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Francis, Brian and Roxie Jetter enjoy a fleeting summer moment.

It’s time for a new chapter

Highlands FY ‘23-’24 budget decreases

By Kyle McKim
Coming up on our one-year anniver-

sary of  Barrett’s horrific science experi-
ment accident, we have numerous things 
to be grateful for. 

On the 23rd of  June 2022, Barrett 
was attempting a science experiment us-
ing a Bunsen burner and multiple other 
ingredients. Somehow the accelerant, and 
either the rubbing alcohol or the lighter 
fluid blew back onto his body, catch-
ing him on fire. His polyester shirt was 

The amazing recovery of Barrett McKim
quickly incinerated. The accelerant was 
also on his bare skin, which caught fire 
as well. Rescue workers quickly arrived 
and he was airlifted to the Augusta Burn 
Center where he spent the next 51 days 
in the ICU. 

Barrett was burned on over 50% 
of  his body, the majority of  which was 
third-degree burns which required skin 
grafts. These were pulled from his back 
and his upper legs which had also en-

Barrett McKim • See McKIM page 19

It’s a love story, really. A love 
of  vocation, a love of  place, a 
love for the people in a life.

That’s the story of  Brian 
and Francis Jetter who are now 
contemplating the next chapter 
in their story entitled: Retirement.

Highlands School Principal 
Jetter has been a teacher and ad-
ministrator for a whopping 52 
years. Francis has been a Teacher 
Assistant for 30 years. For both of  
them, the last 17 years have been 

For the second year in a row 
the “final” budgets discussed at 
May Town Board meetings were 
decreased by the time the June 
Town Board meetings came 
around and the final budgets 

passed.
In both cases, the decrease 

was due to the completion of  proj-
ects between May and June which 
meant they didn’t have to be car-
ried over into the new fiscal year as 

originally proposed. 
Last year the decrease was 

about a million dollars between 
the May and June figure, and this 
year it was closer to $3.3 million. 

The county’s first all Republican BOC 
adopts largest budget increase in history

By Brittney Lofthouse
After failing to adopt the 2023-

‘24 fiscal year budget on June 13 
as originally scheduled, the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners 
met again Monday night and after 
two hours and little to no change to 
the budget that was voted down less 
than a week prior, commissioners ad-
opted a budget 4-1. Commissioner 
John Shearl was the dissenting vote.

At $63,754,537, the budget ap-
proved on Monday night is nearly 

identical to the budget County Man-
ager Derek Roland originally pro-
posed in May — $64,566,978 — with 
revenues and expenditures balanced 
at a revenue-neutral tax rate of  27 
cents per $100 of  assessed property 
valuation. 

This means Macon County has 
the lowest property tax rate in the 
state of  100 counties. 

Although the county’s property 
tax will be decreased by .13 cents — 
the overall county budget will jump 

more than $5 million — with the in-
crease being directly attributed to an 
increase in revenues collected by the 
county.

There were a few minor chang-
es to the budget made at the request 
of  Commissioner John Shearl. 

Those adjustments included re-
moving the budgeted allocation for 
renovations to the Highlands School 
soccer field — an $800,000 price tag. 
While the project won’t be funded in 



• The Plateau’s Position •
Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., June 22, 2023 - 828-200-1371

•Hic’s View• •Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse 

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www,HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741 

Al l  R ights  Reser ved. No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or  

design elements may be used without 
permission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
We reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters-to-the-editor. No anonymous letters 
will be accepted, Views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper.

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Weather•

"Stop asking, I don't know, we just do. 
Flap up to Highlands every year. t" 

Last Thursday night, the 
Highlands Town Board 
passed the budget for fis-

cal year 2023-‘24. The budget 
will be over 29 million dollars, 
with about 8 million in the gen-
eral fund. The remaining portion 
reflects the cost of  operating our 
enterprise funds, such as sanita-
tion, water and sewer, and elec-
tricity. 

While we have had some 
utility rate increases in the last 
decade, the town has not had a 
property tax increase in almost 10 years. 
And we are pleased to report that property 
taxes have not increased in this new budget.

The fire tax was increased several 
years ago to build the new fire station and 
to staff  the fire department 24/7. The full-
time staffing will go into effect around July 
1st. The projection is that the town can 
fund these full-time staff  positions for 
about three years before a small increase in 
the fire tax may need to be reviewed. The 
new staffing will improve response times 
to accidents and fires and possibly improve 
fire insurance rates.

A major item in the new budget is the 
design phase for the replacement of  the 

aging pre-clarifier tank at the wa-
ter department. This engineering 
process will start at the beginning 
of  July. The budget also has sev-
eral road paving projects that will 
begin in the fall when traffic lev-
els are low. 

A major item at the board 
meeting last Thursday was the in-
troduction of  our new electrical 
consultants. The new consulting 
firm is Utility Technology Engi-
neers-Consultants (UTEC). This 
company provides full services to 

area municipalities that operate electric utili-
ty departments. UTEC will be our represen-
tative for administering the current whole-
sale electricity contract that Highlands has 
with Duke Energy. 

In 2028 the town will have to enter 
a new wholesale contract with an energy 
provider. It could be that we continue with 
Duke Energy or go with another provider 
that offers a better contract. UTEC will 
broker proposals from potential provid-
ers such as Georgia Power, Santee Cooper, 
and others. They will analyze the proposed 
contracts and recommend the best one for 
Highlands. UTEC also provides expertise in 
other areas, such as green energy options, 
grid improvements, and cost-saving strate-
gies. I am optimistic that our new consultant 
will help the town provide better and more 
reliable service to our residents and custom-
ers.

Now is the intense season of  “Raleigh 
Watching.” The North Carolina Legislature 
will approve a final state budget in the next 
week or so and send it to the governor for 
his signature. I meet with Josh Ward, our 
Town Manager, every morning to decipher 
the status of  critical bills and budget items. 
We look at items like extraterritorial juris-
diction (ETJ), short-term rentals, accessory 
dwelling units, and changes in wastewater 
and stormwater regulations, just to name a 
few. To be honest, it is a mind-boggling pro-
cess to try to monitor and track the fast flow 
of  legislative initiatives. Like all municipali-
ties, we rely on the NC League of  Munici-
palities staff  stationed in Raleigh to alert us 
to any problematic bills.

To paraphrase Forrest Gump, the con-
clusion of  an NC legislative session is like 
a box of  chocolates; you never know what 
you are going to get. I only hope it is all 
sweets for Highlands.

Budget is done but governing continues
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purchase tickets

with 
Andrew Wooten & Caroline’s Roost

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12  |  6-8 PM
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Rachel Wavra, Broker, 
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices Meadows 
Mountain Realty
828-505-6190

rachel@bhhsmmr.com

The housing market in 2023: 
A Realtor’s perspective

The housing market in 
2023 is expected to be 
a mixed bag. On the 

one hand, home prices are still 
rising, and inventory is still 
low. This means that buyers 
will continue to face competi-
tion, and they may have to pay 
more than they would like for 
a home.

On the other hand, mort-
gage rates are expected to 
continue rising in 2023. This 
will make it more expensive to 
borrow money to buy a home, 
which could help to cool the 
market and make it easier for 
buyers to find homes.

