
FREE Every Thursday

Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.comVolume 20, Number 12  Thurs., March 23, 2023

•Inside This Issue•
Mayor on Duty .................. 					   2
Hic’s View........................... 					   2
Weather............................... 					   2
Investing at 4118 Ft........... 				    4
Dining................................. 				    6
Obituaries........................... 					   7

Letter................................... 					   8
Ink Tip................................ 			 	   10
Events.................................. 				   12
Spiritually Speaking........... 				   18
Police & Fire Reports........ 				  19 
Classifieds........................... 				   21

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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MC residents urge commissioners to 
reconsider canceling HS project

By Brittney Lofthouse
When the Macon County 

Board of  Commissioners voted 
to cancel an active contract for 

the design concepts for renova-
tions at Highlands School that had 
already been fully budgeted for 
and funding allocated, they did not 

just halt plans for two new pre-k 
classrooms. Their vote also can-
celled the designs for the needed 

By Brittney Lofthouse
Citizens of  Macon County 

stacked the public comment period 
of  the Macon County Board of  
Commissioners last week to voice 
their anger surrounding the recent 
reappraisal process. 

In January, Macon County 
Tax Administrator Abby Bras-
well presented to commissioners 
that after the completion of  the 
2023 reappraisal, the total taxable 
property value in Macon County 
is $12.6 billion, nearly a $5 billion 
increase over 2022. 

The increase in total taxable 
property values is a result of  the 
property revaluation process, 
which all counties in North Caro-
lina are required to undergo every 
8 years. 

According to North Carolina 
General Statute, every county must 
revalue all property (land and 
buildings) to its current market 

Govenor’s 
signature is 
last step for

Medicaid 
Expansion

By Brittney Lofthouse
North Carolina is one sig-

nature away from no longer be-
ing on the list of  a handful of  
states that have rejected Medicaid 
Expansion under the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Expansion cleared the 
NC House of  Representatives 
Wednesday afternoon in a con-
currence vote, sending the bill to 
Governor Roy Cooper’s desk for 
his signature before becoming of-
ficial.

In a near unanimous vote, 
House Bill 76 passed the NC Sen-
ate last week – with an amend-
ment to the bill in the Senate, 
House leaders had to take up 
the bill on a concurrence vote, 

Citizens rail 
about tax 
appraisals

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Members of  the community 
gathered to recognize the 30th 

anniversary of  the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital on March 15.

HCH CEO Tom Neal spoke 
about how far healthcare has come 

on the Plateau since the first hospi-
tal was created in downtown High-
lands at the Peggy Crosby Center 

H-C Hospital celebrates 30th anniversary
Community hears stories of H-C Hospital’s emergency move from the Peggy Crosby Center to the current campus 
30 years ago due to the Blizzard of ‘93.						           - Photos by Brian O’Shea
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•Hic’s View• •Mayor on Duty•
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•Weather•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

At last Thursday’s meet-
ing, the Highlands 
Town Board approved 

a number of  items that will now 
move forward. Let me review 
several major decisions that 
were made.

First, the board approved 
the new leases for the HAM 
Radio and WHLC antenna lo-
cated on the town’s Big Bear 
Pen Tower.  These leases will 
now be published in the news-
paper during a 30-day period 
before the final lease can be 
signed.

Second, the board approved the place-
ment of  the Highlands Greenway new 
way-finding signage throughout town.  The 
greenway directions will be placed on 5” x 
5” posts at the height of  four feet. These 
signposts, a long-awaited improvement, will 
help folks better find and navigate the gre-
enway.  

After signage was approved, I encour-
aged the greenway board to ask the county 
to provide funding for future improve-
ments.  The county commission has on 
several occasions provided funding for the 
greenway in Franklin, but never have they 

provided funding for the High-
lands Greenway.  There needs 
to be equitable support for our 
greenway since Highlanders 
represent a major portion of  
the county tax base.

The board also approved 
$5,500 to survey the portion 
of  the proposed NC 106 side-
walk that would be located on 
the Shelby Place Homeowners’ 
property. The homeowners are 
requesting a specific location 
for the walkway in order to 
make a final decision. The sur-

vey is an important step in the town secur-
ing an easement and building the sidewalk.

Final approval was given to the ABC 
Board to begin the conversion of  the old 
fire station to a new ABC Store facility.  The 
ABC Store is a state-controlled operation 
owned by the Town of  Highlands. In ac-
cordance with state statutes, the town board 
appoints a five-member ABC Board that is 
in charge of  the total store operations. In 
North Carolina, ABC stores sell all spirited 
alcohol (liquor) in a designated service area, 
i.e., The Highlands Township.  Bars and res-
taurants have to purchase liquor from the 
Highlands ABC Store. Both these compo-
nents will be enhanced at this new facility.

The ABC Board has retained substan-
tial funds to make the conversion and begin 
operations at the new location in a short pe-
riod of  time. This new facility will generate 
several hundred thousand dollars yearly in 
additional town revenue.

The board also approved several bud-
get amendments. Fifty thousand dollars was 
approved for an extensive study of  our elec-
trical grid. A similar study of  over $200,000 
was approved to evaluate the condition of  
critical points in our main sewer lines.  Giv-
en the recent sewer line failure, this study 
hopes to identify any additional problems.

Finally, the town staff  and the fire 
chief  were given the go-ahead to begin 
staffing the fire department with full-time 
personnel.  This staffing can be accom-
plished without raising the fire tax at this 
time or in the near future.  Also, approved 
was the immediate hiring of  additional sea-
soned electrical linemen.   The new linemen 
will replace a number of  veteran linemen 
who will be retiring.

Town Board roundup
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at THE FARM 

teventeven

atterfieldatterfield

THURSDAY, MAY 18

Dinner and  live music
Chef of the award-winning 

Atlanta restaurant Miller Union , Steven 
Satterfield has enchanted diners with 
his vegetable dishes, capturing the 
essence of fresh produce through a 

simple, yet elegant cooking style.

buy tickets
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022 

(HCBOR) 
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

16 ACRES with WATERFALL, STREAM , TROUT POND 
AND BARN (Horses Allowed)

191 N. Hollow, Cashiers 
In GlenCove - membership not required 

Offered for $3,999,999

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Need a Reason to Invest in Real Estate? 
Here are 10 

Have you been consider-
ing if  it’s the right time 
to be investing in real 

estate?  
1. Potential for long-

term appreciation and value 
growth  

Have you appreciated your 
home’s appreciation? Depend-
ing on the latest tax appraisal of  
your property, you may be elated 
to find how much your proper-
ty’s value has changed in the last 
four years. With the tidal wave 
of  sales in the last three years, 
we should have seen it coming.  

 2. Passive income through rental 
properties  

Whether you are buying a home to use 
as a short-term, vacation, or long-term rent-
al, you must understand that buying a home 
with the expectation that it will pay for itself  
is a 99.9% false hope. 

Yes, you can make money, but if  you 
have a mortgage, HOA dues or rental re-
strictions and home management fees, you 
will net less. Throw in the known monthly 
expenses such as utility bills, internet, lawn 
care, gas or oil, and pest control, and well, 
you get the picture. 

Two other large annual expenses are 
your home insurance and property taxes. 

The good part about renting your 
home long-term is that the main expenses 
you will have are your insurance, taxes and 
any HOA fees. You can structure your rental 
base to help make sure those are covered by 
your expected rental proceeds. The renter is 
responsible for all utilities and the exterior. 
They should get renter’s insurance if  they 
have their personal property in your home. 

The bad side: you don’t get to use your 
home. (Of  course, we can handle that. Buy 
another home for you to use. Wink. Wink.)

Short-term Rentals have been under 
fire all over the country as if  they’re a bad 
thing. They aren’t. If  you go to a family re-
union where there’s a huge spread of  food 
and you get food poisoning, it doesn’t mean 
all family reunions are bad. It means that at 
least one person who did their food prepa-
ration didn’t follow the guidelines for ensur-
ing their dish would withstand hours with-
out refrigeration. It’s the same with STRs. 

They aren’t ALL a bad thing. Look for 

the ones who have been man-
aged properly, following the 
guidelines. Even though a rental 
home probably will not pay for 
itself, you will receive income 
and at the end of  the day, you 
still own the property. It’s like 
having your cake and eating it, 
too.  

3. Diversification of  
assets beyond traditional 
stocks and bonds  

Stocks and bonds are way 
out of  my wheelhouse, but I’m 
pretty sure the Easter Bunny is 

the only one who believes you should put 
all your eggs in one basket. According to 
Investopedia, comparing stocks and bonds 
to real estate is like comparing apples to 
oranges, but “investing in real estate is an 
ideal way to diversify your investment port-
folio, reduce risks, and maximize returns.”      

