Sunday Nov. 5 we gain an hour!
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After several weeks of questions answered by the five candidates for the three

seats open on the Town Board, it appears all

five are qualified and agree on all major issues accept Short-Term Rentals and term limits. (See those opinions in this issue.)
Incumbent Commissioners John Dotson and Brian Stiehler oppose Short-term Rentals in Rl and R2, but say they are OK
in commercial zones. Dotson would like STRs to be amortized as soon as possible. Stiehler says it's not fair that an STR is
worth more than a home that isn’t an STR. Craig,Weller and Wilson would allow STRs with current Town regulations as
stated in the current UDO. Get out and vote this Tuesday and choose the candidates who represent your views.

- Photo by Kim Lewicki

This is week 6 of the Candidate Q&A

Five candidates are vying for
three seats on the Town Board -
two incumbents and three new-
comets.

This is the sixth week and fi-

nal week of the Q&A leading up
to the Now. 7 election. Candidates
are listed alphabetically.

Question #6:

The final question in our G-part

series is: Shonld there be term limits for
Town Board Commiissioners and May-
or? Is there anything else you wonld like
1o address?

* See Q&A page 30

The truth about STRs and Highlands
School enrollment statistics

A letter-to-the-editor in the
Oct. 26 edition of Highlands
Newspaper and an ad that ran
the same week in The Highlander
newspaper both submitted by the
Highlands Neighborhood Coali-
tion (HNC) has the community
scratching its head and question-
ing HNC’s claims as well as its
logic.

“Highlands School enroll-
ment is declining — What does
that mean for our town?” they
asked.

“Highlands  School enroll-
ment has decreased almost 13%,
the largest percentage in Macon
County since 2019 based on data
provided by the Macon County
Board of Education,” was the
claim in their letter.

The letter goes on to say,
“There are between 275 and 400
short-term rentals in Highlands
according to recent estimates.
Those used to be single-family
residences. Residents have been
displaced and young families can-

not afford to live in Highlands.
Fewer young families mean fewer
school-aged children.”

Obviously, HNC considers
what they call the “proliferation”
of Short-term Rentals (STRs) as
the culprit to the decrease in High-
lands School enrollment. How-
ever, as always, facts tell the real
story.

First, enrollment statistics.

Yes, the 2023-24 enrollment
is less than it was years ago -- in

* See TRUTH pagel4

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

We offer our clients proprietary entrée
to a world of affluent buyers and sellers.
Contact us today.

Let's discuss what we can do for you!

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300+ 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 520.4104
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rsday with a ribbon cutting.
- Photo by Jim Lewicki
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Hotwire Communications
opens Fision experience

On the heels of bringing ul-
tra-fast broadband to the heart of
an area long underserved by tech-
nology’s ever-changing demands,
last Thursday Hotwire Commu-
nications, along with local elected
officials including Highlands May-
or Pat Taylor and the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce, gathered
to officially open the Highlands

Fision Experience Center.

In September 2021, the
Town of Highlands partnered
with Hotwire Communications
to deliver state-of-the-art Fision
products and technology powered
by their multi-Gigabit fiber-optic
network. Following extensive
network upgrades, hundreds of

* See HOTWIRE page 21

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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We need rain!

he picture says it all. The
water is just going over
the Lake Sequoyah Dam.

Highlands has not had significant
rain for some time, and 1 don’t
see any in the immediate future.

Are we in a drought period?
Yes, indeed, but we are not at a
point where the mayor has to
declare a water emergency or in-
stitute a burning band. At least
not yet.

But to illustrate where we
are, our water plant

Vo=

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

resources make the treatment pro-
cess at the plant take somewhat
longer. The fresher and cooler the
watet, the better. In summary, the
! town is ok for now, but prayets
for rain would be appreciated.

I also hope folks will exercise
caution in burning outside fire
pits and fireplaces during the dry
fall season. By ordinance, burning
leaves and vegetative matter in an
unconfined space and unmanned
is prohibited. Also, as always, the
construction  prac-

operators  routinely
pump water from a |
weir just below the
plant to make a daily
supply of  water.
They can’t do it right
now because the wa-
ter flow is so low that
their pumps could
literally dry up Big
Creck.  Fortunately,
the town has a pump station at Big Creck
next to US 64 and a major intake station
about 50 yards away from Sequoyah Dam.
Low levels and slow flow of our water

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com

Phone: (828) 200-1371
Email:

HighlandsEditor@aol.com
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
Locally owned and operated by
Kim & Jim Lewicki
Adobe PDF version at
www,HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741
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design elements may be used without
permission from the publisher.
Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit.We reserve the
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of Highlands Newspaper.

tice of grub burning
at building site is not
permitted in High-
lands. Our fire depart-
ment will be on the
lookout for violators.
If you have any ques-
tions, please call the
fire department for
information at (828)
526-3645.

