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Candidates line up for Primary Election

By Brittney Lofthouse

The filing period for can-
didates running for office in the
2024 elections ends Friday, De-
cember 15, and with 2024 be-
ing a presidential election year,

HS varsity
swim team
now at 5-0

On Tues., Dec. 5 the High-
lands Varsity Swim Team trav-
eled to Brevard to swim against
the Asheville Trailblazers and
the Brevard Varsity Swim Team.
The boys won 105 to 45 to 93,
respectively, winning on 7 of 11
events.

Freshman Jack Sumner
won the 100 butterfly, and the
100 backstroke; Junior Finneaus
Garner won the 50 freestyle, and
2nd in the 100 freestyle; Sopho-
more Conner Hughes won the
500 freestyle and 5th in the 200
IM; Freshman Chase Kenter
won the200 IM and 2nd in the
100 butterfly; Sophomore Aniah
McKim won the 100 breast-
stroke and 3rd in the 200 IM;
Paolo McRae got 2nd at the 50
freestyle and 3rd in the 200 free-
style; Jesus Mendoza-Tentle got
3rd in the 100 breaststroke and
5th in the 200 freestyle.

The relay team of Garner,
McRae, Hughes, & Sumner won
the 400 freestyle relay.

but North Carolina will also see
a closely-watched race for gover-
not, as incumbent Roy Cooper is
term-limited.

A handful of candidates have

filed for county and local elec-

tions as of Wednesday, Dec. 13
at 9:30 a.m. During the first week
of filing, candidates for statewide
and congressional positions also
put their names on the ballots.

* See PRIMARY page 19

‘Home for the Holidays’
now on stage at PAC

Mountain Theatre Company
opened its production of Home
for the Holidays at the Highlands
Performing Arts Center on De-
cember 8.

It’s Christmas Eve, and spit-
its are low across the globe. A
ragtag group of show elves come

together to broadcast their annual
North Pole holiday show live to
the whole world to raise Christ-
mas spirits and save the joy of the
season.

This festive original musical
features musical comedy at its

* See HOME page 22
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MC Commissioners vote
to terminate Shearl’s
resolution seeking
partisan school board races

By Brittney Lofthouse

Tuesday night, Hilary Wilkes,
the Highlands representative of
the Macon County Board of Edu-
cation, along with Board Chair Jim
Breedlove, presented a resolution
to Macon County Commissioners
urging them to end consideration
of a resolution seeking state law-
makers to change the way board
of education members are elected
in Macon County.

The resolution Wilkes pre-
sented was unanimously approved
by the Board of Education duting
its Monday board meeting and was
the result of Commissioner John
Shearl’s request last month for
the county to petition the state to
change the election method.

“I’'m here to speak on behalf
of our full board in regard to the
resolution discussed at your last
meeting, to change our seats from
non-partisan to partisan,” said

Wilkes. “Thank you for making
the decision to table your resolu-
tion and give our board an oppor-
tunity to discuss and weigh in on
this issue. At our November meet-
ing, we shared our thoughts. And
we all share an opposition to such
a change and have voted unani-
mously on the following resolu-
tion.”

The resolution stated that the
recent debate among the Macon
County Board of Commission-
ers, held without notice or input
from the Macon County Board
of Education or with the general
public, has included the question
of whether the county should pe-
tition the local delegation to the
NC General Assembly for a local
act enabling or requiring the Ma-
con County Board of Education
to be elected on a partisan basis.

Local interest and concerns

* See PARTISAN page 22

Outstanding views of
Whiteside Mountain Cliffs

95 Cliffmont Road | Cashiers
2 BEDROOMS |5 BATHROOMS | 2 HALF | MLS# 102162

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

H‘Eh'ﬂ”dﬁ S“‘hEbJE'S 114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.4104

www.mcculleys.com

on the hill




Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Dec. 14,2023 - 828-200-1371

e THE PLATEAU’Ss POSITION °

« MAYOR ON DUTYe.

More legistature updates

critical shortage of work-
force  housing  plagues
communities and  eco-

nomic development across the
nation. What are the factors that
contribute to the shortage? Let’s
start off with off-the-chart build-
ing costs, high land prices, interest
rates, and investment companies
buying houses only to charge high
rents. While the expanding short-
term rental market contributes to
the problem, some advocates be-
lieve that strict zoning and building
codes that limit density and construction op-
tions also aggravate the situation.

The North Carolina Legislature saw the
introduction of several workforce housing
bills in this past long session. Surprisingly,
none of the bills gained final approval.

HB 562 and SB 317 were titled Address-
ing the Workforce Housing Crisis. In its recent
legislative digest, the North Carolina League
of Municipalities pointed out that the NC
Homebuilders Association Builders support-
ed this legislation. If passed, it would have cut
or curtailed local zoning and planning regula-
tions in order to promote housing affordabil-
ity. The bill would have also changed density
requirements, translating into more units per
acre of land. The issue of density has been at
the forefront of promoting more affordable
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workforce housing,

To me, there was also a disin-
genuous provision in this legisla-
tion. The bill called for income lim-
its, or a low-income provision, for a
portion of the units, but it was only
for one year. The bill stalled.

HB  537-The  Workforce
Housing Act was also introduced.
Its main provision would allow
multi-family housing in all business
and residential zones. It also would
limit building design provisions. To
promote multi-family housing, this
bill provided that land owned by local govern-
ments could be sold or leased below market
value provided the land was used for mult-
family units. This bill also did not pass.

Another related bill was HB 409/SB374-
Regulation for Accessory Dwelling Units. I re-
viewed this bill in last week’s article. Again, my
problem with this bill was that if short-term
rentals were not allowed in these units, the
goal of providing housing for working people
would be drastically curtailed.

Since last week I have talked with ex-
perts from the North Carolina League of Mu-
nicipalities. They reminded me that any town
could amend its zoning ordinance to permit
accessory dwelling units. Highlands could do
a review of dwelling unit provisions where the
town could create very specific restrictions in
order to maintain the residential character of
a neighborhood. Such an action would have
to have strong community and board support.

The notion of allowing accessory dwell-
ing units gets back to the challenges of build-
ing workforce housing. A homeowner seeking
to develop such units would face changes that
may not make such a project economically
feasible. High construction costs and interest
rates might be insurmountable obstacles at
this time.

So, efforts for workforce housing did not
move forward in the state legislature. How-
ever, I sense a growing concern and need for
action.

SB 515 Water and Sewer Affordability
Act also passed the Senate but not the House.
This bill would limit the amount customers
living outside a city could be charged for wa-
ter and sewer. A municipality would have to
conduct a public hearing in order to raise rates
above 25%. With growing pressure to extend
water and sewer beyond the town limits of
Highlands, I find this bill to be a concern. It,
along with previous state actions, portends

more control of these municipal utilities by the
state. My reaction is to be highly cautious about
extending these valuable services beyond town
limits. Such a move might make the state view
our system as a regional rather than a town util-
1ty.

All this maneuvering and positioning is an

e Hic's

effort to create more workforce housing,
Where Highlands, the state, and the
country are headed over this critical challenge
remains to be seen. Stay tuned; this is an issue
of interest that affects a wide range of people.
There is more to come in the coming
year on this important issue.

VIEwW e

"Well lets see.

Our civilization landed about ten
thousand years ago, domesticated the natives.
' But be careful, right now the natives are restless.”
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Office: 828-526-4663
Cell: 828-787-1895

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com
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Does Highlands need a
Food and Wine Festival?

Dear Editor,

In the Nov. 30 edition, I read the letter-
to-the-editor regarding a citizen’s concerns
and questions about the recent Food and
Wine Festival sponsored by Highlands
Events entitled “Let’s stop catering to the
out-of-town party throwers.”

