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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Scaly Mountain and Sky Valley community centers have high-speed internet!

BalsamWest brings high-speed internet 
connectivity to Scaly and Sky Valley

Submitted
The Scaly Community and 

Sky Valley-Scaly Mountain Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue centers have 
newly activated high-speed fiber 
service at both locations. 

Balsam West is the Internet 
Service Provider and is delivering 
1 Gbps internet service which is 

available free of  charge to commu-
nity members.

The nonprofit Little T Broad-
band Service, an advocate and sup-
porter of  rural broadband network 
development, was instrumental in 
bringing this fiber-based service to 
Scaly Mountain. 

The Scaly Mountain Commu-

nity Association, a partner of  Little 
T Broadband, is actively develop-
ing community programs to take 
advantage of  these high-speed 
connections.

Over the past year Balsam-
West has been working closely 
with Little T Broadband and Ma-

Oakley is inducted into 
the ‘Long Leaf Pine’ order

By Ran Shaffner
North Carolina Governor Roy 

Cooper has awarded the coveted 
Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine to 
Osborne Oakley, 86, for a lifetime 
of  public service to his community, 
his state and his Nation. 

The certificate will be pre-
sented to Oakley by former POW 
Quincy Collins at the Carolinas 
Freedom Foundation breakfast 
November 10th. It recognizes 
Oakley as a humanitarian, selfless 
servant and patriot

He began his lifetime of  ser-
vice as an Eagle Scout, rescuing a 
drowning person. A graduate of  
Central High School in Charlotte, 
he was commissioned a Lieuten-
ant in the US Army upon comple-
tion of  studies as a Distinguished 
Military Student and cadet Captain 
at The Citadel (Class of  1958). He 
served on active duty with the 23rd 
Engineer Battalion, 3rd Armored 
Division in Germany. When his 
tour was up, he joined his fam-
ily printing business but continued 

serving his country as a Green 
Beret officer in the N.C. Nation-
al Guard’s 20th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne). His education 
also includes graduating from the 
Management Program at the Har-
vard Graduate School of  Busi-
ness.

After leading a printing and 
publishing company for 40 years, 
Oakley became the executive di-
rector of  the Carolinas Freedom 
Foundation and served in that 
capacity for 16 years until he 
recently retired. He has been a 
prime force behind that organiza-
tion whose mission is to Support 
Veterans and Promote Patriotism, 
which involved working closely 
with the 4,400 young JROTC ca-
dets in the Charlotte Area.

In addition to his work with 
the Foundation, he has had prin-
cipal leadership roles as chair-
man of  the Charlotte Douglas 
Airport Authority, Community 
School of  the Arts, Uptown Shel-

Earns North Carolina’s highest award for service

Even if  they desperately need 
one, a lot of  people in Western 
North Carolina can’t afford to re-
tain a lawyer. That’s where Pisgah 
Legal Services comes in.

On Thursday, Sept. 1, at the 
invite of  retired attorney Stell 
Huie, 86 people turned out for a 

breakfast presentation at High-
lands Country Club to learn about 
Pisgah Legal Services (PLS) – its 
lifechanging affects and its need 
for ongoing financial help.

PLS is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides free, civil, le-
gal aid and is an anti-poverty and 

health care access advocate for 
people with low incomes in West-
ern North Carolina’s (WNC) 18 
counties.

Annually, PLS helps more 
than 20,000 people meet their most 
basic needs for housing, safety, in-

Pisgah Legal Services needs help to help 
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The staff  and I meet with vari-
ous groups that support and 
supply the town on a routine 

basis, and this past week Josh, La-
mar Nix met with folks from Duke 
Energy. It was a good meeting.

As always, we had a little back 
and forth about how I periodically 
criticize Duke Energy. I always bring 
up those coal ash fees, along with 
other issues. Richard Knight, our 
Duke liaison, smiles and says, “May-
or, you have your job to advocate for 
the town, and we have our job to supply the 
town with power.” We then all agree we need 
to move on and work on the issues at hand.

One challenge on which everyone in the 
meeting agreed on is we are all facing the fact 
that the demand for electric energy in High-
lands, as well as across the state, will continu-
ally increase. For that matter, despite conserva-
tion efforts, the future portends for significant 
surges in demand, especially if  the country 
converts to electric vehicles. We talked about 
this challenge later in the session, but the im-
mediate challenge was for Duke to upgrade 
their incoming delivery system to Highlands.

Duke’s analysis was that Highlands has 
approached or met the demand loads that 
have been allocated in our contract. The good 
news is the Duke is being proactive in address-

ing the problem with no additional 
expense to the town.

Their response is commend-
able, especially as we enter the winter 
months when electricity demand will 
increase. First, Duke is adjusting our 
contract to reflect the high demand 
periods that we are now experiencing. 
Second, they will upgrade their sub-
station equipment to handle any fu-
ture load increases that the town may 
have. Their engineers know the in-
creasing demand required equipment 

upgrades to avoid unnecessary power outages.
Now some may ask if  electric bills will 

increase? My response is that our electric rates 
will remain the same. But we all tend to use 
more power to operate more appliances like 
large screen TVs. Sallie and I like to plug in a 
large electric heater during the winter in one 
of  our rooms to supplement our central gas 
heating system. That heater eats up electricity, 
thus our monthly bill increases. Fortunately, the 
town hasn’t increased electric rates in a number 
of  years, and there are no plans to do so now, 
even though our wholesale costs have increased 
about $60,000 a month from pressures like sky-
rocketing natural gas prices.

We also talked about electric cars and 
charging stations. If  the electric vehicle trend 
continues, the electric utilities will face major 
challenges, including the Highlands Electric 
Department. I should probably write another 
article on this very complicated issue. 

Everyone at the meeting agreed that the 
conversion to electric vehicles is not a simple, 
green panacea for our planet, nor necessarily 
cheaper energy. Duke is already planning to up-
grade their generating capacity and distribution 
grid. Highlands will have to upgrade its electric 
grid if  everyone begins to charge vehicles. In 
addition, those now low electric charging rates 
will increase significantly as a national charg-
ing system replaces or equals gasoline stations. 
Just the sheer size of  an efficient charging sta-
tion is sobering. There are valid concerns about 
whether electric vehicles have a significantly 
better carbon footprint than gasoline vehicles. I 
have been reading about the mining of  lithium 
that goes into electric car batteries. A case can 
be made that that process could rival the envi-
ronmental impact of  fracking natural gas. 

By the way, there is a lithium vein in Gas-
ton County. Folks there are concerned about 
the proposed open pit mining plan and the re-
sulting increase in truck traffic. Uh oh, “not in 
our backyard!”

Duke and increasing electric demands
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

u

Thursday - Tuesday: 11 am - 10 pm
Wednesday: 4 - 10 pm

465 Main Street, Highlands

•obituaries•
Dorothy Gregory Porter went to be 

with her Savior Jesus Christ on August 30. 
She was born in Oxford, MS, on Septem-
ber 29, 1933. She grew up in Greenwood, 
MS, and raised her family there. She had a 

Dorothy Gregory Porter
long-time career in the restaurant business in 
Greenwood and later in Highlands, where 
she resided for the last 28 years. 

She was a member of  Whiteside Pres-
byterian Church and First Baptist Highlands. 

Dorothy loved her Lord and 
her family and friends. She 
was known and loved by 
many in the community as 
“Mammaw”. She was a Sun-
day School teacher for many 
years and enjoyed being in 
the garden tending her flow-
ers and other plants, feeding, 
and watching birds, reading, 
watching old movies, and 
spending time with her family 
and friends. 

Dorothy was proceeded 
in death by her parents, Harold Walker Greg-
ory and Louise Higdon Gregory; her brother 
Harold Walker Gregory, Jr.; sons Gregory 
Michael Porter and William Thomas Por-
ter, Jr. She is survived by her son Joel Porter 
(Anne) of  Highlands, daughters Lisa Porter 
Hall (Les) of  Aiken, SC, and Melissa Porter 

Underwood (Peter) of  Lil-
burn, GA, 7 grandchildren, 
18 great grandchildren, and 
4 great-great grandchildren.

The service was at First 
Baptist Church Highlands 
on Sunday, September 4. 
The graveside service and 
burial was at Saint Peter’s 
Cemetery in Oxford, MS, on 
Tuesday, September 6.

In lieu of  flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Moun-
tain Area Pregnancy Services 

(https://mtnpregnancy.com/donate) or to 
a church or organization of  your choice.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home in Franklin is in 
charge of  the arrangements.

