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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

• See LIBRARY page 15

Deteriorated sewer pipes 
cause break along US 64w

On the afternoon of  Wednes-
day, Feb. 8, a breach of  a main 
sewer line occurred on the Frank-
lin Road (US 64 west) near Mirror 
Lake Road.  

“The water/sewer depart-
ment noticed it Wednesday after-
noon,” said Public Works Director 
Lamar Nix. “Work started on re-
pairing it immediately.” 

Motorists traveling the route 
were detoured to one-lane so 

workers could make repairs safely.
Once the repair was made, 

the line was put back in service, 
but it started leaking in another 
location down the line.

“It was repaired again, only 
to have another leak show up a 
few feet away,” said Nix. “At that 
point, we determined that approx-
imately 200 feet of  line needed to 
be replaced.”

• See SEWER page 22

By Brittney Lofthouse
Patrons expressed their 

concerns regarding the Macon 
County Public Library leadership 
during a meeting last week, with 
many calling for Macon County to 
end its contract with the Fontana 
Regional Library System. 

What started as grievances over 
the library’s books display in June 

2021 for Pride Month featuring 
LGTBQ books and resources, has 
morphed into a broader discontent 
with library operations and book 
selections. 

During the library board 
meeting, members of  the public 
voiced their opposition to specific 
books available at the library that 

Calls for county to withdraw 
from FRL are put to rest

Following the Special Called 
Closed Session meeting last 
Thursday afternoon, Mayor Pat 
Taylor announced that the High-
lands Town Board of  Commis-
sioners authorized its attorney 
Robert E. Hagemann to proceed 

with  entering into a Stay Order for 
six months concerning the Huff  et 
al v. Town of  Highlands lawsuit. 

“Doing so will avoid unneces-
sary court costs while we wait to 
see if  the NC General Assembly 
adopts legislation pertaining to 

short-term rentals,” said Taylor.
The decision to enter into 

a Stay comes on the heels of  
the Jan. 19 announcement at the 
Town Board meeting that the 
town would be filing a motion 

Town and Huff et al enter into ‘Stay’

Highlands 
headed to 

LMSC 
tournament

championship
Right: Highlands James Earp 
scores a layup against Blue 

Ridge Early College during the 
first round of the Little Smoky 
Mountain Conference tourna-

ment hosted by Nantahla on 
Tuesday. The score was 66-41.

Left: Highlands Ezra Branham 
scans Nantahala’s defense 
before calling a play during the 
first round of the Little Smoky 
Mountain Conference 
tournament hosted by 
Nantahala on Tuesday. 
The score was 63-15.

Both teams play Hiwassee Dam 
on Thursday at Nantahala for 
the tournament championship.

Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Happy Presidents’ Day!
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

On Saturday, Febru-
ary 4, we had a major 
structure fire on Sagee 

Woods Drive.  I was at home 
and heard fire trucks coming to 
Highlands from Cashiers, and 
any time that happens, I know 
there must be a major fire or 
rescue situation in the area.

Concerned that we had 
a major event, I went to the 
new fire station and saw sev-
eral parked vehicles of  our vol-
unteer firefighters.  I stopped 
and went to the open fire truck 
bays, and all the trucks were gone except for 
the large hook and ladder truck, which con-
firmed my fear of  a major event.  I would 
later learn that truck was also to be used in 
fighting the fire.

The home on fire was a 7,000 square 
foot structure, and firefighters had their 
hands full in getting equipment and water to 
the site by way of  a very narrow residential 
road. I know some folks have questioned 
in the past why the fire department has 
so many trucks, but in a major fire, all that 
equipment is desperately needed. Other 

fire departments from Cashiers 
and Scaly also responded and 
provided firefighting support to 
this serious fire event. 

The fighting of  this fire 
was a coordinated effort. The 
fire department called the wa-
ter plant to inform them of  
the fire and that huge volumes 
of  water would be needed. The 
water plant operators stayed on 
duty for about 20 hours, en-
suring sufficient water would 
be available for the firefight-
ers.  In fact, the fire department 

used 250,000 gallons of  water on Saturday. 
As the firefighters continued to put out 
hotspots throughout Sunday, the final wa-
ter usage will probably top out near 300,000 
gallons.

The operations of  the fire department 
do not end after the fire is put out. There 
are major reports that have to be done, and 
an investigation of  the cause gets under-
way immediately. All the gear firefighters 
used has to be cleaned in the fire depart-
ment’s new extractor system. Even all the 
fire hoses were dried in the new extractor 
system and then all the equipment had to 
be repacked and repositioned on the trucks.

In short, this tragic fire underscores 
the value of  our first-rate modern firefight-
ing facility that serves this large Highlands 
fire district.  Like you, I saw photographs 
of  our firefighter’s manning hoses and on 
ladders fighting the fire. One unanticipated 
event or sudden situational change can put 
those firefighters in great danger. They need 
the best equipment and protection that we 
can provide for the hazardous business that 
firefighters undertake.

Our next step for the fire department 
is to go to basic full-time staffing.  This fire 
underscores not only the need for full-time 
personnel but also the vital need to main-
tain a full core of  volunteer firefighters. In 
large fire situations, we need all available 
firefighters. Their service is essential to the 
protection of  the community.

On behalf  of  the town, thanks so 
much for our firefighters.

The Town Board meeting is Thursday 
at 7 PM at the Community Building.

Recent fire exemplifies the need for 
full-time firefighters
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SUNDAY, MARCH 5

read      more

at  THE FARM   

DINNERDINNER  
with  

Award-Winning Chef

KEVIN GILLESPIEKEVIN GILLESPIE
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Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM
for advertising information, email

highlandeditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371

Estate Lot For SaleEstate Lot For Sale
Downtown HighlandsDowntown Highlands

$495,000 • WilsonRoadHNC.com

Walk to everything or divide into 5 lots

Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022 

(HCBOR) 
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

16 ACRES with WATERFALL, STREAM , TROUT POND 
AND BARN (Horses Allowed)

191 N. Hollow, Cashiers 
In GlenCove - membership not required 

Offered for $3,999,999

We hear or read 
stories almost 
daily about 

the economy and what 
it is doing at any given 
moment. We are enter-
ing a recession…oh wait, 
maybe we aren’t. The 
economy is faltering…
but maybe it isn’t. The 
housing market is heading 
for a crash…or maybe we 
are wrong. The interest 
rates are skyrocketing…
but maybe they aren’t so 
bad. If  we know anything 
from the headlines, it’s 
that there is a lot of  un-
certainty out there and it’s 
anyone’s guess as to what is actually going to 
happen. Just wait five minutes and the pre-
dictions will change.

But what, you ask, does that have to do 
with investing in Highlands? The answer is 
everything…and nothing at all. When we 
break it down, the real estate market in High-
lands is unique to the larger housing market 
ups and downs. We are a market that is driv-
en by second (or third) homeowners who are 
not swayed nearly as much by interest rates 
or pricing. 

Our homeowners and those wishing to 
become homeowners on the plateau typically 
don’t have to buy or sell. They buy because 
they want a home in a place with the lifestyle 
they desire or they sell because, more often 
than not, they want a different home in the 
area. Sometimes they sell because it is time to 
be closer to the grandkids or they are start-
ing a new adventure somewhere else. Usually, 
they are not selling or buying out of  neces-
sity. That alone makes a huge difference in 
our market versus a primary market such as 
Atlanta, Charlotte or Tampa. 

What does drive our market is invento-
ry. As of  the end of  January, the inventory in 
Highlands was up over last year, but we were 
still only sitting at 67 homes on the market. 
To put that in perspective, go back to January 
of  2020, before we had even heard of  Covid, 
and there were 219 homes on the market in 
Highlands. 

Tricia Cox, Broker-in-Charge
Berkshire Hathway HomeServices 

Meadows Mountain Realty
828-526-1717 | tricia@bhhsmmr.com

In the few years 
since, the market in High-
lands exploded driven 
primarily by buyers want-
ing desperately to escape 
crowded metropolitan 
areas and because of  the 
shift to remote work op-
tions for huge swaths of  
the population. We saw 
inventory levels even low-
er than they are now and 
price appreciation graph-
ing straight up. Couple 
that with interest rates 
that were unprecedent-
edly low, and you ended 
up with buyers financing 
homes they didn’t have 

to finance in order to purchase homes they 
didn’t have to purchase from sellers who 
didn’t have to sell. 

