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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Two MC 
rescue pups 
are learning 

to help 
disabled Vets
By Kristin Fox

Two local dogs have started 
on a unique journey to become 
two lucky people’s loyal best 
friends. Locally known as San-
tiago and Camilo, these two dogs 
were selected from the Macon 
County Animal Services to par-
ticipate in the K9s for Warriors  
Service Dogs for Disabled Veter-
ans training program for veterans 
with post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD).

Santiago and Camilo started 
their new adventure as transports 
from the MC shelter to the Hu-
mane Society of  Charlotte (HSC) 
and are now called Patronus and 
Lumos, were selected for the K9s 
for Warriors program – the first 
dogs to be rescued by HSC and 

Highlands Middle School Track Team from left are Roman Carnes, Blain 
Dendy, Stephen Pierson, Timmy McDowell, Isaac Wardwell, Tucker Wilson, 
and Elmer Hernandez. Highlands does not have a girls track team this year.

- Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Highlands MS track team 
placed 3rd at Tues. meet
Highlands Middle School 

boys track team competed in 
Rabun Gap on Tuesday and ended 
up placing third.

“I thought we did well es-
pecially after coming off  spring 
break,” said Highlands Coach 
Brett Lamb. 

Other schools competing 
include Summit, Rabun Gap Na-
coochee (1st-place), Tallulah Falls 
(2nd-place), and Carolina Day.

Highlands Timmy McDowell 
tied his personal record in the high 
jump at 5’1”.

MC BOC says they will 
stay in Fontana Library 
System, with conditions

Brittney Lofthouse
The April meeting of  the 

Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners lasted until midnight 
on Tuesday with 45 people signed 
up to address commissioners dur-
ing the public comment period. 

Due to the number of  peo-
ple signed up to speak, paired 
with the lengthy agenda, Macon 
County Commissioner Chairman 
Paul Higdon announced at the 
beginning of  the meeting that the 
public comment period would be 
limited to 45 minutes, with speak-
ers being allowed 5 minutes each 
to speak. 

At the end of  the 45 minutes, 
regardless of  how many people 
were afforded the opportunity to 
address the board, public com-
ment period ended and com-
missioners moved to take up the 
night’s agenda items. 

Commissioner Higdon ini-
tially said that anyone who had 

signed up to speak during public 
comment and were not able to, 
would be moved to next month’s 
board meeting and given an op-
portunity to speak then. However, 
Commissioner Josh Young made 
a motion to move the remaining 
public comment period to the end 
of  the agenda business items, and 
anyone who remained at the meet-
ing at the conclusion of  scheduled 
business could address the board 
then. Commissioners unanimously 
agreed with Commissioner Young. 

Between the two public com-
ment periods, dozens of  people 
addressed the board over a myri-
ad of  issues with the majority of  
comments revolving around the 
more than two-year long debate 
regarding the Macon County Pub-
lic Library. 

Last month, Commissioner 
Danny Antoine addressed com-
missioners and said after the li-

MC BOC ratifies motion to approve 
purchase of $1.3 million Franklin property

By Brittney Lofthouse
With the real estate market 

moving quickly in today’s time, the 
Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners entered into a contract 

to purchase an 11-acre tract of  
land in Franklin after a closed ses-
sion discussion. 

According to Macon County 
Commissioner Paul Higdon, the 

decision was made to move for-
ward with securing the contract 
without discussing the purchase 
in a public session or with public 
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I was at an inaugural Earth 
Day convocation 53 years 
ago this month, and it will 

be celebrated again this year on 
Saturday, April 22.

I had a little longer hair 
back in April 1970 and was 
probably sporting a set of  bell-
bottom blue jeans, which were 
the standard in those days. 
When I attended the convoca-
tion, I had both a concern for 
the environment and as well as 
myself, as I was also worried 
about a draft physical and that I 
was over my head on both accounts.

In spite of  my concern for myself  and 
my future, I still recall a statement I heard 
that day. The speaker recounted what he 
had read by Barry Commoner, who was an 
environmental scientist and writer of  that 
period. 

He likened this issue of  preserving the 
environment to an airplane in flight as if  it 
were the planet’s environment. He stated 
that passengers and pilots could remove a 
few rivets from the plane’s wings and fuse-
lage with no apparent impact on the plane’s 
performance. But eventually, removing too 

many rivets would fatally doom 
the plane’s flight. The point 
made was that we were remov-
ing natural rivets that held the 
ecosystem together without no-
ticing the immediate impact.

Climate change was not 
mentioned at that first Earth 
Day convocation; that environ-
mental problem would not be 
realized until some 30 years later. 
But we affluent Baby Boomers 
who took the pledge to save 
the planet that day in 1970 have 
some “explaining to do.” 

Our idealism back then did not translate 
into a societal commitment to preserving the 
environment once we took control. While 
some progress was made with the clean air 
and water legislation that followed in the 
early 70s, huge initiatives to address climate 
change — the overarching environmental is-
sue remains to be confronted.

The looming question for humanity is 
how many more environmental rivets are we 
willing to remove in the name of  progress? 

Undeterred by a lack global progress, 
local volunteers for the annual Highlands 
Plateau Cleanup will make a small contribu-
tion toward preserving and “re-riveting” the 
environment this Saturday, April 15.

Everyone will gather at Founders Park 
for a catered breakfast at 8:30. Afterward, 
volunteers will get their equipment, instruc-
tions, and assignments, and then together, 
we will collect trash on all the corridors and 
throughout the neighborhoods. The High-
lands Chamber of  Commerce and Visitors 
Center sponsors the pickup and coordinates 
the breakfast, work, and picnic lunch after-
ward. Please call (828) 526-2112 to volunteer.

Fortunately, we are making systemic 
progress here as the trash on the corridors 
is not as bad this year as in the past because 
our voiced concerns for the environment are 
making an impact on the community, and we 
have had a number of  volunteer groups and 
individuals coordinating pickups throughout 
the year. But this massive volunteer effort 
will help thoroughly clean the roadsides of  
the Plateau.

This trash sweep event is one “small 
rivet” we reposition — so to speak — each 

Saving the earth one step at a time
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Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount. 
*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sundays - Thursdays. Through April 30 & May 31, 2023. Excludes holidays. 

At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn  |  through April & May 2023

b o o k  t o d a y   |   c a l l  8 6 6 . 5 2 6 . 8 0 0 8

We Locals
Specials Through May

Old Edwards Inn
Stay at Old Edwards Stay at Old Edwards 

Inn from $195 per night Inn from $195 per night 
through April.through April.

Old Edwards Restaurants
Take 10% off your lunch check (food only)  Take 10% off your lunch check (food only)  

through April at Madison’s Restaurant,  through April at Madison’s Restaurant,  
Hummingbird Lounge, and The Wine Garden. Hummingbird Lounge, and The Wine Garden. 

(The Wine Garden opens for the season April 14, weather (The Wine Garden opens for the season April 14, weather 
permitting. Hummingbird Lounge serves lunch and dinner.) permitting. Hummingbird Lounge serves lunch and dinner.) 

