energy generation rather
A l l R i g h t s R e s e r ve d . N o a r t i c l e s ,
than individual household units. The final
photos, illustrations, advertisements or
decision by regulatory agencies should hapdesign elements may be used without
pen in the coming months.
permission from the publisher.
One may question my view that the
production of electric power will have to
Letter Policy:
significantly increase in the coming years. As
We reserve the right to reject or edit
the country transitions to electric vehicles,
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted, Views expressed are not
the energy to power those vehicles will renecessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.
quire an abundant source.
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Mostly cloudy with
showers
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A shower and
thunderstorm
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A thunderstorm in spots

Real Feel®

RealFeel®

RealFeel®

RealFeel®

High: 75' Low: 56 °

High: 69' Low: 54°

High: 73' Low: 57°

High: 80 Low: 58°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials
Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com
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•Obituaries•
Harold Neville Neely

Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

Ask about our custom
charcuteries!

OPEN
Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 5:30p
Saturday • 11a thru
Music in the Park!

First in Highlands to bring
Rebel Rabbit High Seltzer to you!
20mg of Delta 8 infused seltzers.

(Call ahead to place your order – 828-305-7509)

Wine, ciders, seltzers, hard teas & hard Kombuchas are now available!

Sandwiches

(Gluten Free Bread: add $3)
The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant. $12
				
(Ask what we have – Options vary!)
Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill cheese, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll. $13
Raw & Flawless – Sauteed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana peppers 		
and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it’s always delicious!) $14
The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked provolone, shredded
lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on a baguette. $13
The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone cheese and
shredded lettuce on a sub roll. $13
The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on ciabatta. $12
The Hudson – Turkey, provolone cheese (Have it your way – cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana peppers,
black olives, DJs pickles ) $13

Salads

Herby Summer Potato Salad
Greek Orzo Pasta Salad with fresh mint

The Secret Garden is on
Oak Street in the
courtyard right beside
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Harold Neville Neely, 73 of Highlands, NC
passed away Monday, May 9, 2022. He was born November 19, 1948 in Rabun County, GA to the late Harry
Preston Neely and Carrie Dendy Neely. Harold always had a smile when you saw him that followed with
a good story or joke and was always willing to help
others out. He had a love for dogs, collecting rocks
and quartz, guitar music and wearing his western
boots. Harold had worked as a computer programmer
at Western Carolina University. He was a member of
Highlands First Baptist Church.
Harold is survived by his son Matthew Neely
(Sarah); three nieces, Lynn O’Dwyer, Stephanie Norris and Gloria Neely.
In addition to his parents, Harold was preceded
in death by his wife, Connie Neely; a granddaughter,
Marigold Neely; a brother, Herman Neely.
A funeral service was Wednesday May 11, 2022
at the First Baptist Church of Highlands with the
Rev. Dr. Mark Ford officiating. Burial followed at the
Macedonia Church Cemetery.
Online condolences can be sent to www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is
serving the Neely family.
• See OBITUARIES page 12

Music in the Park is Saturday

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule
@thesecretgarden_market
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

Bring a blanket, chairs and a picnic to K-H Founders Park
where The Breakfast Club will be performing live from 6-8:30
p.m.
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WILDCAT CLIFFS CC | $1,400,000 | MLS# 98737

Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team

in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS
The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network
Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide,
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond
(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Located at 4,200+/- feet elevation and just inside the main gate of Wildcat
Cliffs Country Club, this home offers easy access, golf course frontage overlooking the sixth hole, and a short-range mountain view. As you approach
the home, you are greeted by a gazebo that overlooks a small creek and
an open area that offers plenty of guest parking, plus a carport, two car garage, and golf cart garage. The home features a mountain contemporary
design that allows natural light to flow with well-placed windows, a large
owner’s suite, office, bonus room, stonework on the exterior both fireplaces
that add a rustic element, and terraced stone patios to take it all in. With
some updating, this home has incredible potential! Centrally located between Highlands and Cashiers to enjoy the best of both towns, and only 4-5
minutes away from the area’s acclaimed Whiteside Mountain hiking trail, as
well as all of the amenities that club membership affords at Wildcat Cliffs.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER
Mobile # (828) 371-0730
E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER
Mobile # (404) 218-9123
E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

Mary Abranyi | (828) 226-9818 | mary@bhhsmmr.com
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•Highlands Dining•
NOW OPEN!

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

TUES-SAT
DINNER STARTS
@5:30PM

LAKESIDE
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open
7 nights
for dinner
5:30-9p
828-526-2338
US 64w • Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

828-526-4035

Open
Wednesday-Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm
474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

Open
7 days a week
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Open for Take-out
& Dining-in!
Lunch & Dinner
visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours

Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 10p
Closed Wednesdays
Please call for reservations.
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cul-to- order
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specially foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30-5:30
Saturday 9:30-5:00
Closed Sunday & Monday
Preparing all of the good thngs on those days!

493 Dillard Road
828-526-2762

•Highlands Dining•
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The Secret Garden is in The Village Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Offering hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads,
bakery items, SECRET daily specials, and
Soup of the Day. Freshly made and ready for pick up.
Modern Fast Food
&
Courtyard Market

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5:30p
Saturday • 11a until
for Music in the Park!

Call ahead to place your order
See menu on page 4

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

Highlands
Playhouse
THE OUTFIT
MAY 13 - 15, 2022
SHOWING FRI, SAT, SUN
1PM &4PM
RATED R

WWW.MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House
482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com
Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection
and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas
Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Craft Ice Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches
For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com
Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food

Paoletti

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM
Exceptional Wines
& Craft Cocktails

Now Open
for our 38th Season!
Reservations:
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

Join us Fireside for our
Mid-week Specials
Wednesday
Burger & Beer
Thursday
Prime Rib Roast Dinner
w/glass of wine

Dinner: 5-8p
Wed-Sat
Lunch: 11:30a - 2p
Fri & Sat
Sunday Brunch •10a - 2p
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com

Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7:30a to 4p • 7 Days a Week
In Wright Square • 137 Main St, Highlands

Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 12, 2022 - 828-200-1371

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from
wherever you are at www.highlands info.com.
Click on Local News.
Each week’s issue is uploaded in PDF format
every Thursday AM.
It’s the exact same issue that is available on the streets.

•On the Sunny Side•

W

Happiness

e often believe happiJust to name a few out of
ness, money and fame
many that committed suicide:
go together. This is
• Robin Williams
not always true. Actually, recent
• Alan Ladd
studies have shown that the more
• George Reeves (Supersomeone is in the spotlight, the
man)
more money someone has, the
• Earnest Hemingway
more likely that someone will
• Brian Keith
suffer from anxiety, depression
• Montgomery Clift
and more likely to commit suicide
• River Phoenix - drug
Bobby Darin was born May
overdose at age 23
14, 1936. He started his career as
There is a Chinese saya songwriter for Connie Francis.
ing that goes: “If you want
Kenny Youmans
He recorded his first millionhappiness for an hour, take a
selling single “Splish Splash,” in
nap. If you want happiness
1958. He was also the co-writer. He won the for a day, go fishing. If you want happiness
Golden Glove Award in his first film “Come for a year, inherit a fortune. If you want
September.”
happiness for a lifetime, help somebody.”
In 1960 he was given the Grammy Award
For centuries, the greatest thinkers
for record of the year, “Mack the Knife” and have suggested the same thing: Happiness
also, he was named the Artist of the Year. He is found in helping others.
wrote the song “Danke Schoen” and gave it
“For it is in giving that we receive”
to his good friend Wayne Newton. This song
- Saint Francis of Assisi
launched Wayne’s career
“The whole meaning of life is to serve
When he was 31 years old, he discov- humanity”
ered the woman who raised him was his
- Leo Tolstoy
grandmother, not his mother as he thought.
“We make a living by what we get, we
The woman he thought was his sister was his make a life by what we give”
mother. Those events deeply affected him
- Winston Churchill
and sent him into a long period of depression
“Making money is happiness; making
In 1957 he had a son out of wedlock. other people happy is super happiness”
Later that year he married Sandra Dee. They
- Nobel Peace
divorced 1967. He died at age 37.
“Happiness is like a butterfly, the more
Sandra Dee was born May 14, 1940. She you chase it, the more it will elude, but if
started her career as a child model at age 4. you turn your attention to other things, it
She was 14 when she signed a contract for will come and sit softly on your shoulder.”
the movie, “Until They Sail.” She was best
– Henry David Thoreau 1848
known for her performances in “Imitation
Remember: It is always the journey. It
of Life” and “Gidget,” both in 1959. Her is not the destination.
career in 1960 began to decline. She suf“Reaching the Station”
fered from anorexia, drugs, heavy smoking,
Tucked away in our subconscious is an
and alcohol. She also suffered from sexual idyllic vision. We will soon reach the station.
abuse by her stepfather during her teens. She How restlessly we are waiting, waiting for the
died at age 62.
station. When we finally reach the station,
Ashley Judd spent 47 days at a treatment we cry! That will be it. When I’m 18. When
center for depression in 2006. “I needed I buy that new Mercedes. When I put my
help” she told Glamour magazine. “I was in last kid through college. When I pay off the
so much pain.
mortgage. Then I will live happily ever after.
Recenlty, her mother Naomi Judd, 74,
The truth is there is no station. It’s the
died by suicide due to mental illness.
trip. It’s the journey. Relish the moment.
Lady Gada says she has dealt with de- Stop waiting. Instead eat more ice cream,
pression and anxiety her whole life
go barefoot more often, swim more rivers,
Bruce Springsteen – “The Boss” had laugh more, cry less, climb more mountains,
bouts of depression in his ‘60s. “It’s like this spend more time with your family and
thing that engulfs you. I got where I didn’t friends. Start today.
want to get out of bed.”
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in the Carolinas

With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable
force in real estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and
world-class connections, the firm’s recent partnership with the No.1 real estate company
in the Carolinas, Allen Tate Realtors, has only strengthened our ability to serve our
clients.

