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Save Highlands deposes Town Board
Last Wednesday marked one
year the town has been navigating
its short-term rental ordinance
and the fallout from its Aug. 24,
2021 decision to prohibit STRs
in the R1 zoning districts effective Jan. 3, 2022.

A lot has happened since then.
That Aug. 24 decision was
rescinded; attorneys representing
three sides – those of the Town
of Highlands, SAVE Highlands
and the Highlands Neighborhood
Coalition have been hired; court

Girls Varsity Volleyball: Highlands India Clark jumps for a kill
against Rosman on Monday at home. Highlands won 3-2.

cases regarding STRs in the state
have been decided in favor of STR
homeowners establishing among
other things that the renting of
residential units is not a commercial enterprise; proposed Town of
• See DEPOSES page 12
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MS Boys Soccer: Highlands Stephen Pierson puts pressure on
Summit’s offense on Monday at home. Highlands lost 8-1.
– Photos by Brian O’Shea

Highlands School sports in full swing
By Brian O’Shea
Since the new school
year began on Monday,
Highlands sports teams
have been back at it and
seasons are up and running
with highs and lows in the
first week.

Highlands girls varsity
volleyball recently hosted
Rosman on Monday and
took it to an intense game
5, but the Lady Highlanders prevailed winning the
tie breaker and taking the
match 3-2.

Highlands junior varsity team had an equally
intense match against Rosman, but lost in a tie-breaking game three, losing 2-1.
Highlands girls varsity
golf team began their season last week and won their

Thurs., Sept. 1 2022

first team victory against
Murphy. Highlands Anna
Stiehler was a medalist in the
first match against Rabun
Gap and Murphy.
“All of the girls are having a great start and showing
• See SPORTS page 30
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Packed house at STR
public hearing
segues to worksession
By Brian O’Shea and
Kim Lewicki
People lined the walls
at a Public Hearing Thursday, Aug. 25 to voice their
opinion on the proposed
short-term rental policy
amendments -- a prelude to
the town’s scheduled worksession Tuesday, Aug. 30.
Proposed
Town
amendments:
• Option 1: One proposal disallows STRs in R1
and R2 but allows Homestays in those residential districts where the owner stays
on the property. All rentals
are allowed in R3 and the
business districts.
• Option 2: Allows everyone in town to rent their
homes regardless of the
zone for two years at which
point the use is amortized –
ceases for evermore, but just
in R1 and R2.

Speakers were given
three minutes to share their
views with the Board with
approximately 15 members
of the community stepping
up to the podium.
Attorneys for SAVE
Highlands and Highlands
Neighborhood
Coalition
were given an extended period to speak using time allotted by those they represent and were given up to 15
minutes.
First up was SAVE
Highlands Attorney Derek
Allen from the firm Allen
Stahl + Kilbourne based in
Asheville.
Allen said this was only
the second time they have
had the chance to discuss
this matter since the STR
issue began a year and one
day. He said members of
SAVE Highlands crave dia• See STR page 23

M c C UL L E Y’S
The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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Honor the many ‘labors’ this Labor Day

S

allie and I labored this past
From my first-hand experience,
weekend, along with about
it is a labor-intensive experience.
60 other artists and craftsSome might say it is a “labor of
people, by participating in the
love.” But I think it is more than
Highlands Arts and Crafts Exthat. So many of the artist and
hibition at Founders Park. While
craftspeople depend on these exI had not participated for over 8
hibitions as a meager livelihood.
years, we set up a tent and display
They work in home studios, as do
in both shows this year, the one
I, and then travel throughout the
in June and this past weekend. It
region to art shows to sell their
is sheer hard work to be in such Highlands Mayor work.
an event.
It reminds me of the statePatrick Taylor
I want to salute Cynthia
ment of the Renaissance artist,
Strain who has been the organizer of Raphael, who mused that “artists are mere
these exhibits for many years. She an- peddlers of beauty.” I might also add that
nounced her retirement from the exhibi- artists and craftspeople use their hearts,
tions during this past weekend. She has minds and sheer physical labors to create
been a faithful advocate for area artists objects of value and beauty.
and craftspeople. I also want to thank the
I am reminded of a lecture my late
Mountain Top Rotary Club for their spon- friend and professor of art at North Georsorship of these exhibitions. Their cadre gia State University, Bob Owens, once deof volunteers and the money they gener- livered. During the lecture Bob put on the
ate to nonprofit causes make these events podium a small pot that a North Georgia
special.
potter had produced. He asked the audiBut, as an artist/craft person for near- ence what was the value of the pot? Bob
ly 60 years, I want to thank the exhibitors responded that from a monetary view, it was
that make this community event possible. only a few dollars at best. But Bob stressed
As we approach the Labor Day Holiday, I that from a cultural and humanistic perspecreally want to recognize those people that tive of someone shaping and forming that
exhibited at the show this past weekend. vessel, there was an intangible value that is
ascribed to enterprise, devotion, and creHighlands Newspaper ativity.
So, on this Labor Day Weekend, I
www.highlandsinfo.com
hope we can come to honor those laboriPhone: (828) 200-1371
ous acts of everyday labor that in the long
Email:
run enhances all of our lives, even though
HighlandsEditor@aol.com
we might tend to not ascribe high monetary
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
value to that labor.
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse
I recently observed one of our town
Brian O’Shea
sanitation workers collecting garbage in my
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
neighborhood. What struck me was that
Locally owned and operated by
the worker had to drive a big truck skillfully
Kim & Jim Lewicki
to maneuver it through the street, then the
Adobe PDF version at
driver would get out and walk around colwww,HighlandsInfo.com
lecting and emptying the trash cans in the
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
back of the truck. I told him that it seemed
Highlands, N,C 28741
A l l R i g h t s R e s e r ve d . N o a r t i c l e s , he did a lot of walking. His response was
photos, illustrations, advertisements or that he used a digital tracking device one day
this past summer and discovered he walked
design elements may be used without
about six miles every time he ran the route.
permission from the publisher.
I hope on this Labor Day Weekend
Letter Policy:
we pause to honor and appreciate all those
We reserve the right to reject or edit skilled laborers we depend on to do hard
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters work every day so everyone can all enwill be accepted, Views expressed are not joy those services that we tend to take for
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. granted.
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New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials
Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com
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CELEBRATE YOU AND
AMERICA THIS
LABOR DAY!
We have everything at
The Dry Sink to indulge
your senses as well as your
hobbies!
If you like to Garden, we have
fun tools.
If you love your Pet, we have
tons of fun merchandise to
pamper them.
Love Baking? Oh my gosh,
we have everything you need
to bake your favorite breads
and treats!
Grilling is your thing?
Come in our shop and be
amazed by our tools and
accesories!
If you’re interested in healthy
Skin Care, Personal Products,
or just yummy smelling
Essentials,
we’ve got you covered!
Or perhaps, you simply love
to shop and pour over new
items and products that are
fun and beautiful….
we welcome you to
The Dry Sink!
Open
Mon.-Sat. 10a-5p
Sunday 1-5p

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.
Highlands

•Letters•

SAVE Highlands lawyers offer advice
Dear Town of Highlands, Commissioners,
Town Manager:
Aug. 24, 2022 was the one-year anniversary of the Town voting to interpret
the current UDO as prohibiting short-term
rentals. This vote prompted our clients’ legal action and led to a cascade of events
— and continued Town missteps — that is
on course to culminate in yet another vote
on the regulation of vacation rentals in the
Town of Highlands.
This vote is likely one of the most important votes in Highlands’ history.
The Town has an opportunity to either: 1) vote on common-sense legal regulation of vacation rentals; or 2) pass an
ordinance that will trample individual property rights, gut the local economy, and lead
to continued litigation that will take years
to resolve.
Our clients urge the Town take option
one and put to bed the dispute that has
fractured the Town.
In so urging, I will summarize below
where we have been, where we are, and
what will happen next, depending on the
choice the Town makes.
1. Where we have been.
Highlands is a tourist town and always

has been. Tourists and second homeowners abound, leading to a vibrant economy
that benefits everyone from contractors
and tradesman, to shop owners and restaurants, to housekeepers and landscapers.
Vacation rentals are a crucial part of that
economy and always have been.
Consequently, short-term rentals
have always been allowed in Highlands.
Town officials stated numerous times that
short-term rentals were allowed in all zoning districts. People who otherwise could
not afford property in Highlands bought
homes based on those representations,
renting them out to pay their mortgage.
The Town’s surprise vote of August
24, 2021, to interpret the UDO as prohibiting short-term rentals was a complete
about face and shock to these homeowners. For many, the vote meant they would
have to sell their home as they could not
afford it without the support of renters.
For others, like those in real estate
management, it meant the loss of their
livelihood. Both groups — not to mention
lower income residents in the service industry who depend on the vacation rental
market — faced dire economic loss be• See LETTERS page 10

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

3
TERESA SEAY
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(828) 421-1514

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741
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The Michaud/Rauers Group
Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers (seated)
Tom Goldacker, Alex Michaud & John Muir