Overall, the housing 
market in 2023 is expected to be more bal-
anced than it was in 2022. Buyers will still 
face challenges, but they may also find some 
opportunities.

In Highlands, residential 
sales are down 28% year-to-
date but the average sales 
price is up 11% compared to 
2022. Also notable are days 
on the market, which is up 
27%, averaging 152 days thus 
far in 2023. 

Here are some specific 
predictions for the housing 
market in 2023:

• Home prices are ex-
pected to continue rising but 
at a slower pace than in 2022.

• Inventory is expected 
to increase slightly, but it will 
still be below pre-pandemic 
levels.

• Despite a brief  re-
prieve, mortgage rates are expected to 
continue to rise, which could make it more 
expensive to buy a home.
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HIGHLANDS
MLS# 102293  |  $619,000
Amazing long-range mountain views from this beautifully furnished condo in the gated 
community of VZ TOP! Gaze over the Nantahala National Forest into Georgia and South 
Carolina from the expansive rear deck. This top level condo has an open floor plan with 
plenty of space for entertaining. The kitchen is equipped with modern appliances, 
plenty of prep and storage space, a pantry, and a breakfast bar. The living room has a 
wood-burning stone fireplace with a walnut mantle. There’s also a large laundry room 
in the unit and a storage closet on the front porch. Close to downtown Highlands with 
easy access to fine dining, great shopping, and many wonderful events.

SHERMAN POPE
CELL: (828) 342-4277
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
SHERMAN@BHHSMMR.COM

3
BR

2
BA

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN 
MLS# 102289  |  $699,000
Welcome to this distinctive Jim Fox contemporary home with organic flair in the heart 
of Highlands! Enjoy a walk-to-town location that offers easy access to downtown. 
The living room has high wood ceilings and a unique gas log fireplace. The dining 
area is adjacent to the kitchen and offers the perfect space for an intimate dinner. 
The master bedroom features an en-suite bath and a walk-in closet. A family room 
addition with a built-in bookcase is great for overflow guests. With its ideal location 
and modern design this contemporary home is perfect for those seeking a modern 
lifestyle in one of the most desirable neighborhoods in the area.

2
BR

2
BA

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

TOM GOLDACKER
CELL: (828) 200-9045 
OFFICE: (828) 526-4101 
TOM@BHHSMMR.COM

MITZI RAUERS
CELL: (404) 218-9123 
OFFICE: (828) 526-4101 
MITZI@BHHSMMR.COM
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•Highlands Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Open for dinner at 5:30

Tuesday-Sunday

Pulled Pork J._Baby back ribs, 
Steaks, Hot Dogs, 
Burgers, Chicken, 

Potato & Pasta Salad 
Baked Beans,Macaroni 

Salad, Corn Salad, Deserts 
828-526-2762

Tue-Fri 9:00-5:30 
Sat. 9:00-5:00 

493 Dillard Road 
**Open Mon. July 3rd ** 

Celebrate the 4th in style!



•Highlands Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p
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Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :
 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 

Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443

Thanks to a Good Samaritan
Dear Editor,

Have you ever had one of  those days when everything 
went wrong but was saved by a good Samaritan?

Last Friday, my sister Andi, and I got a call that my 
brother had been sent to ICU in our hometown. We quickly 
loaded up the car and headed down the Walhalla Road to 
Anderson. A few miles out of  town, we passed a liver col-
ored spotted dog curled up in a ditch, right on the side of  the 
road. We got a quick look into soulful eyes and knew we had 
to turn around to get this dog to a vet. 

My sister swerved into the first road (Jerry’s Gap) we 
could find, backed up and went into a ditch. The car was tilt-
ed almost on its side, the other part of  the car was three feet 
off  the ground. We crawled out of  the passenger side and 
tried to call Triple A. Of  course, there was no cell service. 

Just as we began walking, a white truck came around the 
bend and stopped to ask if  he could help. We could see fish-
ing rods in the back, a dog in his front seat and didn’t want 
to ruin his morning but he insisted on trying to get us out. 

He said, “I’ve got a chain. Let me just give it a try.”
In five minutes, we were on solid ground and he checked 

to make sure the tires and the car were safe to drive. 
We thanked him profusely telling him about the injured 

dog.
He said, “That dog is fine. I see it laying there all the 

time.” 
The good Samaritan is Sam Schmitt, a well-mannered, 

handsome young man with a winning smile who was will-
ing to go out of  his way for us. It renewed our faith in the 
younger generation. 

Thank you Sam!
Lee Lyons

Andrea Cannell
Highlands

Dear Editor:
Commissioner John Shearl captured both attention and 

criticism for his comment that Pre-K was comparable to “free 
daycare.” The fact that the RAPC’s paid ad does mention “Free 

Let’s turn the clock back

Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 8p

Childcare” aside, Mr. Shearl is not wrong. In truth, and over a 
span of  the last several decades, Kindergarten and Pre-K have 
essentially supplanted the family in whose arms the raising of  
our children was once entrusted. Child-rearing has been turned 
into a plethora of  “for profit” industries as mental health and 
social services (in addition to education) have managed to com-
mandeer huge portions of  funds and functions once solely the 
responsibility of  parents.

I know what you’re thinking - “he’s hopelessly mired in the 
195’s.” In truth, the 1940s would be more accurate. However, I 
am well aware that the global economy, along with technological 
advances and other societal developments have stressed family 
life to the max.

That aside, I think present generations have a right to know 
there was once a time in America when women (upon discov-
ering they were with child) did not immediately and with great 
haste seek out professional caregivers to raise their children. My 
generation did not have Pre-K or Kindergarten, we were raised 
at home by our parents, families and villages and during WWII 
when everyone who could, worked to support the war effort.

You may recall the book Hillary Clinton penned in 1996 
(It Takes a Village - And Other Lessons Children Teach Us). 
The First Lady was castigated by the “Party of  Family Values” 
screaming “only parents raise children, not villages.” Her detrac-
tors were wrong then just as they’re wrong now in advocating 
womb-to-the-tomb care and denying children the natural par-
ent-family supervision they need to develop and mature.

My parents both worked and my father served in the Army 
during WWII. My generation had grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
older cousins and our villages. By the time we reached the age of  
six and entered 1st grade we could read, print, write in cursive, 
were well versed in the art of  fair play, knew the colors, how to 
draw and make things (including change for a dollar). My piggy 
bank was a toy cash register, a coin bank that accepted pennies, 
nickels, dimes and quarters which (if  I counted it correctly) my 
grandmother and I would deposit in the account we shared at 
our local savings bank. I was four years old.

It was parents, families, churches and schools (the village) 
which raised my generation (together) and schools were a major 
contributor. The stated objective of  The National Congress of  
Parents and Teachers prior to 1950 was: “To promote the wel-
fare of  children and youth in home, school, church, and com-
munity and to develop between educators and the general pub-
lic such united efforts as will secure for every child the highest 
advantages in physical, mental, social, and spiritual education.”

I’m quoting my mother’s membership card in the NCP&T 
- 1949, the card she carried on her person until she died in 1983. 
That’s how important it was to my parents’ generation and why 
they tried so very hard to pass their devotion on to my genera-
tion.

