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Appraised property values skyrocket

Highlands Township and Highlands City represent balf of the county’s total taxable property value.

By Brittney Lofthouse

Property reappraisals in Ma-
con County are being sent out in
February and property owners

HS Varsity
Swim Team
braves snow

to travel to

swim meet

By Coach Steve Hott
HS Varsity Swim & Dive Team

With several other teams
canceling out due to weather
concerns, on Saturday, January
14, the Highlands School Varsity
Swim Team traveled to Franklin
for what turned into a triangular
meet between 3A Franklin, 3A
Smoky Mountain and 1A High-
lands.

The five swimmer boys’
team of Finneaus Garner, Aniah
McKim, Conner Hughes, Paolo

can expect to see a significant in-
crease in the taxes they owe.
Although the county’s prop-

erty tax rate hasn’t increased, the

county’s property revaluation will
cause the majority of tax bills to
increase. The Macon County Tax

e See VALUES page 7

The new Highlands Fire & Rescue building on Main Street is open for business.

Highlands Fire & Rescue is in its new home
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Zoning
Board hears
first SUP
case about
STRs

On Wednesday, Jan. 11, the
first Zoning Board of Adjustment
meeting requiring board action
since March 22, 2022, was heard.

It involved the first Special
Use Permit case regarding the
Short-term Rentals (STR) issue
since the Unified Development
Code (UDO) was amended.

Colleen Kerrigan who lives
in Mirror Lake was required to
get a SUP to rent a room in her
house — something she has done
intermittently over the years as an
STR as attested by county room
tax payments.

- Photo by Brian O’Shea

McRae, and Jesus Mendoza
finished 2nd ahead of Smoky By Brian O’Shea street from the Highlands Post
Mountain, while the one gitl  Plateau Daily News Office. HFR Chief Ryan Gearhart

team, Tate Wilson finished 3rd.
In the boy’s 4x100 yd free-
o See SWIM page 15

Highlands Fire & Rescue has
officially moved into the new sta-
tion on Franklin Road across the

said they began operations in the
new building on Jan. 6 after the
trucks, equipment, and gear were

transferred over.

The driving forces behind
building a new facility include
quicker response times and an in-

e See STATION page 12

According to Planning Di-
rector Michael Mathis, Kerrigan
has rented out a room in the
past but since the UDO defined

e See ZONING page 14

You have a property to sell.
We have brokers who will find the
perfect prospect.
Let the #1 firm on the Plateau represent you!

114N, 4th Street | (828) 526.4104 » 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.8300

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY

Per HighlandwCashiers MLS

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.+ 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com




Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 19,2023 - 828-200-1371

e THE PLATEAU’S POS]T[ON o

«MAYOR ON DUTYe

What to expect at tonlghts TB meeting

he new year is well
underway.  Thursday,
January 19, will be the

first meeting of the year for the
Highlands Town Board. It be-
gins at 7 PM at the Highlands
Community Center next to the
ball field. You can remotely ac-
cess the meeting through the
town website.

Several agenda items are
carryovers from last year. 1
hope the board will take fi-
nal action on several of these
items.

The draft of the lease for the WHILC
transmission antenna located on the town’s
Big Bear Pen tower will again be up for
review. If the board approves this draft,
it will have to be posted in the newspaper
before final action is taken. The same will
apply to the lease for the small HAM ra-
dio antenna that will also be placed on the
town tower. Since this antenna is for non-
commercial use, I foresee no issues.

The board is still waiting for infor-
mation from the county concerning the
renewal of the Highlands Chamber of
Commerce building lease. Hopefully, more

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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Letter Policy:

We reserve the right to reject or edit
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters
will be accepted, Views expressed are not
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

information will be available at
the next Town Board meeting;

Members of the ABC board
and staff will attend the meeting
to present a more detailed pro-
posal concerning the possible re-
location of the ABC Store to the
old Oak Street fire department
building,

The fire department has
transferred its operations to
the new facility on US 64. Last
month Steve Mehder, the chair
of the ABC Board, and Kevin
Vinson, the ABC Manager, proposed that
the ABC store be relocated to the old fire
department building. The Town Board re-
quested more information before making a
decision.

The ABC representatives will make an
in-depth presentation, including architec-
tural schematic drawings, an assessment of
future space needs, project financial data,
and the impact on the long-term ABC store
operation. I anticipate a final decision on
the ABC proposal at a later date.

At the December meeting, commis-
sioners expressed an interest in conducting
a land-use study for the entire town prop-
erty where the police, EMS, Playhouse, and
Town Hall are located. If the board decides
to hire a company to conduct a land-use
study, I believe it should be a comprehen-
sive review of future needs for all facilities,
including those in the recreation and public
works departments.

As he first did last fall, Lamar Nix will
present a report concerning town obliga-
tions and costs for the proposed downtown
electric vehicle charging stations. Upon
hearing Lamar’s report, I hope for a final de-
cision on this proposal.

Last year the board entered a contract
with Environmental, Inc. to operate the
Highlands sewer plant. In the meantime,
we have also been helping town personnel
acquire the required operator licenses. The
contract and training efforts have gone well.
The current strategy is to continue using a
private company to operate the plant while
also developing redundancy by having li-
cense operators on staff. At the meeting, the
board will review the contract for operating
the sewer plant for the coming year.
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"BURRR. Can't wait for Spring and those long
wiggly, slimly worms Highlands is famous for."

- WEATHER .

Thu, 19-Jan Fri, 20~Jan Sat, 21-Jan Sun, 22-Jan
I
59°F 47°F @ 46°F 39°F
34°F / -~ 25°F 31°F 27°F
A shower and Mostly sunny and cooler Parlly sunny A shower and t-storm;
thunderstorm colder
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High 57° Lowr. 48° High 45° Low. 26° High: 48° Low 20° High: 41° Low. 25°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

T e R 0 0 ) B
HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar * Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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— Bl \winter Specials

BOOK TODAY | CALL 866.526.8008

AT HALF-MILE FARM & OLD EDWARDS INN | JANUARY - MARCH 2023
% 2 ; 8

Half-Mile Farm Old Edwards Inn & Spa Madison’s Restaurant Fitness Center Acorns
Stay at Half-Mile Farm Stay at Old Edwards Inn Hotel Guests Enjoy a Glass of $20 Fitness and 25% Off Your Entire
from $165 per night from $195 per night Complimentary Champagne Yoga Classes Purchase at Acorns*
with Dinner

Limited to one guest room per night. Local ID is required from Macon, Jackson, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount.

*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sunday - Thursday, January 2 - March 30, 2023. Excludes holidays.
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* INVESTING AT 4,118

—

Wes
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeSerrices
Meadows Mountain Realy

Want an award-winning
real estate experience?
Use an award winning
real estate expert.

Teresa ranks in the
top 3% of BHHS global
network agents!

TERESA SEAY BrOKER
(828) 421-1514

488 Main Street, Highlands, M 25874

Luxury Real Estate Outlook 2023

appy New Year from the Plateau!
HAS we reflect on an exciting and

productive 2022, the proverbial
question is how will real estate sales in this
market fare in 20237

One of the many benefits being an af-
filiate of an international brand, Sotheby’s
International Realty, in addition to the exten-
sive exposure for clients, is the deep market-
ing and research teams which provide cur-
rent information for our brokers and clients
in this fast-moving and ever-changing real
estate market.

Sotheby’s International Realty just pub-
lished their 2023 Luxury Real Estate Out-
look report based on surveys of luxury bro-
kers across the globe as well as an analysis of
sales statistics in the high-end markets. While
conventional wisdom about supply and de-
mand and interest-rate fluctuation would
suggest luxury home prices should be falling,
that did not occur in 2022. Prices remained
steady or continued to climb in the top-tier
of home sales.

The report states that the reasons for
prices staying strong are multi-fold: firstly,

16 Acres With WATERFALL & STREAM
191 N. Hollow, Cashiers

Offered for $3,999,999

Highlze

Sotheby’s

Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022

(HCBOR)

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers
Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

the world’s seen a surge of wealth creation in
recent years and the affluent still have more
money to spend; secondly, many luxury pur-
chases are made in cash, so the high-end
sector remains somewhat insulated from
interest-rate fluctuations. Finally, the lifestyle
change resulting from Covid-19 is here to
stay: people are spending more time at home
and placing more of an emphasis on home
life, even as the world has opened up. What
that means is that luxury homeowners can
rationalize the expenses of owning multiple
properties since they are spending more time
in them, and are therefore less likely to put
them up for sale. As such, inventory contin-
ues to be low coupled with an undersupply
of new construction.