 4. Ability to leverage investments 
with mortgages and other financing op-
tions  

We learned a lot from the 2008 hous-
ing crisis, and some learned the hard way. 
The adage, “If  it sounds too good to be 
true, it usually is,” comes to mind. Another 
one is “Never bite off  more than you can 
chew.” Listen to lenders, but get a second 
opinion. There are so many options. 30 
year? 15 year? Seller financing? 1031 Ex-
change?

5. Tax benefits, including deduc-
tions for mortgage interest and prop-
erty taxes  

If  you own a second home, you prob-
ably have an accountant on speed dial. 
There are many situations that will work to 
your benefit, but one size may not fit all. 
One of  the best tax deductions is the in-
terest you pay on your mortgage, for your 
primary OR second home.  

6. Inflation protection through 
rental income and property value in-
creases  

We are not in a housing bubble. 2008 
should never happen again. Could there be 
short sales? Yes, but we shouldn’t see a re-
peat. Real estate is not liquid and the days 
on the market may be longer.  

7. Potential for improvement and 
renovation of  properties to increase 
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Completely remodeled, breathtaking home on the Cullasaja River with  
a two-bedroom guest house and views of your own personal waterfall, 
nestled on 19 acres less than two miles from Main Street! Open floor 
plan that features a spacious living room with a floor-to-ceiling rock 
fireplace and large windows that offer stunning views of the waterfall. 
The modern kitchen boasts high-end appliances, custom cabinetry, 
and a massive quartz island. Enjoy dinner parties in front of the river 
rock fireplace in the dining area that also offers easy access to the deck 
if you want to entertain al fresco. Don’t miss this legacy property!

6
BR

6
BA

1
HBA

HIGHLANDS
MLS# 101606 | $8,300,000

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 
MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

TOP 1/2 of 1%: The Michaud/Rauers Group

BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty ranks in the TOP 3 SMALL OFFICES in the 
entire U.S. Southeast region

TOP 2%:
4 Agents

TOP 6%:
3 Agents

TOP 10%:
3 Agents

TOP 16%:
2 Agents

If you want an award-winning real estate 
experience, list with an award-winning 
agency.
Out of a global network of 55,000+ agents, our agents earned the following 
awards in 2022:
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•Highlands Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9:30a-4p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

SERVING EASTER BRUNCH
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Serving Easter Brunch
beginning at 11:30 am 

with last seating at 2 pm



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Opening
 Fri. & Sat. 

March
24-25

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 23, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

 Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 5p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

•Obituaries• 

Frederick Bryan Runken, 72, of  Scaly 
Mountain, passed away Monday, March 13, 
2023.  He was born June 16, 1950 in Darm-
stadt, Germany to the late Roy and Johanna 
Becker Runken.  He owned and operated 
Scaly Mountain Builders, he loved motor-
cycles, camping, RVing, jewelry making and 
woodworking.

He is survived by his children, Leslie 
Dryman (Stacey) of  Scaly Mtn., NC, Man-
dy  Barnes (Richard) of  Dillard, GA, Lori 
Brooks (Ross) of  Myrtle Beach, SC, Charles 
Robinson and Kendra Johnson both of  
Scaly Mtn., NC;  grandchildren, Christopher 
Barnes, Bryant Barnes, Kelli Barnes, Carol 
Barnes, John Barnes, Danielle Reese, Ethan 

Crisp, Caleb Moore, John Brooks, Payton 
Robinson, Karalee Robinson, Susan John-
son and Kenneth Robinson; brothers, Jef-
frey Runken (Michaelle) of  Franklin, NC 
and Michael Chris Runken (Becki) of  Ra-
leigh and Highlands, NC, and his former 
wife, Karen Runken of  Florida.

A Celebration of  Life Service will be 
held Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 2pm at the 
Scaly Mountain Fire Department. The fam-
ily will receive friends following the service.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving 
the Runken family. 

Online condolences may be made at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Frederick Bryan Runken

Thomas Dallis Champion, Jr. passed 
away Friday, March 17, 2023 after cardiac ar-
rest just 3 weeks prior to his 85th birthday.

Born in Elberton, GA and raised mostly 
in Atlanta, he graduated from North Fulton 
High School. He was a true Buckhead Boy 
and celebrated with friends every year of  his 
life in the Buckhead Boys Club. Dallis gradu-
ated from the University of  Georgia where he 
was a member of  SAE fraternity. He began 
a successful career in Commercial Real Es-
tate and later Residential Development with 
Champion Realty Co. in Georgia and Florida. 
He joined Capital City Club in 1962 and en-
joyed 61 years of  friendships and playing golf  
with close friends who called themselves The 
Traveling Golf  Association or “The TGA.” There would 
be many years of  golf  here and abroad which led most of  

them to discover Highlands, NC. 
Dallis was a longtime member of  High-

lands Country Club and played golf  up until 
his death.  He enjoyed many years with his 
family on Lake Lanier and as an avid snow 
skier, took frequent family trips out West. 
He also enjoyed hunting and fishing with his 
grandsons. 

Dallis will always be remembered for 
his quick wit, innate Southern charm, love 
for his wife and family and the UGA Bull-
dogs.

He was preceded in death by his parents 
Dorothy Hill Champion and Thomas Dallis 
Champion, Sr and son Scott H. Champion.

Dallis is survived by his wife of  almost 
50 years Dot (Dottie), daughters Carol Champion Turner 
(Mark), Leigh Champion, Tammy Hodges and son Tom 
Champion (Angie); brother Hill Champion (Donna) and 
sister Mary Merritt (Johnny); grandsons Peyton Turner, 
Will Turner and Chase Champion; granddaughters Dallis 
Mason, Savanah Champion and Ashley Capps; great grand-
daughters MacKenzie Lowry and Addelyn Champion.

There will be a Celebration of  Life on Saturday, April 
8, 2023 at 2pm at the Sky Valley Community Bible Church 
at 696 Sky Valley Way, #447, Sky Valley, GA 30537

Thomas Dallis Champion, Jr.

Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from 

everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on 
Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every 
Thursday AM

For advertising information, email
highlandeditor@aol.com or 

call 828-200-1371
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

TERESA SEAY  BROKER
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning
real estate experience?

Use an award-winning 
real estate expert.
Teresa ranks in the TOP 2%

of 55,000+ BHHS global network agents!

...PROJECT continued from page 1

Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from 

everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click 
on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every 
Thursday AM

•Letter• 

Dear Editor,
The folks who were raised in Highlands 

and many long term seasonal residents re-
member the fun filled days they once spent 
on or in Mirror Lake.

Over the years they have observed with 
sadness the toll that time and neglect have 
taken on their lake.

Mountains erode slowly over time re-
sulting in siltation. That’s a fact of  nature. 
With development and the resulting land 
disturbance caused by it siltation increases 
exponentially.

Highlands has seen more than its share 
of  development over the past few decades. 
Modern building techniques have made the 
unbuildable lot the perfect location for a 
home that captures the view of  our amaz-
ing plateau.

More dense development has meant 
that more silt has found  its way into our 
streams and rivers.

That is not to say all development is 
bad but it does come at a cost that has been 
ignored.

In our area much of  that cost has been 
borne by Mirror Lake. Today there are few 
fish in the lake or in the river leading to it 
because it has become too shallow. So much 
so that there are islands popping up near the 
bridge.

Over the last twenty-five years  former 
mayor, Buck Trott, and others attempted 
to call attention to the problems of  Mir-
ror Lake and to raise the money to address 
them. Sadly none of  those attempts gained 
financial traction.

Help us save Mirror Lake!
Those who love mirror lake or simply 

understand its importance to the Town are 
understandably reluctant to support yet an-
other movement to Save Mirror Lake.

What’s different this time? Money, lead-
ership and a plan of  action.  

This time the movement was primed 
by the generous $100,000 donation to MIR-
ROR LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSN 
(MLIA) from seasonal Mirror Lake resident 
Lou Pollack. With that amount in hand, Pat 
Gleason, president of  MLIA, moved for-
ward to interview and retain a professional 
dredging company which is handling the 
necessary permits so that work can com-
mence and silt removal actually start.  In 
addition, MLIA has already collected nearly 
a half  million dollars for the project from 
individuals and has grant requests before the 
Town of  Highlands and the State of  North 

Carolina for much more. The responses 
to those grant requests have been very en-
couraging.

Please do not assume from all this 
good news that your contribution is un-
necessary because others will pay for the 
entire project. Every dollar raised expands 
what can and will be done. More silt re-
moved equals more depth for aquatic life, 
more distance for canoeing up the Culla-
saja River.

Mirror Lake’s restoration needs your 
involvement. Contact MLIA today to learn 
more or to contribute to the dredging fund: 
Mirror Lake Improvement Association, 
P.O. Box 606, Highlands, NC 28741 

Mike King
VP MILA
Highlands

upgrades to the media center as well as ren-
ovations for the school’s Career Technical 
Education (CTE) classes. 

