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The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
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www.mcculleys.com
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Autumn colors are popping

Typically, the first place autumn shows her colors is on the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital campus and this year 
was no exception.								        – Photo by Kim Lewicki

Hungry 
bears will 
likely be 

coming for 
a visit

By Cynthia Strain
Chairperson of  the B.E.A.R. 
Task Force

October is the month when 
bears go into a stage called hyper-
phagia to prepare for hibernation. 
Surviving several months in a den 
without food means a bear must 
pack on several inches of  fat, and 
that requires a bear to eat some 
20,000 calories a day through the 
autumn months. Bears are literally 
desperate for food at this time, 
and therefore are more likely to 
enter our yards in search of  it.

This is where you come in. 
Keep bears, pets and yourself  safe 
by making sure bears don’t find 
anything to eat in your yard. Oth-

By Brittney Lofthouse
There are just a few short 

weeks until the 2022 election, 
with the early voting period set 
to begin Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022, 
and ending at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov.r 5, 2022. Registered vot-

ers or eligible individuals in North 
Carolina may cast an absentee bal-
lot in person during this time. This 
period is sometimes called “one-
stop early voting.” 

This November, voters will 
have the chance to vote for Sher-

iff, Clerk of  Superior Court, Reg-
ister of  Deeds, and Soil and Water 
Conservation District Supervisor 
as well, although those races are all 
uncontested and feature just one 
candidate, with the exception of  

Election update and first Q&A: BOE

Highlands School Sports

The week 
that was 

On Monday, Oct. 3, High-
lands High School Girls Golf  
team won the Smoky Mountain 
Conference Team Championship. 
This is the first Smoky Mountain 
Conference Girls Golf  Team in 
Champions in Conference his-
tory.

Anna Stiehler finished 1st 
and Brooke Fogarty 2nd. The 
team won by 27 shots over the 
second-place team. 

Highlands Varsity Boys Soc-
cer had a 2-1 win over Blue Ridge 
School.

Tues., Oct. 4, Highlands Var-
sity Volleyball had a 3-0 win over 
Blue Ridge School. 

Highlands Varsity Boys Soc-
cer had a 9-0 win over Tri County 

Girls Golf, Varsity Boys 
Soccer, HS Volleyball, 

Cross Country & 
MS Swimming
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The Andersons failed to read the fine 
print when they joined the 
Antarctic Rescue Society.

I was in Raleigh this past week-
end; the trip wasn’t govern-
ment related, but rather I 

was accompanying my wife, Sal-
lie, who was in a major statewide 
art exhibition. We attended the 
opening awards ceremony.

I served as a chauffeur as 
we traveled that long I-40 cor-
ridor. At every stop we saw that 
election signs were everywhere. 
When we arrived in Raleigh I no-
ticed the same cornucopia of  election signs, 
but I also noticed a sign among the many 
that said, “Save Our Neighborhoods.” I im-
mediately thought it referenced the short-
term rental issue.

After a quick internet search, I discov-
ered that was not exactly the case. The save 
our neighborhood group was concerned 
about recent zoning changes in residential 
neighborhoods in Raleigh. The Raleigh 
town council recently modified R1 zoning 
regulations to allow higher densities and 
also permit multiple family units such as 
duplexes, triplexes, and town homes in R1. 
In addition, the council apparently allowed 
older estate home tracks to be converted 

to high density condos and town 
homes.

The mayor and council con-
tend that these changes will ad-
dress the housing shortage in Ra-
leigh that large cities like Raleigh 
are currently facing. The neighbor-
hood groups counter that chang-
ing R1 zoning is not the way to 
address the issue. They point out 
that many of  these new units will 
be sold at prices well over a mil-

lion dollars and will increase density in these 
neighborhoods.

Now I do not want to take sides on this 
issue that is facing the folks in Raleigh. On 
the other hand, I’m pretty sure these chal-
lenges to historical zoning codes will be chal-
lenged in many towns and cities throughout 
our state and nation. Don’t be surprised if  
these issues surface here in Highlands. In 
many ways these zoning changes, like in Ra-
leigh, undermine residential zoning practices 
that were established when the US Supreme 
Court upheld zoning in the 1920s.

In Highlands our residential zoning 
and densities have been driven by state wa-
tershed regulations. Much of  our R1 and R2 
zones are in the critical watershed that the 
state established. The size of  lots per hous-
ing unit is set by these regulations. For in-
stance, in the critical R1 areas a minimum 
one acre per residential unit is mandated. 
These regulations are in place primarily to 
protect the watershed of  this unique eco 
system. I believe they strike a balance be-
tween preserving the natural environment 
and the need for living space.

In the future, these zoning and develop-
ment issues will be a process that is guided 
by concepts outlined in the recently adopted 
Highlands Comprehensive Community 
Plan. I anticipate external pressures to zon-
ing coming from state and federal sources. 
At the national level the overarching back-
drop is the growing need to meet the ba-
sic housing needs for a large sector of  the 
population. Ironically, as a nation we have 
an ample supply of  vacation rental homes, 
yet a very short supply of  long-term hous-
ing. There may be drivers to this issue that 
emerge that are well beyond local control

Residential zoning changes are afoot in NC
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Immerse yourself in the spirit of  fall 
 with seasonal food and beverages 

 throughout the resort.

at Old Edwards

Through October 31

View Details
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

It’s All About Location

I’m sure you’ve heard the adage that pro-
claims the three most important things 
about real estate are location, location, 

location. While nobody knows for certain 
where that phrase originated, it is believed 
to have been coined by Lord Harold Samuel 
in 1944 when he founded Land Securities, 
one of  the UK’s largest property companies. 
Regardless of  its origins, that phrase has 
proven to be almost prophetic. Location is 
king when it comes to real estate.

Being in the real estate business, people 
ask us almost daily about the market con-
ditions and how our area is being impacted 
by the volatility in the economy. Well, as 
indicated above, what we have going for 
us above all is location, location, location. 
People want to come to the Highlands and 
Cashiers plateau. Nobody is forced to live 
here year-round or to own a second home 
here; they choose to be here. There is some-
thing magical about our mountains, and the 
area draws people to it.

We are a little pocket of  heaven here 
on earth. Does it rain a lot? Sure, it does, 
but that is what makes our area so lush 

and keeps our temperatures cool even in 
the summer months. Does it get crowded? 
Most certainly, but all those visitors to the 
area keep our businesses vibrant and strong. 
Do we lack big box stores or other conve-
niences found in larger cities and town? We 
do, but that is part of  what makes this area 
so special. Our local shops, restaurants, and 
other businesses with local ties, along with 
the people who own and run them, make 
up our thriving community and creates a 
place like no other. This community attracts 
visitors, many of  whom decide they’d like 
to become residents, too. It really is a circle 
that swirls around -- wait for it -- location, 
location, location.

And what does all that have to do with 

the real estate market? Because of  the 
inherent desire to be on the plateau, our 
market continues to be strong. But, you 
ask, what about the rising interest rates or 
the soaring property prices? 

In addition to the plateau being a place 
where people just want to live, either full-
time or part-time, we have the additional 
benefits of  having very financially secure 
first- and second- (and third-) homeown-
ers, most of  whom are cash buyers. Simply 
put, we are not as heavily influenced by 
rising mortgage rates as a primary, metro-
politan market is. As for soaring property 
prices, the good news for buyers is that 
we are seeing a softening there. No, prices 
aren’t going off  a cliff, but they are go-
ing through an adjustment. Sellers are still 
enjoying appreciation on the homes they 
purchased, but the appreciation may be 
slightly less than it was a month or so ago. 
We also have more inventory than we have 
had the past two years. This is good news 
for buyers as they have more properties to 
choose from now. 

What does this mean for the future of  
real estate on the plateau? Honestly, I don’t 
know that answer. I often wish, as I’m sure 
you do too, that I had a crystal ball or the 
gift of  prognostication. What I do know is 
that you simply cannot beat our location, 
location, location!

• Tricia Cox is Broker in Charge of  the 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows 
Mountain Realty office in Cashiers. 828-526-
1717 or tricia@bhhsmmr.com 

Tricia Cox, BIC
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty 
Cashiers

Colors are popping out everywhere! 			    – Photo by Bob Sutton
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The Michaud/Rauers Group
Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers (seated)

Tom Goldacker, Alex Michaud & John Muir
(and good boy Marlowe in front)

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network.

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, Judy & Mitzi earned 
the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond (Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, 2020, & 

2021 and ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Judy & Mitzi are Certified Luxury Collection Specialists.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 JOHN 
MUIR: (404) 245-7027

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

The Woodcrest (rendering above left) is the first home in a new community to 
be built on the corner of 1st and Oak streets by Sanctuary Developers and their 
local team of Summit Architecture, Futral Construction, and Byrd Landscape 
Design. JIM WEINBERG, Creative Director for Sanctuary Developers, has put his 
award-winning touch on these homes; they will exude the best of mountain 
modern design, embrace the mountain lifestyle, and the desire for upscale living. 
The homes being planned for Sanctuary on First 
epitomize the developers’ goal of making sure that 
the homeowner feels cocooned, protected, and 
pampered in their own home. Contact us today to 
learn more about this exceptional development.

THE RIDGECREST
MLS# 99179 | $4,995,000

THE WOODCREST MLS# 
98918 | $4,995,000

In Due
Diligence

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 488 Main St, Highlands | 2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, | 196 Burns St, Cashiers
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•Highlands Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30---o:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Preparing an of the good things on those days! 
493 Dillard Road 

828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!

•Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 8p for Music in the Park!

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Now delivering to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

•Letters•
Nancy Woods Stamp left us on Wednes-

day, October 5, 2022.
She was born on January 31, 1978, 

along with her twin Benjamin, in Newnan, 
GA to parents John P. Woods Jr. and Eliza-
beth Anderson Woods.

She is survived by her husband Jim and 
Shelby, their golden retriever of  Cashiers, 
NC. Nancy has three brothers: John, De-
Witt (Amy), and Benjamin (Ericka) all resid-
ing in the Cashiers area along with Pangie 
(Scott) Yeager of  Newnan GA. Nancy is 
also survived by her aunt and dear friend 
Joan Anderson of  Cashiers. Her other Woods family 
are nieces: Caroline, Mackenzie and Anne-Elizabeth and 
nephews Patrick, Anderson and Hank of  Cashiers. Nancy 

Nancy Woods Stamp
is also survived by her mother-in-law and 
father-in-law Von and Bob Stamp of  Flor-
ence, SC and her sister-in-law Vonni Stamp 
of  Round Hill, VA. 

