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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
• See Cirque page16• See SHEARL page 7

Aerialists MaKenna Bilbery class of ’26 of Otto, NC, Jasmine Abranyi class of ’27 of Highlands, and Ivanna Zermeno 
class of ’26 of Santiago, Mexico in Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School’s production of “Cirque Synthetica.”

‘Cirque Synthetica’ wows at RGN
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 

School premiered its one-of-
a-kind Cirque performance, 
“Cirque Synthetica,” on the 

Rearden Stage on Oct. 26-28.
“Cirque Synthetica” was di-

rected by Joshua Miller, Rabun 
Gap’s artistic director, and utilized 

the power of  artificial intelligence 
and human creativity to create a 
unique storytelling experience. 

MC Commissioner Shearl calls for 
county manager’s resignation; admits to 
colluding prior to taking oath of office

By Brittney Lofthouse
With the rise of  blind par-

tisanship on the local, county, 
state, and federal level, decorum 
and courtesy, or the lack thereof, 
was nearly completely absent 
during Tuesday night’s meeting 
of  the Macon County Board of  
Commissioners. 

With a hoard of  divisive, 
partisan issues on the agenda — 
everything ranging from revis-
ing the county’s agreement with 
the Fontana Regional Library 
system to commissioners seek-
ing to make school board elec-
tions partisan, the all Republican 
board of  county commissioners 
engaged in a marathon meeting 
that ended just before midnight, 
and called for Sheriff  Brent Hol-
brooks to intervene to keep the 
peace between board members. 

Under old business on the 
agenda, County Manager Derek 
Roland presented a proposal to 
commissioners to address the 
county’s remaining $1,850,659 
in American Rescue Funds that 
were directed to Macon County 
as part of  the federal COVID10 
relief  package in 2021. 

In October 2022, the Macon 
County Board of  Commission-
ers unanimously voted to spend 
the majority of  the $6.9 million 
the county received in ARPA 

(American Rescue Plan Act) 
funding on premium pay for all 
county employees. The approved 
plan provided every employee — 
nearly 500 individuals — with a 
$2 an hour proem pay bonus. 
The commissioners vote also de-
termined that the funding would 
be provided to county employees 
in the form of  seven lump sums, 
paid to employees in six-month 
increments. 

In 2022, Premium Pay was 
identified as one of  the four al-
lowable ways for local govern-
ments to spend ARPA funds, 
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  the Treasury. The others 
— infrastructure improvements, 
revenue loss and COVID recov-
ery — were discussed amongst 
county officials in 2022 and were 
determined to not be immedi-
ate needs, as Macon County’s 
economy grew during the pan-
demic, rather than experiencing 
an adverse effect. Macon County 
was among the majority of  local 
governments across the country 
to decide to spend the money for 
employee salaries. 

In April of  2023, the county 
received notice from the U.S. De-
partment of  Treasury that due to 
President Joe Biden declaring an 
end to the COVID19 Pandemic, 
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•Weather•

I wish I could say it’s over, but 
I can’t.  The drought and 
related restrictions on water 

use and outside burning remain 
in place.  The small amount of  
rain we got over the past week-
end did nothing to alleviate the 
crisis except give firefighters a 
short period to recover and re-
set.  The forest fires continue.

Highlands will be following 
the lead of  the North Carolina 
Forest Service in following the 
no outside burn ban.  When that 
state agency lifts the fire ban in Western 
Carolina, we will do the same.  Currently, 
the state agency is asking citizens to report 
any outside burning activity by calling 911.

In Highlands, a 911 call concerning 
possible outside burning will trigger a re-
sponse by the Highlands Police and Fire 
Departments.  Last week, I visited with the 
firemen at their station.  They had a door 
up and a fire truck on the ready.  A number 
of  firefighters were standing by, ready to 
respond.

The chief  told me they made three 
calls in one day concerning possible out-
side burning.  In another instance, a con-
tractor crew was burning a pile of  scrap 
wood at a building site.  The police issued 

a citation that has a $500 fine.  
That kind of  reckless behavior 
will not be tolerated under these 
critical circumstances.   The last 
thing I want to see is what hap-
pened in Gatlinburg in the previ-
ous fire ban in 2016.  That com-
munity lost lives and property 
due to the careless actions of  a 
few individuals.

The town continues to mon-
itor and manage the declining 
water levels.  I urge everyone to 
consciously strive to reduce their 

water use during this severe drought period.
Thursday night is the November meet-

ing of  the Highlands Town Board.  A work-
shop session will begin at 6 pm, followed by 
the business meeting at 7 pm.  The meetings 
will be at the Highlands Community Center.

The focus of  the workshop will be to 
review the current weekend construction 
regulations.  Specifically, issues such as com-
mercial operation of  leaf  blower and other 
equipment will be covered.  The staff  and 
board will also review the commercial color 
chart, which was discussed at the last work-
shop.  Keep in mind that items on the work-
shop agenda will not have final actions taken 
until a subsequent Town Board meeting.

On the agenda of  tonight’s board meet-
ing will be yet another discussion of  the 
Highlands Chamber of  Commerce building 
lease.  Staff  from the chamber have con-
cerns about the wording of  the one-year 
temporary lease that the Town Board ap-
proved in September.

The board will also hear a report from 
Hotwire Communications concerning op-
erational issues and contract commitments.  
The contract the town has with Hotwire re-
quires these periodic updates.

The board will also review a proposed 
town street light policy that staff  developed 
from discussions at a previous workshop.  
Up to this point, the town hasn’t had a 
formal policy concerning street light place-
ments.

The board will also review a UDO 
Amendment concerning exterior commer-
cial lighting.  No final action will be taken 
other than calling for a public hearing on the 
proposed amendment.

Hope to see you at the meeting, or it 
can be accessed by a YouTube portal that is 
on the town website.

Burn ban and water shortage continues
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Old Edwards Discovery GinOld Edwards Discovery Gin
Savor cocktails at Old Edwards, and purchase a bottle 

to take home at the Highlands ABC store.
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Shop            Now

Shop the corner of Fourth and Church Streets 
in Highlands for unique, inspiring gifts from 
Acorns & the Old Edwards Spa Boutique. 
Purchase gift cards on property or online. 

give gifts of

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty

Pam Nellis 
LANDMARK REALTY GROUP 

Office: 828-526-4663 
Cell: 828-787-1895 

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Price per square foot

I enjoy watching the real-
ity shows “Selling New 
York” and “Selling LA” on 

Bravo. Like other reality shows, 
it isn’t actually reality with the 
drama being created between 
the agents or agents and clients, 
along with a lot of  over-the-top 
sales gimmicks. What I do find 
interesting is seeing some beau-
tiful properties and what they 
sell for. One of  the main items 
they discuss is the price per 
square foot with prices going 
into the thousands of  dollars 
per square foot. Of  course, it varies depend-
ing on the building, area of  town, view and 
amenities.