My generation failed to honor the sacred traditions that al-
lowed this country to recover and to help the world heal after 
WWII. German philosopher Georg Hegel (1770-1831) offers 
an observation that “life has a value only when it has something 
valuable as its object.” Our children were once deemed valuable, 
not in the sense of  a profit or loss line item on a spreadsheet but 
as the intrinsic summation of  past accomplishments and our 
last best hope for America’s future.

I implore parents, teachers, and villages; return to raising 
and nurturing our nation’s children as you once did - so very, 
very well.

David L. Snell 
Franklin, NC
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

...BUDGET continued from page 1

• See BUDGET page 14

The Scopes Trial in History and Folklore
Presenter: Ed Larson, Tuesday, June 27, 10am- 12pm,
$30/$40 Member/Non-member

To register for these and other CLE 
programs, please visit clehighlands.com

(828) 526-8811

office@clehighlands.com

Upcoming 
Program 

Highlights
Enrich your life this season with 
these upcoming CLE programs!

NEOM: Line City in the Saudi Desert
Presenter: Eren Tasar, Friday, June 23, 10am-12pm $30/$40

The Geology of the Plateau: Mountains and Waterfalls
Presenter: Bill Jacobs, Monday, June 26, 10am-12pm $30/$40 

iPhoto (Level 2)
Presenter: Loraine Smith, Monday, June 26, 1-4pm $40/$50

Medicinal Garden Tour: Cultivating Medicinal
Plants in the Home Garden
Presenter: Connie Thompson, Thursday, July 6, 10am-
12pm, $40/$50

Right-Wing Politics and Populism in Modern France
Presenter: Max Owre, Thursday, July 6, 2-4pm, $30/$40

Presenter Spotlight: Ed Larson

Join Pulitzer Prize winning author, Ed Larson, for a riveting 
presentation on the Scopes Trial, and the resulting tension 
between science and religion that continues a century 
later. 

Conceived in Liberty
Presenter: Ed Larson, Wednesday, June 28, 10am-
12pm, $30/$40 Member/Non-member

In this lecture, Larson will reexamine the words that
gave birth to a nation and will explore the tensions 
between liberty and slavery during the Revolutionary
Era in American history.

Shackleton: The Man and the Myth
Presenter: Ed Larson, Thursday, June 29, 10am- 12pm,
$30/$40 Member/Non-member

Follow in the footsteps of famed explorer Ernest 
Shackleton as American historian and
legal scholar Ed Larson recounts the remarkable 
achievements and efforts of this modern-day
hero.

Ed Larson holds the Darling Chair in Law and is
University Professor of History at Pepperdine
University. Recipient of the 1998 Pulitzer Prize in
History for Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and
America’s Continuing Debate Over Science and
Religion, Larson received a Ph.D in the history of science
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a law
degree from Harvard. 

the budget, commissioners said it is only de-
layed, but didn’t see the need to carry the fund-
ing for the project in the fiscal year budget since 
soil samples were not expected to be completed 
until April. Without soil samples, the county 
said it does not have a clear plan for the needed 
improvements. 

Chairman Paul Higdon reiterated that 
removing the funding was just temporary and 
once soil samples are completed, county leader-
ship will continue working with the Board of  
Education on a plan to address the soccer field. 

The budget was also amended to include 
funding to repair the building located at the 
county’s Zachary Park in Highlands as well as 
some grading work beyond the adjacent parking 
lot to make a field for county youth recreation. 

The most notable addition to the budget 
for many was the county’s decision to reinstate 
$165,000 to complete the architectural design 
work for the Highlands School expansion proj-
ect. The project would improve the school’s 
media center and include additions to the high 
school wing but also include renovations to 
house two preschool classrooms. 

The budgeted funding reinstates money 
that was cut by commissioners just a few months 
ago and will get the project “shovel-ready” with 
design plans so if  and when additional funds 
are earmarked for the actual renovation project 
itself, it can proceed. 

At the request of  Commissioner Shearl, 
one full-time position within the county’s ani-
mal control division will be eliminated. 

The budget did not include any additional 

funding for a position within animal control, 
but it did include funding currently budgeted 
for an administrative position to be reallocat-
ed for a control officer to better serve Macon 
County. 

The funding reallocation was requested to 
address several comments and concerns from 
the community regarding animal control, many 
of  which commissioners heard last week dur-
ing the public hearing. 

However, Commissioner Shearl requested 
the funding not be reallocated for a new animal 
control officer position, and for it to be elimi-
nated entirely. Along with the elimination of  
the position, additional funding was removed 
from the budget that would have provided a 
vehicle for the position.  

Monday night’s budget was a compromise 
budget that included the additions Shearl re-
quested, while also not including other items 
he wanted to see removed from the budget. 

Commissioner Shearl originally made 
a motion to drop the county’s tax rate to .26 
cents per $100 of  assessed value, to make the 
3% COLA (cost of  living adjustment) and 
1.5% step increase for county employees a one-
time allocation, and to remove funding for the 
health department to replace the Molar Roller 
— a mobile child dental facility. 

Commissioner Shearl also requested that 
all fee increases for commercial waste disposal 
requested by the county’s solid waste depart-
ment be denied. 

Although Commissioner Danny Antoine 
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472 Chestnut Street
Highlands, NC 28741 | $3,250,000 | MLS #102091 

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179

226 Napa Ridge Lane D
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,475,000 | MLS #100992 

Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas



I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513
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Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

...INVESTING continued from page 4

4th of July 

35% to 55% 

off! 

25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!

• The housing market is expected to 
remain competitive, but it may be easier for 
buyers to find homes than it was in 2022.

As a realtor, here are some tips for buy-
ers in 2023:

•	 Have your finances in order in-
cluding a pre-qualification letter if  you plan 
to finance any portion of  the purchase.

•	 Be ready to make an offer as soon 
as you find a home you like.

•	 Be willing to pay more than you 
might have expected.

•	 Be flexible with your budget and 
your timeline.

Here are some tips for sellers in the 
current housing market:

•	 Make your home move-in ready. 
Buyers are looking for homes they can 
move into without making significant re-
pairs.

•	 Stage your home. De-clutter, de-
personalize, and remove extra furniture that 
makes the space feel smaller. 

•	 Use a Realtor that will market your 
home widely using a variety of  marketing 
channels to reach as many potential buyers 
as possible.

•	 Be prepared to negotiate and be 
willing to compromise.

Whether you are a buyer or a seller, a 
trusted real estate advisor is a must-have. 
Our job is to support you and keep you up-
dated on the market, even if  you never fol-
low through on a transaction. 

The housing market in 2023 is expect-
ed to be a challenge for buyers, but it is not 
impossible to find a home. By being pre-
pared and flexible, buyers can increase their 
chances of  success. 

* Rachel Wavra is a Broker with Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Moun-
tain Realty. Rachel has a deep connection to the 
plateau community, where she spent her childhood 
and returned to raise her own family. Rachel can 
be reached by call/text at (828)-505-6190 or by 
email at rachel@bhhsmmr.com.
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Connecting people, property and community

Connecting people, property and community

(828)  526-4663 225 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC LANDMARKRG.COM

COLE FUHRMANPAM NELLISCARL ROMBERG
BROKER-IN-CHARGE BROKER BROKER
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POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45am, 

and Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aer-
obics: 18 yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am 
with Karen Chambers. Public Swim 
Mon. thru Thurs. 11a-7p; Fri. and Sat. 
11a-6p and Sun. 1-6p. For info, call 
828-526-1595.