Nancy had a beautiful soul and found 
the best in everyone. She was a constant 
ray of  sunshine to all who knew her. Who-
ever receives her blue eyes will be blessed 
to find goodness, kindness, and sincerity in 
everything. Nancy was a partner and Vice-
President of  Operations with BCDA, LLC 
of  Cashiers, NC.

She was preceded in death by her ma-
ternal grandparents John and Nancy (MaMa) Anderson of  
Florence, SC and John P. Woods (Big John) of  Cashiers 
and Martha (Gams) Woods of  Jasper GA. Her paternal 
grandparents: Dehra Harrell and Grandad Stamp of  Flor-
ence.

A private family memorial service was held on Sunday 
October 9, 2022, Pastor Aryn officiated.

In lieu of  flowers donations can be made to MD An-
derson, Houston TX; The Cashiers-Highlands Humane 
Society, or the charity of  your choice.

Online Condolences can be made at www.maconfu-
neralhome.com

Macon Funeral Home handled the arrangements.

•Biz/Org News •
MtnTop Rotary helps the 

McKim family
The Mountaintop Rotary Club of Highlands presented a $6205 
check to Kyle McKim, father of Barrett McKim, representing 
the lottery proceeds from the club’s recent efforts in support 
of the family’s medical needs for his son. Barrett was severely 
burned when a science experiment went horribly wrong. Bar-
rett’s mother was also injured when she acted to save Barrett 
from the fire. Kyle expressed his deep thanks and gratitude to 
the club and the community for the overwhelming love and 
concern the family had received. “We have been blown away 

with the amount 
of prayer, support 
and resources we 
have received. We 
know this is not a 
sprint, but a mara-
thon,” he said. The 
funds will help 
with medical bills 
and for specialized 
clothing for burn 
victims. Kyle spent 
weeks in the burn 
unit at the Medical 
College of Geor-
gia in Augusta, and 
he will require 
more surgeries in 
the future.

Kyle McKim



Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for 

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin, Lake Nantahala, 

Highlands, Cashiers and Lake Glenville

Buy Today

Spoil someone  
you lovE

Give an Old Edwards Gift Card

Easily order traditional gift cards and 
e-cards right from your computer, 

tablet, or phone. 
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•Ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

Books for a trip to Greece

Beyond planning my ward-
robe for a trip, I can’t 
think of  anything more 

important than ensuring I have 
plenty of  reading material. 

Because I don’t take paper-
backs on overseas trips, I care-
fully preload my Kindle, and 
several factors come into play as 
I make my selection.

First I check for available 
ebooks at the library. There 
are times I’ve been waiting for 
a hardback by a particular au-
thor, as that’s my preferred way to consume 
books, and I find the ebook is readily avail-
able. That’s a no-brainer, and I download it. 

I also follow several authors whose 
books aren’t available in any format at my 
local library. Many of  these are British au-
thors or their series are set in the UK. So, 
after downloading what I can from the li-
brary, I look on my Amazon wishlist. I sus-
pect most folks use the wishlist feature for 
things other than reading material, but mine 
contains only books.

I take great pleasure in perusing my 
wishlist and selecting vacation reading. The 
last time I visited Greece, I read several 
mysteries by Jeffrey Siger because his novels 
are set there. On this return trip, I decided 
to branch out, so without further ado, here’s 
what I’ll be reading on my October vaca-
tion.

1 Emma Jameson’s “Blue Christmas: 
Lord & Lady Hetheridge Mystery Series 
#6” was my first selection. If  you’re a regu-
lar reader of  my columns, you know I’m an 
Anglophile, so it’s fitting I’d choose a series 
set in England. 

2. While surfing Amazon, I discov-
ered the author has another series, so I also 
grabbed “Bones in the Blackout,” a cozy 
mystery set in WWII England. 

3. I recently wrote about the Electra 

McDonnel series by Ashley 
Weaver and how delighted I was 
to find she had another series. 
Click! “Murder at the Bright-
well,” the first book in her 
Amory Ames series landed on 
my Kindle. Happily, her books 
are available from the library.

4. Next was “Escaping 
Dreamland” by Charlie Lovett. 
I’ve read several books by this 
author, and I chose “The Book-
man’s Tale” as the book club 
selection in my first cozy mys-

tery—there’s always a book club meeting or 
literary festival in my books. That book was 
a mystery about book collecting and with a 
rare book central to the murder plot in my 
cozy, it was a perfect fit. Books are also cen-
tral to the plot in“Escaping Dreamland.”

5.	 Who knows how I stumbled 
across “The English Bookshop” but I was 
intrigued by the title. As soon as I read that 
the main character inherits a bookshop in 
England, I had to grab it.

Five books will probably suffice for a 
ten-day cruise, but there’s also a nine-hour 
flight on both ends of  the trip, so you never 
know. On my last Viking River Cruise, I 
finished one book on the flight over. The 
good news is that I can always use the ship’s 
wi-fi to download additional books if  need 
be. 

Here’s to happy reading whether it be 
stateside or overseas. 

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries in 
Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, at 
Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, and on 
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

The Highlands School Fall Festival is Saturday, Oct. 29 from 5-8 
p.m. There will be carnival games, bounce houses, a haunted house, 
a hayride, face-painting, a cake walk and a theme-box silent auction. 

A fun time for the entire family!

HS Fall Festival is coming up!
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Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the Carolinas. 
Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with a real estate company with 

comprehensive market coverage, strong regional roots and global connections. 

®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.

With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable force in real 
estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and world-class connections, the 

firm’s recent partnership with Allen Tate Realtors has only strengthened our ability to serve our clients.

240 Upper Brushy Face Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 | $3,695,000 | MLS #100886 

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179

237 Old Ford Road
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $4,250,000 | MLS #99008 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

Highlands-Downtown, Main Office | 828.526.8784 Wildcat Office/Cashiers Road | 828.526.4525
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

...BEARS continued from page 1

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

“Let Andrea Gabbard 
fine your perfect home.”

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateau 2020
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPERTY?
2.54 acres (2 lots + 4 BR home)

1415 Whiteside Mountain Road
Offered for $1,300,000

erwise they could 
become very bad 
guests that never 
go away. They 
could be so bad 
that they break 
into your house 
or car, and if  you 
ever saw a car de-
stroyed by a bear, 
you’d know that 
is not a desirable 
outcome!

Their natu-
ral diet in autumn 
consists of  acorns, 
walnuts, hickory 
nuts, chestnuts, 
mushrooms, lar-
vae and fruit. You 
will notice that 
French fries, grease, bread, and other gar-
bage is not on that list. Neither is birdseed. 
So, do yourself  and your neighbors a favor 
and keep that stuff  in a bear-proof  trashcan. 
Also, bring in those birdfeeders until bears 
den up for the winter, hopefully by early De-
cember. 

It also helps to know what to do if  
you encounter a bear. Instinct says, “RUN!” 
But that might trigger the bear’s instinct to 
chase, which could end badly. So keep your 
wits about you, calmly talk to the bear so it 
knows you are not a threat, and back away 
to a safe distance. Bears may look scary, but 
they are basically peaceful animals that pre-
fer to avoid confrontations.

If  you’re at home and see a bear from 

a distance, feel 
free to bang on 
a pot, yell or 
use an air horn 
or garden hose 
to encourage 
it to leave. You 
want it to get 
the message that 
it will find no 
comfort at your 
house.

Do keep 
dogs leashed be-
cause they can 
easily provoke a 
bear and end up 
seriously injured 
or, in rare cases, 
dead. Never in-
tervene physi-

cally if  a bear attacks your dog, as you will 
wind up injured as well.

Prevention is always better when it 
comes to problems with bears.

Brochures with more information on 
living and hiking/camping in bear country 
are available at Town Hall, the library and 
Highlands Visitor Center. The Town of  
Highlands provides a form on their web-
site for reporting bear sightings or prob-
lems with bears. Please reach out if  you 
need help.

B.E.A.R. (Bear Education and Re-
sources) is a task force of  MountainTrue. 
We welcome volunteers and donations to 
further our efforts. Contact us at (828) 526-
9227.
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Easy in-town living with this one-level contem-
porary ranch with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths a study 
and large 2-car garage/workshop. Open spaces 
with soaring glass, screened porch a grill vent 
and connects to a conversation deck with 
firepit. The living area and screen porch over-
look the noisy water of Mill Creek. Offered at 
$1,195,000. mls #98604

+/-5.3 beautiful, lush acres on Foreman Road 
with a subdivision plan for (4) four lots, (4) 
four 5-bedroom septic permits, with a com-
pletely remodeled cabin. This rare in-town 
parcel tucked in the woods is perfect for a 
private family retreat or small development. 
The property is walkable to town with ac-
cess from both Foreman Road and Cullasaja 
Drive and features a creek with two wa-
terfalls. The original, completely remodeled 
cabin has two large bedrooms, a bathroom 
with laundry, a full-length deck with ridge-
line views overlooking the creek, a stone 
fireplace, 2-car garage, and storage shed. Of-
fered at $2,499,000. mls #98627

Great family home has flat grassy spaces 
and lovely outdoor entertaining areas. View 
of Shortoff Mountain from the historic out-
door fireplace. 3-4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, of-
fice, 2-car garage and a 2-car carport. Move 
in condition. Offered at $1,174,000. mls 
#97458

Eastside Duck Mountain. This 3 bedroom 2 
bath has a spectacular view of Winfield Farm, 
Blue Valley and vistas to the south. Main 
floor has living room with fireplace, kitchen, 
dining room/sunroom with loads of win-
dows to experience the 180 degree view. 2 
guest bedrooms with a hall bath, upstairs has 
a huge master suite with fireplace and en-
suite bath. Great bones and ready for your 
own taste. Offered at $695,000. mls #98207

Located in desirable Mirror Lake, this 3-4 
bedroom, 2 bath cottage is in move-in condi-
tion or ready to personalize to your specific 
tastes. Light and airy, cathedral in living room, 
fireplace, cooks kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 1 bath 
on the main level with a deck that overlooks 
the small pond. Lower level has a sitting 
room, laundry, bedroom, bath and one-car 
garage. A great setting with water and pri-
vacy. Offered at $765,000. mls #98454

Do not miss this move in condition, spec-
tacular house located off Buck Creek Road 
on Western Rhodes Road. 3 bedrooms, plus 
additional flex spaces. Multiple fireplaces. 
Open Great Room concept with custom 
kitchen, plank wood floors, stone fireplace in 
the Great Room that flows onto a covered 
porch with hot tub spa. Masters on main 
and upper floors, plus guestrooms complete 
with baths. Outbuilding. and trails. Offered at 
$1,895,000. mls #100481