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS
Highlands Sotheby’s 

International Realty is the 
#1 producing office on the 

Plateay 2020Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 or o: 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

23 Flagstone Road, Cashiers, NC
1.73 acres • MLS # L99197

 Asking $1,000,000

Building On A LegacyBuilding On A Legacy

Darlene Buckler Heine-
mann, 80, passed away 
Wednesday, August 31, 2022. 
Ms. Heinemann was born 
January 26, 1942, in Roscom-
mon Michigan to the late 
Granville and Jennie Jackson 
Buckler. She was a home-
maker and entrepreneur. She 
worked in real estate, a florist, 
and a Bed & Breakfast. She 
was a member of  Communi-
ty Bible Church in Highlands. 
Darlene was a very big-heart-
ed and selfless person.

Darlene Buckler Heinemann
She is survived by her 

six children who she loved 
deeply, William Murray, 
Robert Murray, Janine Mar-
tin, Martin Murray, Larry 
Murray, and Lisa LeBlanc; a 
long-time, loving friend; 12 
grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren; and a sister, 
Jeanette Robinson.

“We are confident, I say, 
and willing rather to be ab-
sent from the body, and to 
be present with the Lord.”- 2 

Corinthians 5:8. 
In Lieu of  Flowers the family dona-

tions be sent to St. Jude 501 St. Jude Place 
Memphis, TN 38105. 

Online condolences can be sent to 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Cre-
matory is serving the Heinemann family. 

Thomas (Tommy) Harvey Cabe, 79, 
entered the gates of  heaven Thursday, Sep-
tember 1st after heart surgery in Asheville, 
NC. A celebration of  life service will be 
held Saturday, September 10, 2022 at 4 p.m. 
at the Franklin High School Fine Arts Cen-
ter. A visitation will be from 3-4 p.m. prior 
to the service. 

Tommy was born December 13, 1942 
in Franklin, NC. He was preceded in death 
by his parents Harvey and Bonnie Cabe and 

Thomas ‘Tommy’ 
Harvey Cabe
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The Michaud/Rauers Group
Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers (seated)

Tom Goldacker, Alex Michaud & John Muir
(with good boy Marlowe in front)

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network.

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, Judy & Mitzi earned 
the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond (Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, 2020, & 

2021 and ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Judy & Mitzi are Certified Luxury Collection Specialists.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027

2
BR

2
BA

WILDWOOD MOUNTAIN  |  $675,000  |  MLS# 100698
This two-bedroom, two bath home offers easy one level living in quiet Wild-
wood Mountain. Vaulted ceilings with handsome wooden beams grace the 
living area. Gleaming floors run throughout the living and dining spaces, and 
into the kitchen; the bedrooms and bonus room are carpeted. The kitchen is 
nicely laid out and has plenty of room for entertaining. Enjoy peaceful morn-
ings on the back deck with coffee. A bonus room offers additional space for 
guests. Double garage. Perfectly situated between Highlands and Cashiers 
and near some of the area’s best hiking. Move-in ready!

OFFERED BY

BROOKS KITTRELL
(828) 230-4453 
brooks@bhhsmmr.com

© 2022 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com | 488 Main St, Highlands | 2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, | 196 Burns St, Cashiers
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

(closed Wed. for lunch)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

OPEN!

Open 
7 nights

for dinner
5:30-9p

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
Open Tuesday-Friday 9:30---o:30 

Saturday 9:30-5:00 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Preparing an of the good things on those days! 
493 Dillard Road 

828-526-2762

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

LUNCH: 
Wed.-Sat.•11:30a - 3p 

BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. • 7-10a

DINNER: 
Wed.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
10a - 3p

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a  
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

Open
for our 38th Season!

Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 8p for Music in the Park!

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Now delivering to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

...OBITUARIES continued from page 4

Ronnie Alan Crowe, 
64, passed away September 
1, 2022. Ronnie was born 
January 15, 1958, in Rabun 
County GA to the late Al-
vin C. Crowe, Jr. and Elea-
nor Keener Crowe. He was 
a member of  the Highlands 
United Methodist Church. 
He loved his children and 
grandchildren. 

Ronnie enjoyed being 
outdoors camping, hunting, 
and fishing. He also enjoyed 
gardening, canning, woodwork, candy, and spending time 
at the beach with his wife Terri.

Survivors include his wife, Terri Crowe; three daugh-
ters, Heather Dalton (Paul), Natalie Dendy (Nathan Kem-
per), Michelle Pendergrass (Travis); three grandchildren, 
Camren Dalton, Russel Dalton, and Taylor Pendergrass; 
three brothers, Robert Crowe (Susan), Kenneth Crow 
(Patty), and Brian Crowe (Dawn Geren); two sisters, Cher-
yl Jenkins (James Cooper), and Kayla McClain (Josh).

A Celebration of  Life Service will be held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday September 10, 2022, at the Highlands United 
Methodist Church with the Rev. Randy Lucus officiating. 
A visitation will be held from 1-2 p.m. prior to the service 
at the church.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is serving the Crowe family.

Ronnie Alan Crowe

a sister Loretta McDonald. He is survived by 
the “Love of  his Life” Janice Jordan, three 
children Michaelle Runken (Jeff), Mitchell 
Cabe (Gloria) and MaAron Cabe (Melissa) all 
of  Franklin; two stepchildren Jeremy Jordan 
of  Atlanta, GA and Nick Yuzzi of  Franklin; 
three siblings, Wenona Curtis, Delores Ma-
son of  Franklin and John Cabe of  Murphy, 
NC; four grandchildren, Elijah Henry, Logan 
Cabe, Blair Mersereau and Cody Cabe; six 
great-grandchildren; Emma, Becca, Fiona, 
Audrey, Leia and Carolina. 

He graduated from Franklin High 
School, class of  1961, and joined the Navy. 
He served his country in the Naval Submarine Service on 
the Lewis & Clark and Tecumseh. He received the Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal and was 
honorably discharged May 18, 1970. He returned to Franklin 
and became a Registered Land Surveyor. Tommy loved his 
country and community. 

He served on the Macon County School Board for 20 

years and was a member of  the Franklin 
High Booster Club for many years. 

Visiting the schools and sharing stories 
with all the students and staff  was a regular 
occurrence and filled his heart with joy. He 
was known as “Mr. Tommy” throughout the 
school system. He loved to travel and see the 
world. He would be on one trip and schedul-
ing the next. He had just returned from out 
west and shared with a laugh that he walked 
all the way to the “Delicate Arch” passing 
several not even half  his age.

Tommy lived life to the fullest and never 
let illness slow him down. He was filled with 

strength and courage to handle anything and will be greatly 
missed by his family and friends.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to 828 Vet 
Toys for Tots, 53 E Main St. Ste K Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences can be sent to www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is serving the Cabe family.

To all the community who helped make the Highlands 
Emergency Council fundraiser a success. We thank each 
and every one of  you. As you all know it does take a com-
munity to run a place like this; we at this time are looking 
for VOLUNTEERS to help in the organization please call 
(828) 526 4357 or come by at 71 Poplar St. Highlands, NC.

•tHanks•
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www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33
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•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 

Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for 

Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin, Lake Nantahala, 

Highlands, Cashiers and Lake Glenville
Pat Allen BIC 

Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 
Realty Group.

Either we are or we are not…
that is the issue

At the first commis-
sioner’s workshop on 
August 30 to deter-

mine the fate of  short-term 
rentals, I was shocked to hear 
Commissioner Amy Patter-
son say twice: “We are NOT 
a tourist town!” 

I proceeded to look up 
the definition as it applies to 
Highlands. Here it is: “A town 
with a relativity small popula-
tion that seems to grow expo-
nentially during the summer 
due to tourists.” 

I would say we definitely 
fit that mold! 

She proceeded to say 
that “we” have always pro-
moted Highlands as a great place to live (hav-
ing only 1,060 residents) and allowing STRs 
will make us a tourist town. 

We already are a tourist town and it’s 
hard to believe she is that out of  touch to 
proclaim we are not. But she is definitely the 
“leader of  the pack” amongst the other com-
missioners. None of  the others cared enough 
to even discuss the matter except Commis-
sioner Hehn and they disregard anything he 
says.

Another controversial item is whether 
STRs are considered commercial or residen-
tial. 

At the last planning board meeting, 
Chairman Darren Whatley asked the Town 
Attorney Jay Coward and Town Manager 
Josh Ward that very question. Both replied, 
“They are not commercial.” 

Patterson started the discussion at the 
Town Board meeting stating that STRs are 
commercial, and the UDO of  2012 doesn’t 
allow commercial uses in zones R-1 and R-2. 

With that being said, the town has al-
lowed the “illegal” use in neighborhoods for 
10 years, knowing they were short-term rent-
als and occupancy tax was paid on them. 

So, the question remains, why disallow 
them now and is the town responsible to the 
homebuyers who bought to rent, spent hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dollars in improve-
ments, now to be told they were illegal all 
those years?

When Commissioner Marc Hehn men-
tioned the amount of  money investors have 
spent, Patterson replied that it’s not up to 
the town to help those people recoup their 
money, saying they were operating illegally all 
those years! 