Half-Mile Farm
Stay at Half-Mile Farm  Stay at Half-Mile Farm  

from $165 per night from $165 per night 
through April.through April.

The Spa at Old Edwards
Enjoy a $155 50-Minute Massage or Enjoy a $155 50-Minute Massage or 
Facial plus a complimentary glass Facial plus a complimentary glass 

of Champagne through May.of Champagne through May.
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Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022 

(HCBOR) 
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

16 ACRES with WATERFALL, STREAM , TROUT POND 
AND BARN (Horses Allowed)

191 N. Hollow, Cashiers 
In GlenCove - membership not required 

Offered for $3,999,999

...PUPS continued from page 1

the first ever from Macon County for the 
program.

HSC works with shelters and rescue or-
ganizations, such as the Macon County Ani-
mal Services, across the Southeast to pro-
cure dogs that fit into the K9s for Warriors 
program. Once selected for the program, 
the dogs are trained to become Service Dogs 
for military veterans suffering from PTSD, 
traumatic brain injury, and/or military sexual 
trauma.

“To be a Service Dog candidate, the 
dogs need to have a certain temperament 
and be a certain height and weight to be able 
to perform tasks for veterans in need,” said 
Dani Bozzini, Senior Public Relations Man-
ager for K9s for Warriors. “They need to be 
at least 22 inches tall (from the floor to the 
top of  the shoulders) and weigh at least 50 
pounds.”

“We test for sociability, trainability, con-
fidence and a willingness to work – and if  we 
see potential like we did with Patronus and 
Lumos, they get a second chance and come 
back to K9s for Warriors to start their new 
journey,” she added.

Determined to end veteran suicide, K9s 
for Warriors is the nation’s largest provider 
of  trained Service Dogs to military veterans 
suffering from PTSD and/or military sexual 
trauma. With most dogs coming from high-
kill rescue shelters, this innovative program 
allows the K9/Warrior team to build an un-
wavering bond that facilitates their collective 
healing and recovery.

This treatment method is backed by 
scientific research from Purdue University’s 
OHAIRE Lab, demonstrating Service Dogs’ 
ability to help mitigate Veteran’s symptoms 
of  PTSD while simultaneously restoring 
their confidence and independence.

Founded in 2011 as a 501 (c)(3) non-
profit organization, K9s for Warriors re-
mains committed to bringing widespread 
awareness to veterans’ mental health and 
contributing to policy-level reform. The or-
ganization’s facilities include: K9s for War-

riors National Headquarters and Davis 
Family Mega Kennel in Ponte Vedra, FL; 
Gold Family Campus in Alachua, FL; and 
the Petco Love K9 Center in San Antonio, 
TX.

Recently, long-time Carolina Panthers 
Head Coach and current Washington Com-
manders Head Coach Ron Rivera and his 
wife Stephanie joined HSC and K9s for 
Warriors to help get more service dogs in 
the hands of  veterans in need.

The Riveras donated $20,000 to go to-
ward HSC’s efforts to procure dogs eligible 
for K9s for Warriors’ Service Dog program. 
The couple recently visited HSC and got to 
meet Patronus and Lumos.

“K9s for Warriors simply would not 
exist without the support of  incredible peo-
ple like the Riveras,” said K9s for Warriors 
CEO Carl Cricco. “Their generous dona-
tion will enable us to save more dogs and 
get them in the hands of  veterans in need. 
Their commitment to veterans and rescue 
dogs allows us to save lives at both ends of  
the leash.”

Roughly 20 veterans die by suicide each 
day and with the help of  donations as well 
as the work of  animal shelters, K9s for War-
riors is determined to change that through 
the healing power of  highly trained Service 
Dogs. 

With the majority of  dogs coming 
from rescue shelters, the innovative pro-
gram allows the K9/veteran team to build 
an unwavering bond that facilitates their 
collective healing and recovery.

There are more than three million dogs 
in shelters in the United States, many of  
whom are euthanized because they are not 
adopted. Rescue centers, such as the Macon 
County Animal Services and HSC are com-
mitted to saving as many dogs and cats as 
possible through its partnerships with other 
agencies.

To learn more about K9s for Warriors 
and to support the nonprofit’s programs, 
visit www.k9sforwarriors.org.

Patronus and Lumos 
with their handlers 

in the K9s for 
Warriors program.
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HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB 
MLS# 101747 | $1,595,000
This contemporary home is located at the end of a cul de sac, offering 
complete privacy and an ample yard that’s perfect for kids and pets. The main level 
boasts an open, welcoming floor plan with a split bedroom design, and a kitchen 
that would satisfy the most passionate cook. The great room features 
hardwood floors, a stone fireplace, and clerestory windows. Additionally, two of 
the three bedrooms on the main level provide direct access to the deck. The lower 
level has a mother-in-law suite with a private bath and kitchenette, as well as a 
family room with another fireplace and a second deck. Offered partially furnished.

4
BR

3
BA

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730  |  MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045  
OHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 | BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN 
MLS# 101640 | $1,500,000

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

It’s easy to fall in love with this home, which is a combination of 100 years-old 
Highlands history and pleasing updates for today’s discerning buyer. 
Two bedrooms and two-and-a-half baths are on the main level, along with a 
loft for extra room. The living room has beautiful light and the well-equipped 
kitchen has everything you need. The newly renovated downstairs contains one 
bedroom and bath, additional sleeping quarters, a sitting room, and a breakfast 
bar. Fire pit in the back yard. The home comes mostly furnished, with a small list of 
exceptions. It can be used as a rental if rentals are 30 days or more.

BETTY HOLT
DIRECT: (828) 526-4218
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
BETTY@BHHSMMR.COM

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol 
are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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•Highlands Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9:30a-4p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for dinner 
beginning at 4 p.m.



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 3p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p
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•Obituaries•
Harry Mordecai Binkow, 68, of  Highlands, NC, passed away Saturday, April 1, 2023. 
Harry was born in Miami, FL, to the late Charles E. and Ruth Long Binkow. He was a previous judge at the American 

Kennel Club and loved all animals. 
Harry is survived by his brother, Phil Binkow (Nancy) of  Atlanta, GA, and sister, Amanda Wittenberg of  Bridgeton, 

MO. Numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins also survive. 
A celebration of  life will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of  flowers, memorials can be made to the Highlands-Cashiers Humane Society, 200 Gable Dr, Sapphire, NC 

28774.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of  the arrangements. 

Ellen Cathey Fagan, 69, of  Highlands 
and Asheville, NC passed away on April 3, 
2023 after a courageous battle with anaplastic 
thyroid cancer.

Ellen was born December 18, 1953 in 
Greenville, SC to the late Joseph Clifford Fa-
gan and Rose Greene Fagan. 

She is survived by her wife of  23 years, 
Joan Ellen Pedersen, her sister, Lauren Fagan 
Borders (Charles Borders), two nephews, 
Daniel Hilyer and Christopher Williams, two 
nieces Leah Pedersen Thomas and Caitlin 
Bowers, brothers-in-law, John Pedersen, 
Richard Pedersen and Robert Pedersen, and 
sister-in-law, Elizabeth Pedersen Bowers. 