Located very close to town. 2 bedroom 2 bath 
with cathedral ceilings in living room and ad-
ditional sunroom. Large open deck that faces 
10 acres of protected common area. This is a 
great starter home. Offered at $675,000. mls 
#98663

Great view in town from this 3 bedroom, 3 
and 1/2 bath newly renovated home. Open 
kitchen/living/dining room with gas fireplace, 
covered front porch with stone wood burn-
ing fireplace, and powder room. Main level 
suite has a full bath, walk-in closet and pri-
vate deck to enjoy the view. Downstairs has 
two suites, one with a separate kitchenette. 
Covered parking. Priced to sell at $999,000. 
mls #98526

In town on Laurel Street conveniently located 
within walking distance to everything! This 
great property has a 3BR/2BA doublewide 
manufactured home in good condition with a 
large level backyard. The home has a large eat 
in kitchen open to the spacious family room. 
Master Bedroom with full bath and walk-in 
closet. Located adjacent to the Performing 
Arts Center. A great investment property. Live 
in the home or rent it out. A great opportu-
nity awaits! Call your Realtor today!! Offered 
at $450,000. mls #100737

This is a great package, 3 bedroom, 2 bath fully 
renovated home with stone patio & firepit, 
outdoor pizza oven. Great rental or home for 
personal use, this is a large business condo 
space that makes a nice office, man cave, and 
car storage area. There is an additional .98 acre 
that would be great for retail, or storage build-
ings to be built. Offered at $1,275,000. mls 
#98813

This wonderful estate home in Highlands 
Falls Country Club with all the amenities 
one would expect in a home of this qual-
ity with a breathtaking view of Whiteside 
Mountain. This post and beam home fea-
tures a grand main level bedroom suite with 
walk in closets, a jetted tub and shower and 
a guest bedroom and bath. Also on the main 
level you will find the living room with a 
stone, wood burning fireplace, wet bar, din-
ing room area and large kitchen. Upstairs 
you will find 2 large bedrooms and baths, a 
large entertaining area and office. Offered at 
$1,850,000. mls #98322

Own a truly unique Highlands Cabin! Lo-
cated less than 3 miles from Main Street 
and having over 19 acres of usable land, 
this true log cabin was added to an existing 
farmhouse, barn, meadow, views off the up-
per tier. A blank canvas to improve to your 
personal taste and have a family heirloom 
for another chapter. 4 bedrooms, stone 
fireplaces, retro kitchen, fantastic sleeping 
porch. This property has endless possibili-
ties! Offered at $3,575,000. mls #98048
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364 Main St, Highlands
(828) 526-9415

The Illustrated Version!

Now
Available!

Meet & Greet 

Toby West’s 2022 Artist: 

Friday, October 14th 1-5pm 

Saturday, October 15th 10-2pm 

IIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Join us for Drinks & Conversation 

341 Hwy 64W, Suite 103, Cashiers, NC 28717 

Clerk of  Superior Court. 
While Dinah Roper Mash-

burn’s name will be on the bal-
lot for the Democratic Party, she 
recently announced that she is 
suspending her campaign and is 
putting her support behind the 
Republican candidate and current 
interim Clerk of  Superior Court, 
Shawna Thun Lamb. 

Macon County residents will 
first cast their vote for the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioner 
District 1 seat – which represents 
the Highlands, Elijay, Flats, and 
Sugarfork area of  the county. Vot-
ers will pick between either High-
lands resident and unaffiliated 
candidate Jerry Moore, or Ellijay 
resident and Republican candi-
date John Shearl. Both Moore and 
Shearl are considered newcomers 
in the race as the incumbent for 
the seat, Jim Tate, announced his 
retirement from the board earlier 
this year. 

On the back side of  the bal-
lot, voters will then be asked to 
cast their votes for TWO candi-
dates under the Board of  Com-
missioner District 2 seat — which 
represents Iotla, Millshoal, North 
Franklin, East Franklin, South 
Franklin, Union, and Smithbridge. 

There are TWO seats up for 
election, meaning every voter can 
select TWO out of  the four names 
that appear on the ballot. 

Incumbents Ronnie Beale 
(Democrat) and Gary Shields (Re-
publican) are running for re-elec-
tion and will be facing challengers 
Betty Cloer Wallace (Democrat) 
and Danny Antoine (Republican). 

In total, Macon County voters 
will be selecting THREE commis-
sioners — and because November 

is a general election, not a primary 
election, any voter can vote for any 
candidate, regardless of  political 
affiliation. All candidates will ap-
pear on the same ballot. 

The Macon County Board of  
Education election is a nonpartisan 
election and will feature two board 
seats. 

For the Board of  Education 
District 2 seat, which covers the 
Franklin-area the ballot will feature 
Incumbent Tommy Cabe, Billy 
Handley, Stephanie Hyder Lase-
ter, and Danny Reitmeier. While 
Cabe’s name will appear on the bal-
lot, he passed away in August.

For the Board of  Education 
District 4 seat, which serves at the 
board’s “at-large” seat covering the 
entire county, the ballot will in-
clude incumbent Carol Arnold and 
challenger Diedre Kaye Breeden. 

As we inch closer to Election 
Day, we will be doing candidate 
profiles for all elections. To begin 
the series of  local candidate pro-
files, we interviewed all candidates 
for Macon County Board of  Edu-
cation. 

Macon County Board of  Ed 
District 4

Carol Arnold
Carol Arnold is a product 

of  Macon County Schools. She 
attended Iotla School and gradu-
ated from Franklin High School in 
1973. Arnold continued her educa-
tion at Western Carolina Univer-
sity where she majored in Early 
Childhood Education. In 1974, 
she married Jerry Arnold and they 
have been married for 47 years. 
Together they have 71 years work-
ing experience in the North Caro-
lina public school system, most 
of  those serving the children and 

community of  Macon County. 
The Arnold’s have one son, Jason 
Arnold, who is currently Chief  
Assistant District Attorney for the 
43rd Prosecutorial District. 

Arnold has dedicated her life 
to public education and holds a 
Bachelor of  Arts in Education, a 
Master of  Arts in Education, Six 
Year Educational Degree, and 
holds the following Educational 
licenses: Early Childhood, Middle 
Grade, Mentor, Curriculum Spe-
cialist, Principal and Superinten-
dent Licenses (All Current).

Arnold has served as a 
teacher in both Swain and Ma-
con County — receiving Macon 
County Teacher of  the Year in 
1984. She worked as the Excep-
tional Children Director for Ma-
con County as well as in the Cen-
tral Office Executive Program 
at the University of  Chapel Hill. 
Arnold was an Ed/Consultant for 
the North Carolina Department 
of  Public Instruction serving 
Region 8 as well as an Education 
Mediator for Region 8. Arnold 
has worked to help the future of  
education serving as an Adjunct 
Professor at Western Carolina 
University. Arnold worked as the 
Associate Superintendent for Clay 
County Schools and finished out 
her educational career serving as 
a Contract Consultant for Macon 
County Schools advising the dis-
trict on Federal Educational Pro-
grams. 

Arnold was appointed to the 
Macon County Board of  Educa-
tion in 2020 after board member 
Fred Goldsmith resigned from his 
seat. 

“Franklin High School is de-
teriorating. Fred Goldsmith left 
me a responsibility to see a new 
high school completed,” Arnold 
said when asked why she was seek-
ing election to the Macon County 
Board of  Education. “This, ac-
companied by increased parental 
involvement in all areas, because I 
believe parents deserve a voice in 
their child’s education and should 
be afforded every opportunity to 
make the decisions they feel are 
right for their child, as well as en-

...Q&A continued from page 1

Carol Arnold Diedre Breeden

• See Q&A page 14
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Jerry Moore will vote 

YES
for improving Macon County Schools.

Jerry Moore will vote 

YES
to our children’s future.

Jerry Moore is on record supporting 
funding for Macon County’s schools 
since his political campaign started.

Jerry Moore

NEVER
flip flopped!

JERRY 
MOORE

THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR 
DISTRICT ONE!

THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR 
MACON COUNTY!

Paid for by Highlanders for Good Government
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...Q&A continued from 12

• See Q&A page 21

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

WE MOVED 
to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main

Fall into Comfort

Plus
75% Off

Porch Sale
Every Day

Men & Women’s Clothing
Nancy’s Fancys & The Exchange

suring academics are promoted in 
all subjects, safe schools, and Pre-
K classrooms in ALL elementary 
schools is why I am running for 
election. Our county’s parents de-
serve no less.”

Diedre Breeden
Diedre Breeden is a wife, 

mother of  three and a follower of  
Christ. Native to Macon County, 
Breeden was raised by a family of  
educators and highly values the 
role of  education and learning in 
our lives. 

Breeden has a B.A. in Psy-
chology and M.A. in Professional 
Counseling. Currently, she owns 
and operates a private Christian 
counseling practice in Franklin. 
In addition to this, she and her 
husband, Barry lead Heart for 
Families, a local non-profit that 
specializes in bringing Bible-based 
marriage and family resources to 
the community. 

“I am running [for office] 
because I have a desire to serve 
and want to make a difference,” 
said Breeden. “I am a parent of  
children currently in the school 
system so I have insight to current 
issues and my professional back-
ground gives me a perspective I 
believe would be an asset to the 
board.”

What do you see as being the great-
est issue facing the school system?

ARNOLD: I see the top 
three issues facing Macon County 
students as being 1) The need for 
a new high school in Franklin and 
the need for Pre-K classrooms in 
ALL elementary Schools. 2) We 
desperately need updated technol-
ogy in all subject areas for our stu-
dents, for both academics as well 
as vocational classes and 3) We 
have to continue working to build 
strong partnerships with local 
law enforcement to improve our 
schools to be as safe as possible,” 
said Arnold

BREEDEN: “Mental 
Health is huge,” said Breeden. 
“Over the last few years, we have 
seen a significant rise in men-
tal and behavioral health issues 
within our students and families. 
Every school in our county has 
expressed to me the need for 
adequate mental health support 
within the school system.”

Macon County is in the midst of  
significant infrastructure planning for 
the school system. A) What are your 
thoughts on the new Franklin High 
School Project Proposal? B) What are 
your thoughts on the proposed expansion 
to Highlands School?

ARNOLD: A) “I have 
had the privilege to work with 
our county commissioners and 
community leaders on the High 
School Facilities Committee to 
develop and provide a safe and 
modern high school to replace the 
deteriorating old Franklin High 
School,” said Arnold. “The cur-
rent school no longer best suits 
the needs of  our children to be 
prepared for college and the 21st 
Century workforce. We need a 
high school that serves all our 
students, including those with dis-
abilities. We must make our new 
school “safe school” compliant 
protecting our students and staff  
and helping our school resource 
officers by reducing the number 
of  school entrances and exits and 
being able install new communi-
cations technology.”