Almost every time I am showing 
houses, the clients ask what the square foot-
age of  the house is. As I understand it, the 
Highlands-Cashiers MLS is the only MLS 
in North Carolina that does not require the 
calculation and entry of  the square footage 
of  homes. I have heard different stories as 
to why this is the case but don’t know what 
the actual reason is. Needless to say, it is 
somewhat of  a pain to measure houses given 
some of  the terrain challenges and unusual 
shapes of  houses in the area so no one is 
complaining. The North Carolina Real Es-
tate Commission has strict guidelines on cal-
culating the square footage and agents can 
be reprimanded if  it is calculated incorrectly. 

Following the question, I explain why 
the square footage of  properties isn’t a great 
guideline of  price in our market. You can 
have the exact same house in the same neigh-
borhood. One may have a wooded view up 
a hill and another may have an outstanding 
long-range view. There is going to be a large 
discrepancy in the two values. Other factors 
that impact the pricing of  similar homes in-

clude location, condition, ter-
rain and the direction the house 
faces just to name a few. Those 
are all factors that a value like 
Zillow’s “Zestimate” cannot 
take into consideration when 
calculating the real value.

To help demonstrate the 
reality of  pricing, I did a study 
of  6 homes with a Highlands 
address that sold in the past 12 
months between $1.2 and 1.25 
million. I had been in each of  
these and obtained the square 
footage from the tax records 

which may not be exact, but would be close. 
These are the results of  what sold:

1. 4 bedrooms/3.5 baths; 3420 SF; .58 
acre; very nice long view; just outside town 
limits; built in 1973 and updated; double 
garage; baseboard heat and no A/C; unfur-
nished. $351/SF.

2. 5 bedrooms/4 baths; 3086 SF; 4.24 
acres; very nice view; about 10 minutes 
from town; built in 2001; double garage; 
central heat & air; furnished. $389/SF.

3. 3 bedrooms/2.5 baths; 2630 SF; .39 
acre; no view; in town; built in 1957 and re-
cently updated; single carport; central heat 
& air; furnished. $475/SF.

4. 4 bedrooms/2.5 baths; 2234 SF; 1.01 
acre; wooded view; 10 minutes from town; 
built in 2021; double garage; central heat & 
air; unfurnished. $560/SF.

5. 2 bedrooms/2 baths; 1248 SF; .98 
acre; wooded view; in town; built in 1980 
and recently updated; single garage; central 
heat & air; furnished. $1001/SF.

6. 3 bedrooms/2 baths; 1074 SF; .41 
acre; exceptional view; in town; built in 1962 
and updated in 2003; no garage; central heat 
and no air; furnished. $1141/SF.
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OTTO
MLS# 103291  |  $1,800,000  |  6BR / 5BA / 2HBA
Located on more than 16 acres, this mountain retreat is perfect as a family estate 
or second home getaway. The main level boasts a generous kitchen, a large wood-
burning fireplace in the living room, a formal dining room, a sitting room, and a 
luxurious primary suite with a large bathroom and a walk-in closet. The main level 
also opens up to a massive wrap-around deck with a screened porch.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP  |  828.526.4101

HIGHLANDS
MLS# 103330  |  $629,000  |  3BR / 3BA
This wonderful home sits on five acres in Highlands. The spacious living area is 
perfect for relaxation and entertainment, while the adjacent dining space sets the 
stage for memorable gatherings. Other main level features are a convenient guest 
bedroom, a large deck, and a nice kitchen with a large pantry. The primary bedroom 
commands the upper floor with a generous bathroom and walk-in closet.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP  |  828.526.4101

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  828.526.1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Welcome to a
LIFESTYLE
like no other.

WHEREVER LIFE TAKES YOU,
TRUST US TO HELP YOU GET THERE.
Whether you want to be in the middle of it all or get away from it all –
if you’re ready for what’s next, a BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty Forever 
Agentsm is ready to help. Explore our collection of properties at 
MeadowsMountainRealty.com



•Highlands Dining•

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Thanksgiving 
Menu!

Specialty menu 
crafted by Chef 

Rodney Smith. Seat-
ings at 11am, 1pm, 
3pm, 5pm, and 7pm 

on Thursday, 
November 23rd. 

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for 
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun. 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Mon-Sat
5:30-9p

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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..,. HEAT TO SERVE HOMEMADE SIDES SER 
• • Yellow Squash 

Casserole 
• Sweet Potato 

Casserole 
• Broccoli Casserole 
• Roasted Fall 

Vegetables 

• Green Bean 
Casserole 

• Corn Casserole 
• Holiday Dressing 
• Yukon Mashed 

Potatoes 
• Turkey Gravy 

(Brussel Sprouts I Butternut • Homemade Rolls 
Squash I cranberries I • Kitty's Cranberry 

Pecans) Sauce 

.MADE FROM SCRATCH HOME.MADE DESSERTS 
Pumpkin Pie I Pecan Pie I Buttermilk Pie I Chocolate 

Buttermilk Pie I Chocolate Bourbon Pecan Pie 
Sweet Kakl's Pies: Apple I Coconut I Festive Fruit 

Limited Supply! Shop Early! Available for pickup as early as che week before Thanksgiving. 
0 en Tues & Wed- Closed Thanksgiving- Open Fri & Sac. _ 

• 493 Dillard Rd, Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.2762 



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days
a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11:30a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 5p
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•Letter•

• See SHEARL page 12

...SHEARL continued from page 1

The Secret Garden

The Holidays are approaching!
Now is the time to order your Thanksgiving charcuterie board 

and make plans for Holiday Parties.
Call The Secret Garden in The Village Square behind K-H 

Founders Park. 
Pickup for 

Thanksgiving 
charcuteries is 
the day before 
Thanksgiving.

208 N. 5th St. 
Village Square 

(828) 305-7509

Dear Editor,
I was recently in New Orleans walking in a park when I 

came across a group of  20 to 25 kindergarten children. They 
were with a teacher, and she gave them a short lesson as they 
sat together on the grass. Then they rose, took the hand 
of  the next child, and all walked together in a line, holding 
hands, to the next area, where they again sat down and had 
another lesson. The children were adorable; they were of  all 
different races, all sitting and learning together.

As I watched these innocent young children, I had a 
terrible thought: I wondered when they would be taught to 
hate each other just because they were different. 

What made me think of  that was that I had just heard 
from a friend that USAF Colonel, retired, Paul Schowalter 
had responded to my request in my letter-to-the-editor con-
cerning veterans voting for Trump in a letter he wrote in 
the Nov. 2 edition entitled “Excoriating veterans who back 
Trump.” 

I had asked any Vet who supported Trump and could 
overlook his disparaging conduct toward veterans to please 
let me know how they could. The response came to me via 
a mutual friend. 

His wife, who had read the letter, confronted her hus-
band with all of  Trump’s statements and actions about 
veterans. He responded to her by saying that he didn’t care 
what Trump is or does because Trump was still better than 
any Democrat. She cried. 

I wonder when he learned to unconditionally hate, or 
at least disrespect and dismiss, an entire group of  people 
—the Democrats group, which includes his wife. Prejudice 
and hate are not born to the person; they are learned. And I 
guess this particular vet learned it well. 