It brought to mind the past (2022) Fes-
tival and my own concerns about the image
the festival portrays of the community. My
granddaughter and her fiancé were visiting
from out of state and it was the first in-
person introduction of Highlands for our
future son-in-law. Their visit coincidently
coincided with the Food and Wine Festival,
so they decided to go downtown to check
out what was going on. On their return I
asked the future son-in-law what was his
first impression of our beautiful mountain
town. He responded that the first thing he
noticed was a man down on all fours on the
sidewalk vomiting with two police trying to
help the inebriated man to his feet. Matt’s
description was much more graphic and de-
scriptive, but maybe not good protocol for
a letter to the editor. Surely this is not the
first impression of Highlands we citizens
want for our town.

My concern is that we may not need a
Food and Wine Festival. We have many fine
restaurants in Highlands, all with excellent
chefs, and as both full-time and seasonal
residents, it is very difficult to procure a res-
ervation except at either 5:30 p.m. or 9:00
p.m. for two or more weeks ahead. I am de-
lighted that businesses and restaurants are
doing so well, but surely this is driving their
usual customers away. Local restaurants are
so busy, it must be difficult for them to pro-
vide the service they might choose. Why
would we need an annual Food and Wine
Festival when we alteady have excellent res-
taurants?

I did not realize until recently that an
out-of-town “events company” coordinat-
ed the Food and Wine Festival, so I ques-
tion why do we need an “events company”
with little or no interest in our community
to manage these events. And, more to the
point, why do we need weekly “eventsr”

Kelsey Hutchinson Park was not desig-
nated as an “Events Arena” for the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s use. It was designed and
dedicated as a “People’s Park” and given to
the Town of Highlands by those who do-
nated toward the building the park. Thus,
the Town Commissioners must give pet-
mission for Founders Park to be used con-
tinually by the Chamber and others.

Therefore, I submit that the Town
of Highlands Commissioners need to say
“No” to so many of these extraneous, un-
necessary, unwanted events sponsored by
the Chamber of Commerce. We have an
excellent group of Commissioners and a
great Mayor. Step up and do your duty for
the entire community!! We count on you.

Mercedes Heller
Highlands

Knife fights over
the deck chairs on

the Titanic

Dear Editor,

The world as we know it is changing
dramatically. We have entered the era of the
polycrisis in which a cluster of related glob-
al and local risks with compounding effects
are having unprecedented effect — greater
than the sum of the individual risks. We
are barreling toward both climate and de-
mocracy collapse. We are imbedded in wars
and wars over wars and it is unclear which
nations, terrorist groups, financiers or par-
ties are pulling the strings. For all the good
artificial intelligence can offer humanity, we
are witnessing its use to drive agendas with
falsehoods and biases on repeat. Dictator-
ships globally are on the rise. Billionaires
can decide if a country gets wifi or how
the Supreme Court will take a decision. At
home, 16% of American children are living
in poverty, 44 million people in the US are
food insecure, workers cannot make ends
meet on low wages, there is a housing crisis,
and our young people are falling behind in
education while suffering depression, anxi-
ety and fear. We have lost the plot.

And in North Carolina? Our lead-
ers are busy plotting ways to never lose an
clection again, getting permission to decide
what goes on record and what does not,
and formulating a shadow police to do their
bidding. Our leaders are distracting us with
fear mongering over the non-starter issues
such as taking away gas stoves or legalizing
marijuana while they are in fact taking away
our reproductive and voting rights and
making it legal to hate or hurt anyone who
does not agree, believe, orient or look like
them. And, we are paying them handsomely
to do this, our taxes pay their salaries and
insurance that the rest of us can’t afford or
access while they are bolstering their wallets
with big money from lobbyists. They ig-

* See LETTERS pagel0
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like no other.
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HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB

MLS# 102531 | $1,750,000 | 3BR/ 3BA

Originally constructed in 1945, the residence has undergone multiple expansions
and remodels, blending timeless charm with modern updates. The living room has
vaulted ceilings, windows on all sides, and a warm, wood-burning fireplace. The

decks offer a mix of covered sections and open-air spaces. New roof and upgraded
central heating system. The property consists of three lots being sold together.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP | 828.526.4101

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
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WHEREVER LIFE TAKES YOU,
TRUST US TO HELP YOU GET THERE.

Whether you want to be in the middle of it all or get away fromit all -

if you're ready for what's next, a BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty Forever Agent®
is ready to help. Explore our collection of properties at
MeadowsMountainRealty.com

MLS# 103061 | $1,392,000 | 3BR / 3.5BA

This home has been thoughtfully upgraded with spa-like bathrooms, upgraded
plumbing and electrical fixtures, an outdoor fire pit, hardwood fioors throughout,
and a brand-new custom kitchen with a new appliance package and quartz
countertops. The main level features an open concept living room, kitchen, and
dining area, as well as a convenient half bath. Offered furnished with exceptions.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP | 828.526.4101

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | 828.526.1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. EQual Housing Opportunity.
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

[

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair
Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4 p.m.
Dinner begins at 5:30

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

TUES - SAT
~ DINNER STARTS
@ 5:30 PM

EST. ﬁ 1990
Y e G e

RESTAURANT
DINE INAND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

IGHL ANDS DINING ®

oresla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Take-out &

Dine-in
(Reservations only)
Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed.—Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

B T A W A N T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days/6 nights
Closed Wed. night

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

@ on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Fri. & Sat.
5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

Homemade Ice Cream

featuring all time Favorite Flavors

PLUS:

Tequila ° Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

ce Erea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square

828-567-7443

Cups

Cone®
Milkshakes

S
11100t111 es




The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

Special Holiday
Dinner Events

December 20th:
Dickens Dinner with a reading of A Christmas
Carol by Charles Dickens himself.
Two seatings, 5:30 and 7:30.

$95 per adult with $45 wine pairing.
December 25th:

Cotswolds Christmas Day Dinner
Reservations from Ipm - 6pm.

$90 adults, $45 kids, $45 wine pairing.

December 3lst:

Celebrate with HMH NYE Dinner.
Reservations from 5:30- 9:30 with live music,
and then ring in the New Year with champagne
toasts at midnight.

$130 per person with $65 wine pairing

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Holidays are approaching!
Now is the time to order your
to make plans for Ho[iday Parties. Order your
HOLIDAY CHARCUTERIE BOARDS & MORE!

Y Call

v 4, The Secret Garden
in
The Village Square
behind

208 N. 5th St.
Village Square
(828) 305-7509

. 'KCH Foundlers Park.
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Jon Thorpe Earp

Jon Thorpe Earp, 80, passed away |
peacefully on December 4, 2023.

Jon was born in Des Moines, lowa,
to the late Thorpe and Hazel Earp on
December 27, 1942. The family moved |
to Sarasota, Florida in 1951 where Jon
was involved in all sports, especially
Sarasota County Little League. He
graduated from Sarasota High in 1961
and then enlisted in the United States |
Navy from 1961 to 1964. Jon was a su-
perintendent for Gulf Contracting in
Sarasota, until moving with his family to Highlands, NC in
1979, where he continued his carpentry business, Carpentry
Unlimited. Jon loved building, fishing, hunting, and spending
time with his family.

Jon is survived by his wife of 56 years, Kay Calhoun
Earp, two children, Kristy (Edward) of Highlands, NC and
Kevin (Jane) of Scaly Mtn., NC. Four grandchildren, (Kait-
lin, Kenan, James, and Katie), and one brother, Steve (Patti)
of Venice, FL.

No services will be held.

Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crema-
tory is serving the Earp family.

Patricia Moore Parker

Patricia Moore Parker, 79, passed
away peacefully at home in the early
morning of October 30, 2023. She
was a loving mother, grandmother,
and friend, and her memory will for-
ever be cherished by those who knew
and loved her.