4

BR

4

BA

(with good boy Marlowe in front)

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB | $1,775,000 | MLS# 100644

The #1 Team

The current owners have made all the updates that today’s buyers expect
but have retained the magic of years gone by, such as gleaming hardwood
floors and wormwood walls in the bedrooms and dining room. A new lifetime
metal roof was added, and windows, doors, and kitchen were all updated
and the driveway was paved. A new dual-fueled efficient heat pump with
humidity control was added, and both main house and the guest cottage
have been encapsulated. The open deck is wonderful for watching the golf-ers
play on the 5th hole of HCC’s championship course. A separate guest
house boasts wormwood walls, a full bath, plus a coffee bar, and will keep
your overflow guests cozy and happy. The home is directly across the golf
course from the club canoe dock where one can fish, canoe, and paddleboard; it is also makes a wonderful spot for sunset cocktails.

in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS
The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network.
Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, Judy & Mitzi earned
the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond (Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, 2020, &
2021 and ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.
Judy & Mitzi are Certified Luxury Collection Specialists.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

OFFERED BY

MITZI RAUERS + JUDY MICHAUD
Mitzi: (404) 218-9123 | mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
Judy: (828) 371-0730 | judy@bhhsmmr.com

www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 488 Main St, Highlands | 2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, | 196 Burns St, Cashiers
© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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•Highlands Dining•
OPEN!
TUES-SAT
DINNER STARTS
@5:30PM

LAKESIDE
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY

WWW.ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

828-526-4035

Celebrating 28 years
American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair
Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm
Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

Open
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open
7 nights
for dinner
5:30-9p
828-526-2338
US 64w • Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House
LUNCH:
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p
BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a
DINNER:
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p
SUNDAY BRUNCH
10a - 3p
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com
highlandermountainhouse.com

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours

Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Closed for
renovations
until
further notice

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30---o:30
Saturday 9:30-5:00
Closed Sunday & Monday
Preparing an of the good things on those days!

493 Dillard Road
828-526-2762

•Highlands Dining•
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Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market
Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Craft Ice Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches
For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com
Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of
salads, bakery items, and
SECRET daily specials.

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p
Saturday • noon to 8p for Music in the Park!
Now delivering to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

Paoletti

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM
Exceptional Wines
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!
Reservations:
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

•Obituary•

James Hardin Sherard, Jr.

Known for his compassionate
heart and gentle spirit, James Hardin Sherard, Jr., peacefully passed
through God’s heavenly gates at precisely 4 on the morning of August 26,
2022. As always, his adored wife of
80 years, Veda, was by his side. Theirs
was a true love story for the ages.
Born in Abbeville, SC, Oct. 17,
1921 to James H. Sherard, Sr. and
Minnie Blount Sherard. At 10 years old until he graduated
from high school, Jimmy bicycled the Abbeville paper route
from one end of town to the other. His mother would wake
him at 4 each morning to start his 5-mile track with his dog
Skip running along. Until the day he died he woke every morning at 4 and mentioned it often. Godwink.
At age 16, Jimmy left Abbeville for Clemson University
for his pre-dental training. Upon graduating in 1939 he entered
Atlanta Southern Dental College (Emory University School of
Dentistry).
He loved to tell the story that on the first day of school
he “spotted the cutest little freckle-faced girl I had ever seen”
from Clinton, TN. Veda Sanders was her name and she was
one of three females in a class of 102. Jimmy was smitten and
that was that. They married March 20, 1942 and remarkably
celebrated their 80 anniversary this year.
Upon graduating from Atlanta Southern Dental College
in November of 1943, he proudly served in the United States
Navy, Dental Officer 2nd Lieutenant in Pensacola before
boarding the USS Curtis stationed in the China Sea until the
end of WWII in 1946. He continued to serve in the Navel
Reserves until 1960.
During their years in Atlanta, Jimmy and Veda often visited the Highlands/Cashiers area. In 1972 they purchased a
weekend retreat from the hustle and bustle of Atlanta. When
Jim retired in 1989, they left Atlanta for Highlands.
Throughout the years, Jim loved his church and was an
active member at Trinity Presbyterian and First Presbyterian
Church in Atlanta and First Presbyterian Church in Highlands.
In addition to Veda and family, his number one hobby
and passion was golf. He began playing in the Navy and continued until he was 96 years old. He was a member of the
Atlanta Athletic Club, Cherokee Town and Country Club and
Wildcat Country Club.
Predeceased by his beloved parents James H. Sherard, Sr.
and Minnie Blount Sherard, sister Nanette Hamilton, brotherin-law William Hamilton, daughter Sandra Sherard Bethea,
granddaughter Mabry Morris Spence and great grandson
Whitaker James Morris.
Survived by wife Veda Sanders Sherard, sister-in-law Joan
Sanders, son-in-law Robert P Bethea (Leslie), adopted son, David Jones (Vesta), daughters Laura Sherard Mitchell (George),
Robin Sherard Ritchie (James), adopted daughter Marwen
Payne McDowell (Stewart), grandsons Robert P. Bethea Jr.
(Joy), Hardin Sherard Bethea (Dowell), Tyson Andrew Morris (Kim), great grandchildren, nieces, nephews and a cousin.
Contributions in memory of Jimmy may be given to Blue
Ridge Free Dental Clinic at 110 US-64, Cashiers, NC 28717 or
Highlands Community Child Development Center (HCCDC)
at 89 Church St., Highlands, NC 28741.
A memorial service was held at Highlands First Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, August 30.
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

I

Calling all number nerds and people
who like data! This article is for you!
As a real estate broker, I often hear the
number 4,000. “I want my home to be at
an elevation of 4,000 feet or higher,” say
many folks who are looking for properties
that stay cool in the summer. Highlands,
NC is at that esteemed, cool, high-elevation mark that many people crave, and this,
among other amenities, makes our real es-

Numbers tell the story

tate market hot!
For this article, I thought it would be
interesting to analyze the current trends in
the Highlands real estate market and then
look at other cities at or above 4,000 feet in
elevation to see how those markets compare to ours.
From August 1, 2021, through July 31,
2022, data from the Highlands/Cashiers
Board of Realtors indicated that High-

Building On A Legacy
23 Flagstone Road, Cashiers, NC
1.73 acres • MLS # L99197
Asking $1,000,000
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15%
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty is the
#1 producing office on the
Plateay 2020

Old Edwards

ROOFTOP TERRACE
NOW OPEN
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Church Street, Highlands

lands saw 250 single family
Beech Mountain, 151 prophomes close at a median sellerties sold at a median price
ing price of $844,500. The
of $23,500; the median listmedian list-to-sold ratio was
to-sold ratio was 93% and
97% and median days on the
days on market was 77. A
market was 76. The hightotal of 400 properties sold;
est selling price for a home
however, the number of
was $5.1 million. Thirty-nine
cash transactions was not
condos/townhomes sold in
available.
Highlands. The median sellI searched for addiing price was $595,000 with
tional cities in the southeast
a median list-to-sold ratio of
that were at or above 4,000
100% and 50 days on marfeet in elevation. Although I
Camille Yates
ket. For land in Highlands,
couldn’t find cities at higher
92 properties sold at a me- Berkshire Hathaway Home- elevations, I decided to look
Services Meadows Mountain
dian price of $207,500; the Realty in Highlands/Cashiers at data for Waynesville, NC.
The city center is at 2,752
median list-to-sold ratio was
92% and 186 days on market. A total of feet, but many of the homes that sold were
381 properties sold and 297 (78%) were at higher elevations. According to Canopy
cash transactions.
MLS data, Waynesville saw 557 single famThe data for Highlands real estate sales ily homes close at a median selling price of
in the last 12 months is impressive. Now, $350,000. The median list-to-sold ratio was
let’s look at other cities which are at an el- 99% and median days on the market were
evation of 4,000 feet or more.
10. The highest selling price for a home
At 5,506 feet, Beech Mountain, NC was $1.8 million. Thirty-eight condos/
is the highest town in the eastern United townhomes sold in Waynesville. The mediStates. The data for Beech Mountain is an selling price was $339,900 with a median
somewhat similar to Highlands’ data. Ac- list-to-sold ratio of 100% and six days on
cording to the High Country Board of Re- market. For land in Waynesville, 231 propaltors data*, for the same time, 162 homes erties sold at a median price of $48,500;
sold in Beech Mountain with a median price median list-to-sold ratio was 90% and 155
of $512,450. Median days on the market days on market. A total of 826 properties
was 54 with a list-to-sold ratio of 100%. sold; 405 (49%) were cash transactions.
The highest priced home sold for $2.3
Comparing the three high elevation
million. In Beech Mountain, 127 condos/ cities, the data shows that properties in
townhomes sold at a median selling price Highlands were valued substantially higher
of $209,000, a median list-to-sold ratio of from August 1, 2021, through July 31, 2022.
99%, and 48 days on market. For land in Single family home prices were 40% higher
in Highlands than in Beech Mountain and
59% higher than Waynesville. The same is
true for condo/townhome and land sales.
Highlands properties are valued higher.
The city of Waynesville had a much higher
volume of sales during this time compared
to Highlands and Beech Mountain. Sales
volume in Waynesville was 52% higher
than Beech Mountain and 54% higher than
Highlands.
Highlands is, indeed, a special place.
It’s a city that people treasure - not just the
high elevation but also the real estate.

