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STRs make 2022 a year of contention

Short-term rentals and elec-
tion candidates dominated the
news in 2022.

Thankfully, with STR stop
gaps put in place to stop the pro-

School and
county
debate

future of
facilities in
county

By Brittney Lofthouse

According to NC General
Statute, it is the “duty of the lo-
cal boards of education to make
provisions for the public school
term by providing adequate
school buildings equipped with
suitable school furniture and ap-
paratus.”’

However, the same pro-
vision specifies that while the
board of education has the duty
to make provisions for the facili-
ties, “the needs and the cost of
those buildings, equipment, and
apparatus, shall be presented
each year when the school bud-
get is submitted to the respective

e See FACILITIES page 14
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-2022 Year in Review -

liferation of STRs, and softwate
identifying owners using Airbnb
and VRBO, the rancor that perme-
ated the town has settled down.
According to Highlands Po-
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lice Chief Andrea Holland, Sept.
15 (the cutoff date for existing
STRs) through Dec. 30, there has
been one STR noise complaint

o See YEAR IN REVIEW page 12

A multi-agency vehicle check at Lower Lake and Big Bear Pen on Tuesday.

- Photo submitted

Illegal drugs found during
routine traffic checkpoint

On Tuesday, Jan. 10 after-
noon, motorists on Chestnut
Street got the opportunity to see
a law enforcement checkpoint in
action.

During the routine traffic
check, K9 officers from Highlands

Police Department and the Macon
County Sheriff’s Office were used
to sniff multiple vehicles. Conse-
quently, the operation yielded the
seizure of methamphetamines and
drug paraphernalia found in a ve-

e See DRUGS page 19

Thinking of listing your home?
Don't just get it on the market.
Get it the attention it deserves.

Contact the #1firm on the Plateau today!

114 N, 4th Street | (828) 5264104 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.8300
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NCDOYJ will not charge
former Congressman
with voter fraud

By Brittney Lofthouse

The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Justice announced in De-
cember that there is not sufficient
evidence to bring charges against
former District 11 Congressman
Mark Meadows or his wife Debra
Meadows for alleged voter fraud
involving the 2020 election. Attor-
ney General Josh Stein released the
following statement:

“The State Bureau of Inves-
tigation conducted an extensive
investigation into the fraud allega-
tions against Mr. and Mrs. Mead-
ows concerning their registration
and voting in the 2020 elections,”
said North Carolina Attorney
General Josh Stein in a statement.
“After a thorough review, my of-
fice has concluded that there is
not sufficient evidence to bring
charges against either of them in
this matter.”

The investigation into the

Meadows began last year af-
ter The New Yorker magazine
reported that Mark Meadows
had registered to vote in Macon
County just weeks before the
2020 election.

North Carolina voter re-
cords show Meadows registered
at the Scaly Mountain address on
September 22, 2020. He voted ab-
sentee by mail in the 2020 general
election. He was removed from
the North Carolina voter rolls
in April after it was determined
Meadows was simultaneously reg-
istered to vote in three states.

“Mr. Meadows has made
numerous unfounded, damag-
ing allegations about voter fraud
both before and after the 2020
election,” said Stein. “In addi-
tion, in its referral to the United
States Department of Justice, the
bipartisan January 6th congres-

e See FRAUD page 10

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.+ 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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The way things work in two parts

Part 1 — The Local Gov-

ernment Process:

am not the Kim Jong-il of
IHighlands. Nor am I “Boss

Hogg” directing town em-
ployees and the police to follow
my commands. I sometimes
suspect a few folks on social
media and others who send me
emails might have that impres-
sion.

In reality, I am a mayor with
limited authority by North Car-
olina statute law. I work with the
Town Manager who was hired
by the Board. The Town Manager oversees
town operations, budget development, fi-
nances, and hiring and firing of employees,
to name only a few of his duties.

I have to work with the five elected
Town Board commissioners. The Town
Board sets priorities and directs the Town
Manager to implement their governing poli-
cies and decisions. Any major decision must
be approved by the majority of the board
members.

As Mayor, I advocate for what I believe
is in the long-term best interest of the town.
I bring issues and proposals before the board
in the form of agenda items and make a case
for adopting certain initiatives.
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

On the other hand, Town
Board members have to review
certain plans, proposals, poli-
cies, and budget items to make
final decisions as the governing
body. It is their role to ask staff
and presenters questions. Board
members debate the issues at
hand before the mayor calls for
a vote.

I review the process de-
scribed above to underscore how
our local government operates
as we begin a new year. I also
acknowledge the sobering reality
that as the highest-paid elected official in the
town, the final responsibility for the town’s
effective administration falls on my shoul-
ders. If there is a problem, I am the official
who has to explain what took place and how
corrective action will address the issue. The
buck does stop with me.

I can be contacted by sending an email
to: Mayor@highlandsnc.otg, or by going to
AskmayorPat.com. My phone number is:
(828) 506-3138.

As the Town Board and staff begin
the process of developing a budget for FYI
2023-24, please feel free to let me or any
board member know your ideas about what
the town should fund and/or address in the
new budget. The new budget goes into effect
on July Ist.

Starting around February and continu-
ing through May, the board and staff will
conduct an ongoing review of proposed
budget items. This process will begin with the
Highlands Town Retreat in March, followed
by a series of afternoon budget workshops.
All budget meetings are open to the public.

Part 2 — Post-Freeze Town Update:

Our water system is at full capacity fol-
lowing the “big freeze.” The only problem
the system had was a leaking 6-inch main line.
Thankfully our crews got out in that freezing
cold on Christmas Eve to make the repair.
No significant loss of service was incurred.

The “big freeze” event underscored
the need for every residence to have a street
number cleatly displayed at the entrance to
the property. Clearly marked house numbers
were helpful for water crews cutting off ser-
vice to houses with leaking pipes. Whether
from the town, law enforcement, the fire
department, or EMS, responders need clear
information when determining an emergency
location.

“"Hello Nature center. Cancel
my membership.”

- WEATHER

Thu, 12-Jan Fri; 13-Jan Sat, 14Jan Sun; 15-Jan
51°F 37°F 39°F 49°F|
33°F 23°F 18°F 21°F

UL

Heavy rainand a Chilly with low clowds  Partly to mostly sunny  Partly sunny and milde

thunderstorm
RealFaai® RealFee & RealFael® RealFeel® Hgh:
High: 47* Low 39 Hgh: 30 Low 18* High. 35 Low. 15 51* Low. 20°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar * Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com




Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 12,2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 3

— Bl \winter Specials

BOOK TODAY | CALL 866.526.8008

AT HALF-MILE FARM & OLD EDWARDS INN | JANUARY - MARCH 2023
% 2 ; 8

Half-Mile Farm Old Edwards Inn & Spa Madison’s Restaurant Fitness Center Acorns
Stay at Half-Mile Farm Stay at Old Edwards Inn Hotel Guests Enjoy a Glass of $20 Fitness and 25% Off Your Entire
from $165 per night from $195 per night Complimentary Champagne Yoga Classes Purchase at Acorns*
with Dinner

Limited to one guest room per night. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount.

*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sunday - Thursday, January 2 - March 30, 2023. Excludes holidays.




Land For
Sale

Downtown
Highlands
4-acres divisible

into 6 lots
Next to Highlands
School

$495.000

WilsonRoadHNC.com

Mo
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
Meadows .-|.|||:'|.|| n Realty
Want an award-winning
real estate experience?
Use an award winning

real estate expert.

Teresa ranks in the
top 3% of BHHS global
network agents!

MEMEES
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Do’s and Don’ts in Real Estate!

ith 2022 now behind us, we an-
ticipate another great year in real
estate sales. I’'m constantly asked

how the market is doing with indications
from the public that things are slowing
down and prices adjusting;

If we were in a metropolitan area that
would be the case but as we all know High-
lands and Cashiers are so special and desir-
able there is no comparison on anyone’s
chart!

As the adage goes, as different as “ap-
ples and oranges, we certainly are that! Cit-
ies tend to be apples with many rotten ones
in the barrel while we are oranges, sweeter
and kissed by the sun! There is a responsibly,
however, of maintaining values and to gen-
erate quick sales if you have property to sell
on the plateau and I'll give some thoughtful
suggestions.

DO’S:

DO maintain your home regarding
cleanliness and mildew. The biggest turnoff
is “that smell” when you walk in the door
which usually means a quick walk out!

Encapsulation has become a must to
stop the must! We are a rainforest and mois-
ture in the dirt underneath your home has
nowhere to go except up into the floors and
walls of your home. Encapsulating with
heavy commercial grade plastic and a com-
mercial dehumidifier stop this! Even though
it seems costly, you will recoup the cost in
the sales price. Get several estimates and ref-
erences so you aren’t scammed)!

DO replace ALL light bulbs that re-
quire it. A dark home is depressing and a
turnoff. Use the highest wattage available.
Also replace smoke detector batteries. It is
so annoying to show a home with the con-
stant piercing sound of a smoke-detector.
Small things do make a big difference.

DO leave heat on at least 55 degrees.
It not only allows some warmth but keeps
your hardwoods from swelling from humid-
ity.

DO unclutter before listing, 1 always
remind sellers that you will have to pack it
up anyway when it’s sold so get a head start.
We are selling space and the more space they
see the better.

Pat Allen BIC
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen
Realty Group.

DO be patient. There is a home for
everybody but not everybody is a buyer for
YOUR home. If another broker is show-
ing your home, sometimes they never give
feedback so, therefore, we don’t have that
for you. If we don’t get an offer then your
home was not right for them whether too
small, too large, too far from town, or this
could be the buyer’s first trip to look, and
they aren’t ready to buy. If your real estate
agent feels the need for a price adjustment
after several showings with no offers, please
listen to the reasons and consider the facts.
Their goal is to sell your home, so everyone
needs to work together.