Unfortunately, hate is on the rise, and Trump has be-
come the great facilitator of  hate in America. His rants 
against Muslims, Democrats, illegal immigrants (his wife 
was one), judges with Latin heritage, Latin and black men 
falsely accused of  rape (Central Part Five - convicted and 
later found innocent), and the DOJ and the FBI (Reuters 

April 2023) are legendary and golden news stories for the 
Fox “It doesn’t have to be true to be reported” News sta-
tion. And now the twice impeached, four times indicted, 
three times convicted of  fraud (Civil Fraud – Sept 2023, 
Trump University – March 2017, and criminal tax scheme 
- Jan 23), liable for sexual abuse (May 2023), and speaker of  
30,573 lies while President (NY Times Jan 2021) has started 
his campaign for President by choosing Waco. TX, the site 
of  Branch Davidian standoff  where 80 people died, for the 
announcement of  his platform, which includes “I am your 
retribution” (March 2023), and “I will defund the FBI and 
DOJ.” 

As of  November 6, “Project 2025” was revealed, which 
includes a hot list of  people to investigate as soon as Trump 
takes office, including General Milley, Attorney General Bill 
Barr, Attorney Cobb, and General/Chief  of  Staff  John Kel-
ly, as well as a plan, that includes executive orders, that would 
deploy the military domestically under the Insurrection Act 
(Washington Post Nov 6, 2023). And as of  November 12, 
Trump is now referring to Americans who don’t support 
him as “Vermin,” the same word used by the Nazis. I cannot 
fathom how none of  the above matters to his supporters.

 My lady’s stepfather is a 99-year-old WWII veteran, 
and each Saturday, he has a station in the World War II mu-
seum in New Orleans where people visit with him and learn 
about his service in WWII. He is a remarkable man. When-
ever I am in NOLA, I visit the museum. It has the most 
incredible displays of  individual soldiers and their personal 
stories and sacrifices. It is a monument to Democracy and a 
testament against hate.

During WWII, in response to the Nazi threat, Winston 
Churchill famously said, “We shall fight on the beaches, we 
shall fight in the landing ground, we shall fight in the streets. 
We shall never surrender.” We are not facing the Nazis today 
in America, but we are facing a Trump.

Matt Eberz
Highlands

Project 2025 - Hate is Taught 

the allowable uses for the ARPA funds were changed. That 
change initially stated that the funding could no longer go 
toward premium pay, as the stipulations with the funding 
specifically stated the premium pay was allowed for time 
worked during the public health emergency.

While many counties across the country used the 
ARPA funding to provide one-time lump sum bonuses for 
employees, because Macon County intended for the bo-
nuses to be paid out in six-month increments through Oc-
tober 2024, the change in allowable expenditures in April 
meant that the $1.8 million remaining that county employ-
ees expected to receive just before Christmas 2023 and 
then again six months later — which ranged from $1,080 
every six-months for part-time employees to $2,160 every 
six months for full time employees — has just sat in the 
bank, waiting for the county to amend the policy to reflect 
the federal level changes. 

On Tuesday night, County Manager Derek Roland 
proposed updating the policy to meet the amended federal 
requirements while still allowing that funding to be pro-

vided to county employees. 
Roland worked with the UNC School of  Government 

when updating the plan to ensure it was in compliance 
with the U.S. Department of  Treasury. However, after pre-
senting the proposal, Commissioner John Shearl informed 
Roland that he had done his own research and based 
on what he found, he believed premium pay for county 
employees was no longer an allowable way to spend the 
ARPA funding, he also accused Roland of  manipulating 
the county’s budget in order to provide county employees 
with premium pay. 

“What you are asking this board to do, in my mind, is 
to manipulate the funds from the general fund to take that 
much money out of  the general fund and replace it with 
ARPA funds so you can pay this $2 an hour,” said Shearl. 

Shearl said that while he appreciates county employ-
ees, taxpayers can’t be burdened with increasing their sala-
ries. 

“We cannot spend every penny that we get trying to 
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Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 
526-4818

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring

•Highlands Events•
NEW POOL SCHEDULE

• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 
Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 
yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, 
Mon.-Thurs 11a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. 
thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the High-

lands Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at 

the Rec Park.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the 

Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for the 
class is $25 a month. The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open 
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks they 
may have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. program of re-
covery. Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., 
on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednesday 
and Friday at noon. The Cashiers Valley 
Groupholds open meetings at the Albert 
Carlton Cashiers Community Library 
Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Fri-
day and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 
9 AM. For more information, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want to return to 

school or further their education meets 
at 10 a.m. More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-
6:15pm at the Hudson Library Meeting 
Room. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets 

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. 
Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom 
meetings For more information contact 
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec Park 

8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight, 
and high repetition to shape and tone. 
Learn proper form and range of motion 
to safely target all muscle groups for a 
metabolic boost and feel great. 

• At Hudson Library, Nature Kids 
on selected Tuesday mornings, For more 
info call the Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop 
for Writers – Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. 
Facilitated by Sam Renken, this group has 
a simple mission: to foster and provide 
consistent community for local writers 
thereby giving writers of all ages and 
genres the opportunity to write, read, re-
vise, and present their work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Pres-
byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? call 
828-526 – 0863 or email info@maconn-
cliteracy.org

Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an educa-
tional series on adult mental health top-
ics, held on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 11 AM. This series is aimed 
particularly at older adults and will focus 
on mental health topics of particular in-
terest to them, but all ages are welcome 
to attend. The November 1 program is 
Dementia: A Deeper Understanding. 
Reservations are required for this free 
event. To register, stop by the library or 
call 828-526-3031. 

Wed. thru Nov. 22
• The Bascom: A Center for the Vi-

sual Arts Invites You to “Wine Wednes-
days” – A New Holiday Tradition. The 
Bascom: A Center for the Visual Arts is 
delighted to introduce “Wine Wednes-
days,” This festive holiday offering will 
occur each Wednesday leading up to 
Thanksgiving, from 3:30 to 5 pm. “Wine 

2023 Election

Thank You
for your willingness to serve 

HIGHLANDS

Commissioner
John “Buz” Dotson 

Commissioner
Brian Stiehler 

Commissioner
Jeff Weller 

Congratulations!
The residents of Highlands look forward 
to working with you for the betterment of 

our neighborhoods and community.
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UNR I VA L ED

185 Wahoo Trail
Highlands, NC 28741 | $750,000 | MLS #103308 
Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 404-219-1349

42 Balsam Court
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $899,000 | MLS #103316 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165
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highlandschamber.org 828-526-5841

Don’t miss the 

Highlands Christmas Parade!
Saturday, December 2 

Main Street – 5th St. to 2nd St. 
10 a.m. –  12 p.m.

Special appearance by the 
Pride of the Mountains marching band from 

Western Carolina University and 
– of course – 

Santa & Mrs. Claus!

 This event is organized and hosted by the
 Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

visithighlandsnc.com
828-526-2112

FOi' 38 years, Shiraz has offered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventOl'y of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

Thanksgiving 30% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!SALE!

