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County BOC votes 3-2 against budget

By Brittney Lofthouse

The first all Republican board
of commissioners elected in Ma-
con County have held more bud-
get work sessions and longer bud-
get work sessions than any board

Dogwood
Health
Trust helps
fund JCPS
pre-school

program

Jackson  County  Public
Schools has been awarded a grant
from Dogwood Health Trust in
the amount of $400,000 for a
Preschool Coordinator position,
funded for five years.

Jackson County Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Dana Ayers said
one of her priority goals in Jack-
son County Public Schools is to
increase preschool opportunities
for families in our community.

“The role of the preschool
coordinator will be invaluable as
we grow, track academic progress
and partner with teacher training
programs.” She said. “Our com-
munity is diverse in ethnicity, so-

* See DOGWOOD page 8

in the last 10 years, however Tues-
day night the board was unable to
pass a budget for the fiscal year
which begins on July 1.

Macon County Commission
Chairman Paul Higdon set the

A,

stage for a budget disagreement
last week during a three-hour long
work session — held after the first
initial 6-hour long budget presen-
tation eatlier this month. While

* See BOC page 8
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In the water from left: Justin Powell, Finneaus Garner, and Alex Lopez.

Photo by Radmila Petric

Hurricanes win big at triangular meet

By Steve Hott
Head Coach

On Thursday, June 8, 32
members of the Highlands Hur-
ricanes team traveled to Waynes-
ville for a triangular meet with the

Smoky Mountain Aquatics Club
(SMAC) and the Cherokee County
Aquatics Club (CCAC).

The Hurricanes won big.
Highlands 527, SMAC 197, CCAC
151.

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

A history of setting the GOLD standard.

Highlands Sotheby's International Realty stands
for quality, sophistication, stability, and integrity
as we partner with the world-famous Sotheby's brand.

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300« 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 5264104

The Hurricanes were co-led
by seven swimmers who all had
five 1st place finishes and scored
80 pts. They were Junior Olym-
pians: Finneaus Garner, Chase

* See HURRICANES page 7

$44 million

waiting to

be claimed
in NC

Pisgah Legal Services
offers FREE help

More than $44 million is
available to people in the Tar Heel
State, but the question is: “Will
people actually claim it?””’

That’s what local nonprofit
Pisgah Legal Services wants peo-
ple to know about and act on be-
fore an important deadline on July
17.

Taxpayers have until July 17
to file a 2019 tax return in order
to claim their refund. After that
date, the IRS will no longer issue
2019 tax year refunds. The IRS
estimates almost $1.5 billion in re-
funds remain unclaimed because
people haven't filed their 2019 tax
returns yet. Of that amount, more
than $44 million is due to North

* See PISGAH page 13

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Final FY '23-'24 budget talk is tonight

( :ongratulations to the
Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival for again putting on

a wonderful car show this past

weekend. Mark Chamar and all

the volunteers of the Motoring

Festival are to be commended

for all their hard work in coordi-

nation, planning, and delivering
this nationally acclaimed event.

The community payout is over

$100,000 in support of REACH,

the Literacy Council, and the

Community Care Clinic.

Last week, I was at a recent meeting
of the Southwestern Regional Planning
Commission, where a representative from
Duke Energy made an important presenta-
tion concerning the electric grid in Western
North Carolina.

Lisa Leatherman, Duke Energy’s
Community Relations Representative, coor-
dinated the presentation. This past winter,
Highlands and other area communities lost
power due to a failure of key components
in the Duke Energy system. Duke Energy
is addressing this problem by building a
self-mending grid network. In the immedi-
ate future, they will have installed a system
where if one service area loses power, an
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F ‘ automated system will reroute

the grid to restore power to the
affected area. This will contain
areas where power is lost, and
their crews will focus work there
to reconnect the grid. This new
system will benefit the Highlands
and Cashiers areas.

Thursday is the June meeting
of the Highlands Town Board of
Commissioners. The meeting will
begin at 7 pm at the Highlands
Community Building, The first
item on the agenda will be pub-
lic comment, but we will also have a public
hearing when the board reviews the pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2023-2024.

The budget includes a 5% cost of liv-
ing adjustment for town employees. The
town is now in a recruiting war with other
municipalities to attract and retain qualified,
highly trained employees. A critical area that
underscores this situation is in law enforce-
ment.

Just in the last few weeks, we have lost
an officer to another jurisdiction that of-
fered a higher salary. To be competitive with
other agencies, our police chief will be ask-
ing for an additional $4,200 increase for all
current officers. While Highlands was at the
top of the salary scale two years ago, other
law enforcement agencies have eclipsed
our pay scale to attract qualified law en-
forcement officers, who are in short supply
across the nation.

In addition to the budget review, the
board will hear a proposal from the town
manager for hiring a new electric consultant.
Our previous consultant, Kevin O’Donnell,
tragically passed away several weeks ago.
Our town manager and our public works
director have been searching for a new con-
sultant, and as a result of their efforts Louis
Davis of UTEC will be introduced to the
board. He has a broad background in all
phases of electric utility services.

The board will also review an amend-
ment to the parking ordinance pertaining to
the forthcoming electric charging stations.
Simply put, it will be illegal for any vehicle
not using the charging system to park in
those designated spaces.

See you at Thursday’s meeting, wheth-
er it be in person or by way of the YouTube
feed on the town website.
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Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,

go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt » Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com ¢ www.highlandernc.com
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Andrew Wooten & Caroline’s Roost
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12 | 6-8 PM

at Old Edwards
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 INVESTING AT 4,118

on’t you just hate it when you get
D to the last few pieces to complete

a puzzle only to realize there are a
few pieces missing? The elated feeling of
completion is thwarted by staring into a
gaping hole.

The real estate market is sort of like a
puzzle. Some years are easier than others.
Here are some of the pieces that make up
the puzzle:

* Out-of-state buyers - our area has
had out-of-state buyers since our town’s in-
ception. The founders, Kelsey and Hutchi-
son created advertising pamphlets to lure
out-of-state buyers to their newly found re-
sort town. I'd say their idea worked, but not
without the help of generations of people
who lived here, either transplanted after in-
corporation or if their families were here
long before.

Some of the OOS (out-of-staters)
came from places where the real estate val-
ues were higher than ours, and some simply
had deep pockets. Either way, it was a good
fit for them to buy property here. There are

Ere

The 2023 Puzzle of the Year

alot of OOS puzzle pieces.

* COVID - formerly re-
ferred to as Covid-19. We may,
in the future, remember the years
2019 and before as BC- before [§
Covid, when the real estate cycles
ran their usual course of ups and
downs. The years of 2020-2022
were some of the most abnormal
years evet, real estate notwith-
standing. Covid changed lives
forever, physically and mentally.

I've heard of people who
have looked at a US map of the
night skies and chose this area
because it was seemingly less spoiled and less
populated. The National Forests that sut-
round our area help keep us isolated. Covid
jolted many people to make the move and
have a fresh start.

* Interest rates - The Fed has increased
the interest rate seven times in the last year or
so. Have you ever played Limbo Stick? Yes,
the intent was to help ward off increasing in-
flation, but it’s like the Federal Reserve is in

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty
& Vacation Rentals

B charge of raising the limbo stick
@9 just a little higher. How high can
we jumpr For some, it’s not how
high they can jump, it’s how high
will they jump.

The projections are for a
slight decrease in interest rates by
the end of this year, which will
be a boost to sales. Some buyers
who bought at the higher inter-
est rate may want to refinance
and that always keeps the banks
happy.