So now what? Interest rates have 
crept back up but are still on the histori-
cally low side when you look back as far as 
1971. They are certainly a far cry from the 
15-18% rates we saw in the early ‘80s! But 
for Highlands, interest rates at the levels 
they are today don’t impact our market very 
much. We remain a market where the ma-
jority of  buyers pay cash. 

That being said, we are seeing a soften-
ing in the Highlands real estate market. We 
do have more inventory than last year, we 
are seeing homes sit on the market a bit lon-
ger and our list to sale ratio is now around 
92% instead of  95% or 96% as we were 
seeing. However, our average and median 
sales prices are both up substantially over 
last year. 

In the end, buyers who come here to 
purchase a home are buying the lifestyle 
more than they are buying the home. And 
what a lifestyle it is! I firmly believe that 
Highlands is a little slice of  heaven, and I 
don’t blame anyone for wanting a piece for 
themselves. So, the buyers will keep com-
ing and the sellers will keep selling. Maybe 
not as frenzied as the past few years, but 
the market will still remain strong. At least 
for now…Dang, I really wish I had a crystal 
ball!

Where is my crystal ball?

Controlled burn on Oak St. set for Feb. 18
Highlands Fire & Rescue Chief  Ryan 

Gearhart announced there will be a Con-
trolled Live Burn Training on Oak Street 
on the old Crane property site beginning at 
9 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 18.

“We are notifying citizens so they don’t 
feel like they have to call in a fire,” said Gear-
hart.

The property is now part of  Sanctuary 
on 1st Street development.



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 16, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

The numbers add up.
So do the sales.

Find out what we can do for you.

NORTHEAST
REGION
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

CLOSED 
until March

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

Read Highlands  
Newspaper for free from 

everywhere ... on the 
street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded 
every Thursday AM
To advertise, email

highlandseditor@aol.com

NOW OPEN
for our 29th season.

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9:30a-4p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
6 days a week

(Closed Wed and 
for dinner on Sunday)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until
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 Dining• •letters• 

•tHank you• 
• See LETTERS page 8

There will be a Memorial Service for Chris Alley at 
1:30pm Sunday, February 19, 2023 in the Historic Chapel, 
Episcopal Church of   the Incarnation, Highlands NC; fol-

Memorial Service for Chris Alley
lowed by 3pm Mountaintop Service at Sunset Rock Over-
look.

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 5p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

To everyone who has reached out to us following the loss of  our “Mom” & “Grammy,” Gail Rogers, we would like 
to express our sincere thanks and appreciation. Whether it was a text message, phone call, food, flowers, hugs & attend-
ing the service, your many acts of  kindness warmed our hearts immensely.  

With much love,
- Melissa, Chris, Monica, Kevin, Justin, Tyler, Ryan, Travis & Dylan

Dear Editor,
In the Feb. 9 front page article entitled “Two organiza-

tions set template for long-term preservation in Highlands,” 
Gary Wein, executive director of  the Highlands-Cashiers 
land Trust was quoted as saying the organization relies totally 
on donors. “We aren’t fiscally supported by the town or the 
county nor do we get grants.”

What he meant was that the HCLT doesn’t receive gov-
ernment grants.

Though the vast majority of  our funding comes from 
individual donors, HCLT also receives funding every year 
from grants. We apply for these by filling out a grant appli-
cation and providing financial and other information about 

our organization, often times providing a follow-up grant 
report describing how we used those funds. 

The majority of  those are from local funders and often 
that money is restricted and can only be used for the pur-
pose described in the grant application.

Over the past year we have received grants from: Com-
munity Foundation of  WNC, Laurel Garden Club, Wade 
Hampton Golf  Club, Church of  the Good Shepherd, 
Mountain Findings, Conservation Trust of  NC, Macon 
County, Cullasaja Women’s Outreach Cullasaja Club.

Julie Schott
HCLT Development Director

Grants by another name

Dear Editor,
Thank you to the Highlands Newspaper for bringing 

attention to the library’s agenda in the Feb. 9 article entitled 
“Public shares frustration over book displays at library.”

However, it should be noted that although Macon 
County’s library is not a member of  the American Library 
Association (ALA), both the former director and current 
director of  the Fontana Regional Library (FRL), as well as 
other administrative staff  are, in fact, members of  the cor-
rupted ALA. 

The Fontana directors (who are the policy writers) have 
repeatedly admitted they follow the “guidance” of  the ALA 
and have quoted the ALA in many of  their policies.

Here is proof  direct from FRL website: “FRL affirms 
the American Library Association’s Library Bill of  Rights 
and its interpretations, the Freedom to Read and the Free-
dom to View statements. https://fontanalib.org/sites/de-
fault/files/users/contentmanager/docs/collection_devel-
opment_policy.pdf

Claiming that the library itself  is not a “member” of  
the ALA is another example of  the leadership of  the library 
strategically deflecting accountability instead of  addressing 
the real issue of  repeatedly promoting sexual materials and 
gender confusion to impressionable minors.

If  you view this ALA training video for library 
workers https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-
hyIwgXA8k&t=467s you’ll see beginning around 7:55 that 
GLAAD (why are they even giving instruction to begin 
with?) instructs library workers how to deal with the me-
dia. At 10:10 GLAAD instructs library workers to “feed 
the media” their side of  the story in an effort to drown out 
the “loud voices” of  their opponents. Where’s the balance 
of  hearing both sides of  the argument and allowing the 
reader to decide? 11:20 continues with library workers be-
ing instructed how to answer the local media, making sure 
they don’t actually answer the media’s questions but rather 
only respond with their strategic talking points to change 
the narrative.  

This is exactly how the FRL directors have operated 
over the last two years since beginning to promote the ALA 
agenda.   

Obviously, Macon County should not be associated 
with the ALA in any shape or form. Instead, our libraries 
should be neutral in social and political issues in the same 
manner as all other tax funded entities. This is our commu-
nity and our library. 

Leah Gaston, 
Franklin, NC

Clarification on the library controversy



Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 16, 2023 - 828-200-1371

...LETTERS from page 7

Want an award-winning
real estate experience?

Use an award winning 
real estate expert.

Teresa ranks in the 
top 3% of BHHS global 

network agents!

Milton Ready

•tHen anD now•

Dear Editor,
I was delighted to receive a response to 

the  “Ask the Mayor” email this morning as 
a follow up to his remarks at Rotary and his 
column in the paper entitled “Pennies for 
Preservation.”

Linda and I have been visiting St. Si-
mons for 40 years and first noticed this in 
the menu at one of  favorites spots in the 
Village, Barbara Jeans.

Facilitating and bringing this program 
to the Plateau and expanding it to “A Dol-
lar For Conservation” with proceeds to the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, will further 
assist in the preservation of  the plateau that 
we all hold dear and love. 

OEI and Highlands Aerial Park have 
led the way in this effort to date and I am 
sure our restaurants, hotel, motels, retailers, 
STRs and the community will be joining in 
this very worthwhile effort. Look forward 
to hearing more as it becomes available. 
Thank you for your leadership.

Bill Edwards
Highlands

Pennies for 
Preservation

Why Mr. Smith won’t go to Washington 
anymore

A funny thing hap-
pened as this nation 
prepares to celebrate 

President’s Day this year. 
Nothing. Nothing at all. We 
don’t know what or who to 
celebrate, certainly not recent 
Presidents, and, if  anything, 
perhaps we could make the 
Super Bowl a national holi-
day instead. At least there are 
clear winners and losers there 
and pretty good midterm, oops, halftime en-
tertainment too. 

Under attack by both the right and left 
for more than forty years, our Federal gov-
ernment has become increasingly dismem-
bered and dysfunctional, incapable of  ad-
dressing the most basic requirements set out 
in the Constitution, namely that of  passing 
an annual budget, keeping itself  operational, 
and of  protecting our lives, health, liberty, 
and property. Congress now is just a body 
occupied by two opposing parties whose 
members seemingly have unlimited terms, 
the Supreme and other courts just political 
hacks in black robes, and the Presidency in-
creasingly authoritarian, arbitrary, even dicta-
torial in nature, a chaotic, untethered personal 
patronage portal divorced from larger public 
and historic norms. 