This week, we saw the first significantly
below-freezing temperatures. Don’t forget
to turn off and drain outside water faucets
or lines. Every year, we have reports of bro-
ken outside yard lines that result in high wa-
ter bills.

Also, if you plan on being away from
your home in Highlands for some time,
please cut off and drain your interior wa-
terlines. Last year’s Big Freeze caught a lot
of folks off guard, and the town had many
residences and businesses gushing water all
at once. At one point, our water department
folks were concerned about maintaining ad-
equate pressure and supplies.

If the lines in an unoccupied house
cannot be drained, two things can be done,
either separately or together. First, do not
turn off the heat or turn it down so low that
pipes can freeze. An overall warm house
helps keep pipes from freezing. Second, if
one is away for a short time, keeping a faucet
slightly dripping helps prevent frozen lines.
Just a slow movement of water is a preventa-
tive freezing measure.

Finally, in the case of a power outage
or a water line rupture, please call Town Hall
at (828) 526-2118. During business hours,
* See MAYOR page 12
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I don't care if the Anderson's Lab has one.
I'm not getting you a gun.”"
- WEATHER®
Thu, 2-Nov Fri, 3-Nov Sat, 4-Nov Sun, 5-Nov
\ I / \ ! / \ I /

_O_ 48°F _O_ 5T°F _O_ 64°F 64°F
/ l \ 20°F / : \ 27T°F y : \ 27°F l 39°F
Plenty of sunshine Plenty of sunshine Sunny and pleasant Partly sunny and

delightful
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High 53° Low: 19° High: 61° Low: 27° High: 69° Low. 30° High: 68° Low: 37°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

T e O 99 A
HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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HANKSGIVING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Gather 'round the

table at Madison’s this
Thanksgiving for a traditional
three-course fetast!
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Monday - Friday, 11am -3 pm
226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

e FINANCIAL MATTERS ®

The expiration of the tax cuts and
jobs act of 2017

he Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act of 2017, often re-
ferred to as TCJA,

brought significant changes to
the US. tax code when it was
signed into law by President
Trump. However, many of its
provisions were set to sunset
(or expire) in 2025, and as a re-
sult, taxpayers and businesses
are beginning to consider the
tax changes that would come
with the sunset of this legisla-
tion. In this article, we’ll explore
the key tax changes that would
occur if TCJA’s regulations are
allowed to expire.

Individual Tax Rates: One of the most
significant aspects of the TCJA was the re-
duction in individual tax rates. This included
a lower maximum tax rate for individuals
and married couples filing jointly. The sun-
set of TCJA will lead to the return of higher
tax rates for certain income brackets. This
change will affect individuals with higher
incomes, who are now subject to higher
federal tax rates.

Standard Deduction: The TCJA neatrly
doubled the standard deduction, making it
more attractive for many taxpayers to take
the standard deduction rather than item-
izing their deductions. With the expiration
of TCJA, the standard deduction would re-
turn to its previous lower levels, potentially
impacting those who previously benefited
from itemizing their deductions.

State and Local Tax (SALT) Deduc-
tions: One of the most contentious aspects
of the TCJA was the limitation placed on
SALT deductions, which capped the amount
individuals could deduct for state and local
taxes. There is renewed debate over the res-
toration of these deductions. Many high-tax
states have been advocating for an increase
in the cap or the complete repeal of this
limitation regardless of whether the law is
allowed to sunset ot not.

Child Tax Credit: The TCJA signifi-
cantly increased the Child Tax Credit, pro-
viding more financial relief to families with
dependent children. With the sunset of
TCJA, the Child Tax Credit would revert

Michael P Henderson,
CFP® CKA®
Founder/Wealth Advisor

Crossover Point Advisors

to its prior, lower amount,
which will likely impact fami-
lies’ tax obligations.

Business Taxation: The
TCJA also made substantial
changes to corporate taxa-
tion, including reducing the
corporate tax rate. While the
sunset of TCJA will result
in a partial rollback of these
rate reductions, corporate tax
rates would be lower than
they were before the TCJA
was enacted helping the U.S.
remain a relatively attractive
destination for businesses.