~Home Decor
~Gifts
~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work
468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

• Camille S. Yates, is a real estate broker
with Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty in Highlands/Cashiers
and Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Lifestyle
Properties in Asheville/Hendersonville. Data from
Beech Mountain was provided by Linda Klatt, a
broker with Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Vincent Properties in Blowing Rock, NC.
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Pat Allen Realty Group is now part of Allen Tate Realtors, the #1 real estate company in the Carolinas.
Joining forces in 2021, Pat Allen Realty Group sought to align with an independent real estate
company with comprehensive market coverage, strong regional roots and global connections.
®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.

Happy Labor Day!
Serving our clients this past year has truly
been a labor of love. We hope you take
time to rest and recharge this weekend.

Highlands-Downtown | Main Office
828.526.8784

Wildcat/Cashiers Office
828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
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...LETTERS continued from page 4
cause of the Town’s August 24 vote.
More importantly, the vote was flat
out illegal. The UDO did not prohibit
vacation rentals, and the Board of Commissioners had no authority to interpret
the UDO and order enforcement effective
January 3, 2022.
To protect their rights and prevent the
Town’s clear overreach of its authority, our
clients were forced to sue at significant ex-

pense. As a result of this lawsuit, the Town
backtracked and rescinded its illegal actions of August 24, 2021.
Returning to square one, the Town
proceeded through the administrative review process to consider a newly drafted
ordinance. The Town first presented a
draft ordinance to the Planning Board,
which met with and sought input from our
clients. After the Planning Board submitThe Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

ted a proposed, revised ordinance to the
Board of Commissioners, the Town held a
public hearing on February 24, 2022. Our
clients presented comments at the public
hearing summarizing their position on the
proposed ordinance. Further, by letter of
March 4, 2022, our clients highlighted various legal and practical concerns with the
proposed ordinance, and provided a redlined version of the proposed ordinance
that represented a compromise position on
vacation rental regulation. Progress was being made. There was collective community
engagement.
Then we heard nothing. Dialogue
stopped. Rather than engage in discussion
on a potential compromise, the Town hired
its third law firm to “get a second opinion.”
Behind closed doors, the Town
scrapped the Planning Board’s hard work,
ignored our clients’ compromise position,
and created a brand-new ordinance published only days before the May 19, 2022,
vote to adopt the same. Just as it did on
August 24, 2021, the Town sneakily tried to
pass new regulations before Highlands residents could voice their positions. Indeed,
the Town even decided to include an entirely new concept of R-2 restrictions during the May 19 meeting.
Once again, the Town acted illegally
and, once again, this firm, at significant legal expense, had to notify the Town of its
legal error. Consequently, the Town had to
scrap yet another vote and go back to the
drawing board.
And while the Town could have taken
this opportunity to engage with proponents
of vacation rentals or explore compromise,
it instead doubled down on its illegal choices. Once more, it worked behind closed
doors to devise even stricter regulations via
its alternative, July 8, 2022, proposed ordi-

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments
Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

nances.
One of these alternatives includes an
amortization provision, which, as noted
by Ari Bargil of the Institute for Justice, is
manifestly illegal. He is the attorney who
successfully sued the City of Wilmington,
causing it to refund over $500,000 to its
residents, and likely costing it at least an
additional $300,000 in legal fees (on top
of what it already paid its attorneys).
The other alternative, proposed ordinance is likewise problematic. It imposes significant limitations on existing
short-term rentals, all of which violate
established principles of property law.
The proposed ordinance also prescribes a
constitutionally flawed formula purporting to determine the existence and scope
of established short-term rentals.
In short, neither alternative, proposed ordinance properly protects our
clients’ vested rights to maintain their
existing short-term rentals. But it is not
too late for the Town to heed our clients’
rights and its obligation to govern within
the bounds of its authority.
2. Where we are.
That brings us to the present. The
public hearing is tomorrow, (Thurs., Aug.
25, 2022) and the vote on the ordinance
will be at a meeting in the future, presumably September 15, 2022. Our clients
have always only wanted the Town to do
one thing: comply with the law.
The Town did not do that on August
24, 2021. The Town did not do that on
May 19, 2022. The upcoming vote is the
Town’s third attempt to adopt legally enforceable regulations on vacation rentals.
This is the Town’s third opportunity to
get it right.
Unfortunately, the Town seems intent
on illegality. Like the first two attempts,
the various versions of the ordinance for
approval still require registration/permitting, and attack the constitutional and
statutory vested rights of homeowners in
the Town. Those are the two glaring issues with the Planning Board’s proposal
and the July 8, 2022, alternative proposals.
For their part, our clients proposed
an ordinance on March 4, 2022, that regulates vacation rentals without registration
and protects valid, non-conforming uses.
That proposal remains a viable solution to
the purported, but factually unsupported,
vacation rental “issues” in the Town. A
clean copy of our proposed ordinance is
enclosed herein (note: the redlined and
highlighted text are those of the Planning
Board).
Strengthening nuisance laws IS another alternative our clients are amenable
to. The Town may pursue many other
options to regulate vacation rentals short

• See LETTERS page 22
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...DEPOSES continued from page 1
Highlands ordinances that were pounded
out by committees and the Planning Board
and which were the subject of two public
hearings have either been nixed or are in the
process of being considered, and the Town
Board and staff have been deposed by Save
Highlands.
Now, a year to the day this all started,
attorney Derek Allen with Allen, Stahl and
Kilbourne which represents SAVE Highlands – the group that wants STRs to continue to be permitted – has been busy with
“saving” STRs in Highlands its goal.
The firm sent the town a letter explaining its position thus far and what it sees
happening (see Letters page 4), has filed a
motion for the reimbursement of attorneys’
fees up until the town rescinded the initial
August 2021 vote, and deposed Mayor Pat
Taylor, Commissioners, John Dotson, Amy
Patterson, Eric Pierson and Brian Stiehler as
well at Town Manager Josh Ward and Town
Planner Michael Mathis.
“Commissioners Patterson, Stiehler,
Dotson, Pierson and I have been ordered by
the Save Highlands attorney to be deposed.
The attorneys representing the Town of
Highlands will contact Mr. Allen, the attorney representing Save Highlands, to address
and handle that request,” emailed Mayor
Taylor. “The four commissioners and I pre-

viously provided emails and other communications requested by Save Highlands.
Commissioner Hehn is not a part of the
deposition request, nor was he requested
to provide emails and communications.”
It’s assumed Commissioner Marc
Hehn wasn’t deposed because for a year he
has been the lone descending vote regarding passing ordinances that prohibit STRs
in some form or amortizing them until he
said more research and collaboration between parties is done.
According to Allen, Stahl & Kilbourne, the reimbursement of attorney
fees for the period of time of Aug. 24,
2021 until the initial ruling was rescinded,
is a matter of law pursuant to N.C. Gen.
Stat. S 6-21.7. The statute mandates an
award of attorneys’ fees to a party who
successfully challenges a municipality’s action. The language of the statute is explicit:
“In any action in which a city or county is a party, upon a finding by the court
that the city or county violated a statute or
case law setting forth unambiguous limits
on its authority, the court shall award reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs to the
party who successfully challenged the city’s
or county’s action.”
According to the motion, the manda• See DEPOSES page 18
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Main Street

COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES

Mtn. Fresh

Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Dillard Road Just outside of the
city limits, this fully renovated 2/
bed 2/ba home is open and airy,
with 2 covered porches. Easy floor
plan. Furnishing may be purchased
separately. Offered at $680,000.
mls #100256

Eastside Duck Mountain. This 3
bedroom 2 bath has a spectacular
view of Winfield Farm, Blue Valley and vistas to the south. Main
floor has living room with fireplace,
kitchen, dining room/sunroom with
loads of windows to experience
the 180 degree view. 2 guest bedrooms with a hall bath, upstairs has
a huge master suite with fireplace
and ensuite bath. Great bones and
ready for your own taste. Offered
at $695,000. mls #98207

Almost flat 3.55 acres with end of
the road privacy. Enter the home
from a covered carport into a spacious den-living dining area, updated kitchen is located adjacent
to the stone fireplace. Living and
dining boast mountain views. Wing
bedrooms floor plan with the
master at the end of the hall and
2 guest bedrooms off the hall with
baths. Log guesthouse, too. Offered
at $1,850,000. mls #100402

Easy in-town living with this onelevel contemporary ranch with
4 bedrooms, 2 baths a study and
large 2-car garage/workshop. Open
spaces with soaring glass, screened
porch a grill vent and connects to a
conversation deck with firepit. The
living area and screen porch overlook the noisy water of Mill Creek.
Offered at $1,195,000. mls #98604