Then came discussion on grandfather-
ing those who already are doing STRs and 

again she stated “No” and 
asked why we should reward 
them for operating illegally! 

Unfortunately, Com-
missioners Brian Steihler, 
Eric Pierson agreed with her 
with no discussion. Com-
missioner John Dotson, 
who within the last two years 
sold homes downtown hav-
ing told the buyers: “Abso-
lutely, you can do VRBO!” 
said maybe with restrictions.

As it has turned out, all 
the meetings of  the volun-
teer planning board, which 
was asked to submit its plan 
to resolve this issue, was just 
procedural and a waste of  

their time. 
At least they had lengthy discussions 

and concluded that a 7-day minimum 
would be a good solution for STRs. I ap-
plaud member Chris Wilkes for finally tak-
ing the lead saying that short-term rentals 
have been done over 40 years and if  the 
rules in place were enforced, we wouldn’t 
have to be debating this. 

Many of  the objectors, at the meetings 
when we were allowed to speak, kept ref-
erencing that they don’t want to see High-
lands change and the beauty of  it destroyed 
by short-term renters. 

These renters have ALL been put in a 
category of  tourists who come here to cre-
ate noise and party with no regard for their 
neighbors or Highlands, in general. This is 
simply not true!

Jeannie Chambers of  Chambers Re-
alty, has the facts, noting that renters bring 
family to enjoy hiking etc. and don’t disturb 
anyone. 

Highlands has changed since I moved 
here 28 years ago. The town shut down at 
the end of  October and we had four res-
taurants, with two specializing in burgers 
and fries. There was no movie theatre, no 
Bascom Fine Arts Center, Hotel Edwards 
(now the Old Edwards Inn) had only a few 
rooms and their restaurant, Central House, 
had waitresses who had uniforms and bon-
nets reminiscent of  Williamsburg, and 
served the best chicken salad anywhere! 

It later was in bad disrepair and Art 
and Angela Williams chose to renovate it 
and expanded adding a spa, not unlike a 
European resort. Most people in town did 
not want the change and objected to every-
thing the Williamses tried to do. But look at 
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•letters• 
Fair and needed

Dear Editor,
I just wanted to write you a quick 

email to express my appreciation for the 
way you have covered the STR issue in 
Highlands Newspaper paper. I don’t think 
a lot of  people realize that you have sat 
through every single minute of  this pro-

cess, covering the boards and the hundreds 
of  meetings. 

For your articles in the Sept. 1 edition 
of  the paper, I have heard countless people 
comment, expressing the same sentiment 
of  gratitude and respect that I have for 
your reporting. I don’t know how much of  

the other paper that you read, but it’s fair 
to say, they have not covered any of  this in 
the same manner. 

Your honesty and willingness to state 
facts and create a living record of  what has 
been said by town officials and leadership, 
is the only thing facilitating transparency 

throughout this event. 
So, thank you very much for all the 

things that I have mentioned, seriously. 
Nicolaus McCall

Planning Board member
Highlands

Dear Editor,
I have been reading with interest for 

a year now following the Town Board’s 
attempted decision to restrict STRs in R1 
Zoning. 

When my husband and I were looking 
for property to move to for six months out 
of  the year, we looked at Highlands as it is a 
beautiful area. We fell in love. Our plan was 
to live in the home for six months and list 
it as a VRBO the other six months. At the 
time we were told that the higher prices in 
the Highlands would be offset by renting it. 

I’m certainly glad we opted for Frank-
lin. 

Realtors have been promoting High-
lands as the place to buy and for years have 
used that as a selling tool, now you are re-
stricting what someone can do with their 
own property after they have been allowed 
to use it that way for years? That’s false ad-
vertising and the board’s willingness to al-
low it until now and set up these restrictions 
effects the livelihood of  your residents, it’s 
not right. 

I have read about the complaints from 
neighbors of  STR homes like the wedding 
party that was too loud. I actually have a 
solution that would allow STRs in R1 zon-

ing. When the people at a STR are making 
too much noise or causing mayhem, call the 
police! Police officers are trained to handle 
rowdy people and if  they continue after the 
police leave, CALL THEM AGAIN! That 
is what a police department does. 

I think you can handle the problem 
without spending hundreds of  thousands 
of  dollars in litigation, because that’s not a 
good use of  taxpayer money. 

I also read that the board may be re-
sponsible for paying the attorney fees of  the 
group fighting this new rule. You could also 
draft a nuisance ordinance that would out-
line a set of  standards. If  police are called 
to properly more than X amount of  times, 
they are put on probation and maybe a pen-
alty of  not being able to rent it again for 
a six month period. Once the six months 
is up, allow them to restart their STR and 
THEN if  it happens again (or however 
many times, the board could choose) they 
can be banned from using it as a STR. If  the 
owners choose to sell the property, and it is 
in the R1 zone they are not grandfathered in 
and the STR would go away at that location. 

I don’t understand why you would 
want to restrict people from using their 
property when you allowed no restrictions 
for so long. I also don’t understand why the 
board wouldn’t want to sit down with the 
opposing party, that’s normally what a town 
would do to try to negotiate a solution that 
works for everyone. 

Use some common sense!
Shari Spaeth

Franklin, NC 

The STR issue requires common sense

Dear Editor:
In a recent issue of  Highlands News-

paper, Attorney Derek Allen suggests that 
Highlands is a “tourist town and always has 
been.” Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

If  you want to see a tourist town, visit 
Myrtle Beach, or Daytona Beach or Gatlin-
burg. 

Highlands is not a 
tourist town
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THIS FREE TO ATTEND COMMUNITY MUSIC EVENT 
IS BROUGHT TO YOU  BY:

WWW.CLEHIGHLANDS.COM

WITH THE  HELP OF GENEROUS SPONSORS

JERIUS DUNCAN WOOTEN HILL

LINDSAY MCCARGAR
SPALDING MCINTOSH  & 

JAY DRUMMONDS

Featuring...

& many others!

FREE
TO

ATTEND

FREE
TO

ATTEND

OVER
30 MUSICIANS

FROM
EVERY GENRE

PERFORMING AT
12 HOSTING VENUES:

THE BASCOM - MIDPOINT - KELSEY-HUTCHINSON PARK 
HIGHLANDS SMOKEHOUSE - SATULAH BREWING - UGLY DOG PUB 
THE HIGH DIVE - FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - TOWN SQUARE

HIGHLANDS WINE SHOPPE - ASIA HOUSE - HIGHLANDS PLAYHOUSE

www.HIGHLANDSPORCHFEST.com
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LESSONS FROM A
SECRET WARRIOR

A COMMUNITY MENTAL WELLNESS EVENT

FEATURING 2005 AP NATIONAL COACH OF THE YEAR

JOANNE P. MCCALLIE
HIGHLANDS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 21, 2022 @ 5:30PM

TICKETS ARE FREE
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

 Visit HCHealthFnd.org
Presented By Scan Here

Lifting Health and Well-Being, Together

Maybe he would like to see an amuse-
ment park on the Bascom grounds or a 
games arcade on Main Street.

He asserts that people bought homes 
in Highlands they “could not afford” with-
out resorting to STRs to pay for them. 

Maybe these people should not buy 
homes they can’t afford. 

Mr. Allen also claims that STRs pro-
vide jobs for “tradesmen” and “housekeep-
ers.” 

Maybe instead of  STRs these home-
owners might consider yearlong leases at 
reasonable prices so people actually work-
ing in Highlands wouldn’t have to live 20 
miles or more away from where they work.

Finally, Mr. Allen, in a trick of  sophistry 
– i.e., heads he wins, tails we lose – suggests 
a false choice between “common-sense” 
regulations (which would support those 
commonsense folks that bought houses 
they can’t afford), or one that will, he says, 
“trample the rights” of  others (those same 
commonsense folks that bought houses 
they can’t afford).

Let’s hope the Town Commission will 
not let this process devolve into hyperbole 
and nonsense, as evidenced by Mr. Allen’s 
recent letter. 

C.J. Johnson
Franklin

...LETTERS continued from page 10

Dear Editor,
Consider this: it’s easy to confuse 

STRs and STDs. There are several simi-
larities in the activities which contribute 
to each of  them. For example, they both 
involve multiple strangers and both thrive 
in transient environments. They both pro-
liferate if  participation is encouraged with-
out taking proper precautions or establish-
ing sensible control. Frequent and careless 
usage by the multiple participants often 
leads to the deterioration of  the overall 
health and general condition of  the envi-
ronments in which they occur. Both can 
have unintended consequences.