Fannie Mae’s forecast for 2023 is that
home sales will decline but begin to rebound
in 2024. Fannie Mae economists also believe
that mortgage rates will steadily fall. Despite
this prediction, luxury agents remain busy
brokering deals for their clients, many of

whom are looking to make opportunistic
investments during a fluctuating market.
Now more than ever, it is apparent that
the affluent want to spend their equity pru-
dently, and the wise, experienced agents are
poised to help them do just that.

Like other luxury markets across the
U.S.,, this market saw prices rise in value and
inventory shrink since the Covid-19 pan-
demic began in March 2020. The homes
that sold are holding their value and some
are continuing to increase. This area is still
extraordinarily desirable, and thete are no
signs of buyers’ remorse from the many
pandemic home purchasers. In fact, we are
seeing a second tier of buyers - the friends
and family of the buyers who came during
the pandemic.

One of the important trends to ac-
knowledge in the Sotheby’s International
Realty Luxury Outlook 2023 Study is that
natural amenities are extremely important
to the luxury buyers who want to enjoy out-
door adventures and beautiful natural set-
tings such as the mountains or the beach.
The lifestyle choice of moving to high-
quality smaller towns within driving dis-
tances of larger cities continues to inspire
buyers of all ages to explore and choose
Western North Carolina as a summer ref-
uge to escape the heat or as a full-time resi-
dence to step back and remove themselves
and their families from the problems of big
cities. We continue to see this pipeline of
buyers trekking up the mountain to make
this area their home.

As a seller, you should recognize that
the frenzy of buying that occurred in 2020

o See INVESTING page 7

Downtown nghlands
WaIk to everythlng ondlviﬁlhto 5 Iots
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NORTHEAS T

D emesT 8 The numbers add up.
T So do the sales.

AS A SMALL FIRM,

BHHS MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

ranks SECOND in the Southeast region of the United States.*
AS A SMALL TEAM,

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
ranks SECOND in North Carolina
and I5th in the ENTIRE United States.*

*As of September 30, 2022 in the BHHS global network of more than 55000 agents.

Find out what we can do for you.

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

HIGHLANDS This spacious Trillium Place town home is in the perfect downtown Highlands

location — walk to restaurants, shopping, and entertainment venues! It is offered
MLS# 101353 | $6SO’OOO fully furnished with elegant designer finishes and furnishings throughout and is
move-in ready. A gas log stone fireplace anchors the living area. The modernized
kitchen is open to the dining and living areas and boasts stainless steel appliances.
Upstairs are two oversized bedrooms; each has a large en suite bathroom with a

Eseryy

KIMBERLY AYERS + MITZI RAUERS n
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

KIMBERLY AYERS: (404) 281-9301

. . HomeServices
kimberly.ayers@bhhsgeorgia.com beautifully tiled walk-in shower. Gorgeous designer light fixtures throughout are .

; . Meadows Mountain Realty
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 an added bonus. A large covered patio that has cypress trees for privacy overlooks
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com the grounds of Trillium Place, and is the perfect spot for dining al fresco.

© 2023 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal
Housing Opportunity.
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* HIGHLANDS DINING ®
WOLFGANG'S & ﬁm dlouu

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

OPEN for Take-out
ONLY
Lunch & Dinner

Lunch 12-3p ¢ Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p|
Closed Wednesdays
Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900 Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554

I51 Helen’s Barn Avenue 595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary
muffins & coffee

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery

Celebrating 28 years
70 years of making hungry people smile!
American Cuisine with a Wonderil Steaks cut—to— order for hotel guests
G Twi d I lai Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners LUNCH:
erman Twist and Creole Flair Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli Friday.s | 1:30a - 2:30p
REOPENING salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, DINNER:
Thursday, February 16 cookies and so much moret Th S 5 :;,o 9
s urs.-Sat. * 5:30-
Thank you for your wonderful support ) OPEN BRUNCH: P
during our 28th season. Wed.—Frin.: 9:302:(;):2% / Sat.: 9:30a—4p Sat & Sun 10a - 3p
474 Mﬂﬁjﬁﬁ njg iz:ﬂmam? The Month of January 290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762 highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

-

SN .0 T couve INRIENE SR

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Craft Ice Cream &

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands Hand-Crafted
Open Sandwiches
6 days a week For Hours and to order on line go to:

(Closed Wed and SweetTreatsHighlands.com
for dinner on Sunday)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p

Dinner: .
5:30p - until Fast & Fresh Family Food

BURRITOS & MORE
4TH STREET HICHL
226 3 gegsacasns | DSKC

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

online Ordering Available and
'l NOW SERVING MARGARITAS! r

Corner of 4th & Main ¢ |15 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632
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has calmed, but if your home is updated, well-maintained,
in a good location and priced faitly, it will sell. As a buyer,
you should accept that inventory is still scarce, and you
may have to embrace imperfection and compromise to
purchase a home in this market. That means that you may
have to accept that your entire wish-list may not be met,
but you can immediately enjoy the lifestyle offered here
and perfect your home as time unfolds.

Jody and Wood Lovell are the owners of Highlands/
Cashiers Sotheby’s International, the luxury leader on the
Plateau since 2001. With over thirty brokers in three loca-
tions across the Plateau, they can help you with all your
real estate needs. Selling over $800 million in the last thirty-
six months alone, their track record proves that they are
closers!! Call them at 828.526.4104 or 828.526.8300 or
email Jody at jody.lovell@sir.com.

Modern Fast Food &
Cowtyard Market

Oﬁer'mg hot &
At cold sandwiches,
foakery items,
and
SECRET dai[y
specia[s.
Fresh[y made
and ready for
p'tck up.

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4thst.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square
Highlands « (828) 305-7509
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* OBITUARY ®

Joyce Gail

Joyce Gail Rogers, 77, of Highlands
went home to be with Jesus on Monday,
January 16, 2023. b i

Born in Jackson County, she was the [EJ88
daughter of the late Leonard and Flossie
McCall Potts. She was preceded in death by
her parents; brothers, Roy Potts and Jimmy
Potts. Mrs. Rogers was a member of Yellow
Mountain Baptist Church. She enjoyed cro-
cheting and spending time with her family,
especially her four grandsons.

She is survived by two daughters, Me-
lissa Crowe (Chrtis) of Athens, GA, and
Monica Vinson (Kevin) of Highlands, NC;
one son, Justin Rogers of Atlanta, GA; and four grand-
sons, Tyler Crowe, Ryan Vinson, Travis Crowe, and Dylan
Vinson. She also is survived by two sisters, Helen Holden

Rogers

of Cullowhee, NC, and Willene Conner of
Franklin, NC; three brothers, Cutley Potts
of Cullowhee, NC, Dennis Potts of Black
Duck, MN, and Robbie Potts of Cullowhee,
NC; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Graveside service will be 2pm on Satut-
day, January 21 at Potts Cemetery in Cullo-
whee. Rev. Tommy Holden will officiate.

The family will serve as pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers donations can be
made to the Potts Cemetery, C/O Robert
Potts, PO Box 2444, Cashiers, NC 28717.

Online condolences can be made at
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

| FTTER®

The Center for Plastic Surgery is closing Jan. 31, 2023

Dear Editor,

After 23 exceptional years of practice at the Center for
Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Buchanan will retire on January
31, 2023.

On that date, the Center for Plastic Surgery will
permanently close. Until then the office is open for all
consultations, simple procedures, and sales.

Dr. Buchanan would like to extend thanks to his patients
and the entite community in and around Highlands for their

...VALUE continued from page 1

Office is sending out the reappraisal notices following the
completion of the 2023 property revaluation at the end of
the month.

At the January Macon County commission meeting,
Tax Administrator Abby Braswell said after the completion
of the 2023 reappraisal, the total taxable property value in
Macon County came to $12.6 billion, neatly a $5 billion in-
crease over 2022.

Revaluation is the process in which all counties in
North Carolina revalue all property (land and buildings) to
its current market value as of an established date. North
Carolina law requires all counties to conduct a property re-
valuation at least every eight years. Macon County does it
every four years. The last reval was 2019.

The county tax office monitors market data to accu-
rately determine the market value of all properties. Staff
visit and observe properties to verify characteristics, com-
pate similar property sales and consider improvements or
changes made. Revaluation captures these changes in value
for property tax purposes. In simpler terms, it’s how much a
home would sell for under normal conditions.