Born October 19, 1944, in
Kilgore, TX, Patricia was a rematk-
able soul with a heart full of kindness
and a spirit full of resilience. Some
of her favorite times were in Whi-
tesides Cove, NC where she and her husband have resided
since 1991 and began visiting as early as 1963 when they first
married. She made a lasting impact on her community there
helping with Summer Chapel for over 15 years.

Patricia is survived by her husband of 60 years, Joseph
Parker, three children, and seven grandchildren. Her chil-
dren: John (Tonya), Thomas (Diana), and daughter Trish
Santoro (Joby), her grandchildren: Jessica White (Jonathan),
Christina Parker Holmes (Jonathan), Ashlynn, Megan, Kayla,
JoJo, and Eli.

Patricia is predeceased by her parents Junius and Rethal
Moore, her brother Brice Moore, sister Susan Moore, and in-
fant son, Fleming Parker. Their reunion in the aftetlife brings
comfort to all who loved them.

Her memory will be chetished by her family and friends
for her passion for gardening, her delicious homemade egg-
nog, her quick sense of humor, and her great advice. She was
a US. Marine Corp wife to her core and volunteered with
numerous organizations at each post including Glynco GA,
MCAS New River NC, MCAS Cherry Point NC, and NAS

* OBITUARIES ®

Beeville TX.

A celebration of life will be held in her honor on
December 16, 2023, at The Church of the Incarnation in
Highlands, NC at 2:00 pm. All those who knew, and loved
Pat are welcome to attend and celebrate her remarkable life.

Pat will be deeply missed, but her legacy will live on
through the memories and the love she shared with us all.

Online condolences may be made at wwwbryant-
grantfuneralhome.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and
Crematory is serving the Parker family.

Lois Hedden Rains

Mrs. Lois Hedden Rains, 76,
passed away Thursday, December
7, 2023. Mrs. Rains was born Oc-
tober 2, 1947, in Clemson, SC, to
the late Wilbur and Opal Allsep
Hedden. Lois worked in medical
research, was a reporter for several
newspapers and she held a Real Es-
tate Broker’s license. She loved gar-
dening, humming birds, photography, and traveling. Lois
was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and sister.

Survivors include her husband, John Rains; three
children, Kevin Rains, Victoria Rains Jenkins (Stephen
Jenkins), and Cameron Rains; three grandchildren, Elisha
Rains Wallace, Galeb Rains Wallace, and Allison Jenkins;
three brothers, Gene Hedden (Barbara), Ralph Hedden
(Jewel), and Bud Hedden (Pat); and two sisters, Linda
Hedden and Mary Dotson (John).

In addition to her parents Lois was preceded in death
by three brothers, Tom Hedden, Jimmy Hedden, Law-
rence Hedden.

A funeral service was held Monday, December 11,
2023, at the Double Springs Methodist Church in Frank-
lin, NC with the Rev. Roy Lowe officiating, Burial fol-
lowed in the church cemetery.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is serving the Rains family.

«# ISEASON"

: ‘ . Are you not so jolly’

becauseofa . .
drinking problem?
Make the call to AA
828-349-4357(HELP)
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Thank you to everyone who helped

Make the Magic!

Rob Bennett Steve Ham
Shayna Bigazzi Bert McCall
Tay Branaugh Steve Mehder
John Bynum Ricky Siegel
Highlands Police Deparment Jim Spencer
Highlands School Tate Landscaping
Matthew Eberz

And all our participants, spectators and volunteers!

HOLIDAYS IN
HIGHLANDS

visithighlandsnc.com

The 2023 Highlands Christmas Parade is made possible by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

o INVESTING AT 4,118 FT°

Embracing the blessings of Christmas:
A season of joy, love, and giving

As the winter chill de- -
scends and festive lights

illuminate the streets, the
world eagerly anticipates the
magical season of Christmas.
Beyond the twinkling deco-
rations and the aromas that [
fill our kitchens, Christmas @
brings with it a unique set of
blessings that transcend bor-
ders and unite people in the
spirit of joy, love, and giv-
ing. With the wars that now
continue depriving innocent
people of their God-given

hatred and judgment even in
our own country, Christmas
will prevail.

To those of us fortunate to live on the
plateau part time or full-time we are truly
blessed. There is something so special and
almost magical to life here. I have been for-
tunate to be a full-time resident for 29 years,
having shared a wonderful life with my late
husband for 33 years. I am sharing grief
with several friends who recently lost spous-
es, mothers, fathers, and a young mother
and daughter who could not escape a house
fire as her husband and two-year-old son
watched in terror as their lives changed for-
ever when flames engulfed their home. The
cliché of “every day is a gift” could not be
more relevant and is a Christmas gift to all
tied with heartstrings.

Here are a few of my thoughts during
this holiday season:

1. Celebrate the Gift of Love: At the
heart of Christmas lies a celebration of
love —the love of family, friends, and even
strangers. The holiday season prompts us to
reflect on the importance of human con-
nections and the warmth that emanates
from the bonds we share. It’s a time to ex-
press affection, reconcile differences, and
strengthen the ties that bind us together.

2. Spread Joy and Cheer: Christmas
is synonymous with joy, and the infectious
laughter and smiles that fill the air are bless-
ings in themselves. The season encourages
us to embrace a childlike wonder, redis-
covering the magic and delight in the small
things. Whether it’s the joyous sound of cat-
ols, the twinkle of holiday lights, or the thrill
of exchanging gifts, Christmas bestows
upon us the precious gift of happiness.

3. Be Kind and Generous: The spirit
of giving is a hallmark of Christmas, em-

Pat Allen BIC
right to life and spreading AllenTate Realtors/PatAllen It doesn’t take much to make

Realty Group.

2 phasizing the joy thgt comes
s from selflessly helping oth-
ers. From participating in
charitable initiatives to small
acts of kindness, the season
inspires generosity and com-
passion. The blessings of
Christmas extend beyond
receiving gifts to the fulfill-
ment derived from giving
to those in need. There are
many non-profits that need
our help on the plateau for
people and animals in need.
Seek and you will find them.

a big difference.

4. Traditions that Cre-
ate Lasting Memories: Christmas tradi-
tions, whether rooted in cultural practices
or personal rituals, play a significant role in
fostering a sense of belonging and conti-
nuity. From decorating the tree to sharing
festive meals, these traditions create en-
during memories that bind generations to-
gether. The blessings of Christmas lie not
only in the present celebrations but also in
the nostalgia and shared experiences that
echo through time.

5. Renewing Hope and Faith: In a
world now marked by challenges and un-
certainties, Christmas serves as a beacon
of hope. The story of the nativity inspires
faith and reminds us of the enduring pow-
er of hope, even in the face of adversity.
The season encourages us to believe in the
possibility of positive change and the po-
tential for a brighter future. We must never
lose hope.

Christmas, with its blessings of love,
joy, and giving, serves as a universal re-
minder of the best qualities within human-
ity. It is a season that encourages us to look
beyond the material aspects and embrace
the intangible gifts that truly enrich our
lives. As we exchange gifts, share laughter,
and gather with loved ones, let us reflect
on the profound blessings of Christmas.
They are real and priceless.

® Pat Allen is the broker-in-charge of Allen
Tate/ Pat Allen Realty Group in the downtown
office at 295 Dillard Road. She is a Certified
Luscury Home Marketing Specialist, a consistent
award-winner, and a top producer every year for
her real estate career of 19 years. You may reach
her at 828-200-9179 or email her at pat.allen@
allentate.com
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A SELECTION OF AVAILABLE LOTS ON THE PLATEAU

e i 4I5S fe

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to build on

You can build your own dream home in this picturesque
an ideal big-view lot in prestigious Lonesome Valley.

setting where you can maintain your southern view.
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $749,900 | MLS #101464

- ¥ Cashiers, NC 28774 | $185,000 | MLS #101433 @ :
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252 ¥ Ken Fernandez | 828-507-3156
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| WINDY TOP ROAD |

AR
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Amazing long range layered views lot located inside
the gates of Old Edwards Club! 1.53 acres corner lot.