B) “I have been fortunate to 
have a husband who has worked 
both at Highlands School and 
Nantahala School to give me valu-
able insight to our two unique 
K-12 schools,” said Arnold. “I 
have also had the privilege to 
work with our county commis-
sioners and community leaders 
in Highlands to support the pro-
posed expansion of  Highlands 
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Order your fresh 
Magnolia wreaths now.

New
Arrivals!

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each Class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

•On the Sunny Side•

Kenny Youmans

Helping Others

One of  my 
very close 
friends grew 

up in a little South 
Carolina town.  Typi-
cal small-town Amer-
ica.  He graduated 
from the University 
of  South Carolina and 
after college he was 
an officer in the Air 
Force.  Later he had 
a successful business 
career in Orlando, FL.   He is a 
man of  integrity and a Christian.

 Occasionally, he gives to 
charities like The American Heart 
Association and The American 
Cancer Society.   But he has never 
really felt the need to give to char-
ities that support the poor and 
people with financial problems.  
His feelings have always been -- 
if  they worked hard like he did, 
they wouldn’t have any financial 
problems.  He’s a nice guy, a great 
friend and I’m sure all of  you 
would like him.

 One day he happened to 
catch Joel Osteen on TV.  Joel 
Osteen was preaching on giving, 
the benefits of  giving and how 
the Bible has over 300 verses 
that pertain to giving and helping 
the poor.  Joel Osteen said that 
many, many times both lives are 
changed -- the life of  the person 
receiving the gift is changed and 
the life of  the person giving the 
gift is changed.  Joel Osteen told 
one story of  a lady that helps a 
poor black kid whose family has 
a hard time putting enough food 
on the table.  Later, the kid be-
comes a doctor.  Years later the 
lady ends up going in a hospital 
for an operation she cannot af-
ford.  She does not recognize the 
doctor, but he recognizes her.  
He pays her hospital bill.

 This story impresses my 
friend. He begins to look at help-

ing others that need 
help in a different way.

 The next day while 
he is getting a haircut, 
he says to the lady cut-
ting his hair that his 
birthday is coming up 
and he is going next 
door and treat himself  
to a manicure and pedi-
cure.  She thinks that is 
a great idea. Everyone 
should treat themselves 

to something special once in a 
while, especially on their birthday.

He then asked her if  she ever 
gets a manicure and pedicure her-
self.  “Oh No” she says.  “I’m a 
single parent with 10-year-old 
twin daughters.  We struggle every 
month just to make ends meet.  
Manicures and pedicures are not 
in our budget.”  After he gets his 
manicure and pedicure, he buys a 
gift certificate for a manicure and 
pedicure. He then goes back and 
gives it to her.  She starts crying.  
She is overwhelmed; he is over-
whelmed.  He tears up.

 Later that afternoon he and I 
are hitting golf  balls.  He can’t wait 
to tell me the story.  He tells me all 
the details about what Joel Osteen 
says. I’ve never seen him so pas-
sionate.  Maybe both of  their lives 
will be changed.

But the point is, that when 
we do something special, when 
we help someone in need, when 
we make a positive difference in 
someone’s life, when we contrib-
ute to a worthy cause, we feel good 
about ourselves.  When we feel 
good about ourselves, life is better.  
When we don’t feel good about 
ourselves, life is not as much fun.  
So, we need to do more things that 
help us feel good about ourselves.

 Proverb 22-9: “Those who 
are generous will be blessed.”
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8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

Courtyard Market

Come shop our market 
baskets and tea infusers!
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Autumn 
renewal is 

here!

BIGBIG
FallFall

SALESALE

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come see our new 
accessories for Fall at 

the Molly Grace!

343A Main Street • 828-526-9122
www.corricio.com
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(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Daily 
New Fall 
Arrivals 

• Free People • THML 
• Z Supply • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana
	  Jeans by:
	  • Joes •AG	  	
	  • Citizens 
	  • Hudson
	  • Mother
 	  Shoes by:
 	  • ShuSh 		
	  • Diba
	  • Blowfish
	  • Matisse

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

Visit us in Cashiers at Lulu & You!
326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

NEW LINES! NEW LINES!

New 
Johnny Was 

Arrivals Weekly

338 Main St.
526-4777

BAGS 
on MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main Street

828-526-9415

Come Find the 
Perfect Fall 

Sweater!

A Highlands tradition since 1940.
Our 82nd season on Main Street.

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160



NEW Rec Pool Schedule
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 

3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sunday 
1-6p. Adult Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 
6-9:45a; Mon.-Thurs, 5-7p. Sat. 
10-11a. 828-526-1595.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in High-
lands from 5:30-6:30pm. No reg-
istration required – just show 
up and participate. Questions? 
Visit www.maconncliteracy.org, 
call 828-526 – 0863 or email 
info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want 
to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Li-
brary. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday af-
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•Highlands Area Events•
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10-11am. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and out-
side. 10am-1pm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a 
game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednes-
day 6:45-7:45. For more informa-
tion, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, 
The class is led by Cathy Hodg-
son. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 
8-9a. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with 

Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-
tion class with different types of 
exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix of 
martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Family 
Storytime at 10:40a. For more 
information about any of these 
summer activities, contact Hud-
son Library at 828-526-3031. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft 
activities.For more information 
about any of these summer ac-
tivities, contact Hudson Library 
at 828-526-3031.

Fridays

• Friday Night Live Concerts 
in Town Square on Main Street. 
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs. 

Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H 

Founders Park on Pine Street. 
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs, blankets 
and a picnic. 

• Live music at Frog Quar-
ters just before the bridge over 
the Little Tennessee River in East 
Franklin.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club meets in 
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 
a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main Street in their 
Community Room/ 909 Chapel. 
We serve breakfast at 9AM and 
hold our monthly meeting at 
10AM We invite ALL Veterans to 
attend. Contact Ed McCloskey, 
Commander for any information 
@828-787-1660.

Thru Oct. 16
• The Mountain Theatre 

Company presents Brooklyn: 
The Musical, A Sidewalk Fairytail 
at The Playhouse on Oak Street. 
Wed. - Sat. @ 7:30p and Sat. 
& Sun. @ 2p. For tickets go to 
www.mountaintheatre.com. 

Thurs., Oct 13 
• Nantahala Hiking Club 

Program at 6pm at the Franklin 
Library. Speaker Sarah Adams, 
ATC Regional Manager GA & 
Nantahala. “Connections Be-
tween the Appalachian Trail and 
Japan’s Shinetsu Trail. All are wel-
come. 

Fri.-Sat., Oct. 14 & 15
• Festival and Craft Show at 

the MC County Fair Grounds. 
1436 Georgia Road., Franklin. 10a 
to 5p. Friday 2-4p Ricky Gunter, 
Country Singer and his band; Sat-
urday, noon-2p Curtis Blackwell 
& Dixie Bluegrass Boys. Craft-
ers! Food Trucks! Raffles! Kettle 
Corn! ChicFilA! Fatz! Veronicas 
Cafe! Entertainment! Giveaways! 
Face Painting! Little Rascals pony 
rides! Games! Kaylee’s Closet! 
Pet Adoptions w/gifts! Free Ad-
mission but please feel free to 
bring a pet item to put in the 

donation barrels for the rescues. 
(Appalachian Humane Society, 
Saving Paws of Lakeland and 
Horse Tales Farm) 

• At The Bascom, 11th An-
nual Studio Barn Pottery Show, 
featuring work by studio mem-
bers. 10 am-4 pm.

• Meet & Greet artist Nan-
cy Race Art at Toby West in Ca-
shiers at 341 Hwy 64, Ste. 103. 
Life More Colorful. Friday, 1-5 
p.m., Saturday, 10a-2p. Come for 
drinks and conversation.

Fri., Oct. 14
• Books & Bites at Hudson 

Library at 12:30p. The author is 
John Pruitt who will talk about 
his debut mystery novel “Tell it 
True.” Books will be available 
for purchase and signing at this 
free event. Reservations are 
recommended; stop by the li-
brary or phone 828-526-3031 
to reserve your seats.

Sat., Oct. 15
• The meeting speaker is 

Obie Oakley the recipient of 
the coveted Order of the Long 
Leaf Pine awarded by governor 
Cooper to Obie for a lifetime 
of public service to his commu-
nity, his state and his Nation. All 
veterans are welcome to join 
our meeting for breakfast at 
nine and the meeting at 10. The 
meeting is held at the Highlands 
First Methodist Church, 315 
Main St., community room/909 
Chapel.

• At the Highlands Perform-
ing Arts Center Live via Satellite 
National Theatre Straight Line 
Crazy at 1p. For more informa-
tion call 828-526-9047. 

• At The Bascom, Tapping 
into Tone: Musical performance 
3 pm

Sat., Oct. 22
• At the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center Live via Satellite 
Met Opera Medea at 1p. For 
more information call 828-526-
9047. 

Mon., Oct. 24 
• At The Bascom, Art League 

of Highlands-Cashiers monthly 
meeting 4:30 – 6 pm: | FREE

Thurs.-Sat.,Oct. 27 - 29 
• Smoke Stories - Calli-

ope Shorts: Campfire Stories 

ternoons at 3pm. Writers still un-
comfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or 
third Tuesday of each month at 
3pm. Members receive weekly 
notification regarding when and 
how the group will assemble.“We 
welcome participation from any-
one interested in writing, or just 
hanging out with writers,” said 
Bud Katz. For more information 
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

Wed. & Sat in October
• Autumn Amble” leaf tours 

this October. Every Wednes-
day and Saturday at 4 PM, staff 
will lead an exploration of the 
Highlands Botanical Garden to 
discover what leaves are already 
changing and (the science of) why. 
All are welcome to participate in 
these free guided tours, and no 
registration is necessary. 

Mon-Fri
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•Highlands Events• 
at the Full Spectrum Farms Pavilion, 
1185 Wayehutta Rd. in Cullowhee. Per-
formances are at 7 p.m. and take place 
outdoors. Tickets are $20 general ad-
mission, $25 for VIP seating and $16 for 
children, students and seniors. For more 
about tickets: Calliope Shorts | Campfire 
Stories (ticketspice.com)

Fri., Oct 28 
• At Hudson Library the last for 

2022 “Community Coffee with the May-
or” Friday at 11am in the Hudson Library 
Meeting Room. Mayor Patrick Taylor will 
be joined by Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
CEO Tom Neal with updates and future 
plans for Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

• Join Jessica Willis Fisher fireside at 
the Highlander Mountain House for the 
latest musical performance in their Salon 
Series. at 9 p.m.Tickets on the hotel web-
site www.highlandermountainhouse.com 

Sat. Oct. 29
• Highlands Historical Society will 

celebrate our town’s founding families 
with a reception beginning at 2p in the 
Fellowship Center at Highlands United 
Methodist Church. The festivities are 
in conjunction with the inaugural High-
lands Heritage Jamboree sponsored by 
the Highlands Chamber of Commerce 
and Visit Highlands NC. Does your fam-
ily have roots in Highlands that go back 
100 years or more? Let us know you’re 
coming by RSVP’ing at HighlandsNCHer-
itage@gmail.com.

• Highlands Heritage Jamboree fea-
turing traditional musiuc, dancing and 
craftsat Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park 3-7:30 p.m.

• FREE Highlands-Cashiers Cham-
ber Music Festival Fall Concert at 1st 
Presbyterian Church at 5 p.m. Featuring 
Juli Coucheron, piano, Helen Kim, violin 
and Charae Krueger, cello. Sponsored 
by the Cullasaja Women’s Outreach.• 
HS Fall Festival 5-8 p.m. Carnival games, 
bounce houses, haunted house, hayride, 
face painting, cake walk, theme-box silent 
auction. Fun for the entire family!

• At the Highlands Performing Arts 
Center, Sideline at 7:30p. For more infor-
mation call 828-526-9047.

• Fall into Dance ARTS Saturday 
at the Macon County Public Library at 
10:30 am, for children and young families. 
Contact the Arts Council for details, 828-
524-ARTS or email arts4all@dnet.net.

Mon. Oct. 31
•Annual Halloween on Main. 5-8 p.m.
Thurs.-Sat., Nov. 3 - 5

• Smoke Stories - Calliope Shorts: 
Campfire Stories at the Full Spectrum 
Farms Pavilion, 1185 Wayehutta Rd. in 
Cullowhee. Performances are at 7 p.m. 
and take place outdoors. Tickets are 
$20 general admission, $25 for VIP seat-
ing and $16 for children, students and 
seniors. For tickets: Calliope Shorts | 
Campfire Stories (ticketspice.com)

Thurs., Nov. 3
• FAME Jr., starring Highlands School 

Middle School students Thursday at 7:30 
at the Performing Arts Theatre on Chest-
nut Street. The show is FREE but please 
reserve a seat. at highlandsperformin-
garts.com. 

Fri., Nov. 4
• At the Highlands Performing Arts 

Center, Great Art on Screen: Botticellic 
Florence & the Medici at 5:30p. For more 
information call 828-526-9047. 

Sat., Nov. 5
• At the Highlands Performing Arts 

Center Live via Satellite Met Opera La 
Treaviata at 1p. Call 828-526-9047.

Sun., Nov 6
Join North Carolina’s very own Chatham 
Rabbits fireside at the Highlander Moun-
tain House for the latest in their Salon 
Series at 5:30p. Tickets on the hotel web-
site www.highlandermountainhouse.com 

Fri., Nov. 11
• Farm Harvest Dinner & Barn 

Dance. Book at the Farm. For tickets go 
to OldEdwardsHospitality.com/chefdin-
ners

Sat., Nov. 12
• Chef Dinner at OEI’s Half-Mile 

Farm, New Orleans Kitchen Collab with 
Chef Sue Zemanick. Book at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/chefdinners.

Fri., Nov. 25
• At the Highlands Performing Arts 

Center, Masters of Soul at 7:30p. For 
more information call 828-526-9047.

Sat., Nov. 26 
• Light Up the Park from 6 to 8 p.m. 

in Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park. An-
ticipation will fill the mountain air as the 
community gathers in the park to enjoy 
treats and a program that includes live 
music and carols led by Silly Ridge, a dis-
play of children’s artwork and a reading of 
the Christmas story. Then, Santa arrives 
atop a firetruck to usher in the lighting 
of the park and Main St. Watch the park 
come alive with thousands of holiday 
lights that will stay up all season, along 
with ice skating and photo-op fun. 

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC 28741 
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

GIVE
The Gift of

ART

Oct 
14-15 
Friday & Saturday 
10 am - 5 pm

11th Annual 
Dave Drake Barn Pottery Show 
Featuring work by Studio Members

The fall installment of our annual pottery shows will 
be held on Friday, October 14th and Saturday, 
October 15th from 10am - 5pm. Each participating 
studio member will have work on display and for sale 
in the Dave Drake Barn. Enjoy wonderful and 
beautiful handmade pottery while supporting local 
artists in our community!
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OPEN 10AM - 4PM 
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY 

�a@ 
m ® lTil O ful11'� GTI@l3 

MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908
• Uniform Exhibit 

 THROUGH OCTOBER 

www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 37th year in Highlands

O c t o b e rO c t o b e r
S p e c i a l !S p e c i a l !

25% Off 
All cleaning and 

repairs
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•Hospital News•

The importance of  our 
health and wellness comes 
into sharper view the older 

we get. And since Western North 
Carolina is a region where a sig-
nificant portion of  the popula-
tion is age 50 or older, providing 
healthcare services for this com-
munity is a major focus of  High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital (HCH). 
In addition, we are unique in the 
health system in that we also have 
the Eckerd Living Center as part 
of  our facility campus, our 80-bed 
skilled nursing facility. 

The median age of  High-
lands’ residents, as of  2020, was 
just older than 55½, while it’s just 
above 60 years of  age in Cashiers. 
When you’re older than 50, there 
are special considerations you 
need to take into account when it 
comes to your healthcare, and it’s 
also important to discuss preven-
tive healthcare and healthy life-
style issues with your primary care 
provider, so you can continue to 
stay healthy and vital for as long 
as possible. 

Pardon the pun, but it’s an 
“age old” question: How can we 
keep feeling well and vital, and en-
joy a high quality of  life, well into 
our older years? I think one of  the 
changes we’ve seen over the last 
three decades with healthcare is 
the patient-physician relationship 
model. Rather than receiving in-
formation and advice from our 
doctors and following it without 
question, we’re now encouraged 
to be true partners in our own 
healthcare, and this is ultimately 
so positive. If  we take responsi-
bility for our health, we are em-
powered to learn and take care 
of  ourselves in ways that address 
the whole person — our physical, 
emotional, and spiritual selves — 
and much of  good self-care in-
volves looking ahead and taking a 
preventive approach. 

And even though we hear 
it frequently, you have a much 
higher chance of  enjoying a lon-
ger, robust life if  you eat well, ex-
ercise daily, and avoid things we 
know are harmful, like a seden-
tary lifestyle, intense stress, highly 

What you can do to enjoy good health as you age

processed foods, tobacco, and ex-
cessive amounts of  alcohol. We 
all know by now that a diet full of  
colorful fruits and vegetables, high 
fiber foods, low-fat dairy foods, 
fish high in omega-3 fatty acids 
like salmon, and legumes, nuts, and 
seeds. 

Staying in motion is also prov-
en to be, in many ways, a magic 
bullet to feeling your best as you 
age. Study after study finds that 
“motion is lotion,” and that car-
diovascular fitness not only corre-
lates with a lower risk of  develop-
ing serious health problems, from 
heart disease to diabetes, but with 
a longer lifespan. The advantages 
of  exercise are so far-reaching, they 
also include enhancing mood and 
benefiting mental health, helping 
with joint health and mobility, and 
boosting bone health. 

The recommended weekly 
amount of  exercise is 150 to 300 
minutes per week of  moderate 
aerobic activity, such as walking, 
biking, or swimming, or 75 minutes 
of  more vigorous exercise. It’s best 
also to add resistance training twice 
per week to your routine. 

Stress management also 
comes into play, and fortunately, a 
multitude of  activities are known 
to lower stress, from meditation 
and volunteering for a cause you 
care about, to connecting meaning-
fully with friends and engaging in 
activities you really enjoy, including 
mind-sharpening ones like doing 
puzzles.

Sleep that’s restful can be hard 
to come by as you get older. For 
example, many postmenopausal 

women don’t enjoy good qual-
ity sleep due to night sweats and 
other discomforts. If  anything is 
interfering with good rest, talk 
to you doctor. Supplements and 
prescription sleep medications 
can help, as can keeping electron-
ics out of  your bedroom and 
developing a soothing nighttime 
winding down routine.

We’ve also learned that good 
oral health practices impact your 
health significantly. If  your gums 
become infected from lack of  
brushing and flossing, as the in-
fection worsens and transforms 
into the serious condition of  
periodontitis can lead to heart 
disease, endocarditis (an in-
flammation of  the lining of  the 
heart), and even premature birth 
and low birth weight. 

Finally, older people are 
more prone to depression – try 
to avoid social isolation and ask 
for a depression screening when 
you go for your annual wellness 
exam.

Some signs to watch for are 
changes in eating habits, no lon-
ger enjoying activities you once 
did, and feelings of  hopelessness. 
Therapy, medication, and other 
steps can help ease depression. 

If  we were to create a “Top 
10” list of  the things one could to 
encourage healthy aging, it would 
look something like this:

1. Stay physically active.
2. Eat a balanced, healthy 

diet
3. Stay connected to friends 

and family
4. Get the preventive health 

screenings your doctor recom-
mends and see your doctor on a 
regular basis

5. Be careful with alcohol 
consumption (no more than one 
drink per day)

6. Don’t use tobacco in any 
form

7. Practice good dental hy-
giene daily

8. Make your home a safe 
zone

9. Get high-quality rest
10. Be mindful of  your men-

tal health

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital
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...Q&A continued from page 14
School. I have worked hard to ensure that 
Highlands School and Nantahala School 
receive equal opportunities to any program 
being offered by Macon County Schools. 
Community leaders and parents have spo-
ken loud and clear that they need Pre-K in 
Highlands. I will continue to advocate for 
Pre-K for Highlands parents and will not 
stop until the goal is achieved.”

BREEDEN: (A&B) “I will always 
be in favor of  investing available resources 
into providing the most up-to-date learn-
ing environment possible for our students, 
as a way of  promoting their success,” said 
Breeden. “It’s important as representatives 
of  Macon County as a whole, we equally 
consider all needs within the school infra-
structure and find effective ways to priori-
tize and responsibly tackle these issues with 

student and teacher safety as well as long 
term growth and sustainability in mind.”

What are the top three things you hope to ac-
complish if  elected? 