Wednesdays” offer a unique opportu-
nity for visitors to explore The Shop and 
Studio Barn, all while enjoying a glass of 
wine and browsing the work of local and 
regional artists.

1st Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an educa-
tional series on adult mental health top-
ics, held on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 11 AM. This series is aimed 
particularly at older adults and will focus 
on mental health topics of particular in-
terest to them, but all ages are welcome 
to attend. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
Digital Navigators will be at the 

Hudson Library at 1PM - 3PM of each 
month through Thanksgiving to help 
patrons with their tech needs. Bring a 
smartphone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and sup-
port. No appointments are required - all 
are welcome.

Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an educa-
tional series on adult mental health top-
ics, held on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 11AM. This series is aimed par-
ticularly at older adults and will focus on 
mental health topics of particular inter-
est to them, but all ages are welcome to 
attend.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics at the Rec Pool. 

18 years plus 10-11am. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside at 
the Rec Park. 10am-1pm, everyone is 
welcome so come out and enjoy a game 
of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Meth-

odist Church on Spring Street is open 
from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination 
class with different types of exercise. 
Contact the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more information

Thurs-Sat. thru October
• Highlands Historical Society Mu-

seum at 320 N. 4th Street is open 10a 
to 4p.

• Mountain Findings Thrift Store on 
Spruce Street is open 10a-1p through 
October.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the 

Rec Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of 
martial arts for a calorie-burning work-
out. Learn the proper form and tech-
nique to execute jabs, hooks, uppercuts, 
and front and side roundhouse kicks in 
a non-contact setting. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more info.

• At Hudson Library, Family Story-
time continues throughout the year on 
Thursday mornings at 10:40 AM. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM, 
nature, and craft activities. For more in-
formation about any of these summer 
activities, contact Hudson Library at 
828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in Highlands 
at The Bascom at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 

•Highlands Events•

40%-65% off 

Red Tag Sale

85% OFF 
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Staging Map for Christmas 
Parade Participants

Please be aware of this 
year’s staging route which 

may affect access on 
these roads from 
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

on Saturday, 
December 2, 2023. 

H O L I D A Y S  I N

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC

at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast at 
9 AM and hold our monthly meeting at 
10 AM. We invite ALL veterans to attend 
- email ncpost370@gmail.com for more 
information or just join us at 9 AM on 
the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee hour 
is replaced by potluck dinner the 1st 
Sunday of each month).

Through March 3
• Ice Skating in the Park is opening 

soon. Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-
10p; Saturdays 1-10p; Sundays 1-5p. $5 
with or without skates.

Thru Nov. 26
• At Acorn’s Trunk Shows Pop-Up 

10a-5p. 
Nov. 16-19
• At PAC, the Highlands-Cashiers 

Players present “Parallel Lives” 7:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m., Sundays. For tickets go to 
highlandsperformingarts.com

Fri., Nov. 17
• At the Rec Park, Senior Luncheon 

at noon. Free.
Sat., Nov. 18
• Highlands Greenway workers 

will meet at the Rec Park at 9a to do 
maintenance. Bring gloves and loppers.

Sun., Nov. 19
• Asheville Storytelling Circle on 

Sunday from 2-4 p.m. at the Folk Art 
Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway. It’s 
good clean affordable fun.

Sat. Nov. 25
• Light up the Park & Main In K-H 

Founders Park 6-8 p.m.
Thurs., Nov 30
• At The Bascom, ceramic artist 

talk with Christine Kosiba from 4-5 p.m. 
Free.

Dec. 2, 9, 16
• Santa in the Park at K-H Found-

ers Park.
Sat., Dec. 2
• Highlands Christmas Parade 10a 

to noon. on Main Street.
Fri.- Sun., Dec. 1-3
• Half-Mile Farm is thrilled to wel-

come Rebecca Lang, author of Y’all 
Come Over and Judge on the Food 
Network’s Chopped Junior for a week-
end of Southern Foodie fun. Hosted 
events are for Half-Mile Farm guests 
only.To attend this complimentary 
event at Half-Mile Farm Dec. 1-3 book 
your stay today.

Mon., Dec. 4
• Red Cross Blood Drive 10:a-2p 

•Highlands Events•
at HUMC.  To make an appointment call 
Kristy at 526-3376, ext. 107, call 800-
733-2767, or visit  RedCrossBlood.org

Tues., Dec. 5
• Community Dinner  at the Com-

munity Building for a good time of food 
and fellowship at 6pm. 

Thurs., Dec. 7
• Lighting of the Menorah in K-H 

Founders Park at 5:30 p.
Dec. 8-24
• “Home of the Holidays” at Moun-

tain Theatre Company now in residence 
at the Performing Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. Tickets go to www.mountain-
theatre.com

Sat. Dec. 16
• Wreaths across America Day is Sat-

urday The ceremony will be at 12 noon 
at Highlands Rec. Park, 600 North 4th 
Street. Volunteers are needed to place 
wreaths. Volunteers will be shuttled to 
and from Highlands Cemetery after-
wards.

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Busted supply hoses 
have postponed the 

opening of the ice rink 
in the park. The hoses 

have been repaired but 
coolant was lost and 

the town is waiting on a 
coolant delivery. 
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...INVESTING continued from page 4

Oh What Fun!

All events, other than Ice Skating, are organized and hosted by the 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Ice Skating in the Park 
Opening Soon!

Thru March 3, 2024
Thursdays 3:30 – 8 p.m., Fridays 3:30 – 10 p.m., 

Saturdays 1 – 10 p.m. and Sundays 1 – 5 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

$5, with or without skates.

Santa in the Park
  
 

December 2, 9 & 16
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Light Up the Park & Main
Saturday, November 25

6 — 8 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Highlands Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 2

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Main Street

Lighting o  the Meno
 
rah

Thursday, December 7
5:30 p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Celebrate the joy and beauty 
of the season in Highlands.

This indicates a variety of  proper-
ties in size, location and view ranging from 
$351/SF up to $1141/SF, quite a variance in 
price. It is obvious that an in-town location 
with an exceptional view brings the highest 
price, even if  it is the smallest house. This 
also shows why it is important to obtain a 
Comparative Market Analysis using sold 
properties to come up with an accurate ask-
ing price.

I don’t expect that Bravo will do a 
“Selling Highlands” show but there are 
properties that would certainly be worth 

showcasing. Although we do have a lot of  
negotiations that go on, I don’t think our 
brokers would provide the drama that New 
York and LA seem to have! I don’t ever see 
the agents talking about where to golf, fish, 
hike, shop or eat. To them it is about the deal 
and moving on to the next sale.

Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-Charge 
of  Landmark Realty Group’s Highlands Of-
fice. Stop by his office on Main Street to say 
hello or reach him at 678-936-9309 or carl@
landmarkrg.com. 

make employees happy,” Commissioner 
Shearl said. “You’re saying that we need to 
take this funding and give it to employees 
so we can be competitive, but the govern-
ment is trying to be competitive on the tax-
payers back.”