In 2020 Ellen retired from the Ameri-
can Speech Language Association (ASHA) in 
Rockville, MD, where she most recently served as the Di-
rector of  Continuing Education (CE). A speech-language 
pathologist, Ellen joined ASHA in 1988 working in the CE 
division. She received an MS in speech language pathology 
from the University of  Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL and an 
EdD in Special Education (concentrator in augmentative 
communication and assistive technology) from Johns Hop-
kins University, Baltimore, MD. 

Prior to working at ASHA, Ellen was a clinical educa-

tor and assistant professor at the University 
of  South Carolina in Columbia, SC, and a 
speech-language pathologist in the public 
school system in South Carolina. She also 
had a private practice in Columbia and pro-
vided professional management services to 
the South Carolina Speech-Language-Hear-
ing Association. 

Ellen’s legacy extends to volunteer and 
professional service to the International As-
sociation of  Continuing Educational and 
Training (ACET) where she held multiple 
leadership roles including President and the 
American National Standard & Institute’s 
(ANSI) Certificate Program Accreditation 
Committee that she chaired for several years. 
Ellen was a natural facilitator and took the 

initiative to develop a Facilitates Training Program for staff  
in the ASHA National Office. Throughout her career she 
welcomed the privilege of  mentoring newcomers to the 
profession, so many of  whom have become lifelong friends. 

Ellen had a great affection for her mountain commu-
nity in Highlands where she served on the HOA Board at 
VZ Top. She loved bird watching, reading, photography, 
technology, movies, socializing with her wonderful neigh-
bors, nature walks, and relishing the beautiful mountain 
vistas, particularly the brilliant fall leaves. And we would be 
remiss not to mention her ultimate devotion to women’s 
March Madness where she kept her brackets close in hand 
even while ill. 

A lover of  theatre who volunteered at many a local 
productiond in her SC hometown, Ellen was delighted to 
have been “cast” in a bit part in the funeral cortege of  the 
2020 movie Hillbilly Elegy, filmed in northern Georgia. 
When the assistant director requested that she arrive early 
to the set to get fitted for a “frumpy outfit”, she laughed 
and said, “I already own one, I’ll just wear it.” 

Ellen also thoroughly enjoyed traveling abroad with 
Joan, always on the outlook for varied and engaging locales 
to explore, where she so appreciated learning about new 
cultures, customs, foods, people and history. 

There will be no public memorial. Online condolences 
can be expressed at https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/el-
lensstory. In lieu of  flowers, contributions can be made to 
the American Cancer Society. Mountain View Cremation & 
Funeral Care, Arden, NC assisted the family. 

Harry Mordecai Binkow

Ellen Cathey Fagan
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

TERESA SEAY  BROKER
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning
real estate experience?

Use an award-winning 
real estate expert.
Teresa ranks in the TOP 2%

of 55,000+ BHHS global network agents!

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at  Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

Time for Spring cleaning: Sell, keep or toss?

As real estate brokers, we are experi-
enced and trained to deal with land 
and the improvements thereon 

zaar Barn accepts donations: 
828.226.2588;

4. Good Will in Frank-
lin accepts donations: 
828.349.7494;

5. Fibber Magee’s in 
Highlands accepts clothing 
donations: 828.526.2599;

6. Victoria’s Closet in 
Cashiers accepts clothing on 
consignment: 828.743.9575;

7. Blue Elephant on 
the Dillard Road accepts 
furniture on consignment: 
828.526.9948;

8. Full House Gallery in 
Highlands accepts furniture on consignment: 
828.526.6004;

9. The Consignment Market in Ca-
shiers accepts furniture on consignment: 
828.507.3325;

10. Nearly New Furniture Consignment 
in Cashiers accepts furniture on consign-
ment: 828.743.4033.

May you truly enjoy the process of  shar-
ing items that become someone else’s trea-
sure as you lighten your load this Spring. We 
hope you and your loved ones had a blessed 
and joyous Easter! Thank you for your sup-
port and friendship.

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands/Cashiers 
Sotheby’s International Realty serving the Plateau for over 
twenty-two years as a top-producing firm with thirty-six 
brokers covering Highlands, Cashiers, Glenville and Lake 
Toxaway. The Sotheby’s International Realty brand is the 
finest network of  global real estate advisors in the world. 
Call them today to help you with your real estate needs at 
828.526.4104.

considered “real property.” As a residential 
real estate broker selling homes in this re-
sort community, another type of  property 

surfaces in most transactions: 
personal property. 

Personal property is de-
fined as: goods, chattels and 
other articles of  value. In oth-
er words, our “stuff ” that we 
purchase to fill our homes in-
cluding furniture, accessories, 
rugs, lamps, dishes, etc. Some 
of  my most tense negotiations 
have turned on whether “the 
plate on the wall” was includ-
ed in the deal. My advice in 
these situations to both buyers 
and sellers is to keep your eye 
on the prize - the house - and 
not to haggle over a replaceable item.

At this time of  the year, it is a perfect 
opportunity for all of  us, whether selling or 
not, to focus on our “stuff ” and possibly do 
a purging of  unused and unwanted items. 
I read a book recently titled: “Sell, Keep or 
Toss” which is a guide to dealing with per-
sonal property during life’s transitions such as 
downsizing to a smaller home or disposing 
of  the content of  an estate. This book found 
on Amazon serves as a guide to simplify the 
process.

In order to assist you in the process, here 
are several charitable organizations, thrift 
shops or consignment shops on The Plateau:

1. Mountain Findings Thrift Store 
accepts donations and will pick up: 
828.526.9429;

2. The Emergency Council accepts do-
nations: 828.526.4357;

3. Church of  the Good Shepherd Ba-

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work
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UNR I VA L ED

101 Cottonwood Court
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $850,000 | MLS #101783 

Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828-507-3156

180 Round Hill Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $549,900 | MLS #101738 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas
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purchase tickets

  Mike 
Kinnebrew

with

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

at THE FARM   

It’s time to spring clean our community!
And we need a little help from our friends.

We’ll begin at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
Pine Street, Highlands.

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
Participants receive a free t-shirt.

Plateau Pickup
Join us!
April 15

8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
 

This event is hosted by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands.

 For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841
visithighlandsnc.com

To participate, send an email to
events@highlandschamber.org

brary limited public input during a meeting, 
he was “100% in support” of  ending the 
agreement with the Fontana Regional System 
saying he believed other commissioners were 
agreeable to leaving the regional system, too. 
However, they needed time to iron out the 
details as to how to make that happen. Dur-
ing Tuesday night’s meeting, Commissioner 
Antoine clarified that as an individual he sup-
ported leaving the library, however he was 
not speaking on behalf  of  the entire board 
of  commissioners. 

At the beginning of  the meeting, Com-
missioner Higdon announced that before 
the board adjourned, the commissioners 
would be releasing a joint public statement 
regarding their current stance on the library. 
Although the statement was prepared and 
ready at the beginning of  the commissioners 
meeting when nearly 200 people were in at-
tendance, Commissioner Higdon elected not 
to share the public statement until close to 
midnight after the board met during closed 
session. 