Whatever the case, the spread of  one 
or the other across an area is a risky propo-
sition and can easily get out of  hand. A 
pandemic of  either or both shouldn’t be 
ruled out. After all, both are contagious 
and can spread like wildfire. Consider that.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Note: The wrong title to this letter was pub-
lished in the Sept. 1 editon. We regret the error 
and are happy to set the record straihght.

Consider this and 
that

•biz/org news• 

At the meeting held August 30, the Rotary Club of Highlands welcomed the Plateau Behav-
ioral Health Collaborative which is made up of three local nonprofits: International Friendship 
Center, Counseling Center of Highlands and Community Care Clinic of Highlands-Cashiers. To-
gether, these organizations have supported a new bi-lingual counselor position to work within 
our community. 

Michael Greene has recently taken the job and will work among the three organizations. His 
training and experience have focused primarily on behavioral health, counseling/psychotherapy, 
behavioral health integration in primary care settings, and working with populations considered 
vulnerable. 

Season First place team: 
First Baptist Church Sponsored by Lupoli Construction players front row from left: Ryan Vin-
son, Jesse Stephens, Taylor Schmitt, Caleb Bowers, Logan Houston; Back row: Bayleigh Stephens, 
Michael Baty, Jordan McGaha, Destin Gearheart, Jacob Tedder, Jerry Moore and Drew Chalker. 
Not pictured Johhny Lupoli, Dax Lloyd and Craig McCall
Season Second Place team: 
Highlands Rock Yard sponsored by Highlands Rock Yard, players front row from left: Chris Raby, 
Joe Holbrooks, Tim Holbrooks, Julian Vilardo. Back Row: Tyler Bracket, Ryan Gearheart, Mike 
Holbrooks, Chandler, Travis Jenkins, BJ Ramey. Not pictured Travis Ramey and Buddy Tabor
Season Third Place team: 
DP Sponsored by DP Painting and Gutters, players front row from left: Johnathan Hall, Madison 
Rice, Dennis Perkins, Donnie Edwards, Justin Hall, Drew Rooney, Josh Byrd, Michael Hous-
ton, Ryan Perkins, Seth Wilson and Gene Borino. Not pictured Tom Goldacker and Christian 
Fletcher

Regular 
Season 
Men’s 
Softball 
Winners

First Place team.
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...PISGAH continued from page 1
2022 Upcoming Events

at the
Center for Life Enrichment

THE CURIOUS MIND
KNOWS NO BOUNDS

Center for Life 
Enrichment

www.clehighlands.com 
828-526-8811

office@clehighlands.com

• Rough Run/High Falls Hike
Monday, September 12, Time: 8a-1p  
Cost: $40/$50
Presenter: Gary Wein

• Porchfest
Sunday, September 18, Time: 1-6p 
Cost: FREE
Presenter: Various Artists

• …On The Verandah:  Favorites 
Through The Years 
Wednesday, September 21 
Time: 11:30a-2p 
Cost $70/$80
Presenter: Chef Andrew Figel

• Drawing II
Wednesday, September 21, Time: 1-4p  
Cost: $70/$80
Presenter: May Cavaioli

• The Wit & Wisdom of Faith, Family, 
Friendships, Happiness and 
Authenticity
Thursday, September 22, Time: 2-4p 
Cost: $25/$35
Presenter: Tom Greene

• Private Studio Tour: Inside the Art 
Studio of Sue Fazio
Thursday, September 29, Time: 2-4p  
Cost: $40/$50
Presenter Sue Fazio

• EcoTour: Late Sumer Wildflowers 
and the First Hints of Fall
Tuesday, October 4, Time: 9a-12p 
Cost: $50/$60 
Presenter: Adam Bigelow

September Schedule

Our entire inventory of thousands of antique & contemporary rugs 
from Persia, China, Pakistan, India & Turkey is available.

Our 37th year in Highlands

S e p t e m b e rS e p t e m b e r
S p e c i a l !S p e c i a l !

Do Your Eyes Reveal Your Soul?

Call to find out more
Center for Plastic Surgery 

Robert T. Buchanan MD, F.A.C.S.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

209 Hospital Dr. Suite 202, Highlands, NC 
828-526-3783

www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

come and healthcare. Specifically, 
it helps survivors of  domestic or 
sexual violence, disadvantaged or 
abused children, the elderly, vet-
erans, people with disabilities, and 
the working poor. 

Of  the 74,000 people liv-
ing in Jackson and Macon coun-
ties, at least 22% are eligible for 
PLS’s services based on income.
In Macon County, 30% of  renters 
are cost-burdened, meaning they 
spend more than 30% of  their in-
come on housing and in Jackson 
County, 44% of  renters are cost-
burdened.

In 2021, 645 people in Ma-
con and Jackson counties were 
helped. This includes all members 
of  the household in cases closed 
and pending and includes those 
who were helped more than once. 
There are often multiple problems 
and situations to address.

The breakdown for Macon 
and Jackson in 2021 includes 304 
children who PLS helped escape 
abuse, avoid homelessness and 
secure essentials; 395 people who 
were able to escape from domes-
tic and sexual violence; and 163 
whose housing was stabilized 
which prevented their homeless-
ness.

To help just those in Macon 
and Jackson counties, PLS needs 
$509,000 a year. This funding is 
sought through grants, founda-
tions and individual or corporate 
donors whose donations are ear-
marked specifically for Macon 
and Jackson counties.

Though attendees at the 
breakfast weren’t asked for do-
nations – the presentation was 
meant only to introduce them to 
PLS’s mission while accentuating 
the ongoing need for their servic-
es – the hope is PLS will become 
a monetary recipient.

In 2019 PLS opened its of-
fice for Highlands and Cashiers 
on the HC Hospital campus at 
209 Hospital Drive. 

PLS staff  includes 120 peo-
ple in offices in Asheville, Bre-
vard, Burnsville, Hendersonville, 
Highlands/Cashiers, Marshall, 
Newland, Rutherfordton, Spruce 
Pine and Waynesville – one-third 
of  which are attorneys. In addi-
tion, 300 area attorneys volunteer 
their services pro bono to assist 
PLS clients.

To donate to PLS’s Macon 
and Jackson mission mail checks 
to PLS, PO Box 2276, Asheville, 
NC, 28802 and put Macon and 
Jackson in the memo line.

To learn more, contact Megan 
Quattlebaum, community engage-
ment manager at 828-575-1353 or 
email her at megan@pisgahlegal.
org.

– Kim Lewicki

25% Off 
All cleaning and 

repairs
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Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each Class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

•HigHlanDs eVents• 
NEW Rec Pool Schedule

• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 
3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sunday 1-6p. 
Adult Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6-9:45a; 
Mon.-Thurs, 5-7p. Sat. 10-11a. 828-
526-1595.

Mondays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registra-
tion required – just show up and 
participate. Questions? Visit www.
maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 
– 0863 or email info@maconncli-
teracy.org

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded 
in the 1800s that provides grants 
and loans to women with finan-
cial need who want to return to 
school or further their education 
meets at 10 a.m. More meeting 
places call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still un-
comfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or 
third Tuesday of each month at 
3pm. Members receive weekly 
notification regarding when and 
how the group will assemble.“We 
welcome participation from any-
one interested in writing, or just 
hanging out with writers,” said 
Bud Katz. For more information 
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Wednesdays in Sept.
• Community Yoga Class to 

benefit the Chattooga River Con-
servancy from 6-7:15p at Yoga 
Highlands, facilitated by Rachel 
Kinback CYT500. Fun and restor-
ative movement. Come as you are. 
All skill levels are welcome. Sug-
gested donation $10-20. 

Thursdays
• At Hudson Library, Fam-

ily Storytime at 10:40a. For more 
information about any of these 
summer activities, contact Hud-
son Library at 828-526-3031. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft 
activities.For more information 
about any of these summer activi-

ties, contact Hudson Library at 
828-526-3031.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10:15-11am.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a to 6p,

Mon. & Wed.
• Cardio Kickboxing with 

Crystal Corbin 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
A full body workout for every 
muscle 

• New Mobility Class with 
Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednes-
day 6:45-7:45. For more informa-
tion, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, 
The class is led by Cathy Hodg-
son. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

Tues. & Thurs.
• Pilates-Strength and 

Stretch with Autumn Lucas
• New Zumba class with 

Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p.
• Exercise Class with Mi-

chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-
tion class with different types of 
exercise.

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix of 
martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout.

Fridays
• Friday Night Live Concerts 

in Town Square on Main Street. 
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs. 

Saturdays
• Saturdays on Pine in K-H 

Founders Park on Pine Street. 
6-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs, blankets 
and a picnic. 

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club meets in 
142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Order your fresh 
Magnolia wreaths now.

New
Arrivals!

r . IOc.mQ_(lt • j£WWtV • MX!SSOR.IES 
-r� 5:" 24 E. l,lAlff ST.• FRAIIKWt, IIC

· � 828.369.7300 
� 
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ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

•HigHlanDs area eVents• 
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. March 
thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main Street in their Community 
Room/ 909 Chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9AM and hold our monthly meeting at 
10AM We invite ALL Veterans to attend. 
Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander for 
any information @828-787-1660.

