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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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New STR act - SB290 shores up 
NC’s Vacation Rental Act

HF&R, HHS, 
ABC Store 
and MLIA 
get air time 

at retreat

It’s not clear if  a new act 
moving through the NC legisla-
ture is the Short-term Rental leg-
islation Highlands Town Board 

has been waiting on before making 
changes to or expanding its STR 
regulations.

The litigation between the 

town and Save Highlands has been 
stayed, as well, while both sides 
wait to hear if  new legislation will 

Highlands PD asks for help
On October 13, 2023, over 

$1500 worth of  tools were stolen 
from a construction site at or near 
1st Street in Highlands. Between 

March 9, 2023, and March 13, 
2023, over $1,000 were stolen 
from a construction site at 110 

Wreck leaves driver safe

According to reports, around 4 p.m., on Saturday, March 11, a 27-year-old 
Franklin woman avoided serious injury after she flipped her car on her 
way out of Highlands and veered off NC 64 near Oak Street. HF&R Assis-
tant Chief Robbie Forrester said the driver was traveling towards Franklin 
and did not follow the curve of the road. She crossed into the opposing 
lane of traffic and continued on to the bank along the roadside. Forrester 
said the car slid along the steep bank for an estimated 50 feet before 
coming to a stop upside down. HPD Chief Andrea Holland estimated the 
driver was traveling over 45 mph.

- Kim Lewicki and Brian O’Shea

Highlands Addie Westendorf makes her way to the Lady Eagles’ goal on 
the road last week. See story and photos on page 17.       

 - Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Fiscally, all is more than well 
in Highlands.

At the town’s annual budget 
retreat last Thursday, Treasurer 
Rebecca Shuler presented her mid-
year review and if  figures continue 
to rise, by the close of  FY ’22-’23 
the town will be better off  finan-
cially than ever before.

Property tax collections are 
at 99.28% with an increase in rev-
enue compared to Feb. 2022 of  
$92,992.09;

Sales Tax revenue is already 
at $836,906.94 and have increased 
approximately $44,923.05 from 
February 2022;

Franchise Tax is at $83,267.87 
and has increased by $18,773.26 
from February 2022;

And the General Fund rev-

By Kim Lewicki &
Brittney Lofthouse

The Fontana Library Sys-
tem bi-monthly meeting held 
at the Hudson Library in High-

Commissioners consider 
ending agreement with 
Fontana Library System

lands Tuesday, was commandeered 
by attendees from Franklin and 
Highlands who were there to speak 
against the library’s policies regard-

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Last Thursday, the Town 
Board and staff  con-
ducted an all-day budget 

workshop, aka the Highlands 
Town Retreat. This event sig-
naled the start of  the budget 
process for the coming year. It 
will be followed up by a num-
ber of  afternoon budget work-
shops this spring.

The retreat started with 
a midyear report by our Town 
Manager and our Financial 
Director. The budget always 
appears to be huge due to en-
terprise funds related to the operation of  
our electricity, water, sewer, and sanitation 
utilities. 

The 7.3-million-dollar general fund is 
not that big. The general fund comes from 3 
million dollars in town property taxes, $1.5 
million in sales taxes, state franchise taxes, 
and town zoning and building fees. We also 
have a fire tax that brings in $1.2 million. 

The general fund keeps basic govern-
ment functions operative, such as admin-
istrative services, maintaining town prop-
erties, paving streets, zoning/planning, 

mapping/GIS, recreation, and 
police operations.

Residents within the town 
receive a tax bill from the coun-
ty. A third of  the bill is a town 
tax bill, and the other two-thirds 
is a county tax bill. Yes, High-
landers are also county resi-
dents, too. So, when a town resi-
dent gets a property tax bill, say 
$3,600, about $1,000 is in town 
taxes, and $2,600 are county tax-
es. For folks on the Highlands 
Plateau residing outside the 
town, their bill would be only 

$2,600 in county taxes for a property of  the 
same valuation.

I hope our Macon County friends and 
elected colleagues continue to appreciate 
these facts. Highlands residents and the 
residents of  the extended township of  the 
plateau currently pay about 46% of  the to-
tal taxes of  Macon County. Or put another 
way, about 6,000 residents of  the Highlands 
Plateau pay almost half  the taxes of  the en-
tire 38,000 Macon County population. The 
property tax rate for Highlands is currently 
15.6 cents per $100 of  property, and the 
county rate is 40 cents per $100 of  property.

Our Public Works Director always has 
a retreat report full of  big-ticket infrastruc-
ture needs. 

The report includes paving roads, re-
placing and upgrading equipment in our 
water and sewer plants, as well as upgrades 
to the electrical department. 

The budget needs for the coming fiscal 
year, like always, will require using reserve 
funds for critical projects and equipment. 
The town relies on reserves to avoid car-
rying high debt loads. For instance, we will 
pay cash for the proposed $275,000 garbage 
truck. This vehicle is not a boondoggle ex-
pense but rather essential for garbage ser-
vice.

Highlands has always had a conserva-
tive fiscal policy of  prioritizing needs and 
funding them following a phased plan. Us-
ing this strategy, the town has made signifi-
cant improvements to critical programs in 
recreation and upgrades to our water and 
sewer systems, plus instituting vigorous 

How the FY ‘23-’24 budget relates to taxes
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at  THE FARM   

book         online

SATURDAY, APRIL 8

with  CHEF CRAIG RICHARDS
and  LIVE MUSIC

DINNER

ITALIAN
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•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 

The Gleeson Family
Pat, Bee and Gemma

Highlands-Sotheby’s 
International Realty

828.526.8300

Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022 

(HCBOR) 
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

16 ACRES with WATERFALL, STREAM , TROUT POND 
AND BARN (Horses Allowed)

191 N. Hollow, Cashiers 
In GlenCove - membership not required 

Offered for $3,999,999

Celtic Times in Highlands

Hopefully you’re ei-
ther headed here 
to celebrate St. 

Patrick’s Day in Highlands, 
or you’re already in town. 
Perhaps you were kissed 
by a leprechaun last night 
during a dream and you’re 
feeling it’s time to consider 
residing here either full- 
or part-time. You should 
know that Scotch-Irish 
laborers and craftsman 
helped found Highlands, 
NC. in the late 1800’s 
and their descendants 
are now local Real Estate 
Brokers, (sounds like blar-
ney, but I’m not kidding). 
Celtic heritage abounds 
in Highlands. Heck, our 
High School mascot is a 
Bagpiper for crying out 
loud. To reference a song 
written in 1959 by Johnny 
Cash while vacationing in 
Ireland, Highlands is “40 
Shades of  Green!”

To help you navigate St. Patrick’s Day 
in Highlands, I thought it might be helpful 
to familiarize you with a few “Celtic Say-
ings” that you and the locals can exchange 
while you’re here. That way you can respond 
accordingly and not get weird looks. So here 
goes:

“May the Road Rise Up to Meet You” 
A Celtic Christian phrase often toasted at 
weddings or needlepointed on pillows; it lit-
erally means “may God remove all obstacles 
from your life.” The Irish often use images 
of  nature to show God’s interaction with 
man. Like, “May the wind always be at your 
back,” “May the sun shine warm upon your 
face,” and so on.

“Sl`ainte!” (Pronounced “slaan-sha”). 
Head for the Ugly Dog Pub or Highlands 
Tavern. As soon as you walk to the bar, 
look at the person seated next to you and 
proclaim “Sl`ainte!” You’ll be saying “I 
drink to your health.” It may even get you 
a free drink! The Irish word “slan” in Gaelic 
means “safe.” If  you’re here from Atlanta…
you’re pretty safe (even from the bears)!

“What’s the craic?” Other versions are 
“Any craic” and “How’s the craic.” These 

often give rise to an awk-
ward misunderstanding 
from tourists because 
it’s pronounced “crack,” 
which may mean some-
thing different where 
they’re from. It’s really a 
straightforward saying in 
Ireland for fun or enjoy-
ment and is a substitute 
for “How are you?” If  
nobody’s run away at this 
point, a typical response 
is “divil a bit,” which 
means “not much.”

“Two People Short-
en the Road” From Celtic 
folklore, the essence of  
this one is that company 
makes a journey fly by. 
According to lore, a fa-
ther asks his son to short-
en their journey to see the 
King, but the son doesn’t 
know what his father 
means, so they stop for 
the night and the son asks 

his mother for clarity. She quickly explains 
that “everyone knows that storytelling is 
the way to shorten the road.” The next 
morning, the son weaves a tall tale, all the 
way to Highlands! There’s a message here 
for all of  us. As we travel together the trip 
gets shorter, especially when storytelling, 
conversation, good jokes, and road games 
(remember those) take the place of  head-
phones, video games, texts, and cell phone 
calls.