Locally rooted. Globally connected.
Allen Tate Realtors ®is a founding member of Leading Real Estate Companies of the
World® and Luxury Portfolio International (LPI). This network provides global exposure
to high net-worth individuals, attracting buyers to some of the world’s most
remarkable homes on luxuryportfolio.com and in publications such as the Wall Street
Journal.
U.S. Home Sales Volume

Allen Tate / Pat Allen Realty Group, Member
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•Ink Penn•

...CONNECTING continued from page 1
That’s what Seth Kelsey III realized as
he drove into Highlands on Monday to experience the town his great-great-grandfather Samuel T. Kelsey founded with partner
Clinton C. Hutchinson in 1875.
The purpose for the visit, he said, was
to see Highlands and try to establish an
in-depth connection with his great-great
grandfather Samuel and his great-grandfather Harlan Page Kelsey and what they did
here.

As the legend goes, if you take a map
of the US and draw a line from Savannah to
Chicago and another line from New York to
New Orleans, where the lines cross is Highlands. In no time Kelsey and Hutchinson
were promoting Highlands as a health and
summer resort and the rest is history.
In May of 1875 when Samuel’s wife
and their daughter and three sons – Samuel
Truman Jr. the twins Harlan Page and Harry
• See CONNECTING page 30

The Perfect Mountain Cabin

10 Highpoint Drive, Scaly Mountain, NC
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, furnished
MLS #: R98705A Asking $595,000
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty is the
#1 producing office on the

I

Checking titles off my TBR list

learn about books in a
Truly Devious
multitude of ways and
by Maureen Johnson
add them to my TBR list.
Oh my goodness! I don’t
Think book reviews in the Wall
know how I stumbled across
Street Journal and other papers,
this book, but I’m glad I did.
Amazon recommendations,
I didn’t know it was the first
Facebook ads, and suggestions
in a mystery trilogy and was at
from friends.
first dismayed when it ended
By the time I finally get
with a terse “to be continued.”
around to a particular title,
I found myself immediately
I usually can’t recall how I
diving into book two and
discovered it. These days, I’m
finishing it in two nights.
also likely to stop reading if it
Book three wrapped it all up
doesn’t grab me – a practice that
satisfactorily, and there’s a
Kathy Manos Penn
fits with my favorite mantra,
book 4, focused on a different
“So many books, so little time.”
mystery for the amateur sleuth to solve.
If I don’t care for a book, do I review it? No.
The trilogy is billed as a YA historical
My feeling is that just because it doesn’t appeal mystery, but that didn’t make it any less
to me doesn’t mean someone else won’t like it. enjoyable to me. At its heart is a kidnapping
That means that when I recommend that occurred at Ellingham Academy, a
a book in this paper, you can rest assured I private school that opened in the 1930s.
enjoyed it. The following three books feature The crime took place the year the school
a variety of genres – mystery, YA mystery, and opened, and the school is still haunted by
historical British fiction. Enjoy!
the unsolved mystery. The story is told
Nine Lives
in alternating chapters--the 1930s and
by Peter Swanson
modern time – and the main character and
Like his book, “Eight Perfect Murders,” her friends are students at the modern-day
Swanson’s “Nine Lives” is a puzzling page- Ellingham Academy. As a mystery fan, I
turner. The hook, “If you’re on the list, enjoyed it as much for the references to
someone wants you dead,” pulls you in right Sherlock Holmes and Hercule Poirot as I
away. Why are the nine names on the list? did for the mystery at its heart. Grab it. I
Are they connected? If so, how? Who will predict you won’t be able to put it down.
die next?
Dear Mrs. Bird
Also, like “Eight Perfect Murders,” this
by AJ Pearce
one includes references to famous works of
What a delightful find. Set during
fiction like Christie’s “And then there were WWII in London, this is the story of an
none,” and even “Peter Pan.” My favorite kind ambitious young woman who longs to be
of book – a whodunit with literary allusions. a journalist. When she answers an ad for a
I highly recommend this unputdownable position at a newspaper, she instead finds
murder mystery – it says something that I herself as a secretary to an advice columnist
finished it in three nights..
– a bossy, temperamental advice columnist.
That’s when the trouble begins. As does any
book set during the bombing of London,
this one has tragic and bittersweet moments,
but there’s also plenty of witty repartee. It’s
ultimately a story of friendship and kindness
overcoming adversity. Pick up this engaging
tale. You won’t be disappointed.
• Award-winning author Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy
mysteries in Franklin at Franklin Office
Supply & Gifts and Books Unlimited, and on
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, www.
facebook.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/.
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•
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Paradise is Personal

hether you are
5.
Do you want to
seeking
ultibe a short driving distance to
mate relaxation
go to dinner at night? Some
and solitude or this area’s
of our mountain roads are
thriving social scene, your
windy and narrow. When I
definition of paradise is
take clients to see a home,
personal to you. If you
they say that they would never
are starting your search for
drive that road at night. Ask
your mountain retreat, here
your broker about access to
are some questions to fohomes before you set up a
cus your quest:
showing. Find out before you
1. What type of
go if it is more challenging
home speaks to you? Is
than you desire;
the architectural style im6.
Is the distance
Jody Lovell
portant such as arts and
from your primary residence
Highlands Sotheby’s
crafts, modern mountain,
important to you? Where you
International Realty
contemporary, traditional,
choose a home on the Plateau
828.526.4104
farmhouse? Does it need
can add another hour to your
to be younger than two years or are you travel time. Be clear if you have travel time
willing to take on a fixer upper?
requirements from your “other” home;
2. What home features must you
7. Do you need to be close to an airhave: the number of bedrooms, number of port? Find out where the public and private
baths, type of kitchen, living areas, primary airports are, if so, and determine where on
bedroom on main, fireplaces, outdoor liv- the Plateau is better for your trips;
ing space, garage? One of my listings does
8. Do you want the highest altitude
not have a garage. When brokers show it, for the best cool temperature in the sumand I gather feedback for the seller, several mer? Find out the altitude of homes before
of them said it does not work for their cli- you tour.
ent because it doesn’t have a garage. When
A unique aspect of this section of
I share this with the seller, it infuriates the Western North Carolina is that we do not
seller who spent time preparing the home have cookie cutter homes. We have tiny
to show the house when all the public in- cabins in the woods to sprawling estates on
formation states it does not have a garage. waterfalls with views. Only you know what
Be sure to inform your broker of features the dream retreat is for you and your family.
that are dealbreakers so that you don’t Discuss these factors and any other special
waste your time and the sellers’ time;
wishes with your broker upfront, and you
3. What kind of area do you prefer will find your sanctuary sooner and with less
to live? Are you a hermit who wants to be frustration. Happy house hunting!!
in the middle of the woods with no neigh• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands
bors? Do you want to be in a gated neigh- Sotheby’s International Realty, the Number One
borhood? Do you want to be in a country Producing Firm on the entire MLS in 2021 with
club community with lots of amenities over thirty brokers closing in on 300 million dollars
such as golf, tennis, swimming and dining? in sales. Jody was the Number One Broker on the
Do you want to be close to town?
MLS with over 139 million dollars in sales-almost
4. Is nature important to you? Do double the next producing broker. When choosing
you need to be close to hiking trails and a real estate firm or agent, ask to see the rankings
fishing streams? Do you want to live on a which tell you who is implementing the best tools and
lake for boating? Do you want to be adja- resources for their clients. Call us today to show you
cent to the National Forest? This area has how we can release the Power of Highlands Sotheit all, so you can choose your venue;
by’s International Realty for you! 828.526.4104.

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

3
TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741
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...CLERK continued from page 1

more revenue than the rest of
Macon County combined -- past
representatives who have held
the seat, such as current Board
of Commission Chair and outgoing commissioner Jim Tate, have
spoken to the importance of ensuring the residents of Highlands
maintain representation on the
Board of Commissioners.
For the first time since 1986,
the seat, which comes up for election every four years, could potentially be held by a candidate
within District I, but outside of
the Highlands city limits.
Prior to 1978, the Macon
County Board of Commissioners
was comprised of three seats. As
outlying areas such as Nantahala
and Highlands grew, the board
voted in 1977 to transition to a
5-person board during the 1978
election.
The first election held featuring District I was won by Milles
Gregory. Gregory was elected

to District 1 and lived within the
newly established District but lived
closer to Franklin than Highlands.
While records are unclear as
to whether Gregory won the District 1 seat running against anyone
living in Highlands, during the
1982 election former Highlands
Mayor Harry Wright challenged
Gregory for the seat and lost by 33
votes. That election stands as the
only election since District 1 was
established that someone residing
in Highlands was defeated for the
District 1 seat.
In April 1984 the then Highlands mayor, John Cleveland, requested a meeting with the new
5-member Board of Commissioners to address concerns of a lack
of representation for Highlands
residents. Cleveland, supported
by a unanimous Highlands Town
Board, urged commissioners to
reconsider how the 5-member
board is elected.
• See CHANGE page 24

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

•Obituaries•
James Patrick View

James Patrick View, 36, passed
away unexpectedly on May 6, 2022.
He was born on October 3, 1985.
He grew up in Highlands, NC and
was a graduate from Highlands
High School in 2004. James had
a calling to serve his country and
joined the Marines immediately
after graduation. He served two
tours in Iraq and one tour in Afghanistan. He was honorably discharged in 2014.
James is survived by his son,
Jason View. Jason was the most
precious and valuable person in
James’ life. A father’s love could
not be any stronger. James is also
survived by his parents, Patrick (PJ)
View and Liz View; a loving sister,
Nancy View, Aunts, Margaret Taylor, Nancy Manning (Richard), and
Dominique (Brad) Skaith; Cousins, Richard Manning (Carrie),
Taylor Calvert, Ryan Skaith, Aaron
Skaith, and his grandmother, Nancy Taylor (Ahmah).
James was a very kind soul.
He touched so many lives with

Family Classes at

Scaly Mountain Crafters

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!
Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!
Each Class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

the love he carried in his heart.
Starting at a young age, James was
spreading happiness and cheer in
the halls of elementary school. He
continued his good-natured ways
through high school and was voted
Homecoming King in 2003.