The statement read following the closed 
session discussion stated, “The Fontana 
Regional Library Agreement entered into 
in 2013 requires that the three participating 
counties, Jackson, Macon, and Swain revisit 
the structure of  the FRL every 10 years. In 
compliance with that agreement, the three 

managers met on Thursday, April 6, and 
discussed what was working and what 
needed improvement. It was unanimously 
agreed that the Regional Agreement is ben-
eficial to all three counties and their citizens, 
but improvement is needed in the areas of  
parental empowerment and governance of  
the FRL system.”

According to the statement, Higdon 
said that while Macon County will remain in 
the Regional Library System, they are work-
ing with the other counties to look into: 

1. Provisions which will give parents 
greater ability to set restrictions over what 
materials their minor children may check 
out while still remaining in compliance with 
the law and;

2. The structure and authority of  the 
respective local county library boards and 
the Regional board.

“Because the structure of  each of  the 
libraries affected is different, this will take 
a little time to enable each county to evalu-
ate the structure that it has in place,” read 
the prepared statement from the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners. “The 
hope is that we will be able to present these 
proposed revisions to the local agreement 
to the three Commissioner Boards by mid- 
to late-August.”

...LIBRARY continued from page 1
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What does mean to you?

134 Maple St. Highlands, NC 28741
 @mountainlifeproperties

Let us find your dream home so
you can live your mountain life.

MountainLifeRE.com
828-482-2800

L E T ' S  K E E P  I N  T O U C H !
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April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

Spring Home Improvement 2023

Cardinal CleanersCardinal Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960

45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers
828-743-9100

Bring this ad with your first 
order of  dry cleaning 
and/or laundry to our 
Cashiers location and 

receive a 
20% discount 

on that order and 
all future orders!

45 Slabtown 
Road, 

Unit B-3 (next 
to Slabtown 

Pizza

We look forward to serving you!

The Essential Guide to Spring Home Improvement
By Manasa Reddigari 
BobVila.com.

Whatever household features you need to refresh, re-
pair, or replace this season, one company can help you get 
the job done efficiently and affordably!

Spring brings blooming flowers and budding trees, 
but it also brings a long list of  home improvement chores 
that accumulated over the winter. Now is the time to tackle 
cleaning projects, exterior maintenance, and routine HVAC 
checkups in preparation for the sweltering months ahead. 

CLEANING
Don’t consider your spring cleaning done and dusted 

until you have attended to hardworking surfaces and fix-
tures both indoors and out. Deep cleaning the oft-neglected 
— but vital — elements of  your home like window sashes, 
exterior siding, and bathroom fixtures not only preserves, 
but also prolongs the life of  these features.

• Wash windows: Giving windows a thorough clean-
ing requires more than polishing the panes. Inspect your 
windowsills, jambs, and sashes once a year for rot and 

mold, and replace the windows or casings as necessary. If  
your windows have seen better days, consider replacement 
windows, which can really boost curb appeal. As well, new 
window insulation technology affords more comfortable 
indoor temperatures, keeping warm air out in the summer 
and inside during the winter. And remember that even new-
er windows have to be maintained, and this task takes con-
scientious effort. To save time and elbow grease, consider 
purchasing no- or low-maintenance windows. Moisture-
resistant vinyl windows, are a good bet. Because the frame 
is made of  vinyl instead of  wood, there’s no need for paint 
and the frame is not prone to rot. Plus, easy-to-access tilt-in 
sashes make cleaning the exterior panes a breeze.

• Hose down exterior siding: A fresh-faced house be-
gins with clean siding. No matter what kind of  siding you 
have—wood, brick, or vinyl—you can start by giving your 
home exterior a quick hose-down. To banish destructive 
mold, mildew, and discoloration, however, you may need 
to employ an effective cleanser and a bit of  elbow grease. 
For wood siding, use mild soap and water, then scrub with 
a gentle brush to remove spots and stains. If  your home has 
brick siding, try a mixture of  bleach and water to eliminate 
mold or mildew. And if  you’re looking for the lowest-main-
tenance siding material, consider vinyl. No matter what 

kind of  siding you have, make sure you put a good cleaning 
toward the top of  your springtime to-do list. Sparkling sid-
ing boosts curb appeal and keeps your admiring neighbors 
happy.

• Give faucets and sinks a facelift: Over recent years, 
numerous sink and faucet design trends have emerged, 
including deep basin sinks and faucets with detachable 
sprayers. But one trend has never been in vogue—mold 
and mildew-lined faucets and sinks. If  your kitchen or 
bathroom sinks are less than fresh, clean them with a non-
damaging solution like vinegar, lemons, or mild detergent. 
While a good cleaning can solve many sink problems, some 
issues—such as chipped enamel or stubborn rust stains—
might call for a full replacement.

HOME EXTERIOR CARE
If  Old Man Winter pummeled your home with snow-

storms, deep freezes, and fallen trees last season, it may 
now have the damaged roof, gutters, doors, and walkways 
to prove it. Inspect exterior features for damage or defor-
mity, replacing or refreshing them so they can continue 
doing the work they were designed to do, protecting your 
home from wind, rain, and other dangers.       

• Check the roof  and gutters: If, during your spring 
roof  inspection, you observe broken, buckling, or missing 
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Atlanta •  Highlands •  Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath •  Furnishings  

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 29 
Years!

Colorful Perennials

Assorted Pottery

Colorful Annuals

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com • Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Home Improvement 2023
shingles, you should either repair or replace the damaged 
sections to keep water and pests from entering your home. 
Likewise, replace cracked or sagging gutters so that water 
channels away from the foundation, where it can lead to 
flooded basements or worse. 

• Update the front door, or more: A weatherworn en-
try door that bears no other signs of  distress, such as cracks, 
dents, or a sagging frame, may just need a fresh coat of  
paint. In fact, paint can be a great solution for a tired ex-
terior. If  your whole house could benefit from an updated 
paint job, begin by choosing a paint color and prepping the 
exterior surfaces. Hose off  dirt, scrape flaking paint, and 
caulk cracks and gaps before you get started to make your 
new paint job last longer. 

• Replace chipped walkways or patios: Winter weather 
is hard on concrete walkways and patios. Fluctuations in 
temperature—repeated freezing and thawing—can cause 
these hard surfaces to crack and chip. Spring is the perfect 
time to repair this damage. First, purchase a concrete repair 
mix from your local home center. Once you’ve gathered the 
necessary tools and materials, use a chisel and hammer to 
chip away loose pieces of  concrete, then rinse the area be-
fore applying the repair compound with a putty knife. Pick 
a rain-free weekend for the fix to allow the patch enough 
time to set.

HVAC
Soaring temperatures will be here before you know it, 

and by then it will be too late to perform preventive main-
tenance on your HVAC system. Now is the time to inspect 
your HVAC units and prepare them to handle the blister-
ing summer. So, eyeball your air conditioner, attic fan, and 
ductwork for signs of  trouble, replacing them if  needed to 
ensure that fresh, cool air circulates throughout your home 
no matter how hot it gets outside.