Pass-Through Business
Deductions: One of the key elements of
TCJA was the introduction of a deduction
for pass-through businesses, such as part-
nerships, S corporations, and sole propri-
etorships. With the expiration of TCJA,
the rules governing these deductions will
revert to previous levels, affecting the tax
liabilities of many small business owners
including me.

Estate Tax: The TCJA significantly
increased the estate tax exemption, allow-
ing individuals to pass on more wealth
without incurring federal estate tax. As a
result of expiration, the estate tax exemp-
tion would be reduced. Estate planning
considerations will become more com-
plex once again.

It’s important to note that the expi-
ration of the TCJA’s provisions will likely
lead to ongoing debates in Congress dut-
ing the 2024 election cycle as policymak-
ers are faced with decisions about whether
to extend certain provisions, revert to pre-
TCJA rules, or enact new tax laws alto-
gether. Taxpayers and businesses should
stay informed about these changes and
plan their financial strategies accordingly.

* Securities offered through LPL Financial,
Mentber FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice of-
fered through Crossover Point Adyisors, an SEC
Registered Investment Advisor and separate en-
tity from LPL Financial Content in the material
is for general information only and not intended
to provide specific advisor or recommendations for
any individual.




CASHIERS - SILVER SLIP FALLS

MLS# 102928 | $1,895,000 @ @ @

This stunning mountain contemporary home offers a picturesque blend of mountain
and river views, nestled within a secure gated community between Highlands and
Cashiers. With ceilings that reach for the sky and walls of glass, living here feels like
residing in a treehouse. Step onto the expansive outdoor decks, where you can enjoy
the sounds of the river behind the home. The kitchen’'s spacious island and cozy
window seat make it the heart of the home. The great room boasts wood ceilings and
gleaming wood floors, complemented by a corner fireplace. Meticulously maintained
and featuring an encapsulated crawl space, this home is inimpeccable condition.
TVR THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
1% JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TS TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
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FRANKLIN

MLS# 103131 | $667,000 @ @ @

This attractive farmhouse-styled cabin is just minutes away from downtown
Franklin at an elevation of more than 3,300 that offers breathtaking, panoramic
mountain views. Inside, the home conveys warmth and comfort, featuring vaulted
and beamed ceilings, rich hardwood fioors, a stunning stone fireplace, and built-
in bookcases that add character to the living room. The well-designed kitchen
simplifies meal preparation with its functional layout and offers the added bonus of
windows on two sides. A two-car garage and a generator complete this mountain
retreat, offering more storage space, and comfort when the lights go out. The
landscaped grounds have plenty of space for gardening. Offered furnished.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

~ JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. &
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair
Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4 p.m.
Dinner begins at 5:30

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

IGHL ANDS DINING ®

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Open for
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

= TUES - SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@5:30 PM

RESTAURANT
DINE INAND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade defi
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed. —Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Hzghlunder Mountain House

WED.-FRI.
Lunch and Dinner
SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner
SUN.
Brunch and Supper
BRUNCH:I0a to 3p
LUNCH: | la to 3p
DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p
290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
nightly
5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

"ty

Homemade Ice Cream
featuring all time Favorite Flavors
PLUS:

Tequila ° Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

Cups

Cone®
Milkshakes

S
11100t111 es

ce Erea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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Background checks for all

Dear Editor,

If according to the article in the Oct. 19 edition enti-
tled “Background checks are being considered for library
workers,” does it not also seem fair that such checks are
made of the Fontana Library System advisory board and
the Macon County Board of Commissioners?

Dean Zuch
Scaly Mountain

Excoriating veterans who
back Trump

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to the letter-to-the-editor en-
titled “A soldier’s right” that ran in the Oct. 19 edition of
Highlands Newspaper.

/Méfd;,;fn Fast Fog)a"&x\
~ Courtyard Market Y

N,

. 5 :
“Mon.-Fri.* n:30atosp
N /
*-S_;_{t‘,- noontosp

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up.
208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * (828) 305-7509

828-526-4035

YME GOURMET

R a N T

T a W

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days
a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:

5:30p - until

I am a combat veteran (135 Combat Missions, 100 of
those flights over North Vietnam) and I proudly support
Trump. Why do I support this loudmouthed, boastful, ar-
rogant New Yorker? For the same reason I loved to fol-
low loudmouthed, boastful, arrogant fighter pilot leaders:
THEY GET THINGS DONE and THEY SUCCEED
AT THEIR MISSIONS! If you care to confront me face-
to-face, I have given the Lewickis permission to share my
phone number or email address with you.