PJ and Liz are overwhelmed
by James’ passing.
A Celebration of James’ life
will be held at the home of his
parents, 596 Flat Mountain Rd.
Highlands, NC on May 14, 2022
from 1-4 pm.
In lieu of flowers, make a
donation to either Wounded Warrior Project, 4899 Belfort Road
Suite 300 Jacksonville, Fl 32256
or www.woundedwarriorproject.
org; or to the Tunnel to Towers
Foundation, 2361 Hylan Blvd,
Staten Island, New York 10306.
Online condolences can be
left at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home
& Crematory is serving the View
family.

William ‘Butch’ Beck

William “Butch”
Beck, 75 of Highlands and Scaly Mtn.,
NC went home to
be with the Lord on
Tuesday, May 4, 2022.
He was born in
Macon County. The
son of the late James
William and Beulah
Henry Beck. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death
by two grandchildren,
Sarah Beck and Gavin Johnson;
four brothers, Jimmy Beck, Sammie Beck, Jake Beck, and Gilbert
Beck.
He was retired from the
Town of Highlands where he
worked in the sanitation department for more than 20 years.
He was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, great grandfather,
and a friend to all. He loved the
outdoors, hunting, working in the
garden, growing flowers, and most
of all spending time with family,
friends, and all his babies.
He is survived by his wife
of 31 years, Frankie Speed Beck,
sons, Lamar of Walhalla, SC, Scott
(Angela) of Franklin, NC, James
of Highlands, NC, Sam Johnson

(Holly) of Franklin,
NC and a daughter, Rhonda Oakley
(Wayne) of Highlands, NC; grandchildren, Jeffrey Beck,
John Beck, Raven
Briley, Jaimie Beck,
Annabelle Beck, Kaylee Oakley, Jasmine
Oakley, Rylee Johnson; six great-grandchildren; one brother,
John Beck; and many,
many special babies.
A service was at Highlands
First Baptist Church Monday,
May 9. Pastor Oliver Rice and
Pastor Clay Webb officiated. Burial followed at Highlands Memorial Park. Pallbearers were Craig
“Yogi” McCall, Clay Talley, Craig
“Boo” James, David Leffler, Mike
Beck and Jon Shaheen. Honorary
Pallbearers will be Lamar Billingsley, Kenneth Norris, Kenneth
Wilson, Dale “Mac” McMahan,
Larry Holt, Kent Henry, Petey
Bryson.
Macon Funeral Home will
be handling the arrangements.
Online condolences can be made
to www.maconfuneralhome.com

•Hospital News•
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The gift of extraordinary nurses: The care at H-C
Hospital and Eckerd Living Center is driven by their
dedication and compassion

D

uring May, we celebrate
National Nurses Week
(May 6-12) and the extraordinary nurses serving at
Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital
(HCH) and Eckerd Living Center
(ELC). Our nursing team is second to none, as our patients and
team members will tell you.
To be a successful and impactful nurse today, you must be
able to keep up with constantly
evolving care protocols, clinical
best practices, and both industry
and institution-specific standards.
Then there’s making sure you
keep abreast of everything going
on in your own area of specialty,
whether that’s the Emergency
Department, general inpatient
care, or rehabilitation services.
All of this is of course done with
care and compassion, which is
what I believe makes nursing special.
As I like to share, people
who are sick or injured are scared
and hurting. This is often their
worst day, and helping someone
through this experience can be
difficult. Nurses hold the hands
of patients during these periods
of extreme pain, fear, or when
coping with death or loss.
Creativity is called for too, in
meeting a patient’s unique needs.
No two patients are the same, and
nurses are called upon to carefully monitor and manage subtle
changes in every patient’s condition, convey them to the other
care team members that come
into contact with the patient, and
respond to the physical, mental,
social, spiritual, and emotional
needs of a patient.
It’s also important to remember that our nurses don’t just
care for patients, they really care
for families as well. Our nurses
ensure that family members and
loved ones stay informed about
how a patient is doing, and they
must be able at all times to re-

Tom Neal, CEO/CNO
Highlands Cashiers
Hospital

spond knowledgeably and sensitively to the many questions they
receive about a patient’s wellbeing.
Each year, we recognize a special nurse with a DAISY Award.
The DAISY award was created
by the DAISY Foundation to recognize outstanding nursing care.
DAISY is actually an acronym that
stands for Diseases Attacking the
Immune System, and traces back
to its origin in 1999. The family of
J. Patrick Barnes created the foundation after Patrick’s loss, as they
were so moved by the extraordinary compassion of the nurses
who walked with them. The intent
quite simply is to recognize excellent, compassionate, skillful nursing care. It is a special award, and
I have been moved by many of the
stories shared by patients or families. The deadline for this year’s
DAISY Award nominations was at
the end of April, and we’ll be recognizing our winner on May 6th.
It is especially important to
recognize the work nurses do because we have seen them act particularly heroically over the last
two years as we faced something
we never could have imagined:
the COVID-19 pandemic. Nurses,
more than anyone else, had to shift
their focus and how they delivered
care to our patients continuously,

as more became known about the
virus and as COVID numbers rose
and fell at HCH. We had to be particularly vigilant in caring for our
senior ELC patients, since those
65 years of age and older are especially vulnerable to complications
from COVID.
In addition to the comprehensive clinical expertise provided
by our nurses that I witness each
day, if you talk to most nurses, they
will note that their career is a true
calling, not just a path they followed with interest. Their compassion is reflected in countless ways,
whether that’s taking the time to
check in and hear what’s really happening in a patient’s life, addressing a patient’s pressing concern, or
going the extra mile to show them
kindness or make them as comfortable as possible. In short, they
make what can seem like a sterile
environment, warm and human.
We support nurses in various ways here at the hospital,
from providing opportunities for
professional growth to more fun
celebrations during Nurses Week.
HCA Healthcare is committed to
offering nurses opportunities for
continuing their education, and
advancing their careers through
obtaining additional professional
certifications, leadership training,
and tuition reimbursement.
Nurses contribute their considerable intellect and talents to
every area of the hospital, from
bedside nursing to administration
and institutional leadership. I myself have a background in cardiac
and emergency nursing, having
worked in multiple areas to include
open heart recovery, ICU, and the
ER. Serving patients propelled me
into wanting to gain experience
and make a difference as a hospital
leader.
Our community couldn’t be
more fortunate to have the exceptional team of nurses who grace
• See HOSPITAL page 14

We Moved to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands,NC
..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029
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...HOSPITAL continued from page 13
our hospital and our patients’ lives each day.
I know I have the backing of every HCH
and ELC team member, as well as every
community member, when I explain that

our work truly couldn’t happen without
them. They drive patient care and all we
do here, and we are profoundly grateful for
their time, dedication, and caring hearts.

Experience MATTERS

•Biz/Org News•
Rotary club
hears about
‘literacy’

Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk of Court

EXPERIENCE:
• 21 years in the Clerk of Courts office.
• Knowledge of office’s strengths & weaknesses.
• Established relationships in the Judicial System.
• Valued relationships with the public.
GOALS:
• Improve efficiency.
• Focus on the public.

VOTE
Shawna Thun Lamb
Clerk of Court on May 17th.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk.

Tom Graham, President of Rotary Club of Highlands with Bonnie Potts, director of The Literacy & Learning Center.

Jane Jerry, member of the Board of Directors of The Literacy and Learning Center,
formerly known as the Literacy Council of Highlands, introduced our speaker, Bonnie
Potts at the Tuesday meeting of the Rotary Club of Highlands. Bonnie is the Executive
Director of TL & LC and has been for five years. Bonnie spoke passionately of her mission regarding The Literacy & Learning Center: to help children find their passion for what
they might choose to do in their lives through education. Her message focused on the fact
that “fairness” cannot always be achieved in the way we generally think about it because the
children who come to TL & LC are not all the same and do not learn the same way. But,
through education, the playing field becomes more level and children are opened to all the
possibilities and passions the world has to offer.
TL&LC does more than just serve children as they offer GED classes, ESL (English
as a second language) and other services. TL&LC has many needs that Highlanders can
help with for volunteering to donating. For more information, contact info@maconncliteracy.org.

