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Mayor encourages feedback and more

The Town Board wrapped
up 2023 with its meeting on Dec.
14 which was held a week earlier
than usual.

Mayor Pat Taylor opened the
meeting with his report saying he

H.A.N.D.S.
is seeking
donations
for annual
Christmas
Dinner

H.AN.DS. (Highlands Area
Nonprofit Donation Sharing), a
local 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation, is seeking your support
for its annual Christmas Dinner
fundraiser. This special event,
held at the Highlands Country
Club, is a cherished tradition that
brings the community together
while raising funds for essential
local nonprofits.

Since 2001, H.AN.D.S. has
raised over $250,000 to support a
wide range of organizations, in-
cluding the Library, Fire Depart-
ment, Food Pantry, Big Brothers/
Big Sisters, R.E.A.C.H and more.

This year’s proceeds will
benefit three critical nonprofits
dedicated to early childhood de-
velopment and childcare in the

* See HANDS page 7

appreciated the feedback he’s got-
ten from the business community
regarding the board’s and the ad-
ministration’s perceived attitude
toward the business community.
He said after the New Year

he plans on having a forum with
business members to discuss is-
sues brought to light and encour-
aged people to keep the feedback
coming to him via text, phone call

* See FEEDBACK page |1

Clerk of Macon County Superior Court Shawna Lamb administered the
Oath of Office for Highlands’ newly elected commissioners.

- Photo by Jim Lewicki

New Town Board members
were seated Dec. 14

At the December 14 Town
Board meeting, the three newly

elected Town Board members,
* See MEMBERS page ||

Highlands We extend our warmest wishes to you for a joyous holiday

Sotheby’s

INTERHATIONAL REALTY

114 N, 4th Street | (828) 526.8300 - 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828

season filled with peace, goodwill, and happiness.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

) 5264104

Merry Chrlstmas'
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Citizens demand apology
from Commissioner Shearl

By Brittney Lofthouse

After Macon County Com-
missioner John Sheatl called for
the resignation of County Manager
Derek Roland during the Novem-
ber board of commissioners meet-
ing, citizens took to social media
to share their disappointment in
Shearl’s unprofessional behavior.

With Sheatl’s claims littered
with false information and incor-
rect numbers regarding county
procedure and historical budget
figures, citizens demanded an apol-
ogy from Commissioner Sheatl,
who just completed his first year
on the board.

Retited Macon County Sheriff
Robert Holland, was one of many
who signed up to speak during the
public comment period at the De-
cember Commission meeting to
share their stance on Shearls un-
called outbursts, hoping it would
result in a public apology for Ro-
land, who has spent more than a
decade working for Macon County.

Despite the urging of citizens,
Commissioner Shearl not only re-
fused to offer an apology, he dou-
ble-downed and reiterated his per-

sonal grievances with the county
managet.

“Let me be clear that I'm not
against any county employee, as the
haters falsely claim,” said Commis-
sioner Shearl. “We all appreciate
their work, the same as we appreci-
ate those in the private sector. I am
a retired firefighter, an emergency
medical responder and a high
school baseball coach. But none of
us are special because of where we
work. Again, I have stated I will al-
ways be grateful to county employ-
ees. If anyone says that 'm against
employees, they’re lying and caus-
ing division. However, I am against
overstaffing. The taxpayers should
not be paying for what is not need-
ed. I fully support capital improve-
ments that we can afford. There is
a cost for everything and Macon
County is forced to live within its
means without burden to the tax-
payer. The taxpayers are the source
of income for Macon County and
the county employees. Before we
can allocate a single dime to any ex-
penditure, we must first get it from
the hardworking taxpayers who I

* See APOLOGY page 22

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

on the hill
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End of the year update

e Christmas season gives us
time to slow down and re-
flect. I did just that after the

December Town Board meeting.
I realized that meeting marked the
tenth anniversary of my first swear-
ing-in as Mayor of Highlands. It
continues every day to be a humble
honor to serve as mayor.

I have tried over the years to
communicate with Highlanders.
Fifty-two weekly newspaper articles
multiplied by ten equals 520 articles.
The same goes for weekly radio
shows. Steve Day and I were laugh-
ing, reminiscing about all those re-
cordings last Friday.

In the last two years, I have created a per-
sonal website where I again try to keep folks
updated. At AskMayorPat.com, there are now
over 100 weekly updates and special report
videos available on the website. Matthew Eb-
erz works with me each week in producing
the videos, whether it is an iPhone clip from
my home or office or a production shoot at
a Highlands location. I appreciate Matthew’s
support, as well as working with Kim Lewicki,
Ryan Hatchett, Brian O’Shea, and Steve Day
to keep the community informed.

I am aware that some may feel that my
communications straddle a fine line between
being informative for the community and be-
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

coming a spin exercise by Mayor
Pat. Always feel free, like the press
folks do, to keep me honest and
forthcoming;

Now that we have completed
this year’s election, folks are asking
me whether I will run for another
term. My response is that I have
two more years in this current third
term. At this halfway point, I still
have work to do before I make the
decision whether or not to seck
re-election. To paraphrase Robert
Frost, I have miles to go before I
decide.

In the meantime, I see several
emerging projects that we can all work together
to achieve. Exactly how they will come about re-
mains to be determined.

Please drop by the lobby of the recre-
ation center and look at the conceptual drawing
of a new playground facility. It is a wonderful
concept for providing children with a fantastic
space for play and exploration. Other commu-
nities like Blowing Rock and Greenville have
major playground spaces, and now it is time for
Highlands to have one, too. I foresee a private/
public partnership emerging this year to make
this project a reality.

Also, I see a public and private coalition
forming to build a new facility for an after-school
program for children of working families. We
have a critical need for childcate in Highlands,
and this facility would meet one essential part
of a total childcare program. I hope the town
and county can partner with the Cashiers Boys
and Gitls Club to make this facility and program
a reality. The Boys and Gitls Club is the expert
in delivering after-school and summer programs
like the ones we need in Highlands.

As stated in my article last week, the plateau
community needs to explore how the critical
workforce housing shortage can be addressed.
This problem is huge, and no one entity can
solve the problem. It will require the community
to work together.

Finally, town staff will be very busy this
year implementing the major projects that were
funded by the legislature. The Dog Mountain
water project should get under construction late
in 2024. The pre-clarifier tank project at the wa-
ter plant and the Mirror Lake dredging projects
will follow after all the design and planning re-
quirements are met. Our staff is up to the task
of moving these projects forward.

It could be a very interesting and exciting
year, even beyond the impending elections in
November.

Merry Christmas to you and your families,
and a Happy New Year to Highlands.
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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AT HALF-MILE FARM & OLD EDWARDS INN | JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 2024
8| a = " 2

Half-Mile Farm Acorns Madison’s Restaurant Fitness Center Old Edwards Inn
Stay at Half-Mile Farm 25% off entire Enjoy a complimentary glass of Attend any of our Stay at Old Edwards
from $165 per night purchase, some sparkling wine when reserving a dinner fitness or yoga classes Inn from $195 per night
through March. exclusions apply. table at Madison’s Restaurant. for $25 per class. through March.

Local ID is required from Clay, Graham, Haywood, Cherokee, Macon, Jackson, Swain, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount.