Thurs., Sept. 8
• Nantahala Hiking Club welcomes 

all to learn about the Nikwasi Initiative 
focused on local Cherokee culture. Ty 
Bushyhead Boyd co-leads “How Cultures 
& Landscapes Mesh.” From 8a to 6pm at 
the Macon County public library, 149 Siler 
Farm Rd, Franklin. nantahalahikingclub.org

Sat., Sept. 10
• Western North Carolina volun-

teers are gathering at Holly Springs Bap-
tist Church in Franklin (366 Holly Springs 
Church Road) for our Annual Project 
Leader Workshop on Saturday, Septem-
ber 10, from 11 am to 2 pm. Workshop 
is to support and connect volunteers 
with those who are leading their families, 
community groups, and churches to pack 
gift-filled shoebox gifts. This is a free event 
that is open to anyone wishing to help 
encourage their church, business, or com-
munity group promote their community 
efforts to pack shoeboxes with school 
supplies, hygiene items, and fun toys which 
will contribute to the project’s global goal 
of reaching more than 11 million children 
in Jesus’ Name. You can register or direct 
questions to June Trull, at email: jtrull.
occ2017@hotmail.com; however reg-
istration is not required to attend. Light 
lunch will be served. 

Sun. Sept. 11
• The final hymn sing of the summer 

at Church in the Wildwood, Horse Cove 
Road, will be Sunday, Sept 11, from 7-8 pm. 
If questions, call Mary Bean at 1-828-506-
0125.

Sat., Sept. 17
• Grand Opening of the new High-

lands Performing Arts Center featuring 
Grand Amici at 7:30p. For more informa-
tion call 828-526-9047.

• Singin’, strummin’, pickin, and clog-
gin’ will fill the rooms of the Glenville 
Community Center (formerly the Jimmy 
Dillard VFW) on Saturday from 12 to 3PM 
for the Glenville Area Historical Society 
annual Appalachian Mountain Music event. 
For information about the Appalachian 
Mountain Music event, the Glenville His-
tory Museum and the Society, please call 
828 507.0322 or email historicalsociety-

glenvillearea@yahoo.com. Log on to www.
glenvillehistoricalsociety.com and like us on 
Facebook!

Sun. Sept. 18
• Highlands Porchfest a Walk-Around 

Community Music Event 1-6p. Over 30 mu-
sicians from every genre performing at 12 
hosting venues.

• Performing Arts Center Open House 
(rain or shine) with an official ribbon cut-
ting presented by the Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce and Mayor Pat Taylor on Sunday, 
2 to 5 pm at 507 Chestnut Street. It will be 
a chance to take a tour, try out the beauti-
ful and very comfortable seats and see what 
our community working together has done!

Tues., Sept. 20
• Pisgah Legal’s tax clinic at Macon Pro-

gram for Progress Training Annex in Franklin 
1-3 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. The clinic provides lo-
cal families free information and tax prepa-
ration services. If you’re on the fence about 
filing a tax return, you’ll be able to speak to 
a certified tax preparer about your specific 
situation. Then, you decide whether to file. 
The decision is always in your hands. All of 
Pisgah Legal’s services are secure, confiden-
tial and free. Appointments can be scheduled 
in advance or taken on a walk-in basis as 
availability allows. Visit pisgahlegal.org/taxes 
or call 828-210-3404 for more information 
and to schedule an appointment. 

Wed., Sept. 21
• The Highlands Cashiers Health Foun-

dation presents a dynamic community 
mental wellness event “Lessons from a Se-
cret Warrior.” Featured speaker Joanne P. 
McCallie is a mental health advocate and 
NCAA D1 Hall of Fame Basketball Coach. 
The event will be on Wednesday, at 5:30pm 
at the Highlands Performing Arts Center 
(PAC). The event is free, but reservations 
are required. 

Sept. 23 - Oct. 16
• The Mountain Theatre Company 

presents Brooklyn: The Musical, A Sidewalk 
Fairytail at The Playhouse on Oak Street. 
Wed. - Sat. @ 7:30p and Sat. & Sun. @ 2p. 
For tickets go to www.mountaintheatre.
com. 

Fri., Sept. 23
• At Shakespeare & Company in Vil-

lage Square a booksigning with author Su-
sie DeVille and her new book “Bouyant: 
The Entrepreneur’s Guide to Being Wildly 
Successful, Creative and Free” at 5:30 p.m.  
Refreshments provided by The Secret Gar-
den.

• At the Highlands Performing Arts 
Center Live via Satellite Great Art on 
Screen: Pompeii Sin City at 5:30 p.m. For 
more information call 828-526-9047. 

Sat., Sept. 24
• Pet First Aid & CPR Training at the Sky 

Valley Scaly Mountain Volunteer Fire House 
Community Room at 4 p.m. Fre admision, 
but no pets. Please RSVY joanneroesner@
yahoo.com Sponsored by Dr. Joanne 
Roesner and Rabun Animal Hospital. Leave 
your pets at home and come learn how to 
deliver first aid care for your pet.

Sun., Sept. 25
• Chef Dinner at OEI’s The Farm, 

Fourth Anual Oyster Fest at The Farm with 
The Darling & Kimball. Book at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/chefdinners.

Tues., Sept. 27
• At Shakespeare & Company in Vil-

lage Square, author Cathy Pickens is giving 
a talk and signing of her book, True Crime 
Stories of Western North Carolina at 4pm. 
Refreshments provided by The Secret Gar-
den. 



OPEN 10AM - 4PM 
THURSDAY • FRIDAY • SATURDAY 

�a@ 
m ® lTil O ful11'� GTI@l3 

MAJOR EXHIBITS: 
• Prince House Circa 1877
• Museum - 4,000 Artifacts
• Old Jail - 1918
• Lapham Tent House 1908
• Uniform Exhibit 

 THROUGH OCTOBER 

www.highlandshistory.com 

524 N. 4th Street I 828-787-1050

Highlands Community & PlateauHighlands Community & Plateau
PLEASE JOIN USPLEASE JOIN US

Community Open House & Ribbon CuttingCommunity Open House & Ribbon Cutting
Sunday, September 18, 2022     2 - 5pmSunday, September 18, 2022     2 - 5pm

507 Chestnut Street 507 Chestnut Street .. Highlands NC Highlands NC
www.HighlandsPerformingArts.comwww.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
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HCHF to Host Community Mental Wellness Event
The Highlands Cashiers 

Health Foundation (HCHF) is 
proud to present a dynamic com-
munity mental wellness event 
“Lessons from a Secret Warrior.” 

Featured speaker Joanne P. 
McCallie is a mental health advo-
cate and NCAA D1 Hall of  Fame 
Basketball Coach. 

The event will be on Wednes-
day, September 21 at 5:30pm at the 
Highlands Performing Arts Center 
(PAC). There will be no charge for 
the event, but reservations are re-
quired.

Diagnosed with bipolar dis-
order at age 30, McCallie learned 
how to manage her mental health 
and flourish during her 32-year 
coaching career. 

The 2005 Associated Press 
National Coach of  the Year, 
“CoachP” led Duke, Michigan 
State, and Maine to over 600 wins 
before leaving the arena in 2020 
to turn her full-time attention to 
mental health advocacy. 

Now a nationally recognized 
speaker, she shares her story to in-

spire and educate others on “how 
to win without losing yourself.”

“CoachP is vulnerable and 
transparent,” said Mike Krzyzews-
ki, Hall of  Fame men’s basketball 
coach at Duke University. “She 
shares personal coaching stories 
throughout a very successful head 

coaching career regarding mental 
wellness, personal growth, team 
loyalty, and thriving with her 
teams through adversity.”

According to a report titled 
“The State of  Mental Health in 
America” (an annual report from 
Mental Health America), 19.86% 
of  adults in the U.S. are dealing 
with some form of  mental illness. 

In North Carolina, specifi-
cally, the rate is 16.37%. Accord-
ing to “US News and World Re-
port,” 15.4% of  adults in Macon 
County and 15.8% of  adults in 
Jackson County live with frequent 
mental distress. 

At a time when so many of  
all ages are experiencing some 
type of  mental health concern, 
Highlands Cashiers Health Foun-
dation is committed to raising 
awareness, reducing the stigma, 
and bolstering resources to ad-
dress growing needs across the 
communities we serve.

“We are excited to welcome 
CoachP to our community and 
to this feature event” said Robin 
Tindall, CEO and Executive Di-
rector of  the Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation. “She has such 
an amazing story and remarkable 
enthusiasm to share her journey. 
In the current climate of  mental 
health in our society, we need 
more advocates like CoachP. We 
are so fortunate to have her here.”