Along with my wife (Bee) and myself, 
there are 312 Real Estate Brokers ready to 
help you buy, sell, show, and talk real estate, 
and today we’re all Irish. We’ll even buy you 
a Guinness this weekend if  you ask! I leave 
you with my favorite Irish toast… “May 
you escape the gallows, avoid the stress, 
and be as healthy as a trout!”

• Pat Gleeson, Bee Gleeson, Christal Green 
and Gemma are proud to be a team of  “Helpers” 
and Real Estate Brokers at Highlands-Sotheby’s 
International Realty in downtown Highlands 
(Kitty Corner from Old Edwards Inn). You can 
reach all of  us at 828.526.8300. Please stop by 
for coffee and conversation.
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This stunning upper level Chestnut Cove condo in Highlands Falls 
Country Club boasts abundant natural light and is fully furnished with 
a few exceptions. It features cathedral ceilings, central air 
conditioning, a charming stone fireplace, a spacious sun porch, 
and an inviting eat-in kitchen. Expansive windows showcase 
delightful views of the surrounding mountains. The large back deck 
offers a superb vantage point of the 11th fairway, pond, and 
mountains. Club membership is optional (with approval) and provides 
access to golf, tennis, croquet, pickle ball, dining, and swimming.

2
BR

2
BA

HIGHLANDS
MLS# 101624 | $625,000

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

TOP 1/2 of 1%: The Michaud/Rauers Group

BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty ranks in the TOP 3 
SMALL OFFICES in the entire U.S. Southeast region

TOP 2%:
4 Agents

TOP 6%:
3 Agents

TOP 10%:
3 Agents

TOP 16%:
2 Agents

If you want an award-winning 
real estate experience, list with 
an award-winning agency.
Out of a global network of 55,000+ agents, our agents 
earned the following awards in 2022:
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visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9:30a-4p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

SERVING EASTER BRUNCH
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Serving Easter Brunch
beginning at 11:30 am 

with last seating at 2 pm

Will open 
some time in March



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
6 days a week

(Closed Wed and 
for dinner on Sunday)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Opening
 Fri. & Sat. 

March
24-25
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The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 5p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

•obituary• 

...MAYOR continued from page 2

Thomas Earlin Barnes, 76, of  Franklin, 
went home to be with the Lord on Sunday, 
March 12, 2023.

Born in Highlands, NC, he was the son 
of  the late Rev. Harvey Rondal and Charlotte 
Tilson Barnes. In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by two sisters, Helen 
Bertilee Pendergrass, and Eloise Bryson; and 
one brother, Charles Barnes; also, a much 
loved brother-in-law Homer Bryson.  

Earlin was of  the Baptist faith. He loved 
hunting, wood working, and most of  all 
spending time with his family, especially his 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. He 
will be remembered for his stone masonry 
craftsmanship with Barnes Masonry and his 
wood crafting with Barnes Hand Crafted Wood Working.

He is survived by his wife, Janice Snow Barnes of  
Franklin, NC; two sons, James Lester Barnes of  Barkers 
Creek, NC, and Thomas Kyle Barnes (Cindy) of  Sylva, NC; 
two daughters, Bridjett Barnes of  Franklin, NC, and Re-
becca Guthrie (Jon) of  Gulf  Shores, AL; and two sisters, 
Edith Victorine of  Thomasville, GA, and Ella Rebecca Sut-
er of  Alexandria, VA. Also surviving are his eleven grand-
children, Amanda Brooks, Campbell Barnes, Luke Barnes, 
Austin Queen, Meghan Partain, Alyssa Chandler, Hannah 
Guthrie, Sarah Guthrie, Noah Guthrie, Leah Guthrie, and 
Emmah Guthrie; six great grandchildren, Maya, Noam, 
Nora, Adam, Thomas, and John; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

A memorial service will be at 3pm on Sunday, March 
19, in the chapel of  Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Roy Lowe 
will officiate. The family will receive friends, from 2pm to 
3pm, one hour prior to the service at the funeral home.

While we will dearly miss Thomas, also known as Paw, 
his favorite most cherished role.  We will remember him 
as the Godly, wise, and courageous man who never failed 

to show us his ever-faithful love.  Thomas 
trusted in the Lord with all his heart and led 
his family with that faith and love.  His life 
was a testimony of  his faith in his loving Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. 

2 Timothy 4:7-8
I have fought a good fight, I have fin-

ished my course, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a 

crown of  righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day, and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to the Hospice House 
Foundation of  WNC, PO Box 815, Frank-

lin, NC  28744.
Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuner-

alhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Thomas Earlin Barnes

road and sidewalk projects. I anticipate the board following 
the same strategy for this new budget. With the feds driving 
interest rates up and with an inflationary environment, the 
town needs to avoid borrowing this year for infrastructure 
projects. A wait-and-see position is advisable.

Finally, I anticipate the town, as well as the county, 
to apply a revenue-neutral formula to counter those re-
cent sky-high property revaluations. Applying this formula 
means the town will take in no more revenue than in past 
years. The tax rate will be adjusted down from 15.6 cents to 
around 9.5 cents. The county rates could go from 40 cents 
to around 25 cents. After those revenue-neutral adjustments 
are made, elected officials could increase the millage rates as 
a tax increase. I don’t see the Town of  Highlands doing so, 
but not necessarily for the county. If  the new high school 
is built, and I hope it is, county taxes will have to increase. I 
look at that prospect as an investment for all residents.

The Town Board meeting is Thursday, March 16, at 
7 pm.

The original version of  our press release “Highlands 
Cashiers Health Foundation Names New Board Leadership 
for 2023” that ran in the March 9 edition, incorrectly stated 
in the first paragraph that “the Executive Committee of  its 
Board of  Directors has elected Dr. Barbara Blumer Corcoran 
as Board Chair.”  It should have stated that “its Board of  
Directors has elected Dr. Barbara Blumer Corcoran as Board 
Chair.” The correct election process has been amended. We 
apologize for the error.

Josh Bryson
Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation

Marketing Specialist

•correction• 
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

TERESA SEAY  BROKER
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning
real estate experience?

Use an award-winning 
real estate expert.
Teresa ranks in the TOP 2%

of 55,000+ BHHS global network agents!

...STR continued from page 1
help either of  their cases.

So far, from the looks of  it, SB 290 – 
introduced March 9 by NC Senator Vickie 
Sawyer, who represents Iredale and Yadkin 
counties, which was sent on to the Rules 
and Operation of  Senate committee on 
March 13, is the only STR-related legislation 
in the pipeline.

Also, from the looks of  it, it doesn’t ad-
dress the town’s amendments to the Unified 
Development Ordinance regarding STRs 
– specifically that homeowners can’t rent 
homes as STRs unless in existence as such 
prior to Sept. 15, 2022, nor does it address 
amortization of  STRs – which the Town 
Board wants to invoke to rid Highlands of  
STRs forever more.

Instead, according to the act’s sum-
mary, the purpose of  the act is to simply 
improve the safe rental of  certain proper-
ties by requiring compliance with local or-
dinances and codes and by establishing a 
maximum occupancy limitation.

The verbiage in the act makes it clear 
that all parties are subject to making sure 
“safe rental” is a reality – the owner of  the 
property, the tenant, and the governing 
body.

The Vacation Rental Act – 42A – 
stands as the foundation of  the new act.

In the bill summary SB 290 amends 
GS 160D-1207 (pertaining to periodic in-
spections under minimum housing codes) 
to clarify that nothing in that law will be 
deemed to prevent a local government from 
enforcing ordinances related to maximum 

occupancy, as that term is defined in the 
Vacation Rental Act (GS 42A-4) [VRA], for 
a vacation rental property that is subject to 
the provisions of  the VRA.

The new act also adds maximum occu-
pancy as a definition in the VRA, defined as 
the maximum number of  persons allowed 
in a vacation rental, measure as an amount 
not exceeding four persons per bedroom. 
This is a departure from what has been al-
lowed, which was two per bedroom.

It also amends GS 42A-31 (pertain-
ing to the landlord’s obligation to provide 
fit premises for a vacation rental) to require 
the landlord to (1) comply with all current 
applicable local ordinances and codes; and 
(2) accurately represent the number of  bed-
rooms and bathrooms on the property and 
prohibit the rental of  the property to a ten-
ant if  the maximum occupancy of  four per 
bedroom will be exceeded. It also sets forth 
specifications on how to determine number 
of  bedrooms and bathrooms on the prop-
erty using tax records. 