Of  the three branches of  government, 
the Founders worried most about the Presi-
dency. In fact, they created it without his-
torical precedent and with no clear idea of  
how it would function. We really don’t either. 
George Washington worried that it might be-
come tyrannical in nature, thus stepping aside 
after two terms, while Thomas Jefferson 
thought it would expand the powers of  the 
central government and lead to “monarchial 
subversion.” 

Yet even Jefferson, ever the proponent 
of  small government, fell victim to its al-
lure and ambiguity when elected President. 
Almost single-handedly, he doubled the size 
of  the nation with the Louisiana Purchase, 
arranged to pay for it without prior Congres-
sional approval, then let Congress know and 
approve his actions. Jefferson also opposed 
the courts and used his powers to pursue 
critics and opponents. When it comes to the 
Presidency, like Jefferson, historically those 
seeking its office say one thing and do an-
other. 

Anyone closely analyzing and not simply 
parroting parts of  the Constitution surely will 
be struck by how often its corrections refer 
to the Presidency. In fact, five Amendments, 
the 12th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd, and 25th seek to 
emend the office and electoral process. 

Moreover, throughout 
much of  our history, Con-
gress has battled the Presi-
dency seeking to limit its 
expansion, budgetary power, 
and authority to declare wars 
and involve the nation in 
external conflicts, a conflict 
even more pronounced to-
day. 

We look upon quadren-
nial elections for the Presi-

dency as a barometer of  our democracy, as 
a demonstration of  our ability to peacefully 
and amicably transfer power from one ad-
ministration to another. Yet today they signal 
more the breakdown of  the democratic pro-
cess and perhaps the ending of  the “grand 
experiment” of  1787. Why? If  significant 
groups of  the electorate will not abide by or 
accept the results as happened in 2020, then 
chaos, alienation, violence, and fatal dismem-
berment surely will follow. That’s what hap-
pened in 1860 when the South would not 
recognize Lincoln as President and, yes, on 
at least two other occasions the nation threat-
ened to fall apart, once in 1800 and again in 
1876. 

If  you want to author modern profiles 
in courage as John F. Kennedy did in 1956, 
at those who have sublimated person and 
party for the good of  the nation, you need 
look no further than Richard Nixon in 1960 
and Al Gore in 2000. Knowing that Ken-
nedy received fewer votes and understanding 
how likely were rigged elections in two states, 
West Virginia and Illinois, Nixon nonethe-
less conceded, thus avoiding further dividing 
the nation. Al Gore graciously did the same 
in 2000 even as Floridians still puzzled over 
hanging chads. Please note the increasing 
tendency of  courts, particularly the Supreme 
Court, to decide elections and processes, a 
disturbing trend for our democracy. 

In the 1939 film, Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington, James Stewart portrays a na-
ive, good-hearted idealistic everyman who 
unexpectedly is appointed a Senator. When 
he arrives at the nation’s capitol, Jefferson 
Smith finds himself  surrounded by corrup-
tion and double-dealing. Yet like the com-
mon man, he endures and, as the proverbial 
candle in Matthew 5:15, eventually shines a 
light atop a Senatorial podium so that all who 
enter Washington can see the promise of  our 
democracy. No more. Yet today we need to 
celebrate the Mr. Smiths and not the William 
“Dollar Bill” Jeffersons or the George San-
tos who too eagerly want to go to Washing-
ton for the wrong reasons
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Lovely 3bed/2ba Golf Villa sits atop 
a knoll at HFCC. It has a lovely deck 
with ridgeline view. Enter in the foyer 
to a split bedroom plan with an up-
dated kitchen that is open to the din-
ing and living areas. Fireplace in the 
great room for the chilly evenings. A 
great way to get into Highlands Falls 
to enjoy peace, Golf, tennis, pickle-
ball, swimming, fitness center, new 
friends and great food! Offered at 
$675,000. mls #100788

Located about 5 miles from town.
This home 4BD/3BA home has a 
2-car carport, main room has a pel-
let wood stove, updated kitchen with 
room for expansion. 2 bed/2 ba, suite 
upstairs has a primary bedroom, 
laundry, office-den and bath. The 
lower level has a huge unfinished 
room with a laundry, work area and 
is stubbed for a bath. Storage build-
ing has 2 levels on an acre of land. 
Offered at $645,000. mls #100826

Located close to town, This 3 bed-
room, 3.5 bath sits high upon a knoll 
and overlooks the shimmering wa-
ter of Lake Sequoyah. Enter the main 
level into a large living room - dining 
room. Kitchen has a breakfast nook 
and pass through to the living-dining 
area. Powder room in the hall, which 
leads to the owners bedroom and 
spacious bath, stairwell to the lower-
level family room-game room with 
full bath. Upstairs has two large bed-
rooms with a hall bath. This house 
has a rental history also. Offered at 
$825,000. mls #100924

Located in the exceptional Neigh-
borhood of Sagee Mountain, this 
easy living Ranch features 3 bed-
rooms and 2 baths, utilizing a split 
bedroom plan with a huge master 
suite with sitting-office area. Open 
kitchen ,dining, living room with fire-
place, large sunroom overlooks the 
backyard. 2 bedrooms and a bath on 
the guest side and large decks for 
entertaining. 2 Car carport with a 
gentle well landscaped lot. Offered at 
$1,050,000. mls #101256

Completely remodeled. Large win-
dows surround the spacious living 
area bringing to life the outdoor 
beauty of all four seasons and is 
roomy enough to accomodate over-
flow guests. Lovely granite kitchen 
countertops, custom-built cabinets, 
new appliances, new HVAC, new 
flooring, tile shower, built-in dress-
ers, vaulted shiplap ceilings and walls, 
and more! Town utilities include wa-
ter, sewer and garbage pickup. Of-
fered at $565,000 mls #101447

Located on Laurel St. within walk-
ing distance to everything! This great 
property has a 3BR/2BA doublewide 
manufactured home in good condi-
tion with a large level backyard. The 
home has a large eat in kitchen open 
to the spacious family room. Master 
bedroom with full bath and walk-
in closet. Located adjacent to the 
Performing Arts Center. Offered at 
$450,000.  mls #100737

2 Bedroom 2 bath with loft. Lo-
cated on Buck Creek Road. Main 
level living with additional loft area. 
Stone, wood burning fireplace in 
the living room. Private setting with 
just over 3 acres of land. Additional 
workshop. Offered at $450,000.  
mls #100577

Located very close to town is this 2 
bedroom 2 bath with cathedral ceil-
ings in the living room and additional 
sunroom. There is a large open deck 
that faces 10 acres of protected 
common area. This is a great starter 
home waiting for you to decorate 
with your own finishes and tastes. 
Offered at $675,000. mls #98663

Highlands Cove at Old Edwards 
Club This lovely condo features 
easy access directly Off of High-
lands Cove Drive and is close to 
the clubhouse, swimming, tennis 
courts, and Golf course. Three bed-
rooms, three baths, all on the main 
level, Coffered High ceilings, move 
in condition. Lovely decks and 
porches to enjoy the cool summer 
air. Furnishings are negotiable. Of-
fered at $1,150,000. mls #101007

Newly renovated and updated, this 
house is about 12 minutes from 
downtown Highlands and very 
close to usfs. With a great open 
living/dining and kitchen area on 
the main level and two bedrooms 
on the upper level and two on the 
lower level.  A large covered deck 
and fireplace, perfect for outdoor 
entertaining and another deck 
overlooks a small creek which can 
be turned into a pond. Offered at 
$650,000. mls #101154

This home is move-in condition  
with 3bd/3ba. Big Chill appliances, 
new cabinetry, and quartz tops. the 
greatroom is glorious, with doors 
that connect to an outdoor Caro-
lina room with an artisan stone 
fireplace. The owner’s bedroom is 
on the main level, with a huge bath 
fit for a queen! 2 additional guest 
suites upstairs, plus an office nook. 
Carport, low maintenance, well 
landscaped yard. One of the best 
homes on the market! Offered at 
$1,895,000. mls #101172