* Prices - There was a slight
slowdown in sales in the last few
months, which meant there was an increase
in home inventory on the market. Not
much, but better than 2021 and 2022 - the
anomaly years -with frenzied price wars and
days on the market hardly reaching 30 days -
including due diligence.

2023 may be the return to normalcy
if we’re allowed to use that term. Time will
tell if sellers start adjusting their prices to try
and catch the eye of more buyers. Lowered

prices usually has a lot to do with how long
the property has been on the market. If the
property was priced as other comparable
homes that had recently sold, it wasn’t over-
priced, it just wasn’t chosen. It’s a personal
decision between the seller and their broker.
Buyers shouldn’t assume there is something
wrong with a property or a distressed sale
if the price has been adjusted. It is usually
a timing issue.

* Tax Values - and why wouldn’t this
puzzle piece be one of the most important
pieces of the real estate gamer I’m not say-
ing every property should be listed at or
near the upcoming tax appraisal, but why
not? It’s like the tax gods have deemed our
property worthy, a lot more worthy than we
ever thought. Some properties have dou-
bled in value in four years without any im-
provements made to them during that time.

Personally, I think the tax appraisal is
akin to hand-me-down clothes. It’s like giv-
ing a newborn a size 4T with the comment,
“Don’t worry. Theyll grow into it.” Sure

* See INVESTING page 16

Vacation Rental
Approved.
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Priced well below

the 2023 tax appraisal and

ready to convey.

Two levels and expanswe outdoor areas 1nc1ud1ng a large, covered porch and dock with boat slip. Offered TURNKEY.

2 BR/ 3.5 bath home Close to Town * $700, 000 MLS #102288

3 BR/ 2 bath home * Close to Town *$925, 000 MLS #102178

C,“AMBLI'_KS REA; Ty
& Vacation Rentals
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Highlands
828-526-3717
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RSPS

Resort & Second-Home
Property Specialisl

info@
highlandsiscalling.com

WWW.
highlandsiscalling.com

Two levels, large rooms, whole house generator, and endless possibilities with several bonus rooms




HIGHLANDS
MLS# 102277 | $629,000

Nestled amidst the breathtaking beauty of nature, this home offers an idyllic retreat
on five acres. Step inside and be greeted by a thoughtfully designed interior that
seamlessly blends elegance and comfort. The open concept layout creates a warm
and inviting ambiance, and has abundant natural light. The main level features a nice
kitchen with alarge pantry, a dining room and living space, along with a guest bedroom.
The primary bedroom is on the upper floor and boasts a generous bathroom and walk-in
closet. The lower level includes the third bedroom, bathroom, a den, garage, and
storage space. Explore and create your own outdoor oasis on the extensive grounds.

JOHN MUIR

CELL (404) 245-7027
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
JMUIR@BHHSMMR.COM

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
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HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN
MLS# 102278 | $595,000

Location, location, location! This cozy three-bedroom, two-bath home is
conveniently located near downtown Highlands. The main level has an open floor
plan with kitchen, dining, sitting area, bedroom, and bath. The kitchen boasts a
breakfast bar with a unique, arched frame. Downstairs there are two additional
bedrooms, a living area, and a bathroom. There are two decks: one in the back
and one deck off the front with a fire pit. This house was completely renovated in
2013. There is currently a pathway being built to allow for access to Cullasaja Drive,
making access to town easier! Schedule your showing today! OWNER/BROKER

=

JUDY MICHAUD
CELL: (828) 371-0730
OFFICE: (828) 526-4101
JUDY@BHHSMMR.COM

MITZI RAUERS
CELL (404) 218-9123
OFFICE: (828) 526-4101
MITZI@BHHSMMR.COM

CO-LISTED BY

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. &
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open for dinner
beginning at 4 p.m.

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

otsla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Open for Dine-in

and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p ¢ Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p|
Closed Wednesdays

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

I51 Helen’s Barn Avenue

IGHLANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

® @ @ @
Happy Father’s

Day From

Dusty’s!!!
We have all of Dad’s
favorites:
Steak, Ribs, Pork and
Chicken
for the grill,

White corn, Fresh veggies,
Pies and Cakes.

If you can’t be here a gift
certificate is a great gift!

Tues—Fri 9-5:30
Sat 9—5
493 Dillard Rd 526-2762

® ¢ @ @

L A% S L 2% AN 2% A% 4
0904000000000

s TUES - SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@ 5:30 PM

RESTAURANT
DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary
muffins & coffee
for hotel guests
LUNCH:
Friday.e | 1:30a - 2:30p
DINNER:
Thurs.-Sat. « 5:30-9p
BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

BURRITOS & MORE
oTH STREET 0
828.526.9313 “AKDS ne

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours

Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

online Ordering Available and

'I NOW SERVING MARGARITAS! r

Craft lce Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches

For Hours and to order on line go to:

SweetTreatsHighlands.com
Corner of 4th & Main ¢ 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food




Modern Fast Food &
“_ Courtyard Market

The Secret Garden is in The Viuage Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Oﬁrering hot & cold sandwiches, avariety of
salads, bakevy items, and
SECRET dai[y specials.

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

HOURS
Monday-Friday - ma to 5p
Saturday * noon to 8p

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.

No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

208 N. 5th St.  Village Square
Highlands « (828) 305-7509
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.. HURRICANES continued from page 1

Kenter, Jack Sumner, Jazmine Abranyi, twins Dasha and
Ben Halldin, and Lilliana Chambless.

Kenter broke a Mountain Swim League (MSL) Record
in the 200 IM, Abranyi broke 2 Highlands Hurricanes team
records in the 50 and 100 freestyle, and Chambless broke a
6-year-old team record in the 100 free.

Emilina Hernandez, and Junior Olympians Aniah Mc-
Kim and Justin Powell scored 77 points including four 1sts
and one 2nd. Chatlie Hinton scored 74 pts, while Blake
Kenter, Corena Dearth and Bella Batista brought home 73
each with 3 blue ribbons. Conner Hughes and Penelope
McRae brought home 72 pts and also won three 1sts.

Annabelle Searles had 71 pts and three 1sts, Paolo
McRae 69 pts and two 1sts while Ann Marie Hinton scored
68 pts and two 1sts. Wylie Hinton and Morgan Mason each
scored 66 pts. Mason won 2 events. Aleks Petric and Jayce
Powell both scored 63 pts; Petric won 2 events.

Homemade Ice Cream

featuring all time Favorite Flavors

PLUS:
Tequila * Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

h-n,m C"Ps
N Cones
S Milkshakes
Inootb ies
Ice Crea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square
828-567-7443

828-526-4035

WILD [HVME GOURMET

T A W 8 ™

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining

Open

Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

828-526-2338

US 64w * Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

Annie Wilkes had 62 pts winning 2 events, and Ivan
Shchelgachov and Alex Lopez scored 55 pts winning 2
events. Asa Garner scored 53 pts winning a blue tibbon,
Max Jestin scored 46 pts and including two 3rd place fin-
ishes. Charlie Wilkes had 36 pts, Nicole Shchelgachov 33,
Agatha Jestin 17 and Harrison McKim 11. Tan Batista was
unable to swim due to illness.