DON’T’S:

DON’T overprice your property! Ethi-
cal brokers give a current market analysis
and DON’T overprice to get the listing, Ask
for facts that warrant the price you are giv-
en. It’s like getting three estimates from re-
pair man and going with the cheapest. You
may realize later that was a mistake and that
estimate was just to get the job, especially if
it wasn’t done well.

The same goes for real estate — but it’s
the opposite: the highest price usually is to
get the listing and it sits for a long time! And
DON'T try to come up with your own price
based on your opinion and desires. This will
generate too many days on market and cre-
ates a red flag;

DON’T let furniture get in the way of

a sale. This is so important. I have just had
two contracts ranging form $1.6 -$3.6 mil-
lion that were almost lost due to furniture
negotiations. If you aren’t going to include
something, whether artwork or pieces of
furniture, REMOVE them BEFORE your
listing goes active. The “exclusion list” be-
comes a sore spot because if the buyer sees
it and knows you want it, they want it, too. I
can’t tell you how many discussions I’ve had
regarding this down to losing a sale based
on one item that should not have been an
issue to start with had it not been seen.

DON'T be present for showings. It be-
comes too personal, and the buyer is more
focused on you and “chit-chat” than the
home that is for sale.

DON’T be alarmed when you read an
inspection report that will range from 35-
80 pages! You know my feelings regarding
inspectors, but they feel an obligation to the
buyer to examine with a “fine-tooth” comb.
I would rather the comb have bigger teeth
and they just report on matters that pertain
to safety and integrity of the home to pre-
vent further damage.

So discuss issues with your broker to
determine what really needs attention and
plan to get it done or give a credit, allow-
ing the buyer to do it once they own the
property.

With the new year in full swing now, as
I’ve gotten older, I really think about what
saying: “Happy New Year “means. It’s like
making a wish on a star. We hope for the
best but must deal with the present. For
some it will be a great year and for others
it won’t. Loss of a loved one, whether sud-
den or after a long illness will change you
and your perspective on life forever. Take
care of your health and be kind to others.
It matters.

* Pat Allen is broker-in-charge of Allen
Tate/ Pat Allen Realty Group in the downtown
office at 295 Dillard Road. She is a Certified
Luscury Home Marketing Specialist, consistent
award-winner, and a top producer every year for her
real estate career of 19 years. You may reach her
at 828-200-9179 or email her at pat.allen(@al-
lentate.com
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NORTHEAS
 TREGION The numbers add up.

So do the sales.

AS A SMALL FIRM,

BHHS MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY ranks
SECOND in the Southeast region of the United States.*

AS A SMALL TEAM,

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

ranks SECOND in North Carolina
and 15th in the ENTIRE United States.*

*As of September 30, 2022 in the BHHS global network of more than 55000 agents.

Find out what we can do for you.

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

HIGHLANDS Spend more time doing what you love rather than working on ex-
MLS# 101302 I $60 5000 terior home maintenance! The HOA of The Cottages of Chestnut

Hill provides maintenance amenities usually found only in town- . :
house or condo communities such as: ground-to-roof
THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP exterior home maintenance, landscaping, road maintenance BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-O730 MITZI (including snow removal), water, and sewer. This one-level HomeServices
RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 cottage backs up to a natural area that will never be developed. It
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 has new flooring, new appliances, updated bathrooms, and it is the
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 only Chestnut Hill cottage with a two-car garage!

Meadows Mountain Realty

© 2023 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal
Housing Opportunity.
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 28 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair
REOPENING

Thursday, February 16
Thank you for your wonderful support
during our 28th season.

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

otsia cféouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

OPEN for Take-out
ONLY
Lunch & Dinner
Lunch 12-3p ¢ Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p|
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!

Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dnners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade defi
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed.—Frin.: 9:30a—5:30p / Sat.: 9:30a—4p
CLOSED
The Month of January

)\
o
w0

BURRITOS & MORE
4TH STREET ch
T He,
226 50V o o sesamis  VPSNC

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

LUNCH:
:“ Wed.-Sat.*11:30a - 3p
i BREAKFAST:
Wed.-Sat. * 7-10a
DINNER:
Wed.-Sat. * 5:30-9p
SUNDAY BRUNCH
10a - 3p

290 Main Street » Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

B T aAa W & M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open

6 days a week
(Closed Wed and
for dinner on Sunday)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:

‘e

Craft Ice Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches
For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main ¢ |15 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

5:30p - until

Fast & Fresh Family Food
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Weather extremes through the ages

Dear Editor,

I am sitting by the fire in early January and reflecting
on the extreme weather Highlands had during the Christ-
mas season.

We recorded -9 F with 30 mile an hour winds on Lit-
tle Bear Pen. It came to mind that climate change would
be a great topic for our Winter/Spring 2023 Highlands
Historical Society Newsletter.

Also, thoughts about those eatly settlers living in the
area even before our Highlands founding date in 1875.
How could you survive with only firewood heat, no insula-
tion, no electricity and no indoor plumbing;

Thinking of eatly settlers, David and Patsy Rog-

Modern Fast Food &
Cowtyard Market

Oﬁer'mg hot &
At cold sandwiches,
foakery items,
and
SECRET dai[y
specia[s.
Fresh[y made
and ready for
p'tck up.

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4thst.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square
Highlands « (828) 305-7509

ers from TN arrived in 1820 and the Rogers log cabin still
stands today in the Buck Creek Community. Also, in 1848
Hugh and Mary Ann Gibson bought 100 acres at 5 cents an
acre and lived in a single-room log cabin. WOW; they had to
be tough folks.

Going back to climate change, I had the opportunity to
visit with Jason Love with the Highlands Biological Center,
and he gave me documents from many years of research
that will be featured in the next HHS newsletter. To give
you a preview of the newsletter I thought you may be inter-
ested in the climate overview of their petiod of record from
USDA US Forrest Service.

¢ Air temperatures have increased significantly since
the late 1970%s.

¢ Drought severity and frequency have increased with
time.

* Precipitation distribution has become more extreme
over time.

A few years of average yearly temperatures are below:

1901 - 489 F

1902 - 50.6 F

1903 - 482 F

2020 - 524 F

2021-515F

2022-513F

We could understand climate change if there were a
straight- line trend over the last 100 plus years; however,
1933 was the warmest year on record with a average tem-
perature of 56.8 Il The year 2020 had the most precipita-
tion with 136.5 inches, 1895 was the most snow with 53.4
inches. Hope you didn’t plant your flowers May 1 in 1992
because May 9, 1992, was recorded as a day with late snow-
fall.

Just a few interesting facts for you to think about now
and our Highlands Historical Society newsletter will have a
greater coverage of the history of Highlands weather.

If you are not on our newsletter distribution and
would like to be, please send us an email stating your name
and address to hhshighlandshistory.com.

Harry McDonald
Highlands

* OBITUARY ®

Jack Hill Cotton, Jr.

Jack Hill Cotton, Jr., was born on May
17,1953, at the Corpus Christi Naval Air Base
in Corpus Christi, Texas, to Hope Hardy and
Jack Hill Cotton. He passed on to Glory on
January 8, 2023.

Jack’s fathet’s cateer was in the United
States Navy so Jack and his family lived in
many places around the country. When his
father retired, the family moved to the Hen-
dersonville, NC, area, and Jack attended West
Henderson High School. He frequently vis-
ited Franklin where his grandparents, Robert
and Madge Hardy, lived.

Jack enlisted in the United States Navy
just before his 18thh birthday. He was as-
signed to the USS Saratoga as a jet engine mechanic and was
stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin for eleven months during
the Vietnam War.

After returning to the United States, he attended South-
western Union College where he met and married his wife,
Diane. He was employed by Halliburton in the industrial
construction business and retired as Project Superintendent.
After retirement he relocated to Franklin to care for his par-
ents. He was employed by Macon County Schools as a cus-
todian for Highlands School and East Franklin Elementary.

Jack spent his retirement years reading, gunsmithing,
mowing, and moving azaleas from place to place for his

mother and wife. He was also a member of
the VFW and American Legion and served
on the VFW Honor Guard for a number of
years.

Jack is survived by his wife of 44 years,
Diane; his children, Jesse Cotton (Rachel)
of Chesapeake Beach, MD, Hope McClure
(Samuel) of Glade Valley, NC, and Benja-
min Cotton (Rachel) of Franklin; his sis-
ters, Linda Jarman of Franklin and Robin
Genest (Frank) of Hendersonville, NC;
his grandchildren, Lillian Cotton, Jack Cot-
ton, Emily McClure, and Brice McClure; his
close cousin, Jacqueline Mette of Franklin;
his close nephew, Brian Cotton (Sherry); his
heart family, Anthony, Ashton, Addison, and Alex Zari of
Franklin and many wonderful nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by his parents and his brothers, Michael
Cotton and Jeffrey Cotton.

A private family service will be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be
made to Franklin Post 7339, VEW Honor Guard, 60 Palm-
er Street, Franklin, NC, 28734 or Read 2 Me, P.O Box 1362,
Franklin, NC, 28734.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve such a
great man and his family.



Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 12,2023 - 828-200-1371

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet

mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious

Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

EXCEPTIONAL LISTING SERVICE

MOL INTﬁ.IN LIFE

LANDMARK REALTY GROUP

JOHMN SHEEHAM | Broker
225 Maln Street | 404.790.9716
john@highlandsandcashiers.com

ALL ABOUT BOOKS

e INK PENN @

Hitting the Jackpot at the library

eceiving emails  that
say, ‘“Materials you
ave on hold are now

available at your pick-up L-
brary” brings a huge smile to
my face. The message informs
me I have seven days to pick ¢
up my book(s), and if I already [
have a few on my nightstand,
I often delay pick up until the
last possible moment.