3bd/3ba. 2 main bedrooms - one 
upstairs and one on the main level. 
Living room has 18’ vaulted ceil-
ings, stone fireplace with gas logs 
but could be converted to wood 
burning. 2-car detached garage with 
workshop space and second story, 
ready to make your own. Fire pit be-
hind the garage. Less than 1/2 mile 
to town from the Holt Knob neigh-
borhood. Offered at $799,000. mls 
#101251

This 2BR/2BA vacation rental has 
deeded Mirror Lake access across 
Hicks Road. Includes town water, 
sewer and garbage pickup. Recently 
renovated. Full unfinished base-
ment plumbed for 3rd bath. Sold 
furnished with few exceptions. 
Single car garage and paved circular 
driveway. Fenced backyard. Offered 
at $775,000. mls #101169

Great Family home has flat grassy 
spaces and lovely outdoor entertain-
ing areas. View of Shortoff mountain 
from the historic outdoor fireplace. 
3-4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, office, 2 car 
garage and a 2 car carport. This is a 
Do not miss and in move in condi-
tion. Offered at $1,174,000. mls 
#97458

This home is over 100 years old and 
is ready to be brought back to the 
condition it deserves. 3 bedrooms, 
1 bath plus an office. close to town 
and great location, walk to great 
food. nice usable yard. Offered at 
$1,500,000.  mls #100745
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ICE RINK SCHEDULE 
(Through March 5)

• Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Friday 
3:30-10pm; Saturday1-10pm; Sun-
day1-5pm. $5 for skate rental & skat-
ing 

THE POOL IS OPEN
Rec Pool Hours EXTENDED

• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-
7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. Adult Swim: 
Mon.-Wed. 11a-3:30p and Thurs. and 
Fri., 11a-2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-
9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. Water Aero-
bics: Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 828-526-1595.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands fraom 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
held on the second or third Tuesday 
of each month at 3pm. Members re-
ceive weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will assem-
ble. For more information contact 
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or 
at budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10-11am. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so 
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle 
Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

•HigHlanDs eVents•
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street is 
open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna 

Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. 
For more information, call Anna 267-
825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. 
Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay 

Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at 5:30. A combination class with 
different types of exercise. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information

First Wednesdays
Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health, 
at 11:00 AM. This series is aimed par-
ticularly at older adults and will focus 
on mental health issues of particular 
interest to them. The February 1 pro-
gram is PTSD: Healing the Emotional 
Wound. 

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 
5:30-6:30pm. No registration re-
quired – just show up and participate. 
Questions? Visit www.maconnclitera-
cy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or email 
info@maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An ex-

hilarating and fun mix of martial arts 
for a calorie-burning workout. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone 
at 3:30 pm with a wide variety of 

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

at  THE FARM   

book         online

SATURDAY, APRIL 8

with  CHEF CRAIG RICHARDS
and  LIVE MUSIC

DINNER

ITALIAN



• See EVENTS page 12
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•HigHlanDs area eVents•
STEAM, nature, and craft activities.For 
more information about any of these 
summer activities, contact Hudson Li-
brary at 828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in High-
lands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. March 
thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main Street in their Com-
munity Room/909 Chapel. We serve 
breakfast at 9am and hold our month-
ly meeting at 10amWe invite ALL Vet-
erans to attend. Contact Ed McClos-
key, Commander for any information 
@828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches 
noon in the meeting room. For any 
other information call Lester Norris 
or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Thurs., Feb. 16
• African Drumming at Macon 

County Public Library on Siler Road. 
Celebrate Black History Month with 
an evening of interactive West Afri-
can drumming Thursday, at 6:30 p.m., 
in the Macon County Public Library 
Great Room. Music educator Fonziba 
Koster, who has presented drumming 
and culture workshops to thousands 
over the last 25 years, brings 30 au-
thentic West African Jembe drums for 
a hands-on drumming experience. At-
tendees are invited to bring a drum 
if they have one. People of all ages 
are welcome. The event is free; do-
nations will be accepted to support 
Artists-in-the-Schools. The Library is 
at 149 Siler Farm Road, Franklin, with 
lighted parking and wheelchair access. 
This program is produced by the Arts 
Council of Macon County; for infor-
mation phone 828-524-ARTS or email 
arts4all@dnet.net. 

Fri., & Sat., Feb. 17 & 18
• Early Bird Strolls” from 9-10 

a.m.. Birders of all skill levels can meet 
at the North Campus of the High-
lands Biological Station (111 Lower 
Lake Road) for an introduction to the 
Great Backyard Bird Count before 
taking a walk around campus to find 

our feathered friends. Binoculars will 
be provided.

Sat., Feb. 18
• At the Nature Center, Great 

Backyard Bird Count 3-5 p.m.  Bor-
row child-sized binoculars to spot 
birds around Lindenwood Lake, go on 
a scavenger hunt in the Botanical Gar-
den, and learn how scientists need our 
help to count the birds in our back-
yards. Free.

Wed., Feb. 22
• African Drumming at Albert 

Carlton Cashiers Community Library. 
Celebrate Black History Month with 
an evening of interactive West African 
drumming 5:30-6:30 p.m., in the Fonzi-
ba Koster, who has presented drum-
ming and culture workshops to thou-
sands over the last 25 years, brings 30 
authentic West African Jembe drums 
for a hands-on drumming experience. 
Attendees are invited to bring a drum 
if they have one. People of all ages are 
welcome. The event is free; donations 
will be accepted to support Artists-in-
the-Schools. This program is produced 
by the Arts Council of Macon County; 
for information phone 828-524-ARTS 
or email arts4all@dnet.net. 

Thurs. - Sat., Feb. 23-25
• She Kills Monsters is to be pre-

sented in University Auditorium at 
WCUat 7:30 p.m. p.m. Student tick-
ets are available for purchase at $10, 
adults at $20, and Seniors (65+) at 
$15. More information and tickets 
can be found through the Bardo Arts 
Center Box Office by visiting arts.
wcu.edu/tickets, or you can purchase 
tickets by calling the Box Office by 
calling 828-227-ARTS. 

Thurs., Feb. 23
• At The Bascom at 5 p.m.,  free 

Winter Exhibition Reception.
Sat., Feb. 25
• Girl Scout cookies are available 

for sale at Highlands Wine Shoppe at 
Main and 3rd streets from 12-4p.

• At Hudson Library, In partner-
ship with Albert Carlton Cashiers 
Community Library, they will be stag-
ing “An Evening of Murder, Mystery, 
& Dinner” on Saturday. Using their 
best detective skills, participants will 

be asked to solve a spine-chilling mys-
tery while they share a pot-luck meal 
(along with clues and gossip)at 5 p.m. 
Everyone will come onto the scene 
in character and in costume.The case 
should be closed in 3 hours. Space is 
limited and places will be available on 
a first-come/first-served basis.  This 
special event is open to the public and 
free of charge.

• At the Highlander Mountain 
House on Main and 3rd streets,  A 
family style dinner experience by no-
table Chef, Julia Jaksic, followed by an 
intimate music performance by song-
stress, Jessie Baylin. Festivities begin at 
7 p.m. Go to https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/dinner-and-a-show-tickets-
520874879787?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 
for tickets.

Sun. Feb. 26
• She Kills Monsters is to be pre-

sented in University Auditorium at 
WCUat 3 p.m. Student tickets are 
available for purchase at $10, adults 
at $20, and Seniors (65+) at $15. 
More information and tickets can be 
found through the Bardo Arts Center 
Box Office by visiting arts.wcu.edu/
tickets, or you can purchase tickets 
by calling the Box Office by calling 
828-227-ARTS. 

Thurs., March 2
• African Drumming at the Hud-

son Library. Celebrate Black History 
Month with an afternoon of interac-
tive West African drumming Thursday, 
3:30-4:30 p.m., Music educator Fonzi-
ba Koster, who has presented drum-
ming and culture workshops to thou-
sands over the last 25 years, brings 30 
authentic West African Jembe drums 
for a hands-on drumming experience. 
Attendees are invited to bring a drum 
if they have one. People of all ages are 
welcome. The event is free; donations 
will be accepted to support Artists-in-
the-Schools. This program is produced 
by the Arts Council of Macon County; 
for information phone 828-524-ARTS 
or email arts4all@dnet.net. 