Chestnut Hill,

Rotary
gets
COVID
update

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

From left Mark Chmar, Tom Neal, and Tom Graham.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

For the April 12, Rotary Meeting, Mark Chmar introduced Tom Neal, CEO, and CNO
as the featured speaker. Neal provided a covid update for Highlands and Western North
Carolina. The BA2 variant is the most common among current positive cases totally approximately 60 to 70% of recent tests in Macon County. More than 70% of the population
is vaccinated, which has significantly helped with the symptoms of covid. 74% of people
who test positive for covid are not likely to require hospitalization and are 91% less likely
to lead to mortality. Neal does recommend that people follow the guidelines laid out by the
CDC to ensure their safety.
Also on April 12, Andy Chmar was presented a Paul Harris Fellow recognition for his
contributions to the Rotary Club of Highlands.
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...INDEPENDENT continued from page 1

Chair of the Highlands-Caspend on public safety and
shiers Health Foundation,
many of the social problems
a member of the Macon
facing our community. If
County Economic Develthe program is effective and
opment Council and forproduces outcomes that enmer chair of the Highlands
hance the lives of our youth,
Zoning Board. Jerry has
spending additional funds
been married to his wife
could make sense.
Kay for 29 years and they
I am in support of the
have four children.
.25% increase in our sales tax
What do you see as being
for the purpose of enhancthe biggest issue facing Macon
ing school infrastructure.
County?
Macon County derives more
Jerry Moore
I believe the numthan $10 million in sales tax
ber one issue facing the Independent MC Commission revenue each year, much
Candidate for District 1
Macon County Commisof it coming from people
sion is school infrastrucvisiting or passing through
ture. Franklin High School is more than our county. Although this increase will af75 years old and is in desperate need of fect residents of Macon County, the overall
replacement. Highlands School also has impact will be minimal because of the adinfrastructure concerns that need to be ad- vantage of spreading it across thousands of
dressed to adequately serve the current stu- visitors. Additionally, all of our surrounding
dent population and to address the urgent counties currently take advantage of the adneed for early childhood education. Macon ditional .25% increase in sales tax. My goal
County should look 30 years down the road would be to have the least financial impact
as we address these infrastructure needs to on our citizens while we deliver the best posensure we have adequately planned for an sible product.
expanding population. Further, an excelMacon County has completed a large space
lent school system will attract companies needs analysis project to address infrastructure needs.
that can deliver high paying jobs to our What are your thoughts on the current direction the
citizens.
county is taking to address these issues?
Commissioners are faced with more
The Capital Improvement Plan details
and more request for public education significant potential expenditures totaling
funding. What is your stance on county’s more than $144 million. The Commission
role in funding public education? Do you will need to prioritize those projects and
think the current levels are adequate or do start moving forward. The current fund balyou think they should be increased/de- ance could be used for some of the projcreased? Do you support the sales tax ref- ects and to support borrowing funds for the
erendum that will be placed on the ballot in larger projects, such as school infrastructure.
November?
I believe my role as commissioner is to overEducation funding currently makes see the spending of any funds to make sure
up 19% of our total budget, which places the citizens of Macon County are receiving
it third behind Public Safety (27%) and the best possible return on their tax dollars.
Health & Human Services (24%). I do not It is also important for the Commission
believe money will solve all of the issues to listen and act on the projects the public
plaguing our education system in Macon deems most critical to the success of Macon
County and across the nation, but provid- County.
ing our students and teachers with an exAny other issues or information you would like
cellent learning environment will go a long to include for your voters?
way to enhancing the education experiAs county commissioner, I will work
ence. The county relies significantly upon with local, state and federal agencies as
the state for funding but the Commission well as non-profits and private businesses
needs to look at ways to fill the gaps where to address the myriad of issues facing our
funding is not available from the state. With county and the region. Some of these issues
regard to the level of spending, I firmly be- include access to high-speed internet, aflieve education expenditures have the po- fordable housing, access to basic healthcare,
tential to lower the amount of money we substance abuse treatment, mental health

treatment and more. My experience in the
criminal justice system and private business
has given me a unique insight to these issues.
Collaborating with the agencies that directly
address these issues will be a significant part
of my role as a county commissioner, and I
believe these efforts will prevent a duplication of spending and allow us to take advantage of alternative funding sources. Raising
taxes should always be the last option. Last-

ly, I believe the county needs a long-term
strategic plan to determine what we want
to look like as a county in 30 years. Western North Carolina will continue to be a
destination for families trying to escape the
problems of more populated areas, and we
need to plan in order to maintain the character and quality of life we currently enjoy
in Macon County.

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the
elements while creating a striking aesthetic.

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS.
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore"
colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore.

Maritime White
OC-5

Briarwood
HC-175

Cliffside Gray
HC-180

Boston Brick
2092-30

Mahogany
ES-63

Normandy
2129-40

Call us to learn more.

HDC

HI GHLANDS
DECORATING
CENTER

Highlands Decorating Center
330 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3571
www.HighlandsDecorating.com
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Explore our mountains with the
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust

For more information or to sign-up for any of the HCLT programs check out the website www.hicashlt.
org or contact them at hclt_ed@earthlink.net, 828-526-1111.
– Photo by Kevin Fitzpatrick

Thursday, May 19 • 9am-4pm
Discounts on Fillers & Botox

Ce nt e r fo r Pla stic S u r g er y

Drop in for information
or call 828-526-3783 for an appointment

209 Hospital Drive, Ste 202, Highlands • www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Our mountains are among
some of the oldest in the world.
Over time, geologic processes
have resulted in a complex landscape that is home to a great diversity of habitats for plants and
animals.
As such, the HighlandsCashiers Plateau is a biodiversity
hotspot, with more flowering
plant species documented here
than anywhere else in the temperate zone. There is also a huge
variety of salamander, fungi,
and insect species who call these
mountains home.
The Plateau has also been
recognized as an Important Bird
Area by the National Audubon
Society due to the high number
of bird species found here including several migratory warblers that
summer in our intact high elevation forests.
With the high peaks, waterfalls, cool and mild climate, and
abundance of wildlife, the Highlands-Cashiers area is a destination with endless opportunities to
explore. Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust (HCLT) has several ways to
help you do just that!
HCLT is a non-profit 501c3
land conservation organization
that protects over 3700 acres of
valuable land and natural resources
in the Highlands and Cashiers areas. We believe that an important
part of conserving land is helping
people connect to nature and learn
about the unique ecosystems that
we work so hard to protect.
Village Nature Series: The
Village Nature Series (VNS) are
free, family-friendly programs
about local wildlife, habitats, conservation, and cultural heritage
that are open to the public. The
VNS is co-hosted by the Land
Trust and The Village Green,
where the programs are held.
VNS programs are held on the
last Tuesday of each month from
5:00– 6:00 p.m. May – October.
On May 31, we will kick off this
year’s VNS with a presentation by
Rose Wall, Education Director and
Senior Naturalist at Balsam Mountain Trust who will introduce us to
some LIVE furred, feathered, and

scaled critters who call this region
home! Check out the full schedule
on our website.
Community in Nature
Programs: We have several opportunities throughout the year for
community members and families
to explore Land Trust properties
with us. On May 28th, bring the
kids to Dixon Pond and explore
pond life with us. On June 4th, we
will be partnering with the Highlands Plateau Audubon Society to
lead a bird walk at our Brushy Face
Preserve. On July 2nd, join us for
a pop-up bioblitz on Sunset Rock.
Keep a watch out on our social media for monthly pop-up “Ranger
Programs” led by our AmeriCorps
Member on Sunset Rock and Satulah Mountain to learn about local
history and geology of our properties.
Member EcoTours: After
a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, we are once again offering
our popular guided hikes! EcoTours are typically half or full day
tours to Land Trust conserved
properties or other protected
lands. On our tours, you will learn
about the unique ecosystems, botanical diversity, and wildlife that
reside on the Plateau from our
expert guides. There is still time to
sign up for our May 17th EcoTour!
We will be hiking a trail that connects two HCLT conserved properties - from Brushy Face Preserve
to our oldest conserved property,
Satulah Mountain Preserve. The
hike starts off on our Brushy Face
Trail, which meanders through an
old growth forest with soft flowing
headwater streams and large white
pines. We will break off from that
trail and continue our route across
HWY 28 to follow Old Walhalla
Road through the Satulah Mountain Historic District. As we walk
up the mountain, we will come
upon Satulah Mountain Preserve
where will walk through a ridgetop old growth forest to the rocky
summit where we will enjoy the
view and have a picnic lunch.
EcoTours are $50 for Land Trust
members (lunch is included). If
you are not already a member, simply join at any level!
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...ELECTRIC continued from page 1

However, Mayor Patrick
Taylor said few things cause more
negative feedback to the board of
commissioners than an electric
rate hike.
Kevin O’Donnell our Duke
liaison from Nova Energy said
Duke is replacing in-the-ground
assets, investing $56 billion over
the next 10 years for its rollout of
batteries for solar and wind plus
its investing in rebuilding its grid.
Those particulars, plus the
rising price of gasoline, natural
gas and coal – both of which
have doubled since November of
2021 – mean Duke will be passing those costs on to its wholesale
and retail customers next year.
“Duke is going to have to
pay these costs, so we are going
to have to pay these costs,” said
O’Donnell. “We will see a significant rate increase at the end of
2022 beginning 2023.”
How natural gas fits in
O’Donnell described North
Carolina as an island to itself in
terms of energy costs with its
electric rates dependent upon

the price of natural gas – not only
the commodity itself but also the
capacity and ability to bring that
natural gas into North Carolina.
North Carolina is one of only
a handful of states that is served
by only one interstate natural gas
pipeline – Transgo – which runs
up and down Interstate 85.
Two years ago, plans in the
works saw North Carolina getting
three natural gas pipelines. However, Duke and Dominion cancelled
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline and
now the Mountain Valley Pipeline
– which is 97% complete – is hung
up in the ports.
Without new pipelines, North
Carolina can only rely on one, but
once Mountain Valley comes online, O’Donnell said the prices of
natural gas will come down which
theoretically means electric rates
will decrease, too.
Meanwhile, due to Duke’s
long-term planned movement
away from natural gas and coal
because of cost increases in those
commodities, the wholesale cost
of power will be higher next year.