*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sundays - Thursdays.
January through March 2024. Excludes holidays.
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$550 000 | MLS 103057 | 3 BED | 2 BATH

Office: 828-526-4663

56 LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
Cell: 828-787-1895

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Pam Nellis

‘]{ummmgblrd

mmmm—— 1L, OWAN(CHD,

DINNER & COCKTAILS

Located on the second floor
of Old Edwards Inn

* INVESTING AT 4,118

It's a Wonderful Life!

t this time of the
yeat while we are cel-
ebrating the holidays

with family and friends, it is
worthwhile to reflect on our
many blessings. Those of us
who live on The Plateau may |
count the location that we
call “home” as one of our |
deepest blessings. Listening
to a podcast recently, a book
was discussed called “Bowl-
ing Alone.” It was published
in 2000 on the thesis that
healthy democracies depend
on social connectedness
called “social capital.”

One of the central arguments of the
book is that civic engagement and organi-
zational involvement experienced marked
declines during the second half of the
twentieth century continuing into the twen-
ty-first century. Church membership and
attendance and philanthropic generosity
continue to fall, according to the updated
version of this book republished in 2020.
According to the book, these declining
situations detetiorate social trust in cities
and communities which leads to alienation
and unhappiness. Considering this theory
caused me to compare our special spot on
the planet to these trends across the United
States. It is my opinion that our area is the
opposite of the lack of social capital studied
and documented by the author.

The increasing popularity of this area
highlights that the Highlands/Cashiers Pla-
teau is rich in social capital. Per the “Tax
Exempt World” website there are 111 non-
profits just in Highlands alone. Watching
the Highlands Christmas parade this year il-
luminates the support of so many local citi-
zens passionately supporting their favorite

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers
Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

charities. The many cultural
activities in the area provide
gathering places to socialize
and befriend many diverse
backgrounds represented in
this community. The tapes-
try of involvement in this
community establishes a
golden glow of trustwor-
thiness amongst neighbors
on the Plateau. The volun-
teerism and financial sup-
port of these non-profit
organizations is testament
to the social empathy of our
community.

Just as in the movie “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life” starring Jimmy Stewart in 1946,
the Town of Bedford Falls rallied around
their own. The Andy Griffith Show which
ran 249 episodes in the 1960s was very
similar to the social connectedness that
we experience in this area where “every-
body knows your name.” Sitcoms such as
Cheers, Friends and Seinfeld demonstrate
that strong relationships are the foundation
of happiness and joy across all communi-
ties. Not all communities have the benefit
of social capital that we have in our com-
munity. Thus, this holiday season, I want to
express my sincere gratitude for everyone
that shares themselves and their lives with
the residents of this beautiful area con-
tributing to our deep well of social capital.
Happy Holidays, dear friends!

* Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands and
Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty with three
offices across the Platean with over thirty of the top
producing brokers in this area. For the last twenty-
three years, they have successfully proven that they
can represent you with all of your real estate needs.
You can reach them at 828.526.4104.

‘Community Coat Drive’ is underway all
over town

There are 12 locations to drop off
coats, gloves and warm winter wear: 1st
Presbyterian Church, the United Meth-
odist Church , 1st Baptist Church, Our
Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church,
the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation,
First Bank, the Highlands Civic Center,
the Performing Arts Center, Don Leon’s

restaurant, Community Bible Church, and
Dauntless Printers.

Winter wear can be dropped off
Monday-Friday, 8a to 2p and Saturdays 9a
to 1p.

Please donate work coats and coats
that are new or gently worn.
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EVERY DAY IS A REASON TO CELEBRATE
WHEN YOU OWN YQUR OWN HOME.

¥

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

HOMESERVICES

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | 828.526.1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are @
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Merry Clistnaas! |
. #ﬂppy Newr Year!

[NOLFGANG'S

RESTALIRANT & WINE BISTRO

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair
Open December 26, 27, 28, 30
Bistro 4pm | Dining Room 5:30pm
Open New Year’s Eve December 31
Dining Room 5:30pm | Bistro Closed
Closed January | Reopening February 15

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

IGHL ANDS DINING ®

oresla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Take-out &

Dine-in
(Reservations only)
Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

" TUES-SAT
~ DINNER STARTS
@ 5:30 PM

EET. ﬁ 1990
e e e

RESTAURANT
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed.—Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

Special Holliday
Dinner Events

December 25th:

Cotswolds Christmas Day Dinner
Reservations from Ipm - 6pm.
$90 adults, $45 kids, $45 wine pairing.

December 3 lst:
Celebrate with HMH NYE Dinner.
Reservations from 5:30- 9:30 with
live music,
and then ring in the New Year with

champagne toasts at midnight.
$130 per person with $65 wine pairing

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Fri. & Sat.
5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

Homemade Ice Cream
featuring all time Favorite Flavors
PLUS:

Tequila ° Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

Cy
ﬁdae DS
- Cones
S Milkshakes
Inootb ieg

ce Crea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

828-526-4035

OURMET

a U R

WILD THYME G

& M T

8 T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days/6 nights
Closed Wed. night

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

The Holidays are approaching!
Now is the time to order your
HOLIDAY CHARCUTERIE BOARDS & MORE
and make plans for Ho[iday Parties.

. . ; i

Call
e & The Secret Garden
in The Village
Square behind K-H
Founders Park.

208 N. 5th St.
Village Square
(828) 305-7509

The school board needs
qualified thinkers not

partisan robots

Dear Editor,

Based on comments and actions by the Macon County
Commissioners since they took office, it is clear that the only
reason the county commissioners want the school board to
be partisan is they want a Republican school board that will
be a rubber stamp for the actions the commissioners want
to take regarding the school system.

The school board should NOT be partisan. The school
board should be composed of independent and qualified
thinkers and only concerned with doing what is best for the
students of Macon County.

T agree 100% with the recent vote by the current school
board that it should remain non-partisan.

David Christopher
Scaly Mountain

HFW is a ‘positive’
for Highlands

Dear Editor,

We read the recent letter-to-the editor expressing
a negative view of our town’ annual Highlands Food &
Wine Festival, and we wanted to offer a different perspec-
tive — one that is an expression of gratitude for the positive
impact the festival has on our community.

In its 7th year, this weekend-long festival has consis-
tently provided a positive spark to the Town of Highlands.
It has garnered national recognition, which in turn has bol-
stered retailers, increased occupancy and, most importantly,
led to substantial contributions to local non-profit organi-
zations and conservation initiatives.

We appreciate the Highlands Food & Wine Festival
and its broader impact on the community, which extends
well beyond the opportunity to entertain clients, friends
and family in the town we cherish.

Sincerely,

Your Highlands Neighbors

Aubrey Agnew, The Highlands Hatter; Jack Austin*;
David and Lori Bee, Highlands Vacation Rentals; David
& Debi Bock*; David Bock Builders, Kyle & Erin Bryner,
Blue Bike Café; Jay Calloway, Bardo; Leslie Cook, The
Business Spot; Tricia Cox, Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Meadows Mountain Realty; Thomas Craig*, High-
lands Dive; Kay Craig, The Ugly Dog Public House; Mar-
jorie N. Deal*, The Laurel Magazine; Richard & Melissa
Delany, OEI, Bill Edwards, Retired Banker; Pat Gleeson*,
Christie’s International Real Estate; Bryan Lewis, High-
lands Smokehouse; Steve Mehder*, ABC Board; Marlene

Osteen*, The Laurel Magazine; Steve Palmer*, Indigo
Road Hospitality Group; Kiki Donikian and Clarissa Pow-
ell; Stubborn Seeds at Mill Creek; Rachel Price, The Secret

Garden; Jason Reeves, Highlander Mountain House and
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern, Mary Adair Trumbly*,
Highlands Performing Arts Center, Hilary Wilkes* High-
land Hiker
*Asterisk denotes Highlands Festivals, Inc. Board menibers

..H.A.N.D.S. continued from
page 1

Highlands area:

* Highlands Community Child Development Center
(HCCDC) provides high-quality childcare and education
for children ages eight weeks to five years. This Center
started in the First Presbyterian Church basement before
moving to its new building in 2005 and was the first and
only year-round, state-licensed, 5-day per week, 10 hour
per day childcare program in Highlands. In March 2023,
HCCDC expanded to the Episcopal Church of the Incar-
nation to assist with the growing need for affordable and
quality childcare on the plateau.