Sat., March 4
• Girl Scout cookies are available 
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Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare

Celebrate Presidents’ DayCelebrate Presidents’ Day

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come see what’s new 
for 2023 at 

the Molly Grace!

for sale at 4118 Kitchen in 
Highlands Plaza from 12-4p.

Thurs., March 9 
• Chamber Chats at the 

Highlands Community Build-
ing on Poplar Street from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. Light breakfast 
with coffee and tea. To RSVP 
contact Colleen Kerrigan at 
businessservices@highland-
schamber.org or call 828-
526-5841.

Tues.& Wed., March 
15 & 15

• At PAC, Youth Theatre 
presents Madagascar Jr. A 
Musical Adventure at 7 p.m. 
It’s FREE but please “pur-
chase” tickets so we know 
how many people are com-
ing.

Fri., March 24
• At PAC, Rhythm of 

the Dance. For tickets, email 
highlandspacnc@gmail.com

Sun., May 14
• At PAC, Steep Canyon 

Rangers. For tickets, email 
highlandspacnc@gmail.com.

June 23-July 8
• “Jersey Boys” at Moun-

tain Theatre Company now 
in residence at the Perform-
ing Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. For tickets go to 
www.mountaintheatre.com

July 28-Aug. 19
• “Rock of Ages” at 

Mountain Theatre Compa-
ny now in residence at the 
Performing Arts Center on 
Chestnut Street For tickets 
go to www.mountainthe-
atre.com.

Oct. 6-28
“The Rocky Horror 

Show” at Mountain Theatre 
Company now in residence 
at the Performing Arts Cen-
ter on Chestnut Street. For 
tickets go to www.moun-
taintheatre.com.

...EVENTS
 continued from 
page 11
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Celebrate Presidents’ Day in HighlandsCelebrate Presidents’ Day in Highlands

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Renew 
this new 

year!

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Our family is grateful for our new 
and returning customers. We are 

beyond blessed for the folks we 
work with and their dedication! 

New SpringNew Spring
merchandise merchandise 

arriving daily!arriving daily!

• Free People • THML 
• Z Supply • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana
Jeans by: • Joes •AG   

 • Citizens 
 • Hudson
 • Mother
 Shoes by:
 • ShuSh   
 • Diba
• Blowfish
• Matisse

A Highlands tradition since 1940.
Our 83rd season on Main Street.

Wednesday -- Saturday
828-526-3160

338 Main St.
526-4777

SALE

Spring Arrivals 
are HERE!

Winter 
Clearance 
continues
75% Off!

NEW Cozy Robes & PJs
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Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

•Hospital news• 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

bobhenritze@gmail.com 
www.firewoodcompany.net

828.200.3050

The steps to heart health are achievable, with determination 
and a strong patient-provider partnership

Since we celebrate National 
Heart Month every Febru-
ary, it’s a good time to re-

view what we can do to lower our 
risk for heart disease and heart 
attack. Unfortunately, heart attack 
has been the No. 1 cause of  death 
in the United States for more than 
seven decades, and it’s not an ex-
aggeration to say that it is an epi-
demic. By raising our awareness 
about the steps we ourselves can 
take to lower our risk for a heart 
attack, we can feel empowered 
about improving and supporting 
our heart health. 

Even though we have all read 
and heard about lifestyle factors 
in relation to heart health many 
times, I feel it can’t be said too 
many times. What you eat and 
how much you move are the two 
critical everyday lifestyle factors 
you can improve now to ensure 

your heart stays strong. 
Adopting a healthy diet that 

consists of  a variety of  fruits and 
vegetables, lean protein like chicken 
and fish, legumes (foods like beans, 
lentils, and peas), and heart-healthy 
fats (think nuts, avocados, and fish 
high in omega-3 fatty acids like 
salmon) is something that goes a 
long, long way in ensuring that your 
heart stays in tip-top shape. 

Of  course, it’s also important 
to avoid certain foods, includ-
ing “junk” foods that are highly 
processed and fast food. It’s also 
smart to keep your alcohol intake 
in check and even though this isn’t 
food, smoking is something many 
want to do after a meal. Remember 
that smoking hurts your heart — 
and has also been linked to virtually 
every serious health condition out 
there, from stroke and diabetes to 
cancer and dental health problems. 

It’s also advised 
that we get a mini-
mum of  150 minutes 
of  moderate exercise 
per week. This isn’t as 
much as it sounds like, 
and it works out to just 
30 minutes, five days 
per week. The key is 
finding exercise that 
you enjoy, whether 
that’s hiking the Pla-
teau’s beautiful trails, 
taking a dance class, or 
going for a run with a 
friend. 

Moving every day and eating 
well helps keep you within a nor-
mal weight range in a time when 
obesity is a true epidemic in our 
country. Unfortunately, high rates 
of  obesity in younger people 35-64 
are increasing their risk for heart 
disease earlier in life, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC). 

We know too that physical 
activity is a great stress reducer as 
well — and effective stress man-
agement is also a big part of  taking 
good care of  your heart. Managing 
stress better has to do with finding 
healthy substitutes for habits like 
spending too much time on our 
screens, addiction to work, or over-
eating. Solutions include getting out 
in nature, allowing yourself  time to 
socialize and do things you enjoy, 
volunteering, and engaging in a 

practice like meditation 
or taking a yoga class. 

Getting adequate, 
high-quality sleep is 
also something linked 
to good heart health, 
so if  you suffer with 
insomnia or suspect 
you may have sleep 
apnea, speak with your 
provider about inter-
ventions that can help. 
Practices that you can 
adopt to improve sleep 
include making your 
bedroom a screen-free 

domain, avoiding heavy meals and 
alcohol, going to bed at the same 
time each evening, and keeping 
your bedroom well-ventilated and 
at a comfortable temperature. 

Your primary care provider, 
as I noted before, is someone you 
can talk to about the state of  your 
heart, and your habits. You can get 
a good idea of  what habits you can 
change by “knowing your num-
bers,” such as your weight, blood 
pressure, and cholesterol. This can 
be a starting point for improving 
your heart health. 

I also want to make sure each 
of  you are aware that we have ac-
cess to a cardiologist on the Pla-
teau.  Dr. William Wharton is a 
board-certified cardiologist who 
sees patients at the Jane Woodruff  
Clinic on the hospital campus twice 
a month.  

I’m also happy to report 
that cardiology teleconsultations 
are now available at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital (HCH). If  you 
visit HCH and are having minor 
cardiac symptoms, we may be 
able to offer teleconsultation with 
a board-certified cardiologist. 
This would allow us to keep you 
here at our hospital. 

This way, you can stay here 
at HCH and don’t have to be 
transported to another hospi-
tal, though if  that is necessary, 
we would stabilize you here and 
transport you to Mission Hospital 
via MAMA, the medical transport 
helicopter. 

We also offer telemedicine 
for pulmonology, infectious dis-
ease, acute stroke, and nephrolo-
gy (kidney conditions), infectious 
diseases, and wound care.

A word of  warning, howev-
er. Lifestyle is one important fac-
tor in heart health, but family his-
tory also has a significant impact. 
It’s important to be familiar with 
heart attack symptoms, and never 
to ignore them. Both genders can 
experience chest pain or tightness, 
jaw, neck, or back pain, shortness 
of  breath, arm pain, and nausea 
or vomiting. However, women 
may also notice pain in the lower 
chest or upper abdomen, indiges-
tion, sweating, and dizziness.   

Every other year precincts in 
North Carolina gather at this time 
of  year to conduct mandatory 
business. This includes electing of-
ficers for the next two years. hear-
ing messages from the state and 
district Democratic leaders, and 
other matters that may be brought 

•Biz/org news• 
Democratic Prescint meeting is Tues., Feb. 18

by any registered members of  this 
precinct. 

Our meeting is scheduled for 
5 PM, Tuesday, February 28, 2023 
at the Hudson LIbrary Commu-
nity Room. 