ARNOLD: “The top issues facing Ma-
con County Schools mentioned earlier are 
the very reason I am running for the board,” 
said Arnold. “The top issues are things we 
have been working diligently to achieve 
since I was appointed to the board in 2020 
and I want to retain my seat on the board 
to see these projects through. I want to see 
the completion of  a new high school for the 
Franklin area as well as Pre-K classrooms 
for every elementary school in Macon 
County. I also want to see updated technol-
ogy for both academics as well as vocational • See Q&A page 22

classes. College may not be the right course 
for every student, so we need to make sure 
our vocational courses are afforded every 
opportunity and resource as the academic 
courses. I also want to build on the partner-
ships with local law enforcement agencies 
in Franklin, Highlands, and Macon County 
Sheriff ’s Office to ensure our schools are as 
safe as possible.” 

BREEDEN: “My priorities will al-
ways be the students and teachers in our 
community, as well as promoting parent 
voices and encouraging that relationship to 
continue to strengthen, as it really does take 
a village to raise up future generations,” said 
Breeden.

What is your stance on the proposed sales tax 
referendum scheduled to appear on the November 

ballot?

ARNOLD: “No matter what each 
voter decides on this issue at the ballot 
box, funding our school facilities has always 
been an “all hands-on deck” proposition 
that all of  our county leaders, past, present, 
and future will grapple with,” said Arnold. 
“Macon County parents and leaders have 
always had a partnership to do what is right 
for our students. I’m excited to be a part 
of  this process and even if  we disagree on 
how to go forward, we can still find solu-
tions together.”

BREEDEN: “We have increasing 
needs county wide, including school in-
frastructure, and this would be an efficient 
way to keep bringing more money into our 

PRO COMMUNITY PRO FAMILY PRO SMALL BUSINESS

MOORE FOR MACON COUNTY
EXPERIENCE LEADERSHIP SERVICE

www.JerryMoore2022.com
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Jerry Moore

FOR COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

I'm running as an independent candidate for the Macon
County Commission. I'm not beholden to any national
political party or any special interest. The only interests
I commit to understand and support are those of
families and businesses here in our county.

To overcome the challenges and to make the most of
opportunities ahead, we need to be looking for partners,
not adversaries. I plan to work with others, including
non-profits and businesses, as well as other government
agencies, to deliver the best possible services at the
lowest cost to taxpayers.

I believe government's job is to ensure taxpayers'
investments serve a better future, which is why I fully
support the proposed 1/4 cent sales tax increase. Almost
half of this increase will by paid by visitors to Macon
County, helping us keep property taxes low while we
address the critical education and infrastructure needs
that will improve the lives of Macon County residents.
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Hello my friends, this is Sarah aka “Diva” asking for your help for 
my sweetheart husband Rick Miller. Rick has been hospitalized 7 times 
this year from his weak heart and sepsis from UTI infections twice. Sep-
sis is so serious and he is once again fighting to survive. 

I am trying to raise money to enable him to live in his home. We 
have 22 cement steps and a ramp has to be built to wheelchair him in 
and a walk-in shower put in for him to function. Currently, we have the 
old bathtub type and he cannot lift his leg. 

As you all are aware, Rick is a strong “American” man and has 
a strong love of life, his wife, family, dogs and friends. We have been  
happily married 47 years and together for 52! Many of you know him 
from Divas on Main, the apparel business in Atlanta and his political and 
community involvement in Franklin. Anything would help and be very 
much appreciated.

Love to you all, Rick & Sarah.

To donate, contact 
Sarah Miller at 
1-770-757-7500 

or Divas on Main Facebook.

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ... 
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.

...Q&A continued from page 21

county without local taxpayers 
bearing all of  that burden,” said 
Breeden. 

Any additional information you 
would like to include?

ARNOLD: “I have spent my 
entire life working in public educa-
tion and hope to continue serv-
ing Macon County to see that our 
students have every tool possible 
to become the next generation of  
leaders,” said Arnold. 

BREEDEN: “I am a par-
ent, and I am invested in Macon 
County,” said Breeden. “I strongly 
believe in parents having input and 
choice in their child’s education, 
which I believe will only become 
more important over the next few 
years.”

Macon County 
Board of  Education

District 2
Billy Handley 

Handley has been married to 
his wife, Heidi for 24 years. They 
have two children, a daughter, 
Leighanne who graduated from 
Franklin High School in 2020, and 
a son, Ty, a senior at Franklin High 
School who will be graduating 
in the spring of  2023. Handley is 
the son of  Bill and Joyce Handley. 
Handley has coached the youth of  
Macon County on and off  for 30 
years.

Handley graduated from 
Franklin High School in 1988 and 
then received his Bachelor of  Sci-
ence Degree from Western Caro-
lina University. He currently serves 
as the general manager of  Tast-
inger’s Floor Covering in Franklin, 

NC. 
“I have been looking for a way 

to serve the community for a few 
years now,” Handley said of  his 
decision to run for office. “I felt it 
would be a good time to give back 
and try to help our teachers, staff, 
and students of  Macon County.”

Danny Reitmeier
Danny Reitmeier was raised 

in Franklin with his sister, Beth 
Corbin and brother Chris. He 
was a student athlete and very in-
volved in student government all 
through his school years. After 
Reitmeier graduated from Frank-
lin High school he joined the Air 
Force and served for 8.5 years. He 
is a proud Veteran, having served 
in Saudi Arabia during Desert 
Storm. Reitmeier is married to his 
wife, Kim, and together they are 
proud parents and grandparents. 
Reitmeier is a born-again Chris-
tian, saved by the blood of  Jesus. 
He is a member of  Holly Springs 
Baptist Church, where he has at-
tended for 28 years. Reitmeier 
has been a Sunday school teacher, 
sang in the choir, and helped with 
the church youth group. He has 
coached many youth sports teams 
and has umpired and refereed in 
youth leagues for many years. Reit-
meier also has volunteered his time 
at many school activities such as 
being the equipment manager for 
the high school football team and 
this season volunteered as the Pub-
lic Address announcer for Macon 
County Youth Football games.

After the U.S. Air Force, Reit-
meier began his professional career 
where he has experience working 
as a tax software programmer, 

landscape maintenance accounts 
manager, small business owner, 
operating his own landscape busi-
ness, as well as working for the 
U.S. Post Office. 

“My reason for running for 
School Board is simple. I love our 
county and the people that live 
here and want to serve them in 
the best way possible,” said Re-
itmeier. “Our students deserve 
the BEST education and chance 
to succeed in life. I have a strong 
desire to preserve and improve 
the quality of  our school sys-
tem. It’s time for new ideas, new 
energy, new personalities, and 
new ways of  looking at things. I 
am a ‘people person.’ I’ve never 
met a stranger. I truly care about 
people. I believe those character 
traits will help me connect with 
the citizens in our county and 
earn the trust necessary to move 
our school system forward. ALL 
of  our citizens – teachers, admin-
istrators and support staff  – de-
serve someone to truly listen to 
them, to be transparent and to 
speak on their behalf. I would be 
that voice.”

Stephanie Laseter
Stephanie Laseter was born 

and raised in Franklin and is a 
proud graduate of  Franklin High 
School. She and her husband, 
Ben have two children – Reid 
(7th) and Laurel (10th) grade. 
Laseter has been active in youth 
sports clubs, PTO, and is the co-
founder of  Macon County Sup-
port our Schools campaign. She 
teaches youth Sunday school at 
First Methodist Church. 

Billy Handley Danny Reitmeier Stephanie Laseter

• See Q&A page 24
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Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage
Featuring traditional music, 

dancing & MORE!

Performances By:
Margaret Tooke of the
 Highlands Bagpipers

3 to 3:30 p.m.
The Renowned 

Bailey Mountain Cloggers
3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Bluegrass Musicians 
Laney and Friends

5 to 7:30 p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
October 29th ~ 3 to 7:30 p.m.

 Join us!

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC visithighlandsnc.com

Highlands Emergency Council Fuel Assistance and Christmas 
Sign Up will be Oct 18-20 and Oct 25-27 at the Emergency Council 
from 8AM - 2PM at 71 Poplar Street in Highlands.

PLEASE BRING PROOF OF INCOME.

Prepare to sign up for fuel assistance and 
Christmas gifts

...SPORTS continued from page 1

Highlands School Varsity Girls Golf Team from 
left: Brooke Fogarty, Annamaria Silverthorn, Kaki 
Dyleski, and Anna Stiehler

Early College.
Thurs., Oct 6, Timmy McDowell 

finished first in the Tri-State Middle 
School Conference Cross Country 
Championship

Highlands JV Volleyball had a 2-0 
win over Summit Charter.

Highlands Varsity Volleyball had a 
3-0 win over Nantahala. 

Highlands Varsity Boys Soccer had 
a 9-1 win over Andrews. 

Great week for our Highlander 
Sports Teams! 

– Head Athletic 
Coach Brett Lamb

Highlands Middle 
School travels to 

2022 Far West NC 
Middle School 

Swimming 
Championships

On Friday, October 7, the High-
lands Middle School Swim Team trav-
eled to Asheville to compete in the 2022 
Far West NC Middle School Swimming 
Championships. 

There were six teams at the meet. 
Out of  12 individual events (6 boys, 6 

girls) Highlands Middle School Swim Team 
won five (4 boys, 1 girl). 

Jack Sumner (50 Butterfly, 50 Back-
stroke) and Chase Kenter (100 Individual 
Medley, 50 Breaststroke) both won both of  
their individual events to score 40 pts each.  

Sadie Green in her 1st season back in 
swimming after a 5-year break won the 50 
free and finished 2nd in the 50 back scoring 
37 points. 

Sumner is undefeated this season, and 
Kenter has finished 1st or 2nd in all of  his 
races.

Ian Batista finished 3rd in the 50 free-
style, and 5th in the 50 breaststroke for 30 
pts.

Cassie McDowell finished 8th in the 
100 IM, and 10th in the 100 breaststroke.  

Ian Shchelgachov, in his first season 
swimming competitively, finished 12th in 
the 50 breaststroke, and 16th in the 50 free-
style.

Missing were Timmy McDowell (re-
covering from a broken arm), Hayden An-
drews (sick), and Trinity Faust.

The last Highlands Middle School 
Swim Team meet of  the 2022 season will be 
at Rabun Gap Nagoochee School on Thurs-
day, October 20.