Twenty-two of the 32 Hurricanes qualified for the
MSL Allstar meet. They were Abranyi 3 events, Batista 3,
Chambless 3, Dearth 3, Asa Garner 2, Finneaus Garner 3,
Halldin twins 3 each, Hernandez 2, Wylie Hinton 1, Hughes
2, Kenter brothers 3 each, Lopez 1, Mason 1, Aniah McKim
3, Paolo McRae 3, Petric 1, Jayce Powell 1, Justin Powell 3,
Seatles 1, Sumner 3.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team is a Highlands
Recreation Park Team that practices in the evenings at the
Highlands Recreation Park Pool. The only requirement to
join is that a prospective swimmer must be able to swim 25
yards, one length of the Recreation Park Pool) unassisted.
For further information please call 828.421.4121.

| Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960 |

45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers

| 828-743-9100 |
Highlands Customers!

| Bting this ad with your first order |

I I

I I

of dry cleaning
and/or laundry to our
Cashiers location and
receive a
20% discount
on that order and all future orders!
|  We look forward to serving you! |

45 Slabtown
Road, I
Unit B-3 (next
to Slabtown I
Pizza)
L | | | | | | J
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Highlands | Sotheby’s

oy

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

..BOC continued from page 1

giving his fellow commissioners the direc-
tive that they can either “vote or not” for the
proposed budget, Chairman Higdon did not
hide the fact that his opposition to the budget
was primarily political.

“Politically for me, that number needs
to be decreased,” said Higdon, referring to
the proposed $64.5 million budget — which
sits $5.5 million over the current fiscal year
budget.

On Tuesday night Chairman Higdon
reiterated that stance by opening the meet-
ing admitting that the optics of the first all-
Republican board approving a budget with a
$5 million increase didn’t look good. Higdon
further went on to say that he understands
the $5 million budget increase is tied to an
increase in revenue generated within the
county though things such as sales tax and
interest on investments earning, and verified
county growth, but regardless, the increase
didn’t bode well politically for the Conserva-
tive board.

Last week Commissioner John Shearl
told his fellow commissioners he wanted

to see four things included in the county’s
budget for the Highlands community which
included funding to get the Highlands Ex-
pansion Project “shovel ready,” funding
for Zachary Park repairs and landscaping
for the adjacent property for youth fields,
and improvements to the Highlands School
soccer field.

Because the soil samples for the High-
lands project won’t be ready until April,
with a report to the board not available be-
fore May which will be during the county’s
next budget cycle, commissioners agreed
to delete funding for the soccer field for
FY ’23-24, but gave consensus to fund the
project when the time comes.

When Commissioner Josh Young
made a motion to approve the proposed
budget, his motion included updating the
budget to include all of Sheatl’s requests,
sans the soccer field, however Sheatl still
voted against approving the budget.

Young asked Shearl what they [the
board] could do Tuesday night to reach an

* See BOC page 10

.DOGWOOD continued from page 1

cioeconomic status and education. I believe
this coordinator role can assist in bridging
those gaps for our families and the Jackson
County Community.”

Luxury sailing vacations

aboard award winning

VOYAGE Yachts in the
British Virgin Islands

—

VOYAGE
Shawn Caraker Paulus
Charter Specialist
+1 (954) 224-2427
shawn@VOYAGEcharters.com

According to Laura Dills, executive di-
rector of Federal Programs and Elementa-
ry Education said, the growth of the JCPS
preschool program over the last two years
has been a wonderful development that
supports our youngest learners and their
families in Jackson County.

“As we continue to expand and wel-
come new students and families, the role
of a preschool coordinator has become
vital to maintaining high-quality learning
environments, building additional partner-
ships within the community, and increasing
family engagement all of which are corner-
stones of the JCPS preschool program,”
she said.

During the previous two years, Dog-
wood Health Trust has supported Dr.
Ayers’ initiative by providing grant funding
for the addition of three preschool class-
rooms -- the newest notification having
been received on November 15, 2022. To
date, Dogwood Health Trust has awarded
approximately $910,000 to Jackson County
Public Schools.

Education is one of Dogwood Health
Trust’s strategic priorities. It believes edu-
cation begins at birth and lasts throughout
life and is the key to unleashing the poten-
tial of opportunity for everyone, especially
for those whose communities have been
marginalized and should be equitable, ex-
cellent in its delivery and accessible to all
regardless of place, gender, ability, income
or ethnicity.
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b i The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Sky*Valley

COUNTRY CLUB

¢ Incredible Views
® Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
e Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

G COREY JAMES GALLERY
- 01 & Estate Consignments
(Cabin (outure Yard Art

Open for pickup & delive
~Home Decor P P _ P v

~Gifts
~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

= =]

468 Carolina Way * Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

..BOC continued from page 8

agreement to get a budget passed to which
Sheatl responded, “nothing.”

“Had I been prepared for this, it may
be different, but there are things that I am
working on internally in this budget pro-
cess...some growth factors there that I am
a little concerned about,” said Sheatl.

Commissioner Shearl said that he
“didn’t come prepared to vote on the bud-
get” Tuesday night. He said he was willing
to discuss the budget, however there were
items in the budget he was still looking into,
such as a truck for Animal Control and be-
cause of that, he was not prepared to take
a vote.

Since February 9, county department
heads have spent the last four months work-
ing with finance director Lori Carpenter and
County Manager Derek Roland to establish
the $64.5 million proposed budget.

Commissioner Shear]l was invited to
sit in on those meetings over the last four
months, however he did not. He did meet
with certain departments to gain insight into
their operations.

Roland presented his proposed bud-
get for the first time in May and over the

last month commissioners have combed
through it, asking questions on their own
as well as spending just under 20 hours dis-
cussing the budget in open session.

Despite that process and with a ten-
tative deadline of June 20, Commissioner
Shearl said he was not ready to take up the
budget.

All concerns and priorities Commis-
sioner Sheatl presented during open session
relating to the budget were addressed in the
motion Commissioner Young made for
approval on Tuesday, however apparently
Sheatl has additional concerns that he has
not yet expressed in open session or with
county leadership.

Without asking those questions or
voicing those concerns or requests prior to
Tuesday night’s meeting, Roland and Car-
penter couldn’t add them to the budget ot-
dinance for consideration which delayed a
vote.

Sheartl echoed Higdon’s comments re-
garding the proposed budget’s over $5 mil-
lion increase — at one point saying that if
the proposed budget reduced the county’s

* See BOC page 22

4th of July

Main Stroct - Oak Square + Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

Shiraz is offering whalesale prices to the public on our entire inventory of genuinely hand
woven oriental rugs. Thouwsands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING » RESTORATION - APPRAISALS

OTH
TAMPA,

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
11a to 3p

I’m baaaaaack again!

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben ¢ Italian Sausage ® Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

L)ON[ EON 'S orewes

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 ® 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

Highlands
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CARL ROMBERG . (E " COLE FUHRMAN
BROKER-IN-CHARGE BROKER BROKER

56 LANDMARK

REALESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

(828) 526-4663 225 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC LANDMARKRG.COM

Connecting people, property and community
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Join Us for our June Ghd“July

: concerts and festivities!

HicguHrLANDS

NORTH CAROLINA

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

visithighlandsnc.com

-

i Vaghts
A IEX‘@ \L/ltfhlihe/#ée / .

/‘:/

He ann%works

Town Square | 343 Main St.

NDS AREA N\

Grtirdisg on Tone

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine Street

Shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

 JUNE 2 Ezra & Katie
JUNE 9 Johnny Webb Band
JUNE 16 Steady Hand String Band
JUNE 23 Southern Highlands Band
JUNE 30 Byrds & Crows

JUNE 3 NU - BLU

JUNE 10 Firecracker Jazz Band
JUNE 17 Dive Bar Divas

JULY 1 Blaze the City

TUESDAY JULY 4 - Independence Day Festival
Diamond River Band - Fireworks begin after the concert!