This exceptional building lot offers more than
just a place to call home; it provides a lifestyle.

Highlands, NC 28741 | $185,000 | MLS #103300

> Highlands, NC 28714 | $315,000 | MLS #103268
Rick Harrison & Steve Sheppard | 404-906-5113 S AFE

Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448

#1 in the Carolinas | P .. | Leadng

INTERNATIONAL
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..LETTERS continued from page 4

nore what the population at large
needs and the views they express.
They are not representing North
Carolinians. They are representing
themselves.

Our NC leaders ate in no way
prepared for the polycrisis we are
confronted by. They have moved
beyond rearranging the deck chairs
and have resorted to knife fights
over the deck chairs on the Titanic.
The ship is sinking, and worse still
they are exacerbating the situation

or pretending it is not happening.
We need leaders who are criti-
cal thinkers, who will rise up and
see further, change the discourse,
have foresight and the political
will to make a difference. We need
people who will be creative in so-
lution finding, work for the values
our country was founded upon,
and build bridges among and be
inspired by the diversity of our
population, not seeking to pull us
a part, and will work towards our

success in our livelihoods, educa-
tion, experience and well-being.
North Carolinians, we have to do
our part. We must find and sup-
port those leaders who will put the
knives away, stop trampling on our
fellow passengers and/or become
leaders ourselves and get busy
with distributing the life vests.
Constance Neely
Macon County

SNy 2 /;}
L /
l AL &1 {/{/ Gt

Modern MTN Life

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | « Open Year Round

Examples of how the town
doesn’t support businesses

Dear Editor,

I would like to respond to
Mayor Pat Taylor’s request for
feedback about how the town
doesn’t support businesses which
he posted online and in the news-
papers. First, I appreciate him call-
ing me his friend as I, too, consider
him a friend. However, we see the
actions of the Town Board differ-
ently.

I want to start by emphasiz-
ing that what is beneficial and
enjoyable to residents, visitors,
and businesses are not mutually
exclusive. The board cannot make
decisions with the intent of help-
ing or reducing one group without
affecting the other groups.

STRs/Occupancy Tax

The mayor and the board
spent over a year trying to pass in-
defensible ordinances to eliminate
Short-term Rentals (STRs) which
ultimately failed and resulted in the
current reasonable ordinance. But
the mayor and the board did suc-
ceed in dividing this town.

Now we wait to see how
much of our tax dollars the mayor
and the board are willing to spend
on another, most likely indefen-
sible, scheme to amortize STRs as
a use in R1 and R2.

Two board members have
recently made it well known their
objection to STRs is that they cre-
ate a 2-tiered zoning district. I find
this ironic considering the board
changed the uses allowed in the
B1 district sometime in the recent
past (maybe at the adoption of the
UDO) to remove hotels and make
them nonconforming uses.

I owned property in B1 when

this occurred, and no one seemed
concerned about a 2-tiered zoning
district then. In addition to mak-
ing STRs in R1 and R2 noncon-
forming uses, this current board
also added the following language
to Article 7-Nonconformities in
the UDO:

The provisions of this Sec-
tion are intended and designed
to limit substantial investment in
nonconformities, to prohibit the
intensification of nonconformi-
ties and to bring about eventual
elimination. ..

Consequently, the Town
Board has put Highlands Inn,
Old Edwards Inn, and Highlander
Mountain House on notice that it
desires to eliminate them.

The hotels and STRs the
board wants to eliminate have
generated substantial increases in
Occupancy Tax over the years.
The Town has long leased town-
owned building to nonprofits for
nominal fees, however, when the
Visitor’s Center went from receiv-
ing $100,000 a year to about $1
million the mayor and the board
started using words like “deserve”
and “entitled” when discussing
why some of the Occupancy Tax
should be used for town projects
as well as charging higher rent for
the Chamber which is also a non-
profit..

The board’s ongoing deter-
mination that the Chamber pay
for public restrooms appears that
it is unaware that Sales Tax from
hotels and STRs generated about
$50,000 which went directly to the
town’s General Fund. I fail to un-

* See LETTERS page 16

Lunch
TI.IQS. - sato
11a to 3p

LDON[ EON ST

I’'m baaaaaack again!

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 @ 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

Highlands

DON]EGN S
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As we enter this season of giving, we want to take a moment to express our gratitude
for your support of our Mission to lift health and well-being across the Plateau.

From our village to yours

Happp cFfo

{4 : ighlqnds S
> Cashiers

Health Foundation
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Holiday Shopplng in on in Highlands!

WE HAVE YOUR HOLIDAYS COV'ERED

S G TR fTHE MOLLY GRACE
'.vLﬁgEarfme@Hﬁmm ; D M End Of
- v ComﬂeﬂeMm & Women’s Clntirmg :
Season

Sbussﬁsr Eﬁ'ﬂ’ﬁmm
Christmas

SALE!

MIZZEN+MAIN

B Come dress yourself
> Tl I and your home for
We wiII be open ChristmaS"E'VWeJS'l'j'n’ Dec. 24 the holidays

The Molly Grace!
¢ g The E}{change - _.
) : (Across from Town Hall) . 5. 4th Street
i or Men (828) 526-8390 338 Main St. B b
B 2060 Dillard ]{D-Ad%ighiu YNC,2 miles South of Main Street 207 N 4th St., Highlands 526-4777 526-4473

Ll (828) 526-5029 | (828) 526-1029

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Pottery, Jewelry, Fun Gifts and More!

®
-J’qwf"-

WESTMAN ATELIER

Augustinus Bader

Unique, affordable gifts for evervone on vour li . .
— " AR Fine goods for your family and home.
s s, ‘ 62 i[9 Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee * Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare

EXPERIENCE oL WO
|Exidabea ! Highlands, NC 322 Main Street, Highlands * 828-482-0818
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Holiday Shopping is on in Highlands!

PLA
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by Lauren G

s

P korow/

SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFINESS

DOLCECABO

JOHNNY WAS
JULIE VOS _[2 4,0 Blee.

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

@ XCV/|

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Check out our new store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107

" DIy SIvg

HIGHLANDS HC

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
« Gadgets
o Tabletop
e Stemware
 Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.
Highlands

Holiday
SALE is on
NOW!

Save up to
50% on
Fall clothing.
Get your holiday
shopping done
and save

$$%$

2%,

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p * Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

9 NATURAL SELECTON

It’s time to
buy for

Viistrnas
al,

%
5@?&@/76$%z%?

(828)421-3546 343A Main St.

Come dress for
the holidays

ATTAEAR

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply

&
@ * Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana
Jeans by:
Joes « AG

izens

* Mother

* Blowfish
¢ Matisse

Don’t miss our
upstairs SALE room!

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

. B2B-526-9122
361 Main St — = - 3 ——
. wWww.Corrico.com
Highlands M-S 10-6
(Next to Annawear) Sunday 12-5

526-4660

)
Sfalter

Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

=

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.
(Across from Town Hall)
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Highlands ‘

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

p-
L
z ]
Nominated for ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

D HIGHLANDS N

TL&LC on giving thanks

By Anna Norton

As 2023 draws to a close, The Literacy
& Learning Center has much to be thank-
ful for. \\e started the year with extensive
damage to our Learning Center from a fro-
zen and burst pipe. The Highlands United
Methodist Church offered their space for
us to hold our programs while our building
was being repaired, for which we are most
grateful.