According to public information, the 
UNC School of  Government explained 
this AFTER the April 2023 ruling, despite 
Shearl’s claims to the contrary, Roland’s 
proposal for premium pay met all federal 
requirements. 

“The ability to reimburse for prior ex-
penditures, particularly in the Revenue Re-
placement category, provides a simplified 
path to legally obligate and expend a local 
government’s ARP/CLSFRF funds, which 
effectively converts the cash to unrestricted 
fund balance,” Kara Millonzi published on 
June 30, 2023 for UNC School of  Govern-
ment. “The ARP/CSLFRF allows expendi-
tures on eligible projects in four broad cat-
egories: Responding to COVID-19 and Its 
Negative Economic Impact; Revenue Re-
placement; Premium Pay; Necessary Water, 
Wastewater, Stormwater, and Broadband 
Infrastructure.

“U.S. Treasury has defined in detail 
what qualifies as lawful expenditures in 
each of  these categories. And North Caro-
lina local governments also must have state 
law authority for the expenditures. (There 
are some expenditures authorized by the 
grant that are not authorized for NC local 
governments under state law.)

“The grant allows for reimbursements 
of  eligible project expenditures in any of  
these categories for costs incurred on or 
after March 3, 2021. The reimbursement 
may occur at any time before December 31, 
2024, the grant obligation deadline.”

In addition to detailing the allowable 
expenses, Millonzi’s publication further ex-
plained that not only is the revenue replace-
ment method Roland proposed and Shearl 
accused of  being manipulative allowed, it is 
how the majority of  county’s have utilized 
the funds. 

“The Revenue Replacement category 

allows ARP/CSLFRF funds to be spent 
on almost anything a local government 
has state law authority to spend money on, 
including salaries/benefits and other gen-
eral government or public enterprise ex-
penses. The only prohibited expenditures 
are (1) extra pension fund contributions; 
(2) borrowing costs or debt service (loan) 
payments; (3) financial reserves / rainy 
day fund contributions; (4) litigation costs, 
including settlements / judgements / con-
sent decrees; (5) expenditures that under-
mine or discourage compliance with Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines; 
(6) expenditures that violate federal conflict 
of  interest provisions; (7) expenditures that 
violate state law or other federal laws and 
regulations, including applicable Uniform 
Guidance requirements; and (8) expendi-
tures that the local government has or will 
receive other external funding to cover (in 
other words, no double dipping). Further, 
US Treasury has waived several of  the most 
complex compliance requirements for ex-
penditures in this category.”

Shearl turned his comments to Roland 
away from the premium pay discussion and 
informed Roland that he has reviewed eight 
budget cycles that have been overseen by 
Roland as Manager and made the accusa-
tion that Roland has increased the county’s 
budget by $25 million over that time period. 

“I have looked at eight budget cycles 
since you have been here and the budget 
has increased $25 million and the only thing 
taxpayers have gained by this $25 million 
in the budget is higher salaries and a larger 
government. That is what we have gained 
and our county is falling apart,” Shearl said. 

Roland disagreed and said, “In your 
eyes,” Roland responded. “I think we have 
a pretty good county.”

Shearl then claimed that in a pri-
vate meeting he had with Roland that the 
county manager said county departments 
were 50% overstaffed… to which Roland 
immediately interjected adamantly denying 
the claim, at which point Shearl called for 

...SHEARL continued from page 7

• See SHEARL page 14
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Highlands Food & Wine 2023 - Nov. 9-12

• More than 2,500 tickets sold
• Ticket purchasers hailed from 
19 different states as far away as 

California.
• 40 local & regional restaurants 

• 50+ wineries, breweries &  
spiriters participated.

Photos by Kim Lewicki



• See SHEARL page 22
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Wine Wednesdays
Each Wednesday through Thanksgiving

Spread the season’s joy with hand-
crafted treasures! Discover unique 
finds at The Shop and Studio Barn: 
sculpture, pottery, paintings, textiles, 
glass, photography, books, & more. 
Your purchase supports regional 
artists and our creative economy. Plus, 
savor a glass of wine while you shop 
every “Wine Wednesday” through 
Thanksgiving at The Bascom.

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC 
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Wednesdays
3:30 pm - 5 pm

Walk-in 
closet and 
balcony. 
One year 
minimum 

lease.
$3,800/mth.

(unfurnished)

Call 
828-200-0044.

New 
1-bedroom 
downtown 
Highlands 
apartment 
in Village 
Square.

Roland to resign from his position.  
“I didn’t say that, John,” said Roland. 
“Derek, I am going to tell you some-

thing,” said Shearl. “You have called me a 
liar four times in open session, so tonight, I 
ask for your resignation.” 

Members of  the audience expressed 
their objection to Shearl’s request, causing 
Commission Chairman Paul Higdon to 
warn the audience to remain civil or else he 
would request law enforcement to remove 
them from the meeting. 

Roland again denied Shearl’s accu-
sations and stated that if  the majority of  
board wanted him to resign, he would. 

“John, if  you can get two more com-
missioners to vote, if  you don’t like the job 
that I am doing or you think that poorly 
of  who I am or you question my character, 
and you can get two more commissioners 
to vote with you, you can have my resigna-
tion.” 

Shearl then doubled down on his orig-
inal claim regarding the budget increase, 
“The budget has increased $25 million un-
der your watch,” said Shearl. 

Shearl did not provide any documen-
tation or references to verify his claim the 
budget has increased $25 million in the last 
eight budget cycles, and according to coun-
ty records, his claim was false. 

According to public budget records, 
the FY 2015 budget proposed by County 
Manager Derek Roland was $45,521,122 
and that year the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners approved a budget in 
the amount of  $45,721,122. This year, 
for FY 2024, Roland’s budget proposal 
was $64,788,976 and the budget approved 
commissioners totaled $63,754,537, which 
would reflect an increase of  $18,024,415 
— $7 million less than Shearl’s accusation. 

Prior to the current budget year, when 
the county’s ad valorem tax rate were de-
creased to be the lowest in the entire state 
of  North Carolina, from FY15 to FY23 
the county’s budget increased by just over 
$13 million.

Further, although Shearl specifi-
cally put the responsibility of  the budget 
increase on the county manager, county 
records show that in FY 2019 Roland’s 
recommended budget was $1,192,000 less 
than budget that was approved, with the 
more than $1 million increase coming at 
the request of  county commissioners, not 
Roland. The same thing occurred in FY 
2022 when Roland’s recommended bud-
get was more than $2 million less than the 
budget that was approved, again with the 
budgetary increase coming at the request 

...SHEARL continued from page 12
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

•Biz/Org News•

On Nov. 6 and 8, Highlands own Diane Benford won two gold 
medals at the Biofreeze USA Pickleball National championships 
in Dallas, TX.On Monday, Diane and Linda Arnold rallied to win 
gold in the Women’s Double, age 70-74. Then on Wednesday, 
Benford captured another gold in the Mixed Doubles, age 65-69 
division with partner Mike Shriver, where they went undefeated.

