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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

• See BEAR SIGNS page 27

Primary Candidate Forum – Part 4

• See CLERK page 12• See VANDALS page 10

Seniors Hayley Borino and Jeffrey Olvera were crowned Queen and King 
at the prom held at Highlands Country Club’s Hudson House Sat., April 23. 
(See photos on page 13) and on Monday, May 2 Olvera was named Valedic-
torian and Borino was named Salutatorian.

– Photos by Sunset Staff

This is the 4th and final part 
of  our Primary Candidate Forum.

Part 1 featured the two Re-
publican candidates running for 
District 1 in the County Com-
mission race. (www.highlandsinfo.
com/PDFs/22april14.pdf)

Part 2 featured five Republi-
can candidates running for 2 seats 
in District 2. (See www.highland-
sinfo.com/PDFs/22april21.pdf)

Part 3 featured four of  the 
five candidates running for Sher-
iff ’s Office. Candidate Chris 
Browning didn’t reply to questions 
in time for publication. (22april28.
pdf  (highlandsinfo.com)

As of  Tuesday morning, 
1,143 voters in Macon County 
have cast their ballot during early 
voting ahead of  the May 17 Pri-
mary election. Of  those who have 
voted, 1,015 Republicans have vot-
ed and 128 Democrats have voted. 

Get to know your 
Clerk of Superior Court 

candidates
Early voting continues daily from 
7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. during the 
week until May 13th with Satur-
day voting being available from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. until May 14th. 

Running for Clerk of  Court 
is Shawna Thun Lamb, Justin 
Stamey and Michael Trammel.

Shawna Thun Lamb 
Shawna Thun Lamb and 

her husband Jimmy have two 
children, Kilee and Kehler. After 
graduating from Franklin High 
School, Lamb attended South-
western Community College, ob-
taining two Associates Degrees 
in Criminal Justice and Computer 
Information Systems with various 
certificates of  achievement and 
completion including Cyber Secu-
rity. While in college, Lamb com-
pleted internships with the Clerk 
of  Court office, community ser-

Highlands 
PD catch 

vandals in 
the act

Officers were able to catch 
two juvenile suspects the evening 
of  Friday, April 29, believed to 
be involved in several vandalism 
incidents which have occurred 
throughout town. 

According to police reports, 
Sergeant Parker and Master Of-
ficer Cherry located the two juve-
niles entering the public restroom 
on Pine Street. When they ap-
proached, the juveniles began to 
leave the area and were stopped 
by officers. Graffiti was found 
in the restroom and one of  the 
juveniles admitted to drawing it 
and having done other graffiti in 
the past. 

The juveniles were released 
to parents and the Department 
of  Juvenile Justice will be con-
tacted regarding legal action for 

Since nuts and berries are 
yet to ripen, hungry bears are 
prowling at all times of  the day 
and night. Chicken coops have 
been demolished and chickens 
and eggs eaten; the required 
bear-resistant trash cans at resi-

dents’ homes in town have been 
knocked over and hikers and their 
dogs are meeting bears on trails.

Consequently, the B.E.A.R. 
Taskforce is striving to educate 
and re-educate residents and visi-
tors about bear-human protocol.

At the April Town Board 
meeting, Cynthia Strain of  the 
B.E.A.R. Taskforce got permission 
to affix new “Bear Rules” decals on 
the bear-proof  trash cans in town 
as well as permission to erect Bear 

Bear signage to go up on area trails

Happy Mother’s Day!

Seniors named HS Val & Sal AND 
King & Queen for the night
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

•weatHer•

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse 

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www,HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741 

Al l  R ights  Reser ved . No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or  

design elements may be used without 
permission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted, Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. • See MAYOR page 10

Last Thursday I went to 
Asheville to participate in 
a round table moderated 

by North Carolina Attorney Gen-
eral, Josh Stein. The Attorney 
General came to Asheville to as-
sess the state of  healthcare, espe-
cially to see how the 2018 sale of  
Mission Healthcare to HCA was 
progressing. 

There were about forty par-
ticipants at the round table. State 
elected officials like Senator Julie Mayfield 
and Representative John Ager were pres-
ent. Senator Mayfield played a key role in 
organizing the meeting. There were other 
mayors present including Ester Mannheim 
from Asheville, Maureen Copelof  from 
Bevard. Former doctors from the Mission 
system participated as well the president of  
the Mission Nurses Union. A representa-
tive of  Blue Cross attended, and a num-
ber of  representatives of  nonprofits in the 
health and social welfare fields participated. 
There were representatives from HCA also.

I did not go to the meeting to complain 
about our hospital or bash HCA. Frankly, 
I believe our hospital has good leadership 

and is making improvements in 
serving our community. While 
I acknowledge there are issues 
throughout the Mission system, I 
have also received feedback from 
some friends who have had good 
outcomes at Mission. Neverthe-
less, feedback from the doctors, 
nurses and stakeholders about 
HCA/Mission was problematic 
and sobering.

Attorney General Stein 
opened the meeting with a review of  his 
approval of  the sale of  Mission to HCA. 
During the approval process Stein nego-
tiated some important concessions and 
commitments from HCA. Nevertheless, 
he pointed out that under North Carolina 
statues his approval authority was limited. 
The attorney general stated that more of  
these large healthcare mergers will continue 
throughout the country, as well as in North 
Carolina. He is asking everyone to support 
legislative changes to the statues where he 
and future attorney generals will have more 
authority in approving these mega mergers. 

He also emphasized that when these 
mergers take place, costs to patients in-
crease at least 12.5% while services tend to 
diminish. He stated the Mission HCA merg-
er was done very fast, and not enough time 
was given for public and stakeholder in put. 
Many people at the round table agreed with 
the attorney general’s observations. 

The other item Attorney General Stein 
addressed was the expansion of  Medicaid 
to cover more uninsured North Carolinians. 
He believes the legislature should expand 
Medicaid so the state will receive federal 
funds to cover the uninsured. The represen-
tative from Blue Cross agreed. He pointed 
out that folks coming to a hospital without 
insurance simply drive up premiums for 
those people who do have insurance.

I made two points at the round table. 
First, while there is a monitoring system in 
place that analyzes spread sheets and met-
rics, a system needs to be developed where 
experts actually communicate with health-
care stakeholders, i.e. patients, doctors and 
staff, to assess the actual situation on the 
ground so to speak. Second, I thanked the 
attorney general for his insistence in the ap-

AG Stein has his sights on HCA
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with the Fox Brothers
Red, White, and ‘Que

Friday | June 10, 2022

HOT & FRESH
TEXAS BBQ, TEXAS-STYLE SAUSAGE,  
RIBS, BRISKET, AND ALL THE FIXINGS.

Live DJ
Craft Beer

Fine Wines
Dancing

AT THE FARM

Highlands, NC

Book Online

OldEdwardsInn.com
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Sandwiches
(Gluten Free Bread Add $3) 

The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant.   $12 

(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll.   $13 

Raw & Flawless – Sautéed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana 
peppers, and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it's always 
delicious!)   $14   

The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked 
provolone, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette.  $13 

The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone 
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll.  $13 

The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on 
ciabatta.  $12 

The Hudson – Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana 
peppers, black olives, DJs pickles).  $13

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule 
@thesecretgarden_market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

The Secret Garden is 
on Oak Street in the 

courtyard right 
beside 

Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Park

•Letters•

Ask about our custom 
charcuteries!

Dear Editor,
I wanted to let you know how much we enjoy Kenny 

Youmans column “On the Sunnyside.’ He is a wealth of  
information on so many topics and his articles are a won-
derful way of  sharing it Keep ‘em Coming! 

Patricia Ramsey
Highlands

We love 
‘life on the sunny side!’

Inflation hurts consumers 
and small businesses

Is inflation eating into your budget? Is your small busi-
ness struggling to stay open? High prices at the grocery 
checkout or the gas pump are likely the result of  huge cor-
porations passing along costs to you because they can. 

Sure, there are other factors affecting the economy 
such as supply chain issues and restrictions due to the war 
in Ukraine. But more and more data show that big corpo-
rations are passing along any new costs to consumers and 
then some. 