As Braswell explained to commissioners, homes that

trust, support, and loyalty. He considers his retirement
bittersweet, as he has enjoyed caring for his patients over
the years but is excited to continue serving the community
in other ways.

Before the Center for Plastic Surgery closes, patients
wishing to obtain their medical records may either download
electronic copies through their Patient Portals or contact the
office directly at 828-526-3788.

were assessed in 2020 for $100,000 recently sold for double
that value, even with no changes being made. Because peo-
ple were willing to pay double, the market inflated values,
resulting in significant changes in revaluations.

Properties are revalued to ensure assessed values are
based on the current market and establish equalization for
property owners throughout Macon County.

Now that the revaluation is complete, property owners
will be notified of their new assessed value in the coming
weeks and will then have an opportunity to appeal the new
rates if desired.

On average, Macon County sees about 10 percent of
property owners appeal, however, with the significant in-
crease expected after this revaluation, Braswell said the tax
office is bracing for an influx of appeals.

As part of the reappraisal process, the tax office re-
viewed property sales by townships with Macon County
as a whole reporting 1,856 sales in 2021 and 1,479 sales
in 2022. Out of Macon County’s 13 townships, Highlands
and Highlands City accounted for 429 sales in 2021 with
the lowest sold parcel being $5,000 in Highlands Town-

e See VALUES page 13
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Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

ALL ABOUT BOOKS

e INK PENN @

Choose your location - London or Paris

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

EXCEPTIONAL LISTING SERVICE

MOUNTAIN LIFE '

tARKE REALTY GROLUP

JOHMN SHEEHAM | Broker
225 Maln Street | 404.790.9716
john@highlandsandcashiers.com

ether it’s to new
locales or familiar
ones, reading can

transport you wherever you'd
like to go. I especially enjoy
visiting cities I've explored
in the past because I like rec-
ognizing familiar landmarks.
That’s what I got to do with
these two books—first I
crossed the pond to visit Lon-
don, and then I hopped the
channel to see Patis.

“The Twist of a Knife”
by Anthony Horowitz

If you’re a fan of Masterpiece Mystery,
you likely watched “Magpie Murders,” a re-
cent hit on PBS. It is based on the book of
the same name by Anthony Horowitz. The
author was also the screenwriter for “Foyle’s
War,” another fan favorite on Masterpiece
Mystery.

What fun to read a novel in which the
author is the main character. That’s the case
with Horowitz’s Detective Hawthorne nov-
els. In this fourth in the series, Horowitz is
once again the reluctant author who writes
about the mysterious Detective Hawthorne.
This book opens with him telling the detec-
tive he no longer wants to write about him.

When Horowitz becomes a murder sus-
pect, though, he has no choice but to call on
the reclusive detective and resume a reluc-
tant partnership with him. Intrigued by the
blurring of fact and fiction, I turned to the
internet for more information.

Fact: Horowitz did write a play called
“Mindgame” and it debuted at the Vaude-
ville Theatre in London. A fact not in the
book is that it also debuted on Broadway
with Keith Carradine in the lead role.

Fact: As happens in the book, the play
was not a success in London, and in real life,
its Broadway run wasn’t either.

If you've read the first three books,
you will recall that the titles have a pattern-
-"The WORD is Murder, The SENTENCE
is Death, A LINE to Kill.” This title is dif-
ferent, and he mentions in the story that the
first three titles were a mistake as they were
difficult to continue.

T have to wonder if that detail is fact or
fiction, and I wonder whether there will be a
fifth book. Something tells me the series will

Kathy Manos Penn

continue because there’s more
to learn about Detective Haw-
thorne. Horowitz the author
has yet to reveal the complete
story about the man, and, of
course, in the books, Horow-
itz the character is as clueless
as we readets are.

“Time was Soft There: A
Paris Sojourn at Shakespeare
& Co.” by Jeremy Mercer

I had to pick up this
book when I saw it displayed
at Shakespeare & Co.—the
bookshop in North Carolina,
not France. I feel quite fortunate that I’ve
gotten to know Stuart Ferguson, the man-
ager of this quaint bookshop in Highlands,
and that he decided to carry my books. Yes,
I visited the namesake shop in Paris but
didn’t have the time it takes to get to know
it. This book showed me what I missed.

Most of us have heard of the origi-
nal shop that opened in 1919 and became
a home away from home to authors such
as Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and oth-
ers. It didn’t reopen after WWII. Today’s
Shakespeare & Co. opened in 1951 on the
banks of the Seine as Le Mistral and its
owner changed the name to Shakespeare &
Co. in 1964 when the original owner died.

This book is a memoir about an un-
employed Canadian journalist who made
his home there in eatrly 2000. He lived
above the store and worked for “the pro-
prictor ... patron saint of the city’s down-
and-out writers.” It is a memoir, though it
is as much about the strange and wonder-
ful bookshop as it is about the author’s
time there. For me, it was a very different
visit to Paris.

Where will your next book take you?
I’'m reading “A Dangerous Fossil” so I'm
off to Dorset, a county in southwest Eng-
land known for the Jurassic Coast. Such is
the beauty of a good book.

*  Award-winning anthor Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find ber cogy myster-
ies at Shakespeare & Company in Highlands,
Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Ama-
zon. Contact her at inkpenn1 19 @gmail.com,
and follow her on Facebook, wwm.facebook.com/
KathyManosPennAuthor/ .
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Order and pay for ‘Black Out’ T-shirts by Fri., Jan. 20.

‘Black Out Cancer’ and HS Senior Night is
Friday Jan. 27

On January 27 Highlands Varsity
Gitls and Boys basketball plays Blue Ridge
at home. This night will serve as two spe-
cial occasions.

It is senior night with students rec-
ognized between the varsity girls and boys
games.

In addition, its “BLACK OUT
AGAINST CANCER?” night.. Teams will
be wearing their black away uniforms.
Please wear black to show support for can-

Water damage in
pump room
temporarily closes
Rec Park pool

Despite just announcing new pool
hours for public swim, on Sunday, Jan. 15
the pool was closed.

“We had an interior water line blow
apart sometime Sunday night in the pump
room,” said Recreation Director Lester
Norris. “At this time we are not sure what
all was damaged due to the water and elec-
tronics in the room.”

Nortis said dehumidifiers and air
movers were set up and are running non-
stop.

On Tuesday, Nortis announced that
the pool will be closed until further notice
due to equipment failure and repairs.

cer awareness. Part of the game proceeds will
be donated to cancer research.

To purchase a Black Out T-shirt email
sizes to brettlamb@macon.kl2.nc.us. The
coast is $15 per shirt. Make checks out to
the Highlands Booster Club, cash or you can
venmo to @Brett-TLamb-45

T-shirt orders will be sent this Friday Jan
20th. Shirts will only be ordered with pay-
ment.

Hair * Nails * Waxing ¢ Tanning
Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at
Falls on Main Highlands
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. * 828-526-3939
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Visit Highlands, NC.

Slie! Sonin! Ghat!

DJ
Ice Skating
S'mores
Snow Tube Merry-Go-Round
Snow Slide
Snowball Toss

“Snowga” (a twist on yoga)

January 28 & 29
11T a.m.-5p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Highlands, NC

T G
ot Mg,

MORTH CARDLING

ELEY. anrk

This event is hosted by Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

visithighlandsnc.com
828-526-5841
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The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Valle

COUINTRY CLUB

¢ Incredible Views

e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
® Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf

e HiGHI ANDS EVENTS ®

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,

Winter Specials At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn

] ﬂ /

CALL 866.526.80

ICE RINK SCHEDULE
(Through March 5)

* Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Friday
3:30-10pm; Saturday1-10pm; Sunday1-
5pm. $5 for skate rental & skating

THE POOL IS CLOSED FOR
REPAIRS
Rec Pool Hours EXTENDED

¢ Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-
7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. Adult
Swim: Mon.-Wed. 11a-3:30p and
Thurs. and Fri,, 11a-2p. Lap Swim:
Mon-Fri 6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. Wa-
ter Aerobics: Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 828-
526-1595.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans to
women with financial need who want
to return to school or further their ed-
ucation meets at 10 a.m. More meeting
places call president Paula McDonald
at 706-372-3004

1st Tuesdays

* Indivisible Highlands fraom
5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets
on alternate Tuesday afternoons at
3pm. Writers still uncomfortable with
in-person gatherings may participate
via Zoom meetings held on the sec-
ond or third Tuesday of each month
at 3pm. Members receive weekly noti-
fication regarding when and how the
group will assemble. For more infor-
mation contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training 8:15-9:15am.
Aim for strong, lean muscles using
light weights, body weight, and high
repetition to shape and tone.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-
11am. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

e Pickle Ball inside and outside.
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle
Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.