The other time I delay
is when I see the little truck
icon on my “Hold” list on the
library website. That means
my selection is in transit, and
I can anticipate it arriving in a few days. It’s
a rare occasion when I have plenty of books
on my nightstand, several waiting for me at
the library, and suddenly, several more in
transit.

Imagine me humming Carly Simon’s
“Anticipation” as I finally made my trip to the
library to pick up—wait for it—six books! I
told the librarian I felt as though I’d hit the
jackpot, and she wished me happy reading, I
often pick up several at a time, but I think six
may be a record.

Three were part of some of the series
that I return to time and time again—the lat-
est and, hopefully, not last book in the Clare
Ferguson / Russ Van Alstyne seties, another
from The Chronicles of St. Mary’s, and one
Ruth Galloway mystery. I suspect I've writ-
ten about all of these before, but chances ate
you’ll get an update soon.

Which book did I immediately dive into?
It was “Killers of a Certain Age” because it
was a two-week checkout. The others were
good for a month. Who knows where I read
about this book? Maybe I stumbled across
it on Amazon where it’s labeled an Editor’s
Pick and one of the Best Books of 2022.
Maybe there was a review in the AJC or the

Kathy Manos Penn

WSJ.  Buzzfeed’s one-liner
says it all: “This Golden Gitls
meets James Bond thriller is a
journey you want to be part
of.” As I write this, 'm half-
way through after one night
and loving it.

The final book in the
stack was recommended to
me by one of my newslet-
ter subscribers when I asked
what  everyone’s  favorite
Christmas read was. She
wrote me that she rereads Ro-
samunde Pilcher’s “A Winter
Solstice” every December.
That seemed to be quite a testament to the
book, so I added it to my library hold list. 1
read Pilcher’s “The Shell Seekers” years ago
and I recall enjoying it, but somehow nev-
er picked up any of her other books. The
blurb inside the cover has me eagerly an-
ticipating this one. “Once again, Rosamund
Pilcher reminds us all that friendship, com-
passion, loyalty, and love can come together
and renew us all—even when the days seem
darkest.”

If you’re an avid reader like I am, you
won’t have any difficulty with the idea of
me finishing six books in a month. If you’re
not, you may think I’ve bitten off more
than I can chew. Either way, I'll be smiling
as I work my way through the stack night
after night. Oh! Did I mention I have many
more books on hold at the library? I hope
to hit the jackpot again soon!

* Award-winning anthor Kathy Manos Penn
is a Georgia resident. Find her cogy mysteries at
Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, Franklin
Office Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact
ber at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow ber on
Facebook, — wwm facebook.com/ KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/.

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.

Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM
For advertising
information email highlandseditor@aol.com
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HCHF awards grant for
Recreational Therapist
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Slie! Sonin! Ghat!

By Josh Bryson
HCHF

Highlands Cashiers Health Founda-
tion (HCHF) has awarded a grant to Boys
and Gitls Club of the Plateau to fund a
recreational therapist position at their Ca-
shiers facility. The recreational therapist
will serve to improve the physical, mental,
and emotional well-being of youngsters
from Cashiers, Highlands and the sur-
rounding plateau communities through
mentorship and activities that encourage
healthy habits; reduce depression, stress,
anxiety; and build confidence and social-
ization skills.

“Given our Foundation’s expansion
to address our communities’ growing
needs for mental health and wellness set-
vices we are we pleased to partner with the
Boys and Gitls Club of the Plateau on this
important initiative,” says Robin Tindall,
CEO and Executive Director of HCHE
“Their evidenced-based recteational thet-
apy program is an important component
to the array of services that support our
mission of lifting health and well- being,
together.”

The club will be conducting bi-yearly
assessments on club members to estab-
lish baselines and to help monitor prog-
ress. Many children are not comfortable
sharing, and it becomes more difficult to
recognize where there is a need. By con-
ducting the assessments, it helps with
identifying children that need additional
support. One of the primary goals of the
club is prevention, and this allows the staff
to follow their evolution and give them the

support that they need before an issue can
escalate.

“Behind every behavior action is a
need,” says Brandon Norwood, LRT, CTRS,
Ditector of Health and Wellness with Boys
and Gitls Club of the Plateau. “Finding that
need is incredibly important. Too often kids
are just written off for too many ‘thumbs
down’ as just a bad kid. Maybe that kid is
just going through some stuff, so let’s try to
figure out what we can do to help.”

In addition to working directly with
members of the club, the recreational thera-
pist will be developing a range of new pro-
grams. An educational program for parents
is currently being developed. The program
would focus on supporting parents and en-
couraging whole family health and wellness.
Additionally, a new internship program for
recreational therapy students at Western
Carolina University is being developed. This
new program will allow the club to support
more youth while providing one of the few
local internships available on the plateau.

“This means so much for our youth,”
says Carmen Waite, CEO of Boys and Girls
Club of the Plateau. “Having been a volun-
teer here first, working closely with the kids
and now in the CEO position, 1 definitely
see a difference in our kids and the struggles
that they face. We really want our kids to
reach their maximum potential. To do that,
they need to have academic success, but
also self-confidence and social/emotional
well-being, I really do believe we can make
a huge impact in every child’s self-esteem
here at the club. It’s exciting to have a pro-
gram that we know can make that impact.”

Pick up a copy of ‘'The Sunny Sid of Life’

and prepare to smile

Highlands Newspaper columnist Kenny You-
man’s book The Sunny Side of Life is available at
Shakespeare & Co. in Village Square.

The Sunny Side of Life is a compilation of
real-life stories that will inspire, comfort, support,
motivate, encourage, entertain and warm the hearts
of readers of all ages and genders. Some of these
stories will cause readers to laugh at loud and others
will inspire hope. But whether they create laughter
or tears of joy or relief, all of these uplifting stories
are just what we need during these troubling times
we face in America today.

DJ
Ice Skating
S'mores
Snow Tube Merry-Go-Round
Snow Slide
Snowball Toss

“Snowga” (a twist on yoga)

January 28 & 29
11T a.m.-5p.m.

-}‘“‘ Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Highlands, NC
oy
4T OF
\\"“.. rdﬁ"'ﬁ.
% &
T
NORTH CARCLINSG
ELEY. a1tk

This event is hosted by Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC.

visithighlandsnc.com
828-526-5841
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16 Acres With WATERFALL & ST
191 N. Hollow, Cashiers

Offered for $3,999,999

Andrea Gabbard

Top 5% of the MLS in 2022
(HCBOR)

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Sotheby’s

CALL 866.526.80

ol e o i

..F-RAUD continued from page 1

sional committee named
Mr. Meadows as a likely
co-conspirator over his
central role in the Janu-
ary Gth insurrection.
This attempt to disrupt
the peaceful transition
of power represents one
of the most significant
assaults on our democ-
racy in the 246-year his-
tory of our nation. The
appropriate authorities
will now fully vet these
referrals. I urge federal
prosecutors to hold ac-
countable every single
person who engaged in a conspiracy to put
our democracy at risk.

“None of the matters involving Janu-
ary Gth, however, are relevant to the specific
allegations of voter fraud concerning Mr.
and Mrs. Meadows that were referred to my
office for review. My office has concluded
that there is not sufficient evidence to prove
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt against
either Mr. or Mrs. Meadows, so my office
will not prosecute this case. If further infor-
mation relevant to the allegations of voter
fraud comes to light in any subsequent in-
vestigation or prosecution by authorities in
other jurisdictions, we reserve the right to
reopen this matter.”

According to Stein’s office, key facts
that led to the decision not to pursue legal
actions against the former Republican Con-
gressman or his wife were:

Meadows was engaged in public service

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning
Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939

in  Washington, DC,
and therefore qualified
for a residency excep-
tion pursuant to NCGS
§ 163-57(8).

Meadows and
his wife signed a yeat-
long lease for the Scaly
Mountain residence
that was provided by
their landlord.

Cell phone records
showed Mrs. Meadows
was in and around Scaly
Mountain in October

Mark Meadows of 2020.

Stein’s office also
said that while there wasn’t sufficient evi-
dence to prosecute Meadows, the inves-
tigation did find that Mark Meadows was
“almost certainly never physically present
at the Scaly Mountain address,” noting that
US Secret Service records showed that he
had no official travel and did not request
any unaccompanied travel leave to North
Carolina from September 2020 to No-
vember 2020. However, state law does not
“require the physical presence of a federal
government servant in North Carolina in
order for them to maintain residence and
vote in North Carolina.”

During the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Justice’s investigation, both Mark
and Debra Meadows declined to be inter-
viewed by the North Carolina State Bureau
of Investigation.

Read
Highlands Newspaper
for free from
everywhere ... on the
street or on the web.
Go to
www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded
every Thursday AM
For advertising

information email
highlandseditor@aol.com



ICE RINK SCHEDULE
(Through March 5)

* Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Friday 3:30-
10pm; Saturdayl-10pm; Sundayl-5pm.
$5 for skate rental & skating

Rec Pool Hours EXTENDED

* Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-
7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. Adult Swim:
Mon.-Wed. 11a-3:30p and Thurs. and
Fri,, 11a-2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-
9:452 and Sat. 10-11a. Water Aerobics:
Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 828-526-1595.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the 1800s
that provides grants and loans to women
with financial need who want to return
to school or further their education
meets at 10 a.m. More meeting places
call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

1st Tuesdays

* Indivisible Highlands fraom 5-6:30
pm at the Hudson Library.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets
on alternate Tuesday afternoons at
3pm. Writers still uncomfortable with
in-person gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings held on the second or
third Tuesday of each month at 3pm.
Members receive weekly notification
regarding when and how the group will
assemble. For more information contact
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at
budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

¢ Strength Training 8:15-9:15am.
Aim for strong, lean muscles using light
weights, body weight, and high repeti-
tion to shape and tone.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-
11am. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside.
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle
Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.

