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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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HCHF is recipient of 40th Annual Bob Jones 
Invitational Golf Tournament proceeds

The 40th Annual Bob Jones 
Invitational Golf  Tournament was 
held at Highlands Country Club 
on August 13, 2022. The tourna-
ment is named after the legendary 
Bobby Jones and features Walker 
Cup players from the United 
States, Great Britain, and Ireland. 

Jones was selected to play 

on the United States Walker Cup 
Team five times and twice served 
as its captain. Jones loved High-
lands and was instrumental in the 
development of  Highlands Coun-
try Club where he christened the 
course by hitting the first ball when 
it opened in 1928.

This year the Tournament 

raised more than $230,000 ben-
efitting the Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation (HCHF). Pro-
ceeds will go toward the funding 
of  the Foundations initiatives, 
including the Blue Ridge Health 
Highlands Cashiers Health Clinic, 
the Foundation’s number one pri-

Bob Jones Tournament captains.

• See BOB JONES page 10

This youngster paid the Westbrook 
family a visit out on the Bowery.

– Photo by Viola Westbrook

Delectable!

Two local 
swimmers 

qualify 
for Junior 
Olympics

On Saturday, October 15, 
two Highlands Hurricanes Swim 
Team members qualified for AAU 
Nationals (Jr. Olympics) during 
the2022 Highlands Invitational. 

The Junior Olympics will be 
in Des Moines, Iowa in the sum-
mer of  2023. 

Both Finneaus Garner and 
Dasha Halldin qualified in the 50 
freestyle. 

Jack Sumner broke a 3-year-
old team record in the 200 but-
terfly. Out of  87 swims, the Hur-
ricanes had 57 personal records 
(PRs).

Finneaus Garner, Alyse Re-
mery, Chase Kenter, Ben and An-
ton Halldin, and Annabella Batista 

ELECTION COUNTDOWN:

MC Commission Candidate Q & A
By Brittney Lofthouse

Early voting kicks off  across 
North Carolina today, Thursday, 
October 20 and will continue 
through Saturday, November 5. 
Election Day is scheduled for 

Tuesday, November 8. 
Macon County residents will 

first cast their vote for the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioner 
District 1 seat – which represents 
the Highlands, Elijay, Flats, and 

Sugarfork area of  the county.
Voters will pick between ei-

ther Highlands Resident and un-
affiliated candidate Jerry Moore, 
or Ellijay resident and Republican 
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"Boy am I excited. We are 
going to our next job, Forest 
·compost"

Today, Thursday, Octo-
ber 20 is the start of  
early voting. It contin-

ues to November 5. I don’t 
know why we call it early vot-
ing anymore, a whole lot of  
folks now vote well before 
Election Day on November 
8. The early voting format has 
become a standard way ballots 
are cast.

If  a voter is registered 
in Macon County and works 
in Highlands, that person can 
early vote at the Highlands Civic Center 
precinct at the Rec Park. If  the voter waits 
until Election Day, he or she will have to 
vote in their assigned precinct. The long 
and short of  it is that early voting is a very 
easy and flexible way of  casting a ballot in 
North Carolina. The important point is 
that everyone living and/or working on the 
Highlands Plateau can cast a vote. It sends a 
message to the entire county that Highland-
ers are concerned and engaged with what 
happens in our Macon County.

Now I’m not writing this get-out-the-
vote message to tell anyone who to vote for 
in the midterm election. I value the Ameri-

can secret ballot tradition. Once 
in a voting booth a voter can vote 
for the candidates of  their choice 
and not be obligated to tell any-
one who or why they voted for 
specific candidates.

I will tell you that I am voting 
for the 1/4 of  a penny increase in 
the sales tax. Of  the surround-
ing counties, Macon County is 
the only county that has not ap-
proved this increase. A vote for 
this increase would set the sale 
tax rate at 7 cents (pennies) per 

dollar instead of  the current 6.75 cents. If  
earmarked for education as planned, this 
increase will help the county provide criti-
cal support to the Macon County School 
System.

Tonight, Thursday, October 20, is the 
Highlands Town Board meeting. It begins at 
7 pm at the Highlands Community Build-
ing next to the ball field. The meeting can 
also be accessed on YouTube by way of  the 
town website.

The meeting agenda is rather long. 
There will be a budget amendment to pur-
chase a new pumper fire truck. The depart-
ment needs to order it now and hope that is 
delivered in a year or so.

The board will also get an update from 
the Playhouse and a request for a HAM ra-
dio antenna attachment on the Big Bear Pen 
tower. The board will review and hopefully 
approve the lease agreement for the High-
lands Visitor Center and chamber offices.

EnviroSpark will be making a presenta-
tion on EV charging stations for the down-
town area. 

Another item on the agenda is changes 
to the code of  ordinances concerning out-
door burning, grubbing and noise. Town 
committees comprised of  staff  and board 
members have been working on these issues 
and will report to the full board for action 
to be taken. 

In addition, Lamar Nix, our public 
works director, will present to the board 
a policy on private road maintenance and 
snow removal procedures.

Hope to see you at tonight’s meeting. 
Public comment will be at the top of  the 
agenda.

There’s a packed agenda tonight
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Buy Today

Spoil someone  
you lovE

Give an Old Edwards Gift Card

Easily order traditional gift cards and e-cards right  
from your computer, tablet, or phone. 
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•Ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

Nancy Mitford, anyone?

All About Books

I’d heard of  the Mitford sisters but 
didn’t know much about them until I 
visited the Cotswolds several years ago. 

On a bicycle ride during that trip, we got 
an introduction to their story from our tour 
guide not only because their family home 
was in the Cotswolds village of  Swinbrook, 
but also because we ate lunch that day at 
the Swan Inn, owned at the time by the 
Dowager Duchess of  Devonshire, the last 
surviving Mitford sister. That’s why I adore 
the two books I describe here.

The Bookseller’s Secret 
by Michelle Gable

If, as I do, you like books about books, 
this one’s for you. The story shifts back 
and forth between WWII London and the 
modern-day, AND includes the real-life au-
thor Nancy Mitford--making it an unput-
downable read for me. Though I’d heard 
of  the Mitford sisters, I’d never read any of  
Nancy Mitford’s books. This story details 
her struggles to write another successful 
novel as she is supporting herself  working 
at the Heywood Hill bookshop during the 

war. Her wit is one of  the main attractions 
of  these chapters. That and glimpses of  char-
acters like author Evelyn Waugh. Remember 
“Brideshead Revisited?” 

Like Mitford, the modern fictional au-
thor Katie Cabot is enduring a similar dry 
spell, three years after penning a best seller. 
As her story unfolds, we see the parallels in 
their lives and struggles, but that’s not the 
best part. For me, the best part is the mys-
tery about a possible missing Nancy Mitford 
manuscript – an autobiography. Did she real-
ly write one? The mystery unfolds against the 
backdrop of  Nancy’s fascinating life during 
and after the war. Hence, my decision to pick 
up “Pursuit of  Love” which is supposedly 
her fictional version of  those years. 

The Pursuit of  Love 
by Nancy Mitford

Nancy Mitford really did work in a 
bookshop in London during WWII, and in 
1945, she wrote “The Pursuit of  Love.” The 

sisters in the book are based on Mitford 
and her sisters, though it is not a one-for-
one match. The foreword in the edition 
I read was written by her sister Jessica in 
1982. All in all, it was a fascinating and of-
ten LOL read. 

How much of  the story, especially 
the details about the main character’s 
French lover, are true to life? It is a fact 
that Nancy Mitford did have a long-time 
affair with Gaston Pawleski, an associate 
of  Charles de Gaulle. Did she meet him 
in a French train station as depicted in this 
novel? Did he visit her in London during 
the war? I could likely find the answers by 
spending a few hours on the internet, but 
I think I’ll just remember the tales told in 
Nancy’s book and the more recent “The 
Bookseller’s Secret.” 

You know a novel has stood the test 
of  time when it has been turned into an 
Amazon Prime series, and that’s what has 
happened with “The Pursuit of  Love.” For 
me, thoughts about both books continued 
to surface in my brain for several weeks. In 
my mind, that’s the mark of  a good story.

If  you find these descriptions inter-
esting, I recommend you start with Mi-
chelle Gable’s fictionalized account. 

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries 
in Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts 
and at Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, 
and on Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@
gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, www.face-
book.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/

“Let Andrea Gabbard 
fine your perfect home.”

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateau 2020
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A VIEW PROPERTY?
2.54 acres (2 lots + 4 BR home)

1415 Whiteside Mountain Road
Offered for $1,300,000
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The Michaud/Rauers Group
Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers (seated)

Tom Goldacker, Alex Michaud & John Muir
(and good boy Marlowe in front)

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network.

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, Judy & Mitzi earned 
the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond (Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, 2020, & 

2021 and ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Judy & Mitzi are Certified Luxury Collection Specialists.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

GLENVILLE  |  $1,300,000  |  MLS# 100953
Retreat to this rustic chic mountain getaway only five minutes from the Cross-
roads and close to Panthertown Valley. Open concept living area with Ca-
thedral ceilings and a grand fireplace, plus both the primary and secondary 
bedrooms on the main level for convenience. The spacious covered deck ex-
pands outdoor living with ample dining and seating around the wood-burn-ing 
fireplace. Recent updates include a bathroom renovation in the primary 
bedroom, new HVAC and dual fuel heat pump/furnace, new synthetic shake 
roof and skylights, exterior painting, new four-bedroom septic, crawl space 
encapsulation and dehumidifier, new chimney caps and chimney repairs, 
electric dog fence, and tree trimming to open up the view.

OFFERED BY
MARY ABRANYI
(828) 226-9818 
mary@bhhsmmr.com

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 488 Main St, Highlands | 2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, | 196 Burns St, Cashiers
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•Highlands Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30---o:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Preparing an of the good things on those days! 
493 Dillard Road 

828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!

•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 8p for Music in the Park!

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

•Obituary•

Ronnie Calloway, 74, of  Brevard, passed away on Oc-
tober 8, 2022. A native of  Franklin, North Carolina, he 
was the son of  the late Claude Lewis and Marie Dalton 
Calloway. In addition to his parents, he was also preceded 
in death by his sister, Doris Underwood, and his brothers, 
W.C. Calloway Scott Calloway and Junior Calloway.

A United States Army Veteran that served during the 
Vietnam War, Ronnie was very proud to have served his 
country. After his service he worked for DuPont in Tran-
sylvania County for over 30 years until his retirement.

He enjoyed hunting and fishing, playing his guitar, 
telling a good joke, and was never one to pass up a good 
argument, but his greatest joy was his family. He loved 
watching his children, and his grandchildren play ball and 
grow up well.

His loving survivors include his wife of  53 years, La-
zelle Calloway; their children: Pam Shook (Wesley) and 
Mike Calloway (Laura); their grandchildren: Dalton Callo-
way and Bethany Shook (T. J. Newkirk) their great-grand-
daughter Scarlett Hughes; his sister, Victoria Thompson 
(Bob), and his brothers: C.L. Calloway (Melba), Joe Cal-
loway (Linda) and Donnie Calloway (Elizabeth “Bitsy”).

Military Honors will be rendered by the North Caro-
lina National Guard and the Transylvania County Honor 
Guard at 3pm on Saturday, October 22, 2022 at Moore-
Blanchard Funerals & Cremations in Brevard.