During the March meeting of  the 
Macon County Board of  Commissioners, 
residents addressed the board during public 
comment period, expressing their frustra-
tion with the board for cancelling the proj-
ect and urging commissioners to reconsider. 

What has been continuously referred 
to as the “Highlands Pre-K Project” during 
public meetings, resulting in both opposi-
tion and support being focused on the need 
for pre-k classes to serve the Highlands area, 
was actually much more than that. 

In fact, the two pre-k classrooms was 
a side project to other high priority needs 
within the aging school facility. 

The renovations at Highlands School 
encompassed 12,000 sf  within the main 
school building to expand the school’s me-
dia center and to renovate and reconfigure 
labs and classrooms to accommodate en-
hanced CTE/PBL (Project Based Learning) 
labs for students, while also accommodating 
the needed new pre-k classrooms. 

The main building renovations, which 
has remained and continues to remain a top 
priority for the Macon County Board of  Ed-
ucation, despite county leaders claiming oth-
erwise, was estimated to cost around $3.5 
million with just a fraction, about $300,000, 
of  the overall project being estimated for 
the pre-k portion. 

The two largest ticket items included 

in the main building renovation was the 
3,160 sf  renovation/expansion of  the 
media center — estimated to cost around 
$549,220 and lab space configuration for a 
computer lab and other classrooms at just 
shy of  $600,000. The other items included 
in the estimated $3.5 million project that 
was stopped by commissioners last week 
included $19,000 for an outdoor reading 
area for the media center, $40,000 for an 
outdoor classroom at the CTE lab area, 
$60,000 to replace the boiler burners and 
$53,000 to cover the walkway between the 
main Highlands School building and the 
middle school wing. 

However, despite approving the 
contract with LS3P for the design work 
on November 8, 2022 in the amount of  
$329,255 and allocating funding for the 
work, the Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners canceled the contract, costing 
taxpayers $35,262.40.

Jerry Moore, of  Highlands, addressed 
the board during public comment period 
and said he would like to hear from the 
county about what commissioners think 
the county can afford in terms of  capitol 
projects within the school system. 

Referencing other emergency needs 
such as leaking sewer and dangerous sports 
facilities, Moore said those, too, were pri-
oritized like the Highlands School Project, 
however the county essentially cut off  
funding consideration at the school reno-

• See PROJECT page 16
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UNR I VA L ED

295 Comanche Road
Cullowhee, NC 28723 | $1,399,000 | MLS #101603 
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828-507-3156

160 Deer Run Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $799,000 | MLS #101481 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

purchase tickets

  Mike 
Kinnebrew

with

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

at THE FARM   

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
ALL ABOUT BOOKS

I stumbled across author 
Elly Griffiths years ago 
and read quite a few of  

her Ruth Galloway books. 
Ruth is a forensic archaeolo-
gist who teaches and works 
on digs around England—
some locally and some a bit 
farther afield. Why I haven’t 
kept up with the series is a 
mystery to me as I never fail 
to enjoy them. The first book, “The Cross-
ing Places,” won the Mary Higgins Clark 
Award, and there are 14 more to read after 
that.  

Somehow, I managed to get hooked on 
her standalone novels too, and in the same 
month, I read one Ruth Galloway novel and 
one standalone.

 A Dying Fall
In Book V, Ruth travels to Lancashire 

to investigate the find of  an old university 
friend. He died shortly after writing her 
about his discovery.

I couldn’t put this one down because 
it concerns Arthurian legend. I always 
get hooked on books about the legendary 
king. Who knew that the Raven King was 
an ancient name for King Arthur? Given 
how many books I’ve read about him, I was 
surprised and delighted to learn something 
new. 

Did Ruth’s friend find the remains of  
King Arthur? What happened to the bones 
he unearthed? As is the case in any good 
series, the relationships among the ongo-
ing cast of  characters are as important as 
the mystery. Ruth is a single mother who’s 
trying to juggle a new romantic relationship, 
the presence of  her little girl’s father, and 
her job. 

If  you haven’t read the series, I suggest 
you start with Book I so you can more eas-
ily follow the ups and downs of  Ruth’s per-
sonal and professional life.

Bleeding Heart Yard
The main character in this book, billed 

as a thriller, is DI Harbinder Kaur. She has 

Two novels by Elly Griffiths
appeared in two previous 
Elly Griffiths books, though 
the three are not described 
as a series. Still, it’s interest-
ing to follow Harbinder’s 
career progression from a 
post in Shoreham to a posi-
tion as a DI in the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
of  the Metropolitan Police. 
For the first time, she has a 

team to manage, and she’s only just arrived 
in London when she has a murder to inves-
tigate—a high-profile murder of  an MP.

This one kept me guessing. The mur-
der takes place at a school reunion, and 
another death, one that happened nearly 
twenty years ago, keeps coming up. At the 
time, it was deemed a drug-related suicide, 
and the friends of  that earlier victim are 
still haunted by it. When Harbinder arrives 
on the scene, she finds that her detective 
sergeant, Cassie Fitzgerald is one of  the at-
tendees. Is that a pro or a con? Will Cassie 
help the investigation or hinder it? 

The deceased MP and Cassie Fitzger-
ald are both part of  a group of  close-knit 
friends, or at least they were close when 
the first death occurred. The relationships 
have shifted over twenty years. In alter-
nating chapters, Harbinder, Cassie, and 
Anna—another classmate—share the nar-
rative. The shifting perspectives set up a 
well-plotted whodunit with plenty of  red 
herrings. 

“Bleeding Heart Yard” is an Amazon 
Editor’s Pick, and I can see why.  I’m hop-
ing the author has another Harbinder Kaur 
book planned. Meanwhile, I’ve reserved 
the next Ruth Galloway at the library.

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies at Shakespeare &  Company in Highlands, 
Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Ama-
zon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, 
and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/
KathyManosPennAuthor/. 
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Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... on the street or on 

the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every 

Thursday AM
For advertising information, email

highlandeditor@aol.com or call 
828-200-1371

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at  Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team traveled to Asheville
By Coach Steve Hott

On Saturday and Sunday March 18 and 
19, 25 swimmers of  the Highlands Hurri-
canes Swim Team traveled to the Asheville 
Jewish Community Center (AJCC) for the 
Post Purim Palooza.

With 119 PRs (Personal Records) the 
Hurricanes finished 2nd to AJCC -- 1745.5 
to 1735 -- and well ahead of  Waynesville’s 
SMAC (Smoky Mountain Aquatics Club) 
score of  647.5.

Paolo McRae, Chase Kenter, and An-
ton Halldin all qualified for the 2023 Jr. 
Olympics to be held in Des Moines, Iowa 
this summer. They join Finneaus Garner, 
Aniah McKim, Dasha Halldin, and Corena 
Dearth on the national team who have pre-
viously qualified for the 2023 JOs.

Garner broke the 2017 team record in 
the boys 50-yard freestyle with 23.50.

Kenter and both broke the 2019 team 
record in the boys 200-yd backstroke.  
Kenter retains the record by winning the 
race in 2:28.36.

Alyse Remery broke the 2019 team re-
cord in the girls 200 backstroke with a time 
of  3:00.22.

High scorer for Highlands was Aniah 
McKim with 170 pts. and 5 first place and 
2 second place finishes  Garner scored 162 
(3 firsts and 2 seconds), Kenter 159 (2 firsts 
and 4 seconds), and Dasha Halldin 150 (3 
firsts, 2 seconds), Paolo McRae brought 
home 145 (2 seconds, 1 third), Justin Pow-

ell 129.5 (1 first, 1 second),  Remery 122 (2 
thirds) and Ian Batista 116.5 (1 second, 1 
third), Ivan Shchelgachov scored 114.5 (2 
firsts, 1 second), Elizabeth Burnette 93 (1 
second), Corena Dearth 63, Max Jestin 55, 
and Charlie Hinton 49 (1 first, 1 third).

Anton Halldin brought home 47 (1 
third place finish), Alex Petric 45.5, Penel-
ope McRae 33, and Bella Batista 29.  Jayce 
Powell scored 18, Wylie Hinton 13, sister 
AnnMarie Hinton 11, and Annabelle Sear-
les 7.  Bo Curcuru brought home 2 pts, and 
Morgan Mason 1. Also swimming for the 
Hurricanes were John Bradshaw Spencer 

and 6-year-old Stefan Halldin.
The Hurricanes Jack Sumner, and Aja 

Garner were out sick and Ben Halldin was 
out due to injury. They were all 3 sorely 
missed.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team 
is a Highlands Recreation Park Team that 
practices in the evenings at the Highlands 
Recreation Park Pool.  The only require-
ment to join is that a prospective swimmer 
must be able to swim 25 yards (one length 
of  the Recreation Park Pool) unassisted. 
For more information, please call Steve 
Hott, Head Coach at 828.421.4121.
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THE POOL IS OPEN
• Public Swim: Mon.-

Wed. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 
1-6p. Adult Swim: Mon.-Wed. 
11a-3:30p and Thurs. and Fri., 
11a-2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 
6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. Wa-
ter Aerobics: Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 
828-526-1595.