Located only 4 blocks from Main
Street, this 2 bedroom, 1 bath cottage is compact but will be an entry
into Highlands. low maintenance
and lock and leave. Well maintained.
Offered at $550,000. mls #100532

Do not miss this move in condition,
spectacular house located off Buck
Creek Road on Western Rhodes
Road. 3 bedrooms, plus additional
flex spaces. Multiple fireplaces.
Open Great Room concept with
custom kitchen, plank wood floors,
stone fireplace in the Great Room
that flows onto a covered porch
with hot tub spa. Masters on main
and upper floors, plus guestrooms
complete with baths. Outbuilding.
and trails. Offered at $1,895,000.
mls #100481

+/-5.3 beautiful, lush acres on Foreman Road with a subdivision plan
for (4) four lots, (4) four 5-bedroom
septic permits, with a completely
remodeled cabin. This rare in-town
parcel tucked in the woods is perfect for a private family retreat or
small development. The property is
walkable to town with access from
both Foreman Road and Cullasaja
Drive and features a creek with two
waterfalls. The original, completely
remodeled cabin has two large bedrooms, a bathroom with laundry, a
full-length deck with ridgeline views
overlooking the creek, a stone fireplace, 2-car garage, and storage
shed. Offered at $2,499,000. mls
#98627

Mirror Lake lakefront cabin with old
house charm and new house living.
Main house has 2 bedrooms 1 bath,
a real stone fireplace, wood floors
and usable kitchen. Guest house has
2 bedrooms 1 1/2 baths with an enclosed outside shower. Offered at
$1,200,000. mls #97457

Located very close to town. 2 bedroom 2 bath with cathedral ceilings
in living room and additional sunroom. Large open deck that faces
10 acres of protected common
area. This is a great starter home.
Offered at $675,000. mls #98663

Great family home has flat grassy
spaces and lovely outdoor entertaining areas. View of Shortoff
Mountain from the historic outdoor
fireplace. 3-4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, office, 2-car garage and a 2-car carport. Move in condition. Offered at
$1,174,000. mls #97458

The gem of this property is has been
lovingly renovated and is mintues
from town. The outdoor room is
fully screened and features exposed
ceiling beams and solid wood paneled walls. There are three woodburning fireplaces in the home. Two
primary suites, one located on the
main level and the second located
upstairs, feature ensuite baths and
walk-in closets. Two additional bedrooms and a remodeled full bath
are also located on the second level.
A new metal roof and commercial
gutters were installed in 2021. Offered at $1,895,000. mls #99065

Great view in town from this 3 bedroom, 3 and 1/2 bath newly renovated home. Open kitchen/living/
dining room with gas fireplace, covered front porch with stone wood
burning fireplace, and powder room.
Main level suite has a full bath, walkin closet and private deck to enjoy
the view. Downstairs has two suites,
one with a separate kitchenette.
Covered parking. Priced to sell at
$1,149,000. mls #98526

Close to town with fenced yard
and single garage. Two bedrooms,
two bath cottage, with extra room,
for office, den or extra sleeping.
Kitchen has new tile floor all appliances and large laundry room.
Whole house has been freshly
painted inside with dining room, living room, two nice bedrooms and
two full baths. Covered front porch
and open back deck. Fenced in back
yard along with single garage. All for
only $649,000. mls #99025

Located in desirable Mirror Lake,
this 3-4 bedroom, 2 bath cottage
is in move-in condition or ready to
personalize to your specific tastes.
Light and airy, cathedral in living
room, fireplace, cooks kitchen, 3
bedrooms, 1 bath on the main level with a deck that overlooks the
small pond. Lower level has a sitting room, laundry, bedroom, bath
and one-car garage. A great setting
with water and privacy. Offered at
$795,000. mls #98454

2/bed, 2/bath with loft. Located on
Buck Creek Road. Main level living with additional loft area. Stone,
wood burning fireplace in the living room. Private setting with just
over 3 acres of land. Additional
workshop. Offered at $450,000. mls
#100577
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OFFICE LOCATIONS
ACROSS THE PLATEAU
SERVING YOU SINCE 2004
HIGHLANDS
225 MAIN STREET
(828) 526-4663

CASHIERS
CAROL WILSON
GENERAL
MANAGER

49 FRANK ALLEN ROAD
(828) 743-0510
17 HIGHWAY 64 EAST
(828) 743-9234
341 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH
(828) 743-514 0

SAPPHIRE
19387 ROSMAN HIGHWAY
(828) 482-0986

LANDMARKRG.COM
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Celebrate the Fruit of Your Labors in Highlands
Boutique • Jewelry • Accessories

24 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC
828 369-7300

Courtyard Market

Come shop our market
baskets and tea infusers!
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Ciao Milano Trunk Show
Fri. & Sat. 12-5p
New colors, styles
and wine party!
142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC
as well as in Rabun County, GA.
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Celebrate the Fruit of Your Labors in Highlands

BIG
Labor
Day

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

Rock a little
Shop alot
at our
75% Off
Porch Sale
Every Day

Men & Women’s
Clothing

WE MOVED
to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main

SALE!
BAGS
on MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main Street

828-526-9415

Come see our new
accessories for Fall at
the Molly Grace!
(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

338 Main St.
526-4777
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Celebrate the Fruit of Your Labors in Highlands

Labor Day
Weekend

Gourmet Kitchenware

• Cookware
• Bakeware
• Cutlery
• Gadgets
• Tabletop
• Stemware
• Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.
Highlands
Come see our
Summer Specials
and Fall arrivals

• Free People • THML
• Z Supply
• Michael Stars
• Vintage Havana

		
		

Summer may
be over but
fall renewal
is coming!

Jeans by:
Joes • AG
• Citizens 		
• Hudson
• Mother
Shoes by:
• ShuSh
• Diba 		
• Blowfish
• Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre)
526-4660

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

Family Classes at

Scaly Mountain Crafters
Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!
Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!
Each Class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

SALE!

New Fall Collections
arriving daily.

A Highlands tradition since
1940 and our 82nd season on
Main Street.
Mon.-Sat. 10a-5p * Sun. 12-5p
828526-3160
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La bo r Day
S ALE

35% to 55% OFF
and
All cleaning and
repairs 25% OFF

Our 37th year in Highlands

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

...DEPOSES continued from page 12
tory attorney fee provision applies
equally to success in litigation and
when a town later rescinds its actions in response to a legal challenge.
The motion contends, “that
at its meeting on August 24, 2021,
the Town of Highlands Board
of Commissioners voted to interpret its Unified Development
Ordinance (UDO) as prohibiting
short-term vacation rentals and
directed the Town staff to start
enforcing the UDO as prohibiting
short-term vacation rentals in residential districts beginning January
1, 2022 (the August 24 vote).
“On September 6, 2021, the
Town published a letter written
from its attorney clarifying that
the Board interpreted the UDO
to prohibit short-term vacation
rentals only in the R-1 zoning
district and confirming that enforcement would begin January 1,
2022, against those who owned a
vacation rental in the R-1 zoning
district,” reads the motion.
Attorney Allen agrees that

the Town Board of Highlands is
a governing board and is allowed
to make legislative decisions as defined by NC Gen. Stat. S 160D102(19) but he contends that the
Aug. 24, 2021 vote was not a legislative decision but rather an administrative decision as defined by
NC Gen. Sta. S 160D-102(1)
The motion further says “that
Section 32.1 of the UDO only
confers authority on the Board
to make amendments to “the adopted Land Use Plan. ..the text of
[the UDO, and...the zoning map.”
The UDO also confers authority
on the Board to “appoint other
boards and commissioners.”
However, Allen contends
that the UDO does not authorize
the Board to make administrative
decisions, enforce the UDO, or
interpret the UDO, contends Allen.
“The UDO confers sole authority on the “Planning and Development Director,” a Town employee, to administer, enforce, and
interpret the UDO. Section 4.1.1

of the UDO specifically states
that ‘the Planning and Development Director generally shall
make all interpretations of [the
UDO].’ The UDO then lays out
a procedure that affords a process for contesting the interpretation that ends at the Board of
Adjustment. The Board plays no
role in this interpretation process,” reads the motion.
“On October 13, 2021,
Plaintiffs filed this instant action
alleging, among other things,
that the August 24 vote was
unconstitutional and exceeded
the authority of the Board (the
Complaint or the Lawsuit).
The Complaint prayed that the
Court, among other things, declare that the Board exceeded its
authority in the August 24 vote,
declare null and void and vacate
the August 24 vote, enjoin the
Town from enforcing the UDO
as prohibiting short-term vacation rentals and reimburse attorneys’ fees and costs.
• See DEPOSES page 24

Saluting those who elevate joy
this Labor Day -- and always

VISITHIGHLANDSNC.COM
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YO U R
PROPERTY
F E AT U R E D I N
NC LIVING
M AG A Z I N E
The premier source for Plateau
lifestyle in Western North
Carolina, NC Living Magazine
explores local luxuries and
global cultural trends from a
real estate perspective.
Every issue features all of Silver
Creek Real Estate Group’s
exclusive offerings and is
printed, mailed, and promoted
through our social media
channels and subscription lists.