– Coach Steve Hott
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Center for Plastic Surgery
 Friday Oct 14th 10-4 

Come learn what OBAGI can do for you.
20% off OBAGI and Jane Iredale

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
828-526-3783 • PlasticSurgeryToday.com

DAY OPEN HOUSEDAY OPEN HOUSE

        For Tickets & Information:For Tickets & Information:
        HighlandsPerformingArts.comHighlandsPerformingArts.com

      Highlands Performing Arts CenterHighlands Performing Arts Center
   507 Chestnut Street  Highlands  NC   507 Chestnut Street  Highlands  NC

SidelineSideline
BluegrassBluegrass

Saturday, October 29,  2022Saturday, October 29,  2022
7:30pm7:30pm  

...Q&A continued from page 22
Laseter attended Auburn 

University and the University of  
Georgia and has degrees in wild-
life biology and forestry. She cur-
rently works as a biological scien-
tist with the Forest Service. 

“I’ve been attending school 
board meetings the past few years, 
working to understand the com-
plexities of  the school budget, and 
helping advocate for increased 
parent engagement,” Laseter said 
when asked why she is running for 
office. “The school board needs 
leaders ready to maximize oppor-
tunities for our children. I’m ready 
and committed to listening, to do-
ing my homework and to come 
prepared.”

What do you see as being the great-
est issue facing the school system?

HANDLEY: “Having the 
infrastructure and teachers to give 
our students the best education 
possible,” he said.

REITMEIER: “Everything 
we do in regards to our children 
is important. It’s tough to single 
out one thing as paramount,” said 
Reitmeier. “With that being said, I 
believe keeping our children safe, 
both in their mental well-being 
and their learning environment, 

is extremely important. I have 
spoken with several teachers and 
administrators. Pretty much all 
of  them have talked about the 
mental health needs in their re-
spective schools and the overall 
security of  their facilities. To that 
end, I believe we need to have the 
appropriate number of  mental 
health professionals in our school 
system, as well as making sure the 
physical security of  our school 
grounds is taken care of. Given 
the events that have unfolded in 
our world the past few years, our 
youth have had a front row seat 
to some things that have been 
unprecedented. Children are im-
pressionable from a very early age. 
Part of  our responsibility as par-
ents and leaders is to ensure that 
they have all of  the understanding 
and support that they need, both 
in their environment and to feel 
secure mentally when surveying 
everything around them. To me, 
feeling safe in their mental well-
being and their environment go 
hand-in-hand. I want to make sure 
our children are comfortable, both 
in mind and body, so that they are 
confident in everything they do on 
their way to reach for the stars.”

LASETER: “Regarding the 
biggest issue facing schools, I see 

two,” said Laseter. “Number 1: 
The quarter-of-a-cent sales tax. 
It provides the biggest revenue 
boost with the least impact to 
residents. It’s simply a no-brainer. 
It could result in revenue gain 
across all public infrastructure 
-- schools, public safety, law en-
forcement, and public health. 
Number 2: School infrastructure. 
The school board needs leaders 
who are ready to help identify, 
plan and execute opportunities 
that will benefit both our stu-
dents and community. Growth is 
inevitable, but we can be strategic 
in HOW we grow. School infra-
structure needs our attention. 
The last few years brought un-
precedented challenges. It’s time 
to be innovative, creative, and to 
provide teaching and learning en-
vironments that match 21st cen-
tury technology.”

Macon County is in the midst of  
significant infrastructure planning for 
the school system. A) What are your 
thoughts on the new Franklin High 
School Project Proposal? B) What are 
your thoughts on the proposed expan-
sion to Highlands School?

HANDLEY: “I am 100% 
• See Q&A page 25
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Saturday 12 &2pm 
Crafters! Food Trucks! Raffles! Kettle Corn! ChicFilA! 

Fatz! Veronicas Cafe! Entertainment! Giveaways! 
Face Painting! Little Rascals pony rides! Games! 

Kaylee's Closet! Pet Adoptions w/gifts! 

Free Admission but please feel free to bring a pet item to put in the 
donation barrels for the rescues. 

(Appalachian Humane Society, Saving Paws of Lakeland and Horse Tales) Farm 

Festival and Craft Show 
Macon County Fair Grounds 

1436 Georgia Road 
Franklin, North Carolina 

October 14 & 15 
10a to 5p

Ricky Gunter, Country Singer and his band 
Friday 2-4pm 

Curtis Blackwell & Dixie Bluegrass Boys 

in support of  building a new Franklin High 
School,” said Handley. “I feel all schools in-
cluding the Highlands School should be up 
to the standards of  the rest of  the schools 
in the state. I am looking forward to hearing 
more about this proposal for the Highlands 
School.”

REITMEIER: A) “The Franklin 
High School project should have hap-
pened LONG ago,” said Reitmeier. “It is 
way overdue. We can’t do anything about 
the past, but we CAN do something about 
the future! Our current and future students 
deserve to be invested in by us! We need to 
provide them the BEST education possible 
and this new facility will go a long way to do 
that! Our teachers, administrators and sup-
port staff  also deserve this facility. A posi-
tive work environment goes a long way to-
ward people giving their best effort at their 
job. Also, this facility will allow ADA stu-
dents, faculty and staff  safe and appropriate 
accessibility. This facility will also be much 
safer. In the world we live in today, that is of  
extreme importance and something that we 
can’t afford to take lightly. This facility will 
be a shining example of  our county’s desire 
to provide for future generations and could 
also positively affect economic growth in 
our county. For all these reasons, I believe 
it’s time to move forward with this project 
and provide a facility that will benefit our 
county for years to come.

B) “I was in attendance at the County 
Commissioner meeting when the High-
lands School expansion proposal was pre-
sented,” said Reitmeier. “It was apparent 
that the group working on it was very thor-
ough in all phases of  this proposal. There 
is a very pressing need for the things they 
presented. I believe we should work hard to 
try to make this expansion a reality, while 
being extremely cautious and aware of  bud-
get funds.” 

LASETER: “I am in favor of  the 
FHS proposal and love the idea of  keeping 
the school rooted and central to downtown 
Franklin,” said Laseter. “I’m also in favor of  
the Highlands expansion.” 

What are the top three things you hope to ac-
complish if  elected? 

HANDLEY: “Number 1: Vote yes 
and proceed with a new Franklin High 
School. Number 2: To make sure our teach-
ers never pay another penny out of  their 
personal accounts for school-related items,” 
said Handley. “They’re underpaid as it is. 

Number 3: I would like to start an extended 
plan to figure out how to get more money 
to come into the county for future projects 
such as a new school for the Nantahala 
area.”

REITMEIER: “Again, it’s tough to 
narrow it down to three things,” said Reit-
meier. “This is not a comprehensive list, but 
here are some things that I would like to get 
accomplished, if  elected: 

• TEACHER/ADMINISTRATOR 
AND PARENT INVOLVEMENT. We 
need more input from our teachers, admin-
istrators and parents. To accomplish that, 
we as board members, need to be easily ac-
cessible, very approachable and completely 
transparent. Our teachers and administra-
tors are the front line and know the needs 
of  the children and the school better than 
anyone. We should be actively engaging 
with them to find out what we can do to 
help them. The parents know their children 
better than anyone else. They need to know 
that we as board members want to give their 
children the BEST education possible. They 
need to know that we will LISTEN and do 
all we can to provide that. 

• ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE/
MORE PROGRAMS. After researching 
our student’s performance on the state 
level, I found them to be making about the 
same academic progress as the state aver-
age. While that is not bad, I would like to 
see us strive to be above the state average. I 
want our students to have the BEST educa-
tion they can receive. This is where input 
from teachers, parents and students would 
be very useful. Identify the best teaching 
and learning environments and methods 
and implement them. Also, I would like for 
us to implement more programs for our 
students to learn more skills and be better 
prepared to go out into the world. We can 
put them in a position to learn invaluable 
skills for their potential future careers.

• BUDGET. All of  our citizens pay 
taxes that make up our budget. We, as board 
members, should work to evaluate the bud-
get and be the best stewards of  taxpayer 
money. We should make sure to be mind-
ful of  how to directly use it to benefit our 
schools and children even more than it has 
been done in the past.”

LASETER: “1: Above mentioned 
infrastructure changes at FHS and High-
lands,” said Laseter. “2: High engagement 
with County Commissioners on the best 
ways to utilize the 1/4 cent sales tax rev-

...Q&A continued from page 24

• See Q&A page 27
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•Spiritually Speaking• Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

Sept 18: 9 AM Morning Prayer, 4:45 Festival Eucharist
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah&Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. 9:30a; Sat. 4p; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian 
Church, Cashiers

Belief and 
its place in 
God’s word

I was talking to a gentleman recently and he informed 
me that his church told him to have nothing to do 
with theology and doctrine. That was a real shock 

to me. I believe this person was a professing Christian. I 
wondered as I listened how he could profess to believe in 
Jesus Christ and not understand the importance of  theol-
ogy and doctrine. 

Theology is a word that comes to us from the Greek 
language. It is made up of  two words, theo which means 
God and logos which means word. Literally it is God’s 
Word. How can a church calling themselves disciples of  
Jesus Christ not see God’s Word as important? 

Doctrine also comes to us from the Greek. It is de-
rived from the word didasko which means to teach. When 
used in relationship to the Church it means to teach 
God’s Word. Is that not exactly what Jesus told us to do 
in the Great Commission to “go and make disciples of  
all nations . . . . teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” 

How can any church tell their people not to study 
God’s Word? It is only as you grow in your study of  
God’s Word that you can be an effective witness for your 
Lord and Savior?

It is a great tragedy that in our modern times and 
in many modern churches these two words have been 
thrown out. 

Christianity is about faith and faith, simply put, is be-
lieving God. The author of  Hebrews tells you in Hebrews 
11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of  those who diligently seek Him.” 
The Apostle Paul says in Romans 4:3, “Abraham believed 
God and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Jesus 
told the crowds in John 6:29, “The work of  God is this: 
to believe in the one He has sent.” Jesus in John 3:16 
says “whoever believes in Him will not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 

Believing, which is faith, is the heart of  what Christi-
anity is all about. Jesus was sent into this world to do for 
the sinner what he could never do for himself. He came 
and lived the perfect life on behalf  of  all those the Father 
gave Him. He took His perfect life and offered it as an 
atoning sacrifice on the altar of  God for the forgiveness 
of  all who would believe and trust in Him and in Him 
alone. 
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Sept. 30. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials 
have been used. 

Sept. 30
• At 6 p.m., a larceny by employee 

was reported at Paoletti Restaurant 
where $2,000 went missing.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Oct. 4.

Oct. 4
• At 6:34 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on South 4th 
Street.

Oct. 5
• At 6:43 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a  motor vehicle accident on 
Hudson Road.

Oct. 6
• At 11:30 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a Co2 alarm at a residence on 

Hickory Street.
• At 11:46 a.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.
Oct. 7
• At 8:42 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a Co2 alarm  at a location on N. 
4th Street.