The family will receive friends from 1:00pm until 
3:00pm at the funeral home.

In lieu of  flowers, please make donations to http://
cjdfoundation.org/ or https://www.dav.org/

To leave a condolence for the family of  Ronnie Callo-
way, please visit “Tributes” at www.mooreblanchard.com 

Moore-Blanchard Funerals & Cremations is honored 
to be caring for the family.

Ronnie Calloway

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

OPEN for Take-out 
ONLY

Lunch & Dinner
Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 

Closed Wednesdays

Highlands Emergency Council Fuel Assistance and 
Christmas Sign Up will be Oct 18-20 and Oct 25-27 at the 
Emergency Council from 8AM - 2PM at 71 Poplar Street 
in Highlands. PLEASE BRING PROOF OF INCOME.

Prepare to sign up for fuel  
assistance and Christmas gifts



Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for 

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin, Lake Nantahala, 

Highlands, Cashiers and Lake Glenville
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DECEMBER 15

HOLIDAY MUSIC • LIGHT BITES • CASH BAR

at THE FARM  
fireside

A Holiday Evening with Mike Kinnebrew

Book Now

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 

Realty Group.

‘Is My House Sold or Not?’

I’m often surprised to 
hear sellers say: “I’ve sold 
my house!,” only to learn 

they are in the due diligence 
period and that prompted 
this article to explain the ma-
jor difference! 

Due diligence is simply 
an investigative period that is 
typically between 14-21 days 
in length. The potential buyer 
can have any inspections of  
choice, with many including 
a home inspection, radon 
inspection, pest inspection, 
survey, septic inspection, 
and/or having a contractor 
analyze the property for ad-
ditions or upgrades. If  locat-
ed within the city limits, the Town Manager 
may be involved to analyze any additions 
based on the lot size and amount of  imper-
vious surface. Permits may also be involved 
and may require extra time.

During the due diligence period, the 
potential buyers can terminate for ANY 
reason. If  there is a loan involved, there 
will be a bank appraisal that slows down the 
process of  approval due to the lack of  ap-
praisers in our area. There is an automatic 
7-day extension, if  needed, if  the loan is in 
process and is delayed. If  the home doesn’t 
appraise for the contract price, the potential 
buyer can either pay the difference, ask the 
seller to reduce the sales price, agree upon a 
new “meet in the middle” price or terminate 
the contract. 

In our current market with so few 
homes for sale, buyers react quickly to tie up 
the home before someone else does. Some-
times it’s a “panic” decision and then the po-
tential buyers have time to realize they made 
a hasty decision and terminate the contract. 
This makes other potential buyers think 
something is wrong with the house and the 
buyers backed away due to a bad inspection.

I advise my sellers not to consider 
“sight unseen” offers. Sight unseen buyers 
place the homes into due diligence and often 
then arrive to see the house and decide the 
house is too close to another one, the drive-
way is steep, it’s too far from town, the pho-
tos made the rooms look larger than they 
really are, or they simply don’t like it. The 
seller’s broker then must put the listing back 
in MLS as active and the other potential buy-
ers are skeptical of  it for no good reason. 

Another important 
matter -- don’t start mov-
ing or packing while in due 
diligence. There is a chance 
the transaction will not go 
past due diligence and then 
you are back to square one. 
This is not a good place to 
be. Have your listing broker 
stay in touch with the selling 
broker for updates regard-
ing the buyers’ intentions. 

When the contract is 
written, there is an option 
for a due diligence fee. This 
is a non-refundable amount 
that goes directly to the sell-
ers as compensation for 
holding their home off  the 

market. If  the buyer moves forward and 
closes the transaction, this fee is credited to 
the buyer on the closing statement at clos-
ing. If  the buyer terminates the contract, 
the seller retains the fee. An offering of  a 
due diligence fee can give a buyer an advan-
tage over others if  multiple offers exist. I 
have seen buyers take first place if  there is 
a “bidding war” because they offered a due 
diligence fee. (This is not to be confused 
with earnest money, which is refundable if  
the buyer terminates the contract during 
the due diligence period.)

The due diligence period starts the 
day after all parties have signed the offer, 
creating a contract. It ends at 5PM on the 
last day of  the due diligence period. I have 
actually seen a buyer terminate a contract at 
4:59 PM on the last day of  the due diligence 
period! If  the contract moves past the due 
diligence period, it goes into a pending state 
which means the earnest money becomes 
non-refundable and the seller retains it if  
the buyers do not close. I have seen this 
happen twice in my career as a broker. 

I hope this helps with understanding 
contracts and the language written therein. 
Just know that the phrase, “I’ve sold my 
house!” should only be said after you leave 
the closing table and have handed the keys 
to the new buyers! 

• Pat Allen is broker-in-charge of  Allen 
Tate/PatAllen Realty Group in the downtown 
office at 295 Dillard Road. She is a certified Lux-
ury Home Marketing Specialist, consistent award-
winner, and a top producer every year for her career 
of  18 years. You may reach her at 828-200-9179 
or email her at pat.allen@allentate.com
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Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the Carolinas. 
Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with a real estate company with 

comprehensive market coverage, strong regional roots and global connections. 

®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.

With more than 20 experienced agents, Pat Allen Realty Group has been a formidable force in real 
estate for many years. Providing our clients with exceptional service and world-class connections, the 

firm’s recent partnership with Allen Tate Realtors has only strengthened our ability to serve our 
clients.

2080 Upper Divide Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,400,000 | MLS #100940 
Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 404-219-1349

219 Five Star Drive
Glenville, NC 28736 | $615,000 | MLS #100957 

Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448

Highlands-Downtown, Main Office | 828.526.8784 Wildcat Office/Cashiers Road | 828.526.4525
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Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

...Q&A continued from page 1

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

ority project.
“We are pleased to dedicate the pro-

ceeds from the Bob Jones Invitational Golf  
Tournament to support the Highlands Ca-
shiers Health Foundation” said Jim Santo, 
Co-Chair of  the Tournament Commit-
tee. Its important work supports health 
and well-being for families and neighbors 
across our Highlands and Cashiers area. Its 
commitment to Blue Ridge Health-High-
lands Cashiers, and the local access to high 
quality, affordable health care is essential to 
all of  us.”

Supporting healthcare on the plateau 
is not new to Highlands Country Club. The 

Bob Jones Invitational has contributed over 
six million dollars to vital healthcare servic-
es and initiatives over the last 39 years.

“We are extremely grateful for our his-
toric partnership with Highlands Country 
Club’s distinguished ‘Bob Jones’ event” 
said Robin Tindall, HCHF CEO and Ex-
ecutive Director. “The generous support 
each year is pivotal to HCHF’s long term 
commitment to health and well-being in 
our communities. Thank you for making 
a profound difference as we continue our 
work to lift health and well-being, togeth-
er.”

...BOB JONES continued from page 1

candidate John Shearl. Both Moore and 
Shearl are considered newcomers in the 
race as the incumbent for the seat, Jim Tate, 
announced his retirement from the board 
earlier this year. 

On the back side of  the ballot, vot-
ers will then be asked to cast their votes 
for TWO candidates under the Board of  
Commissioner District 2 seat – which rep-
resents Iotla, Millshoal, North Franklin, 
east Franklin, South Franklin, Union, and 
Smithbridge. 

There are TWO seats up for election, 
meaning every voter can select TWO out 
of  the four names that appear on the ballot. 

Incumbents Ronnie Beale (Democrat) 
and Gary Shields (Republican) are running 
for re-election and will be facing challeng-
ers Betty Cloer Wallace (Democrat) and 
Danny Antoine (Republican). 

Danny Antoine will not be represented 
in the Q&A because he declined to partici-
pate in Highlands Newspaper’s coverage.

In total, Macon County voters will be 
selecting THREE commissioners – and be-
cause November is a general election, not 
a primary election, any voter can vote for 
any candidate, regardless of  political affilia-
tion. All candidates will appear on the same 
ballot. 
District 1 County Commission Candi-

dates
Jerry Moore

Jerry Moore has been married to Kay 
for 29 years and they have four children. 
Moore has been actively involved in the 
Highlands community since his arrival in 
2007, volunteering as little league baseball 
coach, youth basketball coach, youth soc-
cer coach, Highlands School baseball and 
golf  coach, past chairman of  the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce, past secretary of  

Highlands Tourism Development Com-
mission, past president and current treasur-
er of  the Highlands Rotary Club, past chair 
of  the Highlands Zoning Board, current 
member of  the Macon County Economic 
Development Council and finance chair 
of  the Highlands-Cashiers Health Foun-
dation. Moore has a Bachelor of  Science 
Degree in Criminal Justice and a Master of  
Public Administration Degree. Moore has 
been a small business owner for the past 
15 years. From 2007 until 2019, he oper-
ated Kilwin’s Chocolates & Ice Cream in 
Highlands. Moore was also employed by 
the U.S. Court system for over 10 years as a 
federal probation officer, spending the last 
four years as the supervisor of  the presen-
tence and pretrial investigation unit. Moore 
currently operates Main Street Payments 
which provides credit card processing and 
bookkeeping services to small businesses 
throughout Western North Carolina.

“I believe my life and work experience 
will allow me to bring a fresh perspective 
to the commission,” said Moore of  his 
reason for running for commissioner. “Ad-
ditionally, Macon County is clearly experi-
encing a period of  significant change and 
I would like to be a part of  the solution to 
help maintain the character of  what makes 
this a great place to live. I also believe the 
need to maintain our economic viability 
and improve our education system will re-
quire someone with analytical skills and the 
ability to work with others. I believe I am 
the best person in this race to accomplish 
those goals.”
John Shearl

John Shearl and his wife Lila Munger 
have been married for 36 years. They have 
three sons Allen, Michael and Jared, all 

• See Q&A page 12
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Close to town with fenced yard and single ga-
rage. Two bedrooms, two bath cottage, with 
extra room, for office, den or extra sleep-
ing. Kitchen has new tile floor all appliances 
and large laundry room. Main house has din-
ing room, living room, two nice bedrooms 
and two full baths. Covered front porch and 
open back deck. All for only $649,000. mls 
#99025

Riverwalk. This lovely home is move-in condi-
tion. Only 4 years old and renovated last year 
into cutting edge design condition. 3/bed, 3/ba. 
Big Chill appliances,new cabinetry, and quartz 
tops. The greatroom connects to an outdoor 
Carolina Room with an artisan stone fireplace. 
The master bedroom is on the main level, with 
a huge bath. 2 additional guest suites upstairs, 
plus an office nook. Carport, low maintenance, 
well landscaped yard. Offered at $1,995,000. 
mls #100791

2 Bedroom 2 bath with loft. Located on Buck 
Creek Road. Main level living with additional 
loft area. Stone, wood burning fireplace in the 
living room. Private setting with just over 3 
acres of land. Additional workshop. Offered at 
$450,000. mls #100577

Wildcat Cliffs Country Club. This house has 
everything! 3 bedrooms 2 1/2 baths. Wonder-
ful garden area. Main level living with wood 
floors, cathedral ceiling in living room, which 
opens onto a lovely covered porch and open 
deck. Completely renovated kitchen, dining, 
powder room and master bedroom with 
bath ensuite. Lower level has 2 bedrooms, 
bath with family room, storage room, 2-car 
garage. Panoramic view. Membership is man-
datory and has membership requirements. 
Offered at $1,350,000. mls#100818