Reservations for tickets are 
required. To reserve your spot at 
the PAC visit www.HCHealth-
Fnd.org, www.highlandsperform-
ingarts.com, or the PAC Ticket 
Office at 828-526-9047.

About Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation

The Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation was estab-
lished on February 1, 2019, as 
a 501(c)3 public charity to im-
prove the health and well-being 
of  Highlands, Cashiers, and sur-
rounding communities. Together 
with generous donors, the Foun-
dation aims to make positive and 
lasting change by supporting 
projects and programs that im-
prove health and well-being in the 
communities we serve. Visit www.
HCHealthFnd.org and www.face-
book.com/HCHealthFnd to join 
us in Lifting Health and Well-Be-
ing, Together.

Joanne P. McCallie



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Sept. 8, 2022 - 828-200-1371 - Page 17

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS TOWN ENGINEERING SERVICES

1. GENERAL INFORMATION 
A. INTRODUCTION 

The Town of Highlands (Town) is soliciting 
proposals to provide Town Engineering Services 
as an independent contractor to the Town. Firms 
that serve North Carolina local government en-
tities are encouraged to respond. Services typi-
cally conducted by the selected firm include, but 
are not necessarily limited to, the items listed in 
this RFQ. Work shall be provided to Town on 
an as-needed basis, as authorized by the Town 
Manager or the Town Manager’s designee. 

Proposers shall be licensed to practice en-
gineering in the State of North Carolina and be 
members in good standing with the North Car-
olina State Board of Examiners for Engineers 
and Surveyors. To avoid potential conflicts of 
interest, the Town will consider proposals from 
engineering firms, as well as individual engineers 
that do not provide design services to private 
development interests. 
B. BACKGROUND 

The Town of Highlands, population 980, 
located in Macon County. The Town Council 
consists of the Mayor and five Commissioners 
elected at large. The Town operates under the 
Council/Manager form of government. 

The Town of Highlands has an annual bud-
get of approximately $27,400,000. The Town has 
11 operating departments, including Administra-
tion, Planning, MIS/GIS, Police, Streets, Recre-
ation, Fire, Water, Sewer, Sanitation, and Electric. 
C. ANTICIPATED SELECTION  
SCHEDULE 

The Town anticipates the following general 
timeline for its selection process. The Town re-
serves the right to change this schedule. 

• RFQ Advertised: September 8th, 2022 
• Proposal Due Date: October 7th, 2022 
• Selection Committee Evaluation Week of 

October 10th, 2022 
• Contract Approval October 20th, 2022 
• Commencement of Contract October 

31st, 2022 
D. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 Firms shall be qualified professional en-
gineering firms that have experience in design, 
funding consulting, bidding, construction admin-
istration oversight and construction inspection 
of local government capital improvement proj-
ects to include water systems, wastewater sys-
tems, stormwater, and streets and roads. 

The selected firm shall confirm their ability 
to provide the following scope of services: 

1. Serve as Engineer-of-Record for the 
Town. 

2. Under the direction of the Town Man-
ager or designee, oversee capital project design 
and construction. 

3. Provide infrastructure impact analysis, as 
needed. 

4. Provide detailed design and construc-
tion specifications for successful bidding and 
construction coordination of infrastructure im-
provements and maintenance projects. 

5. Consult with state, federal and county 
agencies having jurisdictional authority over 
Town project, as warranted. 

6. Assist with budgeting services, planning 
and rate studies. 

7. Suggest and comment on engineering-
related ordinance modifications, construction 
standards and specification modifications. 

8. Work with Town staff to review or com-
plete all its applications, or agency notifications. 

9. Work with Town staff, organizations, and 

funding agencies to help develop competitive and 
complete funding proposals. 

10. Serve as the Town’ s Project Manager 
for public improvements prepared by other en-
gineers. 

11. Review preliminary design drawings and 
design calculations for compliance with local, 
county and state requirements and sound engi-
neering practices. 

12. Attend pre-application, pre-construc-
tion, Town Commissioners meetings and other 
meetings, as requested by the Town. 

13. Periodically review project construction 
sites to confirm compliance with plans and speci-
fications. 

14. Review completed project plans. 
15. Review and formulate updates to mas-

ter plans and feasibility studies, as requested. 
16. Subconsultant s may be used, subject to 

written approval by the Town, on design projects 
or where supplemental expertise is desired. 

17. Perform additional basic engineering and 
special services, which cannot be fully described 
at this time, as requested by the Town. 

The selected firm reports directly to the 
Town Manager. Inquiries from the public and/or 
press are outside the purview of the Town Engi-
neering Services. All inquiries for the Town Engi-
neering Services’ time shall be channeled through 
the Town Manager, or the Town Manager’s desig-
nee, who must authorize such request prior to 
the selected firm taking any action. 
2. PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS 
A. PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL AND DUE 
DATE 

Proposers shall email the Statement of 
Qualifications containing a PDF proposal with 
subject line: 

“Town of Highlands , NC - Town 
Engineering Services.” 

Proposals shall be submitted by 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, October 7th, 2022 to: 

Josh Ward 
Town Manager 

210 North Fourth Street 
PO Box 460 

Highlands, NC 28741 
Proposals shall be organized as specified in 

section 3. Proposal shall not exceed 20 single-
sided pages, 
 exclusive of the front and back covers.

The Town assumes no responsibility for un-
delivered emails. 

Proposals that are not delivered by the 
above-specified time and date will not be con-
sidered. 
B. INQUIRIES 

Questions concerning this RFQ should be 
submitted no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Sep-
tember 
30, 2022, in writing to: 

Josh Ward, Town Manager 
Town of Highlands 
210 N. 4th Street 

PO Box 460 
Highlands, NC 28741 

Email: 
Josh Ward <josh.ward@highlandsnc.org
Please include subject line: “Questions  

Regarding RFQ for Town Engineering Services.” 
C. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS 

 The Town reserves the right to: 
1. Seek clarifications of each proposal. 
2. Negotiate a final contract that is in the 

best interest of the Town and the public. 
3. Reject any or all proposals. 
4. Cancel this RFQ at any time if doing so 

would be in the public interest, as determined by 
Town in its sole discretion. 

5. Award the contract to any proposer based 
on the evaluation criteria set forth in this RFQ. 

6. Waive minor informalities contained in any 
proposal, when, in the Town’s sole judgment, it is in 
the Town’s best interest to do so. 

7. Request any additional information Town 
deems reasonably necessary to allow Town to 
evaluate, rank and select the most-qualified pro-
poser to perform the services described in this 
RFQ. 
D. PUBLIC RECORDS 

All proposals submitted are the property of 
the Town of Highlands, thus subject to disclosure 
pursuant to the North Carolina Public Records 
Act. Accordingly, proposals received and opened 
shall not be available for public inspection until af-
ter the Town’s notice of intent to award this con-
tract is issued. Thereafter, except for information 
marked “ Proprietary”, all documents received by 
the Town shall be available for public disclosure. 
The Town will attempt to maintain the confidenti-
ality of materials marked “Proprietary” to the ex-
tent permitted under North Carolina law. 

E. COSTS 
Proposers responding to this RFQ do so 

solely at their own expense. 
3. PROPOSAL FORMAT AND  
EVALUATION 
A. MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 

The Town will review proposals received to 
determine whether each proposer meets the fol-
lowing minimum qualifications: 

1. A professional engineer licensed to work 
in the State of North Carolina. 

2. Ability to provide the engineering services 
needed by the Town to the standards required by 
the Town, County and State. 

3. Has the financial resources to perform the 
desired engineer services, or the ability to obtain 
such resources. 
B. PROPOSAL CONTENTS 

Proposals shall include, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing items: 

1. The name of the person(s) authorized to 
represent the proposer in negotiating and signing 
any agreement which may result from the pro-
posal. 

2. Detailed information on the Firm’s ability 
to provide the services described herein. Include 
sufficient discussion of proposed methodologies, 
techniques and procedures. Describe the hierar-
chy of project management. Provide suggestions 
of any additional services that may enhance the 
value and/or effect of the overall economy and 
effectiveness of the contract. 

3. The names of professional persons who 
will perform the work and a current resume 
for each, including a description of qualifications, 
skills and responsibilities. The Town is interested 
in professionals with experience serving local 
governmental entities. 

4. Specifically address proposer’s familiarity 
with laws and regulations governing water sys-
tems, wastewater systems, stormwater, streets 
and roads, and electrical engineering operations, 
construction and maintenance of the Town’s cur-
rent systems. 

5. Explanation of proposer ‘s workload ca-
pacity and level of experience commensurate 
with the level- of-service required by the Town. 