The building was fully repaired by
April, and we are thankful for the local
businesses such as Highlands Handyman,
Highlands Decorating Center, Dave Miller
Plumbing, ServePro, and our landlords,
Margaret O’Donnell and Al Bolt, who vol-
unteered their time, labor, and funding to
help the center re-open.

Our after-school program has been re-
structured thanks to the vision of our new-
est Programs Manager, Carline Cox, and
students are being supported more than

ever. We are grateful to our community
partner organizations: The Bascom, Inter-
national Frlendthp Center, Highlands Bio-
logical Station, Highlands- C’{%}nem Land
Trust, Hudson Library, the Counseling
Center of Highlands, Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, and Highlands Police Depart-
ment, for providing programming for Af-
ter-School Enrichment. We atre also thank-
ful for the Highlands School teachers and
administrators who support our work with
their students for a common goal.

We are grateful to Allisha Mason,

who provided a second round of summer
camps this year, allowing us to help prevent
the summer slide for more local youth than
before. We are grateful to our newest full-
time staff member, Carolyn Middlebrooks,
who will be leading us on the exciting ven-
ture of our new pre-K program that will
begin in 2024.

We are grateful to our many donors
and community granting organizations, in-
cluding Dogwood Health Trust, Highlands
Motormo Festival, Regions Bmk Our
Lady of the Mounmlm Catholic Church,
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands,
Macon County Community Funding Pool,
Rotary Club of Highlands, Rotary Club of
Highlands — Mountaintop, WNC Bridge
Foundation, Glass Foundation, Cullasaja
Women’s Outreach, Community Founda-
tion of Western North Carolina, The Wil-
liams Family Foundation, and Mountain
Findings, for providing funding to make all
of our programs available for free to the
community. We are grateful to our devoted
volunteers who patiently give of their time
to foster understanding for our students.
We are grateful to our Board of Direc-
tors: Kirk Dornbush (Board Chair), Vickie
Betts, Mark Chmar (Vice Chair), John Gol-
wen, Bill Lathem, Bob Lennon, Lisa Rich-
ards (Treasurer), Susan Smith, and Dawn
Van Fleet (Secretary) for their dedication in
steering the ship of learning.

We warmly wish peace and gratitude
to all, especially during this giving season.




‘Early Bear’ Bear Shadow discounts for single-
day and two-day tickets are now available

Bear Shadow music festival — the two-
day weekend event in Scaly Mountain May
11-12"is offering a blind ticket presale with
‘early bear’ discounts for single-day and
two-day tickets.

Fans will have the opportunity to pur-
chase discounted tickets ahead of the official
lineup announcement, which will be made
at a later date.

The festival will feature a variety of live
musical acts for nearly any musical taste.
Previous Bear Shadow performers include
Lukas Nelson & Promise of the Real,
Drew Holcomb & The Neighbors, Jason
Isbell and The 400 Unit, St. Paul & The
Broken Bones, Band of Horses, Trampled
by Turtles, Spoon, The Head & The Heart,
The War & Treaty and more.In addition to

live music, the festival features a local makers
market, artisan food and craft cocktails.

Blind ticket sale prices represent a 10%
discount off of regular priced single-day
tickets and 15% dleOuﬂt off of 1eou1ar
priced two-day tickets. Blind presale tickets
will be available on Thursday, Dec. 7 begin-
ning at 8 a.m.

Visit https://bearshadownc.com/ for
information about how to purchase tickets.

Bear Shadow, produced by Highlands
Festivals, Inc. and Eleven Events, is 2 music
festival named in honor of the bear-like
shadow that appears behind the region’s Whi-
teside Mountain in the fall and spring, The
music main stage, called “Base Camp,” will
be held at Winfield Farm in Scaly Mountain,
about 7 miles from Main Street in Highlands.

Visit https://bearshadownc.com/ for information about how to putchase tickets.

1 Day GA - $157.50/pp
1 Day VIP - $292.50/pp
2 Day GA - $255.00/pp
2 Day VIP - $510.00/pp
Platinum (up to 8 people in pod) - $6,000/2 day

-.'1

. auary Through March
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BUOK TODAY - CALL 866 526.8008
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MOUNTAIN

THEATRE COMP‘ANY

E5T. 1938 HIG ANDS

HOME FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

DECEMBER 8 - 24

LIVE ON STAGE AT THE
HIGHLANDS PEREORMING ARTS CENTER
1

Fun for all ages, this ALL NEW musical revue
promises dazzling costumes, high energy
choreography; and is sure to fill audiences with
good, old-fashioned holiday cheer!

Presented in part by:
Highlands Chamber of Commerce / Visit Highlands, NC

WWW.MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM
[m]31 3 =]
w
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..LETTERS continued from page 10

derstand why a visitor’s use of our roads,
sidewalks, water, sewer, and electricity is

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry
and much more

\ rad (828)
526-4818

On the cor-
ner of 3rd &

Spring

more of a burden than that of a full-time
resident of Highlands.

If all STRs became full-time residences,
would the town still have the same attitude?
I believe it is the town’s responsibility to pro-
vide services to every resident and business
in the town limits regardless of ownership
or length of occupancy.

The most recent theme from the board
is that it should receive Occupancy Tax
money for infrastructure like Jackson Coun-
ty. On several occasions the mayor and the
board have said they want money like Jack-
son County to spend on roads, sidewalks,
utilities, etc. I talked to the Jackson County
planner and he explained that Jackson Coun-
ty does not operate under the same state leg-
islation as Macon County. They worked with
their state legislators and passed a bill allow-
ing the Occupancy Tax rate to be raised to
a maximum of 6% and to allow for grants
for infrastructure improvement if very strict
guidelines are met. It’s similar to requesting
a zoning variance in Highlands where there

are specific conditions that must be met.
Money is not just given to the town of Sylva
or Jackson County; projects must be pre-
sented and approved. I'm regularly amazed
that our Town Board does not understand
how the Occupancy Tax legislation works
and what rules must be followed regarding
expenditures.

Car Chargers

The Chamber’s request for use of town
parking spaces for electric car chargers was
met with misunderstanding and lack of
knowledge about car chargers. This request
took multiple meetings when it should have
been a simple matter. No funds were being
requested, no ongoing budget line items,
the Chamber just wanted to designate a few
parking spaces for car chargers. The Town
is in the business of selling electricity and
the Chamber wanted to buy.

A board member argued that we
should not give preference to electric cars
by designating spaces, yet they passed a
UDO that gives preferences to real estate
agents as it applies to the employee/busi-
ness parking ordinance. The mayor ques-
tioned what would happen if they changed
the type of plug used in electric cars. I had
the only publicly available car charger for
over six years and when the Chamber con-
sidered chargers, they called me to ask the
pros and cons. When Highlands Country
Club considered chargers, they called me.
However, when this request came before
the board no one called me to ask questions.

Planning Board/Comp Plan

The boartd treats the Planning Board
like a necessary nuisance and only com-
pleted the Comprehensive Plan to continue
enforcement of the Zoning Ordinances
which was required by state law. The town
made a big deal of involving residents in
the Comp Plan process and holding mul-
tiple public forums. Once it was passed the
mayor and the board said it was more of
a guideline/suggestion than a plan and the
town was under no obligation to follow it.

This attitude has continued by the to-
tal lack of any progress updates, or reports
from the Planning Department or Plan-
ning Board. To me this is not surprising
because several years ago I held a meeting
of past Planning Board members and a
Town Board member so we could express
our thoughts on the need for a Comprehen-
sive Plan and hiring a qualified Planner. The
Board member disagreed and did not think
Highlands needed a Comprehensive Plan
or Planner; “We all know what Highlands
needs to be,” was the comment.

To date the Planning Board has can-
celled more meetings than it has held. There
was a time when the Planning Board met

every month, even without agenda items,
to discuss current planning issues facing
small towns.