* The Gordon Center offers a comprehensive range
of services for children ages one through five. All classes
are held at the United Methodist Church.

* The Literacy and Learning Center promotes literacy
and learning for children and adults through its tutoring
programs and resource center. To assist with the needs of
our local families that work at so many of the businesses
on the mountain, LLC is adding a Pre-K Program to help
with the ever growing need for quality childcare.

Through the enthusiasm of the community, the 2023
Christmas Day Dinner sold out in less than four hours!
However, your donations to these childcare centers will
make a direct impact on the lives of Highlands families.

Please consider making a donation to support this
important cause. Your generosity will help us reach our
fundraising goal and ensure that these vital nonprofits
can continue their vital work. All donations go directly to
these organizations.

Send a check payable to H. AN.D.S, PO Box 2834,
Highlands, NC 28741

For those with reservations please bring your dona-
tion to the Highlands Country Club during the Christmas
Dinner event.

Thank you for your support of H AN.D.S. and our
community’s nonprofit organizations. Together, we can
make a difference in the lives of our children and families.

- Submitted

1 ISEASON':

: . . Are you not so jolly’

becauseofa . .
drinking problem?
Make the call to AA
828-349-4357(HELP)
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The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

?Val Icy

COUNTRY CLL

¢ Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
® Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

Performing Arts Center
t Street | Highlands, NC 28741
erf o_{m_ingArts.com
1:4}7 :L.gﬁqu_ffice@HighlandsPerformingArts.com

* INK PENN ®

Scenic Wales or Coastal Maine?

“When I read a good book,
115 like traveling the world without
ever leaving my chair.”

hat quote from Rich-
ard Peck perfectly fits
this  week’s books,

one set in Wales and the
other on the coast of Maine.

Murder in the Valleys
by Pippa McCathie
This is my first Pippa

McCathie mystery, and I am
so glad I found it. I downloaded her boxset,
and I’m looking forward to books 2 & 3 in
the series. Fabia Havard and Matt Lambert
are the leads, and I particularly like how Mc-
Cathie allows their back stories to unfold
slowly. You know that Fabia took a lengthy
sick leave from the police department and
has now retired, but something isn’t quite
right about the situation.

The whys and wherefores come in bits
as the book progresses, as do the details
about her relationship with Matt Lambert,
a close colleague who is now a DCI. Mean-
while, Matt is investigating the murder of
a young gitl, a mystery that is well plotted.

Not only did the story keep me guess-
ing, the descriptions of the countryside in
Wiales transported me across the pond. I
could easily imagine the river, the moun-
tains in the distance, the village, and the
church. If you want to be engrossed in a
mystery with well-developed characters and
descriptions that bring the setting to life,
this book’ for you.

The Spy Coast
by Tess Gerritsen

You may recall Tess Gerritsen as
the author of the Rizzoli & Isles mystet-
ies, which were turned into a TNT series.
I thoroughly enjoyed the show, but I nev-
er read the books. It’s her medical thriller
“Harvest” that sticks out in my mind. Now;,
the author has turned her attention to a spy
thriller.

The seaside village of Purity, Maine is
home to a group of government retirees, but
don’t expect needlepoint and knitting from
this gang of former CIA operatives. Unlike
the characters in the Thursday Murder Club
mysteries, these retirees have no interest in
chasing killers and solving crimes—until

Kathy Manos Penn

their past comes calling.

Maggie Bird, the main
character, is happy raising
her chickens and chasing off
the occasional fox. Haunted
by memories of her last mis-
sion and what it cost her,
revisiting the career that
took her around the globe
is something she wants to
avoid.

When a dead body
shows up in her driveway,
though, she is forced into action. Of
course, the local police are called in to in-
vestigate and soon the state police join in
too. And, of course, the locals are always
one step behind the former spies.

The last thing they are going to do is
share information with the police. Do they
know who’s responsible? No, but they have
a few candidates in mind. Will Maggie go
on the run? Not if she can help it. She and
her friends, who’ve dubbed themselves
“The Martini Club,” employ their well-
honed skills and call in favors from their old
network. Identifying the puppet master will
require all their combined skills. Not only
must Maggie fend off questions from Jo
Thibodeau, the local police chief, she’s now
involved in an international search.

The twists and turns in this thriller
will keep you guessing, and you’ll be glad
to know it’s labeled “The Martini Club
Book 1.7 A second book is already listed
on Amazon, though it won’t be published
until 2025. Meanwhile, Book I has been op-
tioned by Amazon Studios for a television
series.

I visited Bangkok, Istanbul, and Lon-
don in this book, and T can’t wait to see
where the next one will take me. Until then,
I may return to the lush green scenery of
Wales in the Pippa McCathie series. But
first, I need to tear myself away from the
Australian outback in the latest book I'm
reading; Stay tuned. I’'m sure I'll write about
that one soon.

* Award-winning anthor Kathy Manos Penn
is a Georgia resident. Find her cogy mysteries at
Shakespeare & Co. in Highlands, Franklin Of-
fice Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact
her at inkpenni 19@gmail.com, and follow her on
Facebook,  www,facebook.com/ KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/.
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...to be thankful, and we’re thankful for you!
Wishing you a_joyful holiday season filled with love and laughter.

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE | 828.526.8784
fﬂate Z): [ A % CASHIERS OFFICE | 800.210.0321 #1 in the Carolinas
SAPPHIRE OFFICE | 828.507.3165

Realtors®
PORTFOLIO

fEPALITIGROUP WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE | 828.526.4525 !
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e BusiINESS/ ORGANIZATION NEWS ®

Gary named Interim Executive Director of Highlands Blologlcal Foundation

The H1ghlands Biological
Foundation (HBF) is pleased to
announce the appointment of
Winter Gary as its Interim Execu-
tive Director. With four years of
full-time dedication to HBEF, Gary
has not only become an integral

part of the team but has played a
pivotal role in shaping the Founda-
tion’s growth and success.

Armed with Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degrees in Environmental
Science and Psychology, she first
encountered HBF through a trans-

formative semester in UNC-Chapel
Hill’s Highlands Field Site program
where she studied in residence at
the Highlands Biological Station
(a multi-campus center of WCU),
conducting environmental research
and learning about the impact hu-

lmw & "’{/&au

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | « Open Year Round

mans have on the
southern  Appala-
chian region.

In 2019,
Gary returned to
Highlands as a
Naturalist at the
Highlands Nature
Center, immersing
herself in educa-
tional program-
ming and sharing
our region’s natural 4

ganization’s lead-
ership transition.
“The Foundation
plays a dual role,
supporting  indi-
viduals’ love for
the area through
educational  pro-
grams while ac-
tively funding
&3 research projects
1 that deepen our
understanding of
the region’s natu-

wonders with the Wi
inter Gary
. ral wonders and
community.  Fol- )
lowing her season, she joined the  importance

HBF part-time, working alongside
then-Executive Director, Char-
lotte Muir, and transitioning to
full-time in January 2020.