Consider the price of  meat. Did you know that the 
majority of  meat processing (beef, chicken, and pork) is 
controlled by four giant corporations (Cargill, Tyson, JBS, 
National Beef  Packing Co)? When these corporations con-
trol that much of  the market, they also control prices. In-
stead of  absorbing new costs, they hike up prices and in 
return make more and more money for their shareholders. 
These four corporations reported a 120% collective jump 
in their gross profits since the pandemic. 

What about toilet paper? Three corporations (Proctor 
& Gamble, Kimberly Clark and Georgia-Pacific) produce 
80% of  U.S. toilet paper. These corporations reap record 
profits, all the while passing along costs to consumers, be-
cause they can. 

If  you have an Amazon Prime membership, then pre-
pare to pay 16% more this year. Amazon says it is because 
of  increased costs and inflation. This rationale seems pretty 
flimsy for a company that reported gross profits of  $197.48 
BILLION in 2021. That is $197,480,000,000 in profits in 
just one year. And it’s a 29.3% increase over profits report-
ed for 2020. 

When is enough profit enough? Consumers are hurt-
ing. The same applies for small businesses, too. 

Huge corporations are raising prices BECAUSE 
THEY CAN, because they have no competition. They are 
hurting consumers, small businesses and the US economy 
all the while reaping higher and higher profits than ever be-
fore. Think about that the next time you pay for groceries. 

Jean Wright
Franklin

First in Highlands to bring 
Rebel Rabbit High Seltzer to you! 
20mg of Delta 8 infused seltzers.

OPEN Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 5:30p
Saturday • 11a until
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Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, 
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond 

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER 

Mobile # (828) 371-0730

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER
Mobile # (404) 218-9123

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN  |  $1,500,000  |  MLS# 97740
Are you ready to be WOWED? Because that’s what will happen when you 
step inside this newly renovated home just minutes from Main Street. Ev-
erything in this home is new: roof, floors, HVAC, kitchen, bathrooms, paint, 
decks, lighting, landscaping — everything! With a luxuriously modern yet 
comfortable design and high-end finishes, this turn-key property is being 
sold fully furnished including four pieces of original art. Enter the front door 
and you are immediately welcomed by an open living space with 
modern furnishings, vaulted ceilings, light fixtures from Circa, and a 
double-sided stone fireplace between the living room and the kitchen. The 
dining area is open to the living room and features a custom built-in bar. 
The stunning kitchen boasts custom cabinetry, open shelving, and gorgeous 
Italian mar-ble countertops. On the main level are three bedrooms and two 
full baths that have been fully updated and feature handmade tiles from Spain, 
mod-ern light fixtures, and custom vanities with soapstone tops.

Tricia Cox | (828) 200-1251 | tricia@bhhsmmr.com

3
BR

2
BA
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•HigHLanDs Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

Lunch & Dinner

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 10p 
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Celebrating 28 years
American Cuisine with a 

Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
www.wolfgangs.net

Open 
Wednesday-Sunday

Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

NOW OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cul-to- order 
Prepared ready to heal sides and dinners 

Fresh produce, specially foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30-5:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00

Closed Sunday & Monday
Preparing all of the good thngs on those days! 

493 Dillard Road 
828-526-2762
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Breakfast & Lunch 
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week
In Wright Square •• 137 Main St, Highlands

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads, 
bakery items, SECRET daily specials, and 

Soup of the Day. Freshly made and ready for pick up. 

Modern Fast Food
& 

Courtyard Market

Now Open
for our 38th Season!

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection 

and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Dinner: 5-8p
Wed-Sat 

Lunch: 11:30a - 2p 
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch •10a - 2p

•HigHLanDs Dining•

The Secret Garden is on Oak Street right behind 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Join us Fireside for our 
Mid-week Specials

Wednesday
Burger & Beer

Thursday
Prime Rib Roast Dinner

w/glass of wine

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

Highlands Playhouse 
FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE 

SECRETS OF DUMBLEDORE 
May 6 - MAY 8. 2022 

SHOWING FRI, SAT, SUN 
1PM &4PM 
RATED PG-13 

WWW.MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM 

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5:30p

Saturday • 11a until
(See menu on page 4)
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Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.•
Should you or shouldn’t you buy a fixer-upper?

With such a shortage of  inventory 
these days a fixer-upper may be 
a good bet for those wanting to 

buy. The key is to know exactly what you 
are buying. A good home inspector, an 

the walls and underneath 
the floors. And in reality, 
it’s not as easy as Chip and 
Joanna Gaines make it look.

The location of  the 
home is also very impor-
tant. Make sure the chosen 
neighborhood supports the 
costs involved so you can 
sell and make a profit when 
you decide to move. If  you 
are buying with the idea of  
renting, make sure the re-
strictive covenants in the 
HOA allow it and know the 
number of  days allowed. 
We are all aware of  the con-

troversy for in-town short-term-rentals in 
Highlands proper. That issue has still not 
been resolved. Ask your broker to keep 
you informed.

Do I think it’s worth buying a fixer-
upper and redoing it? Yes, I do, because 
most of  our buyers want to walk in and 
not have to update kitchens and baths etc. 
So, take the diamond in the rough and cre-
ate a little jewel!

• Pat Allen is Broker-in-Charge of  Allen 
Tate Realtors/Pat Allen Realty Group. She is 
consistently a top producer on the plateau and is 
a Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist. 
She has been the # 1 team in sales with Julie Os-
born. She may be contacted at pat.allen@allentate.
com or her cell:828-200-9179. Her main office is 
located at 295 Dillard Road and the second office 
is located at 5121 Cashiers Road at the entrance 
to Wildcat Cliffs County Club.

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateau 2020

VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742 o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 

Realty Group.

engineer to check the foundation, and two 
contactors to give estimates are critical and 
worth the investment spent on them. Ask 
for references, call and interview them, be-
fore making your selection. 

In regards to your po-
tential home, you will need to 
know the age of  the electrical 
wiring, the age of  the roof, 
the age of  the HVAC, and 
make sure the septic permit 
on record with the county al-
lows for the number of  bed-
rooms you expect to have. 
Previous work permits can 
also be verified. 

I have seen two transac-
tions fall apart because per-
mits weren’t applied for and 
therefore there was no in-
spection by the county to ap-
prove the work. One house I 
had under contract with a buyer ended up 
having no permits -- the floors were sagging 
and the stone fireplace was not supported. 
Many other items needed major repairs and 
corrections. We later found out the builder 
who did the work was not licensed, and it 
ended up costing the sellers $160,000 to cor-
rect the issues before the house could be 
sold!

This is where a good and honest broker 
can advise you and make recommendations. 
We know builders and their sub-contractors, 
handymen, and landscapers. If  you live out 
of  town, we can check on your home to 
make sure the work is being done. As we 
have all been made aware, contractors, subs, 
and builders are booked up for months. So, 
factor that in and always prepare for addi-
tional costs because until you delve into it 
you don’t really know what is hidden behind 

 RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. Call  828-787-2525 to book.

Mother

'

s Day
Brunch

Madison's  Restaurant and Wine Garden
SUNDAY, MAY 8
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From this Mother/Daughter team,

Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the 
Carolinas. Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with a real estate 

company with outstanding market share, strong regional roots and global connections. 

A Howard Hanna Partner

Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200.9179

Main O ice
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784

Julie Osborn
Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.com 
828.200.6165

Wildcat Cliffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.4525

Happy Mother’s Day!

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 
Stronger together!
Source HCMLS & RealTrends

®
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Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

SATURDAY, MAY 7 | 11AM-4PM
133 HIDDEN SPRINGS WAY, HIGHLANDS
$1,000,000  |  MLS# 98583
Views for miles from this custom home just 10 minutes from downtown High-
lands! A lower level was just added in 2019; it holds a game room with a pool 
table, lounge area, and laundry room. This level is already plumbed for an ad-
ditional bathroom if desired, and a heating and air mini split is being installed. 
The main level offers updated kitchen and baths as well as the owner’s suite. Two 
guest rooms and full bath are upstairs. In-law studio apartment with separate 
entrance above 2-car garage. Deeded lake access, trails; backs to USFS.

DIRECTIONS: Hwy 28 South to right on Sassafras Gap Rd.
Go almost to bottom of the hill and turn right on
Hidden Springs. Go to end of road where it is
paved, then go up hill to house.