It also makes conforming changes to 
GS 42A-32 (tenant’s obligation to maintain 
dwelling unit under the VRA) and GS 42A-
33 (responsibilities and liability of  real es-
tate broker under the VRA). 

The act reiterates that in no event may 
a local government do any of  the follow-
ing: (i) adopt or enforce any ordinance that 
would require any owner or manager of  
rental property to obtain any permit or per-
mission under Article 11 or Article 12 of  
this Chapter from the local government to 
lease or rent residential real property or to 
register rental property with the local gov-
ernment.

According to Town Planner Michael 
Mathis, the town doesn’t require Special 
Use Permits for STRs accept for Tourist 
Homes, which has always been a require-
ment. 

According to SB290, the only time a 

local government can require an owner 
to obtain a permit or permission to oper-
ate a STR is for properties that have more 
than four verified violations in a rolling 
12-month, or two or more verified viola-
tions in a rolling 30-day period, or upon the 
property being identified within the top ten 
percent (10%) of  properties with crime or 
disorder problems as set forth in a local 
ordinance.

A local government may require pe-
riodic inspections as part of  a targeted ef-
fort to respond to blighted or potentially 
blighted conditions within a geographic 
area that has been designated by the gov-
erning board. 

However, the total aggregate of  tar-
geted areas in the local government juris-
diction at any one time shall not be greater 
than 1 square mile or five percent (5%) of  
the area within the local government juris-
diction, whichever is greater.

Basically, the owner of  the property 
must make sure it is habitable and safe; the 
tenant must not do anything destructible 
to the property and must adhere to local 
garbage, noise and parking ordinances; and 
the rental agency must be on point con-
cerning the property.

“It sounds like this would define 
maximum occupancy and how to specifi-
cally determine it. Also, it clarifies what the 
owner’s, tenant’s and the real estate bro-
ker’s responsibilities are,” said Town Man-
ager Josh Ward.

The act has just started moving 
through the legislative process.

“Our attorneys will monitor the pro-
posed STR legislaton. As for SB 290, that is 
a propsed bill that could be amended as it 
goes through the legislative process in this 
long session,” said Mayor Pat Taylor.

- Kim Lewicki

Bingo is set for Friday, March 17 at the Highlands Community Building from 6:30-
8:30 pm. Each game card can be purchased for $1. This is a cash only event. We will also 
have food, popcorn, a candy table, and 50/50 raffles. The 50/50 raffles are experiences 
around town including golf  at private country clubs, gift cards at local restaurants/stores 
and many more. 

Don’t miss out this St. Patrick’s day for a chance to win cash and raise money for 
Highlands School students & teachers! This event is sponsored by the Rotary Club of  
Highlands and is licensed by the State of  North Carolina.

Play Bingo tonight for Highlands School 
students and teachers!

Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from 

everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click 
on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every 
Thursday AM
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396 Azalea Lane
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,225,000 | MLS #101543 

Colette Davis | 561-254-3999

89 Rolling Woods Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $635,000 | MLS #101578 

Al Stoneham | 828-332-9767

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

purchase tickets

  Mike 
Kinnebrew

with

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

at THE FARM   

ing books they consider hyper-sexual – spe-
cifically, those about homosexuality and 
transgender persons.

When they learned that public com-
ment would not be allowed that day or in the 
future at the bi-monthly library system meet-
ings, attendees became outraged – yelling 
their concerns at the board members.

Board members tried to explain over 
the discourse, that due to past disruptive 
behavior at their meetings by attendees who 
deemed certain offerings at the libraries in-
appropriate, the board has been unable to 
conduct its business. As such, their counsel 
advised them to no longer have a public 
comment period at meetings.

The board further cited NC GS 143-
318.1 - Open Meetings Law, that states that 
open public meetings can include public 
comment, but it is not required.

Furthermore, the library system’s coun-
sel has said that since allowing public com-
ment isn’t in the system’s by-laws, by allow-
ing it, the system isn’t in compliance with its 
own by-laws.

The reaction was explosive and loud.
“They have never done this before, this 

is intentional to censor us;” “Your policies 
have been crafted to intentionally censor 
us;” “I’m a school teacher, are you telling 
me I can’t express my opinion?; “This is a 
public forum and we have rights;” “If  you 
love children you will let us speak;” “You 
have been advised by MC Commissioners 
to stop sexualizing children. And you have 
ignored the suggestion from County Com-
missioners;” “This is our library not yours. 
Our tax dollars pay for this library, why can’t 
we speak?;” “How dare you not let us speak. 
This is America!;” “You continue to ignore 
us. That’s why we keep showing up. This 
would be all over if  you would just show a 
little common sense in your policies instead 
of  continuing to censor us and continuing to 
try to promote your agenda from the Ameri-
can Library Association instead of  Western 
NC.”

The discourse continued for more than 
15 minutes at which point attendees were in-
vited to stay and listen to the meeting which 
had been called to order but was halted -- or 
leave.

“The meeting has been called to order. 
If  you can’t be quiet, we will have to ask you 
to leave the room,” said the president of  the 
board. “We are not going to be able to con-
duct the business we have today – the bud-
get, the different grants we are getting, the 
update on the library buildings, the update 
on the Nantahala library building …”

“We don’t care about that,” yelled one 
attendee.

Commissioner Danny Antoine also 
attended the meeting and when he learned 
that public comment would no longer be 
allowed at Fontana Library System board 
meetings, he said the MC Commission 
would get involved.

“If  they are not allowing public speak-
ing from this point on, we will take action 
on that,” he said.

He invited everyone in the room to go 
down the mountain to the MC Commission 
meeting scheduled for that night at 6 p.m.

Many of  the same attendees at the 
meeting in Highlands, spoke before the 
Board of  Commissioners Tuesday night 
regarding the Macon County Public Li-
brary, with resident Jim Gaston specifically 
requesting Macon County not to renew its 
contract with the Fontana Regional Library 
System. 

Gaston suggested that if  Macon 
County were to pull out of  the library sys-
tem, they would have access to resources 
through the North Carolina Cardinal Sys-
tem, the statewide resource sharing system. 

However, if  Macon County were to 
pull out of  the Fontana Regional Library 
System, the county would retain the library 
buildings, but all books, computers, and 
other resources within the libraries would 
remain the property of  the library system 
and would not stay in Macon County. 

Gaston also said that the county 
should consider pulling out of  the library 
system to ensure that Macon County funds 
stay in Macon County.

However, since the current libraries 
are part of  a three-county regional system 
of  Macon, Jackson, and Swain counties, 
all three counties provide funding for the 
library system, which operates as a system 
– while also having individual budgets for 
each library. 

The Macon County Public Library, 
as well as the Nantahala Library and the 
Hudson Library in Highlands, operates 
under a regional agreement with the Board 
of  County Commissioners from Jackson, 
Macon, and Swain Counties for the non-
profit organization referred to the Fontana 
Regional Library System to provide public 
library services. 

The last agreement, signed in 2013, 
states: “the Boards of  County Commission-
ers of  Jackson, Macon, and Swain Counties 
recognize that collaboration provides the 
most effective and efficient means to pro-

...LIBRARY continued from page 1
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Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... on the street or on 

the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every 

Thursday AM
For advertising information, email

highlandeditor@aol.com or call 
828-200-1371

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at  Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

By Kristin Fox
On March 1, the Great 

Smoky Mountain National 
Park’s new Park it Forward 
Program goes into effect, 
which will require paid park-
ing permits along the parkway. 
Although the new program 
begins today, the Swain County 
Board of  County Commis-
sioners is continuing to express 
their opposition to the pro-
gram, taking a step last week to 
look at legal options to address 
the issue. 

In a closed session meet-
ing following their final Febru-
ary regular session meeting, 
the board decided to take the next step, 
directing County Manager Kevin King 
to look into hiring an attorney to address 
the GSMNP Park It Forward Program on 
behalf  of  Swain County.

During the regular session meeting, 
the board also voted unanimously to sub-
mit the resolution they adopted on April 7, 
2022 again under the new board leadership 
with Kevin Seagle as Chairman.  Although 
several board members voiced that the lan-
guage in the resolution should be stronger, 
they decided to resubmit the same resolu-
tion and possibly submit a revised, stronger 
resolution later.

“I think this is really weak, it is like 
asking a kid to stay out of  the cookie jar,” 
said Commissioner David Loftis. “I believe 
stronger language is needed.”

“I wish it had a little more bite to it, 
to show them our feelings,” agreed Com-
missioner Kenneth Parton. 

Recently National Park Service Super-
intendent Cassius Cash attended a board 
meeting to give commissioners an update 
on the GSMNP parking fee program. 
Prior to the presentation, commissioners 
openly expressed their opposition to the 
program to Cash.