ONGOING
• The “Kids Hike Highlands” trail 

passport program has been refreshed 
for the 2023 season. pick up a copy 
of the Kids Hike Highlands passport 
map at one of the four prize locations 
or you can download a copy at www.
highlandsbiological.org.

Thurs-Sat.
• Highlands Historical Society 

Museum at 320 N. 4th Street is open 
10a to 4p through October. 

Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open 

Meetings” are for anyone who thinks 
they may have a drinking problem or 
for anyone interested in the A.A. pro-
gram of recovery. Highlands Moun-
tain View Group holds open meetings 
in Highlands at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday at 
5:30 PM and Wednesday and Friday 

at noon. The Cashiers Valley Group 
holds open meetings at the Albert 
Carlton Cashiers Community Li-
brary Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and 
Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 
AM. A ZOOM meeting is available 
Wednesday at 7PM (ID# 921 817 
2966, password CVG2020). For 
more information, please visit www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud 

Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10-11am. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so 
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle 
Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna 

Norton It’s all about movement. 
5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-
7:45. For more info, call 267-825-
0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact 

Along with the free 

Outdoor Concert Series, 

the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC is pleased to light 

up the sky with the annual fireworks 

display and concert on July 4th. 

Join us for our June and July 

concerts and festivities!  

visithighlandsnc.com

Lighting Up Your Nights Friday Night Live Saturdays on Pine

JUN E 2 Ezra & Katie
 
JUN E 9 Johnny Webb Band
 
JUN E 16 Steady Hand String Band
 
JUN E 23 Southern Highlands Band 

JUN E 30  Byrds & Crows

JULY 7  The Foxfire Boys

JULY 14 Curtis Blackwell Band

Jul y  21 Carter Giegerich & Friends

JULY 28  We Three Swing 

JUN E 3 NU - BLU
 
JUN E 10 Firecracker Jazz Band
 
JUN E 17 Dive Bar Divas

 JULY 1  Blaze the City

JULY 8  Bill Mattocks

JULY 15 Lazrluvr

Jul y  22 Back Porch Orchestra
 
JULY 29  Shane Meade & 
    the Sound

For more information on the Outdoor Concert Series, July 4th fireworks display or other events, call 828-526-2112, 
write events@highlandschamber.org or stop by the Highlands Welcome Center, 108 Main Street.

TUESDAY JULY 4  – Independence Day Festival 
Diamond River Band - Fireworks begin after the concert!

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine StreetTown Square | 343 Main St.

Shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 
8-9a. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

Tuesdays
• At Hudson Library, Nature 

Kids on selected Tuesday mornings, 
For more info call the Hudson Li-
brary at 828-526-3031

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. Facilitated by Sam Ren-
ken, this group has a simple mission: 
to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers there-
by giving writers of all ages and 
genres the opportunity to write, 
read, revise, and present their work 
to the group.

Tues. & Thurs.
• Zumba class with Gay Chap-

lin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 

Bird House/Bird Feeder 
& Bat House Classes

Learn how to make a Bird House, 
Bird Feeder or Bat House! 

Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 
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ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and par-
ticipate. Questions? call 828-526 
– 0863 or email info@maconnclit-
eracy.org

Thurs. through Aug. 10
• Highlands Biological Foun-

dation’s free Zahner lectures at 
the Highlands Nature Center (930 
Horse Cove Road) at 6 p.m. To 
preview HBF’s full Zahner lecture 
lineup, please visit www.highlands-
biological.org.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An 

exhilarating and fun mix of martial 
arts for a calorie-burning workout. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• At Hudson Library, Family 
Storytime continues throughout 
the year on Thursday mornings at 
10:40 AM. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft 
activities. For more information 
about any of these summer activi-
ties, contact Hudson Library at 828-
526-3031.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Chair 
Yoga – from 4-5 PM. If you are in-
terested in greater strength and 
flexibility but have difficulty getting 
up and down from a sitting or re-
clining posture.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Gentle 
Mat Yoga – from 5-6 PM. Looking 
for greater strength? Join Dana 
Thiele at the chapel for Gentle Mat 
Yoga on the Deck. With more than 
20 years experience, 

3rd Fridays
• At the Rec Park, Senior 

Lunches noon in the meeting room. 
For any other information call Les-
ter Norris or Maxine Ramey at 
828-526-3556.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club meets in 
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. 
March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main Street in their 
Community Room/909 Chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9am and hold our 

monthly meeting at 10amWe invite 
ALL Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any in-
formation 828-787-1660.

Sundays
• Church in the Wildwood 

Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8 p.m. through 
Sept. 3. 828-506-0125. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 
Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner 
the 1st Sunday of each month).

June 23-July 8
• “Jersey Boys” at Mountain 

Theatre Company now in residence 
at the Performing Arts Center on 
Chestnut Street. For tickets go to 
www.mountaintheatre.com

Fri. - Sat., June 30 - July 1
• This special artistic weekend 

will feature the return of husband 
and wife duo, writer John T. Edge and 
artist Blair Hobbs. Social Hour Fri. 
and Sat. from 5-6 pm with compli-
mentary hors d’oeuvres and special 
cocktails prepared by John T. available 
for purchase in J. Henry Farmhouse 
Tavern. To book your stay today. To 
book your stay, go to https://www.
oldedwardshospitality.com/half-mile-
farm#/booking/step-1

Tues., June 27
• At the Hudson Library, at 

10:15 AM, Highlands Nature Center 
will be at the library to present a 
special program geared toward the 
5-and-under crowd. This second 
Nature Kids program will feature 
Trees! Hands-on fun is guaranteed.

Wed., June 28
• At Hudson Library, Florida-

based author Stephen McGuire 
will appear at Hudson Library on 
Wednesday at 2 PM to talk about 
his psychological thriller Fractured 
Power. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing at this free 
event. “Fractured Power” is a dark 
and haunting psychological thriller 
about Aiden Fletcher, a young man 
who came from humble origins 
and uses his extraordinary ambi-
tion and devious ingenuity to fulfill 
his inevitable destiny and reach the 
pinnacle of power in Washington, 
DC. McGuire had a 30+ year legal 
career serving as an attorney and a 
federal judge in Washington, DC. He 
retired in 2008 as the Chief Judge 
of the Federal Trade Commission, 
where he received the FTC Dis-

tinguished Service Award and was 
honored by President George W. 
Bush for his service to the nation’s 
judiciary. Fractured Power is his sec-
ond novel.

Thurs., June 29 
• At Hudson Library, at 3:30 

PM, we’ll be holding our first-ever 
Kids Zone Bingo for Books! Kids of 
all ages are invited to join the fun. 
Everyone will play bingo, with free 
children’s books as the prizes! We’ll 
have books for children from tod-
dlers to high schoolers; there’s sure 

to be something for everyone! Chil-
dren under 5 will need an adult with 
them throughout the program.