JULY 7 The Foxfire Boys

JULY 14 Curtis Blackwell Band
July 21 Carter Giegerich & Friends
JULY 28 We Three Swing

JULY 8 Bill Mattocks

JULY 15 Lazrluvr

July 22 Back Porch Orchestra
JULY 29 Shane Meade &

the Sound

For more information on the Outdoor Concert Series, July 4th fireworks display or other events, call 828-526-2112,

write events@highlandschamber.org or stop by the Highland

s Welcome Center, 108 Main Street.




exhilarating and fun mix of martial

arts for a calorie-burning workout.

Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more
information.

* At Hudson Library, Kids
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft
activities. For more information
about any of these summer ac-
tivities, contact Hudson Library at
828-526-3031.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Chair

Yoga — Thursdays from 4-5 PM.

If you are interested in greater
strength and flexibility but have dif-
ficulty getting up and down from a
sitting or reclining posture, Chair
Yoga may be the perfect fit for
you. Dana Thiele has been teaching
Chair Yoga since 2017 and is ready
to guide you on your new health
adventure.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Gentle

Mat Yoga — Thursdays from 5-6 PM.

Looking for greater strength? More
flexibility? Time to focus on YOU?
Join Dana Thiele at the chapel for
Gentle Mat Yoga on the Deck.With
more than 20 years experience,
3rd Fridays
* At the Rec Park, Senior

Lunches noon in the meeting room.

For any other information call Les-
ter Norris or Maxine Ramey at
828-526-3556.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Caro-
lina Woodturners Club meets in
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 a.m.
March thru November.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main Street in their
Community Room/909 Chapel.We
serve breakfast at 9am and hold
our monthly meeting at 10amWe
invite ALL Veterans to attend. Con-
tact Ed McCloskey, Commander
for any information 828-787-1660.

Sundays

* Church in the Wildwood
Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8 p.m.
through Sept. 3. Call 828-506-0125
if questions.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning.
Stick around for visitation and cof-
fee hour immediately after service.
(Coffee hour is replaced by pot-
luck dinner the Ist Sunday of each
month).

Thurs., June I5

* At The Bascom, free public
reception celebrating our exhibi-

tion Into the Wood: Ed, Philip, and
Matt Moulthrop. 5 p.m.

* At OEl's The Farm, from 6-8
p.m., Erick Baker, Emmy Award-
winning writer, TV show host, and
singer-songwriter. Tickets are $40.
Book Online: https://www.simpletix.
com/e/erick-baker-orchard-sessions-
at-the-farm-t-tickets-124377.

Fri.,June 16

* At Highlands Mercantile, Jane
Iredale Makeup Event from |lato 3
p. Call for FREE 30-mintues consult
appointment. 322 Main Street. 828-
482-0818.

Sat. June 17

Highlands photographer Cyn-
thia Strain will discuss and sign
copies of her new, illustrated his-
tory book, “Highlands Through The
Years” 2-4pm on Saturday at Shake-
speare & Co. Booksellers. Refresh-
ments from the Secret Garden.

Wed.,, June 21

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with First Bank, is hosting a financial
literacy program on Identity Theft
on Wednesday at | PM. Participants
will learn about the methods used by
identity thieves to steal personal in-
formation and how to protect them-
selves. Bring your lunch and learn im-
portant information at this program!
First Bank will provide dessert. For
more information or to request an
accommodation, please call Hudson
Library at 828-526-3031 or visit
www.fontanalib.org.

* REIKI at Wayfarers Chapel
4-6 PM. Reiki is a simple, natural, and
safe method of spiritual healing that
treats the whole person Sessions are
free and open to everyone. Dona-
tions may be placed in the baskets
near the front door.

June 23-July 8

* “Jersey Boys” at Mountain
Theatre Company now in residence
at the Performing Arts Center on
Chestnut Street. For tickets go to
www.mountaintheatre.com

Fri.- Sat., June 30 - July |

* This special artistic weekend
will feature the return of husband
and wife duo, writer John T. Edge and
artist Blair Hobbs. Social Hour Fri.
and Sat. from 5-6 pm with compli-
mentary hors d’oeuvres and special
cocktails prepared by John T.available
for purchase in J. Henry Farmhouse
Tavern. To attend these complimen-
tary events at Half-Mile Farm book
your stay today. To book your stay,
go to https://www.oldedwardshospi-
tality.com/half-mile-farm#/booking/
step-|

Carolinians.

“Pisgah Legal Services wants
to help people in our mountains
that have lower incomes access tax
refunds and credits they are due,”
says PLS Chief Operating Of-
ficer Jaclyn Kiger. “Not only are
we assisting those who didn’t file
in 2019, you may also have funds
waiting for you from more recent
yeats if you haven’t filed a tax re-
turn in 2020, 2021 or 2022, espe-
cially if you have children.”
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.PISGAH continued from page 1

Pisgah Legal is a certified
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) site and its staff and vol-
unteers are already helping local
people get hundreds and even
thousands of dollars back, more
than $784,000 this year already. It’s
all for free thanks to funding by
the Dogwood Health Trust.

“Ultimately, it’s up to you to
file or not, there is no pressure,
and our services are completely
confidential,” said Kiger.

How to Access Free Tax Ser-
vices

To qualify for free help from
Pisgah Legal Services, you must:

e Make less than $60,000/
year.

* Live in the 18-county re-
gion of WNC including the Qual-
la Boundary

To make an appointment call
(828) 210-3404 or visit www.pis-
gahlegal.org/taxes .

GET UP-GET OUT
PARTNERS IN RECREATION

We have something for everyone!
Go to web pages for information & registration

highlandsaerialpark.com
Experience the best views in the state while enjoying
some of the best ziplining in the country. We also offer

challenge courses, a Giant Mountain Swing, scenic guided

UTV tours & more on our 96-acre property!

828-753-5146

i
jacksonholegemmine.com
A family-owned gem mine good for all ages.
Qur store offersthousandsofdazzlinggems
&minerals and a covered fl ume to search
for your treasures rain or shine!

828-524-5850

mtntours.com

Adventure awaits! Our private tours take you
to spectacular rivers, lakes, waterfalls &
mountain vistas in Highlands & Cashiers, NC.

864-373-4022

i '[Zl'i]‘wllﬁ 'i IlJH

SkyP\alley

skyvalleycountryclub.com

A championship course layout with
beauntiful views & challenging

boles for a great day of golf!

-

highlandsoutpost.com
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly

Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing

slide, gem mine, trout fishing & more!
828-526-3737

Waterfall Cruises
o Coptamt Uok’s

Scenic Boat Tours
WorldClassWaterfalls.com

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury
pontoon yacht with an offi cially
licensed Master Sea Captain!

706-746-5302

828-526-6300

“All best in class, licensed & insured”
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

il i W
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here, There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

ﬁﬁk
(CALY MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.

Bird House/Bird Feeder

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

NEW LOCATION

1846 HWY 107N, CASHIERS
ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL

ot THE CGoop Sy
£,
%,

BAZAAR BARN

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10 AMTO 2 PM

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO LOCAL OUTREACH

CROSSROADS LOCATION OPEN THROUGH JUNE - NEW MARKDOWNS!

CALL SKIP FOR MORE INFORMATION: 828-226-2588

At Highlands Mercantile

janertredale

Jane Iredale Makeup Event
Fri., June 16th, 11 AM - 3 PM

Call for FREE 30 minute consult appointment!
322 Main St. - 828-482-0818

7
‘,—J}?t&v (_61 b{/ Gl

Madern MTHN Life

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | « Open Year Round

MIHO mives=™
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We Gave Dad on our mind!