• At 7:20 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on VZ 
Top Road.

• At 10:22 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Bowery Road.

Oct. 8
• At 9:25 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a Co2 alarm at a residence on 
Cobb Road.

• At 1 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm  at a residence on Hap 
Drive.

• At 6:51 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a location on Sky-
line Lodge Road.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �­
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

enue! 3: I’m really interested in working 
with our community to provide greater af-
ter school opportunities at the high school 
and middle-school level.”

What is your stance on the proposed sales 
tax referendum scheduled to appear on the No-
vember ballot?

HANDLEY: “I will be voting yes for 
the sales tax referendum,” said Handley.

REITMEIER: “I am in support of  
the proposed sales tax referendum,” said 
Reitmeier. “In general, I am not one who 
likes to raise taxes. However, this would 
allow us to receive funds from EVERY-
ONE who spends money in our county…
not just our residents. I do believe that 
these funds are supposed to be earmarked 
for our education system. I would push for 
it to be a separate line item in the budget. 
That way it will be clearly seen where the 
money is and where it is being used.”

LASETER: “All for it,” Laseter said. 
“It provides the biggest revenue boost with 
the least impact to residents. It’s simply a 
no-brainer. It could result in revenue gain 
across all public infrastructure- schools, 
public safety, law enforcement, and public 
health.”

Any additional information you would like to 
include?

HANDLEY: “I would really like to be 
able to listen and figure out problems that 
the teachers of  Macon County have,” said 
Handley. “I will be open to talking to any 
teacher, staff, or administrator with any of  
their concerns and/or needs. Lastly, I would 
love to have an open dialogue with the par-
ents or guardians of  the students in Macon 
County. I believe parents/guardians should 
be able to voice their concerns if  something 
at their child’s school is bothering them.”

REITMEIER: “I have a true passion 
to serve,” said Reitmeier. “I’ve served in the 
Air Force, on youth sports boards, and in 
my church. I have learned many leadership 
skills that I believe would be very beneficial 
if  elected. I have a heart for young people 
and want to help them succeed in life. I am 
always willing to discuss any ideas, thoughts, 
concerns, questions, etc. from any of  our 
citizens, students, teachers, administrators 
and support staff. We HAVE to be transpar-
ent, LISTEN, and be TRUE voices as their 
representatives. We are there for THEM!”

LASETER: “You can reach me at la-
seter4schoolboard@gmail.com, or on Face-
book,” said Laseter.

...Q&A continued from page 25



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360
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Inspection

Station
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JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

“Following Jesus makes your life better AND 
makes you better at life!”

Come join us for Sunday morning small group.

LIVE STREAM 
with

Andy Stanley 
at 9a.m.

For more information: 404-307-1415 (Bee)

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge



Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
Personal service and integrity

Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS
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•Classifieds•

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Western Carolina Property Services
Property Caretaking & Handyman Services

Steve Larsen
Licensed & Insured

443-866-5685
wcpropertyservices@yahoo.com

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

OUTDOOR HIGHLANDS YARD SALE 
SAT-SUN, Oct. 15-16 – 10a-4p at Corey James Gal-

lery (corner of 3rd & Spring St, Highlands). UNIQUE High-
End Décor Items: Vases, lamps, frames, art & extensive kitchen 
items. Rugs & outdoor accessories/pottery! Items from Japan, 
Italy, Brazil, etc. Most at $30 or less! Please bring Cash/Check. 
10% will be donated to Hurricane Ian rescue in Central FL. To 
preview larger furniture items (indoor Scandinavian Teak fur-
niture), email: Margaret Jones at naturalawakenings@earth-
link.net or landline 828-526-4943 or text: 407-620-5824. 

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek 

RV Resort.  A small, secluded, mature luxury re-
sort.  Call for more information.  828-421-1709. (st. 
10/13)

FREE KITCHEN – Giving away older 12-
ft. kitchen – must remove appliances and cabinets 
–33” side-by-side Whirlpool Refrigerator, 20” 
Range, SS Double Sink, Washer/Dryer. Call 828-
371-1958. (st. 10/13) 

2008 CORVETTE SPORTS CAR. Original 
owner. Equipped with every option available - heat-
ed seats, Bose stereo, leather, etc. Automatic trans-
mission, Z-51 high performan brake and suspension. 
Automoatic transmission. Red. Good looking, fun 
and reliable. Located in Highlands. 828-200-9040 or 
email Randolph.power@yahoo.com. (st. 9/15) 

SUNBEAM TIGER – Classic ‘65 Sunbeam 
Tiger V8 convertible with hardtop. Come see in 

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• CLASSIFIED page 30
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Highlands. 386-562-1976. (st. 6/2)
FOR RENT
2BR/2BA CABIN, 1k sq ft, 

minimum 6-month lease; tastefully 
furnished; <7 min to Main St (off Dil-
lard Rd,) yr-round access; recessed 
lighting, gas fireplace, rhodo views 
thruout, energy-efficient windows; 
new flooring; covered deck/swing, 
fenced/private rear; avail asap. Tenant 
pays gas/elec. $1000/mo. NO vape/
pets. 615.243.2006. (st. 9/20)

HELP WANTED
HOTWIRE COMUNICA-

TIONS IS HIRING! LOCAL 
Highlands opportunities. FULL-
TIME, year-round, customer facing, 
Field Service Technicians & Fiber 
Splicer jobs available. Excellent pay 
& benefits. Forward your resume to 
samantha.baker@hotwirecommuni-
cation.com. (st. 9/15)

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT POSITION. Part Time 
Hours. Please email your resume to 
office@lupoliinc.com. (st. 9/15)

DO YOU LOVE TO COOK, 
PUT TOGETHER GIFTS, AND 
SELL? Would you like to work in a 
bustling Main Street store and have 
no two days alike? The Dry Sink is 
hiring!! Please come in to see if we’re 
a good fit. We like to have fun while 
working hard to provide the best 

customer service in Highlands. Salary 
is commensurate with sales experi-
ence. Please email Sam at shays@the-
drysink.com or stop by for an applica-
tion. The Dry Sink, 450 Main St. (st. 9/1)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
LAND TRUST IS HIRING! Join 
our hardworking team and be a part of 
the organization that is conserving the 
Plateau’s natural places for ours and 
future generations. Seeking a Develop-
ment and Outreach Assistant who will 
be responsible for several duties in-
cluding meticulously managing HCLT’s 
donor database and processing donor 
gifts/donor acknowledgments; assist-
ing with other fundraising, PR, and 
administrative tasks; assisting with 
event planning and implementation; 
and providing office reception services 
such as greeting visitors and directing 
telephone calls as well as other duties 
as needed. This is a part-time position 
(20-30 hours/week) with the possi-
bility of transitioning to full-time and 
other growth potential. Hourly wage 
commensurate with experience. This 
position reports to the Development 
Director and has the option for some 
flex scheduling. Send your resume to 
julie.hitrust@earthlink.net. (st. 8/11)

DOMESTIC IRONING – 
Needed In Highlands. Pick up and re-
turn when finished. Call Dottie Butler 

•Classifieds•
at 941-735-8996. Leave message. (st. 
6/19)

SWEETREATS AND HIGH-
LANDS DELI IS UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT and is hiring full 
and part time staff for the season. 
Competitive starting wage, great tips, 
and reasonable hours (not too early, 
not too late). Pick up an application in 
store at 115 S. 4th Street or apply on 
Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 5/19)

WOLFGANG’S BISTRO is 
looking for full-time prep and line 
cook, waitstaff and hostess. Evenings 
only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or 
email wom2@me.com. (st. 2/17)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, Small 
Assisted Living Facility currently hir-
ing CNAs and Dietary Staff. Flexible 
Schedule, Competitive Pay, Great At-
mosphere. Call 828-526-5251 or stop 
by for an application.You may apply 
in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by 
Phone at 828-526-5251 or by email to 
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindab-
tiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 

& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, En-
trance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 

Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & 
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT POSITION. Part Time Hours. 
Please email your resume to office@
lupoliinc.com.

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Contruc-
tion – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (12/29) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED 
OR ANYTHING HAULED 
AWAY? I can do it. Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. 
(12/29)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. 
Stop paying agency prices and call me. 
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, MET-
AL ROOF & FABRICATON 
roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. Call 828-
371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Ev-
erything done in house. Leave message at 
828-526-5208.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 26
He went to the grave and paid the 

final price for their sin which is death. 
But, He did not stay there, He defeated 
death through His resurrection. He re-
turned to heaven to take His place at the 
Father’s right hand to intercede for His 
people. This is what Christians are called 
to believe. This is theology. This is God’s 
Word. It is doctrine. Which every Chris-
tian should know and teach to others.

Theology and doctrine are impor-
tant. It is important what you believe, 
what you hold to as truth. Yes, you must 
live your beliefs, if  they are to have any 
kind of  positive impact on others. James 

says “faith without works is dead” but 
works without faith are worthless. Belief  is 
the foundation to good works. 

Paul says in Ephesians 2:8-10 “For it 
is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of  God - not by works, so that no one 
can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.” 

God’s Word says you are saved by 
God’s grace and that once you have that 
salvation, you are enabled to believe that Je-
sus Christ has done for you everything you 

could not do for yourself. You are thus be-
ing remade into His image and enabled to 
begin doing the good works He prepared 
in advance for you to do. What are those 
good works? They begin with holding to 
the theology of  the Scripture and teaching 
the doctrines of  Jesus Christ.

Nothing is more important to the be-
liever than what he believes. Just as Abra-
ham was justified by his belief, so will you 
be justified by what you believe. Don’t be 
foolish and think you can get into heaven 
by works. Jesus makes clear in John 18:18 
what is required to enter heaven. “Who-
ever believes in Him is not condemned, 

but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not 
believed in the name of  God’s one and 
only Son.” 

Theology and doctrine are two of  
the most important things for a Christian 
to know and understand. Believe and you 
will be saved. That is theology and doc-
trine all rolled into one clear and simple 
belief  and it must be held to, loved and 
appreciated by all who call themselves 
followers of  Jesus Christ. This makes be-
lief  one of  the most important concepts 
in the Bible.
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 7 
days a 
week

(closed Wed. 
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

100
���

AGENTS IN THE USA
per Real Trends

1
������

1
������

BROKER
IN NORTH CAROLINA
2021, 2020, 2017, 2016 
per Real Trends����������������

������������������

Jody
Lovell
For being recognized by the 2022 
Real Trends & 
The Thousand rankings, 
as advertised in 
the Wall Street Journal.

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty
c (828) 226.6303

TOP PRODUCING 
BROKER 
Highlands - Cashiers 
MLS since 2001