Sat., July 1
• At The Bascom, Free “Com-

munity Day” from 11 am - 2 pm. Free 
Popcorn, Artist Demonstrations, 
Make your own art, Help paint a 
community mural, Storytelling, Teddy 
Bear Hospital. Bring your own picnic 
to enjoy in the shaded amphitheate

Tues., July 4
• 4th of July activities will be 

at the Town Ballfield on Tuesday. the 

shooting off of water rockets start-
ing at 9am; at 11am traditional field 
games until 12 noon (Tug a War, 
3-legged Sack Race, water balloon 
toss and frozen T-Shirt contest); at 
12 noon a possible visit from MAMA 
the med vac helicopter. The HF&R 
Dept. will have the ladder truck for 
the annual spray-down once the 
MAMA Helicopter leaves. Also Ro-
tary will be serving food at Town 
Ball Field starting at 11am. The an-
nual fireworks show will start about 
dark. 

•Highlands Area Events •

GET UP — GET OUT
PARTNERS IN RECREATION
We have something for everyone!

Go to web pages for information & registration

“All best in class, licensed & insured”

skyvalleycountryclub.com

A championship course layout with 
beautiful views & challenging 

holes for a great day of golf !

mtntours.com
Adventure awaits! Our private tours take you 

to spectacular rivers, lakes, waterfalls & 
mountain vistas in Highlands & Cashiers, NC.

864-373-4022

jacksonholegemmine.com
A family-owned gem mine good for all ages. 

Our store off ers thousands of dazzling gems 
& minerals and a covered fl ume to search 

for your treasures rain or shine!
828-524-5850

highlandsoutpost.com
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly 

Mountain Screamer,  extreme tubing 
slide, gem mine, trout fi shing & more!

828-526-3737

WorldClassWaterfalls.com

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on 
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury 
pontoon yacht with an offi cially 

licensed Master Sea Captain!

828-526-6300706-746-5302

828-759-5146

highlandsaerialpark.com
Experience the best views in the state while enjoying 

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also offer 
challenge courses, a Giant Mountain Swing, scenic guided 

UTV tours & more on our 96-acre property!



Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., June 22, 2023 - 828-200-1371

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

The 18th Annual Mountaintop Art and Craft Show 

MOUNTAINTOP 

ART ANO CRAFT SHOW 

Saturday - June 24 

Nitrograss with Charles Wood 1-4PM 
Clogging with Ginger Mosely 1 PM 

Kids Zone: 
The Bascom Art Fun 

Teddy Bear Hospital 10AM-4PM 

Silent Auction begins 10 AM 

Sunday - June 25 

Line Dance Championship with 
Mountain City Playhouse 1-4PM 

Kids Zone: 
The Bascom Art Fun 

Teddy Bear Hospital l0AM-4 PM 

Silent Auction ends 3 PM 

Kelsey Hutchinson Park 
Highlands NC 

June 24 & 25 10am-4pm 
www.highlandsartshow.com ���:�¥0. 

Highlands, NC 

Grateful to our sponsors : Laurel Magazine, Fision Hotwire, Highlands Cashiers Hospital, Eckerd Living Center, Austin and Austin Consulting, 
Bespoke Design and Consulting, and Highlands Chamber of Commerce 

originally seconded Shearl’s motion 
and budget proposal, after seeking 
clarification and further discussion by 
the board, he ultimately voted to reject 
Shearl’s proposal. 

Commission Chairman Paul 
Higdon, voted for the final budget 
marking only the third budget he has 
supported since being elected to the 
board in 2012. 

Commissioner Shearl explained 
his dissenting vote by saying he re-
mained steadfast in his belief  that the 
taxpayers of  Macon County deserved 
to see a tax decrease — even more so 
than the tax decrease nearly half  of  
the county will be seeing with the .27 
cent tax rate that was being proposed. 

Factoring in the reevaluation and 
the county’s new tax rate of  .27 cents, 
close to half  of  county citizens will 
see a decrease on their tax bill, how-
ever the amounts will vary. 

For example, according to MC 
tax records, Commissioner Shearl 
owns nine properties in Macon Coun-
ty. Although the taxes on his home ad-
dress will increase by $92.64 per year 
based on his property value increasing 
by $188,340 — two of  his other prop-

erties that saw a smaller increase in 
value — between $5,000 and $25,000 
— will actually see a decrease in 
taxes of  $270.45 and $278.44 per 
year, respectively. When all nine of  
Commissioner Shearl’s properties 
are factored together, despite seeing 
the value of  his combined properties 
increase by $430,880, he will actually 
pay $619.99 less in taxes. 

While Shearl explained he 
voted against the budget because he 
wanted to see additional tax breaks 
for citizens, the .26 tax rate Shearl 
proposed Monday night — or even 
the .24 tax rate Shearl mentioned last 
week — would still have some coun-
ty residents seeing an increase on 
their tax bill due to the revaluation 
and their property values increasing. 

In fact, the county’s ad va-
lorem tax would have to be reduced 
to .20 cents per $100 of  assessed 
value — or half  of  the current tax 
rate — before no properties in the 
county would have a higher tax bill 
this coming year. 

Having finalized the budget, it 
is now ready to submit to the state as 
required by June 30.

...BUDGET continued from page 8
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

At last!
The Perfect 

Pants & Jeans
You can 
Walk in
Work in

Eat lots in
Shop in
Rock in

Lounge in!
NYDJ for Her

& 
Alberto for Him

Summer 
is in 

Bloom! 

DIVA’s
ON MAIN

24 E. Main St. 
Franklin, NC

770-757-7500

Completed this year were 
the wastewater treatment plant 
belt press replacement, the Caro-
lina Way sewer line replacement, 
the Arnold Road pump station 
rehab, the water treatment plant 
service pump project and the in-
stallation of  a number of  sewer 
pump station generators.

The revenue neutral bud-
get for FY ’23-’24 stands at 
$29,641,478. 

Once again, the fees for 
town services – water/sewer, 
electric, and sanitation – will not 
increase, nor will the ad valorem 
tax rate increase.

In fact, due to the recent 
property revaluation, the town’s 
tax rate will decrease from last 
year’s 15.6 cents per $100 valua-
tion to 10.22 cents per valuation 
with 1 ½ cents of  that earmarked 
for street paving projects. 

The tax rate is based on an 
approximate in-town property 
valuation of  $2,844,000,000.

The fire department
In addition, the fire tax, 

which is based on the Highlands 
Fire District property valuation 
of  $5.8 billion, will decrease 
from 3 cents per $100 valuation 
to 1.91 cents.

A few years ago, the fire tax 
was raised to 3 cents per $100 
valuation to fund the new fire 
station and to eventually fund 
full-time firefighters.

That time has come. Six 
full-time firefighters have been 
hired and are expected to begin 
work in early July. The projec-
tion is that the town can fund 
these full-time staff  positions for 
about three years before a small 
increase in the fire tax may need 
to be reviewed. 

The police department
The Highlands Police De-

partment is dealing with chronic 
vacancies like other law enforce-
ment agencies across the nation 
as well as those close to home. 

Subsequently, the Town 
Board OK’d a $2/hour increase 
in salaries for Highlands police 
officers for FY ’23-’24.

According to Chief  Andrea 
Holland, the increase will help 
retain the current officers as well 
as help recruit new officers as the 

raise places Highlands Police De-
partment salaries higher than those 
around Highlands.

The increase amounts to about 
$65,000 a year.

“We have reached a critical 
point within our department with 
the loss of  another officer, bring-
ing the total vacancies to three,” 
said Chief  Holland. “We cannot 
compete with the open positions at 
Franklin PD, the MC Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, and Jackson County agencies 
due to their higher salaries.”