Highlander Diane Benford takes 
Gold in Seniors BioFreeze USA  

Pickleball National Championships

From left: Diane Benford and Linda Arnold
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Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Don’t be a TURKEY
The early bird gets the deals

HUGE Pre-Turkey Day SALES 

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

HolidayHoliday
Glamor Glamor 

at at 
Diva’s!Diva’s!

(Will be closed Nov. 19-23)
Then HUGE SALE Nov. 24-25

...CIRQUE continued from page 1
Audiences raved about this year’s 
show, which featured Cirque per-
formances on the trapeze, aerial 
silks, Cyr wheel, Spanish web, as 
well as traditional circus acts and 
bungee dancing. 

More than 70 students were 
involved in this year’s produc-
tion, from on-stage performers 
to technical crew. 

Arts faculty members who 
led the show also included Selass-
ie Alleyne, Rachel Chaves, Kim-
mie Gee, Mary Lauren Keeny, 
Terri Manoogian, and Joey Wade. 

Rabun Gap is one of  the 
only schools in the country with 
a Cirque program. 

Based on Cirque du Soleil, 
the program combines aerial ac-
robatics, circus arts, theatre, and 
dance to produce an original per-
formance each year. 

Upcoming performances for 
Rabun Gap arts include a Christ-
mas Showcase on Dec. 13 and the 
much-anticipated winter musical, 
“High School Musical,” on Feb. 
8-10. 

Sophia Moore class of ’24 of Highlands, performs on the lyra in “Cirque 
Synthetica” at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School. The Christmas performance 
is set for Dec. 13.
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I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

PLA 
N::T 

by Lauren G 

rth2�; 

DRlfTWOQD 

JOHNNY WAS ft XC\/1 
J?uL t8tew � 

326 Main St. 
828-482-4375

Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www.
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluB/euNC 

Local drop-off sites open this week for 
‘Operation Christmas Child’

As the Thanksgiving season 
approaches, many families and 
children are giving thanks for all 
their blessings and sharing those 
blessing with children in need by 
packing shoeboxes with Opera-
tion Christmas Child. 

Shoebox gifts prepared by 
generous donors and filled with 
toys, personal care items, and 
school supplies may be dropped 
off  now during National Collec-
tion Week, Nov. 13¬– 20. More 
than 4,500 drop-off  sites are now 
open. 

Operation Christmas Child 
has been collecting and delivering 
shoebox gifts to children world-
wide for three decades. In 2023, 
Operation Christmas Child hopes 
to collect enough shoeboxes to 
reach another 11 million children. 
This season, there’s still time for 
individuals, families, and groups 
to transform empty shoeboxes 
into fun gifts. The project of  Sa-
maritan’s Purse partners with lo-
cal churches across the globe to 
deliver these tangible expressions 
of  God’s love to children in need. 
Find a step-by-step guide on the 
How to Pack a Shoebox webpage. 

“This season, children 
around the world need a tan-
gible reminder that there is hope 
and that God loves them,” said 
Franklin Graham, president of  
Samaritan’s Purse. “Through 
these shoebox gifts packed with 
special items, children also receive 
the opportunity to hear about 
the eternal hope found in Jesus 
Christ.” 

There are two drop-off  cen-
ters on the Plateau: First Baptist 
Church in Highlands and Ca-

shiers Baptist Church in Cashiers. 
The Central Drop-Off  Location 
for Western North Carolina is 
Holly Springs Baptist Church in 
Franklin. Signs at each location 
will identify the drop off. 

Operation Christmas Child, a 
project of  Samaritan’s Purse, seeks 
to demonstrate God’s love in a 
tangible way to children in need 
around the world and, together 
with the local church worldwide, 
to share the Good News of  Je-
sus Christ. Since 1993, Operation 
Christmas Child has collected and 
delivered more than 209 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes to children 
in more than 170 countries and 
territories. This year, Operation 
Christmas Child will celebrate its 
30th year of  ministry! 

First Baptist Church, 
Highlands (ES) 
220 Main Street 

Highlands, NC 28741 
Coordinators: 

Sergio Barranco, 
Angelica Garcia 

Thu, Nov. 16: 2 - 6 pm 
Fri, Nov. 17: 2- 5 pm 

Sat, Nov. 18: 12 - 5 pm 
Sun, Nov. 19: 1 - 5 pm 

Mon, Nov. 20: 9 Am - 12 pm 

Cashiers Baptist Church 
Cashiers

213 US Highway 64 E 
Cashiers, NC 28717 

Coordinator: Cindy Fowler 
Thu, Nov. 16: 1 - 3 pm 

Fri, Nov. 17: 10 Am - 12 pm 
Sat, Nov. 18: 9 - 11 am 
Sun, Nov. 19: 1 - 3 pm 

Mon, Nov. 20: 10 am - 12 pm 

From left: Cooper Hall (12th), Mrs. 
Nicole Lui (Counselor), Krimzon 
Rathbone (4th), Keeley Bosdell 
(7th), Mrs. Alyssa DeBois, High-
lands School Assistant Principal 
and Dave O’Harra, President, Ro-
tary Club of Highlands.

Rotary Club of 
Highlands 

honors October 
2023 ‘Students 
of the Month’
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Associate Pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 

Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Local author, entrepreneur coach, and Founder & 
CEO of  the Innovation & Creativity Institute, Susie 
deVille, has won multiple, prestigious awards for her 

business and creativity book, Buoyant: The Entrepreneur’s 
Guide to Becoming Wildly Successful, Creative, and Free. 

Buoyant has been awarded the bronze medal in the 
category of  Entrepreneurship/Small Business by Axiom 
Business Book Awards, the silver medal in the category of  
Creativity & Innovation by the Nautilus Book Awards, and 
the bronze medal in the Visionary Nonfiction category by 
the Coalition of  Visionary Resources. Buoyant was also 
a finalist in the Nonfiction Cross-Genre category by the 
International Book Awards.

The Axiom Business Book Awards are the largest 
and most respected critical guidepost for business 
books and are intended to bring increased recognition 
to exemplary business books. Previous medalists include 
Nobel laureate  Robert Shiller, former U.S. Secretary of  
State Condoleezza Rice, Pulitzer Prize winner Doris Kearns 
Goodwin, philanthropist and investor  Raymond Dalio, 
among others.

The Nautilus Book Awards represent better books for 
a better world that connect our lives as individuals, families, 
communities, and global citizens. Other notable Nautilus 
Book Award winning authors include Barbara Kingsolver, 
Louise Erdrich, Deepak Chopra, M.D., Brené Brown, 
Eckhart Tolle, and Desmond Tutu.

“I am greatly honored to be in the company of  such 
exemplary authors and distinguished publishers,” said 
Susie deVille. “I profoundly appreciate these fine awards 
programs and offer my deepest congratulations to all of  
the 2023 winners.” 

Referred to as The Artist’s Way for entrepreneurs, 
Buoyant is a practical guide for becoming your best, truest 
self  and positively impacting the world—one idea, one 
person at a time. Said deVille, “Buoyant helps you connect 
with your innate creativity, home in on  who you truly 
are, and unlock your entrepreneurial potential.”