15,500

P R I N T E D B I - M O N T H LY

with 93% being directly mailed to
our subscribers.

OV E R

40 STATES

have NC Living subscribers
as their primary place
of residence.

310,000
READERS

receive NC Living through
print and digital subscriptions
each year.

STOP BY OUR
HIGHLANDS OFFICE
TO DAY TO L E A R N M O R E !
NEXT TO MOUNTAIN FRESH
537 MAIN STREET

|

828-526-2999

|

NCLIVING.COM
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NEW Rec Pool Schedule
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed.
3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sunday
1-6p. Adult Lap Swim: Mon-Fri
6-9:45a; Mon.-Thurs, 5-7p. Sat.
10-11a. 828-526-1595.
Sundays
•Church in the Wildwood’s
hymn sing is back at its original
location on Horse Cove Road.
7-8 p.m. Call Mary Bean at
1-828-506-0125.
Mondays
• ESL classes are held at
the Presbyterian Church in
Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm.
No registration required – just
show up and participate. Questions? Visit www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or
email info@maconncliteracy.
org
Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women
with financial need who want
to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m.
More meeting places call president Paula McDonald at 706372-3004
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writers still
uncomfortable with in-person

•Highlands Area Events•

gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings held on the
second or third Tuesday of each
month at 3pm. Members receive
weekly notification regarding
when and how the group will
assemble.“We welcome participation from anyone interested in
writing, or just hanging out with
writers,” said Bud Katz. For more
information contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com
Wednesdays in Sept.
• Community Yoga Class
to benefit the Chattooga River
Conservancy from 6-7:15p at
Yoga Highlands, facilitated by Rachel Kinback CYT500. Fun and
restorative movement. Come as
you are. All skill levels are welcome. Suggested donation $1020.
Thursdays
• At Hudson Library, Family
Storytime at 10:40a. For more
information about any of these
summer activities, contact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.
• At Hudson Library, Kids
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, and craft
activities.For more information
about any of these summer activities, contact Hudson Library
at 828-526-3031.
Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years

plus 10:15-11am.
Mon.,Tues.,Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind
the Methodist Church on Spring
Street is open from 10a to 6p,
Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with
Crystal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m.
A full body workout for every
muscle
• New Mobility Class with
Anna Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more information, call Anna 267-825-0716.
Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise
Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month,
The class is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.
• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers
8-9a.
1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from
5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library.
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:159:15am. Aim for strong, lean
muscles using light weights, body
weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone.
Tues. & Thurs.
•
Pilates-Strength
and
Stretch with Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with Gay
Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p.

OPENiNG NiGHT: September 17, 2022

Bravo Amici

Come early and join us for a glass of champagne!
Festive Attire (Black Tie Optional)
UT
D O the
SOL get on

to
list
Call aiting
w

www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 5:30. A combination class with different types of
exercise.
Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am.
An exhilarating and fun mix of
martial arts for a calorie-burning
workout.
Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts
in Town Square on Main Street.
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs.
Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H
Founders Park on Pine Street.
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs, blankets
and a picnic.
2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Woodturners Club meets in
Highlands at The Bascom at 10
a.m. March thru November.
3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main Street in their
Community Room/ 909 Chapel.
We serve breakfast at 9AM and
hold our monthly meeting at
10AM We invite ALL Veterans to
attend. Contact Ed McCloskey,
Commander for any information
@828-787-1660.
Fri., Sept. 2
• ADPi Alumnae Luncheon
in the Mountains at Wildcat
Cliffs Country Club at 11:30 a.m.
To make reservations contact
Emily Buskirk at 828-787-1015
or ebbuskirk@gmail.com or
Vesta Jones at 828-526-0477 or
vestaojones@gmail.com
Sat., Sept 3
• Bagpipers at Highlands
Burritos on S. 4th St. 4:30-5 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 5
• At The Highlander House
and Ruffed Grouse Tavern at
Main and 3rd streets, a Labor
Day Cookout 11a to 3p with Silly
Ridge Bluegrass music noon to
2:30p.
Wed., Sept. 8
Nantahala Hiking Club welcomes all to learn about the
Nikwasi Initiative focused on
local Cherokee culture “How
Cultures & Landscapes Mesh” ay
6pm at the Macon County public
library, 149 Siler Farm Rd, Franklin. nantahalahikingclub.org
Sat., Sept. 17

• Grand Opening of the
new Highlands Performing Arts
Center featuring Grand Amici at
7:30p. For more information call
828-526-9047
Sun. Sept. 18
• Highlands Porchfest a
Walk-Around Community Music Event 1-6p. Over 30 musicians from every genre performing at 12 hosting venues.
• Community Open House
& Ribbon Cutting at The Performingh Arts Center 2-5 p.m.
Sept. 23 - Oct. 16
• The Mountain Theatre
Company presents Brooklyn:
The Musical, A Sidewalk Fairytail
at The Playhouse on Oak Street.
Wed. - Sat. @ 7:30p and Sat.
& Sun. @ 2p. For tickets go to
www.mountaintheatre.com.
Wed., Sept. 21
• The Highlands Cashiers
Health Foundation presents
a dynamic community mental
wellness event “Lessons from
a Secret Warrior.” Featured
speaker Joanne P. McCallie is
a mental health advocate and
NCAA D1 Hall of Fame Basketball Coach. The event will be
on Wednesday, at 5:30pm at the
Highlands Performing Arts Center (PAC). The event is free, but
reservations are required.
Fri., Sept. 23
• At the Highlands Performing Arts Center Live via Satellite
Great Art on Screen: Pompeii
Sin City at 5:30 p.m. For more
information call 828-526-9047.
Sun., Sept. 25
• Chef Dinner at OEI’s The
Farm, Fourth Anual Oyster Fest
at The Farm with The Darling &
Kimball. Book at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/chefdinners.
Sun., Oct. 2
• At the Highlands Performing Arts Center, A Brother’s Revival at 7:30p. For more information call 828-526-9047.
Wed., Oct. 5
• Enjoy the stylings of
singer-songwriter Alyssa Bonagura during the live concert
series, Orchard Sessions 6-8
p.m. at OEI’s The Farm. $40.
Book Online: https://www.simpletix.com/e/orchard-sessionfeaturing-alyssa-bonagura-tickets-102651.
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Outdoor Concert Series
Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our September concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Friday Night Live

Saturdays on Pine

Town Square | 343 Main St.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine St.

Showcasing traditional mountain music and local talent

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

SEPTEMBER 2

SEPTEMBER 3

Zorki

Blaze the City

SEPTEMBER 9

SEPTEMBER 10

Supper Break

The Rockabillys

SEPTEMBER 16

SEPTEMBER 17

Curtis Blackwell

HC Oakes Band

SEPTEMBER 23

SEPTEMBER 24

Sycamore Flats

Will Thompson Band

SEPTEMBER 30

The Foxfire Boys
VISITHIGHLANDSNC.COM
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...LETTERS continued from page 10

Open Every Day
9625 Dillard Road
Scaly Mountain, NC
828-360-3533

HighlandsAerialPark.com

ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the
elements while creating a striking aesthetic.

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS.
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore"
colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore.

Maritime White
OC-5

Briarwood
HC-175

Cliffside Gray
HC-180

Boston Brick
2092-30

Mahogany
ES-63

Normandy
2129-40

Call us to learn more.

HDC

HI GHLANDS
DECORATING
CENTER

Highlands Decorating Center
330 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3571
www.HighlandsDecorating.com