“I think Cash felt like he had been 
thrown to the wolves, but that was the only 
opportunity we have had to speak to him 
about the parking fees,” said Parton. “We 
have not had the opportunity to speak.”

Chairman Seagle agreed stating that 
was the first time he had ever meet the 
park superintendent.

Prior to Cash’s presentation on the 
GSMNP parking fees program at the 
prior board meeting, each commissioner 
was given the opportunity to voice their 
concerns The entire board is against the 
program and specifically wants an exemp-
tion to the required parking pass for all 

Swain County residents.
The Eastern Band of  the Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI) are exempt from paying the 
parking fees if  their visit to the park is for 
traditional reasons. While the commissioners 
agree that the EBCI should be given this ex-
emption, they feel the same privilege should 
be extended to all Swain County residents. 

According to Cash in all parks all native 
indigenous tribes get entrance free passes to 
go into national parks for traditional pur-
poses. He pointed out that if  these same 
citizens are visiting the park for recreations 
purposes, they would be required to purchase 
a parking pass.

“If  you can exclude one group because 
of  practices in the past why can’t you exclude 
everyone that considers it their sanctuary,” 
Commissioners Phillip Carson told Cash. “If  
you are going to exempt them, you should 
give that same exemption to all the residents 
of  Swain County.”

The park will issue special use permits at 
no cost for Decoration Days, family reunions 
for descendants across the park and cemetery 
visits. Decoration Day permit holders will 
be exempt from the parking tag require-
ment for the duration of  the permit. Each 
cemetery visit is unique, and park staff  will 
work directly with descendants to coordinate 
special access.

As stated in the resolution, Swain 
County is home to upwards of  42 percent 
of  the total park acreage. The history and 
culture of  the GSMNP is an integral and 
important part of  the history and culture of  
Swain County, and its residents have a deep 
connection with the history and culture of  
the GSMNP. 

Many Swain County residents are de-
scendants of  the original inhabitants of  the 
land, and many people of  Swain County have 
ancestors buried within the boundaries of  

the park. In the Swain County 
area of  the park there are 1,100 
grave sites, including 27 graves 
of  veterans, in 21 cemeteries.

“The Swain County Com-
mission has a genuine concern 
that the imposition of  the park-
ing fees may hinder the use of  
the park access by Swain County 
families joining together in the 
GSMNP to strengthen familial 
bonds, reflect on the history 
and culture of  their ancestors, 
fish, and enjoy nature,” states 
the resolution.

The park was established 
as a fee-free park, and it was 
understood by those that gave 

up their lands to create the park that there 
would never be a charge to enter the park. 
Commissioners believe that the proposed 
parking fee represents “a clear attempt to 
circumvent the historical understanding and 
agreements for a fee-free park and would be 
a significant blow to the public’s trust.”

Parking tags will be required for back-
country campers, hikers, picnic pavilion res-
ervation holders and concession customers. 
Three duration parking tags will be available 
for purchase for all vehicle sizes and types – 
daily $5.00, weekly $15.00 or annual $40.00.

Parking tags will not be required for 
motorists passing through the area or who 
park for less than 15 minutes or while parked 
at their designated campsite in a park camp-
ground. Vehicles with a handicap license plate 
or placard do not need a parking tag. 

The GSMNP is annually one of  the 
most visited national parks ranking as the 
second most visited park in the country with 
14.1 million visitors. Over the last decade, 
GSMNP visitation has skyrocketed by over 
57 percent. In 2021, the GSMNP set a new 
visitation record for the park.

However, the Smokies’ operational 
budget hasn’t seen similar growth, and the 
increase in park visitors has begun to take its 
toll with wear and tear on aging facilities and 
undue strain on the park’s limited staff. The 
parking fees are expected to generate around 
$14 million in revenue to help with the many 
needs of  the GSMNP.

One hundred percent of  the money gen-
erated from the new Park It Forward Program 
will stay in the Smokies. The money will di-
rectly support operational costs for managing 
and improving services for visitors including 
trail maintenance, custodial services, and trash 
removal. The program will also support more 
education programs, emergency responders 
and law enforcement staff  across the park.

GSM ‘Park it Forward’ program is now in effect
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THE POOL IS OPEN
Rec Pool Hours 

EXTENDED
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 

3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. 
Adult Swim: Mon.-Wed. 11a-
3:30p and Thurs. and Fri., 11a-
2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-9:45a 
and Sat. 10-11a. Water Aerobics: 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 828-526-1595.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want 
to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands 

fraom 5-6:30 pm at the Hudson 
Library. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still 
uncomfortable with in-person 

tivities, contact Hudson Library 
at 828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club meets in 
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 
a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/909 
Chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9am and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10amWe invite ALL 
Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior 
Lunches noon in the meeting 
room. For any other information 
call Lester Norris or Maxine Ra-
mey at 828-526-3556.

Through May 31
• The Fontana Regional Li-

brary system, including Hudson 
Library in Highlands, is starting 
an Active Audio Challenge that 
will run from March 1st through 
May 31st. Participants who lis-
ten to 25 hours of audiobooks, 
while being active, will receive a 
prize. Some examples of activity 
include walking, running, garden-
ing, cooking, cleaning, and much 
more. Participants will be feed-
ing both the body and mind with 
this Challenge.  To register for 
the Challenge, come by Hudson 
Library and pick up the logbook 
used to record entries. For more 
information or to request an ac-
commodation, please call the li-
brary at 828-526-3031. 

Fri.-Sat., March 17 - 18
• Celebrate St. Paddy’s 

Day, including Irish dishes in 
Madison’s Restaurant and Irish 
pints & cocktails in Humming-
bird Lounge. Complimentary 
Irish festivities in Hummingbird 
Lounge for guests and the public 
include: • The “Battle of the Bar-
rels” Scotch, Bourbon, and Japa-
nese and Irish Whiskey Tasting 
Friday and Saturday from 4 - 5 
pm • Irish Hors D’oeuvres Fri-
day and Saturday Evenings from 
5:30 - 7 pm • Irish After-Dinner 
Sweets Friday and Saturday Eve-

•HigHlanDs area eVents•
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednes-
day 6:45-7:45. For more informa-
tion, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, 
The class is led by Cathy Hodg-
son. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 
8-9a. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with 

Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-
tion class with different types of 
exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information

First Wednesdays
Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is hosting 
an educational series on adult 
mental health, at 11:00 AM. This 
series is aimed particularly at 
older adults and will focus on 
mental health issues of particular 
interest to them. The February 
1 program is PTSD: Healing the 
Emotional Wound. 

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in High-
lands from 5:30-6:30pm. No reg-
istration required – just show up 
and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 
828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix of 
martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft 
activities.For more information 
about any of these summer ac-

gatherings may participate via 
Zoom meetings held on the sec-
ond or third Tuesday of each 
month at 3pm. Members receive 
weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will as-
semble. For more information 
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10-11am. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and out-
side. 10am-1pm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a 
game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.

nings from 10 - 11 pm. Over-
night Guests at Old Edwards 
Inn: let the shenanigans begin 
and chase your pot o’ gold at 
the Irish Coffee Making Experi-
ence Saturday at 11 am. Book 
overnight stays at https://www.
oldedwardshospitality.com/
old-edwards-inn-spa#/booking/
step-1 

Fri., March 17
• The 2023 Macon County 

Republican Party Convention 
and Precinct Meetings will be 
held Friday, at the Smoky Moun-
tain Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in Franklin. All Macon 
County voters registered Re-
publican as of January 31, 2023, 
are invited to participate. There 
will be a reception for Cen-
tury Club members at 5 p.m., 
delegate registration opens at 
5:30 and closes at 6:30 when 
the convention opens. The busi-
ness of the convention includes 
the election of officers for pre-
cincts and for the county GOP, 
and voting for the Plan of Or-
ganization, which is posted on 
macongop.com. There will be a 
merchandise clearance sale and 
opportunity to meet candidates. 
maconrepublicans@gmail.com. 

• BINGO at the Highlands 
Community Building from 6:30-
8:30 pm Each game card can be 
purchased for $1. This is a cash 
only event. Highlands PTO will 
also have food, popcorn, a can-
dy table, and 50/50 raffles. The 
50/50 raffles are experiences 
around town including golf at 
private country clubs, gift cards 
at local restaurants/stores and 
many more. Don’t miss out this 
St. Patrick’s day for a chance to 
win cash and raise money for 
Highlands School students & 
teachers! This event is spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of 
Highlands and is licensed by the 
State of North Carolina.