• Inspect the air conditioner: Power on your AC unit to 
make sure it’s still providing clean, cool air to your home. If  
yours isn’t quite cutting it anymore — if  you have to endure 
poor indoor air quality, excessive noise, or uneven cooling 
— it’s time to consider repairing or replacing it. Before you 
opt for a repair, take the unit’s age into account; repairing an 

older model may not be worth it.
• Test the attic fan: An attic fan keeps your home cool 

and your energy bills low. The downside of  a whole-house 
fan, however, is that the fan motor frequently burns out. 
Test your attic fan motor by switching it on. Replace it if  it 
won’t run—most new motors cost between $50 and $100 
and take little effort to replace. If  you have an older model, 
though, consider the benefits of  replacing the whole fan 
rather than just the motor. Newer fans boast greater energy 
efficiency, resulting in lower utility bills.

• Check ductwork for efficiency: Ducts that channel 
air from the HVAC system to your home’s interior spaces 
can cause airborne annoyances in the home, causing poor 
indoor air quality. 
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Trusted Protection During Unpredictable Weather
The frequency in severe weather has led to an increase in power outages. More than ever, 
you need to be prepared. Think about it, without power, you will have no lights, heating or 
cooling, or refrigeration. You can’t even charge your cell phone. But when you have a  
Generac home standby generator, you will have power when you need it the most. 

Call or go online today for more information

7441 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain, North Carolina 28775-9323 

Allan Dearth and Sons 
Sales 
Service 
Website 

(828) 526-9325
(828) 526-9325

https://adsemergencypower.com/ 

Spring Home Improvement 2023
Now is the Time to Prep Your Lawn and Garden 

for Warm Weather
(StatePoint) It may feel like warm 

weather is still a way’s off, but you should 
already be getting your lawn and garden 
spring-ready, according to experts.

“One thing I don’t think people real-
ize is that to get your grass, shrubs and 
other plants looking good in the spring…
all that preparation starts right now,” says 
Major League Fishing bass pro, Brian Lat-
imer, or “Blat” as he is known by fans.

To help homeowners prep for 
spring, Latimer has partnered with lawn 
care equipment manufacturer, Exmark, to 
offer his four, go-to tips:

1. Pull Those Weeds. 
According to Latimer, the most im-

portant step in prepping your lawn and 
garden for spring is weeding. “I have a 
zero-tolerance policy when it comes to 
weeds,” he says. “Watch those sneaky 
weeds growing in your shrubs and ground 
covers, because those are going to be the 
first ones that show their heads in the 
spring.”

While weeding isn’t the most fun you 
can have in your yard, it’s worth the ef-
fort. Latimer also recommends putting a 
pre-emergent out now while cool-season 

weeds germinate. This is especially impor-
tant if  you have warm-season grass. While 
you can use pre-emergent on your planting 
beds as well, he recommends hand-pulling 
them if  you can.

2. Tidy up with Selective. 
Pruning. Pruning will make your 

shrubs look nice and tidy, however Latimer 
recommends being careful in your efforts, 
avoiding plants that are budding. Pruning 
buds will keep your flowers from being as 
prolific in the springtime. You can check 
for buds by combing your hands through 
the foliage.

3. Get Rid of  Pests. 
Certain spring pests should be treated 

for in the colder months. Latimer is es-
pecially wary of  fire ants, as they’re one 
of  the most active lawn pests in spring. 
Treating them early will minimize their 
activity and mitigate potential problems 
they cause when the weather warms up. “I 
can promise you they are going to be ev-
erywhere in warm weather, so treat them 
now,” he says.

4. Get Those Leaves up. 
Latimer knows that leaf  blowing or 

raking is time-consuming, but he says that 
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ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �­
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

Home Improvement
getting fallen leaves off  the ground is es-
sential. Not only are leaves on your lawn 
an eyesore, but they can also keep a lot of  
excess moisture from winter rain, snow 
and ice stuck in your soil. This creates the 
potential for root rot, active pests and ger-
minating weeds.

Latimer offers more insights in “4 
Tips to Prep Your Backyard for Spring,” 
a recent video from Exmark. To watch the 

video, visit Backyard Life, which is part of  a 
unique multimedia destination with a focus 
on helping homeowners make the most of  
outdoor spaces. There you can also down-
load additional tips and view other Exmark 
videos.

There’s no time like the present to plan 
for the future. With these great tips in mind, 
it’s time to brave the brisk weather and get 
your lawn and garden prepped for spring.

Let Us Help You 
Freshen Up Your 

Home Decor 
this Spring!

STOREWIDE SALE! 
HIGHLANDS STORE 

Let us help you make your house ... your home. 

" ACP HOME INTERIORS "
1990 Dillard Road Highlands, NC 28741 

828-526-4500

Follow ACP Highlands on Facebook and Instagram for Specials 
OPENTOTHEPUBLIC! SINCE 1983. 

www.acphomeinterion.com I) �---

Open Thurs.-Sat., 12-4p
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THE POOL IS OPEN
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 

3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. 
Adult Swim: Mon.-Wed. 11a-3:30p 
and Thurs. and Fri., 11a-2p. Lap 
Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-9:45a and Sat. 
10-11a. Water Aerobics: Mon.-Fri. 
10-11a. 828-526-1595.

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat, 
& Sun

• Alcoholics Anonymous: 
“Open Meetings” are for any-

one who thinks they may have a 
drinking problem or for anyone 
interested in the A.A. program 
of recovery. Highlands Mountain 
View Group holds open meet-
ings in Highlands at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 471 Main 
St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and 
Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
The Cashiers Valley Group holds 
open meetings at the Albert 
Carlton Cashiers Community Li-
brary Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and 
Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 
9 AM. A ZOOM meeting is avail-
able Wednesday at 7PM (ID# 921 
817 2966, password CVG2020). 
For more information, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak 
with a member of AA 24/7 at 828-
349-4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded 
in the 1800s that provides grants 
and loans to women with finan-
cial need who want to return to 
school or further their education 
meets at 10 a.m. More meeting 
places call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands fraom 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still un-
comfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or 
third Tuesday of each month at 
3pm. Members receive weekly 
notification regarding when and 
how the group will assemble. For 

more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10-11am. Contact the Recre-

ation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome 
so come out and enjoy a game of 
Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 
6:45-7:45. For more information, 
call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay 

Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information

First Wednesdays
Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is hosting an 
educational series on adult mental 
health, at 11:00 AM. This series is 
aimed particularly at older adults 
and will focus on mental health 

issues of particular interest to 
them. The February 1 program 
is PTSD: Healing the Emotional 
Wound. 

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in High-
lands from 5:30-6:30pm. No reg-
istration required – just show up 
and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 
828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix of 
martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft 
activities.For more information 
about any of these summer ac-
tivities, contact Hudson Library 
at 828-526-3031.