Highlands M@[F@@[ﬁ]{ﬁl]ﬂ@ is OPENL

WESTMAN ATELIER

RIRS RATUMAL ROAR

Aafuiias b sims ETTRTT

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee * Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

At last!
The Perfect J"."T
Pants & Jeans

You can
Walk in

Work in

Eat lots in
Shop in
Rock in

Lounge in!

NYDJ for Her
&
Alberto for Him

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

¥ THE MOLLY GRACE

Come shop
The Molly Grace!
for the Dad’s in your
life!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St, Highland

DNWARD

338 Main St.
526-4777

SO

Gourmet Kitchenware

« Cookware
» Bakeware
e Cutlery
» Gadgets
o Tabletop
o Stemware
« Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.
Highlands

9 NATRAL SELECTON

Thinking
of Dad?
So are we!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St ¢ Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

Open 10am Daiy
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)
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LOUNGE

Try Our New

Summer Menu

2023 Feasts

“Miller and Ransom - 2.0” Thursday, |
June 29 - 6 PM
$150/person - 25 places
Timothy Miller, tenor &
William Ransom, piano - Perform!!
Hosts: Greg and Mary Thompson

“Meet and Greet with Julie!” Sunday, J
July 16 - 7 PM
$125/person — 12 places
Non-performing guest, Julie Coucheron
Host: Marcia Weber

“S8atulah welcomes Herskowitz”

.INVESTING continued from page 4

enough, by the time the next tax appraiser
comes around in 2026, we hope our homes
will have grown into it.

* Willing Buyers AND Sellers - You
can’t complete the real estate puzzle without
a willing buyer and a willing seller. It takes
cooperation from both parties and with the
help of an experienced Realtor, can be a
seamless transaction.

By the end of 2023, we will know where

all the puzzle pieces fit. We may find that
we aren’t missing any pieces at all, they were
right there in front of us the whole time.

Happy Father’s Day weekend to all the
fathers and the people who have assumed
the role of father.

“The greatest mark of a father is how he
treats his children when no one is looking.” — Dan
Pearce

history book,

(828) 526-3777

Book Signing at Shakespeare & Company
Saturday, June 17 2-4 p.m.

Highlands photographer Cynthia Strain will
discuss and sign copies of her new, illustrated

Highlands Through The Years
Refreshments from the Secret Garden

Shakespeare & Company

InVillage Square

(Oak & 5th streets next to Founders Park)

New & Used Books
Specialites:
Nature Guides, Fiction and Regional History
www.shakespeareandcompany.com

Highlands s et
Thraugh The Years

Sal

_—

2023 Salons

HIGHLANDS

“Returning Gryphon will Delight - Again!”
Wednesday, July 12 - 5 PM
$75/person - 20 places
Performing musicians: The Gryphon Duo
Hosts: Robert and Kathleen Rivers Carroll

“Festival Favorites: Hong and Krueger!”
Friday, July 14 - 5 PM
$75/person — 25 places

Performing musicians:
Alice Hong & Charae Krueger
Hosts: J. F. and Peggy Bryan

CASHIERS

»
!

“A Dynamic Duo

Sunday, July 23 - 7 PM

CHAMBER

Thursday, July 27 - 5 PM

$150/person - 13 places

M US1C

$75/person - 20 places

Non-performing guest, Matt Herskowitz
Hosts: Darren Whatley and David Moore

“Pianist Extraordinaire Charms”
Saturday, July 29 - 7 PM
$125/person — 15 places
Non-performing guest, Michael Gurt
Hosts: Kay and Frank Cohen,
Cathy and Mike Crosby

FESTIVAL

Performing musicians:
Chee-Yun & William Ransom
Hosts: Steve and Sherri Ozcomert

“Grammy (s) Winner Mr. Bailey!”
Wednesday, August 2 - 5 PM
$75/person - 30 places
Performing musician: Cellist Zuill Bailey
Hosts: Paula and Michael Fay
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Mirror Lake Restoration
and Dredging Update

“SAVE MIRROR

LAKE” has been our battle SAVE M‘RROR LAKE
i

cry for the past 3-years while
it's been my pleasure to serve
the M.LLA along with our
Board of Directors. Our Mis-
sion Statement has always
been “People Joining Together
Sharing Time and Resources
in Order to Save, Restore,and
Preserve Mirror Lake and its
Environs.”

A little background for those of you unfamil-
iar with our cause. For 20+ years, Dredging Mirror
Lake has been the goal of many. Providing residents
and visitors with pristine waters, navigable stream
flows, native wildlife & fish, and recreation areas
for all to access and enjoy will be the result. Mirror
Lake is a “critical watershed” which flows directly
into Lake Sequoyah; the Town of Highlands primary
water source. A choked, silt-laden, unhealthy Mir-
ror Lake negatively impacts the environment, the
“Highlands way of life” and overall water qualiity.
The time to act is right now.

It is a pleasure today to update all of you with
our recent progress:

* We set a Goal to raise $4.2-$5.2 million in
order to dredge Mirror Lake in 3 Phases.

* Phase |: Dredge from Mirror Lake Bridge
upstream (approximately to Billy Cabin Rd.), and
downstream to the second bay.

* Phase 2: To deepen and clear the Mill Creek
channel from Cullasaja Road to the Lake.

* Phase 3: To continue where we left off in
Phase | upstream towards Big Pine Acres and
downstream towards the Mirror Lake Dam where
it feeds Lake Sequoyah.

* | am pleased to announce that through gen-
erous givers and significant private donations, our
community has secured the funding to complete
Phase | dredging.

* Our dredging consultant and partner in the
project, RiverSand, Inc. have been given the green
light by M.L.LA. to secure dredging permits for
Phase | and Phase 2. RiverSand is working in con-
cert with the North Carolina Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (DEQ) and with the U.S. Army

¥ o

MIRROR LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
HIGHLANDS, NC - ELEV 4118"

Corps of Engineers (USACE)
to gain approvals, so that we
can begin Phase | as soon as
possible. If we interrupt your
canoeing this Summer, we
apologize in advance.

* Mayor Patrick Taylor
has invited us to present our
Dredging Plan and updates to
the Town of Highlands Board
on 3 separate occasions. We
have support from the Town of Highlands, and are
collaborating with Leadership to gain approval, fi-
nancing, and coordination within the scope of our
plan in order to identify Town resources we can ac-
cess for the necessary improvements to the water-
shed. Mayor Taylor has also brokered introductions
and meetings with our State of North Carolina Sen-
ate Representative (Kevin Corbin) and our Con-
gressman (Carl Gillespie) here in Highlands and in
Raleigh. Both gentlemen took a full day to meet with
the Mayor at Mirror Lake for an overview of our
Dredging Plan,and immediately embraced it’s impor-
tance to the Town of Highlands for all the reasons
we've already mentioned.

* In the current Legislative Session in Raleigh, we
are pleased to report that our Representatives have
designated “The Restoration of Mirror Lake” as one
of the funding priorities in Macon County for 2023.

* The M.L.LA has been invited to present our
3-Phase Dredging Plan to the Highlands Rotary, and
the Highlands Country Club Garden Club for con-
sideration and support.