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSEPUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

HOSTED BY: JOHN BYNUM & FAYE WURM
John: 828.200.0144 | Faye: 828.200.1345
OFFICE: 2334 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

...MAYOR continued from page 1

On Friday, April 22, 2022, 
Casey Jenkins was inducted 

into the Beta Gamma Sigma 
International Business Honor 

Society for being in the top 
20% of  graduate business 

school students at Penn State 
Behrend, Black School of  

Business. Casey was a 2009 
graduate of  Highlands School, 

is currently the Director of  
Strategic Initiatives at Port X 
Logistics and continues with 

her second Master’s Degree at 
Penn State.

•MiLestones•
Jenkins is inducted into Honor Society

This past weekend, Harry and Michelle Bears went to Cocoa Beach, FL where they set sail 
for the Bahamas to celebrate Harry’s 60th birthday with 18 friends and family members.
Harry and Michelle own Southern Way, The Toy Store and Bags on Main in Highlands.

Harry Bears turns 60!

proval process that there be an operation 
guarantee of  10 years for the smaller outly-
ing hospitals, rather than the initial proposal 
of  only 5 years. Put in perspective, HCA 
took over Mission in February of  2019. 
If  the first five year proposal had gone 
through, Highlands and the other smaller 
communities would be facing hospital clo-
sures at early as 2 years from now. The at-

torney general’s 10 year requirement gives 
these communities 7 more years from now 
which hopefully is time to improve opera-
tions and services. 

The big challenge will be for Mission to 
continue to provide services and residents 
to support and use their local hospital and 
healthcare system.

the damages caused. 
Chief  Andrea Holland would like to 

thank the community for their continued 
support of  the Highlands Police Depart-

ment; “without your support, our depart-
ment cannot effectively do our job to help 
protect the community.”

...VANDALS continued from page 1



• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•on tHe sunny siDe•

Kenny Youmans

The history of Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day was start-
ed by Anna Jarvis in 
1908 to honor her 

mother. She actually started 
Mother’s Day in the 1800s to 
teach young mothers how to 
take care of  their children. She 
was a peace activist who cared 
for wounded soldiers on both 
sides of  the Civil War. 

Anna Jarvis wanted to 
keep the tradition going in 
honor of  her mother. In 1914 
President Woodrow Wilson 
signed a proclamation designat-
ing Mother’s Day held on the 2nd Sunday in 
May as a national holiday to honor mothers.
 

Yes, we all go home to mother
When the day is near it’s close
For ‘tis there we get our comfort
And a balm for all our woes.
How we need her to be with us!
For her counsel we would fly,
For we feel the need of  mother
Every day that passes by.
 
There’s none else can so determine
What all our needs is best.
None so truly sympathizes
When we are facing some great test.
In our days of  early childhood
We felt no need of  other,
But brought our troubles and our joys
And emptied them on mother.

 She it was who kissed our bruis-
es,
Binding up each cut and sprain;
Gladly she’d have borne our suf-
fering,
Freeing us from ache and pain.
Her smiles would chase away 
our tears,
With her the sun was shining;
It mattered not if  clouds were 
black,
She saw the silver lining.
 
And always so very gentle,
With her hand upon our brow;

She would speak the words of  wisdom
Just like the benedictions now
Oh, how she loved us everyone,
We can never quite forget
Such love as hers can know no end
But, lingers with us yet
 
The years have come, the years have 
gone
And mother is now sleeping,
Her place is vacant in our home
Sad vigil we are keeping
The bit of  comfort we do find,
We’d swap it for no other,
We’ll pledge ourselves to live like her
And then – go home to mother

– Written by Jane’s grandmother 1942



• See CLERK page 18

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
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Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each Class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

vice program and probation office. 
Lamb has worked in the Ma-

con County Clerk of  Court office 
for over 21 years with experience 
in criminal, bonds, jury, civil, juve-
nile and DSS matters/cases, but 
mainly in District and Superior 
Criminal court. Lamb has a strong 
work ethics and uphold the laws of  
the State of  North Carolina. 

“I see this as an opportunity 
to better myself  and provide qual-

ity service to the people of  Macon 
County,” said Lamb. “My back-
ground in the judicial system and 
the working relationships that I’ve 
established give me knowledge and 
perspective that will aid my abil-
ity to perform as Clerk. With my 
training, certifications from the 
State, and years of  hands-on expe-
rience, I’m confident that I know 
the job and can make positive im-
provements for our community 
and office.”

Justin Stamey
Justin Stamey is a proud 

Maconian who graduated from 
Franklin High School in 2008. He 
attended Southwestern Commu-
nity College before transferring to 
the University of  North Carolina 
at Charlotte. Stamey graduated in 
2013 with a B.A. in Political Sci-
ence and a minor in Criminal Jus-
tice, making me the first member 
in his family to graduate from a 
four-year school. That same year, 
Stamey was nominated by Macon 
County’s current Clerk of  Superior 
Court Vic Perry, and was appoint-
ed by the Chief  Superior Court 
Judge, to become North Carolinas 
youngest Magistrate Judge at the 
age of  23. For over eight years, 
Stamey has had the honor and re-
sponsibility to serve the citizens of  
Macon County as both a Criminal 
and Civil Magistrate. In that time 
Stamey has acquired over 30 judi-
ciary certifications, seven of  which 
are job specific to be the next 
Clerk of  Superior Court. Those 
certifications are Estates, Incom-

petency, Guardianship, Adop-
tions, Chapter 49 Foreclosures, 
Name Changes and Legitima-
tions. Stamey also has direct ex-
perience from the judge’s bench 
hearing and adjudicating over 400 
civil cases. 

Stamey is married to his wife 
Erika Stamey and together, they 
have one son Aaron Stamey, born 
last December. Stamey and his 
family attend Discover Church 
and enjoy being involved in mul-
tiple community outreach op-
portunities which include helping 
local foster families and children, 
the Pregnancy Care Center, 
CareNet and REACH. Stamey 
is also a proud Rotarian with the 
Franklin Rotary Club and has vol-
unteered in years past as a Little 
League Baseball coach. 

“This community has always 
been home and I am dedicated 
and committed to the citizens 
of  Macon County,” said Stamey. 
“I am running for this position 
because I want to provide the 
citizens of  Macon County with 
a more efficient and effective 
Judiciary for which they deserve. 
I have the knowledge and expe-
rience to your next Ex Officio 
Judge of  Probate and I am day 
one ready to move the docket of  
cases the Elected Clerk hears and 
adjudicates forward. These cases 
include Estates, Incompetency 
and Guardianships, Adoptions, 
Foreclosures and Legitimations 
just to name a few. I will also have 

Justin StameyShawna Thun Lamb Michael (Mike) Trammel

...CLERK continued from page 1
Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ... 
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.
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Highlands School Prom - Saturday, April 23



Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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Experience MATTERS
Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk of Court

EXPERIENCE:
• 21 years in the Clerk of Courts office.

• Knowledge of office’s strengths & weaknesses.
• Established relationships in the Judicial System.

• Valued relationships with the public.
  GOALS:
• Improve efficiency.
• Focus on the public.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk.

VOTE
Shawna Thun Lamb 
Clerk of Court on May 17th.

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from wherever you are at 
www.highlands info.com. 
Clilck on Local News.

Each week’s issue is uploaded in PDF format every Thursday AM.
It’s the exact same issue that is available on the streets.

•HigHLanDs eVents•
Rec Pool Schedule:
• Lap Swim Monday-Friday 6am-10am, 

Monday and Thursday 11:15am-7pm and 
Tuesday and Wednesday 11:15am-3:30pm 
6 lanes AND 3:30-7 (shared Pool) and Sat-
urday 10-11am 6 lanes. Adult Swim Mon-
day-Thursday 11:15am-7pm. Call ahead 
for Public Swim Weekend schedule due to 
staff shortages. 828-526-1595.

Pickle Ball
• There are three indoor Pickle Ball 

courts and six outdoor Court open once 
again. Pickle Ball will be played in the gym 
every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday 10am-1:pm (days and times 
have changed).

Nature Center Spring Hours
• Friday & Saturday: 10 AM to 4 PM. 

Closed:. Sunday - Thursday
Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate.Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s that 
provides grants and loans to women who 
want to return to school or further their 
education and have a financial need, meets 
at 10 a,m, If interested, please call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 for 
meeting places.