* New Mobility Class with Anna
Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For
more information, call Anna 267-825-
0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

* Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Contact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.

* New Zumba class with Gay Chal-
pin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556
for more information.

e Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30. A combination class with
different types of exercise. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information

Wednesdys

* ESL classes are held at the Pres-
byterian Church in Highlands from
5:30-6:30pm. No registration required
— just show up and participate. Ques-
tions? Visit www.maconncliteracy.org,
call 828-526 — 0863 ot email info@ma-
conncliteracy.org

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An ex-
hilarating and fun mix of martial arts
for a calorie-burning workout. Contact
the Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at



3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM,
nature, and craft activities.For more in-
formation about any of these summer
activities, contact Hudson Library at
828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina
Woodturners Club meets in Highlands
at The Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru
Novembet.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main Street in their Community
Room/909 Chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9am and hold our monthly meeting at

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 19,2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 11

 HicHI ANDS AREA EVENTS®

10amWe invite ALL Veterans to attend.
Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander
for any information @828-787-1660.

* At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches
noon in the meeting room. For any
other information call Lester Nortis or
Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Sat. & Sun, Jan. 28-29

* Snow Fest in Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park. It’s back and better!
Bring friends and family for guaranteed
winter fun (courtesy of snow blowers, if
needed) in the park. A snowball toss, a
merry-go-round, a snow slide, s’'mores,
snowga (a twist on yoga) and more.

Sat., Jan. 28

* A modern retelling of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s classic Much to do
About Nothing, Since the 1930s, the
legendary family-run Hotel Messina
has been visited by artists, celebrities
and royalty.?When the current owner’s
daughter falls for a dashing young sol-
dier, the hallways are ringing with the
sound of wedding bells.”However, not
all the guests are in the mood for love,
and a string of deceptions soon sur-
round not only the young couple, but
also the steadfastly single Beatrice and
Benedick. 1 p.m. For tickets call 828-
526-9047

Second Annual Snow Fest
Saturday, Jan. 28 & Sunday, Jan. 29 | 1 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

It’s back and even better! Bring friends and family for guaranteed winter fun (courtesy of snow blowers, if needed) in the park. A snowball
toss, a snow tube merry-go-round, a snow slide, an ice-skating rink and more will be waiting, S’mores will be available for purchase and

roasting, with proceeds going to the Highlands School Booster Club. Enjoy

143

A DJ will provide music to add to the fun. Watch our video for more! Domt miss it.

snowga” (a twist on yoga), provided by Highlands Yoga.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Produets Store

Summer Hours: am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@iclovd.com
LOCATED AT Bﬂﬂ N YTH ST, HIGHLANDS

HIE@ Organic smoothie/juice

bor located
inside Wwhole
Z SHinG ,—,—
L L) LU L

Life Market

. &
(Cabin (outure
~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

468 Carolina Way  Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909




Page 12 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 19,2023 - 828-200-1371

.9TATION continued from page 1

crease in call volume as more and
more people move to the moun-
tains.

Gearhart said a big part of
reducing response time is estab-
lishing a manned station 24-hours
a day. The new station includes
several sleeping quarters so fire-
fighters can work in 24-hour
shifts. The plan is to have six full-
time paid firefighters in the near
future - two per shift with three
shifts. For now, the new station is
home to 27 volunteers.

“An improved response time
increases the chances of saving
a life or a house by a lot,” said
Gearhart. “Our goal is to have our
trucks roll within 30 seconds of a
call during the day, and a couple
minutes at night. But we need guys
here 24/7 to make that happen.”

He added that responding to
calls from an unmanned station
takes approx. 13 minutes from
the time a call comes in, to when
trucks are on the move. Having
a force that can respond quicker

i i

Waking from a dead sleep and inin down the pole is safer than navigat-
ing two flights of stairs.

may also lower homeowners’ in-
surance premiums.

Fire tax proceeds which have
been saved over the years have
paid for the new firchouse and
now finding the money to station
firefighters on site at all times is
still in the works, but Gearhart said
the town is looking at multiple op-
tions and hopes to have them in
place in 2023.

Also improving response
times at the new station is the
building’s centralized layout. Gear-
hart said now all their trucks,
equipment, and gear are in one
location.

“Having all the apparatuses in
one bay area instead of scattered
all over the place like the old sta-
tion is much easier,” said Gearhart.
“Truck checks, maintenance, te-
sponding to calls, or any time we
need to work on something, every-
thing is right there. Before we had
five different sections housing our
trucks.”

The new facility includes a
large bay area housing all of HFR’s
trucks, a conference room, exer-
cise room, rec room, five sleep-
ing quarters, a kitchen, a room for
gear, a rear covered deck, office
space and yes, a fire pole.

Geathart said it’s safer for
firefighters to slide down a pole,
as opposed to running down two
flights of stairs after waking up
from a deep sleep.

When not responding to calls,
those on duty will be responsible
to keep the trucks in running or-
der, maintain the hydrants, keep
the entire complex clean and in
order from top to bottom and to
exercise in the fitness room at least
30 minutes per day.

Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

When on duty, firefighters are required to work out in the exercise room
30 mintues per day.
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Highlands City
Business sale exampl
December 2022

Current business

1912 Building - .07 acres — corner lot Sold
December 2022 for $2,000,000

$ 889,270

$ 1,884,140

2022 Assessment
2023 Assessment

Increase of $ 994,870 or 111.8%

e

ship and the highest sold parcel
in the Highlands City with a price
tag of $5,500,000. At $4,000,000,
Highlands boasts the second
highest sold property with the
next highest parcel being sold in
Millshoal for $2,900,000.

In 2022, Highlands and
Highlands City accounted for
263 of the overall 1,429 parcels
sold with the lowest parcel being
sold for $16,500 within High-
lands City and the highest parcel
going for $8,000,000. The next
highest parcel sold in 2022 was in
the Flats township for $6,600,000
followed by a parcel sold for
$6,300,000 within the Franklin
City township.

The Highlands area tax base
increased significantly during the
revaluation process.

In 2022, the Highlands
Township reported 4,079 tax-
able parcels with a total taxable
amount of $1,739,040,720.

After the revaluation, the
Highlands township had 4,130
taxable parcels -- an increase of
51 parcels. Despite only having
51 new parcels, the total taxable
value for Highlands after the re-
valuation is $2,893,508,640.

At an increase of 66.39 pet-
cent in taxable value -- which
amounts to an increase of
$1,154,467,92, the Highlands
Township saw the largest percent
increase in Macon County.

Highlands City was second

highest with a percent increase of
65.24 percent or $1,167,571,910
increase in taxable parcels.

But unlike Highlands which
reported 51 new taxable parcels
— Highlands City actually had two
fewer parcels -- reporting 3,013 for
2023 and 3,015 in 2022.

The taxable value in 2022 was
$1,789,593,180 and after the reap-
praisal process, the new taxable
value is $2,957,165,090.

In total, the Highlands Town-
ship and Highlands City rep-
resent a total taxable value of
$5,850,673,730, which at 46.3 per-
cent is just under half of the coun-
ty’s total taxable property value.

The 58.58 percent increase in
property values in Macon County
is due to a number of factors.

Since the last revaluation,
home prices across North Caro-
lina have increased significantly
and according to Braswell, resulted
in some values in Macon County
jumping by more than 100 percent.

The hike in property values
could mean higher taxes for home-
owners, but just how much will
depend on the tax rate set by the
Macon County Board of Commis-
sioners during the annual budget
process. The value of a property
combined with the tax rate deter-
mines the property’s tax bill, which
is mailed in early July.

Based on Macon County’s
current tax rate of .40 percent of
$100 assessed value, 2 homeowner

with a property valued at $100,000
today, would pay $400 in annual
taxes. After the revaluation pro-
cess, if that same home was reap-
praised at $200,000, the property
owner’s annual taxes would double
-- resulting in an annual tax pay-
ment of $800.
Each local government in
e See VALUES page 16
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Centerlfor
RlasticiSurgery
828252623783
209/HospitaliDr)iSter202,

Highlands .
PlasticSurgeryIloday/com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.

Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

c’" s AY "f’ﬁ* "‘ﬁ
“VALENTINES ’:.
ONE SIZE PONCHOS'
"OPRAH WINFREY” ¢
FAVORITE THINGS! *,
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DIVAS ON MAIN! ;s
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churak Sfiller & Fhga
828-369-7300
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BAZAAR. BARN

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH!

*WINTER CLEARANCE*

60% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS
25% OFF LIGHTING & ART

Church of the Good
f Shepherd Bazaar Barn

I@l GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn

Shoppes on the Green | 94 US HWY 64 W | Right behind the Crossroads
Skip Ryan: 828-226-2588

Open Mon.-Sat. 10a to 4p or by Appointment.

..on Nancy'’s side * 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side * 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

«..ZONING continued from page 1

“Tourist Homes” prior to the
newly adopted amendments, Ker-
rigan, in renting a room, violated
the Town’s UDO.

The Highlands UDO defines
a Tourist Home as “a building or
part thereof, not including a motel,
hotel or whole house short term
rental, where sleeping accommo-
dations or lodging of not more
than four (4) bedrooms are pro-
vided to guests paying compensa-
tion, where the owner, operator
or manager also stays on the same
parcel during any period of guest
occupancy. This term includes bed
and breakfast homes, inns, room-
ing or boarding houses or home-
stays.”

Once Kerrigan discovered
she was in violation, she paid $250
to apply for a Special Use Permit
from the Zoning Board.

Mathis said since she satisfied
all the requirements of a Tourist
Home — the fact that her home is
her primary residence, that she has
ample parking spots (5) with only
three required, one for the renter
and two for the homeownet, and
the fact that her house doesn’t
need to be inspected by the health
department since she isn’t serving
food — the Zoning Board granted
the SUP.

However, in doing so, numer-
ous questions came to light.

In the beginning days of

AirBnB in California, renting a
room in a house as a short-term
rental with owners present was
the norm. But in Highlands, that
scenario is equivalent to a Tourist
Home which requires a SUP.

Prior to owning the Busi-
ness Spot and living in High-
lands full-time, Kerrigan said she
rented the home as a short-term
rental though AirBnB and VRBO.
Then, when she moved to High-
lands full-time, she moved into the
home and made the upper back
area a loft apartment with its own
entrance which she rented as a
STR for several years.

Then for about two years, she
rented it out as a long-term rental
for folks working in Highlands.

When she decided to start
renting the apartments as an STR
again, with new STR rules now in
place, she reached out to the Town
to see what she needed to do to
comply.

“When I mentioned that 1
lived full-time in the front of the
house and therefore am not an
absentee owner, they decided that
the category for my case would be
“Tourist Home,” she said.

Since the Zoning Board

meeting, several questions arose
for which Mathis is secking advice.

Does the fact that Kerrigan
had to get a SUP as a Tourist

Highlands girls varsity
basketball team hosted
Summit on Thursday, Jan.
12, and walked away with
a solid victory ending
with a final of 51-28

Right: Highlands B Bryson
brings the ball down court for
the Lady Highlanders.

By Mason Stoltzfus,
Plateau Daily News

Home instead of continuing as an
STR which she has done off and
on over the years ... both whole
house and an apartment ... mean
that anyone in R2 who has rented
aroom/apt. as an STR in the past
have to now be reclassified as a
Tourist Home which requires an
SUPp?

Do all on-site homeowners
in R2 who have a cottage or ga-
rage apartment on their property
that they have been renting out as
an STR now have to be reclassi-
fied as a Tourist Home?

What if absentee homeown-
ers have a cottage or garage apart-
ment that they have been renting
as an STR existing as of Sept. 15,
2022 (not the main house). Are
they still classified as a permitted
STR?

Does a homeowner (absen-
tee or not) who rented their home
prior to Sept. 15, 2022, but tem-
porarily stopped due to COVID
still qualify as a STR owner by to-
day’s UDO standards?

Planning Director Mathis
said these questions represent
complex legal determinations that
are tough to put in writing, He
is said he will discuss with Town
Manager Josh Ward as well as le-
gal counsel and respond once a
correct ruling is determined.

- Kim Lewicki




..SWIM continued from page 1

style relay, McRae in the
200 Individual Medley,
Garner in the 100 free,
McKim in the 100 breast-
stroke all won their events.
Garner and McRae each
scored 23.5 pts. McKim
brought home 22.5 pts.
Hughes and Wilson
both had a 3rd and 4th
place finish -- Hughes in
the 100 and 50 free, Wil-
son in the 50 free and the

100 butterfly.

With the relays Hughes
scored 18.5 pts, and Wilson
11. Mendoza swam well in
the 100 backstroke (4th),
and the 50 free, garnering
5 pts.

The next meet for the
team is scheduled for Fri-
day, January 20 at Rabun
Gap Nagoochee School at
5 pm.

Right: Highlands School Swim & Dive Team from left are
Tate Wilson, Jesus Mendoza, Conner Hughes, Paulo McRae,
Finneaus Garner,Aniah McKim, and Coach Steve Hott.

i

Tate Wilson competes in a butterfly heat in Franklin.

Read
Highlands Newspaper for free
from everywhere ... on the street
or on the web.
Go to
www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every
Thursday AM
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POOL RULES | WHIRLPOOL RULES

. ORE ENTERENG THE POOL
A TARIRS OF PUTS B4 THE

Conner Hughes makes good time swimming freestyle in
Franklin.

-

Anniah McKim competes at a meet in Franklin on Saturday.
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Sales by Township

2021 Sales 2022 sales
Increase or
Township Parcels sold Highest Lowest Township Decrease % Parcels Sold Highest Lowest
Burningtown 41 650,000 14,000 Burningtown ¥ 39 $740,000 $4,500
Cartoogechaye 138 825,000 6,000 Cartoogechaye 24% 105 768,000 8,000
Cowee 154 1,496,500 4,000 Cowee 27% 113 1,000,000 4,000
Ellijay 108 1,275,000 5,000 Ellijay 7% 116 1,200,000 5,500
Flats s1 1,290,000 30,000 Flats 5% 54 6,600,000 20,000
Franklin 323 1,173,000 5,000 Franklin 10.5 289 1,009,000 5,000
Franklin City 123 950,000 10,000 Franklin City 14% 106 6,300,000 17,000
Highlands 241 4,000,000 5,000 Highlands 39.5% 146 3,200,000 17,500
Highlands City 188 5,500,000 20,000 Highlands City 38% 17 8,000,000 16,500 I, <l [i:
Millshoa! 154 2,900,000 6,000 Millshoal 23% 18 750,000 4,000 ol - 2 y |
Nantahala 12 1,250,000 2,500 Nantshals 12% 99 2,000,000 10,000 !j _ - i f . ' ;_
Smithbridge 1 1,650,000 3,000 Smithbridge 15% 146 1,300,000 7,000 | p— \ &
Sugarfork 52 1,250,000 7,000 Sugarfork a0% 31 1,264,500 15,000 Rota ria n S Iea rn a bout bats
Total Qualified Sales 1856 Jlessies 20% an
At the meeting held on January 10, Rotary Club of Highlands welcomed
Dr. Rada Petric. Dr.Petric presented a wonderful presentation on “Bats
in your Backyard” and spoke on two projects currently under way - the
BatPak Project and the Bat and Noise project. Dr. Petric was presented at
TAXABLE TOTALS BY7 TOWNSHIP the meeting by Rotary host, Charlotte Muir.
TOWNSHIP 2022 2022 2023 2023 VALUE PERCENT
PARCELCOUNT  TOTAL TAXABLE PARCEL COUNT TOTAL TAXABLE INCREASE INCREASE Rotary Asst_
3URINGTOWN 1,315 $143,020,570 1379 $221,525,650 $78,505,080 54.89% . .
ZARTOOGECHAYE 3,213 $390,052,700 3218 $605,200,470 $215,147,770 55.16% GOV. visits
ZOWEE 3,888 $349,602,520 3,920 $550,209,280 $200,606,760 57.38% R Ot a CI u b Of
ZLLIIAY 3,330 $309,419,400 3,340 $505,330,890 $195,911,490 63.32% ry
ILATS 1,215 $262,653,750 1,245 $383,599,370 $120,945,620 46.05% H ig h I an ds
*RANKLN 8,625 $998,091,200 8642 $1,571,523,710 $573,432,510 57.45%
“RANKLIN CITY 2,733 $666,166,730 2,743 $905,463,150 $239,296,420 35.92% At the meeting held on January
4IGHLANDS 4,079 $1,739,040,720 4,130 $2,893,508,640 $1,154,467,920 66.39% 10, Rotary Club of Highlands
4IGHLANDS CITY 3,015 $1,789,593,180 3,013 $2,957,165,090 $1,167,571,910 65.24% welcomed Rotary District 7670
MILLSHOAL 3,757 $335,215,800 3,781 $534,999,550 $199,783,750 59.60% Assistant Governor,Area 2, Bill
VANTAHALA 2,573 $311,798,005 2,601 $477,408,780 $165,610,775 53.11% Swift. Mr.Swift presented an
SMITHBRIDGE 4,515 $479,104,060 4,542 $734,484,750 $255,380,690 53.30% update on pqssible membership
3UGARFORK 1,569 $194,374,310 1,577 $295,853,900 $101,479,590 52.21% modu.les available to encourage
and increase club membership
TOTALS 43,827 7,968,132,945 44,131 12,636,273,230  $4,668,140,285 58.58%