Parking

Whenever an issue arises that involves
public parking, we hear one of two things:
1) Highlands has more parking spaces than
any town of its size in western North Caro-
lina; or 2) We cannot approve this request
because it will take up parking spaces.

This dysfunctional approach to park-
ing manifests in many ways. Our UDO has
outdated parking restrictions on commer-
cial buildings, it restricts much needed inci-
dental apartments downtown due to park-
ing restrictions, the town perennially marks
many public parking spaces as Loading
Zones, or No Parking, without any review
to see if the need still exists.

Utility Charges

On a personal example, when I in-
stalled a generator at my building, I com-
bined three commercial electric meters
into one as both a safety measure and a
convenience for the town. The result was
the town installed a demand meter which
charges a large fee for using more power
at one time (not total for the month). 1
didn’t increase our usage, but my month-
ly electric bill increased. I inquired many
times with town employees about how the
demand meter rates were calculated and
was told they didn’t know. The town web-
site explains how residential and standard
commercial meter rates are calculated but
not demand meters. I don’t think this is in
keeping with NC Utility Commission rules.

When my three meters were com-
bined into one, I still had two accounts for
water/sewer only (the water meters were
not combined) and I was still being charged
the Coal Ash Recovery fee. I brought this
to the mayor’s attention and after several
months the fee was removed but the mayor
did not offer to refund the money collected
for all the prior months.

On the two accounts with only water/
sewet, I get charged a monthly garbage fee
for each, in addition to the highest garbage
rate for the one account with the electric
meter. So, I'm paying almost double for
garbage but only getting the service for a
single account. When I inquired with the
town office about a water meter account
being charged a garbage fee, I was told it
was “town policy.”” When I asked to see this
policy in public town documents nothing
was presented.

I would be happy to sit with the mayor
and discuss any and all of these issues.

Thomas Craig
Highlands



NEW POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri,, 6.-9:453,
and Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aer-
obics: 18 yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -1 lam
with Karen Chambers. Adult Swim: 18
years old+,Mon.-Thurs | la-1:30p; Pub-
lic Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat.
[ la-6p and Sun. I-6p. For info, call 828-
526-1595.

ICE RINK SCHEDULE

* Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-
|0p and Saturday’s |-10p; Sundays |-5p.
Also, Sun., Dec. 24, |-5p; Tues. Dec. 26,
Wed., Dec. 27, Mon. Jan. |,Wed, Jan 3
- 1-8p..

Through March 3

* Ice Skating in the Park is opening

soon. Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-
[0p; Saturdays |-10p; Sundays |-5p. $5
with or without skates.

Through Dec. 31

The Artistic Work of John Robert
Mack at the Macon County Library in
Franklin on Siler Road..

Through Dec. 24

* “Home of the Holidays” at Moun-
tain Theatre Company now in resi-
dence at the Performing Arts Center
on Chestnut Street. Tickets go to www.
mountaintheatre.com

Dec. 16

* Santa in the Park at K-H Found-
ers Park.

Fri.Dec. |5

: '
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands

Snriey Deember 17 11<000m

Thomdsy, DecrnberZl 12 (0pm
Snnday Decewber 3 7 714000m

aign
S00pm

Snrwiey Crlle buratiore Al Prepan
Service of Light- Wi Reruwn ber

Soxeley Collebheraiinn: We Figpe
Harp Preinds by illonna Plensanns,
Chrisnm Ewe Sersier with Candielght- Rl Bejpls

AR are welcome!
Todos son bienvenidos!
471 Main Strest
Highlands, North Carolina
828.526,3175
www.fpchighlande.ong
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* At The Learning & Literacy Center,
a Gingerbread Decorating Extravaganza!
For toddlers, preschoolers and their
caregivers at || am.It’s Free and no reg-
istration is required. 675 S. 4th Street.

Sat.Dec. 16

* Wreaths across America Day is
Saturday The ceremony will be at 12
noon at Highlands Rec. Park, 600 North
4th Street. Volunteers are needed to

place wreaths. Volunteers will be shut-
tled to and from Highlands Cemetery
afterwards.

Sat.-Sun.,May 11-12

* The 4th annual Bear Shadow will
be held again at Winfield Farm in Scaly
Mountain. Visit https://bearshadownc.
com/ for information about how to
purchase tickets.

.CHURCH OF THE

"INCARNATION

ADVENT III

. Sunday, December 17 at 10:30am
Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols

ADVENT IV

Sunday, December 24 at 10am
Holy Eucharist - Historic Chapel

CHRISTMAS EVE

Sunday, December 24 at 4pm &
6pm Holy Eucharist with Choir

CHRISTMAS DAY

Monday, December 25 at 10am
Holy Eucharist - Historic Chapel

520 Main Street, Highlands,

NC incarnationwnc.org
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= The Lord is with
i you
L

4 . Pastor Randy Lucas

Highlands United
'*;',.f Methodist Church

ccording to the Gospel of Luke, that’s what the angel
AGabriel said to Mary. “The Lord is with you.” You

can read the account of the angelic visitation and an-
nouncement to the young virgin in the first chapter of Luke’s
Gospel, sometimes referred to as “The Annunciation.” Luke
is often the preferred gospel writer to read around Christmas.
It’s Luke who tells us of angels heralding the good news of
great joy to all people about Jesus’ birth to shepherds who
were keeping watch over their flock by night. Thanks to Luke
we know about the overcrowded inn and the baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes lying in a manger.

Luke is also the gospel writer who tells us about Gabriel’s
visit to Mary. Though initially perplexed and surprised by the
astonishing claims of the angel, Mary eventually learns that
she has a very important role to play in God’s plan of salvation
for the world. “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
That’s the way it began.

As we journey deeper into December, in these days ob-
served by the Church as the season of Advent, we are invited
to ponder and reflect on the meaning of Christmas as we seek
to prepare our hearts and lives to celebrate the birth of Je-
sus into the world, hearing again the invitation to receive him
anew into our hearts. Advent encourages us to live these days
in a posture of expectant waiting,

“The Lotd is with you.” As Luke tells the story, that was
one of the first things out of Gabriel’s mouth. Given the over-
whelming news he was about to lay on her, that seems like a
pretty good way to begin. If Mary could accept that, if she
could really and truly believe that the Lord was with her, then
she could handle whatever came next. Luke doesn’t tell us, but
I like to think she recalled those words as her, soon to be born,
son later found himself in the crosshairs of religious and po-
litical forces that would fit him for a cross.

Come to think of it, the same can be said for you and me.
In the season of Advent, Christians longingly wait for the light
to dispel the darkness, a hope that lies at the heart of Christ-
mas. What if we could hear the words of Gabriel’s greeting as
spoken to us? What if we could really and truly believe that the
Lord is really and truly with us? In Matthew’s Gospel, which
looks at the birth of Jesus from a different perspective, the
presence of the Lord is also affirmed. Matthew borrows from
the Old Testament Book of Isaiah, writing ““Look, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Em-
manuel.” which means ‘God is with us.”

Here is my simple hope for you. No matter whether this
season finds you at a place of joy or sorrow, no matter wheth-
er you are basking in abundance or wearied by want, no matter
whether your spirit is at peace or troubled, no matter whether
you are surrounded by family and friends or feeling isolated
and alone, I hope you’ll consider this. The truth spoken by
Gabriel to Mary long ago is the truth spoken to you in these
December days by the seasons of Advent and Christmas.

The Lotd is with you.

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA * 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:VWednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Ved: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. ¢ Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.or
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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Highlands Police entries
from Dec.2.Only the names
of persons arrested, issued
a summons/citation, issued
a Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials have
been used.

Dec.2

* At 12:40 p.m., officers
responded to a call for help
regarding a child custody argu-
ment.