A golfer’s dream, this 4 bedroom, 4 1/2 bath 
home in Highlands Country Club overlooks 
the golf course at 14, 15, and 16th greens. 
Main level includes living room, dining area, 
Master bedroom, guest bedroom, custom 
kitchen with high end appliances, and a wet 
bar. Open living area features a wood and 
beam cathedral ceiling, custom windows, 
hardwood floors and floor to ceiling stone 
fireplace. Screened Carolina room with fire-
place and adjacent decks showcase the view 
of the golf course. Offered at $4,160,000. 
mls #100792

This Sagee home has a stunning daytime and 
night-time views and a waterfall. Master wing 
on main level has separate his/her facilities. 
Main level has additional two half baths and 
open floor plan. On the lower level there are 
an additional two bedrooms and baths and a 
den with an added bath, all with superb views. 
two-car garage has an upper level. Specked 
with high-end appliances, and windows. Of-
fered at $4,750,000. mls #100829

Located close to town, this 3 bedroom, 3.5 
bath sits high upon a knoll and overlooks the 
shimmering water of Lake Sequoyah. Enter 
the main level into a large living room - din-
ing room, Kitchen has a breakfast nook and 
pass through to the living-dining area. Powder 
room in the hall, which leads to the master 
bedroom and spacious bath, stairwell to the 
lower-level family room-game room with full 
bath. upstairs has two large bedrooms with a 
hall bath. This house has a rental history also. 
Offered at $825,000. mls #100924

Lovely 3 bedroom, 2 bath Golf Villa sits atop 
a knoll at Highlands Fall Country Club. It has 
a lovely deck with a ridgeline view. Enter in 
the foyer to a split bedroom plan with an up-
dated kitchen that is open to the dining and 
living areas. Fireplace in the great room for 
the chilly evenings. A great way to get into 
Highlands Falls Country Club. Offered at 
$695,000. mls #100788

This home is over 100 years old and is ready 
to be brought back to the condition it de-
serves. 3 bedrooms, 1 bath plus an office. 
close to town and great location. Offered at 
$1,300,000. mls #100745

Located about 5 miles from town, this home 
has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths and is perfect for 
year-round or a summer rental. Drive up to 
a 2-car carport, main room has a pellet wood 
stove, updated kitchen with room for expan-
sion. 2/bed, 2/ba, upstairs suite with bedroom, 
laundry, office/den and bath. Huge unfinished 
lower level with laundry, and work area. 2-level 
storage building. On an acre with great winter 
views and a usable yard. Offered at $645,000. 
mls #100826

2br/3bath cottage renovation being sold 
mostly furnished. Main level has all wood 
floors, vaulted bead board ceilings, 2 fireplac-
es and a whole-house generator. The large 
fully outfitted deck looks over a pretty moss 
yard and babbling creek. Bonus area down-
stairs with bath, sitting room and a private 
entry from outside. The house has a STR 
history both as a whole house and separate 
units. Offered at $565,000. mls #100962

Highlands Cove at Old Edwards Club. This 
lovely condo features easy access directly 
off Highlands Cove Drive and is close to the 
clubhouse, swimming, tennis courts, and golf 
course. 3/bed, 3/ba all on the main level, Cof-
fered high ceilings, move-in condition. Lovely 
decks and porches. Furnishings are negotiable. 
Offered at $1,150,000. mls #101007
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All Books 
20% OFF

at 

won all four of  their swims. 
In his first swim meet since he 

broke his arm which sidelined him 
for quite a while, Timmy McDow-
ell won two of  his events.

Eight of  23 Hurricanes had 
four PRs out of  four swims. They 
were Ivan Shchelgachov, Ben An-
ton, and Stefan Halldin, Alex’s 

Petric-Sakonjic, Annabelle Sear-
les, Bo Curcuru, and Jayce Powell.

Those with three PRs were 
Sadie Green, Jack Sumner, Dasha 
Halldin, Hayden Andrews, Alex 
Lopez, and Mason Johnson. Also 
with PRs were Alyse Remery, Ian 
Batista, Justin Powell, and Blake 
Kenter.

...OLYMPICS continued from page 1

three of  which are na-
tive Highlanders and 
graduates of  Highlands 
School. Shearl also had 
four grandchildren. 

“The spring of  
next year, will be the 
40th anniversary of  
Highlands being my 
life,” said Shearl. “I 
have always loved 
Highlands.” 

Shearl is a N.C. 
licensed contractor, 
owner of  J&J Lawn 
and Landscaping Services, Inc. of  
Highlands, and

Founder of  Shearl Produce, 
Inc. of  Otto. He is a retired High-
lands Firefighter and Medical Re-
sponder (21 years) former Presi-
dent of  Highlands Little League, 
former Highlands High School 
baseball coach, former Highlands 
School Booster Club board mem-
ber, recipient of  the Highlands 
High School -Highlands School 
Service To The School Award and 
former Macon County Planning 
Board Member. 

“I am a lifelong Conservative 
Republican (not someone who 
claims to be a conservative),” said 
Shearl.

According to Shearl, he is 

John ShearlJerry Moore

running for the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners “to in-
still conservative values and lead-
ership to District 1 County Com-
mission seat,” said Shearl.

What do you see as being the great-
est issue facing Macon County?

Moore: “Clearly the most sig-
nificant issue that will impact the 
county financially is the building 
of  a new high school in Franklin,” 
said Moore. “The existing struc-
ture is unsafe, outdated and not 
an adequate learning facility for 
students or teachers. We must be 
creative in our approach to financ-
ing this project, working hard to 
get state funding and other fund-
ing sources in lieu of  an excessive 
increase in property taxes. Al-
though the county does not have 
control over the outcome, access 
to broadband is a critical need for 
our county residents, and the com-
mission will need to work with all 
stakeholders to deliver reliable 
broadband to all of  our residents. 
I have found broadband access to 
be the number 1 topic on the cam-
paign trail.”

Shearl: “This depends on 
who you talk to or ask. The needs 

are many and broad,” 
said Shearl. “As a 
35-year conservative 
Highlands local small 
business owner I am 
concerned about the 
50.7 percent land val-
ue increase in Macon 
County for the 2023 
reevaluation. We are 
going from approxi-
mately 8 billion in land 
values to approximate-
ly 13 billion in values. 
We are potentially 

looking at a 25 percent increase 
in property taxes for capital im-
provement projects at this time. 
This is very concerning to me and 
should be to all landowners and 
taxpayers.”

Macon County is in the midst 
of  significant infrastructure planning 
for the school system. What are your 
thoughts on the new Franklin High 
School Project proposal? 

Moore: “As previously not-
ed, Franklin High School must 
be replaced to address the inad-
equacies of  the current facility,” 
said Moore. “The school board 
and commission will need to con-
tinue to work closely to get the 
new Franklin High School project 
started immediately. Early child-
hood education is critical to the 
success of  our children and the 
future of  our county and coun-
try.” 

Shearl: “I would love to see a 
brand new school for our children 
however with us being in a reces-
sion, people living paycheck to 
paycheck, inflation at the highest 
in many decades, the high prices 
of  medicine, groceries, gas, heat-
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Charming guest house is complete, and the larger home is well underway! Still time to pick your finishes and make 
modifications. The choice lot is the most desirable area of Mirror Lake and has a great mountain view! Sited on 2.3 
acres privacy is assured while only a 5 minute drive to downtown Highlands. Quality finishes, high end appliances, 
large deck area with fireplace for chilly mornings and evenings. Either pick your own builder to finish or work with the 
owner/builder to complete to your specifications. Live in the charming 2 bedroom guest home while finishing the 
interior of the main home. A fabulous home and deal! Perfect for 2 couples to share, family compound, or investor. 
Could have all completed by Christmas for memorable gatherings and enjoying the magic of our little town.

Extraordinary Opportunity

in Mirror Lake!
REDUCED BY ONE MILLION DOLLARS!

OFFERED AT $2,750,000Pat Allen | 828-200-9179
Julie Osborn | 828-200-6165

746 HICKORY HILL ROAD, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741  |  MLS# 100732
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WE MOVED 
to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main

Fall into Comfort

Plus
75% Off

Porch Sale
Every Day

Men & Women’s Clothing
Nancy’s Fancys & The Exchange

ing cost skyrocketing, every other 
costs extremely high and business-
es closing because they can’t get 
help, the cost to build at the highest 
that I have ever seen and interest 
rates are extremely high, etc. How 
are we going to pay for it or any 
other project? 

What are your thoughts on the pro-
posed expansion to Highlands School?

Moore: “The Highlands com-
munity is in desperate need of  early 
childhood education to serve fami-
lies from across the county who 
live and work in Highlands. I am 
in full support of  renovating High-
lands School to provide early child-
hood education. If  we do not in-
vest in our education infrastructure 
now, we will be investing in more 
jail cells later,” said Moore.

Shearl: “I am in the middle of  
researching Highlands School pro-
posal and needs,” said Shearl. “This 
has not been discussed until re-
cently and is new to a lot of  people. 
Most of  the people in Highlands 
don’t even know about this expan-
sion proposal nor the Pre K. In my 
research one thing I have found is 
there are three of  these Pre Ks in 
other county schools already.”

What are the top three things you 
hope to accomplish if  elected?

Moore: “I completely un-
derstand that my priorities may 
not be the priorities of  the other 
commissioners; therefore, I want 
to immediately find out what their 
concerns and priorities are moving 
forward and start working together 
on the issues,” said Moore. “I think 
the commission needs to prioritize 
education and county infrastruc-
ture, access to broadband and 
work closely with agencies in the 
community who deliver substance 
abuse and mental health services.”

Shearl: “1 - Provide essen-
tial services 2- Vote the will of  the 
people 3-Vote for low taxes to pro-
tect our citizens that are on a fixed 
income,” said Shearl.

What is your stance on the proposed 
sales tax referendum scheduled to appear 
on the November ballot?

Moore: “I fully support the 
proposed ¼ cent sales tax increase, 
which will round-up our sales tax 
to 7%,” said Moore. “All five of  the 

other counties in Western North 
Carolina have taken advantage of  
this increase, and they are moving 
forward with infrastructure proj-
ects with these funds. Approxi-
mately 45% of  retail spending in 
Macon County is completed by 
visitors who will be paying the 
extra ¼ cent on their purchases 
that will benefit our county’s bot-
tom line. This alternative funding 
method will allow us to keep our 
property taxes fair and reasonable 
for our residents, while still allow-
ing us to meet the demands of  
our county’s future.”

Shearl: “The voters will de-
cide by vote on the November 8th 
ballot,” said Shearl

If  elected, what you will you do 
to ensure all areas of  Macon County 
(Highlands, Nantahala, Cowee, 
Franklin, etc.) and all residents regard-
less of  political affiliation (this election 
could mark the first time in more than a 
decade that the board is made up by only 
one political party) receive equal and fair 
representation?

Moore: “I chose to run as an 
unaffiliated candidate for this race 
in an effort to leave partisan poli-
tics on the sidelines,” said Moore. 
“I firmly believe at the local level, 
with only five commissioners, 
we can work together to address 
the concerns of  all residents of  
Macon County. I look forward 
to addressing the needs and con-
cerns of  my district and the entire 
county.”