It’s extremely important that all of us now em-
brace this positive momentum to continue the fund-
raising efforts in order to “Save Mirror Lake”.While
we commend the entire community for the progress
made thus far, our job has only just begun. On be-
half of the M.L.l.A. we thank you in advance for your
continued giving, enthusiasm, and positive support
of these efforts. Please continue to communicate to
us your positive ideas and kind words as we move
forward. In the end, we will all have the jewel that is
Mirror Lake to enjoy!

v

Patrick J. Gleeson
Representing The Mirror Lake Improvement
Association

Tax Deductible Donations may be made directly by calling Tom Roberson, Treasurer, M.L.L A.
(770.329.9919) or you can email Tom at tom.roberson2@gmail.com

= E -
s \_.__)r‘l jruu F\.J

828.226.2083

/C/ff/ﬁ | MELINDA BARBER

Atlanta .Highlands .Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design ¢ Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

LY

by, N
ASID Interior Designers
Offering Full Designer Services
Cabinets o Kitchen e Bath e Furnishings
In-home Consultation
828-226-2083

-

melinda@melindabarber.co
www.melindabarber.com
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Fighting
for
Christianity

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers

( : hristianity is under attack from many different sec-
tors of our society. There is a real war going on
to diminish the message of the true gospel and to

make it less threatening to those who are non-believers.

In Galatians 6:12b the apostle is speaking about the
Judaizers and their compromising of the gospel. “The
only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for
the cross of Christ.” The Judaizers preached circumecision.
First, to have a reputation and second, to avoid persecu-
tion. The persecution would be from the Jews and the
Romans.

During the time between the testaments there was a
family in Israel that tried to bring the people together and
deliver them from the Greeks. They were the Maccabees,
you can read about them in the Apocrypha. They were not
able to defeat the Greeks. The Romans were also fighting
the Greeks, so an alliance was made, and a waver was given
the Jewish nation so they could keep their own religion
and still be a part of the Roman Empire. This was the only
time such a waver was given by Rome.

If Christianity were to be seen as a sect of Judaism,
it would be allowable under Roman law. You can see how
this would have brought pressure on many to tie Chris-
tianity to Judaism. You could still preach Christ and the
cross, but you would have to add the keeping of the law,
thus modifying justification by faith alone to justification
by works. Paul says this makes the resulting gospel, no
gospel at all.

To make such a change is nothing short of cowardice.
To take the truth and try to hide it, to ignore its claims,
simply to avoid persecution is no more than a cheap tac-
tic which paints a yellow stripe down the middle of your
back. A generation has not gone by in the history of the
church, where these types of people have not plagued her.

My friends, I can assure you of one thing. The gospel
will always offend the world. In every age you will find
manifestations of this offense. All true believers will be
pressured to drop the truth and take up some watered-
down version of the gospel.

Apart from the one true religion, all others have ac-
cepted a watered-down version. These other groups are
all syncretistic to some degree. That means they are all
trying to bring two or more religious systems together.
Christianity is the only religion that is absolute. It claims,
without apology, to be the only truth. If you compromise
Christian doctrine in even the slightest way, you lose its
message. The world of our day does not mind if you be-
lieve in Jesus, as long as you believe other religions are just
as valid as Christianity. They cannot handle the idea that

* See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Proverbs 3:5

e PrLacEs 10 WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night
Bible Study & Dinner; 6pm, call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary, VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor « 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || am.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:l | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢+ 743-2729 » Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: |st /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:8a.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Police entries from
June 5. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or those of public officials have been
used.

June 5

* At 10 a.m,, officers responded to
a report of someone obtaining property
by false pretenses at Reeves Hardware
where more than $700 worth of mer-
chandise was taken.

June 8

* At 3:53 p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident at Maple Street and
US 64 east.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from June 6.

June 6

* At 1:06 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence onVZ Top.

June 7

* At 12:10 p.m,, the dept. was called
to investigate the cause of smoke on US
64 east.

* At 9:33 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.

June 8

* At 6:54 p.m,, the dept. was called to
investigate a brush fire on Flat Mountain
Road.

* At 9:10 p.m.,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Aunt Dora
Drive.

June 9

* At |:56 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm on Hospital Drive.

* At 6:20 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Flat Mountain
Road.

June 10

* At 3:19 a.m,, the dept. provided mu-
tual aid at a structure fire in Cashiers.

* At 4:53 p.m,, the dept. extinguished
an unattended fire on Rockhouse Road.

June 11

*At | 1:3] p.m., the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to Cashiers FD.

* At 11:43 p.m, the dept. provided
public assistance removing a tree off NC
28 south.

June 12

* At 2:25 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Horse Cove
Road.

~SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

one religion is the true religion. They can-
not stand the idea of absolutism.

This is why many have taken the cow-
ardly way out. They compromise the gos-
pel. Many who preach this watered-down
message, tell you, Jesus is only “one way,”
they may even admit he is the best way, but
they never say he is the only way.

The great reformer Martin Luther
said to deny the gospel at the point of the
world’s attack, to save face, was to deny
Christ himself. Herein is the reason for all
compromise. It is to avoid rejection. To
avoid ridicule. To avoid suffering, To avoid
persecution. It’s to escape because you are
afraid. The one who compromises what he
believes is a coward.

You must not allow your fear to cause
you to turn away from the truth. In our
day, we have seen so many make this tragic
mistake. Many churches are abdicating
their place of leadership in the sexual lives
of their people. Perversions are running
rampant throughout our society. Such per-
versions of sexual behavior are sins and
the wages of all sin is death. But we have
many today who want to overlook these

sins or explain them away. Proponents of
these sins compromise God’s truth, so they
can escape the wrath of the politically cor-
rect tyrants. They want to avoid persecution.

Compromise is the devil’s tool for
destroying the gospel message. The Bible
teaches, it is the infallible and inerrant Word
of God. It shows itself to be sufficient to
deliver God’s truth. If you truly believe it,
then, you must not be cowardly in the face
of opposition but you need to do as Paul
says in Ephesians 6. You need to put on the
armor of God and once you have done so,
stand firm.

Compromise will gain nothing but
heartache. It will only destroy your life and
the lives of your children. Many of you are
parents. You know how hard it is to stand
firm with your children and tell them “no.”

Today, far too many parents, like too
many churches, are giving in and allowing
children to do what they want. Then, they
wonder what happened, when a daughter
comes home pregnant or a son is arrested
with drugs. What happened was they com-
promised the truth and the children had no

+ See SPIRITUALLY page 22
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To many of our nghlands Residents,

fision

Fiber Optics by Hotwire
We’ve been busy while you’ve been gone.

Future-Proofing Highlands Homes
Fiber-to-the-Home Technology - resident'’s
homes are directly connected to Hotwire
Communications’ 100% Fiber-Optic Network
with ultra-high Internet speeds.

Cr

Serving Customers Locally
Seamless, best-in-class, concierge-level

customer service experience with boots-on-
the-ground staff and leadership, engaged
every step of the way.

Preparing for Your Return
l Fision Fiber Storefront - come meet our local

staff and experience our advanced Fision
Products and Service Options - Fision TV,
Internet, Voice, and Security & Automation.