“The market, Ukraine, Covid, lack of inventory has created
a perfect storm that is hammering
every utility out there,” he said.
“The only thing that will save us
is if there is a lot more drilling of
natural gas immediately, so talk to
your representatives.”
This is just a warning shot,
said Mayor Taylor.
“We make money off our
electric system which stays here,
and we are able to do things for
the town with the electric reserve
funds. If Duke was running this,
the money they make would be
going to their investors,” he said.
“But if we don’t address the rate
increase issue, then it will cut into
the profitability of the electric system which would mean the draining of our reserves.”
O’Donnell agreed.
“If you don’t pass it on, then
the reserves are going to be drained
and you will have to cut fund transfers to other departments that you
make from the electric reserve
fund,” he said.
Highlands contract with

Brazilian Cowhides

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Duke is up in 2027 but at this time
deregulation – where consumers
can buy power from whomever
they want – was shot down by
Duke and cemented by the North
Carolina General Assembly.
But there might be more options come 2027 where Highlands
could buy power from other utility companies like Carolina Power
Partners and others.
Upcoming electric rates.
Happily, at least for the remainder of 2022, Highlands citizens’ electric rates will hold steady.
At the May 5 FY ’21-’22 budget meeting, what do to about the
future rate hike from Duke was
discussed at length.
Each year, Duke does a trueup where it reconciles with Highlands. If it over-charged due to
projections made prior to putting
rates in play, then Highlands receives a credit or a check for the
amount it was overcharged and
which its citizens paid.
“Last year we got the true-up
and two other refunds from Duke
due to accounting issues on their
part which meant Duke had to pay
back a certain amount of money
to its wholesale customers,” said
Town Manager Josh Ward. “We
got two checks totaling $735,000
which we put into electric reserve
where it’s sat untouched.”
Ward said with the backing
of the Finance Committee the
thought is to use that refunded
money to pay cost increases down
the pike – possibly coming in January 2023.
Commissioner Amy Patterson
who sits on the Finance Committee said the rationale was that this

was a credit back and customers
should benefit.
“Our customers were over
charged and paid for the electricity that we were given a credit
for after the true-up so not using
that refund to pay rate increases
seems like we would be double
dipping these folks since they already paid,” she said. “We didn’t
give the money back to customers
when we got it back, we put it in
reserve. So instead of raising rates
on them we could use it for these
fuel-based cost increases coming
from Duke.”
This doesn’t mean rates
won’t ever go up, but the refund
money will be used for as long as
possible to offset an increase.
“If I recall correctly, we said
this is what we were going to do
with that money. So, we need to
be true to what we said,” said the
mayor. “Use the money that’s already in the bank for that specific
purpose.”
Commissioner Brian Stiehler
said this plan shows responsible
government.
“But we need to prepare everybody so if there is an increase,
they don’t look at it like it’s some
massive increase coming,” he said.
Therefore, Highlands electric rates will hold even – at least
initially – even if there is a Duke
increase.
“Once it comes, we will keep
paying the increase on our end
until the $735,000 runs out. When
and how much the rates go up will
determine how long the refunded
monies will last,” said the mayor.
– Kim Lewicki

Free, live music every
Fri. and Sat. evening May-Oct.

The best way to experience
music is live and in person. Beginning May 13, local and regional
bands and musicians are scheduled
every Friday and Saturday evening
through October, for a total of 52
free concerts!
Friday Night Live takes place
at Town Square on Main St. and
Saturdays on Pine is held at Kelsey-

Hutchinson Park on Pine St.
All shows are from 6 to 8:30
p.m. Bring your favorite lawn
chair, a picnic basket full of good
food and drinks from your favorite Highlands restaurants and join
the fun!
For more information, call
828-526-5841 or send an email to
events@highlandschamber.org.

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 12, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 19

Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 12, 2022 - 828-200-1371

•Highlands Events•
Rec Pool Schedule:
• Lap Swim Monday-Friday 6am-10am,
Monday and Thursday 11:15am-7pm and
Tuesday and Wednesday 11:15am-3:30pm
6 lanes AND 3:30-7 (shared Pool) and Saturday 10-11am 6 lanes. Adult Swim Monday-Thursday 11:15am-7pm. Call ahead
for Public Swim Weekend schedule due to
staff shortages. 828-526-1595.
Pickle Ball
• There are three indoor Pickle Ball
courts and six outdoor Court open once
again. Pickle Ball will be played in the gym
every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10am-1:pm (days and times
have changed).
Nature Center Spring Hours
• Friday & Saturday: 10 AM to 4 PM.
Closed:. Sunday - Thursday
Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Presbyterian Church in Highlands from 5:306:30pm. No registration required – just
show up and participate.Questions? Visit
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 –
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org
Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an offcampus sorority founded in the 1800s
that provides grants and loans to women
who want to return to school or further

their education and have a financial need,
meets at 10 a,m, If interested, please call
president Paula McDonald at 706-3723004 for meeting places.
Tuesdays
• Covid-19 Testing at Village Green in
Cashiers every Tuesday from 9-5. Walkins accepted, but you can schedule an appointment by calling (877) 562-4850 or
going on line at lhi.care/covidtesting.
Wednesdays
• Covid-19 Testing at Highlands
Community Building every Wednesday
from 9-5. Walk-ins accepted, but you can
schedule an appointment by calling (877)
562-4850 or going on line at lhi.care/covidtesting.
Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus
10:15-11am.
Mon.,Tues.,Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Methodist Church on Spring Street is open
from 10a to 6p,
Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal
Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body workout that engages every muscle in the body.
• New Mobility Class with Anna Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm
and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more in-

Saturday Nights on Pine starts May 14

The Breakfast Club Band kicks off this year’s FREE Saturday Nights on Pine concerts
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs, blankets and a picnic. Alcoholic beverages are permitted.
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•Highlands Area Events•

formation, call Anna 267-825-0716.
Mon, & Thurs,
• Drive-thru flu clinics at the Public
Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in
Franklin from 1–4 pm $36 for the regular dose and the $73 for the high dose
(recommended for those 65+). Insurances will be filed; please bring your insurance card with you. Questions? Call
828.349.2081.
Mon, Wed,Thurs
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball
10:30 am-1 pm.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:309:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for more
information.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 am.
1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30
pm at the Hudson Library.
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am.
Aim for strong, lean muscles using light
weights, body weight, and high repetition
to shape and tone.
Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch with
Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin
from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at 5:30. A combination class with many
different types of exercise.
Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial arts for a
calorie-burning workout.
• Free Covid vaccination clinics – 9
am to 5pm at the Rec Park. (Closed for
a half-hour lunch break) Location subject
to change. please check https://myspot.
nc.gov/ for the latest location information. Walk-ins are accepted, however
we encourage residents to pre-register
and schedule an appointment at https://
myoptumserve.com/covid19 or by calling
(877) 505-6723 if you do not have internet.
Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts in Town
Square on Main Street. 6-8:30 p.m. Bring
chairs.
Every Fri., Sat, & Sun.
• 1st run movies at the Playhouse on
Oak Street. 1 and 4 p.m. www.mountaintheatre.com
Saturdays

• Saturdays on Pine in K-H Founders Park on Pine Street. 6-8:30 p.m. Bring
chairs, blankets and a picnic. 1st Saturdays
• Visit Highlands hosts the Highlands
Bagpipers for a Town Square performance
4:30-5p the first Saturday of each month
through October.
2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina
WoodturnersClub meets in Highlands at
The Bascom at 10 a.m. March and November.
3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets
on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the
First Methodist Church at 315 Main Street
in their Community Room/ 909 Chapel.
We serve breakfast at 9AM and hold our
monthly meeting at 10AM We invite ALL
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed McCloskey,
Commander for any information @828787-1660.
Thurs., May 12
• Winter stories will be held at the
High Dive from 2-4, a casual gathering of
story swapping. Come, Tell, Listen.
Fri.-Sun. May 13-15
• First-run movies at the Highlands
Playhouse on Oak Street. This week: THE
OUTFIT, 1pm & 4pm. www.mountaintheatre.com
Fri., May 13
• Great Art on Screen at the PAC at

5:30 p.m. Marking the centenary of the
discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb with the
biggest international exhibition ever dedicated to him. For ticket information go to
www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
• Live concert in Town Square on
Main Street 6-8:30 p.m. Johnny Webb Band.
Bring chairs.
Sat., May 14
• Meander in May, set for 11a to 4p
Saturday, May 14, will take place throughout downtown.This free, self-guided event,
the product of Highlands Chamber of
Commerce and Visit Highlands, NC, brings
live musical performances, artists, craftspeople, and fun demonstrations to locations across the town. That means you’ll
discover music from bluegrass to jazz, and
artists displaying their talents in jewelry
making, painting, woodworking, metallurgy,
photography and plein air painting. These
musicians and artists will be situated all
over town. Residents and visitors are
encouraged to watch, listen, engage, and
indulge in other offerings along the way.
Participants will be provided with an event
map to go and seek out their favorite artist/musician. The day is capped by a concert at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
at 6p. And in keeping with the theme of
walking, make sure you’re wearing comfy
shoes!
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

Friday Night Live Concerts start May 13

The Johnny Webb Band kicks off this year’s FREE Friday Night Live Concerts held in Town
Square on Main Street from 6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs.

turners Club meeting is at 10 a.m.at the
Bascom, 323 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC.
Drive across the covered bridge into
the parking lot, and come into the main
entrance near the covered patio. There
will be directions on how to get to the
wood turning studio. Visitors are always
welcome. The club meets in Highlands
the second Saturday of every month between March and November. This meeting will focus on jigs, fixtures, and other
items to make your woodturning experience more beneficial.
• National Theatre Live at the PAC
at 1 p.m.Set twelve years before his epic
His Dark Materials trilogy, this gripping
adaptation revisits Phillip Pullman’s fantastical world in which waters are rising
and storms are brewing. Two young people and their dæmons, with everything
at stake, find themselves at the centre
of a terrifying manhunt. In their care is
a tiny child called Lyra Belacqua, and in
that child lies the fate of the future. And
as the waters rise around them, powerful
adversaries conspire for mastery of Dust:
salvation to some, the source of infinite
corruption to others.For ticket information go to www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
• Live Concert at K-H Founders
Park on Pine Street. 6-8:30 p.m. The
Breakfast Club. Bring chairs, blankets and
a picnic.
Tues., May 17
• Brushy Face to Satulah Hike –
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT)
Member EcoTour from 10am-3pm. $50
per person PLUS HCLT membership
(any level). Contact Sarah Pursel, hclt_
ed@earthlink.net, 828-526-1111, www.
hicashlt.org.
• Free state-mandated sports physical for rising 6th-12th graders at 2 p.m.
at Highlands School. All students who
will participate in NCHSAA sanctioned
sports, must undergo a state-mandated
sports physical prior to trying out for
any sport. Parents/Guardians should plan
to attend the sports physical, to answer
questions the medical team may have
during the exam. For more information
please contact Will Mathiowdis at William.Mathiowdis@HCAHealthcare.com
Fri., May 20
• First-ever Justice Matters Tours at
our Highlands/Cashiers office to find out
how you can join Pisgah Legal Services
in standing for justice. This interactive
• See EVENTS page 22
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...EVENTS continued from page 21

in-person tour is 1:30 - 3p.m. and delves
into how Pisgah Legal addresses domestic violence, housing, immigration, access
to healthcare, and community economic
development and explains how community members can get involved.Tours take
place at Pisgah Legal Services, 209 Hospital Dr., Suite 203, Highlands, NC. Limited
space available. RSVP to Megan Quattlebaum at 828-575-1353 or email Megan@
pisgahlegal.org.
• Chef Dinner at OEI’s The Farm, May
Day Celebration with Celebrity Chef, author and lifestyle expert Chadwick Boyd.
Book at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/

chefdinners.
Sat. May 21
• The American Legion will celebrate
Armed Forces Day at their meeting at the
Methodist Church on Main Street, Highlands. Breakfast is at 9 a.m. and the meeting
is at 10 a.m. Armed Forces Day was signed
into law July 26, 1947 by President Harry
S. Truman. It was passed to unify all four
branches of the military under a single
executive authority, the Secretary of Defense.
Mon. May 23
• At CLE, Intro to iPhone/iPad. 10a to

Highlands School
End of the Year Activities
EVENT			TIME		DATE/PLACE
EOG Make-ups			

8am		

Friday, May 13

Yearbook Assembly: 		
11am		
Friday, May 13
High school outdoor Lunch and Field Day to follow at Track. – it ends at 2:30pm

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning
Facials • Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Baccalaureate			4pm		Sunday, May 15
First Baptist Church: Dinner to Follow

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Grades K, 1, 2 Award Assembly
New Gym			

9am		

Tuesday, May 17

Grades 3, 4, 5 Award Assembly
New Gym			

10am		

Tuesday, May 17

Elementary Field Day

9am

Wednesday May 18

MS Academic awards		

10am		
Wednesday, May 18
MS Courtyard or old gym

MS Graduation

5pm
Wednesday, May 18
MS Courtyard or old gym

		

MS Field Day			

TBA		

Thursday, May 19

Graduation Practice		

1pm		

Friday, May 20

(Track or Gym: decided by Thursday, May 19)
All seniors and mascots are required to attend.
Seniors/mascots that do not attend cannot participate in Graduation.
Graduation			10am		Saturday, May 21
Track or New Gym
Teacher Workday/Faculty Luncheon: Noon. 		
Tuesday, May 24
Outside weather permitting
All faculty and Staff are required to attend.
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The HC Land Trust
announces
largest
conservation
easement in the
organization’s
history
More than 87 acres of land in Cashiers has been put under a conservation easement, preserving it forever.
The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
(HCLT) enthusiastically announces
Daniel Communities and Arlington
Family Offices put 87.5 acres of land
at High Hampton under a conservation easement that includes the saddle
between the peaks of Chimney Top
and Rock Mountain, the boulder field
below the Rock Mountain Cliff, and
acreage on Rock Mountain. This land,
combined with 325 acres put under
easement by Will and Becky McKee,
makes it HCLT’s largest conservation
easement to date.
In addition to the property at High
Hampton, a neighboring landowner
in the Cedar Hill community added
48 acres to an existing 43 acre easement. This generosity means a total of
501 acres of Chimney Top and Rock
Mountain are under the stewardship
of the HCLT.
These easements permanently
protect part of the scenic viewshed and
headwaters of the Chattooga River.
HCLT, a nationally accredited
nonprofit organization, has been partnering with landowners and developers to conserve property on the Plateau since 1909. While some lands are
donated, the most common method
of protection is by using conservation
easements, which is a legal agreement
that restricts some, or all, developmental rights. These particular easements
protect a valuable viewshed, rare habitat and species, and the headwaters
of the Chattooga River. All HCLT
conserved lands, even if not open for
recreation, benefit the public and our
local ecosystem. To learn how you
can help conserve your land or to support HCLT’s conservation work on
the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau, visit
www.hicashlt.org.

Effective leaders live by strong values that shape and guide their decisions and behaviors. ,
As a 9th generation MaconCountyresident and 31d generation law enforcement officer, I
have always remained connected to Macon County roots through direct involvement
with church, the school system, volunteer services and involvement with youth
activities. As Sheriff, my passion for direct, hands-on, community-based policies would be
a constant throughout the department My wife and I take pride in our pubic servant
household who values community involvement and the youth of Macon County.

Elect

I

1.1 ncreased DIRECT Involvement with our Community
- Community contact/face-to-face interactions
- MCSO Sponsored Events - Community Pa trols
- Local Business Checks

i!

2. Youth & Young Adult Support
- SROs continue to ser ve teachers & students through the county
- Presence in the schools across the county
- Continued Shop With A Cop
- Encouragement of local law enforcement to volunteer with community
youth organizations; making a positive impact with younger generations
- Creating a partnership with various outreach programs throughout the
county (i.e. Literacy Council, Rotary Clubs, youth sports, Big Brothers Big
Sisters, e tc.)
3. Officer Retention, Sustainability+ Support
- Positive Work Culture
- Build Rappor t
- Support LEO families
- Exit Sur veys
- Continue to fight for equitable pay for local law enforcement
4. War on Drugs
5. Macon County is not a safe haven for criminals!
6. Protect our citizens and youth
7. Multi-Agency Narcotics Unit
8. lncreased community presence
9. lncreased involvement with the youth of Macon County
10. Availability of Reha biIi tat ion programs and resources

Early Voting ends
Saturday.
Thursday, April 28
The Primary is

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT BRENT HOLBROOKS
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...CHANGE continued from page 1
While candidates for District 1 must
reside within the boundaries of the district,
Macon County residents at-large elect the
position. The 1984 board of commissioners tabled the discussion and in the nearly
40 years since, that same request has been
made a dozen times, however the election
method has never changed.
Neville Bryson was the first Highlands
resident to be elected to District 1 and was
elected in 1986. Bryson served until 1994
when William Fred Munger was elected.
Munger resided in Highlands. Munger decided to seek election for Macon County
Register of Deeds in 1998, leaving the seat
open for Allan Bryson of Highlands to be
elected. Allan Bryson retained the seat until
2006 when he was defeated by Highlands
resident Brian McClellan. McClellan later
resigned from the Macon County Board of
Commissioners and Highlands resident Jim
Tate was appointed to replace him. Tate has
held the seat ever since however, he will be
retiring from the board in November.
Both Republican candidates on the
Primary Ballot for the May 17 election,
Don Willis and John Shearl, currently reside
in District I, but not within Highlands. At
a public forum held at the Macon County
Public Library last week, all candidates running for commissioner were asked how they
would ensure the residents of Highlands re-

ceived the same representation as they have
in the past, if the candidate to be elected to
the board lived outside of the city limits.
“The citizens of Highlands can rest assured that they will get the same representation from me that I will give the folks over
on Nantahala, Franklin, Cowee… it doesn’t
matter,” said Candidate Don Willis who
lives in the Elijay Community. “We are all
one county, folks. We need to represent all
the people not just a slim majority or just the
town of Highlands.”
According to Shearl, he has been involved with the town of Highlands since the
1980s.
“I have been in the town of Highlands
since 1986. My wife is a native Highlander.
The Munger Family was the third family to
ever settle in Highlands. We built our house
in Highlands and we had three sons that
graduated from Highlands School. I am a
retired Highlands firefighter, Highlands little
league representative,” said Shearl who currently lives in the Sugarfork Community. “I
am there every day. That is where my landscaping company is. My connections are extensive in Highlands and those people know
where I will be every day.”
With the possibility of the District I
representative not residing in Highlands,
candidates currently seeking the Republican
nomination for District II also shared their

insight as to how they would ensure Highlands representatives were adequately represented.
“I will represent all communities in Macon County, no matter if it stretches from
Nantahala, to Highlands, or wherever.” said
Candidate Gregg Jones. “I am willing to put
my boots on and make sure stuff gets done.
I would like to see the communities come
together and work together.”
Gary Shields, the only incumbent running for election noted that the various districts are important to ensure fair representation.
“We have three districts in Macon
County, Districts 1, 2, and 3. I have always
thought of myself as a Maconian first, but
Districts have the responsibility to find who
they want to come up and be their representative,” said Shields. “I think a quality candidate for District I needs to come out of the
leadership of District I. The District I person [candidate] is going to have to answer to
District I people.”
Danny Reitmeier noted that while the
board is comprised of various districts, commissioners are voted by all residents in Macon County and their work should reflect
such.
“We are elected by our districts because
of where we live, but we are responsible
for all the citizens of Macon County,” said
Reitmeier. “Though we may not be the “responsible” person, we have to be there for

everybody. I have a long history of connections to Highlands through work, being
involved in our community through youth
sports… 20 years of my life was up there
on that mountain.”
Candidate Danny Antoine was unable to attend the public forum but is also
running for the District II seat. He said
that regardless of the district he is elected
to represent, he believes Macon County
should come together as a whole and said
that he thinks all the candidates running for
election have the same viewpoint… that
the position commissioner is to serve all
citizens.
The District I seat on the Macon
County Board of Commissioners would
have been final after the results of the May
17 primary since only two Republicans filed
for the primary election, however Highlands resident Jerry Moore was able to successful secure the 1,111 signatures required
to appear on the November ballot as an
unaffiliated candidate.
Since Moore was able to secure the required signatures to appear on the November ballot, there is a possibility that come
November, the District I representative will
reside within the Highlands town limits if
Moore wins the General Election. If not
— either Shearl or Willis will become the
first person in nearly 40 years to represent
District I from one of the other precincts
rather than the town of Highlands.

Thursday, May 19th
11am - 2pm
Highlands Community Building
71 Poplar Street

First Ever!

Highlands Volunteer Event
Are you looking to get involved?
Join us to learn more about volunteer
opportunities in Highlands!

Light refreshments will be served.
This event is hosted by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands.
For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com
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•Spiritually Speaking•
The
Sovereign
God of Grace

T

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian
Church, Cashiers

he greatest truth men need to know in order to establish a solid foundation for life is that this world
in which we live was created by a sovereign God.
That means that everything we have came from that God.
Therefore, we owe to him all praise and glory. Where do
we find this truth? Let’s look to the Bible.
Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.” John 1:1-2 tells us, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” Genesis 1:2 declares, “Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit
of God was hovering over the waters.” Is God sovereign?
These three verses declare that “In the beginning” there
was nothing but God. There was God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit, three persons, yet, one God,
all of one substance equal in power and glory.
Everything that you: see, hear, feel, taste, and smell
comes from the creative power of God. It was God that
made all things and all out of nothing. Who was there for
Him to ask counsel from? God was completely sufficient
unto Himself, needing nothing or no one. Yet, He was a
God moved by His own being to create. So, before the
foundations of this world were laid, He devised a plan to
create a world and rule over it. He decided to create mankind and from that mass of humanity to redeem a people
unto Himself (2 Corinthians 6:16-18). All this was decided
before any work was done to bring our world into existence. So, who gave Him any counsel?
The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was ordained before the
foundations of this world were laid (I Peter 1:20 & Revelation 13:8) and who was there to counsel God? He has provided for those that would hear the Good News, it is God
that gives them new hearts with which to fear Him (Ezekiel 36:24-26, Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8:8-12). Also it
is the Holy Spirit who watches over them to see that the
work begun in them is carried out to completion (Philippians 1:6). So, again, who was there to counsel God?
There was no one to counsel God for there was none
but the Triune God. It is the Triune God that has made
all things (Acts 15:18), it is this same Triune God that this
very day sustains all things (Hebrews 1:3), and my friend,
he does not seek the counsel of anyone about how to run
His creation. He is the Sovereign Lord Almighty, and He
and He alone is in control of this world.
Scripture says, He has the hairs on your head num• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 27

Proverbs 3:5

• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School;10:30am Worship Service.
Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am;
10:45am Children’s Program.Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues:
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

John 3:16

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312
Services 1st Friday and 3rd Saturday of each month.
mountainsynagogue@gmail.com
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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•Biz/Org News•

The winning foursome from left: Donnie Callaway, Ronnie Waller, Dabs Potts and Donald Reese.

Rotary Club annual golf tournament raises
money for town scholarship fund
On May 2 Highlands Country Club hosted the annual Rotary Club of Highlands golf
tournament. Players enjoyed golf on the historic course, as well as lunch, beverages, and
post tournament awards. All money raised by this tournament helps fund the many projects of the Rotary Club of Highlands.

•Fire

Reports•

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from May 3.
May 3
• At 3 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a location on Buck Creek
Road.
• At 4:36 p.m., the dept. provided
public assistance on NC 28 south.
May 4
• At 11:58 a.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on US 64
west.
• At 1:04 p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Magnolia
Drive.
May 5
• At 11 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Pipers Court.
• At 12:32 p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on North
Drive.

• At 3:44 p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Blue Valley
Road.
• At 4:37 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Clear Creek
Road.
May 6
• At 8:04 a.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Half Mile
Drive.
• At 9:07 a.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Sagee Trace.
•At 9:45 a.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Lucerne
Drive.
• At 5:47 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Azalea
Drive.
May 7
• At 4:25 p.m.,. the dept. responded
to motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.

The second annual Meander in May,
set for 11a to 4p Saturday, May 14, will take
place throughout downtown.
This free, self-guided event, the product of Highlands Chamber of Commerce
and Visit Highlands, NC, brings live musical performances, artists, craftspeople, and
fun demonstrations to locations across the
town.
That means you’ll discover music from
bluegrass to jazz, and artists displaying their
talents in jewelry making, painting, woodworking, metallurgy, photography and plein
air painting.
These musicians and artists will be situated all over town. Residents and visitors are
encouraged to watch, listen, engage, and indulge in other offerings along the way.

Participants will be provided with an
event map to go and seek out their favorite artist/musician. The day is capped by
a concert at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders
Park at 6p. And in keeping with the theme
of walking, make sure you’re wearing comfy shoes!

2nd annual
‘Meander in May’
is this Saturday

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 26
Rotary club sponsors annual Athletic
Banquet for Highlands School athletes
On May 3 the Rotary Club of Highlands continued its long tradition of support for the
Highlands School by sponsoring the high school athletic banquet. Rotary members served
supper for the students, their families, coaches and teachers. Photo shows Rotary members
preparing for the banquet.

bered and He knows when each sparrow
falls (Luke 12:6,7). He is working out His
plan and no effort of a man or any other
creature will change the number of those
chosen unto eternal salvation (Ephesians
1:3-5,11; Acts 13:48) nor prevent the day
He has set to bring them all into His presence (Job 42:2), for He is indeed sovereign.
What a great comfort we as believers can
take in this knowledge, “Not by might nor
by power, but by My Spirit, `says the Lord
Almighty’” (Zechariah 4:6).
Those who hear these words and understand them should find this to be a great

comfort, to know they are in the hand of
their sovereign and holy God. This is especially true in these dark days in which we
face such upheaval and persecution as believers of this sovereign God.
Do you want hope and assurance in
this dark age? You need but call on Jesus
Christ who came into this world from the
sovereign Triune God to show men where
their hope originates. I Peter 5:10 “But
may the God of all grace, who called us to
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you.”
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OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do,
generators are all we do!

Residential
Commercial
Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING Sheetrock Repair
828-524-1391 • 828-332-0525 Wallpaper Removal
Log Homes
murphyspaintco@gmail.com
Decks

Whiteside Cove
Cottages

Quality Tree Care & Removal
18+ years
828-200-9217 • fully insured

We a cc ep t a ll c red i t c a rd s

5 log cabins nestled in
the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Highlands Automotive
• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist
434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

Service
&
Repair

Call Raul
706-982-3803

valenciagrading@gmail.com
Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

RICARDO MORALES
MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street
Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

446 Oak Street
across from the park,

JUNK

LMBT #13808

NC
Inspection
Station

The Highlands Barbershop

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

Massage and Bodywork

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

Unfurl

Bey Chrestman

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair
• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured
Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites
• Hauling
• Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson

Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com
33

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

•Classifieds•
FOR SALE
FIREWOOD – Small pickup load $120.
Call 828-369-7754. (st. 4/7)
HELP WANTED
THE DRY SINK IS HIRING! We have
several entry level positions open. We are fun,
face-paced, hard working, and we love our customers! If you love to cook or just enjoy helping folks, pop by for an application at 450 Main
St. Highlands, or email Sam at shays@thedrysink.com.We are open 7 days at week, 10a-5p
Monday-Saturday and 1-5p Sundays. (st. 5/5)
HIGHLANDS CASHIERS HEALTH
FOUNDATION – We are seeking a Marketing Specialist to join our dedicated team! If you
have experience in todayâ€™s marketing and
communications environment we would love to
hear from you. A broad scope of marketing skills
is required. Excellent compensation and benefits
package. Please visit our website for more information www.hchealthfnd.org or email r.tindall@
hchealthfnd.org. (5/5)
HIGHLANDS INN - Now hiring Guest
service representatives for all shifts, all days. Part
time or Fulltime. We are flexible. Email Resume
to : sales@highlandsinnlodge.com, stop by for an
application or give us a call at 828-526-5899. (st.
4/14)
HOTWIRE COMMUNICATIONS is
Black-Tie to BBQ
Catering

Bar-b-ques • Company Picnics
Laus • Seafood Boils

CHEFS2GO

CATERING & PERSONAL
CHEF SERVICES

RICK SIMEK
CHEF/OWNER

Corporate Catering
Breakfast • Luncheons
Cocktail Receptions

Personal Chef Services
Weekly Meal Plans • Parties

828-743-3145 / 561-345-0652 Organic & Dietary Restricted
Menus
Chefricksimek@gmail.com

Counseling Center of
Highlands

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

List with me! Get it SOLD!