Sat., March 18
• The Met Live at PAC at 

noon. Discussion at 11:30a for 
Lohengri. Sopranos Tamara Wil-
son and Elena Stikhina, as the 
virtuous duchess Elsa, falsely 
accused of murder, go head-to-
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head with soprano Christine Goerke 
as the cunning sorceress Ortrud, who 
seeks to lay her low. Bass-baritone Evg-
eny Nikitin is Ortrud’s power-hungry 
husband, Telramund, and bass Gunther 
Groissbock is King Heinrich. 

Sat.-Sun., March 18-19
• Julia Tatum Banner of Delta Grind 

Grits and Half-Mile Farm Chef Jason Tar-
do will present a Shrimp & Grits expe-
rience with a special tasting and hosted 
Social Hour including complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres. Breakfast each day will 
feature Delta Grind’s delicious products. 
Social Hour Saturday from 5-6 pm fea-
turing grits from Julia’s Delta Grind, in 
Water Valley, Mississippi, with compli-
mentary hors d’oeuvres and live music 
from 5 - 8 pm. Craft beverages avail-
able from the J. Henry Farmhouse Tav-
ern. Breakfast Saturday & Sunday from 
8-10:30 am prepared by Half-Mile Farm 
Chef Jason Tardo, featuring Delta Grind’s 
delicious, 100% natural, stone ground 
grits with Julia on hand to mingle. Grits 
Tasting and Presentation Saturday from 
4-5 pm Julia’s famous Shrimp & Grits in 
the Woodland View Room. Vegetarian 
options are available. Hosted events are 
for Half-Mile Farm guests only.Book your 
stay at https://www.oldedwardshospital-
ity.com/half-mile-farm#/booking/step-1

Fri., March 24
• At PAC, Rhythm of the Dance. For 

tickets, email highlandspacnc@gmail.com
• Join us at HMH on Friday, 8:30-

10:30 pm for a Salon Series featuring 
Daniel Tashian, arguably one of the most 
dynamic singer-songwriters in the world. 
A native of Nashville, he has spent his ca-
reer in Music City honing his craft with 
the best of the best, writing and produc-
ing for a long list of impressive artists. 
Tickets are $25.

Sun., March 26
• Bowl for Kid’s Sake from either 

11a-1p or 1-3p local churches and civic 
groups can have fun while also support-
ing Big Brothers Big Sisters. The event 
for Jackson, Macon and Swain counties 
is at the Galaxy Lanes in Sylva. 

Wed., March 29
• To commemorate the 50th an-

niversary of the Vietnam war the local 
American Legion Post will hold an event 
recognizing this milestone on March 29 
in Highlands. Details will be published 
in the local newspapers, the Post 370 
Facebook and webpage http://www.
amerlegionpost370nc.org/. Area Vietnam 

veterans and veteran’s families interested 
in adding their names to the list of other 
local Vietnam veterans can email their 
service information to ncpost370@gmail.
com or mail that information to American 
Legion Post 370, PO Box 406, Highlands.

Fri., March 31 
• Community Coffee with the Mayor 

at Hudson Library at 11a in the Hudson 
Library Meeting Room. Mayor Taylor will 
be joined by Macon County Commis-
sioner Gary Shields and County Manager 
Derek Roland, to discuss the proposed 
new Franklin high school and other coun-
ty is-sues. 

Fri.-Sun., April 7-9
• At Half-Mile Farm an Easter Cel-

ebration and Hosted Weekend at Half-
Mile Farm with Chef Craig Richards. Stay 
at Half-Mile Farm for a grown-up Easter 
weekend. The Weekends Events: Friday, 
Fresh Pasta demo and tasting with Execu-
tive Chef Craig Richards in the Woodland 
View Room from 5-6  pm during Social 
Hour with additional complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres and live music until 8 pm. 
Craft beverages are available from the J. 
Henry Farmhouse Tavern. Saturday, Spe-
cial Breakfast Creations from 8-10:30 
am. Social Hour from 5-6 pm will feature 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres, and live 
music from 5-8 pm. Craft beverages are 
available from the J. Henry Farmhouse 
Tavern. Grown-up Easter Egg Hunt (out-
side weather permitting) from 4-6 pm 
with prizes including J. Henry Farmhouse 
Tavern cocktails Half-Mile Farm merchan-
dise, an overnight stay, and more! Hosted 
events are for Half-Mile Farm guests only. 
To book your stay https://www.olded-
wardshospitality.com/half-mile-farm#/
booking/step-1

Thurs., April 20
• OEI’s Orchard Serioes. 6 - 8 pm 

Celebrate the beauty of springtime in 
Highlands with the return of the live con-
cert series - Orchard Sessions. Settle into 
comfortable seating and relax under heir-
loom apple trees as a stellar lineup of mu-
sicians fill the mountain air. In the magical 
surroundings of The Orchard, enjoy light 
bites, a cash bar, and an enchanting eve-
ning. The sessions kick off Thursday with 
the return of Atlanta native Mike Kinne-
brew. The Orchard Sessions are held at 
The Farm at Old Edwards at 336 Arnold 
Road in Highlands. Tickets are $40. Book 
Online: https://www.simpletix.com/e/
mike-kinnebrew-orchard-sessions-at-the-
far-tickets-124433 

Fri. - Sun., May 5 - 7
• At Half-Mile Farm, live fire cooking 

with Old Edwards Executive Chef Chris 
Huerta & Half-Mile Farm Chef Jason 
Tardo featuring locally grown Providence 
Farmstead protein. Social Hour Friday 
and Saturday evenings from 5-6 pm with 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres and live 
music from 5-8 pm. Craft beverages also 
are available from the J. Henry Farm-
house Tavern.years in California, raising 
their family, and developing a nationally 
recognized Jersey Dairy, the couple has 
turned their compass back East towards 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Hosted events 
are for Half-Mile Farm guests only. To at-
tend these complimentary events at Half-
Mile Farm from May 5-7, book your stay 
today. Book Online:  https://www.olded-
wardshospitality.com/half-mile-farm#/
booking/step-1 

Sun., May 14
• At PAC, Steep Canyon Rangers. For 

tickets, email highlandspacnc@gmail.com.
Wed., May 17

• At Acorn’s a book signing from 
2-4 pm, with Chef Steven Satterfield of 
Miller Union in Atlanta who will be sign-
ing copies of his book, “Root to Leaf: A 
Southern Chef Cooks Through the Sea-
sons.”

Thurs., May 18
• At OEI’s The Farm from 6-9 PM, 

James Beard Foundation award-winning 
Chef Steven Satterfield of Miller Union 
in Atlanta. Indulge in a multi-course 
menu of the season’s most delicious 
flavors from Old Edwards gardens and 
greenhouses, accompanied by delecta-
ble wine pairings, during this enchanting 
evening at The Farm with a cocktail re-
ception in The Orchard. You’ll love these 
special recipes from Satterfield’s wildly 
successful first cookbook “Root to 
Leaf: A Southern Chef Cooks Through 
the Seasons” (featured on CBS This 
Morning). $185 per person, plus tax 
and gratuity. Book Online: https://www.
simpletix.com/e/chef-steven-satterfield-
dinner-tickets-123309

•HigHlanDs area eVents•

Fri.-Sun., May 5-7, At Half-Mile Farm, live fire cooking with Old Edwards Executive Chef 
Chris Huerta & Half-Mile Farm Chef Jason Tardo featuring locally grown Providence Farm-
stead protein. Social Hour Friday and Saturday evenings from 5 - 6 pm with complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres and live music from 5 - 8 pm. Craft beverages also are available from the J. 
Henry Farmhouse Tavern.years in California, raising their family, and developing a nationally 
recognized Jersey Dairy, the couple has turned their compass back East towards the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Hosted events are for Half-Mile Farm guests only. To attend these com-
plimentary events at Half-Mile Farm from May 5 - 7, book your stay today. Book Online:  
https://www.oldedwardshospitality.com/half-mile-farm#/booking/step-1 

Cuisine delights at OEI’s Half-Mile Farm
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

We are taking a little time off after an awesome 2022 ... 
thanks to you, our customers! We will be closed through 

mid-April when we will reopen. See you then!

F R I D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y  
1 0 A M - 2 P M

A L L  P R O C E E D S  G O  T O  O U T R E A C H

 S P R I N G  C L E A R A N C E !

NOW
 W

ITH 

2  LOCATIONS!  

94 US HWY 64W    |    1846 HWY 107N
828-226-2588

• See RETREAT page 15

...RETREAT continued from page 1
enue is at $4,573,622.90 which is 
$133,499.10 more than compared 
to February 2022.

Town Manager Josh Ward 
opened by discussing the capital 
projects completed so far FY ’22-
’23, projects in the pipeline and 
projects slated for FY ’23-’24.