“It feels like a full circle mo-
ment - coming to the Station as
a student and now stepping into
a guiding role for the Founda-
tion,” Gary expressed. “Through
my different positions, I've seen
how our programming and out-
reach efforts spark curiosity and
appreciation for the natural world
across generations.”

HBF’s Board President,
John Mitchener, feels confident
that Gary’s appointment as In-
terim Executive Director will
ensure a seamless continuation
of HBF’s work through the or-

of their preservation. Winter’s
understanding of this role and
HBF’s mission overall positions
us for continued growth and im-
pact,” stated Mitchener.

Throughout her tenure,
Gary has been a driving force
behind HBFs member and
community ~ communications,
and she has played a pivotal
role in fundraising initiatives
and program services. She often
consults other regional nonprof-
its to assist them in their mis-
sions as well.

To learn more about HBF’s
work and how you can become
involved, visit highlandsbiologi-
cal.otg/foundation.

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
1a to 3p

L)ON[ EON S Eoeers

I’'m baaaaaack again!

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak ¢ Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ® Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 @ 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

Highlands

DoN[EON'S




.MEMBERS contmued from page 1

John Dotson, Brian Stiehler, and
Jeff Weller were sworn into of-
fice by MC Clerk of Superior
Court Shawna Lamb.

Of Highlands 1,013 regis-
tered voters, only 420 turned out
to vote with more than half of
those registered to vote not cas-
ing a ballot.

Incumbent Commissioner
Brian Stiehler got the highest
number of votes at 285 and now
embarks on his fourth, 4-year
term. On election day, 97 people
voted for him, 185 voted eatly
and 3 voted absentee.

Next up was newcomer Jeff
Weller who got 255 votes - 103
cast on election day, 149 early
voters and 3 voted absentee.

Third up, was incumbent
John “Buz” Dotson who got 235
votes and now embarks on his
fifth, 4-year term. On election
day 69 people voted for him, 163
voted eatly and 3 voted absentee.

When asked for comments,
Commissioner Dotson simply
said, “Merry Christmas!”

Commissioner Stiehler
said he always looks forward to
the December meeting because
Commissioner Dotson comes
dressed for the season in his red
jacket, festive tie and socks.

Commissioner Weller said
he was excited to be on the
board. “I look forward to work-
ing with everyone,” he said.

Prior to the swearing in,
Mayor Pat Taylor presented out-

K TAYLOK B

appreciation.

going Commissioner Marc Hehn
with a plaque of appreciation for
his time on the board.

Hehn thanked the mayor and
the board and “the amazing em-
ployees who accomplish so much
with the tools they have to work
with.”

He came to the board with
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal in his sights and said he was
disappointed that the issue of
hospital employee housing didn’t
become a reality.

“Hospital housing is needed.

..FEEDBACK continued from page 1

or email.

With winter weather ap-
proaching he reminded people
not to call 9-1-1 about power
outages, but to call Town Hall.

During Town Manager Josh
Ward’s report he said Town Hall
will be closed Dec. 25 and Dec.
26 and said there won’t be trash
pickup on Christmas Day.

He also gave a heartfelt
thank you to Art and Angela
Williams who donated $30,000
for the pool heaters which need-
ed to be replaced.

The 10-year-old heater was
only heating the pool to 72 de-
grees. Two new heaters were
purchased for $39,000 and now

the pool water is where it’s sup-
posed to be — at 82 degrees. The
remaining $9,000 was taken from
the pool fund.

A public hearing to change
verbiage in the UDO regarding
Exterior Commercial Lighting
was held with little input from the
audience. However, Highlands
Newspaper co-owner Jim Le-
wicki, who is out the early hours
every Thursday AM said for safe-
ty reasons the string lights should
be allowed.

“I am constantly looking
over my shoulder for bears and
people who like to hang out in
dark spaces,” he said.

Regardless, the amendment

Mayor Pat Taylor presented Commmissioner Hehn with a plaque of

- Photo by Kim Lewicki

We were able to recruit four doc-
tors but two moved away due
to the lack of housing,” he said.
“But I think the town has a very
bright future.”

In January the regular Work-
session and Town Board meet-
ings will resume — that being the
third Thursday of each month
with the worksession at 6 p.m.
and the Town Board meeting be-
ginning at 7 p.m.

- Kim Lewicki

to the UDO was passed 4-1
with Commissioner Hehn voting
against the change.

The purpose of the Exterior
Commercial Lighting section of
the UDO is to provide direction
in controlling exterior lighting to
enhance the areas being lit and
not adversely affect motorists,
pedestrians, and adjacent proper-
ties.

The changes to the ordi-
nance deal with “string lighting”
which can only be used as accent
lights for dining areas like a deck,
pavilion, or porch, and private
property walkways. They may not
be located on or over publicly

* See FEEDBACK page 15
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Highlands Annual

Christmas Day Dinner

Charity fundraiser to benefit:
- Literacy and Learning Center of
Highlands,
» The HCCDC, and
« The Gordon Center

All donations go directly é
to these organizations

0
Please consider making .

adonation to support
this important cause.
Your generousity will
help us reach our
fundraising goal and
ensure that these vital
nonprofits can continue
their vital work.

Donations can be made to:
H.A.N.D.S.
Highlands Area Nonprofit Donation
Sharing
PO Box 2834
Highlands, NC 28741
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Holiday Shopplng in on in Highlands!

WE HA\?’E YOUR HOL_I]}'}}’S COV'ERED
—=v G

MV Laf:rg:mar -for Men & Women

v ComﬂmMm & Women’s Cintirmg
v Sbuss ﬁsr Women

o .'--_':-

We wiII be open ChristmaS"E'vweJSl'j'n' Dec. 24

s The.E}{change

nrl‘aen

> NC, 2 miles South of Main Street
(828) 526- E{I'“? | I"} £)526-1029

N Zﬂbﬂ Dillard Rifrad
.

\

Come visit Peak Experience for
Fine American Handcrafts including
Pottery, Jewelry, Fun Gifts and More!

Unique, atffordable gifts h.rr evervone on vour list!

) ‘ 2 d (9

Highlands, NC

vTHE MOLLY GRACE

Come dress yourself
and your home for
the holidays
The Molly Grace!
(Across from Town Hall)

(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

d{-ﬂ.é* &

End of
Season

Christmas

SALE!

5. 4th Street
526-4473

338 Main St.
526-4777

Highlands

WESTMAN ATELIER

Mercantile is OPEN!

Augustinus Bader

Fine goods for your family and home.

Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee * Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818
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Holiday Shopping is on in Highlands!

PLA
N=T

by Lauren G

s

P korow/

SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFINESS

DOLCECABO

JOHNNY WAS
JULIE VOS _[2 4,0 Blee.

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

@ XCV/|

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Check out our new store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107

" DIy SIvg

HIGHLANDS HC

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
« Gadgets
o Tabletop
e Stemware
 Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.
Highlands

Holiday
SALE is on
NOW!

Save up to
50% on
Fall clothing.
Get your holiday
shopping done
and save

$$%$

2%,

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p * Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

9 NATURAL SELECTON

It’s time to
buy for

Viistrnas
al,

%
5@?&@/76$%z%?

(828)421-3546 343A Main St.

Come dress for
the holidays

ATTAEAR

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply

&
@ * Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana
Jeans by:
Joes « AG

izens

* Mother

* Blowfish
¢ Matisse

Don’t miss our
upstairs SALE room!