* New Mobility Class with Anna

Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For
more information, call Anna 267-825-
0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-
9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for more
information.

* Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Contact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thuts.

* New Zumba class with Gay Chal-
pin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at 5:30. A combination class with differ-
ent types of exercise. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information

Wednesdys

* ESL classes ate held at the Presby-
terian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required — just
show up and participate. Questions? Visit
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 —
0863 ot email info@maconncliteracy.org

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An ex-
hilarating and fun mix of martial arts for
a calorie-burning workout. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556
for more information.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM,
nature, and craft activities.For more in-
formation about any of these summer
activities, contact Hudson Library at 828-
526-3031.

2nd Saturdays

e The Western North Carolina
Woodturners Club meets in Highlands at
The Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru No-
vember.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main Street in their Community
Room/909 Chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9am and hold our monthly meeting at
10amWe invite ALL Veterans to attend.
Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander for
any information @3828-787-1660.
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS ®

¢ At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches
noon in the meeting room. For any other
information call Lester Norris or Maxine
Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Sat. & Sun., Jan. 7-8

e At PAC, from the writer of One
Man, Two Guvnors comes a hilatious new
play, set in 1940s British summer time. Af-
ter an aerial dog fight, Pilot Officer Jack
Absolute flies home to rejoin his featless
young Hurricane squadron at RAF Font-
well. Once back on British soil, Jack is
shocked to find his old flame, Lydia, on
the base. He sets his sights on winning
her heart, but with turbulence and hilarity
never far away, his advances quickly turn
to anarchy. Showtimes: 1 p.m. both days.
For tickets, email highlandspacnc@gmail.
com

Sat., Jan. 14

* Soprano Sonya Yoncheva, one of
today’s most riveting artists, sings the title
role in Fedora of the 19th-century Rus-
sian princess who falls in love with her
fiance’s murderer, Count Lotis, sung by
star tenor Piotr Beczala. Soprano Rosa
Feola is the Countess Olga, Fedora’s
confidant, and baritone Artur Rucin’ski
is the diplomat De Siriex, with Met mae-
stro Marco Armiliato conducting, 12:55
p.m. For tickets call 828-526-9047

Sat., Jan. 28

* A modern retelling of William
Shakespeare’s classic Much to do About
Nothing. Since the 1930s, the legendary
family-run Hotel Messina has been visited
by artists, celebrities and royalty.?When
the current owner’s daughter falls for
a dashing young soldier, the hallways
are ringing with the sound of wedding
bells."However, not all the guests are in
the mood for love, and a string of decep-
tions soon surround not only the young
couple, but also the steadfastly single Bea-
trice and Benedick. 1 p.m. For tickets call
828-526-9047

Sat. & Sun, Jan. 28-29

* Snow Fest in Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park. It’s back and better! Bring
friends and family for guaranteed winter
fun (courtesy of snow blowers, if needed)
in the park. A snowball toss, a merry-go-
round, a snow slide, s’mores, snowga (a
twist on yoga) and more.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Produets Store 3
Summer Hours: am-5pm
Mon-3at
828-526-5959
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 M 4TH ST, HIGHLANDS
Crrganic smoothiejuice
NECTAR ===
- insicle wWhole

Life Market

&
(Cabin (outure
~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

468 Carolina Way  Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909
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..YEAR IN REVIEW continued from page 1

and 1 STR trash complaint about
STR properties.

And now with the heated
BOC and Sheriff election in the
rear view mirror, 2023 will likely
be dominated by issues regarding
ongoing town needs.

Staffing the fire department,
cleaning Mirror Lake, paving,
sidewalk expansion and figuring
out how to fund town projects
since the Electric Dept. fund bal-
ance can no longer be depended
upon, should be the issues in the
spot light.

A snapshot of issues that
made the news in 2022 follows:

JANUARY

* STRs in all districts stand
says PB. In a 6-1 vote the Plan-
ning Boatd voted to accept what
they hammered out in December
— mainly that STRs in some form
would be allowed in every resi-
dential district.

* NC filing to reopen Feb 24
after court ruling, A three-panel

judge ruled Tuesday evening that
North Carolina’s redistricting maps
will not be tossed out

* Mission Primary Care Ca-
shiers welcomes new doctor at 57
White Owl Lane, Cashiers - Dr.
Kathleen Shattenkirk.

* Chamber rolls out first an-
nual Snow featuring everything
from twinkly lights to fun in the
snow was Saturday and Sunday, Jan
29-30

* Winter Storm Izzy makes
Highlands a wonderland. 12-18
inches of snow late Saturday, Jan.
15 through Sunday, Jan.16, shifted
MC EMS Highlands Mayor Pat
Taylor, Police Chief Andrea Hol-
land and Duke Energy into high
gear.

* MC Schools began working
on offering Pre-K in Highlands
which is still on the drawing board.

* Public input was sought
about allowing bear hunting in
Panthertown.

* After the Planning Board

Boutique * Jewelry * Accessories

Z4E. MAIKN ST~ FRANKLIN, NC
§28.369.7300

had its say, the fate of STRs was
put on the Town Board’s plate.

* A year of service was com-
mended at Fire & Rescue Dept.
banquet. Jeff Burnette was named
Fireman of the Year at the awards
banquet at OED’s Spring House,
Saturday, Jan. 22.

FEBRUARY

* Town Board workshop on
STRs raises more questions; short
on answers.

* COVID forces Mission to
halt elective surgeries until peak
passes but elective surgeries unaf-
fected at H-C Hospital Mission
representatives urge people to get
vaccinated.

* The Highlands Playhouse
launches the Mountain Theatre
Company.

* Quarter cent sales tax hike is
on the table to generate additional
needed monies for Macon County
Schools.

* Macon County looks at a
$3 billion increase to its property
tax base due to record home sales
over the past few years. The total
tax value in 2015 was just over $8
billion and 2019 numbers bumped
it up to over $8.1 billion. Macon
County is anticipating that num-
ber to be over $11 billion after the
2023 revaluation.

* COVID-exposed students
with no symptoms can now go to
school..

* Dangerous fire sends Otto
Fire Chief to burn center.

* Town hires attorney for 2nd
opinion about PB%s short-term
rental take. After the Feb. 1 Town
Board worksession on short-term
rentals, the board came away think-
ing it needed another legal view
concerning the Planning Board’s
recommended changes to the
UDO as they apply to STRs.

MARCH

* Camps line up at Public
Hearing to discuss PBs STR rec-
ommendations which was the last
step before the Town Board began
final deliberations about STRs.

* Cawthorn seeks re-election
in District 11 not 13.

* Conditional Zoning to help
make Highlands Parkside Center at
Bank of America property a reality.

However the project was nixed by
owners.

* Did President Trump’s
Chief of Staff Mark Meadows
commit voter fraud in Macon
County?

* BOC hears funding requests
to expand Pre-K in Highlands.

¢ Chamber of Commerce
property gets a face lift

* Hechn threatens litigation
against town regarding an ongo-
ing dispute between the town, the
Board of Commissioners, Town
Manager Josh Ward and Commis-
sioner Marc Hehn concerning the
Hotwire contract’s redline docu-
ments.

* Citizens are ready to revive
Mirror Lake. A MLIA Dredging
Fund has been set up to finance
the $4.2 million project which is
expected to take 2-3 years.

¢ Commissioner Hehn asked
to be recused from last two TB
agenda - item 16: Powerline Re-
moval Request and soon after
asked to be recused for item 15:
Redline Draft of Fiber Contract as
well. In both cases he said would
leave the room if that was best.

* BOC District 1 contenders
to face off on May 17 primary --
Don Willis and John Shearl.

¢ Macon voters to decide on
1/4 cent sales tax increase in No-
vember. It fails.

* Graffiti culprits were sought
by Highlands Police Dept.

e HHSs Prince House is
scene of movie shoot.

APRIL

* Mission nurses are overbur-
dened; patients are suffering;

* Mayor declares April the
month to financially help the
Ukrainians.

¢ Closed session centers on
Marc Hehn regarding Hehn’s filing
against Town Manager Josh Ward
regarding the draft, red-line fiber
contract documents as well as is-
sues now developing concerning
Hehn’s Powerline Removal request
made at the March Town Board
meeting

* Child dies when swept over
Whitewater Falls.

* Republican primary can-
didates for District 2 — Danny

Antoine, Gregg Jones, Richard
Lightner, Dan Reitmeier, and
Gary Shields.

*  Commissioner Hehn
wants an apology to his wife for
the angst she has experienced
while the red-line document issue
was being addressed by the Town
Board.

* 5 Republican candidates
want to be MC’s next Sheriff —
Clay Bryson, Bob Cook, Brent
Holbrooks, Dereck Jones.

MAY

* Bear signage to go up on
area trails.

* Highlands PD catch two
juvenile suspects the evening of
Friday, April 29, believed to be
involved in several vandalism
(graffiti) incidents which have oc-
curred throughout town.

* Seniors Hayley Borino
and Jeffrey Olvera were crowned
Queen and King at the prom
held at Highlands Country Club’s
Hudson House Sat., April 23.

* Despite Duke forecasts,
Highlands electric rates will hold
steady - for now.

e Samuel Kelseys great-
great-grandson, Seth Kelsey III
visits Highlands for the first time.
Sees exhibit at the Historical So-
ciety.

* Proposed UDO says STRs
are to be allowed in all but dis-
trict R1 but those in existence are
grandfathered.

* Packed race reveals win-
ners. Holbrooks is Sheriff, Shearl
to face off with Moore, Reps.
Antoine and Shields to face off
Dems; Rep. Cawthorn loses re-
election bid.