Shearl: “Regardless of  your 
affiliation, we are all residents of  
Macon County and need, deserve 
and expect the same essential ser-
vices,” said Shearl. 

What makes you the most quali-
fied candidate for this position?

Moore: “My experience 
working for more than a decade 
in the criminal justice system and 
operating small businesses for the 
past 15 years, gives me a unique 
insight into the role of  govern-
ment and the private sector,” 
Moore. “I want to bring these 
experiences to the commission 
to address the concerns outlined 
above. Additionally, much of  
what the commission addresses is 
complex financial issues to fund 

and finance the needs of  the 
county. My experience as finance 
chair on the Highlands-Cashiers 
Health Foundation and treasurer 
of  the Rotary Club of  Highlands 
as well as my accounting work 
with small businesses, will give 
me the base knowledge I need to 
be an effective commissioner.”

Shearl: “I am a 35-year con-
servative small business owner in 
Highlands,” said Shearl. “I am a 
lifelong Conservative. I am not 
for nor do I support the tax and 
spend ideology. I believe in plan-
ning and investing your tax dol-
lars for the future.”

Any additional information you 
would like to include?

Shearl: “I love Highlands, 
Macon County and our country,” 
said Shearl. “Naturally I want 
the best for our children, fami-
lies citizens, businesses and our 
home county. We live in one of  
the most beautiful parts of  the 
world. This is why so many come 
here to buy their vacation homes 
and this is why I am proud to call 
Macon County home. I look for-
ward when elected to represent 
my people in Highlands, Scaly 
Mountain, Sugarfork, Ellijay 
and all of  the citizens of  Macon 
County.”

District 2 MC Commission 
Candidates 

Ronnie Beale
Ronnie Beale was first elect-

ed to the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners in November 
2006. A Macon County business 
owner, Ronnie and his wife Cissy 
have three children, Cara Higgs 
(Bill), Evan, and Barrett, and live 
in the Iotla community.

Beale graduated from 
Franklin High School in 1973, 
attended Southwestern Commu-
nity College, and has served as 
the President of  Beale Construc-
tion since 1980. Beale also owns 
and operates All Seasons Storage 
from 1998 to 2022 and owned 
Carolina Mini Mart from 1999-
2020. 

Beale has served the resi-
dents of  Macon County for four 
terms, during which time he has 
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Order your fresh 
Magnolia wreaths now.

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

•On the Sunny Side•

Kenny Youmans

Loretta Lynn re-
cently passed 
away on Octo-

ber 4, 2022. She was 
90 years old. Loretta 
really was a coal min-
er’s daughter. She was 
the oldest daughter 
and second of  eight 
children. She was 
born April 14, 1932 in 
Butcher Hollow, KY. 
She was named after 
the film star, Loretta Young. Her 
family was poor, but over-flowing 
with love. 

 Loretta married at age 15, 
against her parents’ wishes. She 
told her parents she just couldn’t 
help it. She was in love. She and 
Oliver Vanetta “Doolittle” had 
known each other for only a 
month. It is easy to understand 
why her parents were against the 
marriage. However, she and Doo-
little (Doo) were married for 50 
years. He died at age 70. She said 
many times that he was respon-
sible for her success. 

 She had her first of  six chil-
dren at age 16, including identical 
twin daughters. She named her 
daughters Patsy and Peggy Sue. 
One was named after her sister, 
Peggy Sue, and the other was 
named after her best friend, Patsy 
Cline.

 Some people do not know 
that one of  Loretta’s sisters also 
became a famous country singer. 
She is known as Crystal Gayle.

 In 1976, her best-selling auto-
biography, “Coal Miner’s Daugh-
ter,” was made into a movie star-
ring Sissy Spacek and Tommy Lee 
Jones. The movie became number 
one at the box office and won 
many awards. Sissy Spacek won 
the Oscar for her performance. I 
don’t recommend many movies, 
however, I will make an exception 
with “Coal Miner’s Daughter.”

Loretta didn’t start singing in 
local clubs until she was 25 years 
old. Her husband, Doo, forced her 
into singing. She was extremely 
shy. She cut her first record, “I’m 
a Honky Tonk Girl” when she was 

A story about Loretta Lynn
28 years old. It immedi-
ately became a hit and 
reached number 14 on 
the music charts. She 
began singing on the 
Grand Ole Opry that 
same year.

 Loretta received 
numerous awards in 
Country and Ameri-
can music. She was in-
ducted into the Nash-
ville Songwriters Hall 

of  Fame in 1983, the Country 
Music Hall of  Fame in 1988 and 
the Songwriters Hall of  Fame in 
2008. She was honored in 2010 
at the Country Music awards cer-
emony. She was also awarded the 
Presidential Medal of  Freedom by 
President Barack Obama in 2013.

 Loretta wrote more than 160 
songs and released 60 albums. She 
had 10 number one albums and 16 
number one singles on the coun-
try charts. She won three Grammy 
awards, seven American Music 
awards, eight Broadcast Music 
Incorporated awards, 13 Acad-
emy of  Country Music awards, 
eight Country Music Association 
awards and 26 fan-voted Music 
City News awards.

 In 1972, Loretta was the first 
woman to be awarded “Enter-
tainer of  the Year” by the Country 
Music Association. In 1980, she 
was the only woman to be named 
“Artist of  the Decade” by the 
Academy of  Country Music. She 
was the first female country artist 
to receive a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of  Fame. She remains the 
most awarded woman in country 
music history.

 Sean of  the South is a daily 
blog written by Sean Dietrich. He 
is a columnist, novelist and pod-
cast host. His articles have been in 
many, many magazines and news-
papers.

 I’m including the following 
excerpt from one of  Sean’s blogs 
- “I first saw Loretta Lynn in con-
cert when I was nine years old. She 
sang “Don’t Come Home Drink-
ing with Loving on Your Mind.” 

• See LORETTA page 30
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8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

Courtyard Market

Come shop our market 
baskets and tea infusers!
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Autumn 
renewal is 

here!

BIGBIG
FallFall

SALESALE

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come see our new 
accessories for Fall at 

the Molly Grace!

343A Main Street • 828-526-9122
www.corricio.com
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(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Daily 
New Fall 
Arrivals 

• Free People • THML 
• Z Supply • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana
	  Jeans by:
	  • Joes •AG	  	
	  • Citizens 
	  • Hudson
	  • Mother
 	  Shoes by:
 	  • ShuSh 		
	  • Diba
	  • Blowfish
	  • Matisse

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

Visit us in Cashiers at Lulu & You!
326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

NEW LINES! NEW LINES!

New 
Johnny Was 

Arrivals Weekly

338 Main St.
526-4777

BAGS 
on MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main Street

828-526-9415

Come Find the 
Perfect Fall 

Sweater!

A Highlands tradition since 1940.
Our 82nd season on Main Street.

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160



NEW Rec Pool Schedule
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-7p; 

Sat. 11a-6p; Sunday 1-6p. Adult Lap Swim: 
Mon-Fri 6-9:45a; Mon.-Thurs, 5-7p. Sat. 
10-11a. 828-526-1595.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want to return to 
school or further their education meets 
at 10 a.m. More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 

pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets 

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. 
Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or third 
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•Highlands Area Events•
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Method-

ist Church on Spring Street is open from 
10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna Nor-

ton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm 
and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more infor-
mation, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay Chalpin 

from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 
at 5:30. A combination class with different 
types of exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhilarat-

ing and fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation.

• At Hudson Library, Family Storytime 
at 10:40a. For more information about any 
of these summer activities, contact Hudson 
Library at 828-526-3031. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30 
pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, 
and craft activities.For more information 
about any of these summer activities, con-
tact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts in Town 

Square on Main Street. 6-8:30 p.m. Bring 
chairs. 

Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H Founders 

Park on Pine Street. 6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs, 
blankets and a picnic. 

• Live music at Frog Quarters just be-
fore the bridge over the Little Tennessee 
River in East Franklin.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main 
Street in their Community Room/ 909 

Chapel. We serve breakfast at 9AM and 
hold our monthly meeting at 10AM We 
invite ALL Veterans to attend. Contact 
Ed McCloskey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660.

Fri. Oct. 21
• At Hudson Library, local author and 

entrepreneur Susie deVille, who just re-
leased her book Buoyant, will give a talk 
about her recipe for successful entrepre-
neurship at 2 PM. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing at this free pro-
gram. 

Sat-Sun., Oct. 22-23
• Last weekend for the Porch Sale 

at Corey James Gallery (corner of 3rd 
& Spring St, Highlands): SAT 10a-6p. SUN 
12-6p. UNIQUE High-End Decor: 

Sat., Oct. 22
• At the Highlands Performing Arts 

Center Live via Satellite Met Opera Me-
dea at 1p. For more information call 828-
526-9047. 

Mon., Oct. 24 
• At The Bascom, Art League of 

Highlands-Cashiers monthly meeting 
4:30 – 6 pm: | FREE

Tues., Oct. 25
• Candidate Forum at the Library 

on Siler Road in Franklin from 5:30-7 
p.m. in the Living Room.

• Celebrate Halloween the natural 
way! Join the Highlands Biological Foun-
dation for their annual Enchanted Forest 
Halloween bash on Tuesday, from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. Go trick-or-treating through 
the forest trails of the Highlands Botani-
cal Garden. A bonfire, hot drinks, face 
painting by Macon Faces, and more will 
be waiting at the end. Costumes are en-
couraged! For more information, please 
call (828) 526-2623. 

Thurs.-Sat.,Oct. 27 - 29 
• Smoke Stories - Calliope Shorts: 

Campfire Stories at the Full Spectrum 
Farms Pavilion, 1185 Wayehutta Rd. in 
Cullowhee. Performances are at 7 p.m. 
and take place outdoors. Tickets are $20 
general admission, $25 for VIP seating 
and $16 for children, students and se-
niors. For more about tickets: Calliope 
Shorts | Campfire Stories (ticketspice.
com)

Fri., Oct 28 
• At Hudson Library the last for 

2022 “Community Coffee with the May-
or” Friday at 11am in the Hudson Library 
Meeting Room. Mayor Patrick Taylor will 
be joined by Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
CEO Tom Neal with updates and future 
plans for Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

• Join Jessica Willis Fisher fireside at 

Tuesday of each month at 3pm. Members 
receive weekly notification regarding when 
and how the group will assemble.“We wel-
come participation from anyone interested 
in writing, or just hanging out with writers,” 
said Bud Katz. For more information con-
tact Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim 

for strong, lean muscles using light weights, 
body weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. 

Wed. & Sat in October
• Autumn Amble” leaf tours this Octo-

ber. Every Wednesday and Saturday at 4 PM, 
staff will lead an exploration of the High-
lands Botanical Garden to discover what 
leaves are already changing and (the science 
of) why. All are welcome to participate in 
these free guided tours, and no registration 
is necessary. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-

11am. Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 10am-
1pm, everyone is welcome so come out and 
enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Highlands-Cashiers 
Chamber Music Festival 

presents 

Free Fall Concert 
1st Presbyterian Church-Highlands 

Saturday, October 29 - 5 PM 
Sponsored by the Cullasaja Women's Outreach 

Julie Coucheron, piano, Helen Kim, violin, Charae Krueger, cello 

HIOHLAN.OS 
CASHieRS 
� � 
FeSTIVA� 

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www.h-cmusicfestival.org 

hccmfnc@gmail.com 
(828) 526-9060
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•Highlands Area Events•
the Highlander Mountain House 
for the latest musical perfor-
mance in their Salon Series. at 9 
p.m.Tickets on the hotel website 
www.highlandermountainhouse.
com 

Sat. Oct. 29
• Highlands Historical So-

ciety will celebrate our town’s 
founding families with a recep-
tion beginning at 2p in the Fel-
lowship Center at Highlands 
United Methodist Church. The 
festivities are in conjunction 
with the inaugural Highlands 
Heritage Jamboree sponsored 
by the Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce and Visit Highlands 
NC. Does your family have 
roots in Highlands that go back 
100 years or more? Let us know 
you’re coming by RSVP’ing at 
HighlandsNCHeritage@gmail.
com.

• Highlands Heritage Jam-
boree featuring traditional mu-
siuc, dancing and craftsat Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 
3-7:30 p.m.

• FREE Highlands-Cashiers 
Chamber Music Festival Fall 
Concert at 1st Presbyterian 
Church at 5 p.m. Featuring Juli 
Coucheron, piano, Helen Kim, 
violin and Charae Krueger, cel-
lo. Sponsored by the Cullasaja 
Women’s Outreach.

• HS Fall Festival 5-8 p.m. 
Carnival games, bounce houses, 
haunted house, hayride, face 
painting, cake walk, theme-box 
silent auction. Fun for the entire 
family!

• At the Highlands Perform-
ing Arts Center, Sideline at 7:30p. 
For more information call 828-
526-9047.

• Fall into Dance ARTS Sat-
urday at the Macon County Pub-
lic Library at 10:30 am, for chil-
dren and young families. Contact 
the Arts Council for details, 828-
524-ARTS or email arts4all@
dnet.net.

Mon. Oct. 31
•Annual Halloween on 

Main. 5-8 p.m.
Thurs.-Sat., Nov. 3 - 5
• Smoke Stories - Calliope 

Shorts: Campfire Stories at the 
Full Spectrum Farms Pavilion, 
1185 Wayehutta Rd. in Cullo-

        For Tickets & Information:For Tickets & Information:
        HighlandsPerformingArts.comHighlandsPerformingArts.com

      Highlands Performing Arts CenterHighlands Performing Arts Center
   507 Chestnut Street  Highlands  NC   507 Chestnut Street  Highlands  NC

SidelineSideline
BluegrassBluegrass

Saturday, October 29,  2022Saturday, October 29,  2022
7:30pm7:30pm  

whee. Performances are at 7 
p.m. and take place outdoors. 
Tickets are $20 general admis-
sion, $25 for VIP seating and 
$16 for children, students and 
seniors. For tickets: Calliope 
Shorts | Campfire Stories (tick-
etspice.com)

Thurs., Nov. 3
• FAME Jr., starring High-

lands School Middle School 
students Thursday at 7:30 at 
the Performing Arts Theatre on 
Chestnut Street. The show is 
FREE but please reserve a seat. 
at highlandsperformingarts.com. 

Fri., Nov. 4
• At the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center, Great Art on 
Screen: Botticellic Florence & 
the Medici at 5:30p. For more 
information call 828-526-9047. 

Sat., Nov. 5
• At the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center Live via Satellite 
Met Opera La Treaviata at 1p. 
Call 828-526-9047.

Sun., Nov 6
Join North Carolina’s very own 
Chatham Rabbits fireside at the 
Highlander Mountain House for 
the latest in their Salon Series at 
5:30p. Tickets on the hotel web-
site www.highlandermountain-
house.com 

Fri., Nov. 11
• Farm Harvest Dinner & 

Barn Dance. Book at the Farm. 
For tickets go to OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/chefdinners

Sat., Nov. 12
• Chef Dinner at OEI’s Half-

Mile Farm, New Orleans Kitchen 
Collab with Chef Sue Zemanick. 
Book at OldEdwardsHospitality.
com/chefdinners.

Fri., Nov. 25
• At the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center, Masters of Soul 
at 7:30p. For more information 
call 828-526-9047.

Sat., Nov. 26 
• Light Up the Park from 6 

to 8 p.m. in Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Founders Park. Anticipation will 
fill the mountain air as the com-
munity gathers in the park to 
enjoy treats and a program that 
includes live music and carols led 
by Silly Ridge, a display of chil-
dren’s artwork and a reading of 
the Christmas story. Then, Santa 

arrives atop a firetruck to usher 
in the lighting of the park and 
Main St. Watch the park come 
alive with thousands of holiday 
lights that will stay up all season, 
along with ice skating and pho-
to-op fun. 

Fri., Dec. 2
• At the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center, Great Art on 
Screen. Venice: Infinitely Avant 
Garde at 5:30p. For more infor-
mation call 828-526-9047.

Saturdays in December 
• Santa in the Park in Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park. San-
ta will appear in the park each 
Saturday to hear wishes from 
children of all ages. He will also 
periodically stop by to retrieve 
letters placed in a special mail-
box in the park. 

Sat., Dec. 3
• Highlands Christmas Pa-

rade from 10:30 a.m. to Noon 
along Main St. Marching bands, 
llamas and camels, creative 
floats and – of course – Santa 
Claus as part of this longtime 
tradition. Those who want to 
participate in the parade must 
submit a completed application 
to the Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC 
no later than Nov. 17. To apply 
and for more information, email 
events@highlandschamber.org 

or call 828-526-5841. 
Sat., Dec. 10
• At the Highlands Perform-

ing Arts Center Live via Satellite 
Met Opera The Hours at 1p. For 
more information call 828-526-
9047.

Dec. 16-31
• The Mountain Theatre 

Company presents Home for 

the Holidays, a Christmas Tra-
dition. Celebrate the season as 
we make magic in the moun-
tains this holiday. at The Play-
house on Oak Street. Wednes-
day - Saturday @ 7:30p and 
Saturday & Sunday @ 2p. For 
tickets go to www.mountain-
theatre.com. 



OPEN 10AM - 4PM 
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY 

�a@ 
m ® lTil O ful11'� GTI@l3 

MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908
• Uniform Exhibit 

 THROUGH OCTOBER 

www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 37th year in Highlands

O c t o b e rO c t o b e r
S A L E !S A L E !

35% to 55% OFF
25% Off 

All cleaning and 
repairs
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•Hospital News•

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

October: The right time to raise awareness about 
Breast Cancer

There is much reason to feel 
positive about the strides 
that have been made in 

the fight against breast cancer 
since Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month was first instituted, some 
36 years ago. 

Screening technology is im-
proved, innovative therapies have 
been developed, and research 
for a cure continues. Certain as-
pects surrounding breast cancer, 
however, haven’t changed, and 
they have to do with the screen-
ing process. Getting your annual 
mammogram is still the most 
critical thing you can do to make 
it more likely that any abnormal-
ity will be detected earlier, when 
breast cancer is easier to treat.

Everyone at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital takes pride 
in the fact that we can offer our 
community the best in screening 
options. These include the 3D 
mammogram, a test that gives ra-
diologists a much more complete 
view of  breast tissue, since many 
more images of  the breast are 
taken during the procedure as op-
posed to 2D mammograms. Ad-
ditionally, it has been found that 
3D mammograms are associated 
with a reduced number of  trou-
bling callbacks — when a woman 
is requested to return for more 
imaging; 3D mammography is 
also exceptional at finding tumors 
in women who have dense breast 
tissue. 3D mammograms are also 
better at finding tumors when 
they are smaller in size, which im-
pacts treatment. 

Debate exists among organi-
zations about at what age a wom-
an should have her first mam-
mogram. Some say that an initial 
screening should be at a woman’s 
discretion between ages 40 and 44 
if  they are at average risk, while 
others, like the American College 
of  Radiology, recommend that a 
woman’s first mammogram occur 
at age 40. Since one in six women 
diagnosed with breast cancer is in 
her 40s when she receives it, we 

are proponents of  the American 
College of  Radiology’s guidelines.

Performing a breast self-ex-
am is also important, so you can 
get an idea of  what is normal in 
terms of  how your breasts look 
and feel, and talk to your physi-
cian if  you notice anything un-
usual. Fortunately, research shows 
that even when a woman finds 
a lump during a self-exam, in 8 
out of  10 instances, it is benign, 
or non-cancerous. A good breast 
self-exam tutorial is available on 
the National Breast Cancer Foun-
dation website, at https://www.
nationalbreastcancer.org/breast-
self-exam. 

Even though we are lucky 
to have good news on multiple 
fronts regarding breast cancer, 
one in eight women are still diag-
nosed with the disease, and 85% 
of  those diagnosed have no fam-
ily history of  it. This means that 
diligent self-care and preventive 
screening are still critical. 

We also know that certain 
lifestyle factors are thought to 
lower your risk for breast can-
cer. These include being within a 
weight range that is normal for 
your height and build, exercising 
regularly, eating a varied, nutrient-
dense diet, avoiding tobacco, and 
limiting or avoiding alcohol. If  
you have children, breastfeeding 
has also been linked to a lower 
risk. 

Finally, talking to your pri-

mary care physician about breast 
health, screening, and your risk 
are very important. You and your 
physician are a team, and these 
topics should be discussed at your 
annual wellness exam, and any 
other time you have questions or 
concerns.

This month, schedule your 
mammogram, encourage some-
one else to (some groups of  fami-
ly and friends even schedule theirs 
together, and do something fun 
afterwards), participate in a breast 
cancer awareness event, or make 
a donation to a cause related to 
breast cancer research. 

I’m also happy to announce 
that Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
has a new, state-of-the art Bone 
Density Unit, where we can help 
patients who live with osteopo-
rosis — a progressive bone loss 
condition that affects an estimat-
ed 44 million Americans. 

Nearly 50% of  post-meno-
pausal women live with osteopo-
rosis, but men are not immune. 
According to the National Osteo-
porosis Foundation, 2.8 million 
men live with the condition, while 
14.4 million have low bone mass, 
known as osteopenia. 

The primary danger for os-
teoporosis sufferers is increased 
risk for fracture. The disease is 
silent, and often, a broken bone is 
the first sign that you have it — 
unless you get tested. Fortunately, 
advances have been made in the 
technology that helps us measure 
bone density. 

We’re grateful to have a new 
Lunar bone densitometer from 
GE Healthcare, which precisely 
measures spine, hip, and forearm 
density (areas where fractures oc-
cur most often). Test results reveal 
if  a patient is at risk for osteopo-
rosis and whether they have low 
bone density or if  it’s decreasing at 
an unusually fast rate. The screen-
ing can also indicate whether os-
teoporosis treatment is working. 

This screening is comfort-
• See HOSPITAL page 27
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...Q&A continued from page 14

PRO COMMUNITY PRO FAMILY PRO SMALL BUSINESS

MOORE FOR MACON COUNTY
EXPERIENCE LEADERSHIP SERVICE

www.JerryMoore2022.com
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Jerry Moore

FOR COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

I'm running as an independent candidate for the Macon
County Commission. I'm not beholden to any national
political party or any special interest. The only interests
I commit to understand and support are those of
families and businesses here in our county.

To overcome the challenges and to make the most of
opportunities ahead, we need to be looking for partners,
not adversaries. I plan to work with others, including
non-profits and businesses, as well as other government
agencies, to deliver the best possible services at the
lowest cost to taxpayers.

I believe government's job is to ensure taxpayers'
investments serve a better future, which is why I fully
support the proposed 1/4 cent sales tax increase. Almost
half of this increase will by paid by visitors to Macon
County, helping us keep property taxes low while we
address the critical education and infrastructure needs
that will improve the lives of Macon County residents.

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

served as both Chairman and Vice-Chair-
man. In addition to the board of  commis-
sioners, Beale has served as past chairman 
of  the Franklin Area Chamber of  Com-
merce, Macon County Social Services, Ma-
con County Board of  Equalization and Re-
view, Macon County Planning Board, Past 
President of  the Franklin Daybreak Rotary 
Club, served on the Board of  Directors of  
Enter Bank for over 20 years, Past Chair-
man of  the March of  Dimes, the North 
Carolina Community Foundation and 
served on the board for REACH of  Ma-
con County. He is past master of  Junalus-
kee Masonic Lodge and past ambassador to 
Shriner’s Crippled Children Hospital.

Beale’s current involvement includes 
serving on the board for Macon County 
Fair, and Board of  Directors of  the Chero-

kee Preservation Foundation. Beale is cur-
rently the Vice Chair of  the Southwest 
Commission and Vice Chair of  Vaya Board 
of  Directors, the mental health arm serving 
31 Western Counties. 

Beale was voted North Carolina Com-
missioner of  the Year in 2013 and contin-
ues to represent Macon County on the state 
level. A past president of  the North Carolina 
Association of  County Commissioners and 
current member of  the association’s govern-
ing board, Beale is also slated to serve as the 
next President of  the Southwest Commis-
sion, the regional council of  government. 

“I am running for re-election to the 
Macon County Board of  Commissioners 
to continue working with our local school 
board to give all students across the county 

• See Q&A page 22
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• See Q&A page 23

Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage
Featuring traditional music, 

dancing & MORE!

Performances By:
Margaret Tooke of the
 Highlands Bagpipers

3 to 3:30 p.m.
The Renowned 

Bailey Mountain Cloggers
3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Bluegrass Musicians 
Laney and Friends

5 to 7:30 p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
October 29th ~ 3 to 7:30 p.m.

 Join us!

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC visithighlandsnc.com

the best opportunity to succeed,” said Beale. 
“It is also extremely important to me to 
continue advocating to provide broadband 
to as many households as possible in Ma-
con County while also working every day to 
improve the quality of  life for Maconians. 
Lastly, I am seeking re-election to continue 
working diligently in mental health and sub-
stance abuse area, which affects all of  our 
families as I have done since being elected 
in 2006.”
Gary Sheilds

Shields was born in the Cartoogechaye 
Community and lived on Mill Creek until 
completing the 9th grade at Franklin High 
School. He then attended Walhalla High 
School due to his father’s work schedule 
where he completed the 10th grade. Shields’ 
parents moved to Waynesville, NC, where he 
completed grades 11 and 12 and graduated 
from Waynesville Township High School in 
June 1966. In October 1966, Shields entered 
the military and served two tours of  duty in 
Vietnam completing his military service ob-
ligation in June 1969.

Shields entered Gardner-Webb Col-
lege (University) in August 1969 and earned 
a BA Degree in Social Science in 1973. He 
continued his education at the University 
of  North Carolina-Charlotte earning a MA 
Degree in Master of  Education in 1975 and 
in 1985, he earned a MA Degree in Guid-
ance Counseling from UNC-Charlotte via 
Western Carolina University. After graduat-
ing from Gardner-Webb College (Univer-
sity) in 1973, Shields began working in the 
Kings Mountain School System as a teacher 
and school administrator for eight years. In 
1981, Shields was hired by the Macon Coun-
ty Board of  Education where he served as 
Counselor/Teacher at Nantahala School, 
FHS Counselor/Assistant Principal, Union 
Elementary School Principal for five years 
and returned to be the Principal of  Frank-
lin High School for 21 years. Shields retired 
from Franklin High School in June 2010.

“After serving 37 years in public edu-
cation and after retiring in June 2010, I was 
elected to the Macon County BOE where 
I served 4 years,” Gary Shields said when 
asked why he was seeking re-election. “I 
soon felt that my understanding of  county 
government was very limited and how Ma-
con County existed beyond the BOE. Being 
elected to the Macon County Commissioner 
Board in 2014, I have strived to understand 
the total workings of  Macon County. In No-
vember 2022, I will have completed 8 years 
in county government and have chosen to 
seek another 4 year term to feel that my IN-

VESTED time has not been in vain. With 
INVESTED time come UNFINISHED 
business that I am willing to give my time 
and energy toward completion.”
Betty Cloer Wallace

Betty Cloer Wallace has a lifetime 
of  public service including: 5th genera-
tion Maconian; four university degrees in 
California, Georgia, and North Carolina, 
including Doctorate in Public Adminis-
tration, UGA; Associate Superintendent, 
Macon County Schools; Director, Western 
Regional Education Center (WNC); Su-
perintendent, Vance County Schools (17 
schools, 1,100 employees); Assistant State 
Superintendent, NC Department of  Pub-
lic Instruction, Raleigh; US Department of  
Education Fellow, Washington, DC; Asso-
ciate Superintendent, NW Arctic Borough, 
Alaska; Adjunct Professor, WCU and SCC; 
served on numerous boards and commis-
sions for industrial recruitment, facilities 
planning, and economic development; 
Amazon book author; tree farmer (native 
hardwoods); rental businesses (commer-
cial and residential); NC Democratic Party, 
State Secretary (elected two terms), State 
Executive Committee, Executive Council.

“To continue using my half-century 
of  experience and credentials in public ser-
vice administration and economic devel-
opment to work toward practical and sus-
tainable change for Macon County; to help 
reverse the top-down authoritarianism that 
has controlled our Board of  Commission-
ers for many years; to encourage a greater 
voice by our citizens in local government; 
and to help create a more moderate and 
balanced governmental representation of  
our residents as per gender, community, 
vocation, social needs, and financial where-
withal,” Wallace said when asked why she 
is running for county commissioner. 

What do you see as being the greatest issue 
facing Macon County?

Beale: “I think the top three issues 
facing our county today are, “Number 1: 
Providing our children with the tools to 
succeed. We must continue investing in our 
children as they are the future of  Macon 
County. Since being elected we have con-
structed two new schools, placed additions 
on three schools and totally renovated 
several schools. Also, provided a teacher 
supplement while working closely with 
our local board of  education,” said Beale. 
“Number 2: Access to quality broadband. 
Macon County must continue working 
with local providers to expand broadband 
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internet access. In August of  2022, we com-
pleted the 1.5 million South Macon Fiber 
Backbone project. This would not have 
happened without support of  the majority 
of  the County Commissioners. Which ap-
propriated $580,000 to this very important 
project. And lastly, number 3: Housing is 
crucial to economic development. We have 
excellent schools, a new medical facility, 
low crime rate, abundant natural resources 
and great recreational facilities. These quali-
ties combined which the continued expan-
sion of  broadband internet makes Macon 
County a very attractive location for poten-
tial employers / individuals. What we are 
missing? Affordable housing. It is the most 
important factor. Not only to economic de-
velopment, but to the future of  our county. 
We must work with Federal and State Gov-
ernments in providing affordable housing.”

Shields: “I serve on nine assigned Li-
aisons by the chairman and 6 Liaisons that 
are unassigned,” said Shields. “Of  the 35 Li-
aisons our county has, each commissioner 
has Liaison assignments and brings issues 
to the board that are priorities in that mo-
ment and skilled workforce, housing/rent-
als, health care, senior citizens to include 
Broadband services are always a issue topic.I 
think our board members would agree that 
to single out “one issue” would be debat-
able. My idea is to focus on a “group issue”. 
In our budget summation each year, I look 
at the “Expenditures Graph” and view the 
top 3 expenditures. For the 22/23 budget 
year 3 departments are in constant need. 
PUBLIC SAFETY which involves Sheriffs 
department, Emergency Medical Services, 
Emergency Management and other public 
safety departments make up 30% of  our 
budget. HEALTH AND HUMAN SER-
VICES includes Health Department, Social 
Services, Veterans, Mental Health and Se-
nior Services and Housing makes up 22% 
of  our budget. EDUCATION (Macon 
County School System) has numerous capi-
tal and current expense needs to include 
technology and operating budget to accom-
modate for ever-changing circumstances 
makes up 19% of  the budget. These 3 im-
portant departments make up 71% of  our 
22/23 budget and each has single issues or 
multi issues that need constant attention.”

Wallace: “Lack of  economic develop-
ment providing jobs that can support fami-
lies,” said Wallace. “Statistics for two de-
cades shows that our poverty level remains 
at 30% and that we are continuously losing 
our young families because of  lack of  good 
jobs, healthcare, vocational options, and 

social opportunities. We must change our 
current societal and economic trajectory if  
we want to slow down the exodus of  our 
young families, take care of  our elderly and 
disabled citizens, and move forward as a vi-
able and economically competitive county.”

Macon County is in the midst of  significant 
infrastructure planning for the school system. What 
are your thoughts on the new Franklin High School 
Project proposal? 

Beale: “I am very anxious to see what 
the architect brings forward on October 
18,” said Beale. “Over the years we have 
continued to spend money at FHS which is 
the same as putting a band aid on a major 
wound. I think a new high school is vital not 
only to our students, but to our community 
in many ways. We must continue to give our 
students the best opportunities to succeed.”

Shields: “The topic of  a new Franklin 
High School has been a conversation for 
over 20+ years.

In the past 2 years, I have served on the 
FHS Project Facilities Review Team and was 
first involved in searching for a school site 
of  at least 30 acres,” said Shields. “Proper-
ty owners soon realized that a high school 
may not be “neighborhood friendly” due to 
over 300+ student vehicles moving twice 
each day, 80+ faculty and staff  vehicles, 40+ 
school busses, parent traffic and most of  
all the traffic that comes with a 3A sports 
program with 30+ athletic teams. To top 
the search for a new high school, water and 
sewer had to be available and this was lim-
ited outside the city limits. Our next project, 
via LS3P Architect Firm, was to look at the 
FHS campus and bring in a data engineer-
ing team to evaluate the 7 identified build-
ings that are north of  Panther Drive. The 
data engineering team was given directions 
to project an upgrade of  50 years on each 
of  the 7 buildings and to bring all assessed 
buildings up to today’s building codes and 
needed additional square-footage.In June 
2022, after approximately 3/4 months, the 
FHS Renovation Plan, of  approximately 
149 pages, was released back to the FHS 
Facilities Project Review team for studying. 
On July 26, 2022 Macon County Board of  
Education and the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners held a joint meeting in 
the Franklin High School Fine Arts Center, 
open to the public, and each board voted to 
authorize our county manager to negotiate a 
contract with LS3P for a “schematic design 
for a new Franklin High School at the cur-
rent location.”

Wallace: “We need a new county high 
• See Q&A page 24
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school, but not a little toy high 
school shoe-horned into the cur-
rent 20.4 acres site,” said Wallace. 
“A comprehensive high school 
should be at least 50 acres with 
easy access and egress, and fa-
cilities to house a wide range of  
programs. The current cramped 
campus will never be adequate for 
what our children need; and the 
prior decisions of  our commis-
sioners should not have taken us 
down this unfortunate path. The 
current site would be adequate for 
a middle school but not for a high 
school.”

What are your thoughts on the pro-
posed expansion to Highlands School?

Beale: “Highlands is request-
ing a pre-k building,” said Beale. 
“As of  now they do not have a 
general pre-k at all. I think this is 
an item that we certainly need to 
look at for the future for High-
lands students.”

Shields: “I had the opportu-
nity to see the new site plans and 
toured Highlands School with 
Principal Jetter a few months ago,” 
said Shields. “I will be involved 
in a meeting updating the Facili-
ties Review Team on this project 
on October 13, 2022 at the BOE 
room at 9 a.m. Today’s date at this 
writing by me is October 12, 2022. 
I will be listening tomorrow for 
additional information and future 
plans concerning this project.

Wallace: “Both Highlands 
and Nantahala Schools should be 
expanded as proposed to meet the 
needs of  those communities, both 
educational and civic,” said Wal-
lace.

What are the top three things you 
hope to accomplish if  elected?

Beale: “If  re-elected, the top 

three things I want to see accom-
plish are, first, securing access to 
quality broadband, Macon County 
must continue working with local 
providers to expand broadband 
internet access. In August, we 
completed the South Macon Fi-
ber Backbone Project. Broadband 
is no longer a luxury, but a neces-
sity for our economic growth and 
education of  all Macon County 
students. 

Second, I want to continue to 
work diligently in providing better 
mental health and substance abuse 
services to the citizens of  Macon 
County, as I have done since being 
elected in 2006. This is one area 
where most if  not all of  Macon 
County’s families are affected.

And lastly, I want to contin-
ue working with our local school 
board in giving the students of  
Macon County the best opportu-
nity for success.”

Shields: “A. Putting closure 
to the new Franklin High School 
Project, B. Affordable housing and 
rental dwellings and C. Broadband 
and Cell service available to all of  
Macon County,” said Shields.

Wallace: “(1) Long-range fa-
cilities planning for our schools, 
court system, law enforcement, se-
nior services expansion, healthcare 
options with specialty clinics, and 
a multi-purpose civic center,” said 
Wallace. “(2) We have an Econom-
ic Development Commission that 
is virtually unknown and which 
functions outside the purview 
of  the Board of  Commissioners. 
The EDC should be brought un-
der the administrative oversight 
of  the Commissioners (or a new 
one formed), become transpar-
ent to the public it is supposed 

to serve, and recruit retailers and 
industries by aggressively market-
ing our county through numerous 
commercial associations and net-
works. (3) Better communication 
between our local government 
and public by way of  a Public 
Relations and Public Informa-
tion Office, especially with broad-
band expansion into all parts of  
our county. Furthermore, we the 
people must insist that our local 
government illuminate the will of  
the people rather than continu-
ing their authoritarian top-down 
decision-making.”

What is your stance on the pro-
posed sales tax referendum scheduled to 
appear on the November ballot?

Beale: “I support the quar-
ter cent sales tax for several rea-
sons,” said Beale. “It will generate 
approximately 2 million dollars in 
revenue. This revenue will be ear-
marked for education, which will 
help in keeping our ad valorem 
taxes low. Since we are the only 
county in the far west that does 
not have the quarter cent sales 
tax, it will keep our money local 
instead of  our neighbors receiv-
ing it.”

Shields: “I am 100% for the 
1/4 cent sales tax,” said Shields. 
“In 2007, the NC General As-
sembly gave County Boards of  
Commissioners the authority to 
levy an additional 1/4 cent county 
sales-and -use tax, subject to voter 
approval. These monies brought 
in ($2,000,000) equates to ap-
proximately (2 pennies) that could 
be used toward lowering our Ad 
Valorem, property taxes. This 1/4 
cent sales tax revenue could be 
used in funding capital needs in 

...Q&A continued from page 23
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the Macon County School System where 
presently, school capital needs are paid 
for by Property Taxes or called Ad Va-
lorem Taxes. Of  the 7 counties west of  
Haywood County, Macon County, has the 
opportunity on November 8, 2022 to join 
the other 6 counties in Region A to be-
come partners and move forward in sup-
porting the Macon County School System 
with their capital needs projects.” 

Wallace: “I am in favor of  the sales 
tax if  it is clearly designated for schools 
without displacing other funding, which is 
unlikely. The sales tax hike has been dis-
ingenuously oversold by our commission-
ers in several ways -- primarily as revenue 
from tourists without acknowledging that 
most buying in our county is done by our 
own residents year-round. Also, the mi-
nuscule amount of  revenue from the sales 
tax is not a drop in the bucket when ap-
plied to the exorbitant cost of  the project-
ed high school, a cost that conservatively 
will approach $200 million over the next 
three decades,” said Wallace. “The only 
reason the commissioners are putting a 
sales tax on the ballot now is because pub-
lic voting on local sales tax is required by 
state law; and they are obfuscating the fact 
that it will do very little to help our overall 
economic wellbeing, that we will be paying 
the sales tax forevermore, and that their 
top-down decision (without a public hear-
ing) to build an inadequate little toy high 
school has not been popular.”

If  elected, what you will you do to ensure all 
areas of  Macon County (Highlands, Nantahala, 
Cowee, Franklin, etc) and all residents regardless 
of  political affiliation (this election could mark the 
first time in more than a decade that the board is 
made up by only one political party) receive equal 
and fair representation?

Beale: “Since being elected in 2006, I 
have and will continue to serve all Macon 
County citizens regardless of  their politi-
cal affiliation,” said Beale. “My record as a 
county commissioner has always been to 
have an open door policy for all Maconi-
ans and this will continue to be the case.”

Shields: “Each board member rep-
resents a district (1,2,3),” said Shields. 
“The representative(s) from their district 
has an obligation to listen and promote 
the needs of  his/her district. When needs 
are brought before the commission-
ers, the representative(s) of  that district 
should present the problem, not based 
on color, race, gender, religion or political 
affiliation. Commissioners should remind 
themselves of  the Oath of  Office they 

swore to uphold and remember the Pledge 
of  Allegiance and support the last 6 words 
in the Pledge of  Allegiance: “with liberty 
and justice for all”.

Wallace: “Listen to the citizens and 
ensure that all are heard. Hold regular pub-
lic hearings and regular public referenda on 
a wide range of  issues.,” said Wallace.

What makes you the most qualified candidate 
for this position?

Beale: “Having had the privilege of  
serving as a commissioner for the past 16 
years, I am very familiar with all county 
departments and also the budget process,” 
said Beale. “I have had the opportunity to 
network and forge relationships with lead-
ers across the region and the state. Having 
served as President of  the North Carolina 
County Commissioner Association and cur-
rently serving on the Board of  Directors, I 
have the opportunity to speak and repre-
sent MC on a state level. I also serve as Vice 
Chairman of  the Southwest Commission 
for the seven far west counties, which gives 
Macon County the opportunity to work on 
issues that are vital to this region and to Ma-
con County.”

Shields: “I follow a motto of  “Earned 
Not Given,” said Shields. “I am a Vietnam 
Veteran and have invested in our country 
by serving in the military. I have invested 
in a career of  public education as a teacher, 
counselor, assistant- principal and building 
principal. I have spent 37 years as a educator 
with 29 of  those years in the Macon County 
School System with my last 21 years, before 
retiring in June 2010, as principal of  Frank-
lin High School.”

Wallace: “My half-century of  expe-
rience and credentials in a wide range of  
public administration in education, indus-
trial recruitment, facilities planning and 
construction, research, finance, and public 
relations,” said Wallace. “The role of  the 
Board of  Commissioners is service through 
policy-making and oversight of  legal mat-
ters pertaining to the public, oversight of  
administrative functions to ensure that all 
citizens are heard equitably and fairly, and 
responsible expenditure of  tax revenue pro-
vided by citizens for the public good of  ev-
eryone. My belief  is that local government 
belongs to our citizens and should tran-
spire from the bottom up, not from the top 
down. It is not a business with a bottom-
line profit and should not be operated as a 
business; it is a public service for ensuring 
that taxpayer money is used according to 
the wishes of  “we the people” who gener-

...Q&A continued from page 24
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•Spiritually Speaking•

Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

Sept 18: 9 AM Morning Prayer, 4:45 Festival Eucharist
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah&Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. 9:30a; Sat. 4p; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Curtis Fussell
Co-pastor

First Presbyterian Church

Someone has said that October through December 
is the season of  “Hallowthankmas.” It’s a time of  
pumpkins, colorful leaves, good food, greenery, send-

ing cards, and party going. Above all it is a time when we 
seek to be connected to family and friends and connected 
to God.

Recently, a book on this subject titled, “Connect,” with 
the subtitle: “12 Vital Ties that Open Your Heart, Lengthen 
Your Life, and Deepen Your Soul,” was published by Ed-
ward Hallowell. The theme of  his book is this: life is only 
meaningful if  we are significantly connected to others, to 
our family, to our friends and ultimately to God. 

Hallowell readily acknowledges that being connected 
to people and God is never easy. It is dangerous, difficult, 
and sometimes bland. But being connected beats the alter-
native, which is loneliness: a life unconnected to others.

When Hallowell was a teenager, his father told him 
many times: “The amount of  money you make has impor-
tance, fame also has its place. How much you achieve is 
significant. But what really matters is to have close friends. 
If  someone will stand by you even at risk to themselves, 
then you have made a good life.”

Jesus likewise said the greatest thing in the world is to 
love God and to love others as you love yourself. That’s a 
call to get connected with God, self, and others. We were 
made to love, made to connect with God, self, and others, 
and not merely to live higher and longer, but to live better.

When all is said and done, life is about people we have 
touched and those who have touched us along the way. 
During this season of  “Hallowthankmas,” give thanks to 
God for the connections in your life that have nourished 
you. Seek also to strengthen and renew those connections 
you have with family, friends, and God.

Hallowell ends his book with these words, “Make the 
connections live. Take time for your friends. Express to 
them your love. Make peace with the relative you’re mad at. 
At a party, speak to an old friend in a new way. Breathe life 
into the connections you make. Every day. Now!” That’s 
good advice for this season of  “Hallowthankmas.”

Make connections live
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Oct. 5. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have 
been used. 

Oct. 5
• At 11 a.m., officers responded 

to a shoplifting incident at Moutyanin 
Fresh Grocery where a bottle of wine 
ws taken.

Oct. 12
• At 3:30 p.m., officers responded 

to a burglary breaking and entering 
with damage to property at the Peggy 
Crosby Centers, storage facility. A door 
valued at $200 was damaged.

Oct. 13
• At 8 a.m., officers responded to 

a larceny from a construction site and 
damage to property at a lon N. 4th 
Street where about $1900 in tools was 
taken.

• At 1:30 p.m., officers responded 
to a two-vehicle accident on Cullasaja 
Drive.

Oct. 14
• At 12:37 p.m., officers were noti-

fied of a shoplifting incident at Bryson’s 
Food Store.

• At 5:58 p.m., officers were noti-
fied of a shoplfiting inscie at Moutna 
Fresh Grocery where food itmes were 
taken.

Oct. 15
• At 8 a.m., officers resonded to a 

two-vehicle accident on SR 1603.
Oct. 16
•At 3:40 p.m., officers responded to 

a two-vehicle accident in Higlands Plaza.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 

log from Oct. 4.
Oct. 11
• At 1:50 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 
east.