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

. B2B-526-9122
361 Main St — = - 3 ——
. wWww.Corrico.com
Highlands M-S 10-6
(Next to Annawear) Sunday 12-5

526-4660

)
Sfalter

Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

=

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.
(Across from Town Hall)




Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Dec. 21,2023 - 828-200-1371

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

*Biz/OrG NEWS®

Waite of Boys & Girls Club wins award

The Boys and Gitls
Club of the Plateau is
proud to announce that
their CEO, Carmen
Whaite, has been awarded
the Richard Ullom CEO
Rookie of the Year
award. This honorable
award was established
in 1995 to recognize the
outstanding new CEO
in the SE region for
their service and leader-
ship.

Carmen was cho-
sen as she is a vision-
ary with a strong busi-
ness acumen and, in a
short time, has shown
impressive results. She
has been a significant
contributor to the club’s
success by championing
growth, leading to an unbelievable 300%
increase in average daily attendance. She
has also focused on actualizing the strategic

Carmen Waite

plan to ensure the con-
tinued sustainability of
the organization in the
future.

With a passion-
ate focus on teens, she
oversaw the comple-
4 tion and opening of a
4 new building in 2023,
and in 2024, will open
a new standalone teen
center and a second
facility in Highlands.
Carmen is a mentor
to both the children
and the staff, and she
has shown an ability to
build morale and ca-
pacity across all levels
of the club. As a re-
sult of her efforts, not
only are more youth
being served, but their
club experience has been greatly enhanced.
Congratulations to Carmen Wiaite for a job

well done!

Mountain Findings donates to combat
food insecurity

Community partner Mountain Findings
has extended a significant donation to the
Highlands Emergency Council (EC) as a part
of their social impact initiative.

The donation facilitated the purchase
of a new food storage refrigeration unit for
EC, allowing the council to provide fresh,
nutritious food boxes to the region’s food-
disadvantaged population. The funds also
went toward upgrading several windows
in the EC building to high-efficiency mod-
els, making for a safer, more sustainable
environment for both EC volunteers and
beneficiaries.

Highlands Emergency Council’s Vice
President, Marie Johnson, expressed her
gratitude, highlighting how such private
donations stretch federal, state, and local
funds, thereby increasing their ability to serve
the community. Johnson along with 14 other
volunteers, oversees the monthly distribution
of food boxes to nearly 400 families. Addi-
tionally, the council is committed to serving
those in need beyond food support by also
providing heating fuel, furniture, housewares,
and clothing,

Mountain Findings’ President, Jill
Helmer, echoed Johnson’ sentiments. She
affirmed the empowering effect of assist-
ing others, stressing that their organization
prioritizes projects with significant social
impact — specifically ones targeting human
welfare. Helmer, further expresses, “that
working alongside Highlands Emergency
Council reflects a conscious, systemic, and
sustainable approach to local community
needs.”

This act is representative of the stra-
tegic mission to address disparities within
the healthcare field. By improving access
to nutritious meals, both organizations are
aiming to positively influence several health
factors including improved activity levels,
maternal health, immune system function,
and the reduction of non-communicable
diseases like diabetes and cardiovascular
disease.

To learn more about the ongoing ef-
forts and initiatives of Mountain Findings,
please visit their website at www.Moutain-
Findings.org.



Class.

Merry Christmas from the Gordon
Center for Children at HUMC

By Allison Tate

The Gordon Center for
Children, Inc. would like to thank
its major benefactors for the
2023-2024 academic year: the
A.L. Williams Family Foundation,
Bel Canto Recital, Mike and Becki
Bryson, Ryan and Kayla Bryson,
Matthew Chrestman Carpen-
try, HANDS (Highlands Area
Non-Profit Donation Sharing),
Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce, Highlands Community
Fund (Community Foundation
of WNC), Highlands Decorating
Center, Highlands United Meth-
odist Church, Macon County
Community Foundation (North
Carolina Community Founda-
tion), Macon County Community
Funding Pool (Macon County

Board of Commissioners), Heath
Massey and John Mitchener, Di-
ane and Ray McPhail, Mountain
Findings, the Rotary Club of
Highlands, Commissioner Brian
Stiehler, and Commissioner-Elect
Jeffrey Weller. The grants and do-
nations provided through these
benefactors enable the Gordon
Center for Children to provide
academic scholarships, support
extension activities such as music,
art and exercise classes, purchase
playground equipment, furniture,
books and curriculum supplies,
support a free after school pro-
gram for elementary students,
and provide additional support to
ensure a healthy and safe environ-
ment for our children, teachers,

and staff. The GCC would also

.. FEEDBACK continued from page 11

owned property.

In addition, the string lights
must be turned off at the close
of business each night.

With Commissioner Jeff
Weller vacating the Planning
Board, and Wendall Willard also

vacating his seat, a discussion

was had concerning candidates
for both the Planning Board and
the Zoning Board which also has
a vacancy.

Town Attorney Bob Hage-
mann walked commissioners
through a nomination scenario
where candidates with three or

like to thank other organizations
in the Highlands community who
help support our programs: the
clergy and staff at HUMC, the
Hudson Library, the Highlands
Biological Station, the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust, the High-
lands Rec Park, and the Bascom
Art Center. Thank you, also, to
the Mountain Garden Club for
scholarships in the continuation
of teachers’ education.

The Gordon Center for Chil-
dren, Inc. is a non-profit organi-
zation, an outreach of the High-
lands United Methodist Church,
oversees operation of a half day
preschool program, a full-day
child care center, and a free af-
ter school program through the
gracious hospitality of HUMC.
Many individuals within the
HUMC family and the Highlands-
Cashiers plateau support our
organization through monetary
donations, attending fundraisets,
volunteering time, and offering
words of encouragement and
prayers. Highlands is a special
place that is filled with generous
and gifted organizations that help
the young children in our commu-
nity to flourish. It is a great honor
for the Gordon Center for Chil-
dren to be able to continue the
legacy Wilma Gordon began 40
years ago of providing a caring,
nurturing place to educate young
children in Highlands.

Thank you for your support
in the different ways that have
been displayed. Each act of sup-
port is greatly appreciated! For
more information or to make a
tax-deductible donation, contact
the Gordon Center for Children:
gordoncentetforchildren@yahoo.
com; (828) 526-5084; or PO Box
1959 Highlands, NC 28741.

morte votes would be considered
and voted on by the board.
Anyone interested in apply-
ing for a seat on the Planning or
Zoning Board should pick up an
application at Town Hall.
- Kim Lewicki
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LUTHERAN
CHURCH

OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Christmas Eve

Service
December 24 at 10:30 a.m.

2152 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

Mﬂﬁlﬂlmﬂ&sﬁ&pm«a!
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Join us in celebrating the birth
of our Savior at the
Highlands United Methodist Church

All services are in the Sanctuary
Family-oriented Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
5pm
Christmas Eve Eucharist Service
(approx. 30 min.)
7pm
Lessons and Carols
(approx. 30 min.)
9pm
Midnight Eucharist
11:45pm
(approx. 15-20 min.)

Pastors Randy Lucas and Christine Murphy
315 Main Street * 828-526-3376 * highlandsumc@jicloud.com

o
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COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry
and much more

- (828)
PO  526-4818

On the cor-
ner of 3rd &
Spring

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE:

* The Rec Dept will be closed Mon-
day, Dec. 25th for Christmas Day. The
Pool will be closed Sunday, Dec.24th and

Tuesday, Dec. 26th.
NEW POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and
Sat,10a-11p - 6 lanes. VWater Aerobics:
18 yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 - lam with Kar-
en Chambers.Adult Swim: 18 years old+,
Mon.-Thurs | la-1:30p; Public Swim Mon.
thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. | la-6p and Sun.
I-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

ICE RINK SCHEDULE

* Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-
10p and Saturday’s |-10p; Sundays |-5p.
Also, Sun., Dec. 24, |-5p; Tues. Dec. 26,

11:00am

Joinus for our worship series “Engaging Advent” at

First Presbyterian Church of Highlands

e HiGHI ANDS EVENTS ®

Wed.,, Dec. 27, Mon. Jan. I, Wed, Jan 3
-- 1-8p..