Tuesdays
• Covid-19 Testing at Village Green in 

Cashiers every Tuesday from 9-5. Walk-
ins accepted, but you can schedule an ap-
pointment by calling (877) 562-4850 or 
going on line at lhi.care/covidtesting.

Wednesdays
• Covid-19 Testing at Highlands Com-

munity Building every Wednesday from 
9-5. Walk-ins accepted, but you can sched-
ule an appointment by calling (877) 562-
4850 or going on line at lhi.care/covidtest-
ing.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10:15-

11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Meth-

odist Church on Spring Street is open 
from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with Crystal 

Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. A full body workout 
that engages every muscle in the body. 

• New Mobility Class with Anna Nor-
ton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm 
and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more infor-

mation, call Anna 267-825-0716.
Mon, & Thurs,
• Drive-thru flu clinics at the Public 

Health Center at 1830 Lakeside Dr. in 
Franklin from 1–4 pm $36 for the regu-
lar dose and the $73 for the high dose 
(recommended for those 65+). Insur-
ances will be filed; please bring your in-
surance card with you. Questions? Call 
828.349.2081.

Mon, Wed, Thurs
• Indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball 

10:30 am-1 pm.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9 am.
1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 

pm at the Hudson Library. 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using light 
weights, body weight, and high repetition 
to shape and tone. 

Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and Stretch with 

Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay Chal-

pin from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 

at 5:30. A combination class with many 
different types of exercise.

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhila-

rating and fun mix of martial arts for a 
calorie-burning workout.

• Free Covid vaccination clinics – 9 
am to 5pm at the Rec Park. (Closed for 
a half-hour lunch break) Location subject 
to change. please check https://myspot.
nc.gov/ for the latest location informa-
tion. Walk-ins are accepted, however 
we encourage residents to pre-register 
and schedule an appointment at https://
myoptumserve.com/covid19 or by calling 
(877) 505-6723 if you do not have inter-
net. 

Every Fri., Sat, & Sun.
• 1st run movies at the Playhouse on 

Oak Street. 1 and 4 p.m. www.mountain-
theatre.com

1st Saturdays
• Visit Highlands hosts the Highlands 

Bagpipers for a Town Square perfor-
mance 4:30-5p the first Saturday of each 
month through October. 

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 
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ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

•HigHLanDs area eVents•
WoodturnersClub meets in Highlands at 
The Bascom at 10 a.m. March and No-
vember.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the 
First Methodist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/ 909 Chapel. 
We serve breakfast at 9AM and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10AM We invite ALL 
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed McCloskey, 
Commander for any information @828-
787-1660.

Thurs., May 7
• Family Bird Walk at the Village 

Green in Cashiers with Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust and Highlands Plateau 
Audubon Society from 9:30-11:30am. 
Free, family-friendly program. To sign-up 
or more info contact: Sarah Pursel, hclt_
ed@earthlink.net, 828-526-1111, www.
hicashlt.org.

Fri., Sat., Sun., May 6-8
The first-run movie, Fantastic Beasts: 

The Secrets of Dumbledore at The Play-
house 1 & 4 p.m. ww.mountaintheatre.
com

Thurs., May 12
• Winter stories will be held at the 

High Dive from 2-4, a casual gathering of 
story swapping. Come, Tell, Listen.

Sat., May 14
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meeting is at 10 a.m.at 
the Bascom, 323 Franklin Rd. Highlands, 
NC. Drive across the covered bridge into 
the parking lot, and come into the main 
entrance near the covered patio. There 

will be directions on how to get to the 
wood turning studio. Visitors are always 
welcome. The club meets in Highlands the 
second Saturday of every month between 
March and November. This meeting will 
focus on jigs, fixtures, and other items to 
make your woodturning experience more 
beneficial.

Tues., May 17
• Brushy Face to Satulah Hike – High-

lands-Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT) Mem-
ber EcoTour from 10am-3pm. $50 per 
person PLUS HCLT membership (any lev-
el). Contact Sarah Pursel, hclt_ed@earth-
link.net, 828-526-1111, www.hicashlt.org.

• Free state-mandated sports physi-
cal for rising 6th-12th graders at 2 p.m. 
at Highlands School. All students who will 
participate in NCHSAA sanctioned sports, 
must undergo a state-mandated sports 
physical prior to trying out for any sport. 
Parents/Guardians should plan to attend 
the sports physical, to answer questions 
the medical team may have during the 
exam. For more information please con-
tact Will Mathiowdis at William.Mathiow-
dis@HCAHealthcare.com 

Fri., May 20
• First-ever Justice Matters Tours at 

our Highlands/Cashiers office to find out 
how you can join Pisgah Legal Services in 
standing for justice. This interactive in-per-
son tour is 1:30 - 3p.m. and delves into how 
Pisgah Legal addresses domestic violence, 
housing, immigration, access to healthcare, 
and community economic development 
and explains how community members 
can get involved. Tours take place at Pis-

gah Legal Services, 209 Hospital Dr., Suite 
203, Highlands, NC. Limited space available. 
RSVP to Megan Quattlebaum at 828-575-
1353 or email Megan@pisgahlegal.org.

• Chef Dinner at OEI’s The Farm, May 
Day Celebration with Celebrity Chef, au-
thor and lifestyle expert Chadwick Boyd. 
Book at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
chefdinners.

Sat. May 21
• The American Legion will celebrate 

Armed Forces Day at their meeting at the 
Methodist Church on Main Street, High-
lands. Breakfast is at 9 a.m. and the meet-

ing is at 10 a.m. Armed Forces Day was 
signed into law July 26, 1947 by President 
Harry S. Truman. It was passed to unify 
all four branches of the military under a 
single executive authority, the Secretary 
of Defense.

Tues., May 30
• Village Nature Series at The Village 

Green in Cashiers from 5-6pm: Moun-
tain Wildlife, live animal presentation by 
Balsam Mountain Trust, hosted by High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust and The Village 
Green. Free, family-friendly program. No 
registration needed. www.hicashlt.org

Starting this Saturday, 
Visit Highlands is hosting the 
Highlands Bagpipers for a Town 
Square performance 4:30 to 5 
p.m
This will take place every first 
Saturday of each month through 
October. 

– Photo by Colleen Kerrigan.

Pipers to perform 
in Town Square 
every Saturday 
beginnoing this 

Saturday
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Thinking of  Mom? So are We!Thinking of  Mom? So are We!

BAGS 
on MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street

828-526-9415
We Moved to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands,NC 

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

338 Main St.
526-4777

For Men & Women

A size for every Mom!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Mom’s Mom’s 
Day Day 

is for you!is for you!
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Thinking of  Mom? So are We!Thinking of  Mom? So are We!

• Free People • THML 
 • Z Supply 

• Michael Stars 
  • Vintage Havana

  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
             • Citizens  
            • Hudson  
      • Mother
            Shoes by:
        • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
  • Blowfish 
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

W e  h a v e W e  h a v e 
‘ M o m ’ ‘ M o m ’ 
s t u f f !s t u f f !

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Check out our news store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You – 142 HWY 107

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www. 
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

�newton 

We're all about 
Mum on Mum's 
Day ... Jewelry, 

Scarves, Cashmere, 
and Dresses 

A Highlands tradition since 1940 
Our 82nd season on Main Street 

Friday-Saturday • 11-5 
828-526-3160

Wishing you the best
Mother's Day

343A Main St.
828-526-9122

open everyday
open every day
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Happy Mother’s Day

Stay Looking Like Your Daughter
Call 828-526-3783

To Find How
Center for Plastic Surgery

209 Center Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St, Highland

Come shop 
The Molly Grace! 

for a special gift for 
Mom & a Spring outfit!

Thinking of  Mom? So are We!Thinking of  Mom? So are We!
my staff  day one ready for the new 
Odyssey Case Management Sys-
tem when it goes live in 2024. My 
staff  and I will work hard each and 
every day to provide a high quality 
experience to the citizens of  Ma-
con County. You should vote for 
Justin Stamey because I have the 
necessary education and experi-
ence to bring the Clerk of  Court 
office into the 21st century.”