* The town’s final word on
Short-term Rentals - New STRs
in R1 are prohibited after Sept.
15.; those in existence are grand-
fathered. Tourist Homes are al-
lowed in all but district R1

* Unofficial election results
on Tuesday, May 17 reported
Dereck Jones lost the Sheriff
election to Brent Holbrooks by
54 votes. Holbrooks got 2,201
votes and Jones got 2163 votes.
Since the margin of victory was

less than 1 percent, a recount can
o See YEAR IN REVIEW page 13
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legally be requested.

JUNE

* Angela and Art Williams,
owners and visionaties of the Old
Edward Hospitality Group, of-
ficially open GlenCove off Not-
ton Road between Highlands and
Cashiers

* Driver crashes into Paolet-
ti’s Restaurant front window.

* PB sees plans for multi-mil-
lion dollar subdivision — Sanctu-
ary at Ist —at Oak and 1st

* County budget shows no
property tax rate increase for *22-
23 FY.

* Recount confirms
brooks is MC Sheriff.

* Due to propetly notifying
the community in the media of
the February 24 public hearing to
discuss the Planning Board’s rec-
ommendations about STRs, the
town must hold another public
hearing but this time the verbiage
will be what the Town Board ad-
opted in May rather than the ver-
biage presented in February.

e Town’s $27.4 million bud-
get passes for FY 22-23. No tax
increase nor increase for town
services.

* Highlands is named a ‘Best
Small Town for Shopping’ Places
5th among 19 towns nominated
across the country

JULY

* On Thursday, June 23,
Barrett McKim, a science buff
was conducting an experiment
to change the color of different
rocks and fool’s gold, when the
alcohol he was heating up on a
Bunsen burner caused the ap-
paratus to blow up. Barrett and
mother were severely burned.

* Staffing shortages plague
area law enforcement.

* McKim family endures the
path to recovery.

* Two versions of the amend-
ed Unified Development Ordi-
nance as it pertains to Short-term
Rentals were briefly discussed at
the Special Meeting Thursday, July
14, prior to them being submitted
to the Planning Board.

* Franklin man, Joseph Orr,
25, drowns at Big Shoals in High-
lands.

Hol-

* Six will be on the ballot for
Board of Education seats.

AUGUST

* In a surprise move Tues-
day night, the 5-member Planning
Board voted unanimously to not
recommend the two proposed
STR-related ordinances presented
by the Town Board.

* Last JAWbreaker ringleader
Arthur Potts pleads guilty to felony
attempted trafficking of opium/
heroin, two counts of felony ob-
taining property by false pretenses,
and felony larceny (both related to
another incident) in Macon County
Superior Court.

* Institute of Justice urges
town to reconsider STR crack-
down.

* Board of Flections wants
new voting machines.

* Annual Twilight 5k raises
$25K for TL&LC.

* Reval is based on billions in
RE sales.

SEPTEMBER

* Save Highlands deposes
Town Board. Last Wednesday
marked one year the town has been
navigating its short-term rental or-
dinance and the fallout from its
Aug, 24, 2021 decision to prohibit
STRs in the R1 zoning districts ef-
fective Jan. 3, 2022.

* Obie Oakley is inducted into
the ‘Long Leaf Pine’ order. Earns
North Carolina’s highest award for
service

* BalsamWest brings high-
speed internet connectivity to Scaly
and Sky Valley.

* PAC is open for business.
The public is invited to the Open
House, Sept. 18 from 2-5p.

* Town Board decides STRs
won’t be amortized ... for now. But
new STRs are not allowed in the
R1 or R2 districts after Sept. 15.
However Tourist Homes are al-
lowed everywhere accept R1.

* Donors could make the NC
106 sidewalk a reality.

* Chamber lease with
town is up in the air.

* Community wants HS soc-
cer field fixed.

* Cherokee County Schools
cancels volley ball games with

the

Highlands due to a player’s injury.

OCTOBER

* BKLYN: The Musical at the
Highlands Playhouse wows audi-
ences.

* HCHF is recipient of 40th
Annual Bob Jones Invitational
Golf Tournament proceeds.

* MC Commissioners vote to
bid out Highlands School soccer
field project.

* MC BOC is split on funding
renovations at Highlands School --
Commissioners Higdon & Young
vote no

* ‘A Wrinkle in Time’ kicks off
new youth program. Spring youth
performance will be the last per-
formance at The Playhouse

NOVEMBER

* Pre-season viruses empty
classrooms across Macon County.

* Highlands celebrated its her-
itage with its first ‘Heritage Day’
Oct. 29. Highlands’ families who
are still here after 100 years were
singled out.

* MC elects first all Republi-
can Board of Commissioners in
county history - Shearl, Antoine
and Shields win Board of Com-
mission seats. Laseter and Breeden.

* Cherrywood Partners, which
includes locals David and Debi

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan

Bock and out-of-town financiers,
has developed a workforce hous-
ing complex on 32 acres in “The
Meadows” on US 64 east between
Highlands and Cashiers near the
Dollar General and the Highlands
Fire & Rescue substation off
Cherrywood Drive.

* Former Fedex driver, Greg-
ory Thomas Bufkin, is found guilty
of 2021 Highlands burglaries.

* County approves architect
for potential Highlands School
middle school and Pre-K expan-
sion.

* Despite the cold and rain,
Highlands Food & Wine enter-
tained more than 3,000 people
turning out for the 4-day event.

* The November meeting of
the Macon County Board of Com-
missioners marked the last meet-
ing for Commissioner James Tate.
Tate was appointed to fill a seat
left vacant by Brian McClellan and
then was re-elected to serve a total
of 11 years representing District 1
on the board of commissioners.
Higdon was named chairman and
Young was named Vice-Chair.

e Much needed extended
sidewalks are in Highlands’ future.

DECEMBER

* US. Capitol Christmas Tree
came from area’s Pisgah Nat’] For-
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est.

* Community honors MC
Sheriff Robert Holland for 30
yeats of service

* Highlands School Home-
coming King and Queen Nathan
Keener and Bella Wilson were
named Saturday, Dec. 3 in Cole-
man Hall at the First Presbyterian
Church.

* Macon County BOC wel-
comes new members. Higdon
elected chair, Young elected vice
chair.

* Man tried to rob Wells Far-
go in Cashiers

* ABC Store looking for new
digs; has sights on the Fire Dept.
building;

* A new Catholic church will
soon replace the old.

* Electric fund as ‘savior’ may
change. Auditor says the days of
using the electric fund to fund
projects and mote are coming
to an end. But gives Highlands a
clean bill of health.

* Highlands PD and children
‘Shop with a Cop’ for Christmas.

* A real estate snapshot of
2022 for the Town of Highlands,
Highlands Township and Scaly
Township is explained.

- Kim Lewicki

Rotary speaker
Mike Thompson
evokes
memories of
winters past

Local historian, storyteller
and wine expert Mike Thompson
recently entertained Rotary Club
of Highlands members with his
memories of winters past.

Thompson’s stories were
filled with sensory images: pictures
of people stringing up lights
around Lake Sequoyah where
figure skater Jim Hines skimmed
the lake so fast he was able to skate
on a mere 1/4-inch of ice.

The bitter cold winter the ice
froze so thick a 48-inch hole was
measured and a car drove clear
across the lake.

Rotarians could practically

Speaker and Rotarian Tom Stribling.

hear brooms swishing over the
frozen lake to sweep away the snow
and keep the ice smooth.

As Thompson talked, the
Community Building filled with the
imaginary aromas of wood smoke,
“Nanny’s” bread baking, and Jimbo
Potts’ smudge pots.

“Some winters it was so cold
for so long that ice skating was the

From Ieft:ChrisWiIkes,Rotary Club of H

- 3 v

- . - a1
ighlands President; Mike Thompson,

only way you could get around
town. In 1977 it was below zero
for 22 nights in a row;” Thompson
remembeted.

Rotarians listened with rapt
attention, asked many questions
and woke from their reveries and
all cued up for the 2023 winter
holidays....hoping for just a little

SNOW.
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BAZAAR. BARN

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH!

*WINTER CLEARANCE*

60% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS
25% OFF LIGHTING & ART

Church of the Good
f Shepherd Bazaar Barn

I@l GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn

Shoppes on the Green | 94 US HWY 64 W | Right behind the Crossroads
Skip Ryan: 828-226-2588

Open Mon.-Sat. 10a to 4p or by Appointment.

..on Nancy'’s side * 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side * 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

.. FACILITIES continued from page 1

tax-levying authorities. The boards
of commissioners shall be given a
reasonable time to provide the
funds which they, upon investiga-
tion, shall find to be necessary for
providing their respective units
with buildings suitably equipped,
and it shall be the duty of the
several boards of county commis-
sioners to provide funds for the
same.”

Because the two board are
required by law to work togeth-
er to provide public education,
the Macon County Board of
Commissioners and the Macon
County Board of Education met
for a joint session just before the
Christmas holiday to discuss the
future facility needs for the school
system. With two new members
on the school board and two new
members on the commission, the
new leadership called the meeting
to get on the same page about on-
going projects, current needs, and
future planning. The neatly four-
hour long meeting ended with
no votes being able to be passed,
however the newly elected offi-
cials shared their visions for the
future of Macon County Schools.

The agenda for the joint
meeting included an update from
LS3P-the architectural firm work-
ing on several projects in Macon
County- on the Franklin High
School Project, an update on the
Macon Middle School Locker
Room Facility, an update on the
Highlands Middle School Renova-
tions, an update on the Highlands
Pre-K project and other facility
needs in the district which includ-
ed, the Highlands Soccer Field,
the Macon Middle school Track,
and dislodged popes at Macon
Middle School.