Installation appointments CALL  833.986.1570
are filling up quickly. EMAIL highlands@hotwiremail.com
Contact our local team for VISIT hotwirehighlands.com

a free consultation today! STOP BY 670 North 4th Street
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Following Jesus makes your life
better and makes you better at life.
Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream

w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Highlands | SOtheby's

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222
Highlands Automotive
Service AT NC

v _ Inspection
& 2 Station

Repair

=

828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

CHESTNUT STO RﬂtﬁE
Storage Units Available [0 %

Sorere 34 Hour Ao

Easy In - Easy Dt
Great Pofo: - Groat Terms

iCall today to find oot why walre
“Highland’s Premniar Facility”
Bz8-282-1045

Look for our sge!
Il.lE:uu Buick Crwat Bd. - 52 mife ol Coaliars Rl soar Uh:.n_ﬂ.;.-l'

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

tate /4%
Realtors’
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

COUNSELING
CENTER

HIGHLANDS, NC

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC

Peggy Crosby Center

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

ol s LAND SERVICES
—

* Septic Installation
* Land Clearing/Clean Up
* Driveway Install/Repair
* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery
...We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733
www.blueridgelandservices.com

* Pressure Washing
* Culvert/Drainage Installs
* Sod Installation

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

VAIENCIA T

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

Quahty Tree Care & Removal
:g 18+ years
©'828-200-9217 - fully insurgd

The
Highlands
Barbershop

HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.
Make a right at the
Crossroads. It’s on the
right past the light.

e Grading
* Excavating
¢ Driveways
e Build sites
* Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




Cody Hervey * 828-200-6926

DJ- LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
ALL STYLES OF Music FOR ANY EVENT!

CALL BILL
828-482-5634
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Desimir
Petrovic
Broker
315-0048
Office: B28-525-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com
. 7
B | 2.0 4/
Coiointe .:"{£ Fd L .
EEALTY CROIF

Carol Feuer
Licensed Home Health
Nursing Assistant

Cell: 646-

feuereva@aol.com
828-482-5167 or 904-621-7012

Highlands & Cashiers, NC

Chris

Landscaping & Stone

References Available
Text or Call:

Cell: (828) 200-3415

i

mm ING & RE MODE : m.

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

lnmlntmnt llnlr!
Call: 828 mmsn

Text: 770-855-0825 '-“-.:
Enlall -lnﬂllglllalds@gmlll :lm

« Income Property Investments
« Southeastern U.S. and beyond
« 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
« Affiliate of KW Commercial
Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

£

MASSELL

ARNEEEEEEEEEN
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Steve Massell
CCIM

e 2= S [ M
(404) 255-6810 « realty@massell.com

WANTED

DOG WALKER - Disabled senior seeks responsible
person to walk my 10-month-old leash-trained 52 Lb. Labra-
doodle. Great job for a college student, home for the sum-
mer. Person would come to my home several day/Wk. and
take Beckham for a brisk hour-long walk. $20/ walk. Email
Mike at mpanveno@icloud.com. (st. 6/15)

HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED TO WORK 2 OR 3
DAYS A WEEK IN THE HIGHLANDS AREA. Work
in pleasant homes, with nice customers. No weekends, or
holidays (unless you want to). Experience preferred, but
will train. Dependable car needed & cell phone. Drug test
& background check required. $13.00 per hour to start, plus
gas allowance. If interested, please reply to: TheCleaning-
Team4U@gmail.com. ( 6/8)

PART-TIME HOUSEKEEPER HELPER Tuesdays
and Thursdays 8:30a-3:30p. Requirements: A prompt, fast
and detailed worker who is trustworthy with 2 references.
Hours may grow over time. Call 828-342-8430. (st. 5/25)

FAMILY IN NEED OF LONG-TERM HOUS-
ING. Humble, no furniture needed. Jessi 386-406-5490. (st.
5/4)

FOR SALE

SPODE ‘TURKEY’ CHINA. 27 pieces (plates, salad,
cereal, mug, mini-bowls) Diswasher and microwave safe.
$950.828-200-9777. (st. 6/8)

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort.A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

Al

O VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC AND

1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close in with easy
walk to Highlands and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved
roads, sewer permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each; con-
tact SFviewlots@gmail.com (st. 3/9)

FOR LEASE

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$1900/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR RENT,
$2,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and access. New
Renovation, AC, up to 6-month lease. Couple preferred, off
Rt 107, 10 min. to Cashiers, private lane, available thru the
Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COT

* See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

TAGE AVAILABLE AS OF
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one bedroom,
one bath. Easy access from Highlands Road
in Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal
rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call
Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sar-
ahmillerati@aol.com (st. | 1/23)

HELP WANTED

CHEF RICK SIMEK WITH
THE ELEVATED KITCHEN FOOD
TRUCK is looking for a couple Friendly
Cashiers/Coffee Makers, a Sous Chef and a
Breakfast Cook. Pay depends on experience.
Fast paced, Fun job. 828-547-0075. (st. 5/15)

THE GORDON CENTER FOR
CHILDREN in Highlands, NC is seeking
an Executive Director to oversee program-
ming and operations of its early childhood
education center. Must be a team player,
have good organizational and communica-
tion skills, and a genuine love for children.
Bachelor of Science Degree in Education
preferred. Part-time/Full-time hours can be
negotiated. Pay commensurate with experi-
ence and educational background. Inquiries,
please email: allisonmtate@hotmail.com (st.

6/29)
PART TIME JOB . Property Manager
for Chestnut Cove Condo Assn. in

Highlands Falls Country Club ( 35 units)
. Call Kris 239-331-1113 or email : Kris.
Kaltenborn@gmail.com (st. 6/8)
WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT
- Experienced Line Cook needed. Evening
shift. Great Pay. Possible on-premise living.
Call Minday at 828-421-2211. (st. 6/1)
DONLEON'’S is searching for that
one last lucky, happy person to fill out
our Team. We offer the best pay....the best
hours....the best food (for you) and the op-
portunity to work with the craziest old man
in Highlands. We sing...we dance..we eat...
we have a great time working hard to serve

our neighbors a wonderful lunch. Come be
part of this team...guaranteed to be the
most FUN you will get paid for. Drop by
DonLeon’s at 462 Dillard Rd (across from
Dusty’s grocery) or call us at 828-200-9333.

Highlands
Cashiers

Health Foundation

JOIN OUR TEAM! We're Hiring an

Administrative Assistant. Email resume to
info@hchealthfnd.org.

SERVICES

LINSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly &
Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience.Also offer grout
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring
LLC.Home:828-526-4943 or 321-303-7560.
(7/27)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/
exterior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper
removal/log homes/decks. Insured. Free esti-
mates.828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (6/22)

CAREGIVERSALL SKILL LEVELS,
certified and non certified, wage $15-$20 ap-
ply at http://www.MyChoiceHome.Care (5/4)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos Contruction —
Remodels,Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-
4071. (6/29)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? | can
do it. Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN_VINSON: scanning photos, slides &
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing.
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 19

standard to judge by, and thus, compro-
mised everything that came their way. Un-
less you act with courage in the face of the
world’s attacks, your children will become
even bigger cowards than you are. They
need your example to build a solid uncom-
promising godly character.

The same thing is required in churches.
People are needed who will stand up and
say: “We believe the Bible. We believe that
God is sovereign and the initiator of salva-
tion. We believe in the totally sinful nature
of man, in the wonderful love of God that
calls his people out of sin. We believe in
the power of Christ to save his people, in

his grace and its absolute guarantee of suc-
cess. We believe in the covenant of God to
save and his promise to save such that he
never loses any he saves.”

We need people who are courageous
enough to hold to the truth regardless
of the consequences. Men and women
clothed in the armor of God, standing
firm, prepared for battle, unyielding and
unafraid of the fiery darts of the devil
Herein is the only defense the church has,
people who are committed to stand and
stand firm in the truths of Scripture and
in the glory of the works of Jesus Christ.

..BOC continued from page 10

tax rate from .27 cents per $100 valuation to
.24 cents, “we would have a deal.”

Sheatl’s suggestion to lower the tax rate
to .24 cents per $100 valuation would gener-
ate $30,782,694.59 based on the county’s tax
base of $12,825,780,728 — right around $5
million less than the proposed .27 percent.