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, 
Sat, & Sun

• Alcoholics Anonymous: 
“Open Meetings” are for any-
one who thinks they may have a 
drinking problem or for anyone 
interested in the A.A. program 
of  recovery. Highlands Moun-
tain View Group holds open 
meetings in Highlands at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 
PM and Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon. The Cashiers Val-

Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at 5:30. A combina-
tion class with different types of  
exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information

First Wednesdays
Hudson Library, in part-

nership with VAYA Health, is 
hosting an educational series on 
adult mental health, at 11:00 AM. 
This series is aimed particularly 
at older adults and will focus on 
mental health issues of  particular 
interest to them. The February 1 
program is PTSD: Healing the 
Emotional Wound. 

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in High-
lands from 5:30-6:30pm. No reg-
istration required – just show up 
and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 
828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. 

An exhilarating and fun mix of  
martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids 
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide 
variety of  STEAM, nature, and 
craft activities.For more infor-
mation about any of  these sum-
mer activities, contact Hudson 
Library at 828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club meets in 
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 
a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/909 
Chapel. We serve breakfast at 
9am and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10amWe invite ALL Vet-
erans to attend. Contact Ed Mc-

•Highlands Area Events•
• Indivisible Highlands 

fraom 5-6:30 pm at the Hudson 
Library. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still un-
comfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or 
third Tuesday of  each month at 
3pm. Members receive weekly 
notification regarding when and 
how the group will assemble. For 
more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-

9:15am. Aim for strong, lean 
muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years 

plus 10-11am. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and out-
side. 10am-1pm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a 
game of  Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about 
movement. 5:30-6:30pm and 
Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more 
information, call Anna 267-825-
0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, 
The class is led by Cathy Hodg-
son. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rog-
ers 8-9a. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with 

Gay Chalpin from 4:30-5:30p. 

ley Group holds open meetings 
at the Albert Carlton Cashiers 
Community Library Tuesday at 7 
PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, 
and Saturday at 9 AM.  A ZOOM 
meeting is available Wednes-
day at 7PM (ID# 921 817 2966, 
password CVG2020). For more 
information, please visit www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of  AA 24/7 at 828-349-
4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of  PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded 
in the 1800s that provides grants 
and loans to women with finan-
cial need who want to return to 
school or further their education 
meets at 10 a.m. More meeting 
places call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays

Closkey, Commander for any 
information @828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior 
Lunches noon in the meeting 
room. For any other informa-
tion call Lester Norris or Max-
ine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Through May 31
• The Fontana Regional Li-

brary system, including Hudson 
Library in Highlands, is starting 
an Active Audio Challenge that 
will run from March 1st through 
May 31st. Participants who lis-
ten to 25 hours of  audiobooks, 
while being active, will receive a 
prize. Some examples of  activity 
include walking, running, gar-
dening, cooking, cleaning, and 
much more. Participants will be 
feeding both the body and mind 
with this Challenge. To regis-
ter for the Challenge, come by 
Hudson Library and pick up the 
logbook used to record entries. 
For more information or to re-
quest an accommodation, please 
call the library at 828-526-3031. 

• At PAC, Rhythm of  the 
Dance. For tickets, email high-
landspacnc@gmail.com

• Join us at HMH on Friday, 
8:30-10:30 pm for a Salon Series 
featuring Daniel Tashian, argu-
ably one of  the most dynamic 
singer-songwriters in the world. 
A native of  Nashville, he has 
spent his career in Music City 
honing his craft with the best of  
the best, writing and producing 
for a long list of  impressive art-
ists. Tickets are $25.

Sun., March 26
• Bowl for Kid’s Sake from 

either 11a-1p or 1-3p local 
churches and civic groups can 
have fun while also supporting 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. The 
event for Jackson, Macon and 
Swain counties is at the Galaxy 
Lanes in Sylva. 

Wed., March 29
• The Highlands American 

Legion Post 370 will conduct a 
commemorative service honor-
ing Plateau Vietnam Era veter-
ans on March 29 at 10 AM at 

Spring is in the air! The Highlands Botanical Garden is waking up, 
and with it, an abundance of wildflowers is beginning to display. Join 
the Highlands Nature Center for an easy stroll through the Botani-
cal Garden each Wednesday & Saturday this April between 4 and 5 
PM to explore what spring ephemerals are blooming. Along the way, 
you’ll learn tips for identifying them and a little about their unique 
characteristics. These programs are free and open to the public, no 
registration is necessary.  For more information, visit highlandsbiologi-
cal.org. The Highlands Nature Center & Botanical Garden is part of 
the Highlands Biological Station, a multi-campus center of Western 
Carolina University.

- Photo by Dylan Lytle

April wildflower walks at the 
Nature Center
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• See EVENTS page 14

the Highlands Community Building on 
Highway 64 next to the town baseball 
field. Veterans families, friends, and the 
public is invited to attend as a symbolic 
way of  saying thank you for your service 
to all those that served during the Viet-
nam War.. The Vietnam War 50th An-
niversary ceremony will include remarks 
by Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor an Army 
Vietnam Veteran, American Legion Post 
370 Commander Ed McCloskey U.S. 
Marines, Vice Commander Paul Schow-
alter Air Force Vietnam Veteran, Chap-
lain and Army Vietnam Veteran Zach 
Claxton , Post Sergeant at Arms Bob 
Trevathan Air Force Vietnam Veteran, 
Linda Edwards Army Nurse and Viet-
nam Veteran, and Post Adjutant Ken 
Knight, Navy Vietnam Veteran. Vice 
commander Paul Schowalter will invite 
every Vietnam veteran to step forward 
to receive a Vietnam Service Ribbon as 
a token of  thanks from our Highlands 
American Legion Post 370. Follow-
ing the ribbon presentation veterans 
will be offered an opportunity to say a 
few words and present their name and 
branch of  service

Fri., March 31 
• Community Coffee with the 

Mayor at Hudson Library at 11a in the 
Hudson Library Meeting Room. Mayor 
Taylor will discuss Highlands Budget 
Priorities for this coming Year

Wed. & Sun. in April
• Spring is in the air! The Highlands 

Botanical Garden is waking up, and with 
it, an abundance of  wildflowers is begin-
ning to display. Join the Highlands Na-
ture Center for an easy stroll through 
the Botanical Garden each Wednesday 
& Saturday this April between 4 and 5 

PM to explore what spring ephemer-
als are blooming. Along the way, you’ll 
learn tips for identifying them and a little 
about their unique characteristics. These 
programs are free and open to the pub-
lic, no registration is necessary. For more 
information, visit highlandsbiological.org. 
The Highlands Nature Center & Botani-
cal Garden is part of  the Highlands Bio-
logical Station, a multi-campus center of  
Western Carolina University.

Sat., April 1
• Students from Rabun Gap-Nac-

coohee School invite you to join them 
for a 5K Fun Run fundraiser, Saturday at 
9AM. All of  the profits will benefit un-
derserved women in the community by 
putting together care packages. Planned 
by Leela Chrestman, Juniper Sperry, 
Mary Travis Boswell, and Ava Klapdohr.  
For more information, email lchrest-
man@rabungap.org.

Fri.-Sun., April 7-9
• At Half-Mile Farm an Easter Cel-

ebration and Hosted Weekend at Half-
Mile Farm with Chef  Craig Richards. Stay 
at Half-Mile Farm for a grown-up Easter 
weekend. The Weekends Events: Friday, 
Fresh Pasta demo and tasting with Execu-
tive Chef  Craig Richards in the Woodland 
View Room from 5-6 pm during Social 
Hour with additional complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and live music until 8 pm. Craft 
beverages are available from the J. Hen-
ry Farmhouse Tavern. Saturday, Special 
Breakfast Creations from 8-10:30 am. So-
cial Hour from 5-6 pm will feature com-
plimentary hors d’oeuvres, and live music 
from 5-8 pm. Craft beverages are avail-
able from the J. Henry Farmhouse Tav-
ern. Grown-up Easter Egg Hunt (outside 

weather permitting) from 4-6 pm with 
prizes including J. Henry Farmhouse Tav-
ern cocktails Half-Mile Farm merchan-
dise, an overnight stay, and more! Hosted 
events are for Half-Mile Farm guests only. 
To book your stay https://www.olded-
wardshospitality.com/half-mile-farm#/
booking/step-1