Michael (Mike) Trammel
Michael (Mike) Trammel has 

been married to his high school 
sweetheart Dawn for 35 years this 
June. Together they have three 
children: Kellie who is the Chil-
dren’s Ministry Director at Cowee 
Baptist Church, Eric who is a C-17 
Air Force crew chief, and Jennifer 
who works at Macon Program for 
Progress. Dawn and Mike also 
have two grandkids. Trammel is 
retired from full-time service with 
the Macon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice in 2016 where he served as the 
lieutenant over the courthouse and 
civil process. Trammel was the sec-
ond deputy in Macon County to 
reach a full 30 years of  service and 
after a month of  separation, he re-
turned in a part-time capacity in the 
court system. Trammel currently 
has over 35 years of  service to the 
citizens of  Macon County, 25 of  
them in a management/supervisor 
setting. Trammel is a graduate of  
Franklin High School and South-
western Community College Basic 
Law Enforcement with certificates 
of  advanced law enforcement cer-
tification (highest level of  recogni-
tion through sheriff ’s standards. 
Based on education, training, and 
years of  service), Advanced Civil 
Process, First Line Supervision for 
Criminal Justice Personal, North 
Carolina Department of  Justice 
Interaction Management, Federal 
Bureau of  Investigation Police 
Supervision, and numerous other 
law enforcement criminal and civil 
process courses of  instruction and 
legal updates.

“I am running for office be-
cause I saw a need and as a result 
of  my supervisory experience and 
being a public servant for over 
half  my life, I knew I was the best 
suited to meet that need,” said 

Trammel. “As the lieutenant over 
the courthouse and civil process, I 
saw firsthand how much work still 
needed to be done to meet the 
minimum of  care. For instance, 
building bridges of  communica-
tion between our law enforce-
ment agencies and citizens. As 
well as being able to carry on dif-
ficult conversations, advocating 
to County Commissioners about 
safety concerns (our courtrooms 
are filled beyond capacity, and 
the hallways are lined with defen-
dants, their victims, and witness-
es.), and everything in between. I 
pledge to provide a fresh perspec-
tive and a great love for people. 
My combined knowledge of  
how the courts work, my ability 
to interpret both civil and crimi-
nal laws, and my life experiences 
serve as indispensable qualities 
that make me the best candidate 
for this position.”

What do you see as being the pri-
mary function of  the Clerk of  Court 
and how are you best suited to fulfill that 
function?

Lamb: “The primary func-
tion of  the Clerk of  Superior 
Court is to maintain all clerical and 
record-keeping functions,” said 
Lamb. “In addition, to provide 
public access to court records and 
provide copies. I am best suited 
for this position because I am the 
only candidate that has direct ex-
perience within the clerks office. 
I know the changes that need to 
happen, and I intend to improve 
customer service and the public’s 
access to judicial records.”

Stamey: “The Elected Clerk 
of  Superior Court has many roles 
that they must do and oversee in 
both the courtroom and in the 
Clerk’s office. As far as overseeing 
the office, there are six divisions 
the Clerk of  Superior Court is re-
sponsible for. 

Those divisions are Book-
keeping, Estates, Civil, Criminal, 
Juvenile and Special Proceed-
ings,” said Stamey. “The Elected 
Clerk is the Ex Officio Judge of  
Probate. This means they hear 
matters involving the estate of  
a loved one after they pass away. 

...CLERK continued from page 12

• See CLERK page 23
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS * Spoken to many communities about the importance of community/law enforcement involvement* Community-oriented from day-one* Served as liaison for patrol and investigations to educate communities on Crime Prevention 

Techniques and Strategies * Will work together with communities to improve Macon county for generations to come* Will set up meetings between deputies and each community, in which community concerns
will be heard and addressed

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS AND YOUTH CAMPS * Building rapport with youth will be of utmost importance * Extensive experience working with the school system and students at every grade level * Will create after-school and summer programs for youth of Macon County * Age-appropriate youth programs will focus on laws, firearms safety training, hunter safety 
training, sports, and the effects of peer pressure 

FIREARMS AND SAFETY TRAINING * Public demand is high for a broader spectrum of firearm and firearm safety training* Extensive experience educating the public in concealed carry classes* Will work to create no-cost firearms and safety training, open to the public, and taught by 
state-certified instructors

MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE * As Captain and Jail Administrator in Macon County, has worked to create intentional mental 
health and substance abuse reforms in the Macon County Detention Center* Has worked to add programs and on-site, around-the-clock caregivers at little-to-no cost to 
taxpayers * Passionate about mental health and substance-abuse issues, and will work tirelessly to 
improve such programs within the detention center and beyond* Serves on Mental Health and Substance Abuse Task Forces Vice President of No Wrong Door* Has access to resources needed to provide assistance 

Paid for by the committee to elect Dereck E. Jones Macon County Sheriff 
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Thursday, May 19th

11am - 2pm

Highlands Civic Center
600 N. 4th St.

Light refreshments will be served.

This event is hosted by the

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands.

 For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com

First Ever!
Highlands Volunteer Event

Are you looking to get involved?
Join us to learn more about volunteer 

opportunities in Highlands!

•Biz/org news•

H-C Hospital names ‘Colleagues of the Year’
Congratulations to Highlands-Ca-

shiers Hospital and Eckerd Living Center’s 
Colleague of  the Year Award recipients 
Jessica Brooks, RN, and Jeffrey Hawkins, 
Environmental Services. The winners were 
selected after receiving numerous submis-
sions from their fellow colleagues about 
their consistent hard work and dedication. 
The awards were revealed during a recent 
celebration and reception at the hospital.

 “I continue to owe a debt of  gratitude 
to our extraordinary team of  healthcare 
workers of  Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
and Eckerd Living Center.” said Tom Neal, 
Chief  Executive Officer and Chief  Nursing 
Officer for Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
“We’re so proud of  Jessica and Jeffrey for 
the compassion and dedication they bring 
to their roles at our hospital each and every 
day!”

From left: Jessica Brooks, RN and Jeffrey Hawkins, Environmental Services.



You remember us on Main Street but You remember us on Main Street but WE MOVEDWE MOVED!!
  ... 2 miles south of Main on the Dillard Road... 2 miles south of Main on the Dillard Road

Please stop by and celebrate our re-opening in our new digs Please stop by and celebrate our re-opening in our new digs 
with lots of parking!with lots of parking!

                          – Nancy & Bob– Nancy & Bob

We still carry all your favorites and now so much more!We still carry all your favorites and now so much more!

We will beat anybody’s prices!We will beat anybody’s prices!

...on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
Lots of CATS PJs

Spanx
Shapeez
Wacoal

Lior
Krazy Larry

Lissette
Thea

P-Jamas

...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029
Ballin

St. Croix
Saxx

Hickey Freeman
Castaway

Pantherella
Samuelsohn

Haupt
Alberto

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands,NC 28741
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visithighlandsnc.com

11     8:30 
MAY 14

am pm

Meander in May
T H E  A R T  O F  H I G H L A N D S ,  N C

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC



Elect 

I
Effective leaders live by strong values that shape and guide their decisions and behaviors. , 
As a 9th generation Macon County resident and 31d generation law enforcement officer, I 
have always remained connected to Macon County roots through direct involvement 
with church, the school system, volunteer services and involvement with youth 
activities. As Sheriff, my passion for direct, hands-on, community-based policies would be 
a constant throughout the department My wife and I take pride in our pubic servant 
household who values community involvement and the youth of Macon County. 
1.1 ncreased DIRECT Involvement with our Community 
- Community contact/face-to-face interactions
- MCSO Sponsored Events - Community Pa trols
- Local Business Checks i! 

2.  Youth & Young Adult Support
- SROs continue to ser ve teachers & students through the county
- Presence in the schools across the county
- Continued Shop With A Cop
- Encouragement of local law enforcement to volunteer with community 
youth organizations; making a positive impact with younger generations

- Creating a par tnership with various outreach programs throughout the 
county (i.e. Literacy Council, Rotary Clubs, youth sports, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, e tc.)