There is noteworthy news at 
the state level. The leadership of  

the state Democratic Party was 
replaced almont entirely, largely 
due to what is considered to be a 
very ineffective effort in the last 
election. We’ll have the update on 
what happened and who is now 
running the state party business. 
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

We are taking a little time off after an awesome 2022 ... 
thanks to you, our customers! We will be closed through 

mid-April when we will reopen. See you then!

...LIBRARY continued from page 1

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

*WINTER CLEARANCE*
60% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS 

25% OFF LIGHTING & ART 

n Church of the Good  
Shepherd Bazaar Barn 

� GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn 

Shoppes on the Green I 94 US HWY 64 WI Right behind the Crossroads 
Skip Ryan: 828-226-2588 

•Hospital news• 

Citizens filled the meeting room of the MC Library on Siler Road during last week’s monthly library meeting.

featured explicit content as well 
as proposed a solution of  labeling 
LGTBQ themed books and 
displaying them in a specifically 
marked and designated section of  
the library so parents can easily 
identify the books. 

While some patrons offered 
solutions such as removing 
controversial books from the 
library’s selection and placing 
rainbow stickers on the spine of  
books to clearly identify them as 
LGTBQ, others asked the county 
to consider pulling out of  the 
Fontana Regional Library System 
completely. 

The Macon County Public 
Library, as well as the Nantahala 
Library and the Hudson Library 
in Highlands operates under a 
regional agreement with Board 
of  County Commissioners from 
Jackson, Macon, and Swain 
Counties for the nonprofit 
organization referred to the 
Fontana Regional Library System 
to provide public library services. 

The f i r s t  membersh ip 
to the advisory board of  the 
Macon County Public Library 
was approved by the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners 
in March 1980, nearly 43 years 
ago. The agreement states that 
the county will provide funding 
for facilities and operations of  
the library and that the library 
will be governed by policies and 

procedures established by the 
library system’s board of  trustees. 

According to the 1980 
agreement, the library board, 
which is appointed by the county 
commissioners, is responsible 
for planning of  library needs, 
recommending candidates to serve 
as the county librarian if  a position 
becomes vacant, and to consult 
with and advise the county librarian 
about problems relative to library 
services as well as aid in preparing 
the annual budget. The board can 
also serve to coordinate fundraising 
for the library. 

The last agreement, signed in 
2013, states: “the Boards of  County 
Commissioners of  Jackson, Macon, 
and Swain Counties recognize that 
collaboration provides the most 
effective and efficient means to 
provide public library service to 
the residents of  said counties by 
unifying the administration of  the 
participating libraries, providing 
professional library specialists, 
cooperating in the selection of  
books and other materials, and 
crossing county lines for the 
benefit of  all; this collaboration 
provides opportunities for service 
and resource allocations otherwise 
beyond the financial and service 
capacities of  the individual county 
governments and libraries.”

T h e  c o n t r a c t  d e f i n e s 
the relationship between the 
participating counties and the 

library system stating that all real 
property such as buildings, grounds, 
and other facilities of  each library 
shall be acquired and owned by the 
respective counties while all other 
property such as library materials, 
technology, furnishings, and books, 
are owned by Fontana Regional 
Library, with an exception for the 
Hudson Library in Highlands, 
which calls for joint ownership of  
materials within the library. 

Because of  the agreement 
in place, if  Macon County were 
to withdraw from the regional 
library system, they would retain 
the Macon County Public Library 
building, as well as the Nantahala 
Library building, in which the 
libraries operate, however the 
entirety of  the buildings contents 
would be removed at the discretion 
of  the library system. 

While some patrons called 
for separating from the Fontana 
Regional Library system, there is 
no indication the county intends 
to pursue that course of  action at 
this time.

Following the board meeting 
last week, the library board and 
representatives from the county 
commission agreed to work 
together toward a solution to 
address the concerns that have been 
received regarding specific books as 
well as identifying LGTBQ books 
and materials. 
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Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt 

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from 

everywhere ... on the street 
or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com. 

Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded 

every Thursday AM

...STAY continued from page 1

Last Fall’s middle school production of  Fame Jr. was a tremendous success and paved 
the way for the elementary school students to get excited about being in Madagascar Jr. A 
Musical Adventure.

Going through a bit of  a mid-life crisis, Marty, the zebra, wishes that he could be out in 
the wild. After meeting a bunch of  crazy penguins who also want to escape from the zoo, 
Marty follows them and breaks free. Discovering that their friend has gone, Alex the lion, 
Melman the “hypocon-giraffe” and Gloria the hippo, go on a mission to find him and bring 
him back to the zoo. 

March 14 and 15. at 7 PM
Both show are in Highlands Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street.
Tickets are FREE, but please “purchase” them so we know the count.

PAC’s Youth Theatre’s next performance 
is March 14 & 15

to dismiss the Huff  vs. Town of  Highlands 
case in court in Swain County February 27.

However, with the joint consent of  the 
parties - Plaintiff  Huff  et all and Defendants 
Town of  Highlands - a stay of  these pro-
ceedings was outlined and ordered:

1. Plaintiffs filed the Complaint in 
this matter on October 13, 2021, contest-
ing, among other things, Defendant’s legal 
authority to regulate short-term rentals.

2. Defendant filed a motion to dis-
miss the complaint in December 2021, and 
has not filed an answer.

3. Plaintiffs moved for partial sum-
mary judgment and filed a motion to attor-
neys’ fees that they noticed for hearing on 
February 27, 2023. 

4. The scope of  a municipality’s au-
thority to regulate short-term rentals has 
been the subject of  litigation nationwide and 
in this state. See, e.g., (Schoeder cite; Blowing 
Rock cite; other cites).

5. The Parties believe and understand 
that the NC General Assembly this year in-
tends to consider legislation that directly ad-
dresses a municipality’s authority to regulate 
short-term rentals.  

6. Any such legislation would have a 
direct impact on the legal claims in this case 

and any potential ruling on the legal claims 
from this Court. 

7. The Parties believe it would be 
in the interest of  judicial economy and the 
Parties’ resources, which include taxpayer 
funds, to stay this case pending action by 
the General Assembly on the issue of  short-
term rental regulation. 

The Agreement statement says:
1. The Parties agree that a stay of  six 

months from February 27, 2023, is a rea-
sonable length of  time for this action to be 
stayed.

2. The Parties have agreed that this stay 
may be lifted upon agreement of  the Parties 
or further order of  this Court.  

3. The Town shall not pass any mate-
rial legislation regarding or relating to short-
term rentals during the period of  the stay. 
Passing such material legislation shall be 
grounds for dissolution of  the Stay Order.

4. Any dispute as to whether leg-
islation is “material” for purposes of  this 
Agreement shall be decided by the Court 
upon a motion by Plaintiffs to dissolve the 
Stay Order. 

5. This Agreement shall not be con-
strued to prejudice the legal rights of  the 
Parties or pending claims in the Litigation. 

6. The Agreement was entered for the 
purposes of  preserving the resources of  
the Parties and shall not be deemed an ad-
mission or concession by either Party to any 
fact or legal issue.

As to the future of  short-term rent-
als in North Carolina, Jennifer Sokolowsky 
with Avalara My Lodge Tax reported mov-
ing forward in 2023, extreme positions on 
STR regulation — from total STR bans on 
the government side to a complete lack of  
rules on the operators’ side — will not be 
the norm. 

“Instead, many communities will find 
that a more balanced approach will likely 
achieve the most success. In this best-case 
scenario, communities will be able to take 
advantage of  the many benefits STRs bring, 
while having mechanisms in place to effec-
tively curb any negative effects and giving 
all sides an opportunity to contribute.”

- Kim Lewicki
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During this month’s Highlands 
Greenway workday, Saturday, Feb. 18,  
volunteers will meet at the Rec Park back 
parking lot at 9 a.m. 

In partnership with the Coalition for 
Non-native Invasive Plant Management 
(CNIPM) the group will be removing Privet 
and Oriental Bittersweet from the Rec Park. 

Please bring gloves, loppers, hand 
saws, and a determination to kill privet.

Help remove non-native invasive plants 
from our community! 

This will be the first step in an effort to 
restore this forested area to a more beneficial 
landscape for the Highlands community.  
Help is greatly appreciated.