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the
Highlands Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am
at the Rec Park.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class at
the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.The cost for
the class is $25 a month.The class is led
by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

* Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks
they may have a drinking problem or for
anyone interested in the A.A. program
of recovery. Highlands Mountain View
Group holds open meetings in High-
lands at the First Presbyterian Church,
471 Main St.,on Monday at 5:30 PM and
Wednesday and Friday at noon.The Ca-
shiers Valley Groupholds open meetings
at the Albert Carlton Cashiers Commu-

)

Creative CoNcerTs SALON

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
* Facials
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

nity Library Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday
at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and
Saturday at 9 AM. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.aawnc80.org or
to speak with a member of AA 24/7 at
828-349-4357

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the 1800s
that provides grants and loans to wom-
en with financial need who want to
return to school or further their edu-
cation meets at 10 a.m. More meeting
places call president Paula McDonald at
706-372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-
6:15pm at the Hudson Library Meeting
Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets
on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm.
Writers still uncomfortable with in-
person gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings For more information
contact Bud Katz at either 828-526-
3190 or at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park
8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight,
and high repetition to shape and tone.
Learn proper form and range of motion
to safely target all muscle groups for a
metabolic boost and feel great.

* At Hudson Library, Nature Kids
on selected Tuesday mornings, For
more info call the Hudson Library at
828-526-3031

» At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop
for Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM.
Facilitated by Sam Renken, this group
has a simple mission: to foster and pro-

Owner /Stylist:

Sunday, December 17 Sunday Celebration: We Prepare

Thursday, December 21 12:00pm  Service of Light: We Remember Lacy Jane Villardo VId.e consistent 'c'ommu'nlty for local
Stylists: writers thereby giving writers of all ages
Sunday, December 24 11:00am  Sunday Celebration: We Hope Heather Escandon and genres the opportunity to write,
4:30pm  Harp Prelude by Jillionna Plemmons M ie Bard read, revise, and present their work to
5:00pm  Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight: We Rejoice aggle ar e‘n the group.
Desiray Schmitt * ESL classes are held at the Presby-
All are welcome! Lauren Buckely terian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
Todos son bienvenidos! Nail Tech: 6:30pm. No registration required — just

show up and participate. Questions?
call 828-526 — 0863 or email info@ma-
conncliteracy.org

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-

Jenna Schmitt

471 Main Street
Highlands, North Carolina
828.526.3175
www.fpchighlands.org

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main
Highlands




cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first Wednesday of
each month at || AM. This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend.The November
| program is Dementia: A Deeper Un-
derstanding. Reservations are required
for this free event.To register, stop by
the library or call 828-526-3031.

Wed. thru Nov. 22

* The Bascom:A Center for theVi-
sual Arts Invites You to “Wine VWednes-
days” — A New Holiday Tradition. The
Bascom:A Center for the Visual Arts is
delighted to introduce “Wine Wednes-
days,” This festive holiday offering will
occur each Wednesday leading up to
Thanksgiving, from 3:30 to 5 pm.“Wine
Wednesdays” offer a unique opportu-
nity for visitors to explore The Shop
and Studio Barn, all while enjoying a
glass of wine and browsing the work of
local and regional artists.

| st Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first Wednesday of
each month at Il AM. This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend.

2nd & 4th Wed.

Digital Navigators will be at the
Hudson Library at |PM - 3PM of each
month through Thanksgiving to help
patrons with their tech needs. Bring a
smartphone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and sup-
port. No appointments are required -
all are welcome.

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first VWednesday
of each month at | |AM. This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics at the Rec Pool.

I8 years plus 10-1lam. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside at the
Rec Park. |0am-Ipm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a game of
Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Meth-
odist Church on Spring Street is open
from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination
class with different types of exercise.
Contact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the
Rec Park.An exhilarating and fun mix of
martial arts for a calorie-burning work-
out. Learn the proper form and tech-
nique to execute jabs, hooks, uppercuts,
and front and side roundhouse kicks in
a non-contact setting. No martial arts
background necessary Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At Hudson Library, Family Story-
time continues throughout the year on
Thursday mornings at 10:40 AM.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM,
nature, and craft activities. For more in-
formation about any of these summer
activities, contact Hudson Library at 828-
526-3031.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina
Woodturners Club meets in Highlands
at The Bascom at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast at
9 AM and hold our monthly meeting at
10 AM.We invite ALL veterans to attend
- email ncpost370@gmail.com for more
information or just join us at 9 AM on
the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Ser-
vice: |0 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around
for visitation and coffee hour immediate-
ly after service. (Coffee hour is replaced
by potluck dinner the Ist Sunday of each
month).
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Through March 3

* Ice Skating in the Park is opening
soon. Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-
|0p; Saturdays I-10p; Sundays |-5p. $5
with or without skates.

Through Dec. 31

* The Artistic Work of John Robert
Mack at the Macon County Library in
Franklin on Siler Road..

Through Dec. 24

* “Home of the Holidays” at Moun-
tain Theatre Company now in resi-
dence at the Performing Arts Center
on Chestnut Street. Tickets go to www.
mountaintheatre.com

Fri., Jan. 19

* Senior Lunch at noon in the
Meeting Room in the Highlands Civic
Center at the Rec Park.

CHURCH OF THE

"INCARNATION

ADVENT III

1 Sunday, December 17 at 10:30am
Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols

ADVENT IV

Sunday, December 24 at 10am
Holy Eucharist - Historic Chapel

CHRISTMAS EVE

Sunday, December 24 at 4pm &
6pm Holy Eucharist with Choir

CHRISTMAS DAY

Monday, December 25 at 10am
Holy Eucharist - Historic Chapel

520 Main Street, Highlands,

NC incarnationwnc.org
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' Can the Pope
change
Catholic

teaching?

Fr.Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

In the last several months, the Catholic Church has had

its fair share of news coverage. In October, there was

an important month-long meeting called the Synod of
Synodality in which a number of controversial theological
issues were discussed. Other newsworthy events also sut-
rounded the synod: as a group of cardinals submitted offi-
cial questions (or dubia) to the pope that were perceived as
challenging the pope’s agenda; teachings on same-sex bless-
ings and the Church’s governmental structure seemed to
change through ambiguous yet suggestive language (what
has been dubbed “weaponized ambiguity”); high-ranking
cardinals vociferously and directly challenged perceived
changes to the faith; and finally the pope sacked Bishop
Strickland of Texas (without due process and against canon
law) and literally evicted him from his Roman apartment
and cut off the salary of the American Cardinal Burke.

The central question behind all of these recent events
is the authority of the pope. Can he simply ignore Church
law in his dealings with bishops? Or even more important:
does he possess the authority to change Catholic teaching?
This latter question is especially confusing for both Catho-
lics and non-Catholics alike. Misconceptions abound. With
this column, I do not intend to provoke theological debate,
but simply to present how Catholics traditionally under-
stood papal authority and therefore how we may begin to
understand current events.