In theory, and in terms of political op-
tics, a .24 cent tax rate paired with the coun-
ty’s other revenue sources such as sales tax,
would produce a “flat” budget compared
to the current fiscal year and not have the
appearance of a $5 million budget increase.

However, as Roland explained to
Shearl — it isn’t good government or sound
financial policy to produce a budget that
funds recurring expenditures using unpre-
dictable, fluctuating revenue sources. If the
county were to lower the property tax this
year and offset that revenue decrease with
sales tax, if the following budget cycle sees a
decrease in sales tax collections, the budget
would default or a substantial property tax
increase would be needed.

In addition, Commissioner Shearl sid-
ed with Higdon in opposing the proposed
$1.1 million in the budget to address com-
pensation for county employees.

The FY 24 Recommended Budget
proposes a 1-step advancement in the pay
scale for all employees and a 3% cost of
living adjustment. The 1-step advancement
amounts to an approximate 1.5% increase
per employee resulting in a $424,200 in-
crease to the FY 24 Budget. A 3% COLA
will result in an FY 24 Budget increase of
$772,438.

Roland said for a sheriff deputy mak-
ing $17 an hour — the proposed increase
would mean about an 85 cent an hour in-
crease. For the employee working at the
tax office making $14.80 an hour, Roland’s
increase would mean an additional 40 cents
per hour. The proposed COLA and merit
increases in the budget mirrored what Jack-
son County’s budget includes and remains
below the regional average and nearly half
of what the state is proposing for employ-
ees. Regardless, Shearl agreed with Commis-
sioner Higdon that the proposal was “too
much.”

Sheatl also shared heartburn over the
proposed $2-$5 per ton increase on com-
mercial waste at the Highlands Transfer sta-
tion. The increase is just to cover the cost of
disposing commercial waste.

Shearl said taxpayers can’t afford the
increase — however the increase is to com-
mercial waste— meaning businesses. Previ-
ously, the tipping fee for brush and stumps
covered the cost of having those ground
down. However, those costs have gone
from $9 a ton to over $20 per ton, resulting
in a request to increase the tipping fee from
$30 to $35 a ton in the budget.

The last increase was specifically for the
Highlands® station’s transfer fee to be ap-
plied to brush and stumps, which is a result
of the transfer costs to the landfill. Sheatl,
who owns a landscaping company, said as a
business owner the increase is hard on him
and his employees and the increase would
directly impact him personally which is why
he didn’t support it.

Tuesday night, for the first time in the
four-month-long budget process, Sheatl
said he wanted to see the county do more
to help the private sector like build a con-
vention center or something to help private
businesses.

Even after Tuesday night, it remains
unclear what Commissioner Shearl would
like to see changed in the budget. The di-
rective to commissioners now is for them to
get with Roland and Carpenter prior to next
week’s continued budget meeting,

Commissioner Gary Shields seconded
John Young’s motion to approve the bud-
get — supporting the salary adjustments for
employees, moving forward with the new
FHS Project and everything else included in
the $64.5 million proposal, which no longer
includes the Highlands School soccer field.

Chairman Higdon hasn’t supported
the proposed combined 4.5% increase for
county employees but would support a 2%
increase. Roland explained that the increase
the county approved last year, which Higdon
voted against, didn’t even cover the cost of
inflation, making it difficult for employees.
Higdon said it wouldn’t be fair to increase
the salaries for county employees in the pub-
lic sector because private sector employees
don’t receive the same consideration.

“Public government employees didn’t
lose anything during COVID. I have friends
in the private sector who lost things, one lost
his house. County employees didn’t lose any-
thing — expect maybe a family member,”
said Higdon.

Retiring  Human Resource Director
Mike Decker was quick to correct Higdon
to say the difference is that county employ-
ees fared better during COVID because as
essential employees they continued to work.

“They wotked every day during CO-
VID. They showed up every day and did
their jobs and kept this county going,” said
Decker. “Let’s not lose sight of that.”

Shearl agreed with Higdon and said
that increasing county employee salaries is
a means of “growing the government” and
he would rather see tax dollars used to grow
the private sectot, which would help to grow
the county.

Without a vote on the budget, the
Macon County Board of Commissioners
voted to recess the meeting until Monday,
June 19 at 6 p.m. at which time additional
discussion will occur.



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., June 15,2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 23

'Cham*:eér's Rcag Top 5% of

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

MI‘_’I"‘)’:Z’" Vacation Rentals | I =Y ge} ke rs
| &
R Highlonds s callng | RS ML5
Tavern iN 2022

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

(HCBOR)

Country Club Properties

Your local hometown Highlands Properties o oo
i Real Estate professionals. . 401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
by | 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC 828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
349 Main Streef, Highlands, NC 3 Offfices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 o o@higindclingcom
08190 <trvenolencller www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com e TenaancomRementl
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com -nig prop . psi oy

o Ol T e 8
@ it f//,, @ :
Martin-Lipscomb
FA THE E Performing Arts Center
. ! BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HATIS'IE%WéYs REALTY

Andrea Gabbard

20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection .
Specialist gmail.com
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com o o ol
. | Highlands
% L! ;

Sotheby’s

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve ||| ; LANDMARK

“The Power of 2” 4 . AL SN SES B VAATON RIS
Trusted advisors :
providing impeccable é J 5 Offices across the plateau!
13 -

personalized service HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIOMAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA We are home! PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
. T . PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com (408 2191345 + HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC BROKER @

Sheryl Wilso




#1 in the Carolinas

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms LANDMARK
Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022 fﬁ:{ﬂmvﬂm FENTALS
Broker in Charge .
s Stronger together! 5 Offices across the plateau!

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co A —
m 828.200.9179 RealTrends

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

Allen | [“eam
t’?'Z[ AL CARL ROMBERG CELL:678-936-9309

ALTY GROUT OERGKERJHaCHhRGE CARL2LANDMARKRG.COM

o

Julie Osborn "
Broker in Charge S
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co . S th b / Wi L- D T .H \' P_l.'l E (I:IIDUB F.H ET
| m 828.200.6165 nghlands 0 c y S - -
. . INTERNATIONAL REALTY Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
Akl B Qi 343-D Main Street » 526-4035
5121 Cashiers Road T oen f
Highlands, NC 28741 B Open for
. 828.526.4525 ) Dinner
3 EEAL DETATE
LJ{’HE‘}:W Pl L L 112-3:30p
' &
patallenrealtygroup.com i 5.30-til?
www.wildthymegourmet.com

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

““'“:* DAVID 200 | $1IM | 36 [IQVIERECAEE

B Q ‘ I< TRANSACTIONS " AVERAGE HOME SALESPRICE ' REALESTATE BROKERS fostethe ciference Aluays Jresh
OPEN

‘ for our L
B l ] I L D E R S DOWNTOWN OFFICE CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE 29th season | ::
B kB |d 828 526 2240 114 N. 4th Street 1371 Cull_llasr?lja ((Djlub Drive iy
Highlands ighlands .
www. OC utiders.com (828)526.8300 (828) 526.4104 474 Main Street
Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS 828.526.3807 I Wo|fgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
- _ . Restaurant v
5()1:1](317}, S on Lake Sequoyah |

Highlands
828-526-2338

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

BEE GLEESON

@oaysozas  Luxuryisalevel

of service, not a ‘CULLE

PAT GLEESON  Drice point. CASHMERE
(828) 782.0472 Scotland’s Best Knitwear
Open 7 days a week
526-4407

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street ©