Each department head pre-
sented a list of  needs including 
“must haves” and “would love to 
haves.”

All of  this will be discussed 
over the next several months until 
it is whittled down and the budget 
for ’23-’24 is finalized. 

Meanwhile, there were four 
requests for action as soon as 
possible from Highlands Fire & 
Rescue, the Highlands Historical 
Society, the ABC Store and the 
Mirror Lake Improvement (Res-
toration) Association.

Highlands Fire & Rescue
HF&R Chief  Ryan Gearhart 

said the department is ready to 
hire six full-time, paid employees.

“This is the next step for us,” 
said Gearhart. “We would like to 
hire three firefighter officers and 
three firefighters. It will cost just 
shy of  $600,000 to fund six paid 
guys.”

According to Town Manager 
Josh Ward, after funding the new 
firehouse and equipment there is 
still enough left to start the full-
time, paid firefighter program. 

“We actually have two years 
worth of  monies to cover this 
while fire tax comes in,” he said. 
“At this point we can start this 
program with just the money we 
have in the bank. At year two, we 
will see if  we need a fire tax in-
crease.”

All over the state, full-time 
firefighters, work shifts – a certain 
amount of  time on and a certain 
amount of  time off.

Ward said they researched a 
number of  surrounding towns to 
see what works best, and decided 
to copy what Cashiers has been 
doing.

“With our call volume, I feel 
like we can do 48 hours on and 96 
hours off  – two days on and four 
days off. Cashiers runs more calls 

than we do and they are operating 
that way and said the love it,” said 
Gearhart.

Gearhart said offering that 
kind of  shift will open up the pool 
of  candidates to beyond Macon 
County and working two days 
leaves four days to do something 
else.

Three full-time firefighters 
would get $41,340 per year based 
on $15 per hour and three officer 
firefighters would get $48,500 per 
year based on $17.60 per hour. 

There will always be a shift 
officer firefighter teamed with a 
firefighter. The shift officer is re-
sponsible for everything that hap-
pens on that shift whether in the 
firehouse or at a fire – operations, 
maintenance, etc.

Officers have to have a mini-
mum of  five years experience plus 

various certifications. A firefighter 
has to have 2-3 years experience.

Highlands Fire & Rescue vol-
unteers will continue as they are – 
responding and training – getting 
$15 per call.

“With full-time paid fire-
fighters on the force, the volun-
teers won’t be responsible for 
cleaning and maintaining and we 
won’t have to have a ‘maintenance 
night’ like we do now,” said Gear-
hart. “The paid firefighters will 
take all that over.”

The board agreed to start 
the hiring process immediately 
instead of  waiting until the next 
fiscal year which begins July 1.

“We have the money; we 
just need a budget amendment to 
start the hiring process. If  they are 
ready to go, let’s go,” said Ward.

Steve Mehder of the ABC Board and Kevin Vinson ABC Store manager 
explain changes to proposed ABC Store plan at the old fire station.

To save money, plans to enclose the “courtyard” area between the two 
sides of the budiilng have been nixed.
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare

A ‘Diva’ A ‘Diva’ 
wearing wearing 
Diva’s!Diva’s!

...RETREAT continued from page 14
The budget amendment will 

be made at the March 16 Town 
Board meeting and the hiring 
process will begin.

Highlands Historical Society
President of  the Highlands 

Historical Society Harry Mc-
Donald came to the meeting in 
hopes of  getting the HHS in the 
budget for FY 23’-’24.

The interior of  the HHS 
exhibit building on N. 4th Street 
next to the Rec Park grounds, 
has undergone huge changes 
while making room for extensive 
exhibits about the people and 
buildings in Highlands since its 
inception.

Maintenance and repairs are 
made with monies raised through 
fundraisers like the Dahlia Festi-
val and donations. The only paid 
person is the docent/bookkeep-
er.

“A significant percentage of  
our budget is for new exhibits 
and maintenance of  the facili-
ties,” said McDonald.

However, the roof  and the 
ceiling is now sagging and en-
gineers working in-kind, have 
determined that more than tem-
porary steps need to be taken to 
make sure the building is stable 
and the exhibits and archives 
stored within are safe.

“An early estimate is $20,000 
for the project but we are asking 
for a $10,000 grant to cover half  
the expense for the repairs,” said 
McDonald. “We are not asking 
for this grant for operations or 
entertainment. This is a one-time 
grant for a capital expenditure 
to house the town of  Highlands 
historical archives.”

McDonald didn’t get an OK 
from the board but Commis-
sioner Brian Stielher suggested 
requesting funding from the 
Chamber of  Commerce/Visitor 
Center since it has millions in 
room tax proceeds at its disposal 
– some of  which it gives to area 
nonprofits.

ABC Store 
Steve Mehder, president 

of  the ABC Board and Kevin 
Vinson, manager of  the store, 

returned to the Town Board to 
discuss their plans to move the 
ABC Store to the old fire station 
on Oak Street.

At the February Town Board 
meeting they presented plans for 
the move. They returned to dis-
cuss changes and to get permis-
sion to move ahead.

Taking over the old fire sta-
tion would mean about twice the 
square footage they have now in 
Highlands Plaza and not paying 
rent would mean at least $400,000  
a year to the town.

Mehder said over the years, 
with the permission from the 
town, the ABC Board has been 
saving money to accommodate 
future needs and the future is now.

With their rent set to double 
this summer, and no extra space 
for inventory or storage, the 
board is anxious to get the go-
ahead from the town.

“We are hoping to exit in a 
timely basis,” said Mehder.

At the February meeting, 
Mehder presented plans which in-
cluded enclosing the “courtyard” 
space between the two sides of  
the existing building. However, to 
cut costs, the board has decided 
to keep that as it is now – know-
ing that it could be enclosed later 
if  necessary. .

“We have backed off  on en-
closing the courtyard as part of  
the building which will save us 
$300,000-$500,000 because it will 
reduce our costs in terms of  the 
roof  structure.”

The initial estimate to reno-
vate the fire station to accommo-
date the ABC Store is about $1 
million much of  which Mehder 
said they have been able to “squir-
rel away” over the years. 

“We have $830,000 squir-
reled away in our building fund,” 
said Vinson.

“Within two years we will be 
able to generate $400,000 a year 
or greater back to the town. In-
stead of  us reserving the profits 
like in the recent past, we will be 
able to turn over money to the 
town to use,” he said.

More distributable income to 
the town’s scholarship fund, gen-

eral fund and recreation dept. fund. 
Other disbursements mandated by 
the state are to law enforcement 
and drug and alcohol rehabilitation.  

“Those are set in stone by the 
state, and they come off  the net 
profits,” said Vinson. “But now 
there will be more to give to the 
town.”

Commissioners asked them to 
return to the March 16 Town Board 
meeting with revised plans now 
that they don’t intend to enclose the 
“courtyard” area.

Mirror Lake Restoration Project
Pat Gleeson, president of  the 

Mirror Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation spoke to the board about 
the Mirror Lake Restoration Proj-
ect which involves dredging the 
70-year-old lake in phases -- not to 
return it to its former glory, but to 
keep it from becoming a marsh.

In just a year, donations from 
the Highlands community and the 
residents of  Mirror Lake, Mirror-
mont, Cullasaja Heights, Dobson 

• See RETREAT  page 16
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...RETREAT continued from page 15

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

bobhenritze@gmail.com 
www.firewoodcompany.net

828.200.3050

Ridge, River Lakes and more, 
enough has been raised to com-
plete Phase 1 of  a three-phase 
plan which will cost between 
$400,000 and $500,000.

“Our three-phase dredging 
plan starts with phase one which 
is 250 yards upstream from the 
bridge and 250 yards downstream 
from the bridge and deepen-
ing those sections of  water 8-10 
feet,” said Gleeson. 

Phase 2 widens and deepens 
the two channels that flow out of  
Mill Creek around the large island 
that has formed over the years 
due to sediment for a cost of  $2-
$2.5 million.

Phase 3 picks up upstream 
of  the Phase 1 all the way to 
Big Pine Acres and downstream 
around the bend down toward 
the dam.

“So, if  you add all those 
numbers together that’s $4 or $5 
million to complete all three phas-
es,” said Gleeson.

The importance to save Mir-
ror Lake has been a 3 ½ year com-
mitment.

“I actually believe our collec-
tive efforts to save Mirror Lake is 
really more about preserving and 
protecting the Highlands water-
shed and the quality of  drinking 
water that has become synony-
mous with living in Highlands,” 
Gleeson said, “Not to mention the 
recreation and natural resource as-
sets of  saving the lake.”