Dec.5

* At 6:13 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a call of someone
in possession of meth and drug
paraphernalia in the parking lot

..PRIMARY
from page 1

Beginning with US House
of Representative District 11, the
seat currently held by Congress-
man Chuck Edwards: Edwards
has filed for re-election and so
far has one primary opponent in
Christian Shawn Regan, a Hayes-
ville, NC Republican.

The District 11 race cur-
rently has one Democrat, Ashe-
ville resident and current NC
House of Representative Dis-
trict 116 rep Caleb Rudrow.

Incumbent North Carolina
Senator Kevin Corbin for Dis-
trict 50 has filed for re-election
and currently has no primary or
Democratic challengers.

House of Representative
District 120 rep Karl Gillespie
however, currently faces a Dem-
ocratic challenger in Nancy Cur-
tis, of Andrews.

Locally, the Macon County
Board of Commissioners has
two seats up for election. A Dis-
trict II seat currently held by
Josh Young, who has filed to run
for reelection, and District III
which represents Nantahala and
Cowee. District III is currently
held by Paul Higdon and he has
filed for reelection and will face a
primary opponent in newcomer
and local business owner Barry
Breeden.

Candidate filing ends at
noon on Friday, December 15.
The 2024 primary election is
March 5. The general election is
Now. 5.

of Mountain Fresh Grocery.
* At 6:38 p.m., Samuel Ste-
phen Nix, 31, of Otto, NC, was

arrested for possessing meth.

He was issued a $1,500 secured
bond. His trial date is yet to be
determined.

Dec.9

¢ At 10:43 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a call of shoplifting at
Mountain Findings where $200
of recreational/sports equipment
was taken.

* At 8:39 p.m,, Carlos Bella-
mm Guzman Perez, 22, of Frank-
lin, NC, was arrested for exces-
sive speed on the Franklin Road
and DUI. He was issued a $1,500
unsecured bond. His trial date is
Jan. 17,2024.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Dec.5.

Dec.5

* At 5:18 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Smallwood Ave.

* At 6:53 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Smallwood Ave.

Dec.6

* At 6:48 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded was first-responders to
a location on Main Street.

Dec.7

* At 8:33 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Smallwood Ave.

Dec.8

* At 6:54 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible
gas leak at a residence on Se-
quoyah Dr.

Dec. 10

* At 10:06 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible
gas leak at a residence on Holt
Knob Rd.

* At 10:10 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders at a residence
on Foreman Road.

Dec. 11

*At 10:51 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Main Street.

e At 12220 p.m, the dept.
responded to a call of a possible
gas leak at a residence on High-
gate Road.

Join us in celebrating the birth
of our Savior at the
Highlands United Methodist Church

All services are in the Sanctuary
Family-oriented Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
5pm
Christmas Eve Eucharist Service
(approx. 30 min.)
7pm
Lessons and Carols
(approx. 30 min.)
9pm
Midnight Eucharist
11:45pm
(approx. 15-20 min.)

Pastors Randy Lucas and Christine Murphy
315 Main Street * 828-526-3376 * highlandsumc@jicloud.com

v

BIVAS 6N MAIN

BOUTIOUE - JEWELRY - ACCESSORIES

24 E. MAIN ST. » FRANKLIN, NC
6o 828.369.7300

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

L

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands | SOtheby'S

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

LAND SERVICES

* Septic Installation
* Land Clearing/Clean Up
* Driveway Install/Repair
* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery
...We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733
www.blueridgelandservices.com

* Pressure Washing
* Culvert/Drainage Installs
* Sod Installation

Highlands Automotive

Service ; ; NC
- ~ Inspection
& : - Station

Repair

e 828-787-2360 it

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 E'

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

CHESTNUT STDR&GE

Storage Units Available

Sorere 24 Hour Ao

Ezgy Im - Easy Out
Great Fatos - Groat Terms

Call tocay to fined oot why wone
“Higalands Pramier Facility
Bz8-g82-10q5

Look for our sige!
pccipn Suck Coset B, - 02 mite off Coslvars R sear the bespitad

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

NDOZA TREE ExPERT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com

mendozatreeservices.com

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

COUNSELING
CEMNTER

H 1 G

-

HLAMIDS, C il

. LOCATED AT THE PEGG
348 5. bTH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

864-481-0598
INFOCRCOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG
CROSBY CENTER
OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Desimir
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048

Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

Zut Allon

REALTY GROUP
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

3 RV _CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $25k-$45k/ea.

Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22)
FOR LEASE
NEW |/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village
Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

HIGHLAND —r=

E

mtntours.com

Nantabato National
Foreat: Permitted

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-
0044. (st. 12/7)

LONG TERM FURNISHED STUDIO APT. One
bedroom, full kitchen, bath, private entrance. Cable TV, In-
ternet, W/D access. Minimum 3-month rental, 2 miles from
Highlands Hospital. No pets, no smoking. All utilities includ-
ed. $1400 a month. Call 828-482-2613. (st. 12/7)

2 BEDROOM | BATH 1550 SF with great Mountain
View 2 1/2 mins from Main Street. $2200/Mo. Annual. Bob-
bygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st. | 1/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAILABLE
Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy access from
Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal
rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at
770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. | 1/22)

HELP WANTED

LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an office man-
ager/executive assistant and a bookkeeper. Full-time, com-
pensation based on experience. Please contact Regina@
Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for more information. (st. | 1/2)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN — Chatlos
Contruction — Remodels,Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-407 |

- Complete
property cleanup - house, garage, property, etc. Call Danny
at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Cosmos Flowers

Full Service Florist

P Store: 828-526-0044
Pl _C“"_“" Cell: 828-200-610
Y PLOWERS G imosflowersnc@gmail.com

95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us

Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Al Gloveltin-

Realtor-Broker
Luixtary Harme Speciolize

Licensed in NC & G4

B20-332-9767
alstonehamifallentate.com

@ Lt Al

HighlandsfScaly Mtn/Cashiers

360 MAIN STREET
ESTATE JEWELERS OF

Apj “"m nlyt Mg =
ppointment Onlyl =y, =
Call: 828-526-1960 g S
Text: 770-855-0825 a2

Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION i.* "

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL - .
SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY

PRESSURE WASHING

P

8283329520 | 5
8283712189 .1

MENDOZAPAINT 17@GMAILCOM @)




Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Dec. 14,2023 - 828-200-1371

..HOME continued from page 1

best, dazzling costumes, high
energy choreography, and fills
audiences with plenty of good,
old-fashioned holiday cheer
complete with songs of old and
new renditions that showcase
the incredible talent of the per-
formers.

The first heartfelt act fea-

WHOLE LIFE

MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

M ) Organic smoothie/juice
NE@M bar located
= inside Whole

@ AU BT? life Market

tures oldies but goodies like Santa
Claus is Coming to Town, You’re
a2 Mean One Mr. Grinch, Santa
Baby, Blue Christmas, Frosty the
Snowman, Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree and others ac-
companied by dance, sparkles
and glee.

The second act offers new
songs and new renditions of old
including A Hand For Mrs. Claus,
Hot Chocolate, Carol of the
Bells, Grandma Got Run Over
By a Reindeer, hand more.

We Are Lights sings to the
strife in Israel, while Peace on
Earth/Little Drummer Boy, O
Holy Night speak to the reason
for the season.

The show opens and closes
with a foot-tapping rendition of
“Celebrate” which gets the au-
dience ready for the show and
makes everyone happy to have
been there.

Home for the Holidays runs
through Dec. 24. Tickets can be
purchased in person at the HPAC
Box Office at 507 Chestnut Street,
by phone at (828) 526-2695, or

online at mountaintheatre.com.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers

.
BAZAAR BARN

(Across from Blue Ridge School)
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

10AM-2PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE. CONTACT SKIP RYAM AT (828) 226-2588

..PARTISAN continued from page 1

have been portrayed as an impetus
for supporting such a change, be-
cause recent years demonstrate a
widespread political effort with the
number of school boards elected
in a partisan manner growing from
just 17 of 115 school boards in
2015 to more than 50 after the
most recent General Assembly.