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff.. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
0
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20

of implementing illegal registration requirements and an unlawful amortization
scheme. Any other option, in fact, that
does not entail a registration scheme and
that recognizes valid, non-conforming uses
is up for discussion.
Our clients have always been willing
to have that discussion. Even now, the offer remains for each Commissioner and
the Mayor to meet with our group, with
or without legal counsel, to hear their concerns and ideas. A collective community
decision can then be _made rather than
the one advocated by the vocal minority of
second home owners and retirees such as
those in the Neighborhood Coalition, who
can afford property in Highlands without
rental income and seek to diminish the
presence of vacationers.
3. What is going to happen.
Our clients, of course, cannot make
Town officials meet with them. Neither
can our clients make the Board of Commissioners pass an ordinance that complies
with the law. All our clients can do is continue to fight for their rights.
That is what they will do if the Town
passes an ordinance that requires registration/permitting and attacks valid, nonconforming uses. Specifically, we will proceed as follows:
1. Notice for hearing the enclosed
Motion for Attorneys’ Fees, which we will
file today. The attorneys’ fees incurred by
our clients are in excess of six figures and
continue to grow.
2. Proceed with deposing Joshua
Ward, the Mayor, and each of the Board of
Commissioners. Notices of deposition are
enclosed.
3. Litigate the Town’s failure to

comply with the public records request.
Many documents remain pending, specifically texts and emails from Commissioners.
Additionally, any ordinance that requires registration/permitting and fails to
protect valid, non-conforming uses will be
met with a new lawsuit setting aside the
ordinance and seeking legal fees. This second lawsuit will likely follow the same path
as the Schroeder v. Wilmington lawsuit in
time, cost, and result. (The Schroeder lawsuit was filed on October 2019). We feel
as confident in this second lawsuit as we
did in the current lawsuit, and in our June
7, 2022, letter, notifying the Town of the
procedural defects with the May 19 vote,
That is to say, very confident.
One year ago today, the Town unambiguously exceeded its authority and
backed down only after our clients were
forced to file legal action. The blunders
have continued over the last year, delaying
the implementation of reasonable regulation and allowing others time to establish
their valid, non-conforming uses. With
multiple problematic ordinances on the
table, the Town appears poised to commit
yet another legal error that will keep the
Town and its residents in lengthy and contentious litigation.
Our clients implore the Town to
choose compromise and common sense
over continued conflict. Choosing unambiguously illegal action again would give
our clients no choice but to continue the
fight for their legal rights, a fight they are
very willing and able to have.
Best Regards
Derek J. Allen
Allen, Stahl & Kilbourne

STRs are like STDs

Dear Editor,
Consider this: it’s easy to confuse STRs
and STDs. There are several similarities in
the activities which contribute to each of
them. For example, they both involve multiple strangers and both thrive in transient
environments. They both proliferate if
participation is encouraged without taking
proper precautions or establishing sensible
control. Frequent and careless usage by the
multiple participants often leads to the deterioration of the overall health and general

condition of the environments in which
they occur. Both can have unintended consequences.
Whatever the case, the spread of one
or the other across an area is a risky proposition and can easily get out of hand. A
pandemic of either or both shouldn’t be
ruled out. After all, both are contagious
and can spread like wildfire. Consider that.
Alice Nelson
Highlands

Does preserving democracy
require letting Trump off?

Dear Editor,
It is typical of Trump enablers and
apologists to elaborately outline and
decry the misdeeds, crimes, and injustices

committed by Donald Trump and then
conclude that we must “refrain from
making Trump a martyr with a prosecution”
• See LETTERS page 24
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...STR continued from page 1
logue, want to be part of the process, and
want to be able to negotiate terms of acceptable regulations to allow STRs.
“We’re disappointed we have not been
able to do that, we’re disappointed in the
Town, we’re disappointed in the process,”
said Allen. “But we’re still trying, and we’re
trying to come up with a compromise.”
At the worksession Tuesday night,
Commissioner Hehn echoed Allen’s
stance.
“As of today, STRs aren’t illegal. I
want to find something we can all agree on.
Both sides agree we need more regulations
to preserve the residential nature of neighborhoods. I hope we take our time and involve all sides in the discussion,” he said.
Allen went on to say the Town has
the ability to regulate STRs going forward,
which it can do with some limitations, but
the Town cannot eliminate existing uses
that are currently valid.
“The stance Highlands as a town
is taking is overly aggressive, it’s in really
weak legal territory, and it doesn’t seem like
the right thing to do,” he said.
For some time, the Town Board with a
vote of 4-1 has been pushing for the amortization option and is willing to go to court
with hopes of establishing a precedent for
the state of North Carolina.
Counsel for the Neighborhood Coalition Attorney Mac McCarley, with Parker
Poe out of Charlotte, suggested amortization is a lawful tool to regulate and voiced
support for Option 2.
Neighborhood Coalition President
Cathy Henson spoke against allowing
STR’s in R1 and R2 zoned areas.
“Our position is simple, homeowners deserve to live in neighborhoods with
other neighbors without commercial activity,” she said.
Highlands resident Pat Allen addressed the board and highlighted that
Town Manager Josh Ward and Town’s Attorney Bill Coward “admitted” STRs were
not commercial at a recent meeting.
“They are not hotels, so we just need
to bury that fact,” said Pat.
However, at the worksession Tuesday
night, Commissioner Amy Patterson said
despite what Town Attorney Jay Coward
and the courts have said, short-term rentals are a commercial use.
“The courts said STRs are not commercial, but the courts only interpret the
law, they don’t make the law. It isn’t the
state’s job or the courts’ job to decide. We
are the legislative branch, and we make the
law,” she said.
Patterson went on to say that it’s visitors who use overnight accommodations,

not residents which makes the use de facto
commercial.
“It’s the residents, whether full-time
or seasonal, who have built this town. They
are our community members. We aren’t and
don’t want to be a tourist town,” she said.
In his opening statement at Tuesday’s
worksession, Mayor Pat Taylor agreed and
laid out his vision for Highlands.
“Highlands is not a tourist town. It’s
a retreat community where since its inception people came for part of the year to get
away from the heat and overcrowded cities
and diseases such as malaria. With climate
change I see that relief still being sought,” he
said. “Though we have tourists, we have had
a basic community core of permanent and
seasonal residents who have supported our
businesses, our churches our nonprofits and
our art institutions. Those residents built the
library, the historical society the biological
station, the expansion of our churches and
the building of the PAC, and the Bascom.
They have been the foundation.”
At the public hearing, Pat Allen said the
board has already made its position known
by voting to ban STRs.
“We already know where you all stand,”
she said. “My point is this should be an unbiased decision made by people who understand. A study has been done that shows
Highlands will use $19M in revenue each
year. That’s huge.”
But at the worksession, Mayor Taylor
had an answer for that.
“We are in an island of zoning districts
surrounded by a county that has no zoning.
I won’t accept the notion that with the discontinuation of STRs in R1 and R2 businesses will collapse and that it is an all or
nothing economic scenario. The surrounding STRs in the county will continue to use
businesses in Highlands,” he said. “I also
don’t believe zoning regulations are the de
facto taking of property rights but rather
they are the limitation of property use in a
designated zone. The financial position of
Highlands has been strong for many decades long before the recent wave of STRs.
Our sales tax collection has been increasing
at a predictable rate for many years as have
our property taxes.”
The issue of investment by homeowners was brought up both at the public hearing and at the worksession.
Commissioner Hehn said he was concerned about the people who spent money
upgrading their homes for the purpose of
renting them out until they can retire fulltime in Highlands.
Carol Gable, of the Highlands Neighborhood Coalition who has lived in R1 for
• See STR page 25

DOES THIS JUSTIFY HUNDREDS OF
THOUSANDS OF OUR TAXPAYER
DOLLARS?
The YTD Breakdown of
19 Noise Complaints:
... at a known STR locations: 5
... at other locations: 14
The YTD Breakdown of
16 Trash Complaints:
... at a known STR locations: 2
... at other locations: 14
"Crime is another issue STRs are being
blamed for, but Chief Holland said she
just hasn’t seen it.”
- Highlands Newspaper (Aug 2022)
“DON’T KILL A FLY WITH A CANNON”

SUPPORT SAVE HIGHLANDS.
SAVEHIGHLANDS.COM
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...DEPOSED from page 18

OPEN 10AM - 4PM
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY

MAJOR EXHIBITS:
•
•
•
•
•
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Prince House Circa 1877
Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
Old Jail - 1918
Lapham Tent House 1908
Uniform Exhibit

THROUGH OCTOBER

m ® lTil O ful11'� GTI@l3

www.highlandshistory.com

524 N. 4th Street

I

828-787-1050

“On October 21, 2021, and
in response to the Complaint, the
Board voted to rescind the August
24 vote. This vote gave Plaintiffs
the primary prayer for relief they
sought from the Court, i.e. the rescission of the August 24 vote.”
The motion goes on to say
that “The Town hired an attorney
with expertise in zoning law, Craig
Justus, to draft a new ordinance
regulating short-term vacation
rentals. He thereafter drafted such
an ordinance and presented it to
the Planning Board for consideration in late November, 2021.
“In an October 26, 2021,

email from Mr. Justus to Derek
Allen, the attorney for Plaintiffs
in this matter, Mr. Justus acknowledged that the Board acted without authority in its August 24 vote
when he said, “[k]eep in mind that
the Commissioners are not delegated responsibility to interpret
or enforce; that is the responsibility of the Town’s zoning enforcement officer. The Town zoning
enforcement officer has not made
[sic] any final determinations. The
action taken by vote on August 24
was rescinded.”
“The August 24 vote was in
violation of a statute and case law