• At 8:26 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a Co2 alarm at a residence on North 
Drive.

Oct. 12
• At 12:40 p.m. the dept. provided 

public assistance at a location on N. 4th 
St.

•At 1:37 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on US 64 west.

Oct. 13
• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on Main Street.
• At 3:32 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Hum-
mingbird Lane.

Oct. 14
• At 10:54 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Ravenel 
Lake Trail.

• At 6:01 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Main Street.

Oct. 15
• At 9:36 p.m. the dept. provided 

public assistance to a residence on Big 
Bear Pen Road.

Oct. 17
• At 12:44 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Fore-
man Road.

• At 5:14 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a location on skyline 
Lodge Road.

Oct. 18
• At 5 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Upper Di-
vide Road.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �­
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

...HOSPITAL continued from page 20
able, lasts just 30 seconds, and no prepara-
tion is necessary. Once someone is found 
to be at risk, a change in diet, exercise, or 
medication can halt any more bone dete-
rioration. 

The Bone Density Unit also has impli-
cations for women who are breast cancer 
survivors. Since they may be at increased 
risk for osteoporosis, this testing capability 
is a special bonus for these patients.

If  you would like to schedule an ap-
pointment at our new unit, please call 828-
526-1450. As always, Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital is here to provide the care you 
need, with expertise and compassion. 

Before I close, I’d like to make you 

aware of  an event we’re working with lo-
cal law enforcement agencies to sponsor. 
On Saturday, October 29th, we will be par-
ticipating in the Crush the Crisis prescrip-
tion medication take back event, an effort 
to ensure that opioids and other unused or 
expired prescription medications can be 
disposed of  safely. You can drop off  your 
medications from 10am-12pm here at the 
hospital, at 190 Hospital Drive, but please 
note we cannot accept needles, syringes, 
lancets, inhalers, or liquids. Bringing your 
medications to the event makes our com-
munity safer. For more information, please 
call 833-582-1970.



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

“Following Jesus makes your life better AND 
makes you better at life!”

Come join us for Sunday morning small group.

LIVE STREAM 
with

Andy Stanley 
at 9a.m.

For more information: 404-307-1415 (Bee)

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge



Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
Personal service and integrity

Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS
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•Classifieds•

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Western Carolina Property Services
Property Caretaking & Handyman Services

Steve Larsen
Licensed & Insured

443-866-5685
wcpropertyservices@yahoo.com

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• CLASSIFIED page 30

PORCH SALE
SAT-SUN OCT. 22-23 – HIGHLANDS 

PORCH SALE EXTENDED! Leaves are falling, 
and so are our prices! Come see Many More items. 
UNIQUE High-End Decor: Vases, frames (8x10, 5x7). 
International items are one-of-a-kind. Large selection of 
wool hats/scarves/purses/totes/coats & quality fabrics. 
Outdoor accessories & rugs, kitchen gear. Most under 
$30. Cash preferred (if credit card, add 6% fee) Find 
Holiday Gifts & Support a Great Cause: Farmers are he-
roes: 20% will be donated to Central Florida Farmwork-
ers (still being affected by flooding from Hurricane Ian). 
Held at Corey James Gallery (corner of 3rd & Spring 
St, Highlands): SAT 10a-6p. SUN 12-6p. To preview 
larger furniture (teak, etc) at my home, email Margaret 
Jones at naturalawakenings@earthlink.net or landline 
828-526-4943 or BEST: text 407-620-5824

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV 

Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for 
more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

2008 CORVETTE SPORTS CAR. Original 
owner. Equipped with every option available - heated 
seats, Bose stereo, leather, etc. Automatic transmission, 
Z-51 high performan brake and suspension. Automoatic 
transmission. Red. Good looking, fun and reliable. Lo-
cated in Highlands. 828-200-9040 or email Randolph.
power@yahoo.com. (st. 9/15) 

SUNBEAM TIGER – Classic ‘65 Sunbeam Tiger 
V8 convertible with hardtop. Come see in Highlands. 
386-562-1976. (st. 6/2)
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FOR LEASE
PRIME RETAIL SPACE ON 

MAIN STREET - 1710 Square feet at 
322 Main Street. Additional 720 Square 
feet in upstairs apartment or storage. 
Contact David King, Highlands Hospi-
tality LLC davidmooreking@icloud.com 
727-644-9544. (st. 10/20)

HELP WANTED
WHLC FM 104.5 IS LOOKING 

FOR SOMEONE TO ADD TO OUR 
TEAM AT OUR HIGHLANDS, NC 
OFFICE. You’ll be working closely with 
our clients and staff in a variety of ways. 
The position will cover a wide variety of 
tasks, including the scheduling of radio 
commercials, interaction with our cli-
ents, answering phones, record keeping 
and billing. People skills and computer 
skills are mandatory. This is a fulltime 
position with benefits. We like to think 
that we are unlike any other business 
around. We are looking for an experi-
enced person with a strong work ethic, 
a desire to help and a multi-tasker. Oh 
yes, you must love music! If this sounds 
like a job of interest to you, please e-
mail your resume to info@whlc.com, 
fax to 828-526-4900, or mail to P. O. 
Box 1889, Highlands, NC 28741. Please 
do not apply using messenger. WHLC is 
an EEO Employer. (st. 10/20) 

HOTWIRE COMUNICA-
TIONS IS HIRING! LOCAL High-
lands opportunities. FULL-TIME, year-
round, customer facing, Field Service 

Technicians & Fiber Splicer jobs available. 
Excellent pay & benefits. Forward your 
resume to samantha.baker@hotwire-
communication.com. (st. 9/15)

DO YOU LOVE TO COOK, PUT 
TOGETHER GIFTS, AND SELL? 
Would you like to work in a bustling Main 
Street store and have no two days alike? 
The Dry Sink is hiring!! Please come in to 
see if we’re a good fit. We like to have fun 
while working hard to provide the best 
customer service in Highlands. Salary is 
commensurate with sales experience. 
Please email Sam at shays@thedrysink.
com or stop by for an application. The Dry 
Sink, 450 Main St. (st. 9/1)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
LAND TRUST IS HIRING! Join our 
hardworking team and be a part of the or-
ganization that is conserving the Plateau’s 
natural places for ours and future genera-
tions. Seeking a Development and Out-
reach Assistant who will be responsible 
for several duties including meticulously 
managing HCLT’s donor database and 
processing donor gifts/donor acknowl-
edgments; assisting with other fundraising, 
PR, and administrative tasks; assisting with 
event planning and implementation; and 
providing office reception services such as 
greeting visitors and directing telephone 
calls as well as other duties as needed. This 
is a part-time position (20-30 hours/week) 
with the possibility of transitioning to full-
time and other growth potential. Hourly 
wage commensurate with experience. This 

•Classifieds•
position reports to the Development Di-
rector and has the option for some flex 
scheduling. Send your resume to julie.
hitrust@earthlink.net. (st. 8/11)

DOMESTIC IRONING – Needed 
In Highlands. Pick up and return when fin-
ished. Call Dottie Butler at 941-735-8996. 
Leave message. (st. 6/19)

SWEETREATS AND HIGH-
LANDS DELI IS UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT and is hiring full and 
part time staff for the season. Competitive 
starting wage, great tips, and reasonable 
hours (not too early, not too late). Pick up 
an application in store at 115 S. 4th Street 
or apply on Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 
5/19)

WOLFGANG’S BISTRO is 
looking for full-time prep and line cook, 
waitstaff and hostess. Evenings only. Call 
Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted 
Living Facility currently hiring CNAs and 
Dietary Staff. Flexible Schedule, Competi-
tive Pay, Great Atmosphere. Call 828-526-
5251 or stop by for an application.You 
may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by email 
to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindab-
tiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & 

Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/

Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also of-
fer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike 
Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design 
& Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
POSITION. Part Time Hours. Please 
email your resume to office@lupoliinc.
com.

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Contruction 
– Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, 
Roofing, Decks, Painting. Insured. 828-200-
4071. (12/29) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? I can 
do it. Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (12/29)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledge-
able, dedicated to my clients. Stop paying 
agency prices and call me. Franklin, NC 
407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, slides 
& negatives to CD or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

...Q&A continued from page 25
ate it—all the people, not just some with 
special interests.”

Any additional information you would like 
to include?

Beale: “During my tenure as Coun-
ty Commissioner, we have managed to 
keep one of  the lowest property tax rates 
in the State of  North Carolina, Capital 
outlay has increased by 33% to approxi-
mately $9.9 million in fiscal year 2023, the 
county’s outstanding debt has decreased 
by 22%, The unassigned fund balance has 
increased by 100% making Macon County 
which plays a key role in Macon County’s 
solid financial position,” said Beale. “If  re-
elected my door is always open, as it has 
been for the past 16 years, to all Macon 
County citizens. My goal is simple. To help 

our community in any way possible.”
Shields: “I served 4 years on the Ma-

con County Board of  Education and I am 
completing 8 years as a Liaison to the Ma-
con County BOE and will complete my 8th 
year as a Macon County Commissioner in 
November 2022. All total, I have served 49 
years in public education,” said Shields. “I 
am choosing to seek re-election for another 
4 years on the Macon County Commis-
sioner Board. I have “unfinished” business 
that I want to be a part of  putting closure to. 
Macon County is my home and supporting 
“MACONIANS” is my goal.”

Wallace: Macon County has been hard 
hit in recent years with major retailers pull-
ing out of  the county. Retailers go wherever 

there are profits to be made. Simple as that. 
A local economy must be advantageous for 
“we the people” before the people can sup-
port significant retailers; and a local econo-
my is dependent on jobs that can support 
families, educational opportunities, health-
care, public safety, and affordable housing. 
Otherwise we are left with our current dollar 
store economy, part-time service jobs, and 
proliferation of  substandard infrastructure,” 
said Wallace. “I am a fiscally and socially 
Moderate Democrat who believes that our 
local county government should represent 
all of  us, that fair and balanced moderation 
is best for the long haul, and that we need a 
vision for our county that focuses more on 
being producers instead of  consumers.”

My father sang along. Who is that? I asked 
my father. “That is the mother of  country 
music,” he said.

“And he was right, in a way. Yes, ex-
perts say that Maybelle Carter is the official 
Queen Mother. Others would argue that 
Patsy Cline is the entitled Dowager. But for 
my money, it’s Loretta. 

 She was beautiful. She was true. She 
was Loretta Lynn for crying out loud! To-
day, her statue is ornamented with hun-
dreds of  colorful bouquets. As I placed my 
own bouquet beside her feet, a young man 
in a cowboy hat says, “Who is that lady stat-
ue supposed to be?” “That’s Loretta Lynn,” 
says another onlooker.

 “Loretta, who?” says the young man 
in the cowboy hat. “Never mind,” says 
a nearby man. “If  you don’t know, you 
shouldn’t be wearing that cowboy hat.”

 “And somehow, I think Loretta would 
have liked that.”

...LORETTA continued 
from page 15
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 7 
days a 
week

(closed Wed. 
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

IItt  wwaass  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  
ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu..

114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104

#1 REAL ESTATE 
FIRM
OONN  TTHHEE  PPLLAATTEEAAUU

$291 MILLION
SSAALLEESS  VVOOLLUUMMEE  22002211

276
TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS

$1M
AAVVEERRAAGGEE  SSAALLEE  PPRRIICCEE

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS
474 Main Street

828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P