Work will stop at noon and lunch is at 
4118.  Please let Sonya Carpenter know if  
you plan to attend so we can plan accordingly. 
S o n y a  C a r p e n t e r  
sonyacarpenter@gmail.com

Mainspring Conservation Trust invites 
volunteers of  every knowledge level to join 
a tree-planting party and turn Tessentee Bot-
tomland Preserve’s newest tract into a haven 
for wildlife. 

Planting will occur on Thursday, Febru-
ary 23 from 9am-5pm, Friday, March 3 from 
9am-12pm, and/or Saturday, March 4 from 
9am-12pm. Enjoy provided snacks (or lunch 
if  you join for the full day), befriending like-
minded tree lovers, and the satisfaction of  
creating a home for an abundance of  critters. 
Visit mainspringconserves.org/events for 
more details and to register for this event. 

“We’re going to establish a woody ripar-
ian buffer on 14 acres of  the property, along 
the river and the creek,” says Kelder Monar, 
Mainspring’s Stewardship Manager. “We will 
plant native trees with specific value for wild-
life, 4,300 trees in total. This is a big project, 
so we’ll need extra volunteers.”

Without intentional planting, common 
species like tulip poplar, black walnut, and 
sycamore would naturally form a “woody 
riparian buffer,” a community of  plants grow-
ing along a waterway that keeps it clean, cool, 
and comfortable for aquatic creatures. These 
common trees would create an adequate 
buffer, but they are already prevalent in 

TessenTREE Planting event 
needs volunteers

floodplain forests and wouldn’t offer wildlife 
anything special. 

 Monar wants this buffer to not only im-
prove the aquatic habitat on the preserve but 
enrich the forest habitat as well, and selected 
eight species of  native trees that will sup-
port wildlife. Redbud, silky dogwood, false 
indigo, and buttonbush will provide nectar 
for pollinators. Persimmon, black gum, and 
red mulberry produce fruits that birds and 
mammals enjoy. Catalpa hosts Catalpa sphinx 
moth caterpillars, which often drop into the 
water and are a delicacy to fish.

 Mainspring acquired the first portion 
of  Tessentee Bottomland Preserve in 1999, 
and has since added three additional tracts. 
Visitors can view a historic farmstead, a 
rich diversity of  birds and butterflies, and a 
wide range of  habitats, including a red cedar 
savannah and a distinct granite outcrop. 
Mainspring maintains native river cane and 
white oak stands on the property in collabo-
ration with Cherokee artisans, who harvest 
these plants for use in traditional crafts. This 
new addition, a 40-acre former cattle pasture, 
brings the total size of  the preserve to over 
110 acres.

 Visit mainspringconserves.org/events 
for more details and to register for this event. 

 

•area enVironMental eVents• 

Who is wintering in these woods? 
That’s the question the Highlands Nature 
Center is asking as they take part in the 
Great Backyard Bird Count, and you 
can join in too! This global event, now 
in its 26th year, invites people to spend 
time in their favorite places watching and 
counting birds - as many birds as you can 
find. Reporting these observations helps 
scientists better understand how birds 
across the world are doing.

The Nature Center will kick off  the 
event with “Early Bird Strolls” on Friday 
and Saturday, February 17th and 18th, 
from 9 to 10 AM. Birders of  all skill levels 
can meet at the North Campus of  the 
Highlands Biological Station (111 Lower 
Lake Road) for an introduction to the Great 
Backyard Bird Count before taking a walk 

around campus to find our feathered friends. 
Binoculars will be provided.

The Nature Center will wrap up their 
Great Backyard Bird Count celebration with 
“Bird’s the Word!” - a family-friendly event 
on Saturday, February 18th from 3 to 5 PM. 
Borrow child-sized binoculars to spot birds 
around Lindenwood Lake, go on a scavenger 
hunt in the Botanical Garden, and learn how 
scientists need our help to count the birds in 
our backyards

These programs are free, and made 
possible by the Highlands Biological 
Foundation. No registration necessary. For 
more information, visit highlandsbiological.
org. The Highlands Nature Center and 
Highlands Botanical Garden are part of  the 
Highlands Biological Station, a multi-campus 
center of  Western Carolina University.

Great Backyard Bird Count is Feb. 17 & 18
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Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•spiritually speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Sr. Pastor 
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

The Super 
Bowl and the 
Supernatural

Historically, Super Bowl ads have been a consistent 
and entertaining draw for American viewers. If  
football isn’t your thing, you may still check out 

the amazingly expensive, well-done commercials. Super 
Bowl ads bring out an advertiser’s very best, because of  the 
mega-expensive airtime and the cultural platform provided. 
Would you not agree that over the past fifty-plus years, the 
Super Bowl has become much more than a football game? 
The Super Bowl has become a cultural phenomenon, in-
tended to amuse, entertain, and lure people into developing 
a new allegiance to an automobile, a snack food, a bever-
age, or even a medication?  

Certainly, a great deal of  research goes into under-
standing just what demographic of  our society watches the 
Super Bowl. Therefore, one can know something of  our 
culture by knowing the products advertised. The first com-
mercial I saw this past Sunday, aired just moments prior to 
one of  the most aggressive, and violent athletic competi-
tions known to this culture. This ad promoted a product 
intended to alleviate the nagging symptoms of  menopause. 
This pre-kickoff  attention to menopause caused a pause in 
me. Immediately, I had to consider a historic paradigm shift 
in viewership that I in no way saw coming. After watch-
ing more commercials with late 30’s, mid 80’s and mid 90’s 
movie references, I soon realized that our younger Ameri-
cans are apparently not into the Super Bowl, but maybe 
more so interested in the halftime show. 

How interesting, the NFL is seemingly experiencing 
a drop in current and possible future viewership among 
our potential “younger viewers” taking a pass on the Super 
Bowl.  These same “younger generations” are also taking a 
pass on being positively influenced by the church. Interest-
ing. 

Did you happen to notice the “He Gets Us” commer-
cials for Jesus? Few would disagree that they were very well 
done and at the very least interesting, current, and thought-
provoking. Whenever you get Jesus in the mix, there is 
controversy. Jesus was as enveloped in controversy in the 
first century as He is now in this cultural moment. Is Jesus 
controversial? No, people don’t really have a problem with 
Jesus. I think the people who follow Him and the people 
who oppose Him cause unnecessary controversy. How so? 
Here are a few, very fair and objective thoughts for your fair 
and objective consideration:
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•police & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries 

from Feb. 3. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Feb. 3
• At 1:25 p.m., officers responded 

to a 1-vehicle accident on Church 
Street.

Feb. 8
• At 1 p.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident in the Blue Bike 
Cafe parking lot.

Feb. 9
• At 10:03 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident on S. 4th 
Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Feb. 8

Feb. 8
• 11:32 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a CO2 alarm at a residence on 
Highgate Road.

Feb. 10
• At 9:10 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Walhalla 
Road.

Feb. 11
• At 6:53 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Cul-
lasaja Club Drive.

Feb. 13
• At 7:18 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a call of smoke at the hospital.
Feb. 13
At 9:06 a.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance at a location on Buck 
Creek Road.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18
1. To those who follow Christ:  Je-

sus is inclusive of  all people. He shows no 
favoritism. He so loved the world that He 
died for everyone in it.  If  those who fol-
low Christ show impartiality or prejudice 
towards others, and sow discord and ha-
tred towards others, unnecessary contro-
versy and damaging hypocrisy will certainly 
abound. All followers of  Christ must be in-
timately acquainted with the plank in their 
own eyes as well as the speck in their neigh-
bors. Believers are to love others (even their 
enemies) and walk-in integrity. Love the sin-
ner but not the sin. Some who follow Christ 
need to grow up and follow Him and speak 
more often with actions than words. Peo-
ple’s attention spans will only increase, and 
mocking will decrease. Maybe, if  we verbal-
ize less and demonstrate more, those who 
are perishing will hear better? Jesus needs a 
little room to work on people’s redemption 
and His Lordship without His own getting 
in His way.  