We understand papal authority simply as the authority
that Jesus gave to Peter in giving him the keys of the King-
dom of Heaven and the power to bind and loose, which we
consider legislative power (see Mt 16:16). We believe that
authority was handed on to his successors, the bishops of
Rome, as explicitly articulated by Saint Irenaeus circa 190
AD (Adversus Haereses 3,3,2).

However, we do not believe this to be unfettered
power, but more so like a final court of appeals to settle
theological or administrative disputes. Peter was given this
authority to shepherd the flock, not to change what Christ
taught. “Confirm the brethren in the faith,” the Lord ad-
monishes Peter (see Lk 22:32). We see this example in Acts
of the Apostles Chapter 15 at the Council of Jerusalem
in which Peter gives the definitive clarifying teaching on
the unnecessity of circumcision, which had been hotly dis-
puted.

One other key distinction must not be ovetlooked:
doctrine versus discipline. Peter settled the doctrinal teach-
ing on circumcision, but James gave disciplinary measures
for the uncircumcised. The key difference is that doctrine
does not change whereas discipline can change based on
concrete situations and prudential needs.

o See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Proverbs 3:5

e P aAcEs 1o WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA * 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:VWednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Ved: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. ¢ Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.or
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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Highlands Police en-
tries from Dec. 12. Only
the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or those of
public officials have been
used.

Dec. 12

* At noon, officers received
a report of someone swindling
a person under false pretenses.

Dec. 13

* At 3:10 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on Main Street near 2nd Street.

Dec. I5

* At 11:03 a.m,, the theft of
artwork valued at $6,000 from
an art gallery on N. 4th Street
was reported

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Dec. |2.

Dec. 12

* At 7:32 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a gas leak at
the Hospital.

Dec. 13

* At 6:45 p.m.,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible
structure fire on Dendy Orchard
Road but nothing was found.

Dec. 14

* At 2:19 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on US 64 west.

* At 6:29 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Country Club Dr.

Dec. 16

* At 4:34 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-

tion on Skyline Lodge Road.

* At 6:31 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Hicks Road.

Dec. 17

* At 7:24 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Walhalla Road.

Dec. 18

* At 6:13 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a fire on
power pole on Berrett Lane.

* At | [:28 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Homer Potts Road.

* At 819 p.m., the dept.
provided traffic control on the
Franklin Road where a tree and
power lines were down.

* At 10:06 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
the Walhalla Road.

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18

So, the successor of Peter has
the authority to change discipline,
but not doctrine. He can change
how many hours are required for
fasting before receiving Commu-
nion, but he cannot change the
dogmatic teachings on the Eucha-
rist.

At the first Vatican Coun-
cil in the mid 19th century, while
papal infallibility was reaffirmed
and given definitive clarity, its lim-
its were also circumscribed: “For

the Holy Spirit was promised to
the successors of Peter not so
that they might, by his revelation,
make known some new doctrine,
but that, by his assistance, they
might religiously guard and faith-
fully expound the revelation or
deposit of faith transmitted by
the apostles” (Pastor Aeternus, 4).

In other words, the pope is
absolutely restricted by scriptute
and apostolic tradition. Any at-
tempt to change either is impos-

sible and damning. What would
happen should a pope attempt to
do this? Are we seeing this now?
These are the extremely difficult
questions  currently  distressing
Catholics. Only time will tell. We
can have absolute confidence,
however, that the faith that Jesus
deposited to the Apostles abso-
lutely cannot be changed since
they are from God.

President Dave O’Harra, Executive Director Melanie Jones and
host Jerry Moore.

Rotary hears
about Blue Ridge
Dental Clinic

At the meeting held on December
12, the Rotary Club of Highlands
had the pleasure of hearing from
the Executive Director of Blue
Ridge Dental Clinic, Melanie Jones.
Rotarian Jerry Moore was host.
Melanie spoke of the clinic’s amaz-
ing statistics over the past year. Blue
Ridge Dental services 5 counties in
Western North Carolina. Reaching
over 700 patients with 6000 proce-
dures completed.These services are
provided by | full-time dentist on
staff and 20 volunteer dentist pitch-
ing in. Melanie was also presented
a charitable donation from the club
for the Blue Ridge Dental Clinic.

e

Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

Christmas Eve Mass
St. Jude’s Catholic Church (Sapphire Valley) ¢ 3 pm

Christmas Day Mass
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church ¢ 11 am

New Year’s Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Church * 9:30 am
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church ¢ 11 a.m.

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands * 828-526-2418
www.olmhighlands.com
3011 U.S. 64, Sapphire * 828-743-5717
www.stjudeofsapphirevalley.org

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Highlands | Sotheby’s Paul Corbin
INTERHATIONAL REALTY owner

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream

w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC 828-371-2240

Highlandssothebysrealty.com pcorbin 1631 @aol.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Highlands Automotive
J U N K Call Raul

Service ; : NC 706-982-3803
WE HAUL IT AWAY & 7 _J& - Inspection 706-970-7638

Renair Station 828-347-0255 %
House / Garage / Yard p
GRADING, INC.

Call for free estimate ASE R T valenciagrading@gmail.com
== St Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall

828 - 421 - 5188 . 828-78.7-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

> 828-526-9325 <«

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

CHESTNUT STORAGE Grang | | v
. e Excavating
Storage Units Available ;0 « Driveways
Serure 24 Houwr Sooess ¢ Build sites
e * Hauling
u-hﬂa.bil;dm s e Septic Systems < —==73Y
WY WA
“Higaland’s Premier Facility” Edwin Wilson MEenDOZA TREE EXPERT
828-482-1045 . Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years
Lok for ouwr sgn! Officelfax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com
pusfgn Buck Craat Bl. - o2 mie off Casbiars R ssar the bespital wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com

B64-481-0598
INFOED GO SELING-CENTER.ORG

. 1,- y LUL TED AT THE
Cell: 803-271-5426 - COUMNSELING e 3485

Office: 828-526-8784 CEMNTER

Ryan M. Bears _

Branch Leader

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

< g COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG @

HIGHLANDS, NC

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Desimir
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

/4
el

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of High-
lands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view in the area
at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already subdivided into
2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with southern exposure,
$70,000. 828-974-1137. (st. 2/22/24)

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more

mtntours.com

Nawntobialo Nofional
Forest Permitted

Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers
NC!! Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking
tours are great fun for all ages.

Visit spectacular waterfalls and mountain vistas.
Featured in the Wall Street Journal.

864-373-4022

information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $25k-$45k/ea.
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22)

FOR RENT

TLC OPEN AIR STORAGE - Located in High-
lands, NC. Spaces available for pontoon boats,ATV vehicles,
equipment trailers, RV’s, and campers. Minimum | month
rental. $75 small to medium vehicles; $100 large vehicles.
Contact Greg 828-526-5280. (Jan. 4)

NEW [1/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village
Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum
lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-
0044. (st. 12/7)

LONG TERM FURNISHED STUDIO APT. One
bedroom, full kitchen, bath, private entrance. Cable TV, In-
ternet, W/D access. Minimum 3-month rental, 2 miles from
Highlands Hospital. No pets, no smoking. All utilities includ-
ed. $1400 a month. Call 828-482-2613. (st. 12/7)

2 BEDROOM | BATH 1550 SF with great Mountain
View 2 1/2 mins from Main Street. $2200/Mo. Annual. Bob-
bygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st. | 1/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAILABLE
Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy access from
Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal
rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at
770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. | 1/22)

HELP WANTED

LANDSCAPE = CONSTRUCTION CREW
LEADER -- Thompson Landscape Company is now hiring

a full-time crew leader starting $25/hour based on capabilit;
+ See CLASSIFIEDS page 2

Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

ki

g Store: 828-526-0044
L C“*“_“" Cell: 828-200-6101
Y PLOWERS G imosflowersnc@gmail.com

95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Al Gloveltin-

Realtor-Broker
Luixtary Harme Speciolize

Licensed in NC & G4

B20-332-9767
alstonehamifallentate.com

@ Lt Al

HighlandsfScaly Mtn/Cashiers

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

v f

5 o

Appointment Only! =¥ & ~
Call: 828-526-1960 g g
Text: 770-855-0825 ==
Email: n]nﬂllghilguds@gmail.nlildvb

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION 35

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL * .
SHOWERREMODEL « PAINTGSTAN 4
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY
PRESSURE WASHING

.'1- 'F

828.332.2520 |
828.371.2189 =

MENDOZAPAINT 17@GMAILCOM @)
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..CLASSIFIED continued from page 21

and experience. Comprehensive
benefit package including year-end
bonus. Minimum 3-years experi-

ence, valid NC Driver’s license.