Sat., April 15
• Plateau Pickup 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Volunteers will begin at Kelsey-Hutchin-
son Founders Park on Pine Street, where 
they will receive their geographic assign-
ment. Groups, individuals, and families 

are welcome! A light breakfast and lunch 
will be provided, and participants will re-
ceive a free t-shirt. Volunteers will also 
receive gloves, pick up tools, safety vests 
and garbage bags. The project includes 
parts of  U.S. 64, N.C. 28, N.C. 106 and 
streets in downtown Highlands. Plateau 
Pickup is part of  Litter Sweep, the N.C. 
Department of  Transportation’s bian-
nual statewide roadside litter removal 
initiative traditionally held the last two 
weeks of  April and September. To par-
ticipate, send an email to events@high-

•Highlands Area Events•

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p

Join us on Thurs., March 23 for 
Don Leon’s 81st Birthday 

Celebration & Grand Opening!
2-6pm

“Build Your Own Gyro” 

Plateau Pick-up is coming up

The annual spring Plateau Pickup 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Volunteers will begin at Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Founders Park on Pine Street, where they will receive their geographic assignment. Groups, 
individuals, and families are welcome!    A light breakfast and lunch will be provided, and partici-
pants will receive a free t-shirt. Volunteers will also receive gloves, pick up tools, safety vests and 
garbage bags.   The project includes parts of  U.S. 64, N.C. 28, N.C. 106 and streets in downtown 
Highlands. Plateau Pickup is part of  Litter Sweep, the N.C. Department of  Transportation’s 
biannual statewide roadside litter removal initiative traditionally held the last two weeks of  April 
and September.   To participate, send an email to events@highlandschamber.org or call 828-526-
2112. 
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

We are taking a little time off after an awesome 2022 ... 
thanks to you, our customers! We will be closed through 

mid-April when we will reopen. See you then!

F R I D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y  
1 0 A M - 2 P M

A L L  P R O C E E D S  G O  T O  O U T R E A C H

 S P R I N G  C L E A R A N C E !

NOW
 W

ITH 

2  LOCATIONS!  

94 US HWY 64W    |    1846 HWY 107N
828-226-2588

...EVENTS continued from page 13
landschamber.org or call 828-
526-2112. 

Thurs., April 20
• OEI’s Orchard Serioes. 6 

- 8 pm Celebrate the beauty of  
springtime in Highlands with the 
return of  the live concert series 
- Orchard Sessions. Settle into 
comfortable seating and relax 
under heirloom apple trees as 
a stellar lineup of  musicians fill 
the mountain air. In the magi-
cal surroundings of  The Or-
chard, enjoy light bites, a cash 
bar, and an enchanting evening. 
The sessions kick off  Thursday 
with the return of  Atlanta native 
Mike Kinnebrew. The Orchard 
Sessions are held at The Farm 
at Old Edwards at 336 Arnold 
Road in Highlands. Tickets are 
$40. Book Online: https://www.
simpletix.com/e/mike-kinne-
brew-orchard-sessions-at-the-
far-tickets-124433 

Fri., April 28 – Sun., April 
30

• Bear Shadow Music Fes-
tival, a weekend of  celebration 
that highlights world-class mu-
sic acts and outdoor experiences 
as we emerge from winter’s hi-
bernation. Brought to you by 

Highlands Festivals, Inc., the 
three-day festival will take place 
at Winfield Farm. Headliners 
include Spoon, The Head and 
The Heart, Jason Isbell and the 
400 Unit. Bear Shadow is a sis-
ter event of  the bespoke High-
lands Food & Wine Festival. For 
more information and tickets, 
visit bearshadownc.com or email 
info@bearshadownc.com.

Fri. - Sun., May 5 - 7
• At Half-Mile Farm, live 

fire cooking with Old Edwards 
Executive Chef  Chris Huerta & 
Half-Mile Farm Chef  Jason Tar-
do featuring locally grown Provi-
dence Farmstead protein. Social 
Hour Friday and Saturday eve-
nings from 5-6 pm with compli-
mentary hors d’oeuvres and live 
music from 5-8 pm. Craft bever-
ages also are available from the J. 
Henry Farmhouse Tavern.years 
in California, raising their family, 
and developing a nationally rec-
ognized Jersey Dairy, the couple 
has turned their compass back 
East towards the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Hosted events are 
for Half-Mile Farm guests only. 
To attend these complimentary 
events at Half-Mile Farm from 

Meander in May is Sat., May 20

“Meander in May,” the free, self-guided arts festival organized by the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC returns Saturday. The 
annual event includes painting, woodworking and ceramics demonstra-
tions along with performances by a myriad of bands and musicians.The 
immersive arts experience begins at 11 a.m. and culminates with a free 
concert by The Boomers in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park from 6 - 8:30 p.m., 
part of the Chamber’s “Saturdays on Pine” Outdoor Concert Series. 

May 5-7, book your stay today. 
Book Online: https://www.old-
edwardshospitality.com/half-
mile-farm#/booking/step-1 

Sun., May 14
• At PAC, Steep Canyon 

Rangers. For tickets, email high-
landspacnc@gmail.com.

Wed., May 17
• At Acorn’s a book signing 

from 2-4 pm, with Chef  Steven 
Satterfield of  Miller Union in 
Atlanta who will be signing cop-
ies of  his book, “Root to Leaf: A 
Southern Chef  Cooks Through 
the Seasons.”

Thurs., May 18
• At OEI’s The Farm from 

6-9 PM, James Beard Founda-
tion award-winning Chef  Ste-
ven Satterfield of  Miller Union 
in Atlanta. Indulge in a multi-
course menu of  the season’s 
most delicious flavors from Old 
Edwards gardens and green-
houses, accompanied by delec-
table wine pairings, during this 
enchanting evening at The Farm 
with a cocktail reception in The 
Orchard. You’ll love these spe-
cial recipes from Satterfield’s 
wildly successful first cookbook 
“Root to Leaf: A Southern Chef  
Cooks Through the Seasons” 
(featured on CBS This Morn-
ing). $185 per person, plus 
tax and gratuity. Book Online: 
https://www.simpletix.com/e/
chef-steven-satterfield-dinner-
tickets-123309

Sat., May 20
• “Meander in May,” the 

free, self-guided arts festival 
organized by the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce/Visit 
Highlands, NC returns Saturday. 
The annual event includes paint-
ing, woodworking and ceramics 
demonstrations along with per-
formances by a myriad of  bands 
and musicians.The immersive 
arts experience begins at 11 a.m. 
and culminates with a free con-
cert by The Boomers in Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park from 6 - 8:30 
p.m., part of  the Chamber’s 
“Saturdays on Pine” Outdoor 
Concert Series. 
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare

A ‘Diva’ A ‘Diva’ 
wearing wearing 
Diva’s!Diva’s!

...HOSPITAL continued from page 1

• See HOSPITAL page 17

•Business/Org News•

From left:Nancy Butler, Becky Byard, Susan Hood, new member, Melllie McHafferty, Paula McDonald, Patty Hutchins, 
Sarah Wallin and Alice Canup.

The Cashiers-Highlands P.E.O. recently initiated another new member and continues to grow. P.E.O. (Philan-
thropic Educational Organization) is an organization formed to strengthen the bond of women and advocate 
for women who do not have opportunities to expand their education. Through its several scholarship programs, 
P.E.O. has impacted the lives of millions of women worldwide.

P.E.O. is growing

in 1951.
He talked about the cou-

rageous efforts of  the hospital 
staff  and community who pulled 
together during the great Bliz-
zard of  ’93 and moved the hos-
pital and all its patients to the 
facility that stands today battling 
6-foot snow drifts and failing 
generators.

Neal said HCH continues 
to add medical services and at-
tract medical professionals to the 
area, some of  which include the 
first surgical services conducted 
last year, cardiological telemedi-
cine, and a CNA training pro-
gram that provides a pathway for 
individuals who are passionate 
about starting their healthcare 
career.  

“Living in a small commu-
nity where everyone knows each 
other makes it personal and chal-
lenging because we have to get 
it right,” said Neal. “Caring and 
compassion are words we live by 
every day.”

HCH Chairman of  the 
Board of  Trustees Peter Pava-
rini said for HCH to continue to 
grow is unique throughout the 
country.

“This hospital is not the 
norm, but more of  an exception,” 
said Pavarini. “Hospitals of  this 
size are closing down all over. Hav-
ing a hospital survive, and most 
importantly thrive, is a testament 
to the generosity and efforts of  a 
community.”

He also applauded the hospi-
tal’s ability to maintain a passionate 
and energetic staff.

“If  we weren’t able to recruit 
and attract quality help, it would 
be an empty building,” said Pava-
rini. “In fact, it’s one of  our big-
gest challenges. But we’re looking 
ahead and working with local edu-
cational institutions encouraging 
young people to pursue a career in 
healthcare.”

Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor 
praised the hospital for its commit-
ment to adding new services and 
attracting qualified faculty.