3. Officer Retention, Sustainability+ Support
- Build Rappor t
- Exit Sur veys

- Positive Work Culture
- Support LEO families
- Continue to fight for equitable pay for local law enforcement

4.  War on Drugs
5.  Macon County is not a safe haven for criminals!
6. Protect our citizens and youth
7. Multi-Agency Narcotics Unit
8. lncreased community presence
9. lncreased invol vement with the youth of Macon County

10.  A vailability of Reha bi Ii tat ion programs and resources

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT BRENT HOLBROOKS 

Early Voting begins
Thursday, April 28 

The Primary is
Tuesday, May 17

...CLERK continued from page 18
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They also hear incompetency cases, guard-
ianship cases, adoptions, Chapter 49 Fore-
closures, legitimation cases just to name a 
few. In total there are 46 different types of  
cases the Elected Clerk of  Superior Court 
has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate.

The Elected Clerk is a Comptroller. 
They are responsible for receiving, invest-
ing and distributing millions of  dollars 
from court fees, fines and traffic citations. 
In Macon County approximately 2.9 mil-
lion dollars has come through the office 
this fiscal year. 

As a magistrate I have handled hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dollars from bonds, 
marriage fees and wildlife citations. I take 
pride in knowing that after every audit that 
has been conducted, my books have bal-
anced every year for the past eight years 
and they will continue to do so when I am 
elected. 

The Elected Clerk is a custodian of  
records. They are responsible for the integ-
rity of  each and every case that is filed. I 
ensure that the integrity will be continuous-
ly met both in paper filings and in digital 
filings with the new odyssey case manage-
ment system. 

Elected Clerks are administrators. 
From streamlining the issuing summons to 
court to docketing every criminal and civil 
case to compelling witnesses to court, this 
is another important function of  the office. 

The Elected Clerk of  Superior Court 
should be knowledgeable in all of  these 
areas because above all they are a leader. I 
choose to lead from the front. I will be out 
front with my staff  working either in the 
courtroom, the office, or as the Ex Officio 
Judge of  Probate to provide the citizens 
with the most Efficient and Effective Judi-
ciary for which they deserve.”

Trammel: “The Clerk of  Superior 
Court has five main responsibilities: Judge 
of  probate, Records keeper, Administra-
tor, Comptroller and Leader,” said Tram-
mel. “It’s important that the voters under-
stand and realize that the Judicial Branch 
in North Carolina established these and 
from there it is broken down into subtop-
ics. Why this is important to understand is 
because, this allows and requires that ev-
eryone in the state of  North Carolina has 
the access to information and receives the 
same level of  care across the state. 

Therefore, the only difference that 
separates the candidates is who they are 
and their leadership experiences. I have 
over 25 years of  service to the people of  
Macon County in a leadership role. A role 
that required me to tend to a variety of  

people, one that was in the political arena, 
and a role that required me to get the job 
done and done with excellence.”

What is your 5-year vision for the clerk’s office?
Lamb: “My five-year vision in the of-

fice would be to obtain more public service 
computer terminals so that the public has 
better access to come in and look up court 
records. Continually improve service to the 
public. I want to accomplish my plan by 
creating better transparency, accountability, 
simplicity and consistency within the office.”

Stamey: “My 5-year vision is simple. 
Bring the Clerk of  Court office into the 
21st century,” said Stamey. “I will do this 

by providing cross-training opportunities to 
both deputy and assistant clerks and utilize 
that knowledge for the benefit of  the pub-
lic. Also, implement the new Odyssey case 
management system and educate the public 
on the workings of  the judiciary and how to 
file and receive judgments digitally.”

Trammel: “My initial priority is going 
to focus on improving customer services 
and ensure that we provide ALL services 
available through the clerk’s office to the 
citizens of  Macon County. There’s been a 
lot of  discussion about the new Odyssey 
program that’s supposed to be coming out 
in the next few years and I am definitely a 

fan of  the services that it would bring,” said 
Trammel. “It would be especially beneficial 
for the Highlands and Nantahala area resi-
dents. The benefits of  sitting at your home 
or office and answering a few questions 
online, preparing court documents (such as 
absolute divorce, name change, small claims 
or summary ejectment– to name a few) or 
pay a ticket, ask for a reduction, compliance 
or dismissal. We are already way behind 
schedule with this program and even at a 
more basic level, the care we offer our com-
munity. There are many other issues such as 
safety and more that need to be addressed 

• See CLERK page 30
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Bear Shadow at Winfield Farm April 29-May 1

Music, food & family
– Photos by Kim Lewicki
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Paid for by Citizens to Elect Clay Bryson}-\ -r-r }-\ c; J� J J\J 0 CJ u I{ 
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Step 1: Educating our youth 

• Revamp DARE programs in ALL schools
• Bring back MCSO's cadet program to

build relationships, trust, and respect

Step 2: Reorganizing 
the  Narcotics Unit 

• Increase patrol coverage in Nantahala,
Highlands, Otto, and Burningtown

• Move K9 Unit under Narcotics Unit for
additoinal manpower and expertise

Step 3:Focus on recovery 
and rehabilitation 

• Increase rehabilitation programs within
the jail

• Build additional partnerships with new
organizations for resources post release

Clay 

BRYSON 
for Macon County Sheriff 



Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

John 3:16

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 27

•sPirituaLLy sPeaking•
American 
Malaise: 
Vacuous 

Faith

Rev’d Jim Murphy, 
Christ Anglican Church, 
Highlands-Cashiers, NC

In an effort to aid our common understanding, the Eng-
lish word “malaise” principally means: experiencing 
weakness, being unfocused, lethargic, uneasy and with-

out spirit. Synonyms would include: anxious, distress, dol-
drums, and melancholy. This is an important idea to keep 
in mind when we consider the spiritual estate of  our nation 
and world. 

The intrepid individuals who fled religious and political 
tyranny and settled in North America, were inspired by and 
largely founded our country upon a vibrant, full-orbed faith 
in Jesus Christ. The religious passion of  our American for-
bearers was decidedly lively and substantive. It was anything 
but lethargic or unfocused. If  anyone cares to read early 
American history, they would come to the conclusion that 
our “Christian faith” should never have been thought to be 
vacuous. However, during the course of  time, in our era 
and in our country, faith has in large measure has become 
religiously and spiritually melancholic, trending toward a 
certain degree of  emptiness. Why do you think that is?

Prosperity, along with the human ideas of  progres-
sivism and pluralism are mostly to blame for our religious 
malaise. We should have seen it coming. Moses rallied the 
Chosen People of  Israel on the far side of  the Jordan River 
before they would cross into the Promised Land. In Deuter-
onomy chapter 8, God through Moses repeatedly encour-
ages his people to “remember.” Our almighty Father and 
Creator, the Giver of  all good things, knew of  the human 
propensity toward forgetting and pride. Throughout history 
we have seemed to develop faith-amnesia, especially when 
times are good, that all of  our blessings have their origin in 
God alone. So the Lord’s encouragement to “remember” 
was as much to say, “please don’t fool yourselves, give credit 
where credit is due, and act (live) accordingly. Thereby and 
therefrom things will steadily improve. Like nations before 
us, we didn’t take the Lord’s message to heart. American 
prosperity has helped to cause a spiritual forgetfulness 
which has contributed to our religious vacuousness.

Progressivism, the political philosophy that values indi-
vidual rights ahead of  the group and all of  it ahead of  God, 
contributed to the malaise. Freedom from tradition and the 
Judeo-Christian values that undergirded our country’s mor-
al fabric were derided. Mankind has mistakenly understood 
to be “morally good” and full of  potential to conqueror 
and overcome anything. God has steadily become obsolete 
in progressivism while anxiety and emptiness have grown, 
even in many of  the Christian churches of  America. 



•PoLice & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries from April 26. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials have been used. 

April 26
• At 7:50 a.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle ac-

cidednt on NC 106 and Talley Road.
April 40
• At 8:30 p.m., Laura Alexis Encarnacao, 38, of Mont-

gomery, OH, was arrested for DUI when she was pulled 
over on US 64. She was issued a $2,500 unsecured bond. 
Her trial date is June 15.

May 1
• A minute after midnight, Robert Lane Phillips, 32, 

of Demopolis, AL, was arrested for DUI and a safe move-
ment violation when he was pulled over on Arnold Road. 
He was issued a $1,500 unsecured bond. His trial date 
is June 1.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from April 
26.

April 26
• At 1:26 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Tudor Hall Lane.
• At 11:01 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Big View Dr.