6. Explanation of proposer’s facilities and 
availability of professional staff. 

7. Proof of Insurance of $1 million profes-
sional liability insurance. Proof of coverage by 
Workers’ Compensation Insurance or exemp-
tion. 

8.  A list of at least three references from lo-
cal government clients for whom similar services 
have recently been provided. (For all references, 
please include names, phone numbers, email ad-
dress and description of work performed.) 

9. A list of the tasks, responsibilities and 
qualifications of any subconsultants proposed to 
be used on a routine basis and proof of adequate 
professional liability insurance for any subconsul-
tants. 

10. Confirmation that the proposer is a 
professional engineer licensed to work in the 
State of North Carolina. 
C. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Proposals meeting the above minimum 
qualifications will be evaluated by the Town using 
the following criteria. 

1. Firm Experience/Reputation/Workload: 
Firm’s experience in similar work and the record 
of successful results of that work. Consideration 
will be given to the Firm’s ability to take on addi-
tional work, specific management approach, how 
well the Firm ‘s organization structure shows suf-
ficient depth of its present workload, approach 
to managing project budget and time, and the 
Firm’ s ability to offer quality services required. 
Maximum Points: 25 

2. Project Management Approach: Respons-
es to Section 2. D. 2. as outlined regarding the 
Firm’s Project Management Approach and the 
performance of the identified services as well as 
project deliverables. Maximum Points: 25 

3. Experience of Project Team: Having the 
right team helps deliver a project within budget 
and on- schedule. The Town will give considerable 
weight to the individual qualifications of the team 
members who will be assigned to do a majority 
of the work identified. Consideration will include 
the individual qualifications, experience, and loca-
tion of key personnel. Maximum Points: 35 

4. Thoroughness of the Proposal: The Firm’ 
s overall proposal in addressing the services re-
quired by the town. Maximum Points: 15 
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•sPiritually sPeaking•
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: 10:45am Children’s Program, HS 4:30-6:30pm 

Mon: 4:30-6pm Women’s Bible Study; Tues: 7-8am Men’s Bible 
Study@Zookeeper Bistro; 10am-Noon Women’s Bible Study 

Wed: MS 5:30-7pm;Thurs: 7-8:15am Men’s Bible Study@
Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968

5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. 9:30a; Sat. 4p; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Rev. Angie Ballard 
Holy Family Lutheran 
Church: ELCA

When my oldest daughter Hannah turned four 
years, she asked for a Disney princess dress. True 
to form, my mother went to the Disney store and 

bought every princess costume they had in Hannah’s size. 
From Cinderella to Snow White, Belle to Ariel, my little 
princess was decked out in shiny taffeta, scepters and tiaras, 
even shoes to match each costume. For almost six months 
I cannot recall a day when our little angel didn’t insist on 
wearing princess attire. It was all well and good until one 
fateful afternoon in February.

I needed to run a quick errand which required me to 
take Hannah inside the store. Dressed in her Princess Ariel 
costume, there was still snow on the ground so I told Han-
nah she would need to put on her coat and boots before 
going inside the store. As we pulled into the parking lot, I 
asked Hannah to put on her coat and shoes to which she 
sweetly replied, “No, Mommy.” Back and forth we went, 
our voices growing louder. Finally, I threw the car in gear, 
drove the four blocks back home, and carried a kicking, 
screaming princess inside the house depositing her in the 
mud room. “Go to your room” I said a bit too loudly, “and 
no tv until you take off  that dress and apologize.” 

Stomping over to the staircase that led to her bedroom, 
Hannah looked back at me; eyes swollen, face reddened and 
tear-stained, her hair a tangled mess, tiara tilted to one side, 
scepter bent and missing a shoe, she screamed “You’re ruin-
ing my life!” And for added effect, she threw herself  on the 
bottom stair, buried her face in green taffeta and dissolved 
into tears.

We can all get a bit dramatic sometimes, can’t we? And 
why shouldn’t we? Drama can be enticing, even intoxicating; 
at the very least, it gets our attention. Which is why some 
of  the best teachers know how to effectively use drama to 
explain difficult concepts and drive home a point. It’s no 
wonder that the Gospels are filled with drama, particularly 
Luke. Still, when we hear Jesus’ words “Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple,” (Luke 
14:27) what are we to make of  them? What about the cross? 
And what does it mean for we post-modern Christians to 
carry the cross? 

Perhaps it means that if  we are to be disciples of  
Christ, we are to carry the ministry forward by seeing those 
who the world prefers to overlook. Could it also mean fa-
voring and regarding the marginalized, even when doing so 
might lead us to being ostracized by our own communities? 

One thing is for certain: if  we view the cross as a means 
only for our salvation, then we have certainly missed Jesus’ 
point. The cross is God’s promise of  eternal life and love 
as manifested by the resurrected Christ. And if  this sounds 
dramatic, it should… because it is! 

The role of 
disciples of 

Christ
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police en-

tries from Aug. 26. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials 
have been used. 

Aug. 26
• At 2:40 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a hit & run motor 
vehicle accident between two 
vehicles on Chestnut Street.

• At 4:28 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a two-vehicle acci-
dent at NC 28 and Spring Street.

Sept. 1
• At 10:19 a.m., officers 

responded to a two-vheicle 
accident at N. 4th and Spruce 
streets.

Sept. 3
• At 2:49 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a call of disorderly 
conduct in Kelsey Hutchinbson 
Park. 

• At 3 p.m., Parker Da-
vis Spackman, 24, of Powder 
Springs, GA, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct and resist-
ing arrest. He was issued a $500 
secured bond. His trial date is 
Sept. 29.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Aug. 30.

Aug. 30
• At 10:30 a.m., the dept. 

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

Rock a little
Shop alot

at our
75% Off

Porch Sale
Every Day

Men & Women’s 
Clothing

WE MOVED 
to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main

OPENiNG NiGHT: OPENiNG NiGHT: September 17, 2022 September 17, 2022 

Bravo AmiciBravo Amici
Come early and join us for a glass of champagne!Come early and join us for a glass of champagne!

Festive Attire Festive Attire (Black Tie Optional)(Black Tie Optional)

www.HighlandsPerformingArts.comwww.HighlandsPerformingArts.com
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

Call to get on the 

Call to get on the 

waiting list
waiting list

provided public assistance at a lo-
cation on Main Street.

Aug. 31
• At 3:09 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

• At 5:17 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Nall Farm Road.

• At 5:19 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Old Orchard road.

• At 7:11 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Nall Farm Road.

Sept. 1
• At 3:53 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

• At 5:18 p.m., the dept. was 
on special assignment on US 64 
west.

• At 6:56 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Cullasaja Club Drive.

Sept. 2
• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on S. Old Walhalla Road.

Sept. 3
• At 7:54 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Bowery Road.

• At 10:09 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
N. 4th Street.

• At 6:43 p.m. the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on US 64 west.

• At 11:32 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hickory Street.

• A little past midnight, the 
dept. responded to a fire alarm 
at a residence on Bowery Road.

Sept. 4
• At 12:47 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Peace Mountain Road.

• At 8:45 p.m. the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a 
residence on Song Bird Lane.

• At 8:38 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at the 
hospital.

Sept. 5
• At 2:02 p.m. the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hudson Road.

• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Horse Cove Road.

• At 2:49 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Walhalla Road.

• At 9:13 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Webbmont Road.

Sept. 6
• At 6:47 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Clubhouse Trail.



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

RICARDO MORALES

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge



Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
Personal service and integrity

Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

“Following Jesus makes your life better AND 
makes you better at life!”

Come join us for Sunday morning small group.

LIVE STREAM 
with

Andy Stanley 
at 9a.m.

For more information: 404-307-1415 (Bee)

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS
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•classiFieDs•
GARAGE SALE
SAT. 9-2, SUN 9-4 10a until? 745 Dillard Road. 

Please use marKed lower driveway.
FOR SALE
4 RAD POWER ELECTRIC BIKES in great 

condition For Sale. Reduced to $1,100 each call 864-
373-4022 for info and pics. (7/28)

SUNBEAM TIGER – Classic ‘65 Sunbeam Tiger 
V8 convertible with hardtop. Come see in Highlands. 
386-562-1976. (st. 6/2)

HELP WANTED
ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE - HIGH-

LANDS-CASHIERS BOARD OF REALTORS® 
AND MLS. If you have three years or more expe-
rience as a Realtor Association Executive or execu-
tive of an association, we have an opportunity for you. 
The Highlands-Cashiers Board of Realtors is looking 
for an initiative-taker that is not afraid to THINK BIG 
and initiate plans and activities to continue the amazing 
growth experienced over the last five years.