The book is filled with resources, tips, and inspirational 
anecdotes designed to encourage, inspire, and equip readers. 

Publisher’s Weekly’s BookLife gave Buoyant a stellar 
review noting, “Readers looking for ideas for cultivating 
real change and achieving success will find much to dig 
into in this polished, inspiring guide.” Kirkus Reviews said 
“deVille’s storytelling skill, her enthusiasm for unbridled 
innovation, and her fervent belief  that everyone can achieve 
creative freedom combine to make for an engrossing self-
improvement book.”

Buoyant is available wherever books are sold.

Local 
author wins 

multiple, 
prestigious 

book awards

Susie deVille
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police en-

tries from Oct. 20. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, 
issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials 
have been used. 

Oct. 20
• Officers responded to a 

report of a purse snatching on 
Main Street.

Nov. 12
• At 2:15 a.m., Brenda Eliza-

beth Marsh, 38, of Highlands, was 
arrested for DUI, Driving left of 
center and in possession of mari-
juana when she was stopped on 
Glen Falls Road. She was issued 
an unsecured $2,000 bond. Her 
trial date is Dec. 20.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Nov. 7.

Nov. 7
• At 10:39 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on the Cashiers Road.

• At 3:20 p.m., the dept. inves-
tigated the cause of smoke at a lo-
cation on Pierson Drive.

Nov. 8
• At 9:26 a.m., the dept. inves-

tigated a call of an illegal burn at 
a residence on the Franklin Road.

• At 10:59 a.m., the dept. in-
vestigated the cause of smoke at a 
residence on Mack Wilson Road.

• At 12:18 p.m., the dept. in-
vestigated an illegal burn at a resi-
dence on Clear Creek Road.

• At 1:45 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on Pierson Drive.

• At 5:45 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Clubhouse Trail.

Nov. 9
• At 8:37 p.m. the dept. investi-

gated an illegal burn at a residence 
on Satulah Ridge Road.

• At 8:54 a.m., the dept. inves-
tigated an illegal burn on Shortoff 
Springs Road.

• At 11:55 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Clubhouse Trail.

Nov. 10
• At 12:42 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on VZ Top Road.

• At 4:44 p.m., the dept. inves-
tigated the cause of smoke at a lo-
cation in Highlands Plaza.

• At 5:07 p.m. the dept., was 
called to investigate smoke at a 
residence on Holt Circle.

• At 4:07 p.m. the dept. investi-
gated an illegal burn at a residence 
on Chowan Drive.

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
• Tanning 
• Facials  

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

• At 6:06 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Worley Road.

• At 7:34 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
N. 4th Street.

Nov. 11
• At 2:58 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a structure fire on 
Hickory Hill Road.

• At 4:57 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a motor ve-
hicle accident on the Dillard Road 
but it was unable to locate the ac-
cident.

• At 7:53 p.m. the dept. re-
sponded to a call of missing per-
son on Rock House Road.

Nov. 13
• At 2:47 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on the Dillard Road.

For Tickets and Information:For Tickets and Information:
HighlandsPerformingArts.comHighlandsPerformingArts.com

ML Theater  at the ML Theater  at the 
Highlands Performing Arts CenterHighlands Performing Arts Center
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC  507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC  

November 2-5November 2-5
&&

November 16-19November 16-19
First & Third Weekends in NovemberFirst & Third Weekends in November

Evenings: 7:30pmEvenings: 7:30pm
Sunday Matinee: 2:30pmSunday Matinee: 2:30pm

Written by Mo Gaffney & Written by Mo Gaffney & 
Kathy NajimyKathy Najimy

Directed by Mary Adair Trumbly & Erik BishopDirected by Mary Adair Trumbly & Erik Bishop

Highlands Police Department ‘Notice of Property Auction’
Notice is hereby given that 

the Highlands Police Depart-
ment, has in their possession, 
Computer Equipment, Jewelry, 
Keys and Key Rings, Pocket 
Knives, Driver’s Licenses and 
Identification documents, Golf  
Equipment, Books, Wallets, 
Purses, Credit and Debit Cards, 
Clothing, Eyeglasses and Sun-
glasses, Cell Phones, Electronics 
and Accessories, US Currency, 
Firearms, and other various 
items which have been turned 
in to the department as found 
property and have been held for 
a time greater than the required 
preservation time as described by 
state law. 

The Highlands Police De-
partment will offer said articles 
for auction beginning on Dec. 
1, 2023. A more detailed list of  
items available is posted at the 
Macon County Courthouse, 
Highlands Police Department, 
Highlands Town Hall, and High-
lands Civic Center.

Auction of  suitable prop-
erty will be handled by www.
govdeals.com and funds from 
the auctioned property will be 
turned over to the Macon Coun-
ty Public School System.

Property not suitable for do-

nation or auction will be destroyed. 
This notice is given in accordance 
with provisions of  the General 
Statutes of  North Carolina, Chap-
ter 15, Section 14.

The list of  items will be post-
ed at the Macon County Court-
house, Highlands Police Depart-
ment, Highlands Town Hall, and 
Highlands Civic Center.

Golf  bag with clubs, Red Purse, Black Verizon phone with cracked 
screen, Power unit for cell phone, Floral pattern wallet, Silver-col-
ored ring with clear stones, Hand radio, Brown wallet, iPad in black 
case, gold-in-color flat chain necklace, Black tile tracker, Samsung 
phone in broken green case, iPhone SE Charging cable and brick 
Black Cell phone with case, HDMI Cable, Volvo key fob, Gold-color 
necklace with clear stones, Toyota Tacoma keys, Assorted clothing, 
TV DVD/VHS player, Radio, Wooden snow shoes, Rifle scope, 
Black bag, iPad, Mini Infrared heater, Brasslike clock with glass en-
closure, Miscellaneous tools, Wireless keyboard, Vizio remote Black 
Sony Speaker, XBOX games, Samsung Television and remote, As-
sorted knives.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Following Jesus makes your life 
better, and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
(new series)

8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Founding Member
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Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

WANTED
RENTAL OF SMALL COTTAGE or condo 

or apartment. in Highlands or Cashiers.  Call 828-743-
3774. (st. 11/16)

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV 

Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call 
for more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 

bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 
baths $2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. 
Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No 
dogs. Inquires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-
ABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy 
access from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corpo-
rate or seasonal rental between Highlands and Frank-
lin. Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sarah-
milleratl@aol.com (st. 11/22)

HELP WANTED
LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an office 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

•Classifieds•

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

HOME REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
INTERIOR 6 EXTERIOR• REPAIR • DRYWALL i=. -� 

SHOWER REMODEL • PAINT 6 STAIN 
REPAIR • DRYWALL • CARPENTRY 

828.332.2520 
828.371.2189 

MENDOZAPAINT17@GMAIL.COM 0 

manager/executive assistant and a bookkeeper. Full-
time, compensation based on experience. Please con-
tact Regina@Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for more 
information.  (st. 11/2)