3rd Fridays
• At the Rec Park, Senior 

Lunches noon in the meeting 
room. For any other information 
call Lester Norris or Maxine Ra-
mey at 828-526-3556.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club meets in 
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 
a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/909 
Chapel. We serve breakfast 

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

•Highlands Area Events •

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

We are taking a little time off after an awesome 2022 ... 
thanks to you, our customers! We will be closed through 

mid-April when we will reopen. See you then!
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• See EVENTS page 22

Sexy fitted tops Sexy fitted tops 
with sleeves at with sleeves at 
Diva’s on Main.Diva’s on Main.

•Highlands Area Events •
at 9am and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10amWe invite ALL 
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660.

Through May 31
• The Fontana Regional Li-

brary system, including Hudson 
Library in Highlands, is starting an 
Active Audio Challenge that will 
run from March 1st through May 
31st. Participants who listen to 25 
hours of audiobooks, while being 
active, will receive a prize. To reg-
ister for the Challenge, come by 
Hudson Library and pick up the 
logbook used to record entries. 
For more information or to re-
quest an accommodation, please 
call the library at 828-526-3031. 

Fri., March 31 
• Community Coffee with 

the Mayor at Hudson Library at 
11a in the Hudson Library Meet-
ing Room. Mayor Taylor will dis-
cuss Highlands Budget Priorities 
for this coming Year

Wed. & Sat. in April
• Spring is in the air! The 

Highlands Botanical Garden is 
waking up, and with it, an abun-
dance of wildflowers is begin-
ning to display. Join the Highlands 
Nature Center for an easy stroll 
through the Botanical Garden 
each Wednesday & Saturday this 
April between 4 and 5 PM to 
explore what spring ephemerals 
are blooming. These programs 
are free and open to the public, 
no registration is necessary. For 
more information, visit highlands-
biological.org. The Highlands Na-
ture Center & Botanical Garden 
is part of the Highlands Biological 
Station, a multi-campus center of 
Western Carolina University.

April 13
• NHC’s own, Víctor Treutel 

gives us poignant insights about 
his newly released book, When 
the Dogwoods Bloom at 6pm, in 
the Macon County Library, on 149 
Siler Farm Rd, in Franklin While 
on a local photography shoot, he 
discovered the story of Tsali who 
was born in the Smokies in the 
late 1700s. Tsali saved the Chero-
kee Nation. Victor retraced Tsali’s 
life as much as possible and then 
fictionalized the details in the 
writing of this historical fiction 

novel that will invoke laughter, 
tears, and possibly, change your 
life. This free program is co-spon-
sored by the Macon Co. Library, 
NHC and FATCC. Come learn, 
get inspired and win the free raf-
fle! https://fontanalib.org/events/
walking-spring-victor-treutel

Sat., April 15
• Plateau Pickup 8:30 a.m. 

- 12 p.m. Volunteers will begin 
at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park on Pine Street, where they 
will receive their geographic as-
signment. Groups, individuals, 
and families are welcome! A light 
breakfast and lunch will be pro-
vided, and participants will re-
ceive a free t-shirt. Volunteers will 
also receive gloves, pick up tools, 
safety vests and garbage bags. The 
project includes parts of U.S. 64, 
N.C. 28, N.C. 106 and streets in 
downtown. To participate, send an 
email to events@highlandscham-
ber.org or call 828-526-2112. 

• Workday on the Highlands 
Greenway meet at the REC Park 
back parking lot at 9am and will 
finish at noon when we will go 
to lunch at 4118.  We will be on 
installing new signage.  Come 
join the effort.  Please bring your 
gloves. Please let Jim Chance 
know if you plan to attend so we 
can plan accordingly. jamesallen-
chance@gmail.com

• The Macon County Demo-
cratic Party will hold its annual 
convention on Saturday at noon 
at the Robert C. Carpenter Build-
ing located at 1288 Georgia Road 
in Franklin. The guest speaker will 
be Canyon Woodward, a native of 
Macon County and an author, po-
litical strategist and legendary trail 
runner. All persons registered to 
vote in Macon County as a Dem-
ocrat or unaffiliated are welcome 
to attend this convention. Please 
call 421-2791 should you have any 
questions.

Thurs., April 20
• Macon County Democratic 

Women lead the charge to save 
our planet for future generations 
again this year by hosting a com-
munity Potato Supper at Car-
penter Community Center, 1288 
Georgia Road, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Eat in or take out a baked 
potato, your choice of toppings, a 

dessert and a drink for $12. Cost 
for children 12 and under is just 
$6. Tickets may be purchased from 
members of Democratic Women 
of Macon County or by leaving a 
message at (678) 357-7718 to pick 
up tickets at the supper.

• OEI’s Orchard Serioes. 6 - 8 
pm. The sessions kick off Thursday 
with the return of Atlanta native 
Mike Kinnebrew. The Orchard 
Sessions are held at The Farm at 
Old Edwards at 336 Arnold Road 
in Highlands. Tickets are $40. Book 
Online: https://www.simpletix.
com/e/mike-kinnebrew-orchard-
sessions-at-the-far-tickets-124433 

Friday April 21 
• Community Coffee with 

the Mayor at Hudson Libraryat 11 
AM in the Hudson Library Meet-
ing Room for Community Coffee 
with the Mayor. Mayor Patrick Tay-
lor will recognize Dr. Gary Wien, 
the retiring Executive Director of 
the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust. 
The topic will be:  A Dialogue with 
Dr. Gary Wien:  Highlands Future 
for Conservation and Land Man-

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•Spiritually Speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 27

Fr. Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains 
Catholic Church

In 2017, I made my annual retreat at a monastery in 
Flavigny, France, where in the cloister (inner court-
yard) stood a large crucifix bearing an inscription at 

its foot reading “crux stat dum volvitur orbis,” meaning: 
“the cross stands while the world turns.”

This phrase, while actually the motto of another 
monastic order, the Carthusians, perfectly reflects mo-
nastic life and, in a broader context, Christian life in 
general. 

While the world seems to progress into each se-
quential century and offering novelties and changes, the 
faith survives and remains…or stands. 

With each new century, epoch, or revolution, ful-
fillment seems to be just beyond the horizon, yet it 
never comes. Only the Faith, for those who have eyes 
to see, stands to quench our deepest thirsts.

This world-turning process definitely is true today 
and, if anything, the world seems to be turning faster 
and faster. Consider someone born in 1890 and died 
in 1970…a normal lifespan of 80 years. They came into 
the world traveling on horses and buggies and depart-
ed the world watching men traveling to the moon. 

The current informational revolution, as impactful 
as its industrial predecessor, provides instant commu-
nication across time zones and the entire world, thus 
making the world now turn even faster. 

The last few years, the dizzying events of a pan-
demic, war, and economic uncertainty have made more 
governmental acknowledgements of the JFK assassi-
nation and UFO encounters not even above-the-fold 
stories. 

And now we stare into a coming artificial intel-
ligence abyss in which we will soon be fully immersed. 
In other words, unless you are the eternal optimist, the 
world seems to be whirling and teetering just prior to 
being unhinged from its axis and sent flying.