Officers and administrative of-
ficers are currently covering three 
open positions until January 2024 
when two recruits complete Basic 
Law Enforcement Training.

“Our agency not only needs 
to attract seasoned police officers, 
but we must retain the staff  we cur-
rently have. With the proposed pay 
increases, we can entice new officers 
to join our department and others 
to stay,” she said. 

She also hopes the salary in-
crease will offset the unpaid two-
hour travel time per shift making 
Highlands an inviting employer.

- Kim Lewicki

...DECREASES continued from page 1
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Try Our New  
Summer Menu

View Menu

L O U N G E

"Bach in a Sacred Space" 
Thursday, July 6th@ s:oo PM 

Episcopal Church of the Incarnation Chapel-Highlands 

HCCMF presents violinist Robyn Bollinger 
performing Bach, Paganini and Ysaye 

$BO/person - refreshments follow the performanceSponsored by Alfred Kennedy and Bill Kenny 
� Nit 
111GHLANDS 
CASHIERS 
CHAMBER 
M U S  IC 
FESTIVAL 

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www.h-cmusicfestival.org hccmfnc@gmail.com 

828-526-9060 RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Luxury sailing vacations 
aboard award winning 
VOYAGE Yachts in the 

British Virgin Islands

Shawn Caraker Paulus
Charter Specialist
+1 (954) 224-2427

shawn@VOYAGEcharters.com

 
 

J U N E
Y O G A & P I L A T E S S T U D I O

Mon 9am - Yoga Basics 
Wed 9am - Pilates Mat 

Wed 6pm - Embodied Yoga 
Thursday - Slow Flow Yoga 

Friday 9am - Vital Body Yoga 
Saturday 9:30am - Align & Flow 

Visit our Website for Full List
of Offerings, Private Sessions,

and Upcoming Retreats!
Register Here!

YogaHighlands.com | 828-526-8880
460 Carolina Way, one block east of Main St

Special Class July 4th @ 9:30 AM

Black and White photograph by area artist, 
Cynthia Strain who will have a booth at the 
Art show.

Annual MountainTop Art & Craft show is 
this Sat. and Sun., June 24-25

The 18th Annual 
Mountaintop Art and 
Craft Show Kelsey 
Hutchinson Park is 
Saturday and Sunday 
10a-4p. 

Admission is free 
but donations will be 
accepted at the gates.

New this year are 
two dance concerts: a 
clogging competition 
during the band Ni-
trograss’s break which 
will be judged by Gin-
ger Mosely, former 
member of  the Na-
tional Championship 
Clogging team. 

On Sunday there 
will be a Line Danc-
ing Competition with 
Mountain City Playhouse. 

There will also 
be a Kid Zone with 
a special art project 
with The Bascom 
folks and a Teddy 
Bear Hospital. 

With over 100 
artists, silent auction 
and a raffle there are 
plenty of  ways to 
show your support. 

This annual 
show is a favor-
ite for both artists 
and visitors. It is 
also a fundraiser for 
Mountaintop Rotary 
of  Highlands, sup-
porting community 
grantsFor more in-
formation visit www.
highlandsartshow.

com
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Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

...CHAPTER from page 1

Cardinal CleanersCardinal Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960

45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:
Highlands Customers!

Bring this ad with your first order 
of  dry cleaning 

and/or laundry to our 
Cashiers location and 

receive a 
20% discount 

on that order and all future orders!

45 Slabtown 
Road, 

Unit B-3 (next 
to Slabtown 

Pizza)

We look forward to serving you!

spent at Highlands School, a place they will hold in their 
hearts forever.

“Simply, know this,” said Brian. “All of  you, all of  
Highlands, and all of  Highlands School will stay with us the 
rest of  our lives. We thank you for that piece of  love and 
grace you have given us.” 

Over his 52-year span, Brian has been an English teach-
er and an administrator, having taught in Florida, Georgia 
and North Carolina. Francis has been a Teacher Assistant 
in Georgia and North Carolina. For both, Highlands stands 
apart.

“Highlands School is a great school academically, and 
a ‘sweet’ school humanly because it is a K-12 school. The 
dynamics between the younger and older students are won-
derful to watch,” said Brian. “The size of  the school means 
flexibility is possible both in interactions with parents and 
students and with teachers because having the ‘right’ size is 
important for teachers to teach and students to learn. The 
most important thing in a school is that students grow intel-
lectually and humanly,” he said.

Over the last 17 years, Brian said not a lot has changed 
in regards to “humans” on campus – young and old. But 
other aspects of  life at Highlands School have changed, spe-
cifically due to the response to the pandemic.

The pandemic response was a big change. Electronics 
and internet use with the accompanying online programs 
has become a much larger change, he said.

“Research used to be a printed endeavor, now it is an 
online endeavor while still trying to determine fact from fic-
tion/opinion,” he said.

Though the number and types of  courses are about the 
same, the knowledge in each has rapidly expanded. 

“Highlands School test scores remain high but most 
importantly, growth stays very high,” Brian said. 

As can be expected, the campus has been updated and 
improved over the years from a physical and electronic per-
spective, with more changes necessary.

“I hope the citizens of  Highlands and the supporters 
of  Highlands School continue to champion adding PreK. 
Parents and kids need it,” he said.

The Jetters said all aspects of  the job from employees, 
parents, citizens and students are the best they have ever 
known and they have immense respect for all the people 
who have worked at Highlands School through their years.

“There are so many instances of  giving, and helping, 
and teaching, and learning, and growing, and grace that the 
employees of  this school do every day because the school 
and the children and the people of  this community, and 
each other, deserve it,” said Brian.

He said one of  the lessons he learned from both sports 
and his mom is that the team is way more important than 
the individual. 

“We all have different jobs in the work of  educating the 
children brought to this school and put in our care: parents, 
townspeople, teachers, teacher assistants, custodians, front 
office personnel, bus drivers, food service personnel, the 
Rotary clubs, the town’s churches, the town and it’s scholar-
ship fund for our seniors, Old Edwards Hospitality Group 
and its scholarships for the Valedictorian and Salutatorian, 
and their help with prom; the myriad of  clubs that give 
scholarships to our seniors, the golf  courses that allow our 

golf  team to practice and have tournaments, and the great-
est element: the children themselves that do so well at the 
work of  getting better at every task they do for each other 
every day.”

The search for Principal Jetter’s replacement is under-
way and will be announced in upcoming days.

Brian believes Highlands School will continue to be a 
unique educational entity in the mountains: small, different, 
wonderful, creative, and sweet. 

“It’s a place where students can be known; parents can 
be listened to and heard; teachers can do the work of  help-
ing students grow in a safe place; where everyone works for 
a common goal: to help students grow every year.”

- Kim Lewicki

LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP BO1 
• . · to benefit 
,- Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 

' -"-
SAVE THE DATE 

SATURDAY, JULY 15th, 2022
Doors Open at 5, Dinner at 6 

Rain or Shine Tented Event at Oak & Pine Streets, Highlands, NC 

$80 Ticket includes tasty low country boil dinner, dessert, and two drinks. 