WADE HAMPTON GOLF CLUB is cur-
rently seeking an administrative manager to join the 
team. The position can be full-time with benefits or 
part-time without benefits and offers competitive 
pay and flexible hours. The administrative manager is 
responsible for clerical tasks including tracking labor, 
invoices, and supplies. This position assists with the 
distribution of inventory, running errands as needed, 
updating spreadsheets, word and excel a plus, and is re-
sponsible for welcoming guests to the golf course op-
erations department. Please contact Eric Shomaker at 
#828-743-5653 or email your resume to golfcourse@
wadehamptongc.com to apply. (st. 10/12)

SERVICES 
PROPERTY WATCH - Will watch over your 

house and property. 30 years experience. Lifetime 
resident. Honest, reliable and reasonable. Call 828-526-
2289. Leave message. (st. 11/9) 

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE LLC: 
Quality work, insured & experienced. Servicing 
Highlands for over 10 years. For a free estimate call, 
(828) 371-1702. Check out our website at, www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com (11/16)

20-FT ROLL BACK AVAILABLE for hauling, 
local or long distance. Call Danny at 828-200-2855. (st. 
9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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...SHEARL continued from page 14

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

of  county commissioners, not 
Roland. 

Commissioner Josh Young 
said he supported Roland’s pro-
posal because county commis-
sioners had already discussed 
how to spend the ARPA fund-
ing and had unanimously voted 
to spend it on premium pay and 
the action expected of  the board 
on Tuesday night was to ap-
prove changes to meet updated 
guidelines. Commissioner Danny 
Antoine said that he supported 
Roland’s proposal because the 
money was already approved for 
county employees, thus it should 
not be taken away from them. 

Commissioner Paul Higdon 
joined Shearl in voicing his ob-
jection to spending the remain-
ing ARPA funding for bonuses 
for county employees, saying he 
thought the issue was over in 
April when the federal govern-
ment declared the end of  the 
public health emergency. 

Despite Higdon’s misun-
derstanding of  the status of  the 
funding, Macon County had to 
readdress the ARPA funding 
requirement changes or the un-
spent $1.8 million would revert 
back to the federal government in 
December 2024. 

Despite voting in favor of  
allocating the majority of  the 
county’s ARPA funds for county 
employees in October 2022, on 
Tuesday night, Higdon claimed 
he was blindsided by the original 
proposal and felt forced to ap-
prove it a year ago. 

Ultimately, the Macon Coun-
ty Board of  Commissioners voted 
3-2 to approve Roland’s proposal. 

Just before midnight, after 
lengthy debates and split votes 
on several agenda topics, Com-
missioner Shearl introduced a 
resolution calling for state leaders 
to consider a change to how lo-
cal board of  education members 
are elected, at which point his 
fellow board members, Commis-
sioner Danny Antoine and Com-
missioner Josh Young requested 
the discussion be tabled due to 
the fact that the majority of  the 
county’s board of  education 
members that would be effected 
by any change, were unable to at-

tend Tuesday night’s meeting due 
to a mandatory conference. 

Expressing the frustration 
that had been visibly building 
during the meeting while being 
faced with opposition, Commis-
sioner Shearl turned to Commis-
sioner Young and asked him what 
changed with his stance since the 
private meetings they participated 
in, colluding prior to Shearl taking 
his oath of  office last November. 

“Last November, at Com-
missioner Antoine’s house, before 
we were all sworn into office, we 
had many meetings about these 
very same things. Partisan School 
Boards. Redistricting the county. 
What has changed?” Commis-
sioner Shearl confessed. 

As Young began to respond 
to Shearl’s comments, noting the 
personal nature of  his question, 
Commissioner Antoine interject-
ed supporting Young in tabling 
the discussion as a “professional 
courtesy” to school board mem-
bers not in attendance. 

Despite Antoine’s attempt 
to redirect the conversation, 
Shearl once again spoke directly 
to Commissioner Young saying, 
“We talked about this in depth.”

Commissioner Young re-
sponded denying Shearl’s claims. 

“I don’t want you to put 
words in my mouth,” Young said. 
“I didn’t say anything about this. 
We had discussions, we had a lot 
of  discussions. A lot of  crazy 
conspiracy discussions that got 
thrown out there, too, and I am 
not supporting them either.”

After Shearl failed to gain 
support from any of  his fellow 
commissioners regarding moving 
forward with the school board 
elections discussion, Commis-
sioner Young implored county 
leaders to refocus efforts for the 
betterment of  Macon County. 

“Let me ask you all this. 
When are we going to take on 
something that actually mat-
ters for the people of  Macon 
County?” Commissioner Young 
questioned. “All we are doing is 
playing in the weeds and it is un-
der your [Chairman Higdon] di-
rection. Let’s talk about building 
a school. Capital needs. You talk 
about not spending money at the 

middle school, but then you want 
to go to Main Street and that has 
nothing to do with the board. We 
sit on this board and contradict 
ourselves every day. If  we are go-
ing to start calling someone out, 
let’s just call a spade a spade. Let’s 
get rid of  our pet projects, and 
let’s worry about the county as a 
whole. I feel like what is happen-
ing right now is you guys have pet 
projects that you have set meet-
ings about, and no one on this 
board knew about them, then 
you come before the meeting and 
expect me to pass this or that. 
We had discussions for weeks 
and talked about everything, but 
you get hung up on political is-
sues that have to do with other 
elected bodies, that is national 
politics you are driving into this 
community to divide us.” 

As Chairman Higdon at-
tempted to redirect the conver-
sation to close out the meeting, 
Commissioner Shearl stood up 
from his seat and began to pack 
up his things and once again 
became confrontational toward 
County Manager Roland saying, 
“You like that, Manager? You 
look at me like that. With that 
smirk.” 

While Shearl continued 
standing and packing up his be-
longings, Commissioner Higdon 
and Commissioner Young dis-
cussed ways to get things done 
more efficiently in the future. 
The meeting concluded shortly 
thereafter. Commissioner Shearl 
continued making negative com-
ments directed toward Roland. 

“Sitting over there with that 
smirk on his face. Arrogant. He 
wouldn’t be so arrogant if  he 
knew what people said about 
him,” Shearl said while heading 
toward the exit. Attempting to 
diffuse the situation and redi-
rect conversation, Sheriff  Brent 
Holbrooks responded to Shearl 
saying, “I’ll tell you what people 
say about him, that everything he 
does is for this county and the 
county employees.” 

Sheriff  Holbrooks and oth-
er law enforcement then escorted 
county leaders out of  the court-
house, ensuring no further con-
frontations occurred. 
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Global Real Estate Advisor
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742 
AndreaGabbard@

gmail.com

4.22+/- Sloping acres on 
Whiteside Mountain Rd, 

Highlands
Mountain masterpiece. 

Unparalleled blend 
of sophistication and 

comfort. 
Up-close and long-range 

views. 4 BD suites. 
Gated entrance

MLS #: R103071. 
Offered for $5.3M



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Daily
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.