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com

www.counseling-center.org

At The Peggy Crosby Center
348 S. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC
For more information please contact
us at info@counseling-center.org or
864-481-0598.

Mission:

The Counseling Center strives to strengthen families and
individuals by providing access to quality mental health
services regardless of financial ability.

HIRING! LOCAL Highlands opportunities. FULLTIME, year-round, customer facing, account management & sales jobs available. Excellent pay &
benefits. Forward your resume to mike.hall@
hotwiremail.com(st. 4/7)
COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGHLANDS is seeking additional therapists. Looking
for a place where you can build or add to your
private practice, provide mental health care to
those in need, and be part of a counseling center
that is dedicated to the behavioral health needs
of all members of the community regardless of
ability to pay? Our Center is looking for licensed
therapists who share this mission and YOU may
be one. If you are interested – or just want to
learn more about the Center – let us know by
sending an introductory email with your resume
to info@counseling-center.org. We look forward
to hearing from you. REQUIREMENTS: Master’s
Degree or higher in counseling, psychology or related field; Licensed in North Carolina in related
discipline/s; Must have a minimum of 2 years of
experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativity, and a
spirit of collaboration; Along with full-pay, willing
to see clients-in-need at a reduced fee; Counseling Center will reimburse the difference between
reduced fee up to $75. PREFERRED: Strong Clinical skills, including areas of assessment; diagnosis;
crisis & case management; Independent decisionmaking skills; Experience and desire to lead workshops and/or groups as outreach to the Highlands
community CRITICAL NEED FOR THE AREA:
Specialty in Substance Abuse; Bi-lingual (Spanish
& English)(st. 4/7)
LAKESIDE RESTAURANT is looking
to hire a full time, experienced server. Hours of
operation are Tuesday-Saturday for dinner only.
Please contact Laura Huerta at 803-617-8484. (st.
4/7)
HIGHLANDS PHARMACY has full and
part-time positions open for a Certified Pharmacy Technician and a clerk/merchandiser. No nights,
no Sundays, and great co-workers. Pay and benefits determined by position, qualifications, & experience. Apply in person or contact Sherry Sims
828-526-2366. (st. 4/7)
CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED IN CASHIERS, NC. A church is interested in hiring
• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30
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...CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 29

a capable pianist as worship leader,
immediately. High hourly pay. Respond to Molly @ 828-507-5153 or
christanglicancashiers@yahoo.com
CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is looking to hire a full-time
individual to assist in the paint department. Duties will include mixing paint, assisting customers with
color selections and sundry items,
stocking shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds. This
individual must be dependable, selfmotivated, have great customer service skills and be willing to learn.We
will offer on-the-job training, so experience is not necessary. For more
information, call Derek Taylor @
828-200-9226, or stop by Cashiers
Color Center to fill out an application. (6/9)
HIGHLANDS
EXCURSION is hiring guides/drivers. Email
us at adventure4118@gmail.com.
(st. 3/10)
WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT Looking for full-time line
cook and waitstaff. Call Jacque at
828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)
CHESTNUT HILL OF
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, Small
Assisted Living Facility looking for
Med Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper
and Dietary Staff. You may apply in
person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by
Phone at 828-526-5251 or by email
to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or
lindabtiff@aol.com.
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
LOT FOR SALE: .40 acres in
peaceful Highlands View community,
located just 10 minutes from
Main Street Highlands off Hwy 28.
Community water may be available
upon approval. Offered at $30,000.
For more information, call or email
Jerry Moore at 828-482-2032 or

ejmoorejr@yahoo.com. (6/2)
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE,
big garage on 3.14 acres land, water,
sewage,WI-Fi,AC, private paved road,
mountain view. (st. 10/7)
SERVICES
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience. Also offer grout cleaning.
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design &
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943
or Text: 321-303-7560. (st. 5/12)
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN – Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor
plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free estimates. Insured. Call
Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22)
STOP PAYING AGENCY
PRICES – Call me! Private, Personal
and Professional caregiver, companion
or sitter. I am available to work with
each clients needs, days and hours.
828-507-1692. (st. 9/30)
NEED FURNITURE MOVED
OR ANYTHING HAULED
AWAY? I can do it. Call or text
James of Going Gone at 828-4212655. (4/28)
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to my clients.
Stop paying agency prices and call me.
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & FABRICATON
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris
removal, pressure washing. Call 828371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD
for easier viewing. Video transfer
to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

...CONNECTING continued from page 10

Estes – arrived they found
ory and connection to
Samuel building his new
them – being nursery
home on the south side
men and landscape arof Main Street across
chitects.”
from the Hudson Library
Seth and his wife
up behind Falls on Main
Virginia have retired
where the chimney refrom the tech world
mains today.
and have given up the
When not promoting
confines of the cuHighlands, Samuel and his
bicle for the outdoors.
son Harlan were busy culThey are now avid hiktivating a nursery.
ers, mountaineers, and
At 13, Harlan had a
have most recently behalf-acre plot of land on
come more connected
which he founded his own
to plants.
nursery which led to a life- Charlie Jenks used this compass to get
“I am more interlong career. He cultivated Samuel T. Kelsey and Clinton Hutchin- ested in being in the
17 species of plants and son to Highlands.
outdoors and being in
was soon considered the
the forests like what
youngest nurseryman in America.
I’ve read about Samuel who explored the
Over the 15 years Kelsey lived with his woods and mountains here,” he said.
The compass that the historical sofamily in Highlands he created the KelseyHutchinson Nursery which would eventu- ciety now possesses was the compass
ally contain more than 600 species laid out Charlie Jenks a 19-year-old from outside
in blocks across 100 acres below the brow of of Franklin used to guide Kelsey and
Sunset Rocks. It would be the first of three Hutchinson up to Highlands.
Jenks brought them up the old
nurseries of the same name – one in Linville,
NC which Samuel left Highlands to found Cherokee trail (the Gorge Road) climbing up Dry Falls and eventually standing
and one in Boxford, MA.
When a railroad linking Highlands to the on Satulah Mountain to look down at a
rest of the world didn’t materialize, Samuel rhododendron forest that would become
left Highlands to found Linville, NC in 1890 Highlands proper.
“They said we are going to build a
where he and son Harlan established nursery
town with roads to connect Bear Pen and
number two.
From there the family moved to Massa- Satulah (4th street) and Sugartown Falls
chusetts, where they started the Kelsey-High- (Dry Falls) and Horse Cove (Main Street).
lands Nursery in Boxford which is what ig- Those were and still are the two main
nited Seth’s love of nature and the outdoors. roads in town,” said Lance Hardin HHS
Harlan Page Kelsey had become a na- historian. “So, in 1875 using that compass
tional figure in horticulture, conservation and they stood on that mountain and laid out
landscape architecture. He died at the age of what is our main intersection today.”
Of course, Highlands wasn’t un88 when Seth was four.
“I have a very faint memory of him known in 1875. It had been a hunting
[great-grandfather Harlan] being I was four. camp for the Cherokee and the original
I didn’t know a lot about the history of my owner of the land grant Joseph Dobson
family. But even when growing up my grand- and some families – Webbs, Johnstons
father Seth, Sr. and my dad Seth, Jr. ran the and Gibsons to name a few.
Like Hardin said, every town has a
nursery in Boxford, and as kids we had free
story.
rein running around the nursery,” he said.
“Someone founded every town, but
The Boxford nursery is now the Kelsey
Arboretum and the Horticulture Society of it’s rare that a town remembers its founders as much as Highlands does. It’s Kelsey
Boxford has preserved it.
“I understand now the influence Samuel everything around here,” he said.
Now that Seth is here in the town his
T. and Harlan Page Kelsey had on our family. My dad being a nursery man himself, had family formalized so long ago he said “it’s
a connection to horticultural activities and a little overwhelming.”
“I couldn’t wait to get here, and it’s
parks and conservation. I now understand
the vein that runs through our family; where been very exciting.”
– Kim Lewicki
that came from,” he said. “That is my mem-
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SILVER EAGLE

11

3

2

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander
Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Top 15% of
Brokers on
MLS

highlandermountainhouse.com

SOLD

Country Club Properties
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC

828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com
https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals
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AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(PAC)

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

MITZI RAUERS

Dedicated to finding the
home you’ve always wanted.

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

12
K-H Park

DARLENE CONLEY

2

404.427.2448
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Ace is the Place,

7

2

Reeves
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Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
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*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

2
9

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Licensed in NC and GA

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

PAT ALLEN R EALT Y GROUP/ALLEN TATE R EALTOR S
(404) 219-1349 • HIGHL A NDS & CASHIER S NC

6

COLE FURHMAN

#1 in the Carolinas
Pat Allen

BROKER

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

CELL: 843-576-9653
COLE@LANDMARKRG.COM

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!

Main Office

Stronger together!

Sr;UT(tHCMLS (.:J
R,afTrmd,

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

6

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET · 828-526-4663

8

Julie Osborn

#1

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcat Cliffs Office

BROKER

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.4525

5

MILLION

DAV ID
BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Open for
7 days a
week
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

$139+

patallenrealtygroup.com

BOCK

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

77

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P
DINING ROOM
5:30P

TRANSACTIONS

Jody Lovell
(828) 226.6303

#1

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

FIRM ON THE PLATEAU

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

30

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open 7 nights for
dinner 5:30-9p
www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S

Cashmere

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street 9