the state 1s required to calculate]
a revenue-neutral tax rate based|
on the total value of properties|
within the jurisdiction. But cal
culating the rate is not the same]
as adopting the rate. That deci
sion is up to elected officials.
North Carolina Generall
Statute mandates counties pro-|
duce a revenue-neutral budget,
which is defined as the tax rate]
estimated to produce revenue]
for the next fiscal year equall
to the revenue that would have]
been produced by the current

tax rate if no revaluation had oc-
curred. However, the rate can ac-
count for a few growth factors.

As it stands, with a property
valuation of around $8 billion and
a property tax rate of 40 cents
per $100 valuation, Macon Coun-
ty’s total property tax revenue is
around $32 million.

With the revaluation property
valuation of $12.6 billion in as-
sessed value, the current tax rate
of 40 cents per $100 valuation
would produce a total tax revenue
of $50.4 million. Therefore, to

produce a revenue neutral budget,
Macon County will have to reduce
the county’s tax rate.

State law requires the reve-
nue-neutral tax rate be stated in
the annual budget message. Dur-
ing the budget planning process,
county commissioners could elect
to lower the tax rate, which won’t
change the new revaluation, but
could lower the overall tax bill.
Jackson County lowered their
tax rate following their last reap-
praisal. If Macon County decided
to lower the tax rate from .40 to

.37, the home would still have a
new appraised value of $200,000,
however combined with the new
tax rate, the property owner would
only have to pay $740 versus $800
at .40.

County leaders could reduce
the property tax rate while not re-
ducing services being provided or
without changing the overall coun-
ty’s budget because before the re-
valuation, the county had about $8
billion in taxable property values
and now the county will be look-
ing at $12 billion in taxable values.

Asst. Governor Bill Swift

Read Highlands
Newspaper for free from
everywhere ... on the
street or on the web.
Go to www.highland-
sinfo.com.

Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded
every Thursday AM
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Marci Henderson, Alice Canup, Susan Andres, Martha Wright, Paula McDonald, Sarah Wallin, Price Connor, Patty

Hutchins, and Becky Byard.

P.E.O. celebrates Founders’ Day

January 21st marks 154th
year of the founding of PE.O,
an organization formed to
strengthen the bond of women
and advocate for women who do
not have opportunities to expand
their education. It was in 1869
that seven women met at Towa
Wesleyan University and formed
the Philanthropic Educational
Organization (PE.O.) that now
reaches around the globe and has
impacted the lives of millions of
women.

P.E.O. Sisterhood is a
nonprofit organization that has
helped more 119,000 women
pursue their educational goals
and provided over $389 million
in educational assistance. PE.O’
mission is to celebrate the
advancement of women, educate
women through scholarships,
grants, awards, loans and
stewardship of Cottey College
and motivate women to achieve
their highest aspirations.

In North Carolina alone,
PE.O. has 99 chapters and the
Cashiers-Highlands Chapter
continues to grow. Three new
members, Price Connor, Martha
Wright, and Trisha Foor were
recently inducted into the local

chapter and at least three more
new members will be inducted in
the coming months. Membership
is open to any women dedicated
to encouraging and supporting
women through chapter life and
providing educational opportunities
for women all over the world.

Women over the age of 18 are
eligible to be considered for P.E.O.
membership. Members meet to
support each other, for fellowship
and for the common and uniting
purpose of assisting women with
their educational goals. Members
participate in philanthropic outreach
to positively impact women’s lives in
theit community, state/province
and worldwide, help to provide life-
changing educational opportunities
for women, are involved in
opportunities for personal growth
and advanced leadership skills,
share in fun and friendship with
wonderful and diverse women,
and become part of a Sistethood,
beyond their own chapter, which
provides loving concern and
support to all members.

The Cashier-Highlands P.E.O.
Chapter is led by President Paula
McDonald and meets the second
Monday of each month. Guests are
welcome and any woman wanting

more information should contact
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004
or 828-482-0315.
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828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com
www.firewoodcompany.net
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Highlands Mercantile Now Opent

322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Gifts ¢ Linens ¢ Skincare
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Some Things
to Know
About Pope
Benedict XVI

Fr. Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

s the passing of Pope Benedict XVI dominated
Aglobal ecclesial news the past few weeks, this occa-
sion warrants a reflection of his life.

Joseph Ratzinger was born to a devout Catholic fam-
ily in Bavaria on Holy Saturday in 1927 as one of three
children. His father, Joseph Sr., was a police officer and
vociferous in his criticisms of the Nazi regime.

While young Joseph was precocious and quickly mani-
fested intellectual brilliance, his studies would be stymied
by the Second World War. By the end of the war, he was
conscripted and manned an unarmed anti-aircraft gun as
the Germans exhausted their ammunition. He spent a few
months as a POW under the American victors and was
soon released.

Joseph and his brother, Georg, both entered seminary
that same year and were ordained together six years later in
1951. Joseph would continue his studies soon receiving a
doctorate focusing on the work of St. Augustine. He would
then pursue an academic career as a priest working as a pro-
fessor at several universities for the next 15 years.

During the Second Vatican Council, Ratzinger joined
his cardinal archbishop as one of the periti, or theological
experts. So, while not a voting member of the Council, he
nonetheless advised his bishop and participated in impor-
tant theological committees. Despite later having the repu-
tation of a conservative or traditionalist, the young Father
Ratzinger played a key role on the reformist side of the
Council.

While Ratzinger would always maintain that his theo-
logical views remained consistent, the dramatic changes
seen in the late ‘60s, both inside and outside the Catholic
Church, would give him the reputation of a conservative
as he refused to push an ecclesiastical agenda well beyond
what the Council actually prescribed.

Following Vatican 11, Ratzinger continued his profes-
sorships and academic work until he was named the arch-
bishop of Munich and Freising, as well as a cardinal, in 1977
by Pope Paul VI. This new responsibility, which marked a
dramatic shift in his life, continued until a new pope, John
Paul I1, was elected and looking for a new prefect or head at
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in 1982. For
nearly a quarter century Ratzinger helmed one of the most
important offices in the Church ensuring doctrinal fidelity.
In other words, it was his job to make sure the message

e See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19
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e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315 Hwy [07N. ¢ Glenville. NC * 743-2729 » Nathan Johnson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| | Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Wed. Kidsquest 6ép.;Worship 7p.
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:WWorship:1 |
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30 sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWednesday Worship is 6:30p
CHAPEL OF THE SKY HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717 www.highlandsmethodist.org
www.christanglicancashiers.com HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
9:30am Sunday School; |0:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470 MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am. Pastor Zane Talley
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Franklin « 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Pastor Jim Kinard Services: I st /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Wednesdays _Supper at 6 p-m. 743-2583 Independent Bible Church
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
www.cbchighlands.com « 526-4685 4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
Sundays: Service |0:45am, Children’s 10:30am OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women‘s Bible Study: Mondays Rev. Erﬁ:::r?ltlérgr:li':gg:lzﬂs
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays & ! . i - .
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro R '59 é%&ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ-f\moﬁq\gr%g:lghi-sgh-drl{ag: T
SN BRLE Gy oOmH i ALLEY
) .Pastor Steve Kyerao?;as R Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship -1 am.& 7
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday WIE e RS Sfyely MU o

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector » 526-2968 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212

5th and Main streets * www.ncarnationwnc.org Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite | spoken, 8a. Rite Il with Choir in SHOR]I;OFF :AF;TLSEICHURCH
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel astor Rev.Andy loer

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I I am.
828-526-4153 * www.fbchighlands.org Wednesda)"s: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands ST.JUDE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

o ¥ . Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p )
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org N Sgnday Services:8a.9:30 & | la .
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship | | a.m. Visit our website ww.goodshepherdofcash|ers.com for
Tues: Men's Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p schedules of activities both virtual and in-person.
' GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH ' Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am £ Sierr;l Dgive\./\ljran}l:!in 'Iulufranklin.org
unday Worship - | | am.
GRAEE COMM.UN.ITY (el (ol7 CASHIERS WHITESIDE P)IIRESBY'IEERIAN CHURCH
on-Denominational-Contemporary Worship Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Sunday Sch : 110 am.Worshio Service:| |
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814 unday >chool:1Y am.VVorship service:i 1 am
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm




e PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from Jan. 5. Only the names of
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Jan.5

* At 4:54 p.m,, officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 east
at Foreman Road.