April 28
• At 12:39 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Big View Dr.
April 29
• At 6:48 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Hemlock Drive.
• At 2:50 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence in Village Walk.
• At 3:03 p.m., the dept., stood by for the MAMA he-

licopter at the town ballfield.
• At 8:41 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Azalea Lane.
• At 8:45 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Azalea Lane.
April 30
• At 8:50 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Azalea Lane.
May 1
• At 1:18 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Old Rock Road.
• At 8:11 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Whiteside Cove Road.
• At 9:09 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence at VZ Top.
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...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 26

Register online at http://www.clehighlands.com 
or call 828-526-8811

2022 Upcoming Events
at the

Center for Life Enrichment

THE CURIOUS MIND
KNOWS NO BOUNDS

Center for Life 
Enrichment

www.clehighlands.com 
828-526-8811  

office@clehighlands.com

812339

• Beginner Drawing Workshop
6 sessions: May 31 and June 2,6,11. Time: 1-4pm. 
Cost: $35/$45
Instructor Freddie Flynt

• Restoration & Renovation of “Playmore”
(Home Tour)
Tuesday, May 17th. Time: 10a-noon. 
Cost$40/$50 
Presenters:  John Mitchener and Heath Massey, 
Owners

• Interpretive Hike:  Spring Wildflowers at
Panthertown
Wednesday, May 18th. Time: 9a-noon. 
Cost: $50/$60 
Guide:  Adam Bigelow

• Tracing Your Ancestry
Thursday, May 19th. Time: 2-4p. 
Cost:  $25/$35 
Presenter:  Theron Rogers

• Intro to iPhone/iPad
Monday, May 23rd. Time: 10a-noon. 
Cost:  $40/$50 
Instructor:  Loraine Smith

• Setting on iPhone/iPad
Monday, May 23rd. Time: 1-2p. 
Cost:  $40/$50 
Instructor:  Loraine Smith

• Birding 101:  In the Field
Tuesday, May 24th. Time: 9a-noon. 
Cost:  $25/$35 
Guide:  Brock Hutchins

• The Placemakers Academy of Garden Design: a
3-Part Series in Home Landscape Design
Part 1:  Set Yourself Up for Garden Success!
Wednesday, May 25. Time:  10a-noon. 
Cost:  $60/$70 
Presenters:  Mary Palmer Dargan & Arielle McIntyre.

May Schedule

Pluralism, the step-child of  progressivism, where 
all truths are welcome and all truths are relative, followed 
quickly. Of  course, the whole idea of  multiple “truths” is 
oxymoronic and we’re morons if  we accept it. Neverthe-
less, pluralism has served to heighten our current state of  
spiritual malaise. When everyone’s truth is seen as having 
equal validity, we all lose, especially God, who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.

Be that as it may, all is not lost. God’s word is replete 
with encouragements for us to “repent and return” to him 
so that he might forgive and heal. Take a moment to read 

biblical book of  2nd Chronicles, chapter 7. That passage 
teaches that people and nations who offer a unified and 
concerted petition of  prayer, including recognition of  and 
repentance for our sinfulness and malaise, that God will hear 
and heal a land and people. If  we believe that nothing is 
impossible (Luke 1:37), that nothing is too hard (Genesis 
18:14) for God, then we ought to take him at his word and 
pray. Pray therefore that religious vacuity will come to end, 
that our land would be healed, and that real hope with hon-
est truth would be restored—and all to his glory.

...BEAR SIGNS continued from page 1
Trail signs in the area.

The signs explain it all: “This is Bear Country; It is rare 
to see a bear, but caution is needed; Black bears are seldom 
aggressive unless provoked; NEVER feed or approach a 
bear; Pack out ALL food and waste; Dogs MUST be leashed; 
NEVER run from a bear ... back away; Don’t leave food in 
cars.”

Strain said both the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust 
and the Greenway Committee have agreed to erect the signs 
(provided by the taskforce) on their trails in and around 
Highlands. It’s expected the Highlands Nature Center will 
follow suit.

“There have been several bear interactions reported on 
the Nature Center trails,” said Strain. “It has not been a big 
problem on the trails in town except for Sunset Rock where 
bears often approach picknickers but thankfully there have 
been no injuries that I’ve heard about.”

There have been plenty of  stories in the last decade of  
interactions with bears and dogs, some deadly.

• See BEAR SIGNS page 30



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 
Enter from the rear.)

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

RICARDO MORALES

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Residential
Commercial

Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
Sheetrock Repair

Wallpaper Removal
Log Homes

Decks

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING

828-524-1391 • 828-332-0525
murphyspaintco@gmail.com

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
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•cLassiFieDs•
FOR SALE
OLD TOWN CANOE. 16’, electric motor, ac-

cessories. $500.Call 828-743-3774 (st. 4/14)
FIREWOOD – Small pickup load $120. Call 828-

369-7754. (st. 4/7)
HELP WANTED
THE DRY SINK IS HIRING! We have several 

entry level positions open. We are fun, face-paced, 
hard working, and we love our customers! If you love 
to cook or just enjoy helping folks, pop by for an ap-
plication at 450 Main St. Highlands, or email Sam at 
shays@thedrysink.com.We are open 7 days at week, 
10a-5p Monday-Saturday and 1-5p Sundays. (st. 5/5) 

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS HEALTH FOUN-
DATION – We are seeking a Marketing Specialist to 
join our dedicated team! If you have experience in 
todayâ€™s marketing and communications environ-
ment we would love to hear from you. A broad scope 
of marketing skills is required. Excellent compensation 
and benefits package. Please visit our website for more 

information www.hchealthfnd.org or email r.tindall@
hchealthfnd.org. (5/5) 

SPARTINA 449 -- Now hiring full time retail as-
sistant manager and part time sales. Great benefits and 
perks. Competitive wages. Apply in person 394 Main St. 
Highlands, 828-787-1178. (st. 4/21) 

HIGHLANDS INN - Now hiring Guest service 
representatives for all shifts, all days. Part time or Full-
time. We are flexible. Email Resume to : sales@high-
landsinnlodge.com, stop by for an application or give us 
a call at 828-526-5899. (st. 4/14)

HOTWIRE COMMUNICATIONS is HIRING!
LOCAL Highlands opportunities. FULL-TIME, year-

round, customer facing, account management & sales 
jobs available. Excellent pay & benefits. Forward your 
resume to mike.hall@hotwiremail.com(st. 4/7)

COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGHLANDS 
is seeking additional therapists. Looking for a place 
where you can build or add to your private practice, 
provide mental health care to those in need, and be 
part of a counseling center that is dedicated to the be-
havioral health needs of all members of the community 
regardless of ability to pay? Our Center is looking for 
licensed therapists who share this mission and YOU 
may be one. If you are interested – or just want to learn 
more about the Center – let us know by sending an 
introductory email with your resume to info@coun-
seling-center.org. We look forward to hearing from you. 
REQUIREMENTS: Master’s Degree or higher in coun-
seling, psychology or related field; Licensed in North 
Carolina in related discipline/s; Must have a minimum 
of 2 years of experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativ-
ity, and a spirit of collaboration; Along with full-pay, will-
ing to see clients-in-need at a reduced fee; Counseling 
Center will reimburse the difference between reduced 
fee up to $75. PREFERRED: Strong Clinical skills, includ-
ing areas of assessment; diagnosis; crisis & case manage-
ment; Independent decision-making skills; Experience 
and desire to lead workshops and/or groups as out-
reach to the Highlands community CRITICAL NEED 
FOR THE AREA: Specialty in Substance Abuse; Bi-lingual 
(Spanish & English)(st. 4/7)

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT is looking to hire 
a full time, experienced server. Hours of operation are 
Tuesday-Saturday for dinner only. Please contact Laura 
Huerta at 803-617-8484. (st. 4/7) 

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY has full and part-
time positions open for a Certified Pharmacy Techni-
cian and a clerk/merchandiser. No nights, no Sundays, 
and great co-workers. Pay and benefits determined by 
position, qualifications, & experience. Apply in person or 
contact Sherry Sims 828-526-2366. (st. 4/7)

CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED IN CA-
• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

Counseling Center of 
Highlands

At The Peggy Crosby Center
348 S. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 

For more information please contact 
us at info@counseling-center.org or 

864-481-0598.