Highlands Specific projects

Macon County Manager
Derek Roland updated the board
on the Highlands Middle School
Renovation project, which was
identified by the school system
as a top priority for the Repair,
Renovation, and Expansion fund
with the NC Lottery. The project
and need for renovations to the
middle school wing at Highlands
School includes roof repairs, new

windows, flooring upgrades, and

repairs to the HVAC system, all of

which was part of the school sys-

tem’s capital improvement plan.
Project timeline

The Macon County Board
of Commissioners approved an
application to the NC Lottery for
the project during an October joint
meeting with the board of educa-
tion. The board voted 4-1 to apply
for the $500,000 grant funding with
Commissioner Paul Higdon casting
the sole “no” vote. With additional
funding allocated to Macon Coun-
ty from the lottery’s renovation
fund, the entirety of the Highlands
School Middle School renovation
project will be funded through state
allocated granted funding. During
the regularly scheduled meeting
on January 10, the Board of Com-
missioners unanimously voted to
approve the architectural contract
with LS3P to move forward with
the middle school renovations.

During the December 13
meeting of the Board of Commis-
sioners, with the county’s applica-
tion for NC Lottery Funds for the
projects approved by the state, the
new slate of commissioners unani-
mously voted to authorize Roland
to enter into contract negotiations
with LS3P Architects to complete
the design work for the middle
school renovations.

According to Roland, nego-
tiations are ongoing with LS3P for
the project and he expects a con-
tract to be finalized and presented
to the board for a vote during the
January board meeting,

Roland then presented the
board with an update on the cur-
rent status of the Highlands Pre-K
Project, which is still in early stages
of discussions. As Macon County
Board of Education member Hil-
ary Wilkes, who represents the
Highlands District, noted, while
the project has been identified as
the “Pre-K” project, the two pre-k
classrooms that are proposed with-
in the project are a very small por-
tion of a larger Highlands School
expansion which also includes ex-
panding opportunities for Project-
Based Learning (PBL) and provide
CTE (Career Technical Curricu-

lum) for students.
Project timeline

The Macon County Board
of Commissioners approved a
contract with LS3P on Nowv. 8,
2022, for $329,255 for design ser-
vices on the proposed new Pre-K
for Highlands School. The total
project cost for the Pre-K project
in Highlands is $4.7 million and
currently, there has been no fund-
ing allocated or identified for the
proposed project.

Wilkes presented the urgent
need surrounding the Highlands
Soccer fields as the current condi-
tions propose a significant liability.
Addressing Macon County Board
of Commission Chairman Paul
Higdon, she noted that while he
is adamant school capital needs be
addressed within the annual bud-
geting process, the situation at the
Highlands Soccer fields occurred
after the budget process was over
and needs immediate attention.

Project timeline

In October, commissioners
were made aware of the needs
surrounding the soccer fields
which resulted in the school’s soc-
cer teams having to cancel games
and several students being injured
due to the condition of the field.
During that meeting, Macon
County Board of Commission-
ers voted 4-1 to solicit bids for
the Highlands Soccer field turf
resurfacing project, with Com-
missioner Higdon voting against
the measure.

Wilkes noted that the project
had been on the district’s capital
outlay request in the past, how-
ever the county had not provided
funding for the project and other
needs arose and took precedent.

The project is anticipated
to cost just under $1,000,000 to
place turf on the field to make it
useable year-round. Bids are ex-
pected to be submitted to the for
the project in January.

Commissioner Paul Higdon
made a motion to halt joint board
discussions for the Macon Mid-
dle School track renovations, the
Highlands Soccer Field, and the
Highlands Pre-K Expansion proj-
ect and send those items back to
the board of education for scor-

o See FACILITIES page 15
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Swimmers from left: Paola McRae, Tate Wilson, Conner Hughes, Finneaus Garner, Aniah McKim, Jesus Mendoza.

Highland School Varsity Swim Team traveled to
Tallulah Falls for ‘Shiver Me Timbers’ meet

Steve Hott, Head Coach
HS Varsity Swimming and
Diving Team

On Saturday, Jan. 7 the
Highlands Varsity Swim Team
traveled to Tallulah Falls to com-
pete in the Shiver Me Timbers
Invitational.

The five Western North
Carolina Regional bound boys
team of sophomore Finneaus
Garner, and freshmen Aniah

McKim, Conner Hughes, Paolo
McRae, and Jesus Mendoza fin-
ished 4th out of 8. Adding their
one gitl freshmen Tate Wilson, the
combined team finished 5th of 8
against much larger teams. Wilson
is in consideration for a trip to re-
gionals.

Garner scored 42.5 pts and
a Personal Record (PR). McKim
was team high scorer with 49.5 pts.

..FACILITIES continued from page 14

ing and priotitization in the com-
ing year’s budget. Higdon noted
the lack of funding allocated in
the county’s current budget for
the projects as being the reason
to pause further discussion and
have the school board reevalu-
ate the district capital needs as his
reason for the motion.

Macon County Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin
asked Commissioner Higdon for
clarification regarding the middle
school track funding, as the board
discussed utilizing available con-
tingency funds in the renovation
project being utilized for the proj-
ect. Macon County Finance Di-
rector Lori Hall confirmed funds
were available for the project.

Macon County Board of
Education Chairman Jim Breed-
love addressed Commissioner
Higdon clarifying that the board
of education has met — with dis-
cussions of the Highlands proj-
ect dating back to February 2022,
nearly a year ago, and identified
the projects as priorities, which
is why they are before commis-

sioners for funding consideration.
According to Breedlove, the board
could take the three projects Hig-
don noted, the middle school
track, Highlands expansion, and
Highlands soccer fields and put
them in order of 1 to 3 — based
on the district’s need, but ultimate-
ly, they are all priorities.

Macon County Attorney Eric
Ridenour clarified Commissioner
Higdon’s motion, stating that
because the board of commis-
sioners have previously allocated
funding to LS3P for architectural
design services on the Highlands
Pre-K expansion, Higdon’s mo-
tion would need to include halting
that contract, which would result
in losing the funding already paid
to LS3P.

Commissioner John Shearl
noted that he did not support
cancelling an existing contract and
backing out on work LS3P is al-
ready committed to doing and in
the process of completing.

County Manager Roland fur-
ther explained due to the size of
the Highlands expansion project,

Hughes finished with 45.5 pts. and
a PR, McRae had 36.5 pts, Wilson
(without relays to swim in) 31 pts
and Mendoza 7 pts and 2 PRs.

Of special note, the regional
bound boys 4x100 freestyle relay
of McKim, Hughes, McRae and
Garner finished 2nd at the meet.

The Highlanders next travel
to Franklin on Saturday, January
14.

it would never be included in the
district’s annual capital outlay re-
quests. Macon County only allo-
cates $1 million for capital outlay
needs each year, with $600,000
being earmarked for technology.
With the Highlands Expansion
project proposal being estimat-
ed to cost nearly $5 million, it
wouldn’t be feasible to be included
in the district’s capital outlay re-
quests, which includes things such
as technology, safety, new vehicles,
and other renovations and repair
requests, but rather for larger
planning, along the same lines as
the new proposed Franklin High
School Facility.

Chairman Higdon’s motion
failed to pass due to lack of a sec-
ond. After Higdon’s motion failed
and consensus for the Board of
Education to prioritize a complete
list of all capital outlay needs and
projects during the budget work
session in January, Higdon said as
Chairman he has the authority to
adjourn a meeting, He elected to
adjourn the meeting and conversa-
tions will continue at another time.

The Center for
Plastic Surgery is

closing
Jan. 31, 2023

Until then the office is open
for all consultations, simple
procedures, and sales

fter 23 exceptional years of 1
‘ \ practice at the Center for

Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert
Buchanan will retire on January 31, 2023.

On that date, the Center for Plastic Surgery will
permanently close. Until then the office is open for all
consultations, simple procedures, and sales.

Dr. Buchanan would like to extend thanks to his patients
and the entire community in and around Highlands for their
trust, support, and loyalty. He considers his retirement
bittersweet, as he has enjoyed caring for his patients over
the years but is excited to continue serving the community
in other ways.

Before the Center for Plastic Surgery closes, patients
wishing to obtain their medical records may either download
electronic copies through their Patient Portals or contact the
office directly at 828-526-3788.

Skin Care Sale

All In Stock
20% Off Obagi, Jane Iredale & Epionce

828-526-3788

Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr. Ste 202, Highlands
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Boys & Girls Club of the Plateau thrives in new facility

The Boys & Gitls Club of the Plateau
had an exciting 2021 after they moved into
their new building last April with member-
ship that continues to grow as they provide
programming that supports academic suc-
cess, healthy lifestyles, and good character.

“We have had many volunteers come
and work with our youth this year,” said
Cameron Ward, Volunteer Coordinator.
“Coming out of Covid, many of our mem-
bers need extra help with reading and math.
Our volunteer tutors have made a huge im-
pact on their success.”

But BGCP is more than homework
help; activities include Triple-Play sports
skills, hiking, swimming, art, choir, drum-
ming, coding, Odyssey of the Mind, Lego
Club, Gardening Club, NASA, and other

POss_
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ntry-home. 2BRIIBA W|th I-car gara& Perfeet forfirsk
time buyers aridfor weekerid retreat. Murphy bed already installed and
bookcases. Sweet home with nice yard and stream for garden spot.

Needs a family to bring TLC into it. Full basement with storage. New
metal roof. | 0 minutes from Highlands. Estate sale will take place soon.

STEM activities, to name a few.

In addition, BGCP encourages good
citizenship through volunteer activities and
programs like Smart Gitls and Passport to
Manhood.

Boys and Gitls Club serves members
from kindergarten through high school.

“With a focus on better teen program-
ming, our membership has grown from 5
to 30 members this year,” said Spencer Co-
pen, Operations Director. “This year, we will
implement even more teen programming
with Friday teen nights and Career Readiness
which will help our teens prepare for the fu-
ture.”

BGCP Board Chair Dr. Joy Clark said
they were able to significantly increase the
amount of support they were able to give to

5338 HWY 28N
Clayton, GA

MLS 20077919
$269,900
5+- Acres

Near Highlands

POSS REALTY
Jim Blalock
Realtor®©
706-4901404
706-782-2121

(()LINIH‘K (iL]‘Iy

* Incredible Views
® Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
e Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta e 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

BGCP helps kids ages kindergarten to high school through a variety of activities.

families last year and she’s looking ahead to
the future.

“The Boys & Gitls Club of the Plateau
holds a very special place in my heart, and
thanks to the support of our community,
we were able to support 225% more fami-
lies this year,” said Clark. “We are proud
of our accomplishments and are excited to
provide more and better opportunities for
our kids and teens next year.”

BGCP ended winter programming
with a holiday party for families, volunteers,
and community partners. In addition to a
shared meal, families participated in holi-
day games, crafts, and music. BGCP choir
members provided the entertainment.

As part of BGCP’s end-of-year cel-
ebration, Kathryn Davis was recognized as
Volunteer of the Year. In addition to run-
ning a successful Concierge Services busi-
ness, Davis $ Co. Her passions consist of
two core themes: her hometown and mak-
ing a difference.

Davis began volunteering at BGCP in
2019. In addition to assisting with special-
ized programming for our youth, she joined
BGCP’s board in September of last year,
where she is focused on facility manage-
ment and safety.

Davis enjoys spending time as a volun-
teer with the BGCP and adores the oppor-
tunity she has to help shape today’s youth.

“We are so grateful to Kathryn and all

she does for the Club. She is a rock star,”
said Carmen Waite, CEQO.

BGCP’s new building is located in
Cashiers, NC, the boys and Gitls Club of
the Plateau’s mission is to enable all young
people, especially those who need us most,
to reach their full potential as productive,
caring, responsible citizens. For more in-
formation, visit BGCP’s website at www.
bgcplateau.org or contact the club at 828
743-2775.

BGCP Volunteer of the Year Kathryn Davis.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters celebrate
National Mentoring Month

A caring adult can change
a childs life, which is why Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Western
North Carolina is celebrating
National Mentoring Month this
January.

More than 100 children and
youth — many of them local — live
in the 18 branches served by Big
Brothers Big Sisters of West-
ern North Carolina. Eager to be
matched with engaged, caring
adults, or “Bigs,” our “Littles” do
better in school, at home, in their
relationships and with their aca-
demic work than their peers, stud-
ies have shown.

As a branch of Big Brothers
Big Sisters of America, the largest
and most experienced one-to-one
mentoring organization in the na-
tion, BBBSWNC supports critical
social and emotional develop-
ment that local children need to
help build resilience and promote
mental health and well-being; Bigs
have loads of fun and often say
they get so much out of the rela-
tionship with their Little.

Year-round, but especially in
January, BBBSWNC celebrates
its volunteers and recruits adults
ages 18 and older to become Bigs.
BBBSWNC staff enroll, train,
and support Bigs by pairing them
with a young person with simi-
lar interests and then helping the

family and the Big bring out the
best in the child.

Bigs do that just by showing
up for an hour or two every cou-
ple of weeks to hang out, talk and
listen while doing something fun
with their Little — often at events
that BBBS and its supporters ar-
range and underwrite.

Potential Bigs and other sup-
porters can learn more by click-
ing HERE.

The child’s safety is top of
mind in everything BBBS does,
as is the professional support and
supervision it gives to all matches.

National Mentoring Month
was created in 2002 by Mentoring,
org, a mentoring advocacy organi-
zation created more than 30 years
ago, and the Harvard T.H. School
of Public Health to “amplify, en-
courage, and strengthen mentor-
ship for young people,” Mentor-
ing.org states on its website.

Among national  officials
who have supported the creation
of National Mentoring Month,
according to the website, are for-
mer President Barack Obama and
members of Congress, including
the late Sen. John McCain. Ad-
ditional support has come from
Maya Angelou, Clint Eastwood,
Quincy Jones, Gen. Colin L. Pow-
ell, Cal Ripken Jr., Bill Russell and
Usher.

To learn more about becom-
ing a Big and about Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Western North Car-
olina, go to www.bbbswnc.org or
visit its Facebook page, www.face-
book.com/bbbswnc.otg,
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bobhenritze@gmail.com
www.firewoodcompany.net
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Highlands Mercantile Now Opent

322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Gifts ¢ Linens ¢ Skincare
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| saw
Jesus today

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United
Methodist Church

I saw Jesus today.

It started with a smile,
then a nod of understanding,
then a tear of empathy.

I saw Jesus today.

I saw Jesus today.
An oasis of kindness
in a desert of cruelty.

A hospitable,
outstretched hand
in a hostile world.

I saw Jesus today.

I saw Jesus today.
A friend spoke.
A friend listened.
A friend understood.
A stranger became a friend.
I saw Jesus today.

At the Communion Table,
in the waters of baptism,
at a rest home,
in a hospital,

a funeral home,
in prison.

By a sick bed

with the dying.

I saw reconciliation.
I heard a child laugh.

I listened to musings of the aged.
In uncommon kindness,
gentleness,
forgiveness
and patience,

I saw Jesus today.

A revival preacher once told me
that if I welcomed Jesus into my heart
I would see him one day.

I must’ve misunderstood.

I thought he meant later, in heaven.

But,
I must’ve misunderstood.
Because,
I saw Jesus today.

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
9:30am Sunday School; 10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
Sun.[0:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service |0:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday Services Chapel: Rite | spoken, 8a. Rite Il with Choir in
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship I | a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy [07N. ¢ Glenville. NC * 743-2729 » Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:WWorship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - | lam English
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship -1 am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:8a.9:30 & | |a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities both virtual and in-person.
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. |0a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin  uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am




Highlands Police entries
from Dec. 16. Only the names of
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Dec. 26

* At | p.m,, officers received a re-
port of destruction,damage, vandalism
to property at a residence on Bowery
Road where trees on the property
were cut down without permission.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Jan.2

Jan.2

* At 1:08 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Skylake
Drive.

Jan. 4

* At 3:56 p.m,, the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on

Old Orchard Road.

Jan.5

* At 4:44 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on N. 4th
Street.

Jan. 6

* At 3:14 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Bow-
ery Road.

* At 7:03 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on NC
106.

* At 10:15 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a motor vehicle accident on N.
4th Street.

Jan. 8

* At 9:36 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Mel
Keener Road.

* At 9:30 p.m,, the dept. provided
mutual aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.

..DRUGS continued from page 1

Methamphetamines and drug paraphernalia found in a vehicle during the license checkpoint.

hicle. Charges are forthcoming,

This was a multi-agency effort in
which officers from the Highlands Police
Department, Macon County Sherift’s Of-
fice, and NC State Highway Patrol took
part. Specifically, driver’s licenses were
checked at the checking station near the in-
tersection of Lower Lake and Big Bearpen
roads.

Officers were in the area for approxi-
mately one hour and in addition to the sei-
zure of drugs and drug paraphernalia, they
wrote several warning notices and citations
for vehicle registration and driver’s license
violations.

“This checkpoint was a coordinated ef-
fort between multiple agencies to help deal
with complaints of traffic violations and
criminal activity in the Highlands area,” said
Highlands Police Chief Andrea Holland.
“Citizens can expect to see further enforce-
ment activities such as this around High-
lands as we maintain our commitment to
providing a safe community.”

Holland said she looks forward to co-
operation with the community and fellow
law enforcement agencies in these continued
efforts.

- Kim Lewicki
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Rock Mtn/Chimneytop from Devils Courthouse.

Land Trust completes two more
conservation easements in 2022

By Gary Wein
Executive Director

The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
(HCLT) has completed three conservation
projects in 2022 protecting two conservation
easements in Jackson County and accepting
new lands on Big Bearpen in Highlands.
Since 1909 HCLT has conserved in Ma-
con and Jackson Counties over 3,850 acres
in over 130 places, 3,300 acres of that total
since 20006.

Mary and Starcen Ellis placed a beauti-
ful 13 acres into an easement located in Ca-
shiers on Monte Vista Road. This easement
conserves a small section of old growth for-
estand a rare rock outcrop with two federally
threatened plant species, milfoil ragwort and
a stonecrop. This conservation easement
is adjacent to High Hampton which added
87 acres to its nearby easement in 2021 that
protects Rock and Chimneytop Mountains.

The Cannon family placed 18 acres in a
conservation easement they are calling Liten
Gard. The easement is located on North
Norton Road and protects part of the wa-
tershed for Pine Creek and Glenville Lake.
The site is also home to a rare boulder field

forest and two rare plants, the northern fly
honeysuckle and northern shorthusk grass.

Conservation easements are not pub-
lic lands. So please do not run out and visit
these places as you will be a trespasser. Con-
servation easements do provide important
public benefits acting as refugia for rare
biota, protecting views, and water.

Jane and Tom Ghegan donated three
quarters of an acre on Big Bearpen Moun-
tain Road to the land trust. This land is ad-
jacent to one of the Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway entrances to Rhododendron Park on
Big Bearpen. The land will be added to the
24.5 acres that make up this public park.
Perhaps in the future this land could enable
additional parking at a Greenway trail head.

The Land Trust will carry an additional
four more conservation projects into 2023,
so stayed tuned for more good news in
2023.

The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
is a 501(c)3 and depends upon donations
from people like you. To find out more
about HCLT contact us at info@hcltnc.org
or visit hicashlt.net.
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Erly Ubfian

LMBT #13808

Massage and Bodywork ¥, 828.482.2219

435 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Highlands | SOtheby'S

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 &

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing ¢ Retaining Wall

Driveways e Septic Placement

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

IallenI Zjd/f /4 / /
Realtors”
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

|Gl CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.

e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
e Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services™.