Drug test required. After 2 years
of satisfactory employment, sal-
ary options available starting at

55k with other employee benefits.
Contact Greg at 828-526-5280.

(Jan.4)

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET @

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

TAD Organic smoothie/juice
M bar located
@ ) 2 inside Whole

) Life Market

| =

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH

LUPOLI CONSTRUC-
TION is hiring an office man-
ager/executive assistant and a
bookkeeper. Full-time, compensa-
tion based on experience. Please

contact  Regina@Lupoliinc.com,
770.757.5004 for more informa-
tion. (st. 1 1/2)

SERVICES

DOG SITTING - overnight,
or daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa.
References available. Call or text
828-424-4637. (st. 12/21)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos
Contruction — Remodels,Additions,
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks,
Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071

ANYTHING GOES
CLEAN-UP SERVICE Complete
property cleanup - house, garage,
property, etc. Call Danny at 828-
200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing. Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

: h -

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
(Across from Blue Ridge School)

Y

BAZAAR BARN

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

10AM-2PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE. CONTACT SKIP RYAM AT (828) 226-2588

..APOLOGY continued from page 1

directly represent.”

Commissioner Shearl then
went on to imply that Macon
County has been reckless with tax-
payer funding placing the responsi-
bility on Roland.

“Like many in this great coun-
ty, I'm a lifelong conservative Re-
publican, believing in God, family,
countty, and freedom,” said Sheatl.
“I will always fight for limited
government, less taxes and more
freedom. History has taught us the
bigger the government equals less
freedom.”

Commissioner Shearl directly
addressed Retired Sheriff Robert
Holland, claiming that the media
reported he asked for Roland’s res-
ignation over ARPA funding say-
ing that is not why he asked Roland
to resign.

Despite pointing the finger at
the media — a review of local me-
dia sources proved that no media
reported ARPA funding as being
the reason for Shearl’s outburst in
November.

From Highlands Newspaper:
“Sheatl then shifted his focus to
accusing Roland of overseeing a
$25 million increase in the county’s
budget over eight budget cycles.
With Roland’s denial and the lack
of documentation from Sheatl,
the claim was refuted by county
records.

“I have looked at eight budget
cycles since you have been here
and the budget has increased $25
million and the only thing taxpay-
ers have gained by this $25 million
in the budget is higher salaries and
a larger government. That is what
we have gained and our county is
falling apart,” Shearl said.

“Roland disagteed and said,
‘Maybe in your eyes, he said. “I
think we have a pretty good county.

“Shearl then claimed that
in a private meeting he had with
Roland the county manager said
county departments were 50%
overstaffed ... to which Roland
immediately interjected adamantly
denying the claim, at which point
Sheatl called for Roland to resign
from his position.

T didn’t say that, John, said
Roland.

“Derek, I am going to tell you
something,” said Sheatl. “You have
called me a liar four times in open

session, so tonight, I ask for your
resignation.”

From the Smoky Mountain
News: “From there, the discussion
between Shearl and Roland got
personal with Shearl claiming that
Roland had previously told him
the county was 50% over-staffed,
which Roland denied.

“You have called me a liar
four times in open session, so to-
night, I ask for your resignation,”
said Sheatl.

The Franklin Press: “Sheatl
said Roland had stated in a meet-
ing that the county was 50% over-
staffed, a claim that Roland scoffed
at.

“T’ll tell you what, you called
me a liar four times in open ses-
sion, so tonight, I ask for your
resignation,” Shearl told Roland
to gasps from the audience, and
an audience member called Shearl
a liar”

Commissioner ~ Shearl  did
acknowledge that he “misspoke”
during the November board meet-
ing and was incorrect in saying that
the county’s budget had increased
by $25 million over the previous
eight years under Roland’s man-
agement.

However, rather than offer-
ing an apology or legitimate clari-
fication of his statements, he again
blamed the media and claimed they
should have reported on back-
ground information and issues
they weren’t privy to.

“As usual, the media missed
the whole point that the taxpayers
in Macon County have gotten larg-
er government and bigger salaries
at the taxpayers’ expense,” Shearl
falsely claimed. “Certain media
outlets and other groups stir con-
troversy by twisting the narrative
instead of reporting on the bigger
picture. The spin can be put on
any topic when information is pur-
posely left out because some jour-
nalists have a history of making
judgments on something without
having a clue, what had transpired
behind the scenes to cause the fric-
tion in the first place.”

Allocating the remainder of
ARPA funds which were provided
from the federal government as
part of the COVID19 pandemic
did stick in Sheatl’s craw and was
discussed at the November meet-

ing but wasn’t the reason he called
for Roland’s resignation.

The original October 2022
expenditure of ARPA funds was
prior to Shearl being elected to the
board of commissioners and based
on the limited approved uses of
the roughly $7 million, premium
pay was the best possible expendi-
ture method. The funding was ap-
proved to be retroactively given to
all county employees who worked
during the COVID19 pandemic
and amounted to a $2 an hour bo-
nus — or $80 a week for a 40-hr a
week employee.

After the pandemic was de-
clared over, Roland had to up-
date the county’s policy regarding
spending the ARPA funding to
remain compliant with the law
Roland presented the updated
language to the board of commis-
sioners, which at that point includ-
ed Commissioner Shearl. That’s
when Commissioner Sheatl spoke
out against providing the previ-
ously approved funds to county
employees. Shearl wanted to take
the already approved bonuses away
from county employees and use
the remaining $1.8 million for oth-
er county needs such as one-time
expenditures  for infrastructure
improvements - something not di-
rectly allowable under the federal
guidelines. Certain projects could
be considered under the allowable
Revenue Replacement category of
funding, however Commissioner
Sheatl did not believe that category
of funding was legally allowed.

Despite admitting he pro-
vided false information during the
November meeting, which lead to
the confrontation with the county
managert, and despite citizens ask-
ing for a public apology, Sheatl fin-
ished his prepared speech by saying
there will likely continue to be con-
flict on the board.

“You might love me, and you
might hate me, but I will always
represent the taxpayers first and
foremost, which is the task that
this board all shares in common. If
representing the taxpayers and be-
ing good stewards of the county’s
assets by challenging the growth of
government is not our common
goal, then there will obviously be
division on this board.”
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MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS
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Specialist
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Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
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AndreaGabbard @
gmail.com
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Brokers on MLS
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Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
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Trusted advisors
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personalized service

Sotheby’s
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Highlands, NC 28741

JODY LOVELL
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Every home ...

41 Years of Fine Dining
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Scotland’s Best Knitwear

has a story.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415 —— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
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