Jan. 6

* At 10:26 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a |-vehicle accident on US 64
east at Sherwood Forest.

Jan. 13

* At 4:20 p.m. officers responded
to a 3-vehicle accident on US 64 east
and Heatherwood Lane

* At 7:10 p.m,, officers responded
to a |-vehicle accident on US 64 west
at Mirror Lake Road.

* At 11:30 p.m,, officers respond-
ed to a 2-vehicle accident at Chowan
and Dogwood drives.

Jan. 14

* At | p.m,, officers responded to
a |-vehicle accident at Billy Cabin and
Mirror Lake roads.

* At 5:15 p.m,, officers responded
to a |-vehicle accident on Satulah
Ridge and Lucas Lane.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Jan. 10

Jan. 10

* At 10:30 a.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a location on Half

Mile Drive.

Jan. 12

* At |:18 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Skyline
Lodge Road.

* At 7:.01 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance on Oak Street.

Jan. 13

* At 4:38 a.m.,. the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on N. 4th
Street.

* At 9:13 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Main
Street.

* At 4:13 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on N. 4th
Street.

* At 6:07 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on Buck
Creek Road.

* At 6:47 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a motor vehicle accident on
Webbmont Road.

* At 6:23 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on USA
US 64 east.

* At 7:23 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on NC
106.

Jan. 14

* At 10:20 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on More-
wood Road.

* At 1:02 p.m.,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Edwards
Creek Road.

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

Jesus gave to the Apostles was intact and
protected within the Church.

As the prefect of CDE, Cardinal Ratz-
inget’s academic career had to adapt. He
could no longer enjoy the luxury of writ-
ing books; however, his constant involve-
ment in the intellectual life of the Church
through documents, articles, and talks
nonetheless made a lasting mark.

Despite requesting several times to re-
tire, Pope John Paul, perhaps with a premo-
nition of what would...or should...hap-
pen, refused his request until his death in
2005 when, at the age of 78, Joseph would
be elected to don a new cassock and a new
name.

During his seven years as Pope, Bene-

dict reigned in the same manner in which
he spoke: softly. He was a firm believer that
truth itself, if proclaimed faithfully and ef-
fectively, would win over hearts and minds.
His chief concerns as Pope were promoting
the inerrancy of Scripture and preserving
the Church’s liturgical patrimony.

Pethaps what Benedict will be best
known for, however, is his abdication in
February 2013. This act sent shock waves
around the world as it was the first papal res-
ignation since before the printing press was
invented. While the appearances of two men
wearing white cassocks at the Vatican sug-
gested two popes currently living, in reality
Pope Benedict was no longer pope, but pope
emeritus.
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Vecinos, a free and charitable clinic
providing bilingual primary and behavioral
health care in western North Carolina, is
leading a $6.6 million effort to better serve
the region’s uninsured and low-income resi-
dents by bringing multiple health and social
services under one roof.

$6.6 million Community Health Hub
will put health care, other services under one
roof

Effort inspired by unmet needs espe-
cially noted by community outreach during
pandemic

Franklin facility will improve access to
services and expand providers’ capacity to
serve

Last June, the clinic purchased a
15,000-square-foot building near downtown
Franklin that will become the Community
Health Hub, home to medical, dental, and
behavioral health care, domestic violence
counseling, legal services, and community
advocacy — all offered on a bilingual ba-
sis. Pictured at the top of the article is the
future Community Health Hub building in
Franklin.

“The uninsured and low-income popu-
lation in western North Carolina, in particu-
lar the Spanish-speaking population, faces
significant barriers to accessing health care,”
said Marianne Martinez, Vecinos’ executive
director. “The Community Health Hub will
allow our neighbors to conveniently receive
coordinated and streamlined, high-quality
services for free in their language.”

Vecinos’ focus since its founding in
2004 has been on serving farmworkers,
but the clinic increased its community out-
reach in 2020 in response to COVID-related
health care needs. The experience led Veci-
nos to change its charter to expand its mis-

e Biz/Orc NEWS ®
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Vecinos spearheads onstop seices hub
for low income WNC residents

sion and inspired the Community Health
Hub concept.
In addition to Vecinos, named for the

Spanish word for “neighbors,” coalition
partners utilizing the Community Health
Hub will include:

Blue Ridge Free Dental Clinic, which
will continue providing dental care at its
clinic in Cashiers and add four dental op-
eratories at the Franklin location

30th Judicial District Domestic Vio-
lence-Sexual Assault Alliance in Waynesville

El Centro Comunitario of Macon
County, a Hispanic community advocacy
group

Asheville-based Pisgah Legal Services,
which provides legal services to low-in-
come people

Dogwood Health Trust in Asheville
provided a temporary bridge loan to fi-
nance the cost of the building purchase.
The coalition launched a $6.6 million capi-
tal campaign to repay the loan and fund
required renovations to the facility. The
projected opening date for the Community
Health Hub is eatly 2024.

Vecinos and Blue Ridge Free Dental
Clinic are members of the North Carolina
Association of Free and Charitable Clinics
(NCAFCC), a network of 72 clinics offer-
ing high-quality primary, specialty and be-
havioral health care, pharmacy, and other
services to uninsured and underserved resi-
dents at little or no cost to patients.

Vecinos will keep its current clinic and
office location on the campus of Western
Carolina University in Cullowhee, where it
saw 732 patients in 2021, and will be able
to serve an additional 2,000 patients a year
once the Community Health Hub is fully
operational.
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Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

allen, //
tate /e Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Highlands | SOtheby'S

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 &

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com
Grading e Lot Clearing ¢ Retaining Wall

Driveways e Septic Placement

|51 CAROL L. KING

& ASSOCIATES, P.A.
e Tax-Smart Investing
e Certified Public Accountants
¢ Personal Financial Specialist

434 Carolina Way
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

clkcpa.com

Securities offered through Avantax Investment Services™. Member FINRA. SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory Services™.

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222
Highlands Automotive

Service A=Y, NC
& o - ~ Inspection

Station

Repair

=

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188
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COUNSELING
CENTER

HIGHLANDS, NC

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

(864) 481-0598

info@counselingcenter.org

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

QudhtyTree Care & Removal
z{ 18+ years
"528 200-9217 « fuIIy insurgd

o

M“hvr;‘ltnaccept EAL cre&“‘ds
BE STILL ... MEDITATION

Vanessa L. Steele
Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

-

302-588-3603

HIGHLANDS AUTO
- = DETAILING

706-782-2972

Owner JASON WOODS
Only the finest in automotive cleaning
Autos * Boats * Bikes * Golf Carts

e Grading
e Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE
APPLIANCES & FURNITURE:

828-371-2579 for details. (st. 1 1/3)
3 RV CLASS A SITES atWildflow-

GE Refrigerator; Black, Top Freezer,
667X297X30” -- $250; Samsung Com-
pact, White, Front Load Superspeed-
Steam-VRT Washer & Moisture Sensor
Dryer --$1,200; Antique Corner Cabinet
w/Leaded Glass Doors 26.5”X67”X15”
-- $150; Office Furniture & Files. Call
828-371-1059 for information, pictures
or to see. (st. 1/19)

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER
TOWN CAR. Excellent condition. Call

VIVA WELLNESS

526-1566
CBD -~ HEALS

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs * 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps * CBD cream and balm

er Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded,
mature luxury resort. Call for more in-
formation. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COT-
TAGE FOR RENT, $3,500/mth on
Lake Glenville with views and access.
New Renovation,AC, Long term 3-6 mo,
Couple preferred, off Rt 107, 10 min to
Cashiers, private lane, avail Spring thru
Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

CHESTNUT STDR,&GE
Storage LTni_tElAl'.'aihl:le K .i ;
gy

Great Fatos - Great Terms
Call today to End oot why wane
“Higaland's Premier Facility™
Hz8-g48z-1045

.’r.-rh_"u our sign!

lLI-E:.lI.lElL'!.DHi. Bd. - 12 mie ol Coalvars Sl saar ul.'-L!_'ri.i-

1-"'11

Highlands ‘i S

Outdoor
| nl

nghtmg
‘?:a

5 Jason "'-"I- uﬁ.1

828 482.0801 |

The
Highlands
Barbershop

HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.
Make a right at the
Crossroads. It’s on the
right past the light.