Mission:
The Counseling Center strives to strengthen families and 

individuals by providing access to quality mental health 
services regardless of financial ability. 

www.counseling-center.org

RICARDO MORALES

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com
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Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Black-Tie to BBQ 
Catering

Bar-b-ques • Company Picnics
Laus • Seafood Boils 

Corporate Catering
Breakfast • Luncheons 
Cocktail Receptions

Personal Chef Services
Weekly Meal Plans • Parties

Organic & Dietary Restricted 
Menus

CHEFS2GO
CATERING & PERSONAL 

CHEF SERVICES
RICK SIMEK
CHEF/OWNER

828-743-3145 / 561-345-0652
Chefricksimek@gmail.com



REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, big 

garage on 3.14 acres land, water, sewage, 
WI-Fi, AC, private paved road, mountain 
view. (st. 10/7) 

SERVICES 
H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 

HANDYMAN – Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumb-
ing and electric, decks and additions. Free 
estimates. Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-
4071. (9/22) 

STOP PAYING AGENCY PRIC-
ES – Call me! Private, Personal and Profes-
sional caregiver, companion or sitter. I am 
available to work with each clients needs, 
days and hours. 828-507-1692. (st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? I can 
do it. Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (4/28)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying 
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208. 

SHIERS, NC. A church is interested in 
hiring a capable pianist as worship leader, 
immediately. High hourly pay. Respond 
to Molly @ 828-507-5153 or christan-
glicancashiers@yahoo.com 

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER 
is looking to hire a full-time individual 
to assist in the paint department. Du-
ties will include mixing paint, assisting 
customers with color selections and 
sundry items, stocking shelves and daily 
cleaning. Must be able to lift 50 pounds. 
This individual must be dependable, self-
motivated, have great customer service 
skills and be willing to learn. We will of-
fer on-the-job training, so experience is 
not necessary. For more information, call 
Derek Taylor @ 828-200-9226, or stop 
by Cashiers Color Center to fill out an 
application. (6/9) 

HIGHLANDS EXCURSION is 
hiring guides/drivers. Email us at adven-
ture4118@gmail.com. (st. 3/10)

WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT Looking for full-time line cook 
and waitstaff. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
or email wom2@me.com. (st. 2/17)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted 
Living Facility looking for Med Aides, 
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff. 
You may apply in person at 24 Club-
house Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 
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...CLERK continued from page 23...CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 29
and handled properly.”

Highlands and Nantahala residents have a 
significant distance to travel to visit the Clerk’s office, 
what, if  anything, can be done to better serve these 
residents?

Lamb: “One of  the first plans of  ac-
tions I plan to undertake as Clerk of  Court 
is to have a magistrate in Highlands at least 
once a week so the residents there have 
closer access for assistance,” said Lamb. 
“Also, we have a website that can help with 
all forms, civil packets, how to get a citation 
dismissed, court dates, and calendars.”

Stamey: “Macon County only has one 
courthouse. However, that doesn’t mean 
that we cannot be proactive in providing 
those citizens in rural areas with the capa-
bility to access the courts,” said Stamey. 
“As long as they have internet connectivity, 
the citizens will have access to the courts 
through eCourts. This includes a guide and 
file system to a number of  filings. By 2024, 
all filings and judgments will be conducted 
digitally. If  you would like more information 
about the eCourts system and how to start 
a filing, please visit www.nccourts.gov/ser-
vices.”

Trammel: “These are the areas where 
the Odyssey system would be beneficial but 
this is definitely an area that I’ve been think-
ing about for years,” said Trammel. “It’s so 
frustrating to me to see these residents trav-
eling this distance for jury duty, only to find 
out when they arrive that they are not need-
ed. Better communication needs to be estab-
lished. The current process would be for the 
person to phone in to the clerk’s office, to 
find out if  they are needed the next day. 

It is my intention to fix this and also 
establish and utilize social media to help 
keep everyone updated with current issues 
and court matters. At the present time, 
documents are required to be recorded at 
the clerk’s office with a time stamp. Which 
means, until we have a solution to that, travel 
to Franklin will be required for documents.

My slogan is “it’s about people, not 
politics.” If  elected, you are entrusting me to 
serve you the best ways possible and that’s 
my comment to all of  Macon County– to 
serve you to the best of  my abilities.”

Any additional details or information you 
would like to say?

Lamb: “My roots are here in Macon 
County and that’s a large part of  what moti-
vates me to serve our community. From my 

grandparents, the late Chief  Ernie Wright 
and Gladys Wright, to my parents, Charles 
and Gloria Thun, I was raised to appreciate 
hard work and the rewards that come from 
service,” said. Lamb. “For the last 21 years I 
have worked with the public and within the 
court system and currently hold the posi-
tion of  Assistant Clerk of  Superior Court. 
My goal is to listen to the people of  Macon 
County and provide a positive and effec-
tive Clerk’s office. It would be an honor 
to further that goal as the elected Clerk of  
Court.”

Stamey: “The next Elected Clerk of  
Superior Court should have the necessary 
education and experience to serve the citi-
zens of  Macon County,” said Stamey. “I 
am the only candidate in this race with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and 
a Minor in Criminal Justice and over 30 Ju-
diciary Certifications. Also, I am the only 
candidate with over eight years of  firsthand 
experience from the judge’s bench to be 
your next Ex Officio Judge of  Probate. It 
is not oblivious to me that each judgment 
that is rendered has real world impact to 
our community and extends beyond than 
the courthouse step. A vote for Justin 
Stamey is a vote for Experience, Fairness 
and Dedication to serving you, the citizens 
of  Macon County.”

Trammel: “As a Christian and Re-
publican, I hold to conservative values. I 
have been a Republican for over 35 years 
and have changed nothing about myself  to 
try and win the voter’s favor. I see myself  
as a public servant, not a politician,” said 
Trammel. “I am motivated by a strong de-
sire to serve the citizens of  Macon County 
in the role of  Clerk of  Superior Court and I 
pledge to attend to the needs of  the people 
over the demands of  politics, retain an ap-
proachable stance, and treat all interactions 
with the public with total confidentiality. 
I’ve heard the phrase “experience matters,” 
and I believe that, but it has to be the right 
kind of  experience. 

“This is a leadership position that re-
quires invaluable leadership experience to 
serve all of  Maon County. I am not seeking 
this position for political gain or any kind 
of  “power”, I simply want to help you and 
am committed to serve you to the best of  
my abilities. I would implore you to con-
sider me, Mike Trammel, to be your next 
Clerk of  Superior Court.”

Although the town has a leash law, res-
idents say a lot of  people are hiking up on 
Satulah Mountain with dogs not on leashes. 

“That could wind up being a danger-
ous situation,” said Strain. “While using a 
leash doesn’t guarantee no problems with 
bears, it certainly minimizes the potential 
for a dangerous situation. Dogs are apt to 
bark and approach a bear, putting the bear 
on the defensive. They aren’t aggressive ex-
cept in rare instances, but they will defend 
themselves against a perceived threat.” 

Strain said so far, aside from a few 
sightings in town things have been calm 
bear-wise. “We aim to keep it that way!” she 
said.

The Bear signs are available to clubs, 

communities and individuals for about $25, 
though the exact price hasn’t been finalized. 
For more information, email bearwnc@
gmail.com. 

Strain said the taskforce is also work-
ing on providing kits to retrofit regular trash 
cans to make them bear-resistant, like the 
ones required for residents in town.  

To learn everything you need to know 
about living with bears, go to www.Bear-
Wise.org where there are many bear-related 
products are available. 

If  you do see a bear, go to the town’s 
website at www.highlandsnc.org and click 
the link on the home page to report the 
sighting or report any bear problems.

– Kim Lewicki

...BEAR SIGNS continued from page 27



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

SOLD

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
7 days a 

week
11a-3:30p 

&
5:30-til? 

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

It was a privilege 
to work with you.

114 N. 4th Street   1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300                (828) 526.4104
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TRANSACTIONS

$1M
AVERAGE SALE PRICE

#1 REAL ESTATE FIRM
ON THE PLATEAU

$291 MILLION
SALES VOLUME 2021

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

B R I A N  R E N F R O
B R O K E R - R E A L T O R

CELL: 828-226-0118
BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663