Live Music by Lazr Luvr of Asheville
Tickets available at www.foundersparkhighlands.org and 

The Dry Sink on Main St. 
Hosted by Friends of Founders Park, a 50 I (c)3 organization, www.foundersparkhighlands.org 



Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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•Spiritually Speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 22

Pastor Mark Ford 
First Baptist Church
Highlands

‘THUS, SAITH 
THE LORD’ –

End of 
Discussion

The phrase “Thus, saith the Lord” is found over 430 
times in the Bible, and with the derivative phrase of  
“The Lord says” the number comes to 513. Simply 

put, this is God’s “I command it…I declare it…end of  dis-
cussion!” 

One might think of  the proverbial parental quip to a 
child that is protesting or arguing with “Why?” or “What 
for?” and the parent says, “Because I said so!”

Today’s world is filled with a lot of  God’s creation ar-
guing, protesting, or outright rejecting the “Thus, saith the 
Lord” from Genesis to Revelation. For many of  our edu-
cated elites and common secularists there is no absolute of  
any kind in our world. Out of  their relativistic thinking – 
which may be their only absolute, unrecognized – they echo 
the sentiments of  William James’ “Damn the absolute” or 
James Joyce’s “The absolute is dead.” 

As the absolutes of  God’s Word are rejected, truth dies 
and personal belief  reigns – and by default the “Thus, saith 
the Lord” is ignored. They join Nietzsche’s belief  that God 
is dead. The only god that exists is the one they made in 
their own image. The incarnation of  their relativistic think-
ing is the equality of  “my truth” and “your truth” and emo-
tivism that exalts “what you feel is good is good and what 
you feel is bad is bad.” Simply put, “Thus, saith the Lord” is 
now “Thus, saith me!”

What follows is the requirement for nonjudgmental 
tolerance and acceptance. The eleventh commandment is 
now firmly written in the table of  stones, “Thou shalt not 
judge.” No, but God can. 

The progressives and cancel culture of  today easily 
judge my values and beliefs, invalidating my faith in “Thus, 
saith the Lord” while validating their own. Also, they can 
easily resort to Judeo-Christian values when they need to 
feel righteously indignant about selective atrocities and vio-
lence not in keeping with their worldview. 

The irony is that they are aghast at the spilling of  
blood in our cities via gun violence, but resort to the words 
“choice, fetus, etc.” and reject out of  hand the constant re-
frain, “Thus, saith the Lord, thou shalt not shed innocent 
blood” (Deut. 19:10 et al). Is there any more innocent blood 
than that of  the unborn child in the womb? Their response 
to what they see as judgmental bias and bigotry and hate 
regarding opposition to LGBTQ+ is for us to “be kind.” 

First, our convictions regarding sexuality as that which 
belongs in the bonds of  marriage, and that between a man 
and a woman, comes from our faith in “Thus, saith the 
Lord.” 

Discussion, open-mindedness, tolerance, and live and 
let live have no place in Biblical convictions clearly stated 



•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

June 13. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/citation, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or those 
of public officials have been used. 

June 13
• At 11 a.m., officers responded to a 

two-vehicle accident on South Street.
June 15
• At 12:35 p.m., officers responded to 

a two-vehicle accident on US 64 at Spruce 
Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from June 14.

June 14
• At 7:57 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Buck Creek 
Road.

• At 6:10 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Whiteside 
Mountain Road.

June 15
• At 11:32 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of an electric fire at a residence on 
Choctaw Road.

June 16
• At 9:27 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Cobb Road.
• At 4:57 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Split Rail row.
• At 6:08 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders at a location on Spring Street.
• At 10:10 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

CO2 alarm at a residence on Hickory Knut 
Gap.

June 17
• At 8:12 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at Skyline Lodge.
• At 6:46 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Horse Cove 
Road.

June 18
• At 6:07 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at Skyline Lodge.
• At 11:57 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident in Highlands Plaza.
June 19
• At 10:47 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Forest Trail.
• At 9:08 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Webb Baty Road.
June 20
• At 2:01 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Cullasaja Drive.
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We’ve been busy while you’ve been gone.

Future-Proofing Highlands Homes
Fiber-to-the-Home Technology – resident's

homes are directly connected to Hotwire 

Communications’ 100% Fiber-Optic Network 

with ultra-high Internet speeds.

Serving Customers Locally
Seamless, best-in-class, concierge-level 
customer service experience with boots-on-

the-ground staff and leadership, engaged 

every step of the way.

Preparing for Your Return
Fision Fiber Storefront – come meet our local 
staff and experience our advanced Fision 

Products and Service Options – Fision TV, 

Internet, Voice, and Security & Automation. 

Welcome 
Back!

To many of our Highlands Residents,

CALL  833.986.1570

EMAIL  highlands@hotwiremail.com 
VISIT  hotwirehighlands.com 

STOP BY  670 North 4th Street

Installation appointments 

are filling up quickly. 

Contact our local team for 

a free consultation today! 

dured 2nd degree burns themselves. He 
received over 20 blood transfusions, was 
intubated twice for several days, and the 
number of  staples and stitches he received 
were literally uncountable. During those 
interminable weeks, we can only say that 
the prayers of  the many sustained us. 

The doctors were very surprised that 
Barrett did not have a single problematic 
infection. They told us when we arrived 
it would not be if  he got an infection but 
when, but yet the only problem he faced 
in regards to infection was a small amount 
of  yeast in the new growth site. Over 97% 
of  the grafts that were transferred to his 
torso, neck and arms took, which is a stag-
gering amount of  success for such an ex-
tensive burn. 

During the first couple months that 
we were back from the hospital, it was ex-
tremely difficult with daily dressing chang-
es that would take upwards of  four hours. 
Our community was absolutely amazing 
and we did not have to cook dinner for 
almost 2 months! People brought so much 
and gifted us abundantly with their gener-
osity and love. We can never say enough 
Thank You’s. 

Barrett has since received two release 
surgeries and two laser surgeries from the 
Shriners Hospital in Ohio, the first release 
gave him some expansion and movement 
of  his neck, the second release did the same 
with his left arm. He is scheduled for his 
third laser surgery, which helps with the 
raised and red look of  the scarring and elas-
ticity of  the scars, in July. 

We homeschool our five children, and 
in part due to that, even though Barrett was 
a little behind in the fall, but has since made 
up all that he needed, and has finished the 
school year on time. His body and endurance 
have finally recovered to the point where he 
is again enjoying all his normal boy activities 
and has even been able to start back with ar-
chery which he loves. 

We are all extremely proud of  Barrett 
and his continued enthusiasm for life. The 
pain that he has had to endure can be un-
bearable for an adult, but for a 12-year-old, 
it is hard to comprehend. His journey is not 
over and continual hospital visits and surger-
ies will last until he if  fully grown but the 
fact that he survived and continues to thrive 
is testimony to God’s sustainability even 
through the fire.