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222
Highlands Automotive

Service A=Y, NC
s e ~ Inspection
& L Station

Repair

L3 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

COUNSELING
CENTER

HIGHLANDS, NC

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

(864) 481-0598

info@counselingcenter.org

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

QuahtyTree Care & Removal
:5{ 18+ years
"528 200-9217 « fuIIy insurgd

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH I.-HI'II:IE

Appmntmnnt unﬁ' ..-:-:‘J:H- 8 .:-\_..
Call: 828-526-1960 =
Text: T!B 855- llﬂ!'.i -“"”.
Ema:l' -lnﬂnghlamls@gmml nnm

e Grading
e Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER
TOWN CAR. Excellent condition. Call
828-371-2579 for details. (st. 1 1/3)

3 RV CLASS A SITES atVWildflow-

er Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded,

mature luxury resort. Call for more in-
formation. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)
FOR LEASE
COZY LAKEFRONT COT-

TAGE AVAILABLE. Fully furnished,

one bedroom, one bath. Easy access from
Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corpo-
rate or seasonal rental between High-

BE STILL ... MEDITATION

Vanessa L. Steele
Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

_
302-588-3603

lands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at
770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@
aol.com (st. | 1/23)

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
LAND TRUST IS LOOKING FOR
AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. Ap-
plications must be received by February
|5,2023. Start date is May |, 2023.

The Executive Director is responsible
for execution of strategic plans, donor
education and development, land acqui-
sition and stewardship, staff management,
and office administration. The Director

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566
CBD -~ HEALS

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs * 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps * CBD cream and balm

should embrace servant-leadership and
will work closely with an involved Board
of Directors and experienced staff. The
full-time position includes benefits, and
the salary will be commensurate with
experience and comparable with non-
profit executive director positions in the
region.

POSITION OVERVIEW: The
successful candidate will report to the
Board of Directors. In addition to the
HCLT staff include three full-time and
two seasonal staff. At a minimum the

successful candidate must demonstrate
o See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

CHESTNUT STDR&(‘EE

Storage Units Available

Call today to find oot why waire
“Highland’s Premier Facility”
Bz8-482-1045

Look for our sign!

luS:uu Buck Coeat Bd. - 52 miie ol Coslsars Rl s Uth_'h-l.l:.-l

e

A -- |
\ I\ 1
IU O f«% 'L,} | U

e @ S @ETMLEN@
706-782-2972

Owner JASON WOODS
Only the finest in automotive cleaning
Autos * Boats * Bikes * Golf Carts

f(])l“h(lid nds Y*‘“"’y*‘*
utdoor
nghtlng % jJ

j Ason "'-"I- uﬁ.i

82.8 482.0801 |

Classifieds:

$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads

$20 for BW
$25 for color

The
Highlands
Barbershop

HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.
Make a right at the
Crossroades. It’s on the
right past the light.

L
Cocn

(828) 482-9374

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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an appreciation for and curi-
osity about natural resources,
and superior organizational
skills. He or she should have
experience with successful
non-profits. Experience with
other land trusts or other
environmental non-profits is
not required but would be
helpful.

QUALIFICATIONS: Ca-
pacity to excel at influenc-
ing and leading the staff and
the organization; Outstand-
ing communication  skills
and ability to work well with
board, staff, the community
and media; High executive
functionality; Nature-orient-
ed; Energetic, curious,and so-
cial; Passion for the mission
and programs of HCLT; Ex-
perience in program planning
and execution; Donor sup-
port and fundraising capabili-
ties; Age-appropriate educa-
tion programming; Fiscal and
operational management; En-
vironmental, property, and/or
fiscal regulations

TO APPLY: Please send
introductory letter and re-
sume to: Carlton King, Presi-
dent, HCLT, PO. Box 1703,
Highlands, NC 28741. Or
email to personnel@hcltnc.
org

HCLT is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer and encour-
ages diversity and equity in
all facets of the organization’s
work. All qualified applicants
will receive consideration for
employment without regard

to race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, disability sta-
tus, protected veteran status,
or any other protected class.
(st. 1/5)

THE DRY SINK IS
SEEKING A COMPOSED
STORE MANAGER with
an exceptional ability to man-
age all aspects of a retail store,
including sales staff, inventory,
and store sales.

Scope of the Job and

Requirements:

An energetic powerhouse
who will take this opportunity
with passion. Candidate must
have retail management expe-
rience and a flexible schedule.
Must be highly organized, tech
savvy (Excel, Word and Retail
Pro) and innovative. The ideal
candidate should love cooking,
gadgets, homeware, fashion
and more!

Duties and Responsibili-
ties:

Making sales and building
meaningful relationships with
clientele; Recruiting, hiring,
and maintaining (OJT) sales
staff; Ensuring that customer
service is always a top prior-
ity; Maintaining the cleanliness
and neatness of the store;
Maintaining inventory lev-
els and creative merchandis-
ing; Creating sales events and
trunk_shows; Maintaining so-
cial media posts. Compensa-
tion includes benefits package,
and incentives. Please emalil
resume and cover letter to
susie@gardnerlee com. (st

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

12/8)

HOTWIRE COMU-
NICATIONS IS HIRING!
LOCAL Highlands opportuni-
ties. FULL-TIME, year-round,
customer facing, Field Service
Technicians & Fiber Splicer
jobs available. Excellent pay
& benefits. Forward your re-
sume to samantha.baker@
hotwirecommunication.com.
(st.9/15)

SWEETREATS AND
HIGHLANDS DELI IS
UNDER NEW MANAGE-
MENT and is hiring full and
part time staff for the season.
Competitive starting wage,
great tips, and reasonable
hours (not too early, not too
late). Pick up an application in
store at |15 S. 4th Street or
apply on Sweetreatshighlands.
com. (st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale,
Small Assisted Living Facility
currently hiring CNAs and Di-
etary Staff. Flexible Schedule,
Competitive Pay, Great At-
mosphere. Call 828-526-5251
or stop by for an application.
You may apply in person at 24
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at
828-526-5251 or by email to
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com
or lindabtiff@aol.com.

SERVICES

| INSTALL TILE! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience. Also offer grout

cleaning. Licensed & Insured.
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring
LLC.Home: 828-526-4943 or
Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN
— Chatlos Contruction — Re-
models, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Paint-
ing. Insured. 828-200-4071.
(12/29)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED ORANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? | can do
it. Call or text James of Go-
ing Gone at 828-421-2655.
(12/29)

CNA/EMT Dependable,
knowledgeable, dedicated to
my clients. Stop paying agency
prices and call me. Franklin,
NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HIGH COUNTRY
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides
& negatives to CD or DVD
for easier viewing.Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at
828-526-5208.

Classifieds:

$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each ad-
ditional word
$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service
Ads

$20 for BW
$25 for color
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= VHouse Vacation Rentals| STJo] 'Y
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Grotie Sl on MLS
hihlandermountainhouz;i::;rn In 2022

(HCBOR)

Weichert

- PR - w e — REALTORS
Country Club Properties : .
Your local hometown ngh'ands Proper“es

o Real Estate professionals. .
o | 3 Offices 828-526-2520 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
N info@highlandsiscalling.com
com/CRVRHi iscalli

tp:
attps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

b=

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC . 828-526-5522
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com

it Put Allen

STRONGEA TORETHEN 4 BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

Meadows Mountain Realty
MOUNTAIN LuxuRy [IIRIIEE S Iy g

Dedicated to finding the £ . Broker / Luxury Collection
home you've always wanted. 5 3 Y Specialist
3 (404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

_'-_.--. 2 i |II .
Live behind the gates
of GlenCove
*membership is not
required*
**Horses allowed**

Waterfall & 16 Acres
191 N Hollow, Cashiers

Offered for
$3,999,999

e

[ T ; ni--.:'!-fé-"- -

DARLENE CONLEY | |+ _ =i o i
404.427.2448 o

k]

Reeves e

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”
Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

LANDMARK
EEEAILS&IS A VACATION RENTALS

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

Licensed in NC and GA AlC We are home! = PAM N ELLIS CELL:828-787-1895

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com PAT(;:,E)L?I\L,P;];:; TY;Z?E:Q;?: chsT; :;;:L;Ig RS BROEER ‘PAMELLA-NELLIS@YAKOO.COM




#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!
Stronger together!

Source HCMLS &

Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

RealTrends

fh" II//.-’:’

REALTY (IROS

| Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
| m 828.200.6165

Wildeat Cliffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
" 828.526.4525

1

i BEL ETTAIL
Loadigg Firivs,

patallenrealtygroup.com

Jod
Lovgll

For being recognized by the 2022
Real Trends &

The Thousand rankings,

as advertised in

the Wall Street Journal.

DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

Highlands Sotheby’s
International Realty
¢ (828) 226.6303

BEE GLEESON

@oay 3071415 Louxury is alevel
of service, not a
PAT GLEESON pI‘iCG pOth.

(828) 782.0472

Highlands

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
st e
5 Offices across the plateau!
HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

CELL:B43-576-9653
CDLE FUHRMQN COLE@LANDMARKRG.COM
e BROKER @ @HIGHLANDSNCREALSTATE

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

BROKER

Closed
IN NORTH CAROLINA Wednesday
2021,2020,2017,2016 and for
dinner on
per Real Trends Sunday
112-3:30p &

TOP PRODUCING

BROKER
Highlands - Cashiers
MLS since 2001

www.wildthymegourmet.com

CWWO [FGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

REOPENING

Thurs., Feb. 17

See you for our

29th season

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

p—

AGENTS IN THE USA

per Real Trends
@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah |
828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining
Closed until

mid-March

Www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY'S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