“At the 50th anniversary, I 
want young people to think why 
would anyone ever think this hos-
pital would close,” said Taylor. “We 
have the energy and commitment 
to move this hospital forward.”

Great Blizzard of  ‘93
The move to the current 

hospital was forced upon hospi-

tal staff  when the Plateau was hit 
with a fierce blizzard in March 
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meaning they voted the bill up or 
down, before the bill could move 
to Governor Cooper’s desk.

“The Senate’s version of  
House Bill 76, “Access to Health-
care Options,” expands Medicaid 
for adults making up to 138% of  
the federal poverty line, which is 
nearly $38,300 for a family of  four. 
This will help end the hidden tax 
that North Carolinians currently 
pay by covering uncompensated 
care in the form of  higher private 
insurance premiums,” according 
to a press release from Senator 
Ralph Hise’s office.

The bulk of  expanding Med-
icaid will be paid for by the federal 
government but North Carolina 
will have to provide some funding 
as well.

“While the federal govern-
ment covers 90% of  the cost of  
expansion, the non-federal share 
in North Carolina will be cov-
ered by an assessment to hospi-
tals. That means instead of  using 

taxpayer funds to cover the 10% 
non-federal share, hospitals will 
pay that portion,” according to the 
press release. “The expanded cov-
erage would not be effective until 
the budget becomes law.”

North Carolina Senator Kev-
in Corbin, who has been a vocal 
advocate for Medicaid Expansion 
since he was first elected to the 
General Assembly as a member 
of  the House of  Representative, 
stood on the Senate floor last week 
in support of  the bill’s passage.

“As I have said a dozen times 
before, the working folks of  our 
state need Medicaid Expansion,” 
said Senator Corbin. “Let me tell 
you about Jim. Jim was the father 
of  three girls, worked every day of  
his life at good paying jobs, $15 an 
hour jobs, but he made too much 
for Medicaid and not enough for 
a subsidy under the affordable 
care act, so he couldn’t get health 
insurance. Today, I am casting my 
vote in support of  House Bill 76 in 

memory of  Jim, who passed away 
from liver cancer.”

The amendment to House 
Bill 76 was agreed on before the 
Senate ever made the amendment 
public, according to a joint press 

release from leaders of  the North 
Carolina Senate and House of  
Representatives earlier this month.

“We reached this deal late last 
night, but put the finishing touches 

on this morning, and felt like we 
needed to go ahead and get it out 
there,” said House Speaker Tim 
Moore (R-Kings Mountain).

While Governor Cooper is 
likely to sign the bill, expansion is 
not a done deal for North Caro-
lina yet … House Bill 76 includes 
a provision that states Medicaid 
will not be expanded unless a state 
budget for the coming biennium 
is passed and enacted. 

Gov. Cooper noted his dis-
agreement with tying expansion 
to a budget shortly after the deal 
was announced.

“Since we all agree this is the 
right thing to do, we should make 
it effective now to make sure we 
leverage the money that will save 
our rural hospitals and invest in 
mental health,” Cooper said in his 
statement about the Medicaid ex-
pansion agreement.

The governor is expected to 
sign the bill on Monday

Sen. Kevin Corbin on the NC Senate floor fighting for Medicaid expansion.
- Photo by Brittney Lofthouse

...PROJECT continued from page 8
vation project without ever giving 
a budgeted or anticipated budget-
ed amount to be available for the 
school system’s needs. 

During a presentation by Ma-
con County Finance Director Lori 
Carpenter during the county’s 
budget kickoff  meeting, she re-
ported that the county is currently 
reporting an excess of  $11.2 mil-
lion collected in revenues com-
pared to the budgeted expendi-
tures. This means the county will 
again have undesignated funds 
at the end of  the fiscal year, that 
could potentially just end up in 
the fund balance, a fund balance 
that is already around 10 percent 
higher than average for North 
Carolina counties. 

The roughly $300,000 that 
was remaining on the LS3P con-
tract for the architectural services 
was reverted back to the county’s 
continuously growing fund bal-
ance. 

Members of  the public noted 
with projected excess funding this 
fiscal year alone, the county could 
fund the Highlands project imme-

diately, with existing funds within 
the county’s fund balance without 
having any impact on the county’s 
financial position. 

Moore also noted Highlands 
residents continue to supply 50% 
of  the county’s property taxes, de-
spite having a fraction of  the resi-
dents. 

“Highlands’ properties gen-
erate approximately 50% or more 
of  the $33,000,000 in property tax 
revenue, but the approximately 
3,500 year-round residents only 
need a small portion of  this rev-
enue to meet their needs,” said 
Moore. 

Commissioner Josh Young 
responded to Moore by pointing 
out that 97 percent of  the county’s 
exiting debt services are associated 
with the school system, with the 
county considering taking on more 
debt with a more than $100 million 
project in the works to construct a 
new Franklin High School. 

Currently, out of  the county’s 
total $28,879,271 in existing school 
debt, roughly $350,000 a year is 
associated with the Highlands 

School, with $150,000 of  that be-
ing paid in full this year and the 
remaining $200,000 debt line item 
being from a joint project involv-
ing Union Academy. 

Annual debt payments for 
Macon County surpassed $1 
million annual in the last budget 
cycle, with about $300,000 of  the 
$1 million coming from NC Edu-
cation Lottery Funds, leaving the 
county to cover the rest. 

A brief  look at loans/debts 
associated with Macon County 
Schools include a $2.6 million loan 
for the Sanders/Owens property 
that was purchased in 2007 to 
construct Mountain View Inter-
mediate (MVI); a $20 million loan 
issued in 2008 to construct MVI 
and the expansion of  East Frank-
lin Elementary; the $12.8 million 
loan to construct Iotla Valley El-
ementary School issued in 2010; 
a $2.92 million loan for a 6-class-
room addition at South Macon 
Elementary issued un 2018; a 
$8.1 million loan for renovations 
to Macon Middle School; a $2 
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Highlander Jerry Moore addresses the commission during the public com-
ment period.
million QZAB loan to renovate 
East Franklin Elementary issued 
in 2007; a $1.8 million QZAB 
loan issued to renovate Nantahala 
School in 2010; a $1.5 million loan 
used to purchase technology for 
Macon County Schools in 2012; 
a $374,000 loan in 2013 used to 
purchase new defibrillators; a $1.5 
million loan issued in 2013 to 
renovate Highlands School; and 
another $2.9 million QZAB loan 
issued in 2015 to renovate both 
Highlands School and Union 
Academy.

The 2013 loan issued for the 
Highlands School renovations 
was issued at zero interest with 
the $1,500,000 scheduled to be 
fully paid during this budget year.

The 2015 QZAB loan that 
was issued in a combined project 
for Union Academy and High-
lands School was issued for a 
term of  15 years at no interest 
— which would have the $2.98 
million loan rolling off  the county 
books in 2030. 

Currently, out of  the coun-
ty’s total $28,879,271 in existing 
school debt, roughly $200,000 a 
year is associated with the High-
lands School, and even that debt 
line item is from a joint project 

involving Union Academy. 
Commissioner Young said 

when looking at the overall needs 
of  the entire school system as well 
as other county department needs, 
commissioners are tasked with 
balancing it all. 

“Someone has to be the 
bad parent,” said Commissioner 
Young. “Highlands does need a 
Pre-K. They genuinely need a Pre-
K. I don’t think there is anybody in 
this room that would dispute that.”

Commissioner John Shearl, 
who represents the Highlands Dis-
trict, addressed citizens by saying 
that he doesn’t think the $35,000 
spent on the LS3P Contract prior 
to it being cancelled was a waste 
of  monty because he doesn’t think 
the project is entirely dead. 

Shearl acknowledged that the 
main building/Pre-K renovation 
project remains a top priority for 
the school board, it just did not 
rank high enough in the upcoming 
budget cycle to be considered by 
commissioners this fiscal year. 

“When we voted to defund 
that project, it was all based on 
the school board having the same 
vote, and they voted the same 
way,” said Commissioner Shearl. 

“Had the school system voted 
and said “no, Pre-k in Highlands 
is number 1, it would have come 
back to this board [county com-
missioners] and we would have 
funded it.” 

While Commissioner Shearl 
said the vote to terminate the con-
tract with LS3P was contingent 
on the school board also voting to 
terminate the contract, the board 
of  education never really held a 
vote to that effect. The vote the 
Board of  Education took dur-
ing the February board meeting 
was merely to accept the fact that 
commissioners voted to terminate 
the contract. 

Nantahala Board of  Educa-
tion representative Melissa Evans 
stated, “I make a motion that this 
board accept the commissioner’s 
decision in respect to the High-
lands Pre-K project,” she said.

This was after Board of  Edu-
cation Chairman informed the 
board that commissioners would 
like the school board to hold a 
vote concerning the decision 
made by commissioners to end 
the contract with LS3P.