“Members of the Macon
County Board of Education have
been elected on a non-partisan
basis since at least 1968, reads
the resolution. “If the board wete
elected on a partisan basis, Macon
County citizens who are registered
independent or unaffiliated would
be required to petition for inclu-
sion on ballots and pursuant to
the Hatch Act, those who are fed-
eral employees would be forced to
choose between their appointment
and holding office or even partici-
pating in a partisan election for the
Board of Education.”

The resolution also noted
that unlike other elected officials,
school board members must bear
sole allegiance to the students and
parents they serve, and not leaders
or platforms of specific political
parties.

“School boards have the pri-
mary responsibility for setting
school policy and hiring school-
teachers and administrators, and
neither of these responsibilities
should be influenced by political
party affiliation,” reads the resolu-
tion. “Educational issues decided
by the school board are non-parti-
san issues, and the board’s judicial
and personnel functions must be
non-partisan.”

Chairman  Breedlove  ex-
pressed his gratitude for oppor-
tunity to shate the school system’s
perspective with the board.

“We do appreciate this op-
portunity to delve into it a little
bit deeper,” said Breedlove. “I've
been serving on the board for 15
years. I'm very proud of our work.
I think we always follow the creed
that we have in our boardroom,
which says, in the best interest
of the students. And that is what
drives us.”

Macon County Board of
Education’s newest board mem-
ber, Diedre Breeden, a Republican,
spoke to commissioners urging
them to terminate the pending
resolution.

“It’s really important to get to
know your candidates at the per-
sonal level, what they stand for,
because as I've said a lot of times
while I was running and campaign-
ing for office, I'm not a politician,”
said Breeden. “Don’t call me that.
You know, I may identify with the
Republican Party, but I'm not a
politician. Because who I identify
as, number one, is a follower of
Christ, a wife, and a2 mom. And
that is what leads how I vote. And
all of us on our board have simi-
lar things that motivate us, and it’s
nota D or an R or an I. There are
people, from the other side, who
also do not support this being a
partisan race for that very issue.”

Breeden continued by saying
that more than the issue of the
county entertaining a resolution to
change the method in which the
board of education is elected, the
issue was how the county was will-
ing to consider such a resolution,
while ignoring the real, genuine
needs of the school system.

“And T think that’s kind of an
undeniable truth that we all have
to accept the grass is green, the
sky is blue, and this is a politically
charged world. So, people want
to know. OK. But here’s my is-
sue with this whole concept,” said
Breeden. “When I first got noti-
fied last month that this was on
your agenda, I took a pause and
I said, OK, is Nantahala on the
agenda? No. The middle school
track? No. Those are the issues
that over the last year are in a little
red book I carry around. The vot-
ers are reaching out to me with
their concerns; all the real-time is-
sues that impact our students, our
teachers, our staff, our families.
Those are the things that I want
to see discussed between our two
boards.”

Commissioner Danny An-
toine said that since the Novem-
ber meeting he had spoken with
several people, members of the
board of education included and
now has a different perspective of
the issue and because of that and
his desire to support the board
of education, he made a motion
to terminate any further discus-
sion on a resolution to make the
local board of education partisan
and that motion was seconded by

Commissioner Josh Young,

Commissioner John Shearl
said he believes the board should
be elected on a partisan basis, in
line with state and national trends.

“This is a much bigger pic-
ture on the state and national level.
Almost half of the school districts
in North Carolina went to partisan
races? It seems like there is a much
bigger problem in education be-
yond Macon County,” he said.

Shear] then said the Macon
County Board of Education has
limited power and authority over
the education of Macon County
children.

“Politics is in every breath
that we take. And it just seems
like the five school board mem-
bers feel like it’s a direct attack on
them personally without regard to
what they’re doing for the kids,”
said Shearl. “We understand what
you’re doing for the kids. But who
sets the policies above and beyond
the Macon County school system?.
These policies are handed down to
the Macon County school system,
and you follow them, and you have
very limited power when it comes
to how the school system actually
operates.”

Chairman  Breedlove  re-
sponded and clarified to Commis-
sioner Sheatl that the local board
does in fact have significant au-
thority over local schools and that
it is his belief that politics play no
role in those decisions.

“With all due respect, I dis-
agree with the assumption that
you just had about politics,” said
Breedlove. “I'm not worried about
state politics. We operate just like
your board does. We have a lot of
control on how the school system
in Macon County conducts itself,
how our curticulum is established,
and how we try to do our best for
our students to succeed. So, we
don’t care, bluntly, about national
politics. I don’t care about state
politics. Our goal is to do what is
in the best interest of the Macon
County students, period. That’s all
we’re trying to do.”

The Macon County Board of
Commissioners voted 4-1 to ter-
minate the resolution to make the
local school board race partisan
with Commissioner John Shearl
casting the lone dissenting vote.
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Vacation Rentals

SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
(rystul & Gem Gullery

Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Highlands is calling

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

- PR - < e REALTORS
Country Club Properties : :
Your local hometown H|gh|and8 Proper“es

4.22+/- Sloping acres on

Whiteside Mountain Rd,
Highlands

Mountain masterpiece.

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com (8] para lleled blend

(PAC)

i ag Real Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
- " = 3 Offices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 |nfo@h|ghlandS|scaII|ng com . .
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC www.CCPHighlandsNC.com highland ) | | K i of sophistication and
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com . . www.highlandsproperties.com ol Tarcompesgmhena comfort.
Up-close and long-range
i T T ! = - L views. 4 BD suites.
@ n"' 1 {//n b o, Qa—ﬂ"'l J""E""Hf | - - — Gated entrance
I o) i MLS #: R103071.
. : F ! i t [
THE ertorming Arts Center i Offered for $5.3M

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HATH WAY REALTY

HOMESERVI

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS ]
home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection I
Specialist : 7 {1
(404) 218-9123 \ ; -
iy — !:-'-q T =

itzi@bhhsmmr.com

s

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @
gmail.com

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Top 5% of
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

Highlands

Reehes

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s Team RickSteve LANDMARK
INTERNATIONAL REALTY The Power of 2 ?Ef}éfmiius BYCATON FEkiAS
. . Trusted advi :
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC proJil(lisiileg i‘IlIl gésc(glsble 50 ﬁl ces across the p lateau!
personalized service HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA . % .
office: 828.526.8300 » cell: 828.337.0706 We are home. PAM N;';tlg gf\b‘l—éﬁi‘ggzi? sacgsv AHOO.COM

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Sheryl Wilson sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com




#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Broker in Charge
" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

| 295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Stronger together!

tate

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

Put Allen

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
i s

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

BRIAN RENFRO CELL: 828-226-0118
EROKER BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

l‘ Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
| 828.526.4525

GLOBAL PRESENCE

Leading i,

patallenrealtygroup.com

i
A

L ',,. .
_".I"
‘\&-ﬂ

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

Highlands Sﬂth'-h}"'

404.307.1415

BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com

and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

SOTHEBY'S INTERNATONAL REALTY

WIT_D THTME GﬂURMET

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street » 526-4035

Open for
Lunch &
Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

4

ULUF\.JE 20

26,000

JCIATES

www.wildthymegourmet.com

WORLDWIDE
1,075
OFFICES WORLDWIDE
)
1
COUNTIRES &
TERRITORIES

Cw WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Open for our
29th season =
Wed.-Sun.
Bistro opens at 4p :
Dinner begins at 5:30p [

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
éﬁ) Restaurant
*~"on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