...LETTERS from page 22
because a significant constituency
will have its faith in the rule of
law eroded by a Trump trial with
consequences we cannot tolerate.
This flawed logic seems to
disregard the fact that the reason
people are worried about the
potential reaction of a right wing
outrage is that they already have
eschewed democracy and the
rule of law by buying into the
falsehood that the election was
stolen. Remember January 6? And
by not prosecuting him wouldn’t

we effectively be abandoning the
rule of law ourselves?
This would be the equivalent
of giving in to a three-year-old’s
tantrum for fear of the child
throwing a bigger tantrum! Guess
who is running the family now.
In the late 1930s Hitler was
throwing his own tantrums by
expanding German territory to
surrounding states and in 1938,
Neville Chamberlin, the Prime
Minister of England, signed the
Munich Agreement which ceded

that sets forth unambiguous limits on the Town’s authority,” reads
the motion.
Plaintiffs successfully challenged the August 24 vote and
have moved for reimbursement
Meanwhile, the Town Board
held a worksession based on the
Aug. 25, 2022 public hearing comments and the three proposed ordinances it has in its possession
– one from the Planning Board
and two of its own creation -- at
6 p.m. tonight in the Community
Building.
– Kim Lewicki

parts of Czechoslovakia to Hitler,
essentially reinforcing Hitler’s
power and confidence. This policy
was known as “Appeasement.”
Historians have since argued
that stopping Hitler at that time,
rather than appeasing him could
have prevented WWII. Winston
Churchill, in 1954 reflecting on
that time said, “An appeaser is one
who feeds a crocodile—hoping it
will eat him last.”
Joseph J. Ferrandino
Tampa, FL

Highlands Community & Plateau
PLEASE JOIN US
Community Open House & Ribbon Cutting
Sunday, September 18, 2022

828-526-3783

2 - 5pm

507 Chestnut Street . Highlands NC
www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
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26 years and said all she has heard
from STR supporters is about
their investment, their future,
their property rights, and what
Highlands owes them.
“The fact is, this town owes
no one a particular return on any
investment,” she said. “Allowing
short-term rentals in residential neighborhoods decays those
neighborhoods from the inside
out. It’s a situation that once you
lose it, you cannot get it back.
My question is, what about our
investment, our rights, our property values, and our future ion
this town.”
At the worksession Commissioner Patterson agreed saying it’s not the board’s job to care
about or protect people’s investments.
“We are not here to guarantee someone’s investment.
We must decide what is best for
the whole and do what we can
to achieve what is best for the
whole,” she said.
At the same meeting, Commissioner John Dotson agreed,
as did the majority of the board,
that if someone “invested” prior
to August 2021 that’s one thing.
But if they “invested” after August 2021, after it was clear that
the STR issue was in flux, that’s
another.
“Anyone who has proceeded
with investing for that purpose
while this discussion is going on
did so in the face of uncertainty,”
he said.
The worksession included a
“straw pole” regarding nine questions, answers of to which would
only apply if the board was considering an ordinance other than
amortization – which it isn’t -- so
as Commissioner Eric Pierson
noted, many of the questions and
their answers were moot.
Question 1 was: Should we
stop the spread of STRs in R1
and R2?
All said yes except for Commissioner Hehn who suggested a
period of time they be allowed.
Question 2 was: Should
the issuance of an STR permit
should be required?
Commissioner
Patterson
said permits aren’t allowed and
technology enables the tracking

so permits aren’t necessary.
Question 3 was: Should existing STRs in R1 and R2 be allowed in perpetuity?
All said no accept Hehn.
Also, a moot point with amortization the goal.
Question 4 was: Should we
issue nonconforming use permits
for STRs?
Again, a moot point if not allowing to continue.
Question 5 was: Should we
change the definition of non-conforming use?
This was tabled because the
term isn’t just about STRs, but
also lots and buildings.
Question 6 was: Should we
allow the intensification of STRs?
A moot point with amortization the goal.
Question 7 was: Should we
keep amortization an option?
All said yes accept Hehn.
Everyone accept Commissioner Hehn said “yes” but
whether couldn’t decide if the allowance period should be two or
three years.
Attorney Essick said the
courts upheld amortization in the
1970s regarding billboards and
junkyards but not STRs and nothing less than two years was upheld
in those cases.
“This will be challenged in
court and a judge will have to review it as it applies to STRs,” he
said. “But the longer the allowance period would mean the less
legal scrutiny.”
He also said it would likely
take three years to get through the
court system.
Commissioner
Patterson
asked how long the case could be
challenged and how long could a
“stay” be extended?
Essick said one year for statutory and two years for substantive.
Mayor Taylor said Highlands
could be a state-wide test case.
To date, the town has spent
$117,010.58 on STR legal expenses.
According to Town Manager
Josh Ward legal services are a line
item for Professional Services Legal within the Administration
Budget, which is budgeted at
$20,000. As needed, additional
• See STR page 30

THE RUFFED GROUSE TAVERN
AT HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE

LABOR DAY COOKOUT
Monday, September 5th 11 am - 3pm
Silly Ridge bluegrass music 12pm - 2:30pm
Garden Lettuce Salad

in a garlic dressing with cucumbers, pickled fennel, strawberries, and parmesan ... 12
add grilled chicken ...8
add grilled steak ...16
add grilled shrimp ...18

Watermelon Salad

topped with feta and sweet chili lime ...14
add grilled chicken ...8
add grilled steak ...16

Kabobs

mixed summer vegetables, potato salad
grilled shrimp & steak ...34
grilled shrimp ...36
grilled steak ...38

BBQ Chicken

homemade bbq sauce, baked beans, corn salad ...36

Desserts

southern style peach cobbler ...12
vanilla ice cream ...6

2 70 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28 741

Reservations preferred but not required: 828-526-2590
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•Spiritually Speaking•
A
Labor Day
Prayer
Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United
Methodist Church

On this Labor Day, O
God,
we pray for the producers
and the providers.
We thank you for honest
work.
We pray for living wages
and safe working conditions,
for dignity and respect.
Lord, please hear this
prayer
for the worker, the
laborer
and server, the teacher,
craftsman, designer,
factory worker,
farmer, salesperson,
manager, supervisor,
clerk, for the salaried
and hourly,
for the employer and
employee,
for the volunteer,
broadcaster and journalist,
poet and novelist,
script-writer and blogger.
We pray today for
waitstaff and table
cleaners,
for agent and accountant,
secretary and office
manager,
for doctors and lawyers,
police officers, firefighters,
for all first responders.
We pray for administrators
and office staff,
for dispatchers and
dishwashers.

We pray for cooks,
bank tellers and cashiers,
for janitors and truck
drivers,
for mechanics
and those who wash
cars.
We pray for those on the
backs of garbage
trucks,
for workers in the field
and on the farm.
We pray for utility workers,
for nurses, anesthetists
and emergency room
staff.
Today we pray for
retirees,
for pastors, priests and
rabbis,
for shepherds of every
religious flock.
On this day we pray
for biscuit makers
and ticket takers,
for entertainers, dancers,
musicians and actors,
for all workers with
collars white and blue.
Lord hear our prayer
for shop owners
and entrepreneurs,
for caretakers and bedmakers,
dry cleaners and hair
dressers,
for artists and authors,
storytellers and dreamers.
On this Labor Day, O
Lord,
we give thanks,
and we honor
the work of many
hands.
Strengthen, encourage
and bless, we pray.

Proverbs 3:5

• Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday
School;10:30am Worship Service.
Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: 10:45am Children’s Program, HS 4:30-6:30pm
Mon: 4:30-6pm Women’s Bible Study; Tues: 7-8am Men’s Bible
Study@Zookeeper Bistro; 10am-Noon Women’s Bible Study
Wed: MS 5:30-7pm;Thurs: 7-8:15am Men’s Bible Study@
Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

John 3:16

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312
Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. 9:30a; Sat. 4p; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities both virtual and in-person.
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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First day of school in Highlands - Mon. Aug. 29

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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GARY GARREN
HELP WANTED

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Hostess Position

Come join a fun, dedicated staff.
Great Pay!
Call Jacque at 828-526-3807

33

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Whiteside Cove
Cottages
5 log cabins nestled in
the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do,
generators are all we do!

Call Raul
706-982-3803

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

valenciagrading@gmail.com
Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal
18+ years
828-200-9217 • fully insured
estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We acce p t al l cre d i t card s

Highlands Automotive
• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist
434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

Service
&
Repair

NC
Inspection
Station

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com

The Highlands Barbershop

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

446 Oak Street
across from the park,

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

RICARDO MORALES

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK
FULLY INSURED

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair
• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured
Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites
• Hauling
• Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson

Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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•Classifieds•

Counseling Center strives to strengthen
families and individuals by providing
access to quality mental health services
regardless of financial ability.
348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center
(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org
CO U N S E L I N G C E N T E R . O R G

GARAGE SALE
SAT. 9-2, SUN 9-4 10a until? 745 Dillard Road.
Please use marKed lower driveway.
FOR SALE
4 RAD POWER ELECTRIC BIKES in great
condition For Sale. Reduced to $1,100 each call 864-3734022 for info and pics. (7/28)
SUNBEAM TIGER – Classic ‘65 Sunbeam Tiger V8
convertible with hardtop. Come see in Highlands. 386562-1976. (st. 6/2)
HELP WANTED
DO YOU LOVE TO COOK, PUT TOGETHER
GIFTS, AND SELL? Would you like to work in a bustling Main Street store and have no two days alike? The
Dry Sink is hiring!! Please come in to see if we’re a good
fit. We like to have fun while working hard to provide the
best customer service in Highlands. Salary is commensurate with sales experience. Please email Sam at shayes@
thedrysink.com or stop by for an application. The Dry
Sink, 450 Main St. (st. 9/1)
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND TRUST IS
HIRING! Join our hardworking team and be a part of

Only the finest in automotive cleaning
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts
Owner JASON WOODS

“Following Jesus makes your life better AND
makes you better at life!”
Come join us for Sunday morning small group.