Board of  Education member 
Stephanie Laseter asked for clari-
fication regarding Evans’ motion 
— specifically asking, “is the mo-
tion on the floor to deprioritize 
the Highlands Project?” to which 
Chairman Breedlove responded, 
“No the motion is just to accept 
the commissioners’ decision with 
the understanding that we [board 
of  education] will not be remov-
ing this as priority.”

Laseter again clarified, “so we 
are just accepting their decision?” 

And Breedlove again con-
firmed, “correct.”

Commissioner Shearl said he 
is willing to meet with anyone at 
anytime to discuss the project, the 
information he has been present-
ed, and further explain his current 
stance on the project. 

At the request of  those in at-
tendance, Shearl said community 
meetings could be scheduled for 
the Highlands community specifi-
cally regarding the project. 

1993, a storm 
with hurricane 
force winds and 
dropped several 
feet of  snow.

Dr. John 
B a u m r u c k e r 
was on duty 
that weekend 
and told those 
in attendance 
of  some of  the 
challenges hos-
pital staff  faced. 
The hospital at 
the Peggy Cros-
by Center had no 
power and was 
running on failing generators. On 
top of  all that, they had a patient 
who was in labor.

The roads were not passable, 
and patients and staff  were doing 
the best they could with what they 
had.

Dr. Baumrucker remembered 
making a pizza with bread, ketch-
up, and parmesan cheese; he said 
everyone was so hungry they said 
it was the best pizza they ever ate.

He added that he and other 
staff  began siphoning gas from 
nearby vehicles using a catheter to 
keep the generators running, but 
even that bought precious little 
time.

The morning after the storm 
began, a Highlands police officer 
stopped by the hospital to check 
how people were doing. Dr. Ba-
umrucker instructed the nurses 
to provide a polite distraction of  
coffee and con-
versation while 
he snuck outside 
and siphoned the 
police car’s gas to 
keep the genera-
tor going.

Finally, the 
decision was 
made to move 
to the new facil-
ity where there 
was a working 
diesel generator. 
Members of  the 

community who 
had vehicles that 
could handle the 
dangerous roads 
volunteered to 
help.

The move 
was a day ahead 
of  schedule, but 
it was a neces-
sity. With the 
c o m m u n i t y ’s 
help, all patients 
and necessary 
equipment were 
moved to the 
new facility.

Dr. Ba-
umrucker remembered that in 
addition to delivering three ba-
bies throughout the weekend of  
the storm, another infant was 
brought into the hospital after 
a tree fell on the child’s nursery. 
Branches crushed everything in 
the nursery except the center of  
the room, which is where the 
baby was sleeping.

“Everything that happened 
that weekend was a miracle,” said 
Dr. Baumrucker.

Other speakers involved in 
the hospital’s move during the 
blizzard told their stories, in-
cluding Dr. Patti Wheeler, HCH 
Radiology Team Leader Laura 
Ammons, former EMT Bobby 
Houston, and Macon County 
EMS Lora Beegle.

Neal closed the celebration 
and said there is still more work to 
be done, and the hospital’s dedi-

cated staff  are 
prepared for the 
road ahead.

“We are 
committed to 
this commu-
nity and the Pla-
teau,” said Neal. 
“And we know 
that to continue 
to get where we 
need to go, it’s 
going to take 
hard work and 
sacrifice.”

Dr. John Baumrucker told stories 
about the “blizzard move.”

Dr. Patti Wheeler told stories 
about the early days at the hospital.
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•Spiritually Speaking•

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian 
Church, Cashiers

The Coming 
Great Day

The writers of  the Bible knew of  a day that was to 
come that would be terrible and yet wonderful.  It 
will be a day that exceeds all others in brightness.  It 

will open with an indescribable brightness.  All days before 
this one great day received their light from the sun, this day 
will receive its light from God himself.  Other days dawned 
with a quietness, but this day will come forth with much 
noise.  Psalm 50:3-4 “Our God comes and will not be si-
lent; a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest 
rages.  He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that 
he may judge his people.”  Jesus shall come in the same way 
he went up.  I Thessalonians 4:16 “For the Lord himself  
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of  the archangel and with the trumpet call of  
God.”  On that day men will see and experience things 
as never before.  The brightness of  our Lord’s return will 
overwhelm the sun and stars. And the sounds that come 
with him will drown out the earthly noise.  This will be a 
day of  great and marvelous wonders.  It will begin with, be 
filled with, and closed with such miracles as men cannot 
even begin to imagine.  What will be even more amazing 
will be the results that accompany all of  these things.  Ev-
ery act of  God toward man will be justified.  All evil shall 
come to its just end.  All petty objections shall be silenced 
for eternity.  All judgment shall be brought to its final state.

This day is fixed in time.  The time is set by God him-
self.  Acts 17:31 “For he has set a day when he will judge 
the world with justice by the man he has appointed.”   God 
knows this day but men do not.  To him it is sure, to men 
it is doubtful.  Matthew 24:36 “No one knows about that 
day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.”  It comes like a thief  in the night.  It 
comes as the flood of  Noah’s day.  It comes as the tempest 
of  God’s great wrath came on Sodom and Gomorrah.  It is 
a day set by God and no one can change its coming.  Men 
do not want to think about it but God is ever thinking of  
it.   Nothing can make it come quicker.  It will come only 
when God’s purposes are fulfilled.  

My friend, consider well what your estate will be when 
that day comes.  Jesus Christ has already come into this world 
to show you the way to avoid this horrible fate.  If  you will 
look to him, placing your hope and trust in him and in him 
alone you can be prepared to face this great day of  judgment 
and be one of  those who come to the Father’s banquet Table.  
If  you continue to insist on following your own path that day 
of  judgement will come and catch you unprepared and cause 
you to be cast into the fires of  hell for eternity.  Hear the mes-
sage of  grace given in the Gospel in John 3:16 & John 14:6 
and come with boldness before God on that great day.
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries 

from March 6. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

March 6
• At 9 a.m., officers responded 

to a call of someone interfering with 
electric service at a residence on on 
Picklesimer Road where an electric 
meter seal was cut.

March 11
• At 4:30 p.m., officers responded 

to a one-vehicle accident at US 64 
west near Holt Knob Road.

March 12
• At 4:43 p.m., officers responded 

to a one-vehicle accident on Chestnut 
Street and US 64 east.

• At 6:21 p.m., officers responded 
to a two-vehicle accident on US 64 

west near 1st Street.
March 16
• At 10:30 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a report of theft from an au-
tomobile where the vehicle’s battery 
valued at $150 was removed from 
a residence driveway area on Big 
Bearpen Road.

March 18
• A little after midnight, Lecharl 

Van Der Linde, 34, of Scaly Mountain, 
was arrested for DUI when he was 
stopped on NC 106. He provided 
a written promise as bond. His trial 
date is May 3.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from March 14.

March 14
• At 1 p.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance on Spring Street.
• At 1:50 p.m., the dept. respond-

�PRIL 1STat 9AM 
339 Nacoochee Dr 

RUN FOR A CAUSE! 
THIS RUN WILL SUPPL V 

UNDER PRIVILEGED 
   WOMEN WITH CARE 

������ ACKACiES. DONATIONS 
WELCOME. 

6 AND UNDER FREE 
$15 INDIVIDUAL 

$30FAMILV 

TO REGISTER, PAY ON SITE, SCAN THIS QR CODE OR PUT THIS LINK 
INTO YOUR SEARCH ENGINE 

HTTPS:/ /RABUNGAP .CAMPBRAINREGISTRATION.COM. 

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on S. 
Old Walhalla Road.

March 15
• At 11:36 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Thorn-
hill Road.

March 17
• At 10:33 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a location on 
Main street.

March 18
• At 11:08 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a structure fire at a residence 
on Mack Wilson Road.

• At 7:26 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Hicko-
ry Hill Road.

• At 10:39 p.m., the dept., re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Bruner Lane.

March 19
• At 8:20 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Blue 
Valley Road.

• At 11:25 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Clear Creek Road.

...INVESTING continued from page 4
value  

This goes without saying, after you buy 
your home, almost any improvements and 
renovations will add to its value. Accord-
ing to Forbes.com, the cost for renovation 
projects should drop nearly 14% from 2022 
to 2023. But, as far as contractors lowering 
their prices, don’t hold your breath. Locally, 
contractors are still reeling from the rise in 
costs they’ve had to pay in the last two years.  

8. Tangible asset with intrinsic val-
ue and usefulness.  

This one is easy to understand. You can 
LIVE in your investment. You can RENT 
your investment and you can SHARE your 
investment with family and friends. I’m sure 
there’s a study somewhere showing the rise 
in friends after a second home is bought.  