...McKIM continued from page 1



(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
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•Classifieds•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
Text or Call:

WANTED
PART-TIME HOUSEKEEPER HELPER Tuesdays and 

Thursdays 8:30a-3:30p. Requirements: A prompt, fast and de-
tailed worker who is trustworthy with 2 references. Hours may 
grow over time. Call 828-342-8430. (st. 5/25)

FAMILY IN NEED OF LONG-TERM HOUSING. 
Humble, no furniture needed. Jessi 386-406-5490. (st. 5/4)

FOR SALE
SPODE ‘TURKEY’ CHINA. 27 pieces (plates, salad, 

cereal, mug, mini-bowls) Diswasher and microwave safe. $950. 
828-200-9777. (st. 6/8)

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Resort. 
A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more informa-
tion. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC AND 1.17 
AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close in with easy walk to 
Highlands and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved roads, sewer 
permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each; contact SFviewlots@
gmail.com (st. 3/9)

FOR LEASE
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bedrooms/2 

baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths $1900/month. Be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, 
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 
5/4) 

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR RENT, 
$2,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and access. New Ren-
ovation, AC, up to 6-month lease. Couple preferred, off Rt 107, 
10 min. to Cashiers, private lane, available thru the Fall, flexible. 
Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COT-
TAGE AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy access 
from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal 
rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at 770-
757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
CHEF RICK SIMEK WITH THE ELEVATED 

KITCHEN FOOD TRUCK is looking for a couple Friendly 
Cashiers/Coffee Makers, a Sous Chef and a Breakfast Cook. Pay 
depends on experience. Fast paced, Fun job. 828-547-0075. (st. 
5/15)

 THE GORDON CENTER FOR CHILDREN in 
Highlands, NC is seeking an Executive Director to oversee 
programming and operations of its early childhood education 
center. Must be a team player, have good organizational and 
communication skills, and a genuine love for children. Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Education preferred. Part-time/Full-time 
hours can be negotiated. Pay commensurate with experience 

• Income Property Investments 
• Southeastern U.S. and beyond
• 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
• Affiliate of KW Commercial 
 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

Steve Massell
CCIM 

(404) 255-6810 • realty@massell.com

Carol Feuer
Licensed Home Health

Nursing Assistant

feuereva@aol.com
828-482-5167 or 904-621-7012

Highlands & Cashiers, NC
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and educational background. Inqui-
ries, please email: allisonmtate@ho-
tmail.com (st. 6/29) 

PART TIME JOB .   Property 
Manager for Chestnut Cove Condo 
Assn.   in Highlands Falls Country 
Club  ( 35 units) .  Call Kris 239-331-
1113   or email :  Kris.Kaltenborn@
gmail.com (st. 6/8)

WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT - Experienced Line Cook 
needed. Evening shift. Great Pay. Pos-
sible on-premise living. Call Minday at 
828-421-2211. (st. 6/1)

DONLEON’S is searching for 
that one last lucky, happy person to 
fill out our Team. We offer the best 
pay....the best hours....the best food 
(for you) and the opportunity to 
work with the craziest old man in 
Highlands. We sing...we dance...we 
eat...we have a great time working 
hard to serve our neighbors a won-
derful lunch. Come be part of this 
team....guaranteed to be the most 
FUN you will get paid for. Drop by 

•Classifieds•

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18

DonLeon’s at 462 Dillard Rd (across 
from Dusty’s grocery) or call us at 
828-200-9333. 

JOIN OUR TEAM! We’re 
Hiring an Administrative Assistant. 
Email resume to info@hchealthfnd.
org.

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 

& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, 
Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & 
Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 
or 321-303-7560. (7/27)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - 
interior/exterior painting/sheetrock 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

NEW LOCATION
 

1846 HWY 107N, CASHIERS
ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10 AM TO 2 PM

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO LOCAL OUTREACH
CROSSROADS LOCATION OPEN THROUGH JUNE - NEW MARKDOWNS!

 
 

CALL SKIP FOR MORE INFORMATION: 828-226-2588

and stated by God. “Thus, saith 
the Lord” is the end of  discussion 
regarding sexuality and sexual sins 
because the Almighty said so (cf. 
Rom. 1:26-32; Jude 1:5-8; I Cor. 
69-20; Lev. 18:22; 20:13). 

Second, the Lord long ago 
tagged that mantra “Be kind,” 
saying “And be ye kind one to an-
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 

repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/
decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-
332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (6/22)

CAREGIVERS ALL SKILL 
LEVELS, certified and non certified, 
wage $15-$20 apply at http://www.
MyChoiceHome.Care (5/4)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Contruc-
tion – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. 
References. Insured. 828-200-4071. 
(6/29) 

N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call 
or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

4:32). 
Our kindness comes not 

from a compromise of  our faith 
in God’s Word and teachings, 
but from a willingness to exercise 
kindness toward those who seek 
the Lord in repentance, even as 
He has forgiven us for our sins. 
“Thus, saith the Lord” reveals to 
me my sins against the absolute 
of  God’s Word, precepts, and will. 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the 

world that He gave us His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life” is our 
hope in light of  the multitude of  
“Thus, saith the Lord.” 

It is not compromise, or 
rejecting or explaining away the 
“Thus, said the Lord’s” that is our 
answer. It is Christ. I say this with 
genuine kindness. 

Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team win second meet 
in a row; next meet at home Thurs. July 22 at 6pm

Steve Hott, 
Head Coach 

The Highlands Hurricanes 
traveled to Sylva, NC with 39 swim-
mers to swim against the Jackson 
County Swim Team (JCST) and the 
Smoky Mountain Aquatics Club 
(SMAC). Highlands won 508 to 224 
to 211, respectively.

The Hurricanes were led by a 
quartet of  Jr.  Olympians:  Chase 
Kenter, Jack Sumner, and twins Da-
sha and Ben Halldin.  All four won 
all 5 of  their events and scored 24 
pts.  

The trio of  Emilina Hernan-
dez, Jr. Olympians Paolo McCrae, 
and Justin Powell all won 4 of  their 
events and a 2nd scoring 22 pts. Jr. 
Olympians Finneaus Garner, Ani-

ah McKim, and Conner Hughes 
brought home 21, 19, and 18 pts, 4, 
3, and 2 blue ribbons, respectively.  

Margaret Cole and Ian Batista 
scored 18 pts, Cole won 3 events, 
Batista 2. Elizabeth Burnette had 
17 pts., while both Penelope McRae 
and Jr. Olympian Blake Kenter each 
had 16. All three won 2 events each. 
Jayce Powell and Jr. Olympian Lilli-
ana Chambless both scored 15 pts. 
Powell won 1 event, Chambless 3. 
Chambless broke 7-year-old team re-
cord in the individual medley. Aleks 
Petric, Asa Garner, and Jr. Olympian 
Corena Dearth both scored 14 pts. 
and won an event.

Bella Batista, brother and sis-
ter AnnMarie and Wylie Hinton all 
brought home 13 pts.  AnnMarie 

won 3 events, Wylie and Batista 1 
each. Miley Zagal and Morgan Ma-
son scored 12 pts; Ivan Shchelga-
chov 11.5. Shchelgachov had 2 blue 
ribbons. John Bradshaw Spencer 
and Katherine Wise scored 9 pts; 
Alex Lopez 8.5. Spencer and Lopez 
each won an event.  

Maxwell Basil scored 7 points 
and won 2 events in his first swim 
meet ever. Annie Wilkes, Agatha 
Jestin and Charlie Wilkes scored 7, 
6, and 5 pts. respectively; Jestin won 
an event. William Burnette scored 3 
pts, and Nicole Shchelgachov 2.  

Also swimming for the Hurri-
canes was Grayson Banks and Har-
rison McKim. Bo Curcuru was on 
injured reserve for this meet.
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p