With close to a half  a million 
dollars in hand, the Mirror Lake 
Restoration Project has hired Ri-
versand as its dredging partner. 
Within 60-90 days Riversand will 
have secured the dredging permit 
and work on Phase 1 can begin, 
said Gleeson. Bryson Dredging 
will haul the material to wherever 
it can be deposited, which is being 
investigated now.

“The Phase 1 goal has been 
reached, but the overall goal is 
much larger than Phase 1,” he 

said.
According to Mayor Pat Tay-

lor and Gleeson, after meeting 
with them, Senator Kevin Corbin 
and Representative Karl Gillespie 
have indicated there is some mo-
mentum with the state to partici-
pate financially.

State monies would be given 
to the town and the town would 
pay the bills associated with the 
Mirror Lake Restoration Project.

“I am optimistic that the state 
is going to come through with 
some contribution to this proj-
ect,” said Mayor Taylor. “They did 

dredge Lake Junaluska – so that’s a 
model we are following.”

Gleeson asked that the town 
ato consider putting a line item 
in its budget for Mirror Lake be-
cause maintenance – cleaning out 
of  sediment traps – will be needed 
annually which he thinks can been 
done for $50,000-$75,000 a year.

Meanwhile to reach the $5 
million goal to complete all three 
phases, Gleeson suggested a 
$250,000 line item in the town’s 
budget for Mirror Lake restora-
tion. 

Mayor Taylor said he believes 

the town needs to be a significant 
partner in the restoration of  Mir-
ror Lake.

“We have talked about this 
for years, but no one came up 
with the money. I think we are 
making progress in preserving 
Mirror Lake and not letting it turn 
into a marsh,” he said. 

Last Thursday was the first 
of  several upcoming FY ’23-’24 
budget meetings and everyone’s 
wish list will be considered in the 
process.

- Kim Lewicki

Phase one which is 250 yards upstream from the bridge and 250 yards downstream from the bridge and deepening 
those sections of water 8-10 feet.

Phase 3 picks up upstream of the Phase 1 all the way to Big Pine Acres and downstream around the bend down 
toward the dam
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•HigHlanDs scHool soccer•

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News 

Highlands varsity girls soc-
cer team kicked off  their season 
last week on the road and lost 
a tough game to Rabun Gap 
Nacoochee with a final of  2-1. 
Highlands Gabby Diaz scored 
midway through the first half, 
but the Lady Eagles responded 
by scoring two goals of  their 
own that remained unanswered. 
Highlands game on Tuesday 
against Hayesville was post-
poned and will be rescheduled.

Highlands loses 
season opener 
to Rabun Gap

Highlands Caroline sends the ball with a free kick on the road against Rabun 
Gap on March 8.

Highlands Abbie Doerter maintains control of the ball under pressure by 
Rabun Gap.

Highlands Claire Worley tracks the ball before heading it down the field.

Highlands Mac Woods clears the 
ball out of the danger zone.

Highlands Gabby Diaz battles Rabun Gap’s defense near the Lady Eagles’ 
goal.

Highlands Goalie Oliva Cole 
makes one of many saves against 
Rabun Gap on March 8.

Right: Highlands Nicole Taylor works for posi-
tion against Rabun Gap.

Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•sPiritually sPeaking•

Jesus gives us the Great Commandment: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind, and 
love your neighbor as yourself. 
All we need is love, right? What the world needs now – 

what the world has always needed – is love. Here’s the good 
news! We don’t need to go in search of  it. We don’t need to 
produce it out of  thin air. We have it eternally, now and for-
ever, given without limit by our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
If  love is from God, then love is the most powerful force in 
the world…in the universe!

At the end of  2022, I got to thinking: what if  our con-
gregation spent a year thinking about, praying about, talking 
about, living in love? What could happen if  we spent a year fo-
cused on love? Would we start to notice more evidence of  love 
all around us? Would we begin to listen for messages of  love 
more closely? Would we get more and more used to spreading 
love through acts of  charity and generosity? Would we experi-
ence love more deeply? More readily? If  we spent our time 
together immersed in the subject of  love, would we find our-
selves less disenchanted with life’s irritations, less stressed, and 
less prone to bicker or complain? If  we focused on love, would 
we find our lives filled with less hate?

I decided it was worth a try.
So 2023 is the year of  love at First Presbyterian in High-

lands. We’ve started by working on our spiritual disciplines: 
the ways we put our faith, and thus our love, in practice. For 
example, we worship, pray, study, serve, live generously, fast, 
and break bread together. In each of  these practices, we grow 
in and show our love of  God, our neighbors, and ourselves. 
During this season of  Lent, we are focusing on the practice of  
forgiveness. It’s a challenging Christian practice, to be sure. But 
forgiveness and love go hand in hand. Forgiveness of  our sins 
is one of  the most profound and humbling ways God shows 
love for us. We are called to do the same.

In the months to come, we will study the characteristics 
of  love, also known as the fruits of  the Spirit: peace, joy, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. We’ll 
learn from some of  the great lovers in the Bible (Jesus, of  
course, but also Mary and Paul and Peter, too). We’ll talk to-
gether about those times when love is hard – when love comes 
at a cost, when we disagree with the ones we love, when love 
stretches us out of  our comfort zones.

In the Gospel of  John, Jesus says, “As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If  you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete. This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:9-12)

I have so much hope for this year as we seek to abide 
in love. So much joy, too. I can’t think of  anything the world 
needs more!

All we need is 
love

Pastor, Emily Wilmarth
First Presbyterian Church
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police en-

tries from March 7. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, 
issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials 
have been used. 

March 11
• At 4:30 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident at Oak Street and US 64 
west, where a car was flipped on 
its roof due to the driver driving 
while impaired.

• At 5:20 p.m., Erika Michel 
Deleon, 27, of Franklin, was ar-
rested for DWI at the site of a 
motor vehicle accident at Oak 
Street and US 64 west. She was 
issued a $800 secured bond. Her 
trial date is May 10.

March 12
• At 1:50 a.m., officers were 

called to the High Dive on Caro-
lina Way regarding disorderly 
conduct where someone was 
fighting.

• At 2 a.m., Dennis Ronald 
Allen, 71, of Highlands, was ar-
rested for disorderly conduct.. 

March 13
• At 11 a.m., officers investi-

gated a report of larceny of tools 
valued at over $1,000 from a 
construction site on Lower Lake 
Road.

• At 2:21 p.m., officers inves-
tigated a report of larceny from 

...HPD continued from page 1

•business/organization news•
a construction site on Split Rail 
row where a closed utility trailer 
was taken.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from March 7.

March 7
• At 5:32 p.m. the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on N. 4th Street.

March 8
• At 8:48 a.m., the dept. in-

vestigated the source of smoke 
a location on Clear Creek Road.

• At 2:09 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Church Street.

March 9
• At 2:32 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a
March 11
• At 4:27 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident at US 64 west and Oak 
Street.

March 12
• 10:13 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided mutual aid to Cashier FD.
• At 4: 42 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident at Village Walk.

March 13
• At 10:08 a.m., the dept. 

was first-responders at a resi-
dence on Keener Road.

At 1:37 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

Mary Adair Trumbly was the 
featured speaker last Tuesday at 
the meeting of the Rotary Club 
of Highlands. Mary Adair is the 
Executive Director of the High-
lands Preforming Arts Center, and 
she took the opportunity of her 
presentation to say goodbye to the 
outgoing Audience Services Man-
ager, Gardner Davis and introduce 
to us his replacement, Lee Treva-
than. She brought us up to date on 
some improvements taking place 
in the Martin Lipscomb section of 
PAC and give an overview of the 
upcoming season at PAC. Highlands 
is very fortunate to have a facility 
of the caliper of PAC and the level 
of talent she has been able to bring 
Highlands through PAC.

From left: Gardner Davis, PAC Audio Services, Mary Adair Trumbly, PAC Ex-
ecutive Director, Lee Trevathan, incoming Audio Services and Chris Wilkes, 
President of Rotary.

On Tuesday, March 7th the Rotary 
Club of Highlands sponsored the 
Highlands community dinner. The 
photo shows Rotary members 
lined up behind a table ready to 
serve guests young and old.

Rotarians serve 
it up at 

Community 
Dinner

Rotarians Bert McCall and Sherry Holt on the job.

Lower Lake Road.
An enclosed utility trailer 

with construction tools was stolen 
from Split Rail Row in Highlands 
during the week of  March 6, 2023. 
The trailer was located on a prop-
erty off  Whiteside Cove Road, On 
Monday, March 13, 2023; howev-
er, the equipment was not located.