2. To those who do not believe 
Christ is the Messiah: Yes, Jesus is highly 
inclusive, full of  grace, a dispenser of  im-
measurable mercy and forgiveness but that 
doesn’t mean anything goes. You are a sin-
ner as much as those who follow Him. You 
know this. He is highly accessible, and ready 
to receive you, but you cannot be your own 
Lord. His teachings, actions and selflessness 
are indisputable. He doesn’t love you based 
on your moral purity. He is love, and at 

times, love is so very honest. He won’t stop 
and start loving you, but you only have so 
much time to turn away and look to Him. 
You live in a culture becoming increasingly 
violent, lawless, hopeless, divided and con-
fused. We are astray, surely you know that? 
Christ is who He says He is. Lord. He is 
the perfect standard no one can attain. He 
is the fullness you desire. Perhaps you try to 
fill the emptiness within you with decisions 
and changes that actually have no lasting ef-
fect? Turn to Him, He is waiting. It’s okay, 
talk with Him.

3. “He Gets Us.”  Great ads. The 
content isn’t controversial, it’s what we are 
all wanting (unity, love, compassion, inno-
cence etc. etc.). He does “get us.” He lived 
here on earth. He grew in wisdom and stat-
ure. He knows sorrow, depression, betrayal, 
trauma, verbal and physical abuse, public 
humiliation, the loss of  loved ones, preju-
dice, oppression, persecution and evading 
His enemies. He knows loneliness, forsak-
enness, and death. He knows these things 
not because He “Googled” them, He 
knows because He experienced them. He 
understands you and how you are feeling, 
coping and at times merely surviving. 

Next year, many will have forgotten 
who played in the Super Bowl. Perhaps a 
couple of  simple commercials may remain 
on your mind long enough to be a segue’ 
into considering the love, grace and Lord-
ship of  Christ? We all need Him. Amen?    

•Biz/org news•

On Wednesday, February 8, 2023 Aniah McKim traveled to Cary, NC.  He spent the 
night to be ready to be on the pool deck at 7:15 am on Thursday the 9th to get ready for 
event #22 the 100 yard breaststroke at the 2023 North Carolina State Swimming Champi-
onships.  McKim, a freshman, swam well, finishing 22nd, behind mostly upper classmen, 
at least 7 of  which were seniors. He swam the 2nd fastest 100 breaststroke of  his career at 
1:09.46.

McKim swims well at State Championships
Coach Steve Hott with Aniah McKim at meet in Cary, NC.

Controlled burn on Oak St. set for Feb. 18
Highlands Fire & Rescue Chief  Ryan 

Gearhart announced there will be a Con-
trolled Live Burn Training on Oak Street 
on the old Crane property site beginning at 
9 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 18.

“We are notifying citizens so they don’t 
feel like they have to call in a fire,” said Gear-
hart.

The property is now part of  Sanctuary 
on 1st Street development.

The Highlands Community Child Development Center, in collaboration with the Church of the 
Incarnation, recently opened additional child care spaces at the church. An open house on Febru-
ary 14,  showcased the new classrooms, which will provide child care for an additional 25 pre-
school children.       - Photo by Slocum Howland
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137
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• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY OWNER. new 2-story 

house with 2 bed/2 1/2 baths. Office with sepa-
rate entrance. 3.14 acres. Beautifully developed 
land. Big garage. Shed. Paved road. Cul-de-sac. 
No Realtors. Email brainrenew99@icloud.com. 
(st.2/9) 

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN 
CAR. Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 
for details. (st. 11/3) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature 
luxury resort. Call for more information. 828-
421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE 

FOR RENT, $3,500/mth on Lake Glenville 
with views and access. New Renovation, AC, 
Long term 3-6 mo, Couple preferred, off Rt 107, 
10 min to Cashiers, private lane, avail Spring 
thru Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE 
AVAILABLE. Fully furnished, one bedroom, 
one bath. Easy access from Highlands Road in 
Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal rental be-
tween Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller 
at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.
com (st. 11/23)

BIZ OPPORTUNITY
ANGEL INVESTOR NEEDED - Local 

resident with 25 years experience in business. 
Looking for an investment of $150,000 for Lo-
cal Start Up & Equipment. Shoot me an email 
for Business Plan. Porichards2021@gmail.com 
(st. 2/2) 

HELP WANTED
THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 

CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL is looking 
for a responsible, reliable part-time administra-
tive assistant for the 2023 Season. Music knowl-
edge is not a requirement. A warm, friendly en-
vironment awaits you! Please email hccmfnc@
gmail.com to arrange an appointment (st. 2/2)

WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT - Op-
portunity for an experienced line cook and 
hostess/host. Evening shift. Great pay, possible 
on premise living. Starting 2/26/2023 call Mindy  
828.421.2211. (st. 1/19)

HOTWIRE COMUNICATIONS IS 
HIRING! LOCAL Highlands opportunities. 
FULL-TIME, year-round, customer facing, Field 
Service Technicians & Fiber Splicer jobs avail-
able. Excellent pay & benefits. Forward your re-
sume to samantha.baker@hotwirecommunica-
tion.com. (st. 9/15)

SWEETREATS AND HIGHLANDS 
DELI IS UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
and is hiring full and part time staff for the sea-

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926
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...SEWER continued from page 1

son. Competitive starting wage, 
great tips, and reasonable hours 
(not too early, not too late). Pick 
up an application in store at 115 S. 
4th Street or apply on Sweetreat-
shighlands.com. (st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, 
Small Assisted Living Facility cur-
rently hiring CNAs and Dietary 
Staff. Flexible Schedule, Com-
petitive Pay, Great Atmosphere. 
Call 828-526-5251 or stop by 
for an application.You may apply 
in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by 
email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINT CO. 

- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600 (3/30)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Specializing 

in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ 
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Con-
truction – Remodels, Additions, 
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, 
Painting. Insured. 828-200-4071. 
(6/29) 

N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

Stillwell Enter-
prises, experts in the 
field, and town crews 
worked through the 
night and into Friday 
afternoon until it was 
determined that the 
line was operational.

A substantial sec-
tion of  the 29-year-old 
sewer pipe had failed 
due to deterioration 
which caused the breaks, said Nix.

Crews made permanent repairs using 
materials the town had on hand – 12-inch 
Ductile Iron Pipe, which is the same as the 
original pipe.

“We are preparing a study of  the line 
to determine if  any other areas need to be 
replaced,” said Nix. “We are also consider-
ing other materials for longer range alterna-
tives.”

About 10,000 gal-
lons of  sewage from 
the failed pipe entered a 
portion of  Mirror Lake.  

“However, this 
did not impact the wa-
ter treatment plant be-
cause there are options 
for water intake,” said 
Nix. “In addition, wa-
ter sampling began im-
mediately upstream and 

downstream of  the leak per requirements.”
Following protocols, Nix notified the 

state and state officials will monitor the sys-
tem.  

“The town water system has not been 
compromised, nevertheless water plant op-
erators will conduct ongoing water tests in 
order to assure high quality service contin-
ues,” said Nix.

- Kim Lewicki

Motorists traveling the route were detoured to one lane so workers could make repairs safely.

Workers started to repair the line as soon as the W/S dept. noticed it on Wednesday of last 
week.  A substantial section of the 29-year-old sewer pipe had failed due to deterioration which 
caused numerous breaks in the line.

Crews made permanent repairs using materials the town had on hand – 12-inch Ductile Iron 
Pipe - which is the same as the original pipe. The town is preparing a study of the line to deter-
mine if any other areas need to be replaced while considering other materials for longer range 
alternatives.

- Photos by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Offered for 
$3,999,999

191 N Hollow, Cashiers
In GlenCove

(membership is not required)

16 Acres with
Waterfall, Stream, 

Trout Pond and Barn 
(Horses Allowed)

Andrea Gabbard

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Closed 
Wednesday 

and for 
dinner on 

Sunday
11a-3:30p &

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Closed until 
mid-March

40 Years of Fine Dining

IItt  wwaass  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  
ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu..

114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104

#1 REAL ESTATE 
FIRM
OONN  TTHHEE  PPLLAATTEEAAUU

$291 MILLION
SSAALLEESS  VVOOLLUUMMEE  22002211

276
TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS

$1M
AAVVEERRAAGGEE  SSAALLEE  PPRRIICCEE

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

NOW OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net