Yet, the cross stands. It has been standing for two 
millennia. It watched empires and revolutions and all 
their promises and sense of inevitability come and go. 
Despite the march of secularism especially in cities, Je-
rusalem is still filled to the brim with those seeking to 
know and serve God. Despite church scandals and the 
jeering of secular crowds, people are still being called 
to Christ and even to the seminary, which is now burst-
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•Fire Reports•
The Highlands Fire & 

Rescue log from March 30.

April 4
• At 2:31 p.m., the dept. 

responded to a fire alarm at 
a residence on Horse Cove 
Road.

• At 8:17 p.m., the dept. 
provided mutual aid to the 
Cashier Fire Dept.

• At 9:10 p.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Persimmon Lodge 
Road.

April 6

• At 4:04 p.m., the dept. 
was first-responders at a 
residence on Cypress Lane.

April 7
• At 11:50 p.m., the dept. 

was first-responders to a 
residence on Flat Mountain 
Road.

April 8
• At 4:19 p.m., the dept. 

responded to a motor ve-
hicle accident on US 64 west.

At 10:06 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a motor vehi-
cle accident on NC 28 south.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18

...TRACK continued from page 1

ing in numbers. Why? Because 
the cross still stands but stands 
empty. The Man once affixed to 
it on an April day 1,990 years 
ago died, was removed, and 
buried. 

But then He rose. This one 
simple fact changes the entire 
world and how we understand 
it. Our entire faith rests on this 
one historical fact. 

As St. Paul said, “if Christ 
has not been raised…your 
faith is void” (1 Cor 15:14). 

To that end, it does not matter 
how fast the world turns, for 
ultimately it spins on the axis 
of the cross and is governed 
by the God who created it and 
set it in motion. The cross still 
stands because the incarnate 
God chose it as His instrument 
of torture and redemption.

We must let the historical 
fact of the resurrection settle 
in our bones and thus unsettle 
our spiritual complacency or 
reliance on the world. 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Jesus of Nazareth is God in 
the flesh. Period. The historical 
fact of the resurrection bears 
witness to the historical fact 
of our Faith. We should there-
fore not let this Easter season 
pass by as so many others…as 
a mere excuse to wear pastels. 
Allow the fact of the resurrec-
tion to stand, along with the 
cross, in the center of your 
heart, and let the world outside 
turn. 

spring. Efforts by volunteers en-
sure that large amounts of  plas-
tics, metals, and other trash will 
not end up in our critical water-
shed areas.

As we approach this next 
Earth Day, the big challenges 
remain as to how to implement 
green energy initiatives, such as 
conversion to electric vehicles 
and the generation of  carbon-
free energy. We must address 
these challenges not just to save 
the earth but rather to save our-

selves as a species. 
This beautiful Highlands’ 

mountain plateau lies in the cross-
hairs of  these decisions about the 
environment, conservation, and 
sustainability. How much do we 
develop? How much population 
density is acceptable? What level 
of  opulent living can we embrace 
without removing more ecological 
rivets?

There’s a generation of  young 
people out there in our educational 

institutions that are ready for en-
vironmental change and justice. I 
hope they do better than my gen-
eration did.

At the community coffee on 
Friday, April 21, the day before 
Earth Day, we will recognize Dr. 
Gary Wien, the retiring Executive 
Director of  the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust. The conversa-
tion will continue about how do 
we conserve this unique mountain 
environment and land.

...MAYOR continued from page 2

On his last attempt, Mc-
Dowell went for the Highlands 
Middle School record of  5’3” set 
by Isaiah Vilardo last year.

McDowell almost cleared 

the bar, but clipped it at the last 
second.

Highlands next competes in 
the Tri-State Championship at 10 
a.m. at Rabun Gap on April 22.

...PROPERTY continued from page 1
input due to how competitive the 
real estate market is currently and 
to be able to gain access to the 
property for engineers to look 
at the property to determine if  it 
was even useful to the county. 

Because the board of  com-
missioners had already entered 
into the contract prior to a public 
vote, during the April Board of  
Commissioners meeting, Com-
missioner Josh Young made a 
motion to ratify the board’s vote 
— which procedurally meant 
the board re-emphasized or an-
nounced the action that was tak-
en during closed session — dur-
ing an open meeting. 

Known locally as the Hig-
don Estates, the property locat-
ed at 195 Way Street in Frank-
lin, across from Franklin High 
School, boasts 11 acres and the 
building sitting on the property is 
described as an estate consisting 
of  a 4-bedroom Georgian-style 
main house, a 2-bedroom car-

riage house, and a large multipur-
pose barn. The property is located 
on rolling pasture lands and is lo-
cated in Franklin’s Neighborhood 
mixed-use zone.  

Although the property has 
been vacant for a decade, Higdon 
said there was another buyer inter-
ested in the property, which is why 
commissioners moved quickly to 
get it under contract. In the event 
the county decides not to purchase 
the property, the county would be 
out $10,000 in earnest money. 

“Essentially we are paying 
$10,000 to take it off  the market 
for 90 days while we look at it and 
decide if  we want to move forward 
with it,” Commissioner Higdon 
said Tuesday night. 

After voting to deem a coun-
ty-owned parcel of  land on Bethel 
Church as surplus property, allow-
ing it to be sold, Higdon noted that 
“the county isn’t in and shouldn’t 
be in the real estate business” 
which is why they sold the tract 

on Bethel Church Rd. However, 
immediately after that, Commis-
sioner Higdon stated that although 
the county does not have a current 
plan or use for the Higdon Estates 
Property, it was a good business 
move for the county to purchase 
the property and hold on to it for 
potential future needs. 

Commissioners Gary Shields 
and Danny Antoine offered their 
support for the purchase of  the 
property with the idea that because 
of  the close proximity to Franklin 
High School, the property would 
be good to incorporate into the 
ongoing Franklin High School 
new construction build. 

While commissioners ex-
pressed interest in the property 
being part of  the existing project, 
they also said in the event that en-
gineers did not think it should be 
included in Phase 2 of  the project, 
the property could be beneficial 
for future use in some other capac-

• See PROPERTY page 22
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137
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•Classifieds•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.
• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
Text or Call:

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Resort. 

A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more informa-
tion. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC AND 1.17 
AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close in with easy walk to 
Highlands and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved roads, sewer 
permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each;  contact SFviewlots@
gmail.com

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN CAR. Excellent 
condition. Call 828-371-2579 for details. (st. 11/3) 

FOR LEASE
FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR RENT, 

$3,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and access. New Ren-
ovation, AC, Long term 3-6 mo, Couple preferred, off Rt 107, 10 
min to Cashiers, private lane, avail Spring thru Fall, flexible. Call 
267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COT-
TAGE AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy ac-
cess from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or sea-

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee 
at 404-307-1415.
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•Classifieds•

F R I D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y  
1 0 A M - 2 P M

A L L  P R O C E E D S  G O  T O  O U T R E A C H

 S P R I N G  C L E A R A N C E !

NOW
 W

ITH 

2  LOCATIONS!  

94 US HWY 64W    |    1846 HWY 107N
828-226-2588

sonal rental between Highlands and 
Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at 770-
757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@
aol.com (st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
MASSAGE THERAPIST/ 

ESTETICIAN wanted at Taylor 
Spa. Full- or Part-Time.  Contact 
Sharon at 828-526-4192. (st. 3/16)

HOTWIRE COMUNICA-
TIONS IS HIRING! LOCAL 
Highlands opportunities. FULL-
TIME, year-round, customer facing, 
Field Service Technicians & Fiber 
Splicer jobs available. Excellent pay 
& benefits. Forward your resume to 
samantha.baker@hotwirecommu-
nication.com. (st. 9/15)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, Small 
Assisted Living Facility currently hir-
ing CNAs and Dietary Staff. Flexible 
Schedule, Competitive Pay, Great 
Atmosphere. Call 828-526-5251 
or email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
CAREGIVERS ALL SKILL 

LEVELS, certified and non certi-
fied, wage $15-$20 apply at http://
www.MyChoiceHome.Care  (5/4)

ABOVE AND BEYOND 

CLEANING – Fully insured. Serving 
Franklin & Highlands. Call Debi Roland 
or Robin Spivey at 828-371-8367 or 
828-371-2408. Seeking new clients! 
(st. 3/16)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, En-
trance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & 
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 
or Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Contruc-
tion – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. In-
sured. 828-200-4071. (6/29) 

N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 
M OV E D  O R  A N Y T H I N G 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call 
or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208.

agement. 
Sat., April 22
• Nature Center’s Earth Day 

Extravaganza on April 22 from 12 
to 3p.! Grab your family and get 
ready to explore and appreciate 
the natural world with a scavenger 
hunt that will have you searching 
high and low for Earth’s treasures 
in the Highlands Botanical Garden. 
Then, tap into your creative side 
with nature art and DIY crafts that 
will inspire you to use recycled 
materials to make beautiful, eco-
friendly creations.

Fri.-Sun, April 28-30
• Bear Shadow Music Festi-

val, a weekend of celebration that 
highlights world-class music acts 
and outdoor experiences as we 
emerge from winter’s hiberna-
tion. Brought to you by Highlands 
Festivals, Inc., the 3-day festival is 
at Winfield Farm. Bear Shadow 
is a sister event of the bespoke 
Highlands Food & Wine Festival. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit bearshadownc.com or email 
info@bearshadownc.com.

Sat., April 29
• Macon County Academic 

Foundation Auction at South Ma-
con Elementary at 11 a.m.,

Fri. - Sun., May 5 - 7
• At Half-Mile Farm, live fire 

cooking with Old Edwards Ex-
ecutive Chef Chris Huerta & 
Half-Mile Farm Chef Jason Tardo 
featuring locally grown Providence 
Farmstead protein. Social Hour 
Friday and Saturday evenings from 
5-6 pm with complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and live music from 5-8 
pm. Craft beverages also are avail-
able from the J. Henry Farmhouse 
Tavern.Book Online: https://www.
oldedwardshospitality.com/half-
mile-farm#/booking/step-1 

Fri- Sat. May 5-6
• There is a Cowee Val-

ley Quilt & Fiber Celebration at 
Cowee School Arts & Heritage 
Center from 10a to 4p. There will 
be workshops, demonstrations, 
kids activities, vendors, a fashion 
show and more. To register for 
workshops and find more info go 
to www.coweeschool.org

Sat., May 6
• Join us in a cozy, Appala-

chian tavern for an intimate per-
formance with one of country 

•Events•

ity by the county. 
As it stands, the Franklin High 

School Project, which entails con-
structing an entirely new facility on 
the existing campus, has a price tag 
of  $110 million. While that pro-
cess continues to move forward, 
commissioners have yet to secure 
funding for it and according to the 
county’s financial advisors, a tax in-
crease is essentially unavoidable in 
order to complete the project. 

Macon County Board of  
Education members Hilary Wilkes 
and Stephanie Laseter addressed 
commissioners during the meet-
ing and said while they support any 
investment the county is willing to 
make into the school system, they 
were not comfortable providing 
input from the board as a whole, 
because they had not been made 
previously aware of  the county’s 
desire to purchase that property 
nor had they had any discussion as 
a board to that effect. 

Wilkes, who represents the 
Highlands District, expressed 
frustration of  being asked by the 
county to prioritize capitol needs 
of  the school system — none of  
which included spending $1.3 mil-
lion to purchase that property, but 
did include comparable funding 
for the renovation of  Highlands 
School to include PreK class-
rooms— and yet commissioners 
ignored the board’s priority list 
and instead decided to purchase 
property without consulting the 
school board and for an intended 
use also not discussed with the 
school board. 

School board members were 
confused as to why commis-
sioners cited the lack of  funding 
for the Highlands Project as the 
reason for stopping the project, 
with Commissioner Higdon turn-
ing around the very next month 
and specifically mentioning the 
county’s large and excessive fund 

balance as being the very reason 
to spend $1.3 million to purchase 
a property for “future use” even 
without an intended use or func-
tion. 

With the Highlands Project 
being estimated to cost around 
the same as the purchase of  the 
Wayah Street property, the ques-
tion was raised as to why the 
county was willing to use the fund 
balance to justify the purchase of  
a property never before discussed 
in Franklin, but weren’t willing to 
use the fund balance to complete 
the Highlands renovation project 
that citizens have been advocating 
for, for more than a year. 

Commissioners unanimously 
voted to ratify the motion to pur-
chase the property and also voted 
to move $1,350,000 from the 
county’s general fund balance to 
pay for the property in the event 
the county moves forward with 
closing on the property. 

...PROPERTY continued from page 19

music’s most respected artists, 
Charlie Worsham at The Ruffed 
Grouse Tavern at Highlander 
Mountain House, 270 Main Street. 
8:30 - 10:30 pm 

Sun., May 14
• At PAC, Steep Canyon 

Rangers. For tickets, email high-
landspacnc@gmail.com.

Wed., May 17
• At Acorn’s a book signing 

from 2-4 pm, with Chef Steven 
Satterfield of Miller Union in At-
lanta who will be signing copies of 
his book, “Root to Leaf: A South-
ern Chef Cooks Through the Sea-
sons.”

Thurs – Sat, May 18-20
• “Nightwatch” with the 

Highlands-Cashiers Players at 
PAC at 7:30 p.m. Unable to sleep, 
Elaine Wheeler paces the living 
room of her Manhattan town-
house, troubled by unsettling 
memories and vague fears. Her 
husband tries to comfort her, but 
when he steps away for a mo-
ment, Elaine screams as she sees 
(or believes she sees) the body of 
a dead man in the window across 
the way. 
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Offered for 
$3,999,999

191 N Hollow, Cashiers
In GlenCove

(membership is not required)

16 Acres with
Waterfall, Stream, 

Trout Pond and Barn 
(Horses Allowed)

Andrea Gabbard

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

NOW OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p