/
Q
N4

(828) 482-9374

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
o Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

COZY LAKEFRONT COT-
TAGE AVAILABLE. Fully furnished,
one bedroom, one bath. Easy access
from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal
corporate or seasonal rental between
Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller
at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmille-
ratl@aol.com (st. | 1/23)

HELP WANTED

WOLFGANG’S RESTAU-
RANT - Opportunity for an experi-
enced line cook and hostess/host. Eve-
ning shift. Great pay, possible on premise
living. Starting 2/26/2023 call Mindy
828.421.2211.(st. 1/19)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
LAND TRUST IS LOOKING FOR
AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. Ap-
plications must be received by February
15,2023. Start date is May 1,2023.

The Executive Director is responsible
for execution of strategic plans, donor
education and development, land acquisi-
tion and stewardship, staff management,
and office administration. The Director
should embrace servant-leadership and
will work closely with an involved Board
of Directors and experienced staff. The
full-time position includes benefits, and

¢ See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
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the salary will be commen-
surate with experience and
comparable with non-profit
executive director positions
in the region.

POSITION OVER-
VIEW:The successful candi-
date will report to the Board
of Directors. In addition to
the HCLT staff include three
full-time and two seasonal
staff. At a minimum the suc-
cessful candidate must dem-
onstrate an appreciation for
and curiosity about natural
resources, and superior or-
ganizational skills. He or she
should have experience with
successful non-profits. Expe-
rience with other land trusts
or other environmental non-
profits is not required but
would be helpful.

QUALIFICATIONS: Ca-
pacity to excel at influenc-
ing and leading the staff and
the organization; Outstand-
ing communication  skills
and ability to work well with
board, staff, the community
and media; High executive
functionality; Nature-orient-
ed; Energetic, curious, and
social; Passion for the mis-
sion and programs of HCLT;
Experience in program plan-
ning and execution; Donor
support and fundraising ca-
pabilities;  Age-appropriate

education programming; Fiscal
and operational management;
Environmental, property, and/
or fiscal regulations

TO APPLY: Please send
introductory letter and re-

sume to: Carlton King, Presi-
dent, HCLT, PO. Box 1703,

Highlands, NC 2874|. Or
email to personnel@hcltnc.
org

HCLT is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer and encour-
ages diversity and equity in
all facets of the organization’s
work. All qualified applicants
will receive consideration for
employment without regard
to race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, disability sta-
tus, protected veteran status,
or any other protected class.
(st. 1/5)

HOTWIRE COMU-
NICATIONS IS HIRING!
LOCAL Highlands opportuni-
ties. FULL-TIME, year-round,
customer facing, Field Service
Technicians & Fiber Splicer
jobs available. Excellent pay
& benefits. Forward your re-
sume to samantha.baker@ho-
twirecommunication.com. (st.
9/15)

SWEETREATS AND
HIGHLANDS DELI IS
UNDER NEW MANAGE-
MENT and is hiring full and
part time staff for the season.

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

Competitive starting wage,
great tips, and reasonable
hours (not too early, not too
late). Pick up an application in
store at |15 S. 4th Street or
apply on Sweetreatshighlands.
com. (st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale,
Small Assisted Living Facility
currently hiring CNAs and Di-
etary Staff. Flexible Schedule,
Competitive Pay, Great At-
mosphere. Call 828-526-5251
or stop by for an application.
You may apply in person at 24
Clubhouse Trail, by Phone at
828-526-5251 or by email to
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com
or lindabtiff@aol.com.

SERVICES

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.
Interior & Exterior painting,
sheetrock repair, wallpaper
removal, log homes, decks. In-
sured/free estimates. Call 828-
524-1391 or 828-332-0525. (st.
(3/23)

| INSTALL TILE! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience. Also offer grout
cleaning. Licensed & Insured.
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or
Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN
— Chatlos Contruction — Re-
models, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Paint-
ing. Insured. 828-200-4071.
(6/29)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED ORANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? | can do
it. Call or text James of Going
Gone at 828-421-2655.(3/30)

CNA/EMT Dependable,
knowledgeable, dedicated to
my clients. Stop paying agency
prices and call me. Franklin,
NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

HIGH COUNTRY
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides
& negatives to CD or DVD
for easier viewing.Video trans-
fer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at
828-526-5208.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for
each
additional word
$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service
Ads

$20 for BW
$25 for color
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SLVER EAGLE ° e
sl &G alry Hightaner R Top 5% of
= VHouse Vacation Rentals| STJo] 'Y
| &
Grotie Sl on MLS
hihlandermountainhouz;i::;rn In 2022

(HCBOR)

Weichert

- PR - w e — REALTORS
Country Club Properties : .
Your local hometown ngh'ands Proper“es

o Real Estate professionals. .
o | 3 Offices 828-526-2520 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
N info@highlandsiscalling.com
com/CRVRHi iscalli

tp:
attps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

b=

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC . 828-526-5522
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com

it Put Allen

STRONGEA TORETHEN 4 BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

Meadows Mountain Realty
MOUNTAIN LuxuRy [IIRIIEE S Iy g

Dedicated to finding the £ . Broker / Luxury Collection
home you've always wanted. 5 3 Y Specialist
3 (404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

_'-_.--. 2 i |II .
Live behind the gates
of GlenCove
*membership is not
required*
**Horses allowed**

Waterfall & 16 Acres
191 N Hollow, Cashiers

Offered for
$3,999,999

e

[ T ; ni--.:'!-fé-"- -

DARLENE CONLEY | |+ _ =i o i
404.427.2448 o

k]

Reeves e

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”
Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

LANDMARK
EEEAILS&IS A VACATION RENTALS

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

Licensed in NC and GA AlC We are home! = PAM N ELLIS CELL:828-787-1895

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com PAT(;:,E)L?I\L,P;];:; TY;Z?E:Q;?: chsT; :;;:L;Ig RS BROEER ‘PAMELLA-NELLIS@YAKOO.COM




Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
| m 828.200.6165

Wildcat C/z:ﬁ:r Oﬁice
5121 Cashiers Road

#1 in the Carolinas

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020!

Stronger together!
g g Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

@ it / 1’//?;3

ighlands
Sotheby’s

.INTERNATIONAL REALTY

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
o cum

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

CARL ROMBERG CELL:678-936-9309
QERGKER-IHaCHhRGE CARL2LANDMARKRG.COM

o

WILD THYME GOURMET

It was a privilege
to work with you.

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street 526-4035

Closed

Highlands, NC 28741

. 828.526.4525 e
Leading S ER

patallenrealtygroup.com

ot

.rtx.

k

DAVID

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

BOCK

BUILDERS

114 N. 4th Street
(828) 526.8300

Highlands

Sotheby’s

BEE GLEESON

@oay 3071415 Louxury is alevel
of service, not a
PAT GLEESON pI‘iCG pOth.

“ #1 REAL ESTATE

FIRM
ONTHEPLATEAU

$291 MILLION
SALESVOLUME2021

276
TRANSACTIONS

$1M

-~ AVERAGE SALE PRICE

1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
(828) 526.4104

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

Wednesday
and for
dinner on
Sunday
11a-3:30p &

www.wildthymegourmet.com

(WWOLFGANG’S
RESV,“\U%.NT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

REOPENING
Thurs.,Feb. 17 | =5
See you forour | [

29th season |l

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

828-526-2338
40 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until
mid-March

Www.ontheverandah.com

@ ...on the Verandah[
@ Restaurant 3
on Lake Sequoyah |

MCCULL

LY S

CASHMERE

(828) 782.0472

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