LIVE STREAM
with
Andy Stanley
at 9a.m.
For more information: 404-307-1415 (Bee)

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Personal service and integrity

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com

Unfurl

Massage and Bodywork

Bey Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

the organization that is conserving the Plateau’s natural
places for ours and future generations. Seeking a Development and Outreach Assistant who will be responsible for several duties including meticulously managing
HCLT’s donor database and processing donor gifts/donor acknowledgments; assisting with other fundraising,
PR, and administrative tasks; assisting with event planning
and implementation; and providing office reception services such as greeting visitors and directing telephone
calls as well as other duties as needed. This is a parttime position (20-30 hours/week) with the possibility
of transitioning to full-time and other growth potential.
Hourly wage commensurate with experience.This position reports to the Development Director and has the
option for some flex scheduling. Send your resume to
julie.hitrust@earthlink.net. (st. 8/11)
PART TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT – The Bascom M-F 10 am - 2pm $16-$20 / hour depending on
experience This position provides general administrative
support to the development function of The Bascom,
and includes handling daily correspondence with donors,
including producing gift acknowledgments and solicitation mailings, as well as daily updating of our constituent
data base (Bloomerang).This position also handles inquiries from our constituents, providing prompt, thorough
and accurate information. The full job posting can be
found at TheBascom.org Please submit, via email, resume
and cover letter to: Karin Peterson, Executive Director
kpeterson@thebascom.org (st. 7/21)
DOMESTIC IRONING – Needed In Highlands.
Pick up and return when finished. Call Dottie Butler at
941-735-8996. Leave message. (st. 6/19)
MCCULLEY’S IN HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS is seeking full- and part-time help. Inquire at
828-200-0928. (st. 6/9)
SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS DELI IS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT and is hiring full
and part time staff for the season. Competitive starting
wage, great tips, and reasonable hours (not too early,
not too late). Pick up an application in store at 115 S. 4th
Street or apply on Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 5/19)
WOLFGANG’S BISTRO is looking for fulltime prep and line cook and waitstaff. Evenings only. Call
Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@me.com. (st.
2/17)
COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGHLANDS
is seeking additional therapists. Looking for a place
where you can build or add to your private practice,
provide mental health care to those in need, and be part
of a counseling center that is dedicated to the behavioral
health needs of all members of the community regardless of ability to pay? Our Center is looking for licensed
therapists who share this mission and YOU may be one.
If you are interested – or just want to learn more about
the Center – let us know by sending an introductory
email with your resume to info@counseling-center.
org. We look forward to hearing from you. REQUIREMENTS: Master’s Degree or higher in counseling, psychology or related field; Licensed in North Carolina in
• See CLASSIFIED page 30

•Police & Fire
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related disciplines; Must have a minimum of 2 years of
experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativity, and a spirit
of collaboration; Along with full-pay, willing to see clientsin-need at a reduced fee; Counseling Center will reimburse the difference between reduced fee up to $75.
PREFERRED: Strong Clinical skills, including areas of assessment; diagnosis; crisis & case management; Independent decision-making skills; Experience and desire to lead
workshops and/or groups as outreach to the Highlands
community CRITICAL NEED FOR THE AREA: Specialty
in Substance Abuse; Bi-lingual (Spanish & English)(st. 4/7)
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking for Med Aides,
CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff. You may apply in
person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindabtiff@
aol.com.
SERVICES
RETIRED FREELANCE ARTIST will paint picture of your home on 16x20 canvas in watercolors for
$75. 954 829-2625. (st. 8/25)

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic,
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash,
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home:
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (9/29)
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN –
Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor
plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free estimates.
Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22)
NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or text James of Going
Gone at 828-421-2655. (4/28)
CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedicated to
my clients. Stop paying agency prices and call me. Franklin,
NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)
GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, debris removal,
pressure washing. Call 828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)
HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

...STR continued from page 25

funds will be allocated for attorney fees from the general
fund balance. The allocations are approved by the Town
Board. No tax increase or utility increase will be required to
cover the costs of legal services.
Question 9 was: Should we allow Homestays in R1 and
R2?
Even though this was in the town original proposal, all
said no accept Hehn.
Commissioner Patterson said that was simply a loophole to allow the continuance of STRs in R1 and R2.
She also noted that a case in New Orleans said municipalities couldn’t require the owner to be on the premises; it
could be a caretaker or a representative which wasn’t acceptable.
Commissioner Dotson said Homestays are just Tourist
Homes that don’t fall under state guidelines “and we don’t
want that.”
Mayor Taylor said he realized the worksession deliberation may not appear to be seen as the spirit of compromise,
but the board shouldn’t be driven solely by seeking compromise but rather by addressing directly the big questions
related to STRs.
“If our core residential community is lost with more
STR development the impact and change will be felt
throughout our community,” he said. “I see a new model
emerging not dependent on tourism. The virtual work-fromhome model has the potential to change our community by
having young and middle-career professionals working from
home and also being part of this community. I don’t want to
see our neighborhoods to become STRhoods.”
Attorney Essick is making revisions to the board’s
amortization ordinance – doing away with the Homestay option and assigning a number of years to amortization -- and
it will be presented at the next worksession set for Sept. 8 at
7 p.m. in the Community Building.

Highlands Police entries from Aug. 12. Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or public officials have been used.
Aug. 12
• At 5:16 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle accident on N. 4th Street.
Aug. 16
• At 2:30 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle accident on Main Street.
• At 6:20 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle accident at NC 106 and Munger Road.
Aug. 19
• At 4 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle accident on Hummingbird Lane.
Aug. 20
• At 10:47 p.m., officers responded to a call of a
simple assault on a woman when she was grabbed and
slapped across the face at a resident on US 64 west.
Aug. 23
• At 7 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle accident on 3rd Street.
23.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from Aug.

Aug. 23
• At 4:53 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at
a residence on VZ Top Road.
• At 5:04 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at
the hospital.
Aug. 24
• At 11:27 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
location on Carolina Way.
• At 2:13 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Morewood Circle.
• At 10:57 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Webbmont Road.
Aug. 25
• At 9:16 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Upper Lake Road.
Aug. 26
• At 11:28 a.m., the dept. responders to a residence
on US 64 east.
• At 10:48 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.
Aug. 29
• At 12:09 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
location on Main Street.
• At 6:50 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on US 64 east.

...SPORTS continued from page 1

improvement with each match they play,” said Highlands
Coach Brian Stiehler.
Highlands middle school girls volleyball hosted Summit on Monday and won a close victory against the Lady
Bears with a final of 2-1.
Highlands middle school boys soccer kicked off their
season on Monday playing against Summit at home and lost
8-1.
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Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander
Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Top 15% of
Brokers on
MLS

highlandermountainhouse.com

Wei chert.
REALTORS

Country Club Properties
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC

828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Highlands Properties

Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals
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AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center
(PAC)

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Highlands Sotheby's
International Realty

MITZI RAUERS

Dedicated to finding the
home you’ve always wanted.

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

12
K-H Park

DARLENE CONLEY
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404.427.2448
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Ace is the Place,
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Reeves
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*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest
competitor
*We are the #1 producing
office on the Plateau
in 2020
*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row
*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and
Cullasaja Club

2
9

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Licensed in NC and GA

Sheryl Wilson

13

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300

office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com

PAT ALLEN R EALT Y GROUP/ALLEN TATE R EALTOR S
(404) 219-1349 • HIGHL A NDS & CASHIER S NC

#1 in the Carolinas
Pat Allen

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!
Stronger together!

Sr;UT(tHCMLS (.:J
R,afTrmd,

Main Office
295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

6
8

Julie Osborn
Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcat Cliffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.4525

5

patallenrealtygroup.com

DAV ID

BOCK
BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035
Open 7
days a
week






Jody
Lovell
For being recognized by the 2022
Real Trends &
The Thousand rankings,
as advertised in
the Wall Street Journal.
Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty
c (828) 226.6303

1

BROKER
IN NORTH CAROLINA
2021, 2020, 2017, 2016
per Real Trends
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(closed Wed.
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?
www.wildthymegourmet.com

TOP PRODUCING
BROKER
Highlands - Cashiers
MLS since 2001

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

OPEN
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P
DINING ROOM
5:30P



100
30

AGENTS IN THE USA
per Real Trends

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining

Open 7 nights for
dinner 5:30-9p
www.ontheverandah.com

McCULLEY’S

Cashmere

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street 9