The Executive is responsible for administration of 
the REALTOR® association and Multiple Listing Ser-

vice for Macon, Jackson, and portions of Transylvania 
counties. The association is member-focused, and the 
AE should have a clear understanding of the basic 
activities of its REALTORS. AE will collaborate with 
Board leadership and volunteers on the management 
of the organization. Currently active REALTORS® 
must be willing to take their license “Inactive” for the 
duration of their employment. Please do not call the 
HCBOR Office concerning this position. If interested, 
email a resume with compensation requirements to 
INFO@HCBOR.NET. (st. 9/8)

DO YOU LOVE TO COOK, PUT TO-
GETHER GIFTS, AND SELL? Would you like 
to work in a bustling Main Street store and have no 
two days alike? The Dry Sink is hiring!! Please come 
in to see if we’re a good fit. We like to have fun while 
working hard to provide the best customer service in 
Highlands. Salary is commensurate with sales experi-
ence. Please email Sam at shays@thedrysink.com or 
stop by for an application. The Dry Sink, 450 Main St. 
(st. 9/1)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND TRUST 
IS HIRING! Join our hardworking team and be a 
part of the organization that is conserving the Pla-
teau’s natural places for ours and future generations. 
Seeking a Development and Outreach Assistant who 
will be responsible for several duties including me-
ticulously managing HCLT’s donor database and pro-
cessing donor gifts/donor acknowledgments; assisting 
with other fundraising, PR, and administrative tasks; 
assisting with event planning and implementation; and 
providing office reception services such as greeting 

• See CLASSIFIED page 22



visitors and directing telephone calls as well as other 
duties as needed. This is a part-time position (20-30 
hours/week) with the possibility of transitioning to 
full-time and other growth potential. Hourly wage 
commensurate with experience. This position reports 
to the Development Director and has the option 
for some flex scheduling. Send your resume to julie.
hitrust@earthlink.net. (st. 8/11)

DOMESTIC IRONING – Needed In Highlands. 
Pick up and return when finished. Call Dottie Butler at 
941-735-8996. Leave message. (st. 6/19)

MCCULLEY’S IN HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS is seeking full- and part-time help. Inquire at 
828-200-0928. (st. 6/9) 

SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS DELI 
IS UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT and is hir-
ing full and part time staff for the season. Competitive 
starting wage, great tips, and reasonable hours (not 
too early, not too late). Pick up an application in store 
at 115 S. 4th Street or apply on Sweetreatshighlands.
com. (st. 5/19)

WOLFGANG’S BISTRO is looking for full-
time prep and line cook, waitstaff and hostess. Evenings 
only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 or email wom2@
me.com. (st. 2/17)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS is an 
Upscale, Small Assisted Living Facility looking for Med 
Aides, CNA’s, Housekeeper and Dietary Staff. You may 
apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at 828-
526-5251 or by email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com 
or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
RETIRED FREELANCE ARTIST will paint 

picture of your home on 16x20 canvas in watercolors 
for $75. 954 829-2625. (st. 8/25)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic, 
Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (9/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free esti-
mates. Insured. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (4/28)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowledgeable, dedi-
cated to my clients. Stop paying agency prices and call 
me. Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL ROOF & 
FABRICATON roof repairs, chimney flashing, de-
bris removal, pressure washing. Call 828-371-1103. (st. 
9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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...CLASSIFIEDS from page 21
con County on a project to extend fiber communications 
south of  Franklin, NC along US Hwy 441. There were two 
phases to this project, getting fiber built to the Otto Com-
munity Center/Fire Department, and from there partnering 
with Haywood Electric Membership Cooperative to connect 
fiber to Scaly Mountain Fire Department and Community 
Center. We have diligently been working on this partnership 
and are happy to announce the route is now complete and 
ready for service. 

Along this route BalsamWest has placed access points 
for future fiber expansion into residential communities and 
is now ready to serve those businesses along the fiber path. 
This allows us to reach the small businesses along 441, that 
previously were in an underserved area for broadband. Liv-
ing in the south Macon County area, Jeff  Lee can attribute to 
the benefit this project will have on the community. “Little 
T Broadband served as a technical resource for the project, 
helping to align the needs of  the partnership. We were also 
successful in securing grant funds through the Southwestern 
Commission to create hotspots at the community centers, 
making the fiber internet available for students and residents 
as a stop gap measure until we are able to extend the fiber 
further into unserved areas,” said Jeff  Lee, President/CEO 
of  Little T Broadband. Macon County has been a financial 
partner to the project which was critical to its success. 

“Macon County is committed to facilitating and incen-
tivizing broadband investments in the County. Our partner-
ship with Little T Broadband and BalsamWest has been a 
local effort of  which we are proud to be a part,” says Com-
missioner Gary Shields. “We look forward to facilitating ad-

ditional expansion as grants and other funds become avail-
able.” 

BalsamWest is planning to launch their small business 
connect fund within the coming weeks. So, what does this 
mean for businesses in Macon County and those along 
the 441 Corridor? BalsamWest will waive any upfront 
charges to build to businesses within a certain footage of  
their fiber route. Fiber costs can be prohibitive for small 
businesses, making it nearly impossible to afford upfront 
fiber installation and build costs. BalsamWest is commit-
ted to eliminating these costs for their customers so they 
can receive the same high quality fiber internet services that 
our region’s major institutions and businesses enjoy. “Our 
owners are committed to the small businesses, residents, 
and governments of  Macon County and WNC, says Ryan 
Sherby, CEO of  BalsamWest and that “This multi-faceted 
partnership is a testament to the strong collaborative of  
local companies, non-profits and governments who have 
been investing in Macon County and WNC for decades. 
We look forward to serving small businesses by offering 
an extremely reliable network supported by local dedicated 
staff.” Businesses outside of  the US 441 south corridor 
may also be eligible for this offer. 

As a locally owned company, BalsamWest’s mission 
is to deliver robust communication services to our own-
ers, commercial, and residential customers within our fiber 
footprint. Leverage opportunities to expand our infrastruc-
ture and operations to close the digital divide and provide 
career opportunities to our community. For information 
visit www.balsamwest.net. 

...INTERNET continued from page 1

...OAKLEY continued from page 1

Obie Oakely

ter for Homeless Men, Printing 
Industry of  the Carolinas and 
The Highlands (NC) Historical 
Society. More than thirty years 
ago, he and two friends raised 
the money to build the Mecklen-
burg County Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, located in uptown 
Charlotte. 

When Hurricane Floyd 
swamped Eastern North Caro-
lina in 2001, this former Green 
Beret Captain organized his 
“band of  brothers” veterans to 
help with recovery efforts. They 
did the same in Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina rolled 
through in 2005.

Oakley was also instrumental in organizing his fellow 
Green Beret veterans in raising funds, clothing, and school 
supplies to send to a remote village in a humanitarian effort 
to win the hearts and minds of  citizens of  Afghanistan. 

For these and other accomplishment, Oakley was also 
awarded the Department of  Army’s Distinguish Civilian Ser-
vice Medal in 2009, the highest civilian honor presented by 
the U S Army.

The Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine is the state’s highest 
honor presented by the Governor of  North Carolina to a cit-
izen of  the state for noteworthy achievements. As a member 
of  this Society, he joins, Rev. Billy Graham, Maya Angelou, 
Michael Jordan and General Hugh Shelton, among others.

it today and the jobs and beauty that was created. So, you 
see that change can be good for our town.

In summary, when you have commissioners who re-
fuse to look at the facts, including the economic impact, 
and wanting to ban STRs at the end of  2 or 3 years, that is 
a sad situation. And if  Ms. Patterson doesn’t realize that we 
are a tourist town I see no way she is qualified to make any 
decisions regarding what’s best for Highlands. 

With all of  this being said, and this debacle that has 
been created, Highlands is still a wonderful place to invest 
in. It’s a great place to live and a wonderful place to visit. 
With award-winning restaurants, boutique shopping, arts, 
plays, concerts, and natural beauty that surrounds us, it is 
still a treasure to be shared.

• Pat Allen is Broker-in-Charge of  AllenTate/PatAllenRe-
altyGroup located at 295 Dillard Road and can be reached at 828-
200-9179 or 828-526-8784. Julie Osborn is Broker-in-Charge at 
the second location, 5121 Cashiers Road at the entrance to Wildcat 
Cliffs Country Club and can be reached at 828-200-6165. Allen 
Tate Realtors is NUMBER ONE in sales in NC, SC, and the 
entire country for independent firms. 

...INVESTING continued from 
page 4



401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 7 
days a 
week

(closed Wed. 
for lunch)

11a-3:30p &
5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 nights for 
dinner 5:30-9p

40 Years of Fine Dining

IItt  wwaass  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  
ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu..

114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104

#1 REAL ESTATE 
FIRM
OONN  TTHHEE  PPLLAATTEEAAUU

$291 MILLION
SSAALLEESS  VVOOLLUUMMEE  22002211

276
TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS

$1M
AAVVEERRAAGGEE  SSAALLEE  PPRRIICCEE

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS


