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Town issues its final word on STRs

The town’s final word on
Short-term Rentals was heard
Thursday night at the May Town
Board meeting with the passage
of amendments to the Unified
Development Ordinance which
went into effect at the close of the

A Pre-K
facility at
Highlands
School is
on the table
By Brittney Lofthouse
After receiving an initial
request from stakeholders in
Highlands for funding to expand
Highlands School to provide
pre-k services, Commissioner
Jim Tate helped move the project
forward during the May meeting of the Macon County Board
of Commissioners by securing
a unanimous vote to solicit bids
for architectural services for the
project.
Once bids for architectural
services are secured, the county
will decide, likely as part of the
annual budget, a timeline or even
the feasibility of a Pre-k facility
at Highlands School and if the
• See PRE-K page 4

meeting May 19.
The Highlands Neighborhood Coalition – which wants
STRs disallowed everywhere except business districts – says the
amendment is a “good first step.”
“The Highlands Neighbor-

hood Coalition was formed by
homeowners throughout Highlands to preserve the historic character of our Town and to ensure
that there are neighborhoods in
Highlands that are purely residen• See STRs page 4
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This is bear country ... and they are out and about

This old bear crossed S. 4th Street (NC 28 south) near Highlands Plaza on its way to the Rabbit Hole.

– Photo by Olivia McClure

Four in custody after missing person
case turns into murder investigation
By Brittney Lofthouse
Derek McCrackin, Jessica
Smith, and Christopher Shields

have all been arrested and are in
custody in Rabun County, GA waiting extradition to Macon County,

NC in connection to a homicide
investigation launched on Friday,
• See MURDER page 8
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Sheriff race
hangs in
the balance
By Brittney Lofthouse
On Thursday, May 19, 2022,
the Board of Elections office
received an official “Notice of
Recount Request” from Sheriff
candidate Dereck E. Jones of the
2022 Primary Election ballots.
Unofficial election results on
Tuesday, May 17 reported Dereck
Jones lost the Sheriff election to
Brent Holbrooks by 54 votes.
Holbrooks got 2,201 votes and
Jones got 2163 votes. Since the
margin of victory was less than 1
percent, a recount can legally be
requested.
A recount cannot be performed until after the Canvass of
an election, due to the candidates
having until 5:00pm on the next
business day after a canvass to request a recount. The Canvass of
an election is held 10 days after an
Election per general statute. Ma• See RACE page 4

M c C UL L E Y’S
The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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Let’s celebrate Memorial Day

he Highlands community
properties in that manner.
has been polarized over
The Town Board engaged
short-term rentals. The
two excellent North Carolina
amendments to the zoning orlaw firms to review ordinances
dinance concerning STRs that
related to short-term rentals.
were passed by the board last
While these two firms have a reThursday night did not comcord of not seeing the STR issues
pletely resolve this divide.
through the same legal lenses,
Some folks believe the
they both advised the board that
board went too far in regulating
our previous ordinances were not
Highlands Mayor
and restricting STRs in R1 and
clear in addressing short-term
Patrick Taylor
R2. I know other people feel the
rentals. Many towns and cities
board did not go far enough in restricting across the country have had problems with
and even eliminating them in residential ordinances not specifically prohibiting or
areas. Then there are those who will accept allowing short-term rentals.
the new requirements and restrictions.
Based on sound legal advice, the
The grandfathering provision of the board voted to permit grandfathering of
changes is illustrative of this polarization. residences that had previously been used
Some people, especially in R1, did not as short-term rentals. There are other prowant grandfathering of any kind. Their visions such an intensification and capacity
argument was that grandfathering would levels that some people opposed. Others
reward residents who had not followed the think those parts were necessary to reguzoning restrictions of R1 and R2. They late and limit future proliferation of STRs
point out that by grandfathering STRs the in residential areas.
town has created a new zoning overlay
I know there will be questions, disdistrict in R1 and R2. The opposite view agreements and some challenges to the
was that the R1 and R2 zoning ordinances new amendments as the town moves fordid not expressly prohibit STRs, therefore ward to implementation. I am realistic that
property owners had the right to use their some level of division and disagreement
will continue. In the long run I hope these
differences can be resolved for the longHighlands Newspaper
term benefit of Highlands.
www.highlandsinfo.com
Memorial Day is on Monday. For the
Phone: (828) 200-1371
first time in many years, I will be visiting
Email:
family out of town this weekend. But,
HighlandsEditor@aol.com
there are several important events in HighPublisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
lands to commemorate the fallen who have
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse
served our country.
Brian O’Shea
On Monday, Memorial Day, American
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
Legion
Post 370 will be holding a public
Locally owned and operated by
commemoration ceremony at 10 am at
Kim & Jim Lewicki
Veterans Memorial Park in front of the
Adobe PDF version at
www,HighlandsInfo.com
police department. The post will also be
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
selling poppies in front of Bryson’s Food
Highlands, N,C 28741
Store tomorrow, Friday May 27, from 10a
A l l R i g h t s R e s e r ve d . N o a r t i c l e s ,
to 12 noon. The wearing of red poppies
photos, illustrations, advertisements or
is a traditional way of remembering those
design elements may be used without
who died in service to our country. At 5:30
permission from the publisher.
pm on Friday the American Legion will
also place American flags on the graves of
Letter Policy:
veterans at the Highlands Cemetery.
We reserve the right to reject or edit
I hope everyone will take time durletters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted, Views expressed are not
ing this holiday weekend to remember our
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.
fallen heroes and their families.
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Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com
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Friday | June 10, 2022
Craft Beer
Live Music
Fine Wines
Dancing

Red, White, and ‘Que
with the Fox Brothers
AT THE FARM

Book Online
OldEdwardsInn.com
Highlands, NC

HOT & FRESH
TEXAS BBQ, RIBS, BRISKET,
AND ALL THE FIXINGS.
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...RACE continued from page 1

con County will hold its Canvass in the Board of Elections
office boardroom at 11 a.m. on Friday, May 27, 2022.
The recount was initially scheduled to be performed
on Saturday, June 4, 2022 at 9 a.m., however, due to the
fact that the time overlapped with Franklin High School
graduation, the recount was moved to Thursday, June 2.
The recount will be held at the Macon County Community
Building (1288 Georgia Road) in the gymnasium. All ballots cast in the 2022 Primary will be recounted.
A recount is open to the public.
If you have any questions, contact the Board of Election Office.

Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

Ask about our custom
charcuteries!

OPEN
Tues.-Fri. • 11a to 5p
Saturday • noon-thru
Music in the Park!

First in Highlands to bring
Rebel Rabbit High Seltzer to you!
20mg of Delta 8 infused seltzers.

(Call ahead to place your order – 828-305-7509)

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas & hard Kombuchas are now available!

Sandwiches

(Gluten Free Bread: add $3)
The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant. $12
				
(Ask what we have – Options vary!)
Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill cheese, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll. $13
Raw & Flawless – Sauteed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana peppers 		
and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it’s always delicious!) $14
The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked provolone, shredded
lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on a baguette. $13
The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone cheese and
shredded lettuce on a sub roll. $13
The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on ciabatta. $12
The Hudson – Turkey, provolone cheese (Have it your way – cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana peppers,
black olives, DJs pickles ) $13

Salads

Herby Summer Potato Salad
Greek Orzo Pasta Salad with fresh mint

The Secret Garden is on
Oak Street in the
courtyard right beside
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule
@thesecretgarden_market
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

...PRE-K continued from page 1

project can move forward.
The lack of available early learning spots in Macon
County is why the Advancing Highlands Education Committee (AHEC) made the initial request for more than $8
million in renovations at Highlands School. The renovations would include space for two pre-school classrooms,
which according to the AHEC committee, would be filled
immediately.
According to the planning study conducted by AHEC
earlier this year, space needs at Highlands School include
the Pre-K as well as space for project-based learning and
career technical education.
The two pre-K classrooms would be 1,200 square feet
each to accommodate 36 students as well as a 2,700 square
foot playground.
The planning study also found there needs to be
project-based learning and career technical education labs
spaces added to the elementary, middle and high schools at
1,200 to 2,000 square feet each as well as more square feet
in the media center and independent learning areas.
The feasibility of the expansion will be discussed during the county’s budget planning process.

...STRs continued from page 1

tial and free from commercial activity, specifically shortterm rentals (STRs),” reads their statement submitted by
Cathy Henson.
“We welcome the Town Board’s May 19 action of
amending the current Unified Development Ordinance
(UDO) as a good first step in halting the unchecked proliferation of STR’s in Highlands. The changes clarify what
some saw as ambiguities in the previous language, which
did not use the term “short-term rental.” Short-term rentals are now defined in the UDO as a Commercial Use and
prohibited in certain residential neighborhoods - those
zoned R-1 and R-2.
“The difficulty the Board has struggled with since last
summer - as many, many communities have done throughout the country - is what to do with currently operating
STR’s in these now prohibited residential zones. After
consultation with two prominent land use attorneys, hours
of public comments, a thorough review of state statutes,
and an analysis of the recently decided Schroeder v. City
• See STRs page 14
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HAPPENING TODAY!
YOU’RE INVITED!

Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team

in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS
The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network
Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide,
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond
(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.
Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER
Mobile # (828) 371-0730
E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER
Mobile # (404) 218-9123
E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

Come see our beautiful new office and get to know
Cashiers’ newest interior design and furniture store,
Atelier Maison, and the builder who brought us
all together, Elevated Builders.
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•Highlands Dining•
NOW OPEN!

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

TUES-SAT
DINNER STARTS
@5:30PM

LAKESIDE
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open
7 nights
for dinner
5:30-9p
828-526-2338
US 64w • Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

828-526-4035

Open
Wednesday-Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm
474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
www.wolfgangs.net

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

Open
7 days a week
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Open for Take-out
& Dining-in!
Lunch & Dinner
visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours

Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 10p
Closed Wednesdays
Please call for reservations.
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

We have your
Memorial Day favorites!
Hot Dogs
Burgers
Steak
Baby Back
Ribs Pulled Pork Chopped Brisket
Baked Beans Coleslaw
Pasta Salad Macaroni Salad
Corn Salad
Potato Salad
Broccoli Salad Pea Salad
Store Hours:
Tue-Fri 9:30 - 5:30 * Sat 9:30-5
493 Dillard Road
828-526-2762

•Highlands Dining•
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HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p
Saturday • noon until
(See menu on page 4)

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Modern Fast Food
&
Courtyard Market

MOVIES AT THE PLAYHOUSE

DOWNTON ABBEY:
A NEW ERA
MAY 20 - 29, 2022
Showing Fri, Sat, Sun
1pm & 4pm
RATED PG

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

www.mountaintheatre.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House
482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com
Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection
and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas
Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Craft Ice Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches
For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com
Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food

Paoletti

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM
Exceptional Wines
& Craft Cocktails

Now Open
for our 38th Season!
Reservations:
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

LUNCH:
11:30a - 3p
Wednesday-Saturday
BREAKFAST:
7-10a
Wednesday-Saturday
DINNER:
5:30-9p
Wednesday-Saturday
SUNDAY BRUNCH
10a - 3p

290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com

Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7:30a to 4p • 7 Days a Week
In Wright Square • 137 Main St, Highlands
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...MURDER continued from page 1
May 20.
Lenore “Lenoka” Wilson of Otto, NC
has been formally charged with two counts
of Felony Kidnapping and was arrested
Tuesday night in relation to the homicide.
The original “Missing Person” report
was filed on Friday with the Macon County
Sheriff ’s Office by a family member who
had not heard from his sister for several
weeks. Detectives with the MCSO worked
with the family member and the Rabun
County Sheriff ’s Office attempting to locate
her and other individuals she was known to
associate with.
Throughout the day, MCSO Detectives
also communicated with other law enforcement agencies attempting to locate anyone
who had seen or been with the missing person. The investigation eventually led detectives to two specific areas of Macon County.
“Based on credible information, two
locations were considered to be possible
crime scenes and meticulous searches would
be conducted by our team,” said Sheriff
Robert Holland. “The first crime scene was
a location where the missing person was last
seen alive and the second is where the missing person may currently be located.”
Both scenes were secured by deputies
and additional assistance by the SBI was re-

Macon County, NC and
Rabun County, GA we
can confirm both suspects Smith and McCrackin are now in custody for charges related
to the ongoing Macon
County homicide investigation,” said Sheriff
Robert Holland. “As
part of our investigation, we are continuing
Derek McCrackin
Jessica Smith
Christopher Shields
Lenore Wilson
to follow up with any and
quested. By late Friday evening, MCSO de- investigation. Following the field interview
all information includtectives along with assistance from the NC with Shields, Rabun County Sheriff ’s Office ing attempting to locate other individuals
State Bureau of Investigations and the Dis- detained him during a traffic stop where he who may have knowledge about the victrict Attorney’s Office executed search war- was the passenger in a vehicle entering into tim in this case. We have information that
rants at the two locations. Members of the Rabun County. This traffic stop was a col- leads us to believe there are individuals who
Otto Fire Department and the Chief Medical laborate effort by detectives between Macon saw the victim prior to her death with susExaminer’s Office also provided substantial and Rabun County sheriff ’s offices.
pect Chris Shields and also after her death.
assistance.
Shields was charged with kidnapping, Detectives from both Macon County and
During the course of our investigation, with additional charges expected pending Rabun County sheriff ’s offices have worked
Christopher Shields of Otto, NC, was identi- positive identification of the autopsy results. tirelessly on this investigation since the case
fied by detectives as a person of interest and
Felony warrants for desecration of a was initiated.”
was located, interviewed and released as the corpse were issued for the two other susThe victim has not been identified.
investigation continued.
pects, McCrackin and Smith, on Monday.
Anyone with information is asked to
While conducting their investigation, McCrackin was apprehended in Rabun contact the Macon County Sheriff ’s Office
additional interviews were conducted and it County on Monday and Smith turned herself at 828-349-2263.
was not until later in the day that Christopher in a short time later.
“We are not playing games and now is
Shields would become a prime suspect in the
“Thanks to tips from citizens from both the time to come forward,” said Holland.
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Home of the free, because of the brave.

This Memorial Day we honor the men and women
who sacrificed so much so we could live free.

Pat Allen

Broker in Charge

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Julie Osborn
Broker in Charge

Wildcat Cliffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•
Highlands, NC…where freedom rings!

“Ask not what your
Country can do for you
– ask what you can do
for your Country”
– John F. Kennedy

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

The plaque pictured in this column
stands proudly in the
center of town at the
Highlands Veteran’s
Memorial Garden and
really says it all, “All
Gave Some, Some
Gave All.” Thank
you to all who served,
who serve currently,
and who paid the ultimate price by losing
loved ones in service to our Country. We salute you today!
At this point, some of you are undoubtedly saying “Wait a minute Pat, this is
a real estate column. What in God’s name
does this have to do with real estate?” I submit to you that it has everything to do with
real estate!
You see the Declaration of Independence says this; “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
In the current culture, we’re witnessing times of unquestionable division in our
Country, our States, and yes in our Towns.
There’s a lot of uncivilized behavior out
there that’s dividing us instead of uniting
us. I’m just a real estate broker in Highlands NC, but Memorial Day causes me to
believe in the plaque, the Declaration of

Independence, and
the faith somewhere
in the middle we can
embrace a spirit of
compromise where
the current cultural
disruptiveness
will
lead to a unity and a
one-ness about us.
For all of you who
are visiting this weekend, Highlands, NC is
a shining light in the
world, where freedom
rings.
• In Highlands, if
you own real estate, you are free to sell it for
a profit.
• In Highlands, if you desire to own real
estate, you are free to buy it at a fair price,
and you have the right to profit from your
investment by whatever legal means are
available to you so long as it does not harm
or damage your neighbor. “Love thy neighbor” (you can read all about it in the Bible).
• In Highlands, we embrace an “others
first” mentality and freely welcome tourism,
commerce, all races-religions-creeds, slow
drivers, and yes… Floridians (I love Floridians).
• In Highlands, we are to free express
ourselves, to embrace one another’s differences and to do so with respect, dignity, politeness, and love for one another.
• In Highlands, we are free to gas up
our cars without the fear of them being stolen, (thank you Town of Highlands for our
incredible police & fire departments and for
not defunding them).
• See INVESTING page 18

3
The Perfect Mountain Cabin

TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

10 Highpoint Drive, Scaly Mountain, NC
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, furnished
MLS #: R98705A Asking $595,000
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty is the
#1 producing office on the
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

•Letter•

Town’s deliberation of STRs fell seriously short

Dear Editor,
After almost nine months of meetings and draft proposals, the Town of Highlands Board made their final ruling on
Short Term Rental (STR) regulation on Thursday night and it is
beyond problematic.
I fully understand the concerns of certain citizens regarding the proliferation of STRs in Highlands as well as the direct
impact certain STRs have on residential neighborhoods, but I
also believe the Town Board exceeded its legal authority as well
as its discretionary authority.
To be clear, prior to Thursday night, the Town of Highlands had no specific regulations relating to STRs in the Unified
Development Ordinance, and this fact was proven out by their
rescinding the prohibition of STRs in Residential District 1 (R1)
that was made in August 2021.
The STR ordinance that was passed on Thursday night
made some progress toward stopping the proliferation of STRs,
but it also failed to respect the property rights of those who
invested in homes when it was perfectly legal to operate a STR.
I have several concerns with how the Town Board handled the
final passing of the STR ordinance, and I believe they will be
revisiting this issue after potentially spending hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars on legal fees. This legal battle is not
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
necessary if an open and honest debate is reignited.
As a citizen of this community for more than 15 years, I
have always been impressed with how we work together to solve
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net our problems. I am proud of the openness of our Town Board
meetings and the willingness of commissioners and the mayor
to consider various opinions and reasoning on
issues. Unfortunately, with regard to the STR
issue, I am not sure we followed that historic
protocol. After a public hearing in February
that addressed the Planning Board’s revisions
to the proposed STR ordinance, the community was provided very little information on
the workings of the STR ordinance until the
proposed STR ordinance was made public on
Monday. This gave very little time for the interested parties to review and respond to the
significant changes made by the town’s attorneys and the working group.
3
2
1
As an owner of two STRs in R2, I was
BR
BA
HBA
consistently told by members of the Town
HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN CLUB
Board and other parties involved in the proMLS# 98950 | $495,000
cess that R2 would not be significantly impacted by the new STR ordinance. Based on
Enjoy being close to downtown Highlands at popular Highlands Mountain Club!
the draft ordinance distributed on Monday,
This is a lower unit, with several steps on the inside going down. It features parthis was mostly true with a few caveats.
quet floors in living area, carpet in bedrooms, heat and air, and a lovely mountain
However, during the discussion on
view from the enclosed porch and open deck. Wormy chestnut accent walls set it
Thursday night, the Town Board decided R2
apart from other units. The complex features a pool, tennis, and a clubhouse. Full
should be treated the same as R1 and the draft
ordinance was amended to eliminate STRs in
time maintenance people are on the property during the week.
R2 moving forward. This caught property
owners in R2 by complete surprise and the
BETTY HOLT
community was not even able to address this
828.526-4218 | betty@bhhsmmr.com
issue to the board in the public comment pe488 Main Street, Highlands, NC
riod because we were not aware R2 was on the

828.200.3050

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates,
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

table for prohibition.
The ordinance that passed on Thursday night will not allow any new STRs to
operate in R1 or R2, but it does provide
for limited non-conforming use to those
STRs already operational in these zoning
districts. On the surface, this seems to be
a fair remedy to individuals or entities who
purchased property with the full understanding the law allowed for such uses in
these zoning districts, including myself.
The main issue with the ordinance’s
application of non-conforming use is that
in many instances it will significantly impact the property owners’ ability to rent
their property because of an “intensity”
clause added to the non-conforming use
provision. This provision is completely unfair and will impact some property owners
more than others, likely creating an underground market for STRs. The “intensity”
provision requires the property owner to
look back over the last five years and determine the highest rental use in a one-year
period and this will be used to determine
the maximum number of nights allowed
for STR moving forward. This will not significantly impact me, but it will likely harm
those landowners who made a recent purchase for STR purposes or recently converted their property to STR use.
In conclusion, enforcement of the
STR ordinance passed on Thursday night
will require a significant amount of time
and energy to ensure the new rules are being followed.
Additionally, it is unclear how the
Town Board can single out STR properties
to limit certain types of occupancy, require
sewer and septic inspections, require a lease
agreement addendum, gathering limitations as well as occupancy family relationship limitations.
I do not speak for all STR owners, but
I know many of us have been willing to sit
at the table with all parties and attempt to
find some common ground to avoid making the lawyers rich and helping heal some
of the wounds created by this issue.
We all love Highlands in our own
unique way, and I hope we can move beyond the STR battle, but Thursday night’s
decision was clearly not a step toward the
healing process.
Jerry Moore
Highlands, NC

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 26, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

Main Street

COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES

Mtn. Fresh

Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

+/- 5.3 beautiful, lush acres on
Foreman Road with a subdivision
plan for 4 lots, 4 four, 5-bedroom
septic permits, and a completely
remodeled cabin. This incredibly rare in-town parcel tucked in
the woods is perfect for a private
family retreat or small development. The property is walkable
to town with access from both
Foreman Road and Cullasaja Drive
and features a creek with two waterfalls. The original, completely
remodeled cabin has two large
bedrooms, a bathroom with laundry, a full-length deck with ridgeline views overlooking the creek,
a stone fireplace, 2-car garage,
and storage shed. Cozy cabin has
been completely renovated inside
and out including the roof cedar
shake shingle siding, Jeld-Wen windows and doors, an encapsulated
crawl space, new kitchen and appliances and floors, HVAC system
and dehumidifiers, decking, lighting,
and new landscaping.Offered at
$2,499,000. mls #98627

This one has it all. A almost flat 3.55
acres with end of the road privacy.
Enter the home from a covered carport into a spacious den-living dining area, updated kitchen is located
adjacent to the stone fireplace. Living and dining boast mountain views.
Wing bedrooms floor plan with the
master at the end of the hall and 2
guest bedrooms off the hall with
baths. The cutest log guesthouse
that you have ever seen. Offered at
$1,875,000. mls #96998

Mirror Lake Cabin. What everyone
is looking for, old house charm with
new house living. Main house has 2
bedrooms 1 bath, a real stone fireplace, wood floors and usable kitchen. Guest house has 2 bedrooms 1
1/2 baths with an enclosed outside
shower. Offered at $1,600,000. mls
#97457

Easy intown living with this one level
contemporary ranch which features
4 bedrooms, 2 baths plus a study
and large 2 car garage/workshop.
Open spaces with soaring glass,
screened porch that has a grill with
vent and connects to a conversation
deck with firepit. The living area and
screen porch overlook the noisy
water of Millcreek. Update to your
personal tastes and live happily ever
after! Offered at $1,195,000. mls
#98604

Located in desirable Mirror Lake, this
3-4 bedroom, 2 bath Cottage is in
move-in condition or ready to personalize to your specific tastes.. Light
and airy, cathedral in living room, fireplace, cooks kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 1
bath on the main level with a deck
that overlooks the small pond. Lower
level has a sitting room, laundry, bedroom, bath and one car garage. A
great setting with water and privacy.
Offered at $850,000. mls #98454

This is a great package, 3 bedroom, 2
bath fully renovated home with stone
patio & firepit, outdoor pizza oven.
Great rental or home for personal
use, this is a large business condo
space that makes a nice office, man
cave, and car storage area. There is
an additional .98 acre that would be
great for retail, or storage buildings
to be built. Offered at $1,275,000. mls
#98813

Great view in town from this three
bedroom, three and 1/2 bath home
newly renovated. Open kitchen / living/ dining room with gas fireplace,
covered front porch with stone
wood burning fireplace, and powder
room. Main level suite has a full bath,
walk-in closet and private deck to
enjoy the view. Downstairs consist
of two suites, one with a separate
kitchenette. Covered parking space
for those rainy days. Priced to sell at
$1,190,000. mls #98526

Great Family home has flat grassy
spaces and lovely outdoor entertaining areas. View of Shortoff mountain
from the historic outdoor fireplace.
3-4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, office, 2 car
garage and a 2 car carport. A do not
miss and in move in condition. Offered at $1,174,000. mls #97458

Located on a gentle knoll of almost
3/4 of an acre this 3 bedroom 3 bath
home is wrapped with a lovely covered porch to enjoy the cool Highlands air. The main level has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths. Updated kitchen
with all new appliances opens to the
dining and living room with a beautiful stone wood burning fireplace.
Upper level has a large bonus room
with a full bath.this home is walking
distance to Apple Lake with deeded
access dock for all property owners. Owners have encapsulated and
dehumidified under the house and
replaced all ceiling fans and exterior lights. Offered at $895,000. mls
#98680

Completely remodeled and updated 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Large master suite with his/her baths, double
shower. Large deck, beautiful wood
burning fireplace, end of the road
privacy! Waterfall! Adjoining lot available for sale. Offered at $1,347,000.
mls #98596

Own a truly unique Highlands Cabin!
Located less than 3 miles from Main
Street and having over 19 acres of
usable land, this true log cabin was
added to an existing farmhouse,
barn, meadow, views off the upper
tier. A blank canvas to improve to
your personal taste and have a family heirloom for another chapter. 4
bedrooms, stone fireplaces, retro
kitchen, fantastic sleeping porch. This
property has endless possibilities!
Offered at $3,575,000. mls #98048

Located very close to town is this
2 bedroom 2 bath with cathedral
ceilings in living room and additional sunroom. There is a large
open deck that faces 10 acres of
protected common area. This is a
great starter home waiting for you
to decorate with your own finishes
and tastes. Offered at $675,000. mls
#98663

Front Face View of Whiteside
Mountain in this 3 bedroom, 4 1/2
bath home, with bonus room close
to town. Every room has unique
features, 4 fireplaces. Main floor
suite has a gas fireplace, sitting area,
and an incredible bath with a view.
Lower level has two suites with full
baths, bonus work out room or
mother-in-law suite, wrap-around
deck with hot tub and small fire
pit. 3-car covered carport. Furnishings negotiable. Close to town.
$3,900,000. mls#98524

This wonderful estate home is in
Highlands Falls Country Club with
a breathtaking view of Whiteside
Mountain. A grand main level bedroom suite with walk in closets, a
jetted tub and shower and a guest
bedroom and bath. Also on the
main level is the living room with
a stone, wood burning fireplace,
wet bar, dining room area and
large kitchen. Upstairs has 2 large
bedrooms and baths, a large entertaining area and office. Offered at
$2,100,000. mls #98322
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Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Terrazza
Now Open for the Season

HOURS

MENU

...STRs continued from page 4
of Wilmington decision by the North Carolina Court of Appeals, the Town Board determined that the best way forward is to allow these STRs in R-1 and R-2 to continue
operating as long as they can provide proof
to obtain a Nonconforming Use Permit
(NUP) and then must operate strictly within
the parameters of past use.
“In addition, all STRs, no matter where
they are located in Highlands, must obtain a
permit to operate a short-term rental (STR
Permit). The standards for obtaining both
permits are clear and reasonable, as are the
compliance rules. For example, any STR
attached to the Town sewer system cannot exceed 12 guests. All STR guests must
comply with Town nuisance, noise and trash
ordinances. Special events are not allowed.
Vehicles cannot park on the public rightof-way. Contact information for the STR
owner or operator must be posted on the
premises.
“Permitting and enforcement will be
time-consuming for the town and we trust
that they are up to the task they have created
for themselves. The Mayor accurately predicted that no one will be totally happy with
these changes. For those of us who want
to live quietly in our mountain homes, the
option chosen by the Town still leaves many
of us with mini-hotels operating next door.
And so HNC remains concerned, but hopeful that this first step will allow the Town to
fully understand and manage the problems
created by commercial activities in residential neighborhoods.
“Commissioner Amy Patterson said
it best at the meeting. ‘The future of the
town is worth fighting for.’ We agree and
will continue to support the Town’s efforts
to preserve the character we cherish about
Highlands.”
But Save Highlands – which believes
STRs should be allowed throughout town
– is now armed and ready to continue with
its lawsuit with the town which had been
“stayed” pending amendments to the UDO
regarding STRs.
“The lawsuit is very much alive,” said
David Bee of Save Highlands.
“The ordinance on its face clearly violates the law of the State of North Carolina.
Here is an excerpt from the North Carolina
Vacation Rental Act that was signed into law
by Gov Cooper on July 1, 2019… ‘…cities
and counties are not authorized to do any
of the following, among other things: Adopt
or enforce any ordinance that would require
any owner or manager of rental property to
obtain any permit or permission from the
local government to lease or rent residential

real property or to register rental property
with the local government.’
“This board has blatantly and recklessly dismissed the advice of the NC School
of Government. They have ignored the legal advice of at least two reputable land use
attorneys, including their own hired outside
legal counsel. They completely scrapped
and dismissed the proposal set forth by the
Town of Highlands Planning Board -- the
only officials who attempted to mediate
instead of unnecessarily squandering taxpayer dollars on legal fees.
“In addition, Commissioner Patterson
made it abundantly clear that spending in
excess of $200,000 of taxpayer money is
a worthwhile use of taxpayer funds that
could be better spent on items such as
workforce housing solutions.
“Finally, after months of deliberation and awaiting a verdict in Schroeder
v. Wilmington, the Town completely disregarded the judge’s ruling and decided to
rush through an overreaching and invalid
ordinance with no public comment. The
entire thing is illogical and perplexing.”
Though commissioners hoped the
amended UDO would clear up the STR
debacle the town started last August when
it systematically disallowed STRs in the R1
district effective Jan. 3, 2022, the amendments have made the issue murkier than
ever.
Before the board considered the
amendments, Commissioner Marc Hehn
requested the board send the proposals to
land use Attorney Craig Justice who first
worked with the town’s STR committee
made up of Commissioners Amy Patterson, Brian Stiehler and staff.
“I make a motion that we send this to
Craig Justice and ask him to go over it with
opposing council to talk about the lawsuit
to see if there are any possible compromises,” said Hehn.
Commissioner Patterson led the discussion against the motion which failed 4-1
with Hehn dissenting.
“We’ve had eight months of lots of
public comment and lots of opinions from
lawyers. We have had emails and phone
calls. I think we have done our due diligence here,” she said.
Background
Early on Justice told the STR committee that the town couldn’t abruptly prohibit
STRs, that NC was a property rights state
and grandfathering of uses would be allowed to continue even if properties sold
because the uses follow the land.
• See STRs page 20
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SAVE HIGHLANDS
SAVEHIGHLANDS.COM
The STR ordinance passed by the Town of Highlands violates the law of the State of North
Carolina.
“…cities and counties are not authorized to do any of the following, among other things:
Adopt or enforce any ordinance that would require any owner or manager of rental property
to obtain any permit or permission from the local government to lease or rent residential real
property or to register rental property with the local government.”
The Town Board did not conduct an economic impact study to determine what this would
mean fiscally for town businesses. Save Highlands did an independent draft study.
• An annual direct spend in Highlands of $165,600,000 would be lost if short term rentals
did not exist.
• This translates to a final demand loss to business’ in town of $19,320,000. - That is
approximately a $121,000 per year loss per business downtown.
Save Highlands is committed to protecting the integrity of Highlands as well the property
rights for all Highlands homeowners.
By voting for this ordinance, the Town Board
• ignored the advice of the NC School of Government
• ignored the legal advice of at least two land use attorneys
• ignored the recommendations of the Town of Highlands Planning Board
• Statistics from Daniel J. Stynes’s 52 research works with 557 citations and 1802 reads, including: Impacts
of Visitor Spending on the Local Economy, Highlands Chamber of Commerce, NC GS 42

Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 26, 2022 - 828-200-1371

Come kick off summer – Shop Highlands this weekend!

BIG

Memorial

WE MOVED to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main
..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029

Day

...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

SALE!

Memorial Day Sale
Clothes To Go!
Don’t miss our

HUGE PORCH SALE
Friday, Saturday
and Sunday

BAGS
on MAIN
Next to The Toy Store
Main Street

828-526-9415

338 Main St.
526-4777

C. ORRICO
PALM BEACH • NAPLES• JUPITER
DEL RAY BEACH• HIGHLANDS

Come shop
The Molly Grace!
and jump into summer
with a new outfit!
(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St, Highland

We're Happy to

Be Stocked for Summer!
In Highlands on Main St. in Town Square behind Kilwins
828-526-9122 www.corrico.com
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Come kick off summer – Shop Highlands this weekend!

Gourmet Kitchenware

Happy
Summertime!
Come Shop our
New Warm Weather
Arrivals!

• Cookware
• Bakeware
• Cutlery
• Gadgets
• Tabletop
• Stemware
• Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.
Highlands

Come Dress
for SUMMER!

• Free People • THML
• Z Supply
• Michael Stars
• Vintage Havana
Jeans by:
Joes • AG
• Citizens 		
• Hudson
• Mother
Shoes by:
• ShuSh
		
• Diba 		
• Blowfish
		
• Matisse
355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre
526-4660

Where
Summer is
a state of
mind!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 82nd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

Family Fun starts at
Family Classes at

Scaly Mountain Crafters
Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!
Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!
Each Class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

364 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-526-9415
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Come kick off summer this weekend!

...INVESTING
from page 10

• In Highlands, we are free
to carry one another’s burdens.
As our friend Andy Stanley so appropriately says “when we choose
to carry someone else’s burden,
what divides us diminishes and
what unites us surfaces.”
So, as we gather this weekend, we once again salute those
who “gave it all” and those active service women and men who
are giving now for the cause of
freedom. Thank you Lord, for
Highlands, NC, a place that is a
shining light on the mountaintop,
where we strive to be quick to listen, slow to talk, and a town that
practices doing what’s responsible instead of what’s permissible.

little
a
e
!
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a lot
e
v
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• Pat Gleeson, Bee Gleeson,
Christal Green and Gemma (Yellow
Labrador) are proud to be a team of
“Helpers” and Real Estate Brokers
at Highlands-Sotheby’s International
Realty in downtown Highlands (Kitty
Corner from Old Edwards Inn). You
can reach all of us at 828.526.8300.
Please stop by for coffee and conversation.

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Brazilian Cowhides

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC
as well as in Rabun County, GA.

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round
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You remember us on Main Street but WE MOVED!
MOVED!

... 2 miles south of Main on the Dillard Road
Please stop by and celebrate our re-opening in our new digs
with lots of parking!
													 – Nancy & Bob

2 Miles South of Main at 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands,NC 28741

We still carry all your favorites and now so much more!
...on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
Lots of CATS PJs
Spanx
Shapeez
Wacoal
Lior
Krazy Larry
Lissette
Thea
P-Jamas

...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029
Ballin
St. Croix
Saxx
Hickey Freeman
Castaway
Pantherella
Samuelsohn
Haupt
Alberto

We will beat anybody’s prices!
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...STRs continued from page 14

This didn’t sit well with some members
of the committee, so the town hired attorneys from Poyner Spruill, Chad Essick and
Bob Hagemann who helped the committee come up with the STR amendments to
the UDO which went into effect Thursday
night – which, as it turns out, permits STRs

to continue in all zones as a vested interest,
with limitations.
Those “limitations” involve the requirement of three permits from STR owners
across the spectrum – a Zoning Compliance Permit, a Short-Term Rental Zoning
Compliance Permit and a Non-Conforming

Use Permit for those in residential districts
where STRs are grandfathered.
The amount of information required
on all three permits is a lot and only a few aspects were discussed at the meeting – namely the relation of occupants of the STR and
the requirement of liability insurance.
First, STR rentals allow two people per
bedroom plus two additional people. But the
number of bedrooms can’t exceed the number of bedrooms approved for the dwelling
in an improvement permit issued for the
property by the county.
For properties served by a public wastewater system, overnight occupancy shall not
exceed 12 people.
In residential zoning districts, the total
number of overnight occupants who are not
related by the fifth degree of consanguinity,
blood, marriage, or adoption can’t exceed
three.
Commissioner Patterson said the purpose of that stipulation was to prohibit party
houses.
“If there are three unrelated couples
and they’re not causing a disturbance and
no one is complaining then no one is going to knock on doors to see how many are
related there,” she said. “But if eight occupants are allowed and they aren’t related then
it’s a party house and that isn’t allowed. The
renter can be held accountable for renting
to unrelated people. Party houses aren’t allowed and that’s the only way we could figure out how not to allow party houses. But
if you have two families with two kids apiece
and they don’t disturb the peace, no one is
going to report them so it’s not going to be
a problem.”
Regarding liability insurance, the proposal said: The owner or operator shall
maintain general liability insurance on the
property, which covers the short-term
rental use and guests – but with the urging
of Commissioner Dotson the board unanimously struck it.
“If someone gets hurt on the property it would be a civil problem; it’s not the
town’s responsibility. It would be a civil issue
between the tenant and the landlord,” said
Dotson.
Commissioner Patterson said it was a
way to protect everyone.
“The insurance is to cover the town,
and as a government we are trying to protect
visitors and citizens alike,” she said.
Town Attorney Coward said the provision didn’t have to be in the ordinance, but
it didn’t hurt either. It would only matter to
the town if a town employee got hurt on the
property.

Commissioner Dotson said that wasn’t
justification to require liability insurance for
STRs and it would become onerous for the
town to require a landlord to buy insurance.
In the end everyone agreed the liability
insurance wasn’t necessary.
The ordinance goes on to say STRs
can’t be used for special events or gatherings in excess of the overnight occupancy
limit; occupants of STRs must comply
with the town’s Nuisance Ordinance, Noise
Ordinance, and its General Code of Ordinances.
In addition, the name and phone number of the owner, operator or an agent of
the owner operator shall be conspicuously
displayed inside near the main entrance of
the short-term rental.
Every contract for a STR must have a
signed acknowledgment from the renter(s)
that they have received and understand the
rules in Highlands ordinances concerning
noise, trash, parking, etc.; exterior rental
signage is allowed and temporary signs are
allowed without a permit.
Failure to comply with the standards
and regulations can result in remedies
and penalties. If three violations are committed by the owner or operator within a
12-month period, the Short-Term Rental
Zoning Compliance Permit may be revoked
by the Planning and Development Director
for a period of one year.
But there’s more.
In the Zoning Compliance Permit a
site plan is required drawn to an appropriate scale of the parcel showing its actual
dimensions and indicating the size, location, and distance from property lines of
the proposed building, any other existing
building(s), and any other improvements
proposed to be accomplished, including
but not limited to driveways, sidewalks, and
parking areas.
Everything about the property must be
included on the STR permit – the address
of the property; name and contact information etc., including a copy of the Macon or
Jackson County Tax Department property
information card, a copy of the Macon or
Jackson County Occupancy Tax Registration Form for the property and much more.
Two requirements – one regarding
septic fields and one regarding sewer connections may be problematic.
Proof must be provided of an improvement permit issued by Macon County
Environmental Health Services or the Jackson County Department of Public Health
and a certificate issued within the preceding
60 days from a qualified licensed sanitarian
• See STRs page 24
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COMMUNICATIONS

:
'

Are you ready to experience the power of 100% fiber
to your front door?
Hotwire Communications, one of the nation's largest
Fiber-to-the-Home providers, has arrived!
Transform your technology experience with Fision® fiber!
Phase 1

Scan the QR code to
visit www.hotwirehighlands.com

Phase 2

Phase 3

Install Preparation

Survey for Service
�

Phase4

Installation

Roadmap to f·sian·
Fiber Optics by Hotwire
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•Highlands Area Events•
Rec Pool Schedule:
• Lap Swim Monday-Friday
6am-10am, Monday and Thursday
11:15am-7pm and Tuesday and
Wednesday 11:15am-3:30pm 6
lanes AND 3:30-7 (shared Pool)
and Saturday 10-11am 6 lanes.
Adult Swim Monday-Thursday
11:15am-7pm. Call ahead for
Public Swim Weekend schedule
due to staff shortages. 828-5261595.
Pickle Ball
• There are three indoor
Pickle Ball courts and six outdoor Court open once again.
Pickle Ball will be played in the
gym every Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
10am-1:pm (days and times have
changed).
Nature Center Spring
Hours
• Friday & Saturday: 10 AM
to 4 PM. Closed:. Sunday - Thursday
Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the
Presbyterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm. No reg-

istration required – just show up
and participate.Questions? Visit
www.maconncliteracy.org,
call
828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org
Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded
in the 1800s that provides grants
and loans to women who want to
return to school or further their
education and have a financial
need, meets at 10 a,m, If interested, please call president Paula
McDonald at 706-372-3004 for
meeting places.
Tuesdays
• Covid-19 Testing at Village
Green in Cashiers every Tuesday
from 9-5. Walk-ins accepted, but
you can schedule an appointment
by calling (877) 562-4850 or going
on line at lhi.care/covidtesting.
Wednesdays
• Covid-19 Testing at Highlands Community Building every
Wednesday from 9-5. Walk-ins accepted, but you can schedule an
appointment by calling (877) 5624850 or going on line at lhi.care/

S pecial
M e m orial Day
Sale!
25% off cleaning
& repairs
Our 37th year in Highlands

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

covidtesting.
Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years
plus 10:15-11am.
Mon.,Tues.,Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind
the Methodist Church on Spring
Street is open from 10a to 6p,
Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with
Crystal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A
full body workout that engages
every muscle in the body.
• New Mobility Class with
Anna Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more information, call Anna 267-825-0716.
Mon, & Thurs,
• Drive-thru flu clinics at
the Public Health Center at 1830
Lakeside Dr. in Franklin from 1–4
pm $36 for the regular dose and
the $73 for the high dose (recommended for those 65+). Insurances will be filed; please bring your
insurance card with you. Questions? Call 828.349.2081.
Mon, Wed,Thurs
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle
Ball 10:30 am-1 pm.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise
Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month,
The class is led by Cathy Hodgson.
Contact the Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for more
information.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9 am.
1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from
5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library.
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:159:15am. Aim for strong, lean
muscles using light weights, body
weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone.
Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch
with Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay
Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30. A combination class
with many different types of exercise.
Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An
exhilarating and fun mix of martial
arts for a calorie-burning workout.
• Free Covid vaccination
clinics – 9 am to 5pm at the Rec

Park. (Closed for a half-hour lunch
break) Location subject to change.
please check https://myspot.
nc.gov/ for the latest location information. Walk-ins are accepted,
however we encourage residents
to pre-register and schedule an
appointment at https://myoptumserve.com/covid19 or by calling
(877) 505-6723 if you do not have
internet.
Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts
in Town Square on Main Street.
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs.
Every Fri., Sat, & Sun.
• 1st run movies at the Playhouse on Oak Street. 1 and 4 p.m.
www.mountaintheatre.com
Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H
Founders Park on Pine Street.
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs, blankets
and a picnic. 1st Saturdays
• Visit Highlands hosts the
Highlands Bagpipers for a Town
Square performance 4:30-5p
the first Saturday of each month
through October.
2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina WoodturnersClub meets in
Highlands at The Bascom at 10
a.m. March and November.
3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post
370 meets on the 3rd Saturday of
every month at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main Street in their
Community Room/ 909 Chapel.
We serve breakfast at 9AM and
hold our monthly meeting at
10AM We invite ALL Veterans to
attend. Contact Ed McCloskey,
Commander for any information
@828-787-1660.
Fri., Sat., Sun., May 27-29
• The movie Downton Abbey
- A new era at the Playhouse 1 &
4 p.m. www.mountaintheatre.com
Fri., May 27
• Highlands American Legion
Post 370 will be selling poppies
this Friday, May 27th in front of
Brysons grocery store from 10a
to 2p. The red poppy is a nationally recognized symbol of sacrifice
worn by Americans since World
War I to honor those who served
and died for our country in all
wars. It reminds Americans of the
sacrifices made by our veterans
while protecting our freedoms.
Wear a poppy to honor those

who have worn our nation’s uniform. All donations received will
be used by the American Legion
family for their programs that
support veterans, the military
community and their families.
• At Cabin Couture on Carolina Way, 10-year Anniversary
Reception and Grand Opening of
The Gallery at Highlands featuring original art by regional artists
from 4-7 p.m.
• Live music in Town Square
on Main Street featuring Sycamore Flats.
Sat., May 28
• Mountain Garden Club
Plant Sale 91 to noon at the ball
field on N.4th Street (US 64
east). Check or Cash only.
• Live music at K-H Founders Park 6-8:30p. Featuring Continental Divide. Bring chairs, blankets and a picnic.
• Comedy at the PAC at
7:30 p.m. Lucas Bohn will bring
his hit one man multimedia show
“Lesson Plans to Late Night” for
one night only. This show combines stories from the classroom,
stand-up comedy about teaching
and examples of student work
that will leave you in stitches. For
ticket information go to www.
HighlandsPerformingArts.com
Sun., May 29
• The Church in the Wildwood opening summer hymn
singing service will be held this
Sunday, May 29 at Highlands
United Methodist Church due
to maintenance issues at the
church on Horsecove Rd. All are
welcome for an hour of singing
from 7-8 pm in the old fellowship
hall. Enter off Main Street. Call
Les Scott if questions at 828-2009532.
Mon., May 30
• The Highlands American
Legion Post 370 will conductor a
Memorial Day service at 10a at
the Veterans Plaza across from
the Highlands Police Station and
the Playhouse. The post cordially
invites post members, families,
and friends to join the Memorial Day ceremony honoring the
brave men and women who gave
their life so we may live free.
May 31 and June 2,6, 11
• Beginner Drawing Workshop, 4 sessions. 1-4pm Cost:
$35/$45 each class Instructor
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•Highlands Events•
Freddie Flynt. To register: Office: 828-5268811. Email: office@clehighlands.com
Tues., May 31
• Village Nature Series at The Village
Green in Cashiers from 5-6pm: Mountain
Wildlife, live animal presentation by Balsam Mountain Trust, hosted by HighlandsCashiers Land Trust and The Village Green.
Free, family-friendly program. No registration needed. www.hicashlt.org
Wed., June 1
• The Placemakers Academy of Garden Design: A 3-Part Series in Home Landscape Design, Part 2: Bring Your Garden
Design to Life! 10a-noon. $60/$70 Presenters Mary Palmer Dargan & Arielle McIntyre. To register: Office: 828-526-8811.
Email: office@clehighlands.com
Fri., June 3
• Live music in Town Square on Main
Street featuring Will and Lindsey Thompson.
Sat., June 4
• Kids fish day at Cliffside lake will be
Saturday from 8am-12 Noon. Ages 1-15.
• Live music at K-H Founders Park
6-8:30p. Featuring High Five. Bring chairs,
blankets and a picnic.
Sun., June 5
• Auditions for HCP’s production
“Night Watch” from 2-5 p.m. at Highlands
Methodist church. Please use the 3rd Street
entrance ti the Fellowship Hall. The play
calls for five men and four women between the ages of 30 to 50. Scripts are
available at the Highlands and Cashiers libraries. The performances are Aug. 25-28
and Sept. 1. Call backs will be Monday, June
6 from 6-8 p.m.
Fri., June 10
• Live music in Town Square on Main
Street featuring Ol’ Dirty Bathtub. 6-8:30p.
• Chef Dinner at OEI’s The Farm,
Red, White and ‘Que with the Fox Brothers. Book at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
chefdinners
Sat., June 11
• Live music at K-H Founders Park
6-8:30p. Featuring Rocksteady@8. Bring
chairs, blankets and a picnic.
Fri., June 17
• Live music in Town Square on Main
Street featuring McIntosh and the Lionhearts. 6-8:30p.
Sat., June 18
• Live music at K-H Founders Park
6-8:30p. Featuring Firecracker Jazz Band.
Bring chairs, blankets and a picnic.
Fri., June 24
• Live music in Town Square on Main
Street featuring Southern Highland Band.
6-8:30p.
Sat -Sun, June 25 & 26
• Highlands Mountaintop Rotary

To all the people in Macon county
who voted for me, thank you for
believing in me. To my dad,
Charles T hun, and Edna Morgan,
a special thank you for all the time
spent at the polls.
Most importantly, thank you to
my family for being so supportive.
I couldn't have done this
without you.

Art & Craft Show will be held in KelseyHutchinson Park on Pine Street in downtown Highlands from 10a to 5p. Now in its
17th year, this popular event showcases talent from the area and features fine art, folk
art, crafts and furniture. Attendance is free,
dogs are allowed, and food will be available.
For info contact coordinator Cynthia Strain
at (828) 318-9430 or visit: www.mountaintopshow.com
Sat., July 9
• Low Country Shrimp Boil to benefit
K-H Founders Park at the park. Doors open
at 5p and Dinner is at 6p. Rain or Shine.
$70/person. Live music. Tickets are available
at www.foundersparkhighlands.org and The
Dry Sink on Main Street.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the
elements while creating a striking aesthetic.

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS.

(828) 526-4818

ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore"
colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore.

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Maritime White
OC-5

Briarwood
HC-175

Cliffside Gray
HC-180

Boston Brick
2092-30

Mahogany
ES-63

Normandy
2129-40

Join us Friday, May 27
for our

10-year Anniversary Reception

celebrating the
Grand Opening of
The Gallery at Highlands
featuring original art
by regional artists.
4pm - 7pm.
465 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Call us to learn more.

HDC

HI GHLANDS
DECORATING
CENTER

Highlands Decorating Center
330 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3571
www.HighlandsDecorating.com

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff.. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
0
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...STRs continued from page 20

professional that the septic system serving number of bedrooms as reported.
the property is safe and adequate for the
If the property is served by a public

Our 41st Season of
bringing you
World Class Music!
Presented by the

Highlands-Cashiers
Chamber Music Festival
July 1 - August 7, 2022
www.h-cmusicfestival.org
hccmfnc@gmail.com
(828) 526-9060

HIGHLANDS
CASHlf:RS
CHAMBJ:;R
M U S IC
Fl:STIVAL

wastewater system, a written statement from
a licensed plumber is required saying that the
connection to the system is operational and
free of detectable leaks. The trouble is area
plumbers are said to be booked solid.
Plus, plumbers aren’t typically qualified
licensed sanitarian professionals with the authority to sign off on a septic system, so the
county would have to check and sign off on
a septic system – a process that could take
months.
According to county staff, the issuance of new septic field applications is three
months out in Macon County so getting
people to come up to Highlands to check
on existing septic fields in a timely manner
is unlikely.
As it is now, the county has two people
on staff and has had to contract out septic
system field work from adjoining counties
– two from Swain and two from Jackson
County.
Commissioner Hehn voiced his concerns over the amount of paperwork and
verifications the town is requiring for STRs.
The recent court case Schroeder vs.
Wilmington clearly said the registration of
properties wasn’t allowed and according to
Commissioner Hehn the town’s proposed
permitting process smacked of “registration.”
“I am concerned that all of this might
be considered registration and registration
is in violation of Shroeder vs. the City of
Wilmington,” he said.
But Mayor Pat Taylor said their legal
advisors said the proposed permitting process doesn’t contradict Schroeder vs. Wilmington.
Commissioner Patterson said the committee considered that but said since the
town had zoning there can be rules attached
to those zones.
“We have zoning, and we have rules
about uses in zoning and we have to have
some way of knowing and letting people
know what those rules are so they will comply. It doesn’t do any good if we have no
way of knowing if they are complying,” she
said. “This is just like a Special Use Permit
or building permit or a land disturbing permit, or a county permit. There are rules so
everyone complies. This is not a registration.
This is simply, in the light of zoning, how we
figure out if someone is complying with the
rules of the community they have decided
to live by.”
Mayor Taylor said the town’s legal advisors said the permits don’t constitute registration.
Major Changes
The amended UDO was distributed
prior to the Town Board meeting in the

agenda packet. At the time, Town Manager
Josh Ward said he didn’t expect very many,
if any changes to the proposed and delivered UDO but as the meeting progressed,
that wasn’t the case.
There were two big unannounced
changes regarding STRs allowances – the
first in B4 and the second in R2.
Since the proposed ordinance permitted STRs in commercial zones B1, B2 &
B3, it followed they should be permitted
in B4 which is a buffer zone between residential areas and whose intensity is greater.
So, the board quickly agreed that STRs
should be permitted in B4.
The next unannounced change regarded STRs in the R2 zone.
In a surprise move, the board decided
to treat R2 like R1 when it came to STRs.
Initially, Commissioner John Dotson
said Tourist Homes have always been allowed in R2.
“Historically we have allowed Tourist
Homes in R2, so the perception of real estate agents is that R2 historically has been
rental available,” he said.
Commissioner Marc Hehn agreed
saying Highlands needed to take some
ownership considering what it has allowed
in the past.
But Commissioner Amy Patterson
disagreed.
“STRs are not conducive to what
Highlands is,” she said. “Allowing STRs in
R2 will drag down the rest of Highlands
with it.”
The mayor agreed.
“I have gotten feedback from the
folks in R2 who would like the zone to be
treated like R1 which will guarantee there
won’t be a transition of all STRs in R2,” he
said. “If grandfathered, all the people in
R2 who are doing it can continue; this just
won’t allow a rapid expansion of them.”
Commissioner Stiehler said R2 should
have the same protections as R1.
‘The future of Highlands shouldn’t
be a STR venue. We need to protect what
we have in the way of neighborhoods and
residents who contribute to our town in so
many different ways. I doubt STR people
who come here for 3-5 days for a wedding
attribute to Highlands,” said Commissioner Patterson.
She questioned what the district
might turn into.
“We don’t know how many are out
there and if we don’t put something in
here then that district will become entirely
STRs,” she said. “STRs are not conducive
to what Highlands is. Rentals might be
fine, but STRs that are used weekends for
• See STRs page 27

HS Class of 2022 Graduation
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Local author

Diane McPhail’s
“The Seamstress
of New Orleans”

is releasing May 31
and can be found at
David Parrish delivers the benediction.

inside
The annual Senior Vehicle Parade took place on
Main Street on Friday, the last day of school.

364 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-526-9415

Valedictorian Jeffrey Olvera delivers the farewell
address at graduation on Saturday.

Highlands Math Teacher Gina
Billingsley delivers the Commencement Address.
Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Chief Marshal Riley Connor leads the graduates from Class of 2022 into Highlands graduation ceremony.

Salutatorian Hayley Borino welcomes those in attendance and
reflects upon her time at Highlands School.

Highlands Class of 2022 toss their caps in the air after graduation on Saturday. May 21.
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•Spiritually Speaking•
A God That
Weeps

T

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

here is much to burden the human heart at this time.
Our world is awash in bad news and worrisome
prospects for the future. We are inundated with news
of inflation and recession, wars and conflicts, droughts and
famines around the world, shortages from fuel to baby formula, corruption and ineptitude in government, and failures
of religious institutions and leadership. There is a growing
moral vacuum that has been replaced with narcissistic forms
of self-actualization. We wonder privately and aloud if God
sees, does God care.
It may come as a surprise to you, but as you and I grieve
and feel oppressed by all of this, God is equally feeling the
pathos of our times. It was this divine pity, merciful compassion, and sympathy for the condition of humanity that
moved God before the foundation of the world to ordain
the sending of His Son to be a sacrifice for the sins of His
people and accomplish the redemption of creation, which
even now awaits the full expression of that deliverance in
His second coming.
But as the Lord feels our pain and knows our suffering as our great high priest (Heb. 4:14-16), we need to realize that His grief goes beyond the present repercussions of
a fallen world that itself is groaning under the weight of
sin (Rom. 8:22). He grieves over the sin that has marred
his world and destroys the souls of people. That is why we
read such verses as Luke 22:44, when in the Garden Jesus
“prayed more earnestly, and offered strong crying and tears,
even to the point of bleeding.” He wept as Lazarus’ tomb,
though He was about to raise him from the dead. He wept
over the city of Jerusalem because of the darkness they
were in spiritually. This sorrow even took Him to the point
of wrath as “He looked around about them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of people’s hearts” (Mk. 3:5).
These passionate sentiments of Divine grief and anger are
given prophetic expression by the Psalmist who said, “I was
grieved with this generation, and said, ‘It is a people that do
err in their heart, and they have not known my ways.’”
You see, the Lord in His grief looks beyond the chaos
and pain of the present and grieves for the cause of it all –
the sin and rejection of human hearts for a God who loves
His people so much He died for their sins and pleads with
them to come to salvation in Christ. So, as you wrestle with
the oppressive news and condition of our world today, find
solace in the fact that God in heaven grieves with us – He
grieves because we have rejected His Word and ways, and
bring much of this grief on ourselves through disobedience
and rebellion against His Truth. But know also, that in great
love and mercy, He offers us salvation from our sins and
self, and promises us great hope for the future when He
will return and make all things new. And by the way, He also
promises to wipe away all tears (Rev. 21-22).

Proverbs 3:5

• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School;10:30am Worship Service.
Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am;
10:45am Children’s Program.Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues:
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon
Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

John 3:16

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312
Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 26, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 27

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from
May 13. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or public officials have been used.
May 13
• At 10:50 a.m., officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident at NC 106 and Munger
Road.
May 14
• At 4:13 p.m., officers responded to
a report of trespassing at a residence on
Pine Lane where someone opened a gate
and tried to enter a home.
May 15
• At 7:30 p.m., officers responded to a
report of a Breaking and Entering without

force and damage to property at a residence
on Talley Road where a cabinet was damaged.
May 16
• At 9:18 a.m., officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident in the parking lot of Bock
Builders and Carolina Way.
May 19
• At 9 a.m., officers responded to a report of a larceny where a hard drive was
taken from a home on Sagee Woods Drive.
May 22
• At 2:15 p.m., officers responded to a
report of trespassing at a residence on Paul
Walden Way.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log

...STRs continued from page 24
destination venues is not what we are. If we
don’t prohibit new STRs in R2 then STRs
will explode in R2 regardless of what we
have done in R1 and it will drag the rest of
Highlands down.”
Commissioner Hehn reminded the
board that the town has allowed STRs.
“When the UDO was amended in
2012, regulations weren’t clear and it didn’t
prohibit STRs,” he said.
Commissioner Patterson agreed saying the town should have done something
years ago.
“But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t
do something now,” she said.
With a 4-1 vote with Hehn dissenting, new STRs are not allowed in the R2
district but they are grandfathered in as a
nonconforming use like in R1 with stipula-

tions outlined in the Non-Conforming Use
Permit.
That permit must be submitted to the
Planning & Development Director no later
than September 1, 2022, or within 90 days
of the use becoming nonconforming which
is May 19.
If an applicant is unable to provide
evidence concerning the STR history or that
the level of intensity is less than 30 days,
the property shall not be used as a STR for
more than 30 days per calendar year.
Hehn voiced concern for the property
owners who invested money in their homes
who don’t have “history” to account for
their efforts.
“There is the case where someone
hasn’t rented yet but made an investment
and is ready to go but doesn’t have the hisThe Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

from May 17.
May 17
• At 9:35 a.m., p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Falls Drive
West.
May 18
• At 4:19 p.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm on Main Street.
• At 6;17 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Cullasaja Drive.
• At 6:50 p.m., the dept. provided public
assistance on Main Street.
• At 7:43 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Spruce Street.
• At 10:16 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Blue Valley Road.

tory. Making this so restrictive, will invite a
lawsuit,” he said.
Attorney Coward agreed saying that
may be a common law vested right case.
“I don’t want a lawsuit, but I think
some things are worth defending,” said
Commissioner Patterson. “We pay $200,000
every year to keep the pool open so we are
talking about the future of Highlands and
what we want Highlands to be and the protection of the character of Highlands and
the character of our neighborhoods.”
Patterson said she knew nobody in the
room was happy with what they did.
“But we have to move forward,” she
said.
Town Manager Josh Ward said the
amended ordinance is on the town’s website
and the forms for the three required permits
will be posted online by the end of the week.
– Kim Lewicki

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

(828) 526-4818

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

May 19
• At 4:51 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Buck Creek
Road.
May 21
• At 11:21 a.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on Clear Creek
Road.
• At 12:10 p.m., the dept. was firstresponders to a residence on N. 5th Street.
May 22
• At 9:01 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Half Mile Drive.
May 23
• At 10:35 a.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on S. 4th Street.
• At 12:13 p.m., the dept. responded to
a call of a downed tree on N. 4th Street.

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning
Facials • Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!
Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939
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OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do,
generators are all we do!

Residential
Commercial
Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING Sheetrock Repair
828-524-1391 • 828-332-0525 Wallpaper Removal
Log Homes
murphyspaintco@gmail.com
Decks

Whiteside Cove
Cottages

Quality Tree Care & Removal
18+ years
828-200-9217 • fully insured

We a cc ep t a ll c red i t c a rd s

LMBT #13808

Massage and Bodywork

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

Unfurl

Bey Chrestman

5 log cabins nestled in
the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

209 N. 4th Street

(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets
upstairs across from Town Hall.
Enter from the rear.)

Rachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness
Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Highlands Automotive
• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist
434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

Service
&
Repair

NC
Inspection
Station

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

The Highlands Barbershop

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

446 Oak Street
across from the park,

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

RICARDO MORALES

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair
• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured
Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites
• Hauling
• Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson

Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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Counseling Center of
Highlands

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com
33

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

www.counseling-center.org

At The Peggy Crosby Center
348 S. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC
For more information please contact
us at info@counseling-center.org or
864-481-0598.

Mission:

The Counseling Center strives to strengthen families and
individuals by providing access to quality mental health
services regardless of financial ability.

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Black-Tie to BBQ
Catering

Bar-b-ques • Company Picnics
Laus • Seafood Boils

CHEFS2GO

CATERING & PERSONAL
CHEF SERVICES

RICK SIMEK

Corporate Catering
Breakfast • Luncheons
Cocktail Receptions

Personal Chef Services

Weekly Meal Plans • Parties
828-743-3145 / 561-345-0652 Organic & Dietary Restricted
Menus
Chefricksimek@gmail.com
CHEF/OWNER

Call Raul
706-982-3803

valenciagrading@gmail.com
Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

This adorable and romantic 1 bed/1 bath lakefront
"Honeymoon Cottage" between Franklin and Highlands is fully
furnished with very easy access.
Available for 3-night min., weekly, monthly or seasonal.
If interested, contact Rick and Sarah Miller at
(770) 757-7500 or sarahmilleratl@aol.com

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

List with me! Get it SOLD!

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
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•Classifieds•

YARD SALE
AT 701 DILLARD ROAD 10a
until, weather permitting. Saturday &
Sunday.
FOR SALE
FIREWOOD – Small pickup
load $120. Call 828-369-7754. (st. 4/7)
HELP WANTED
SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS DELI IS UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT and is hiring full
and part time staff for the season.
Competitive starting wage, great tips,
and reasonable hours (not too early,
not too late). Pick up an application
in store at 115 S. 4th Street or apply on Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st.
5/19)
THE SOUTHERN WAY. Men
and Women’s clothing. Full and Parttime positions available. Call 828526-4777. (st. 5/19)
THE DRY SINK IS HIRING!
We have several entry level positions
open. We are fun, fast-paced, hard
working, and we love our customers! If you love to cook or just enjoy
helping folks, pop by for an application at 450 Main St. Highlands, or
email Sam at shays@thedrysink.com.
We are open 7 days at week, 10a-5p
Monday-Saturday and 1-5p Sundays.
(st. 5/5)
WOLFGANGS
RESTAURANT Looking for full-time line
cook and waitstaff. Call Jacque at
828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)
HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS
HEALTH FOUNDATION – We
are seeking a Marketing Specialist to
join our dedicated team! If you have
experience in todayâ€™s marketing
and communications environment we
would love to hear from you. A broad
scope of marketing skills is required.
Excellent compensation and benefits
package. Please visit our website for
more information www.hchealthfnd.
org or email r.tindall@hchealthfnd.
org. (5/5)
HIGHLANDS INN - Now hir-

ing Guest service representatives for
all shifts, all days. Part time or Fulltime.
We are flexible. Email Resume to :
sales@highlandsinnlodge.com, stop by
for an application or give us a call at
828-526-5899. (st. 4/14)
HOTWIRE COMMUNICATIONS is HIRING! LOCAL Highlands
opportunities. FULL-TIME, year-round,
customer facing, account management
& sales jobs available. Excellent pay
& benefits. Forward your resume to
mike.hall@hotwiremail.com(st. 4/7)
COUNSELING CENTER OF
HIGHLANDS is seeking additional
therapists. Looking for a place where
you can build or add to your private
practice, provide mental health care to
those in need, and be part of a counseling center that is dedicated to the behavioral health needs of all members of
the community regardless of ability to
pay? Our Center is looking for licensed
therapists who share this mission and
YOU may be one. If you are interested
– or just want to learn more about
the Center – let us know by sending
an introductory email with your resume to info@counseling-center.org.
We look forward to hearing from you.
REQUIREMENTS: Master’s Degree or
higher in counseling, psychology or related field; Licensed in North Carolina
in related discipline/s; Must have a minimum of 2 years of experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativity, and a spirit of
collaboration; Along with full-pay, willing to see clients-in-need at a reduced
fee; Counseling Center will reimburse
the difference between reduced fee
up to $75. PREFERRED: Strong Clinical skills, including areas of assessment;
diagnosis; crisis & case management;
Independent decision-making skills;
Experience and desire to lead workshops and/or groups as outreach to
the Highlands community CRITICAL
NEED FOR THE AREA: Specialty in
Substance Abuse; Bi-lingual (Spanish &
English)(st. 4/7)
HIGHLANDS PHARMACY
has full and part-time positions open

for a Certified Pharmacy Technician
and a clerk/merchandiser. No nights,
no Sundays, and great co-workers. Pay
and benefits determined by position,
qualifications, & experience. Apply in
person or contact Sherry Sims 828526-2366. (st. 4/7)
CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED IN CASHIERS, NC. A church
is interested in hiring a capable pianist
as worship leader, immediately. High
hourly pay. Respond to Molly @ 828507-5153 or christanglicancashiers@
yahoo.com
CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is looking to hire a full-time individual to assist in the paint department.
Duties will include mixing paint, assisting customers with color selections
and sundry items, stocking shelves and
daily cleaning. Must be able to lift 50
pounds. This individual must be dependable, self-motivated, have great
customer service skills and be willing
to learn.We will offer on-the-job training, so experience is not necessary. For
more information, call Derek Taylor
@ 828-200-9226, or stop by Cashiers
Color Center to fill out an application.
(6/9)
HIGHLANDS EXCURSION
is hiring guides/drivers. Email us at adventure4118@gmail.com. (st. 3/10)
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted
Living Facility looking for Med Aides,
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff.
You may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com.
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE – By Owners.
3.2 acres. $50,000. Call 828-342-4911
or 828-526-2289 (st. 5/26)
LOT FOR SALE: .40 acres in
peaceful Highlands View community,
located just 10 minutes from Main Street
Highlands off Hwy 28. Community water
may be available upon approval. Offered
at $30,000. For more information, call
or email Jerry Moore at 828-482-2032

or ejmoorejr@yahoo.com. (6/2)
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE,
big garage on 3.14 acres land, water,
sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private paved road,
mountain view. (st. 10/7)
SERVICES
CAREGIVER /SITTER – Highlands resident, 22 yrs. medical background. Available after June 24, 2022.
Please call and leave message with
name and telephone number. Call
828-399-0262. (st. 5/26)
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience. Also offer grout cleaning.
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design &
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or
Text: 321-303-7560. (st. 5/12)
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN – Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor
plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free estimates. Insured. Call Mike
at 828-200-4071. (9/22)
STOP PAYING AGENCY
PRICES – Call me! Private, Personal
and Professional caregiver, companion
or sitter. I am available to work with
each clients needs, days and hours.
828-507-1692. (st. 9/30)
NEED FURNITURE MOVED
O R A N Y T H I N G H AU L E D
AWAY? I can do it. Call or text James
of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (4/28)
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to my clients.
Stop paying agency prices and call me.
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & FABRICATON
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris
removal, pressure washing. Call 828371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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SILVER EAGLE
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Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander
Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Top 15% of
Brokers on
MLS

highlandermountainhouse.com

Wei chert.
REALTORS

Country Club Properties
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC

828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Highlands Properties

Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals
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AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(PAC)

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

MITZI RAUERS

Dedicated to finding the
home you’ve always wanted.

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

12
K-H Park

DARLENE CONLEY

2

404.427.2448
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Ace is the Place,

7

2

Reeves
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Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
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*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

2
9

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Licensed in NC and GA

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

PAT ALLEN R EALT Y GROUP/ALLEN TATE R EALTOR S
(404) 219-1349 • HIGHL A NDS & CASHIER S NC

6

BRIAN RENFRO

#1 in the Carolinas
Pat Allen

B R O K E R - R E A LT O R

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

CELL: 828-226-0118
BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!

Main Office

Stronger together!

Sr;UT(tHCMLS (.:J
R,afTrmd,

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

6

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

225 MAIN STREET · 828-526-4663

8

Julie Osborn

#1

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcat Cliffs Office

BROKER

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.4525

5

MILLION

DAV ID
BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Open for
7 days a
week
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

$139+

patallenrealtygroup.com

BOCK

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

77

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P
DINING ROOM
5:30P

TRANSACTIONS

Jody Lovell
(828) 226.6303

#1

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

FIRM ON THE PLATEAU

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS
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...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open 7 nights for
dinner 5:30-9p
www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S

Cashmere

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street 9