If  you see anything suspi-
cious in your neighborhoods, 
please contact our agency. We 
urge you to be diligent in securing 

your homes and property. If  you 
can put up cameras, please con-
sider installing camera systems. 

We are working leads; how-
ever, if  you have any information, 
please get in touch with Chief  
Andrea Holland or Sgt Detective 
Tim Broughton with the High-
lands Police Department at 828-
526-9431. Any information may 
help bring the individuals who are 
responsible to justice.

Law Enforcement Agencies increasing 
patrols for week of St. Patrick’s Day

Editor’s note: During the 
same week last year, there were 225 
alcohol-related crashes resulting in 11 
deaths. The original version of  this re-
lease incorrectly reported those numbers. 
Below is the same release with the cor-
rected fourth paragraph.

RALEIGH – On the eve of  
St. Patrick’s Day, state officials are 
reminding people to never drink 
and drive. 

From March 13-19, law en-
forcement agencies statewide will 
increase patrols to keep impaired 
drivers off  the roads during the 
St. Patrick’s Day “Booze It & 
Lose It” enforcement campaign.

“St. Patrick’s Day is well es-
tablished as a time for celebration, 
but people should do so respon-

sibly,” said Mark Ezzell, director 
of  the N.C. Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program. “Never get behind 
the wheel if  you’ve been drinking 
alcohol. Drinking and driving can 
be deadly. Have a plan to get home 
safely so you don’t risk seriously in-
juring or killing yourself  or some-
one else.”

During last year’s weeklong 
observation of  St. Patrick’s Day, 
225 alcohol-related crashes result-
ing in 11 deaths occurred on North 
Carolina roads.

“The most tragic thing about 
these deaths is that all of  them 
could have been prevented and 
their impacts avoided, if  people 
would just do their parts by plan-

ning ahead and ensuring they 
celebrate this St. Patrick’s Day 
responsibly,” said Colonel Freddy 
Johnson, Jr., commander of  the 
North Carolina State Highway 
Patrol.

Increased enforcement dur-
ing specific campaign periods 
year-round is a key part of  making 
North Carolina roads safer.

If  you drink and need a ride 
home, call a friend, take public 
transit or call a cab. All are better 
options than getting behind the 
wheel after you’ve been drinking. 
For more safe driving tips, visit 
ncghsp.org or follow NCGHSP 
on Facebook, Twitter or Insta-
gram. 
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137
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•classiFieDs•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

LOST
LOST JAN. 29, 2920 - 2 gold bangle 

bracelets - one thin and one wider. Reward of-
fered. Contact Carol Haughes at 706-982-2658. 

FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY OWNER. new 2-story 

house with 2 bed/2 1/2 baths. Office with sepa-
rate entrance. 3.14 acres. Beautifully developed 
land. Big garage. Shed. Paved road. Cul-de-sac. 
Email brainrenew99@icloud.com. (st.2/9) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES  at Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature 
luxury resort. Call for more information. 828-
421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 
AC AND 1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD 
FOREST; close in with easy walk to Highlands 
and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved roads, 
sewer permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each;  
contact SFviewlots@gmail.com

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN 
CAR. Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 
for details. (st. 11/3) 

FOR LEASE
FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE 

FOR RENT, $3,500/mth on Lake Glenville 
with views and access. New Renovation, AC, 

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
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•classiFieDs•
...LIBRARY continued from page 10

Long term 3-6 mo, Couple pre-
ferred, off Rt 107, 10 min to Ca-
shiers, private lane, avail Spring 
thru Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-
0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKE-
FRONT COTTAGE 
AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one 
bedroom, one bath. Easy access 
from Highlands Road in Franklin. 
Ideal corporate or seasonal rental 
between Highlands and Franklin. 
Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 
or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com 
(st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
MASSAGE THERAPIST/ 

ESTETICIAN wanted at Taylor 
Spa. Full- or Part-Time.  Contact 
Sharon at 828-526-4192. (st. 3/16)

HOTWIRE COMUNICA-
TIONS IS HIRING! LOCAL 
Highlands opportunities. FULL-
TIME, year-round, customer fac-
ing, Field Service Technicians & 
Fiber Splicer jobs available. Excel-
lent pay & benefits. Forward your 
resume to samantha.baker@
hotwirecommunication.com. (st. 
9/15)

SWEETREATS AND 
HIGHLANDS DELI IS UN-
DER NEW MANAGEMENT 
and is hiring full and part time 
staff for the season. Competitive 
starting wage, great tips, and rea-
sonable hours (not too early, not 
too late). Pick up an application in 
store at 115 S. 4th Street or apply 
on Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 
5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, 
Small Assisted Living Facility cur-
rently hiring CNAs and Dietary 
Staff. Flexible Schedule, Com-
petitive Pay, Great Atmosphere. 

Call 828-526-5251 or stop by 
for an application.You may apply 
in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by 
email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
ABOVE AND BEYOND 

CLEANING – Fully insured. Serv-
ing Franklin & Highlands. Call Debi 
Roland or Robin Spivey at 828-371-
8367 or 828-371-2408. Seeking new 
clients! (st. 3/16)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. 
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600 (3/30)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Specializing 
in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ 
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Con-
truction – Remodels, Additions, 
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, 
Painting. Insured. 828-200-4071. 
(6/29) 

N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

vide public library service to 
the residents of  said counties 
by unifying the administration 
of  the participating libraries, 
providing professional library 
specialists, cooperating in the 
selection of  books and other 
materials, and crossing county 
lines for the benefit of  all; 
this collaboration provides 
opportunities for service and 
resource allocations otherwise 
beyond the financial a n d ser-
vice capacities of  the individu-
al county governments and libraries.”

The contract defines the relationship 
between the participating counties and the 
library system stating that all real property 
such as buildings, grounds, and other fa-
cilities of  each library shall be acquired and 
owned by the respective counties while all 
other property such as library materials, 
technology, furnishings, and books, are 
owned by Fontana Regional Library, with an 
exception for the Hudson Library in High-
lands, which calls for joint ownership of  
materials within the library. 

Gaston also said he wouldn’t want Ma-
con County residents to have to pay to build 
a new library in Swain County. 

While Gaston presented that example 
during public comment period Tuesday 
night, the regional agreement specifically 
states that individual counties are respon-
sible for their own buildings – and the re-
gional system only shares resources such as 
books and personnel. 

For instance, Macon County is in the 
middle of  building a new library for the 
Nantahala Community and those funds are 
specifically from Macon County, not the re-
gional system.

 Commissioner Danny Antoine, who 
serves as the liaison to the library addressed 
those in attendance Tuesday night to say 

that he is “100% on board” 
with pulling out of  the Fon-
tana Regional System, howev-
er, he acknowledged that it will 
be a difficult, lengthy process. 

Antoine said his basis for 
wanting to move forward with 
pulling out of  the regional sys-
tem is due to concerns over 
the types of  books in the li-
brary’s catalog that he person-
ally deems inappropriate. He 
specifically referenced a book 
mentioned during public com-

ment period that is available in the Macon 
County Public Library’s teen’s section, which 
is identified as being for teens 14 to 18 years 
old, Antoine said teens shouldn’t have access 
to those materials. 

Antoine accused the library system of  
having an “agenda” that involves the sexual-
ization of  children. 

“I am working really hard on this, espe-
cially for the kids because it is disgraceful that 
you would have pornographic books with 
kids and you have people defending a posi-
tion saying that that is ok for a child to read,” 
said Antoine. “Just understand my heart, and 
I know these gentlemen [other commission-
ers] are definitely on board with the fact that 
these books are completely unacceptable to 
kids and the fact that the Fontana Regional 
System won’t work with us, even in terms of  
separating them to make it an adult section, 
so kids can’t access it... that tells me you have 
an agenda. It is not even about these books, 
it is more about an agenda and that they are 
trying to hyper-sexualize kids, that is a per-
verted situation.” 

Since all of  this was conducted dur-
ing the public comment period of  the MC 
Board of  Commissioner meeting Tuesday 
night, no action was taken.

Commissioner Antoine said this was a 
complex issue and will take time to work out.

It was a full house Tuesday at the Fontana Regional Library meeting at Hudson Library.

Commissioner Antoine at 
Tuesday’s meeting at the 
Hudson Library.
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Offered for 
$3,999,999

191 N Hollow, Cashiers
In GlenCove

(membership is not required)

16 Acres with
Waterfall, Stream, 

Trout Pond and Barn 
(Horses Allowed)

Andrea Gabbard

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Closed 
Wednesday 

and for 
dinner on 

Sunday
11a-3:30p &

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

NOW OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Opening Fri-Sat.
March 24 & 25