9. Stable and consistent cash flow 
compared to other investments.  

Cash flow would be realized from the 
rental of  your home. If  you rent your home 
long-term, the rent will be much lower, 
but the payout is steady. The short-term/
vacation rental market has the potential for 
higher earnings, but you will need to pay all 
the costs, plus provide more high-end items 
and furnishings. It really is a personal choice 

and depends if  you want to use your home 
periodically as well.  

10. Real estate can be a hedge 
against economic volatility and instabil-
ity.  

I hope not, but we may get the oppor-
tunity to see this sooner than later. Every-
thing goes in cycles, and our nation’s econ-
omy is right in the thick of  things. 

The more diversification you have the 
more you have the ability to rob Peter to 
pay Paul if  needed. Rental income can help 
defray the costs of  home ownership. Re-
member, there’s nothing wrong with down-
sizing or selling off/liquidating one or more 
of  your properties.  

There is a buyer for every home, but 
the days-on-market will be longer than they 
were in 2021 and 2022. Pricing your home 
is based on comparable properties that have 
sold within the last six-twelve months, and 
of  course, amenities and location can be a 
huge deciding factor with the listing price.  

Realtor’s prayer: 
Dear Lord, please let my seller and 

landlords not be greedy and my buyers and 
renters not be needy. 

- Amen  



Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., March 23, 2023 - 828-200-1371

Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137
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•Classifieds•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

LOST
LOST JAN. 29, 2920 - 2 gold bangle 

bracelets - one thin and one wider. Reward of-
fered. Contact Carol Haughes at 706-982-2658. 

FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY OWNER. new 2-story 

house with 2 bed/2 1/2 baths. Office with sepa-
rate entrance. 3.14 acres. Beautifully developed 
land. Big garage. Shed. Paved road. Cul-de-sac. 
Email brainrenew99@icloud.com. (st.2/9) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature 
luxury resort. Call for more information. 828-
421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 
AC AND 1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD 
FOREST; close in with easy walk to Highlands 
and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved roads, 
sewer permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each;  
contact SFviewlots@gmail.com

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN 
CAR. Excellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 
for details. (st. 11/3) 

FOR LEASE
FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE 

FOR RENT, $3,500/mth on Lake Glenville 
with views and access. New Renovation, AC, 

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
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•Classifieds•
...APPRAISALS continued from page 1

Long term 3-6 mo, Couple pre-
ferred, off Rt 107, 10 min to Ca-
shiers, private lane, avail Spring 
thru Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-
0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKE-
FRONT COTTAGE 
AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one 
bedroom, one bath. Easy access 
from Highlands Road in Franklin. 
Ideal corporate or seasonal rental 
between Highlands and Franklin. 
Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 
or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com 
(st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
MASSAGE THERAPIST/ 

ESTETICIAN wanted at Taylor 
Spa. Full- or Part-Time.  Contact 
Sharon at 828-526-4192. (st. 3/16)

HOTWIRE COMUNICA-
TIONS IS HIRING! LOCAL 
Highlands opportunities. FULL-
TIME, year-round, customer fac-
ing, Field Service Technicians & 
Fiber Splicer jobs available. Excel-
lent pay & benefits. Forward your 
resume to samantha.baker@
hotwirecommunication.com. (st. 
9/15)

SWEETREATS AND 
HIGHLANDS DELI IS UN-
DER NEW MANAGEMENT 
and is hiring full and part time 
staff for the season. Competitive 
starting wage, great tips, and rea-
sonable hours (not too early, not 
too late). Pick up an application in 
store at 115 S. 4th Street or apply 
on Sweetreatshighlands.com. (st. 
5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, 
Small Assisted Living Facility cur-
rently hiring CNAs and Dietary 
Staff. Flexible Schedule, Com-
petitive Pay, Great Atmosphere. 

Call 828-526-5251 or stop by 
for an application.You may apply 
in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by 
email to ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.
com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

SERVICES 
ABOVE AND BEYOND 

CLEANING – Fully insured. Serv-
ing Franklin & Highlands. Call Debi 
Roland or Robin Spivey at 828-371-
8367 or 828-371-2408. Seeking new 
clients! (st. 3/16)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. 
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600 (3/30)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Specializing 
in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ 
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also 
offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 
321-303-7560. (12/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Con-
truction – Remodels, Additions, 
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, 
Painting. Insured. 828-200-4071. 
(6/29) 

N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

Man arrested for cyber stalking and 
felony disseminating obscenity

In October 2022, Miguel Angel Lo-
pez-Hernandez, 30, was charged by the 
Highlands Police Department with several 
counts of  felony disseminating obscenity 
and cyber stalking for creating fake social 
media accounts and posting explicit images. 
He was later arrested by the Macon County 
Sheriff ’s Office on December 28, 2022. 

While Lopez-Hernandez was out on 
bond and awaiting trial, an extensive in-
vestigation was reopened by the Highlands 

Police Department detective which led to 
additional charges of  felony disseminat-
ing obscenity and cyberstalking against Mr. 
Lopez-Hernandez. 

On March 16, 2023,  Mr. Lopez-Her-
nandez was arrested in Highlands, NC, for 
the most recent offenses, for Cyber Stalk-
ing and Felony Disseminating Obscenity, 
by Highlands Police officers without inci-
dent. Victims in the matter are personally 
known to Mr. Lopez-Hernandez.

value as of  an established date.
Since the last revaluation took place in 

Macon County, property prices across North 
Carolina have increased significantly and ac-
cording to Braswell, resulted in some values 
in Macon County jumping by more than 100 
percent. The hike in property values could 
mean higher taxes for homeowners, but just 
how much will depend on the tax rate set by 
the Macon County Board of  Commissioners 
during the annual budget process. 

Citizens spoke to commissioners last 
week questioning the significant rate increas-
es and asking for clarification surrounding 
the process and metrics used to develop the 
new values. 

“Everything we do in the tax office is 
dictated by the state,” Braswell said to address 
concerns presented to the board. “We have a 
Machinery Act that tells us what we can and 
cannot do and how we do it and when we 
do it and that is what we go by.”

The Machinery Act (General Statute 
105, Subchapter II) provides the framework 
for the listing, assessing, and appraising of  
both real and personal property in North 
Carolina. Under G. S. 105-286, all counties 
are required to conduct a reappraisal at least 
every eight (8) years. The majority of  the 
counties conduct their reappraisals on this 
time frame, although a growing segment of  
counties conducts reappraisals on a four-
year cycle. During each year at least 11 of  
the 100 counties are conducting a county 
wide reappraisal. A county may choose to 
conduct its reappraisal “in-house” utilizing 
their own appraisal staff, by hiring an outside 
reappraisal firm, by employing consultants to 
assist their staff  appraisers, or any combina-
tion of  the three.

Referencing documents she printed for 
the public, Braswell directed concerned citi-
zens to  The Department of  Revenue which 
describes the rules and regulations associated 
with the revolution process. Braswell contin-
ued to provide a brief  summary of  the pro-
cess in which the county tax office monitors 
market data to accurately determine the mar-

ket value of  all properties. Macon County 
does not visit every property and parcel in 
the county and instead conducts mass ap-
praisals. Staff  visit and observe properties 
to verify characteristics, compare similar 
property sales and consider improvements 
or changes made. Revaluation captures these 
changes in value for property tax purposes. 
In simpler terms, it’s how much a home 
would sell for under normal conditions. 

According to Braswell, the county has 
received 1,700 appeals out of  the 44,000 
parcels in Macon County — which equates 
to about 4 percent. 

The deadline to file an appeal of  the 
new property values was last Monday, how-
ever Braswell said due to ongoing questions 
and calls the county tax office has been 
receiving, the appeal deadline was extended 
to allow for additional time. Appeals can 
no longer be accepted once the Board of  
Equalization begins to meet to review ap-
peals, which is scheduled to begin the first 
Monday in April. 

Another contributing factor to the 
increase in some land in Macon County is 
associated with an increase in per acre value 
on the state level. For the first time in more 
than two decades, the state increased the per 
value rate for agricultural land — a nearly 
$400 per acre increase in base value. 

Based on Macon County’s current tax 
rate of  .40 percent of  $100 of  assessed 
value, a homeowner with a property valued 
at $100,000 today, would pay $400 in annual 
taxes. After the revaluation process, if  that 
same home was reappraised at $200,000, 
the property owner’s annual taxes would 
double — resulting in an annual tax pay-
ment of  $800. 

While the state mandates reappraisals are 
done at least every 8 years, Macon County has 
elected to complete revaluations every four 
years, which they are permitted to do under 
the state’s current laws. If  the market were to 
crash, home values would not change for four 
years until the next appraisals, the same applies 
for if  the market continues to be inflated. 
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Offered for 
$3,999,999

191 N Hollow, Cashiers
In GlenCove

(membership is not required)

16 Acres with
Waterfall, Stream, 

Trout Pond and Barn 
(Horses Allowed)

Andrea Gabbard

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

NOW OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Opening Fri-Sat.
March 24 & 25