Yes, I support Trump because he kept the inflation
low, without the Covid disaster...the US Economy was
booming, he quieted the terrorist (HAMAS, ISSIS, etc.),
the Southern Border was secure and not pumping illegal
drugs and illegal aliens into the USA, Trump supported
the military by building weapons and manpower strengths,
and he led Our Nation out front...NOT STUMBLING,
BUMBLING, BLUNDERING!

Paul Schowalter, USAF Colonel, retired,
Highlands,
popschow@gmail.com

Stop blaming STRs for
everything

Dear Editor,

It baffles me to continue to see the Short-term Rental
(STR) issue placed center stage as the most pressing issue
facing Highlands. The Highlands Neighborhood Coalition
appears to make the case that if Highlands bans all STRs,
we will once again live in eutopia and love all our neigh-
bors.

Highlands is a unique town made up of unique resi-
dents that rely upon a unique economy. I would argue the
Highlands economy relies on visitors, part-time residents
and full-time residents to create the benefits we all enjoy
with great shops and restaurants. The continued push to
completely ban all STRs in the Town of Highlands will not
only harm the fragile economic ecosystem of Highlands
but most importantly, it destroys one of the most basic
principles of our Republic which is private property rights.

As an owner of two short-term rental properties, I
have accepted the current ruling of the Town Board and
I believe it addresses the concern of the potential prolif-
eration of STRs and their impact on our quality of life in
Highlands. I also believe it creates problems with property
owners like me who may want to rent on a long-term basis
for a period of time and switch back to a short-term basis
without losing my non-conforming use status.

I remind those individuals and commissioners who
do not support STRs that STRs were perfectly legal and
in compliance with the existing UDO prior to Septem-
ber 2022, when individuals and entities invested millions
of dollars in their properties. Unfortunately, it took town
commissioners over a year and spending tens of thousands
of taxpayer dollars in legal fees to arrive at the current or-
dinance. Banning existing STRs in the future will likely
have the same results.

I would also like to address the letter-to-the-editor in
the October 26, issue of the Highlands Newspaper en-
titled “Highlands School enrollment is declining — What
does that mean for our townr” that attempts to make a

* See LETTERS page 12

2023 Election

| Vote bg Nov. 7th for the |
g‘! TWO candidates who are: |
|

Good 1Cor
RESIDENTS

Good for
NEIGHBORHOODS

Good for
HIGHLANDS

B SAMPLE BALLOT

Town of Highlands

Board of
Commissioners

John “Buz” |
Dotson

Brian J.

Stiehler

.4

This ad was funded by Residents,
Neigh}:)ors and Neighff)orhoods.

Join us:

High|andsNeighborhooc]Coalition.com

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD CQALITION

FPRESERVE | PROTECT | ADVOCATE

Paid for bg Highlands Neighborhood

Coalition, Inc. Not authorized ya candidate.




Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Nov. 2,2023 - 828-200-1371

QO
)

1N
GIVE
The Gift of

ART

Xhe Bascom's Holiday Arts & Crafts Show provides a unique
shopping experience on the plateau, showcasing a selection of
high-quality handmade works by local and regional artists.
Additional work by Bascom Studio Members will be on
display in the Bascom Studio Barn.

THERASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

Holiday Arts
& Crafts Show

Nov 4

Saturday
10am -4 pm

Three Opportunities to Shop

The Bascom Terrace

Participating local artists:

Carla Henriquez, Stephen King, Christine and Jim Smith,
Martha Sutherland-Wright, Cath Connelly Hudson, April
McNiff, Kathleen Woodring, Barbara Sallows, Deborah
Bryant, Madison Dunaway, Annell Metsker, and Olga King

Bascom Studio Barn

Enjoy handmade pottery including both functional wares
and sculpture. All work is made by Studio Members.

The Bascom Shop

Xhe Bascom Shop showcases a wealth of local and regional
artistic talent, representing over 150 artists each year.

THERASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949
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Update or wait...That is the question

rokers are constantly
faced with this situ-
ation. We often hear

from our buyers: “Well, I
don’t mind a little work!” Or:
“I don’t want anything that
needs work,” or: “I want a
fixer-uppet!” So, our work [
begins! We don’t really know
how to define what a “little”
work means and since our
MLS doesn’t have a box to
check for fixer-upper we do
a “blind test!”

-- so prices are all over the
board.

If you choose to re-
model a “fixer-upper,” al-
ways ask for references and
credentials from contractors
because many have had to
“do-over” renovations that
were already done and paid
for. I had a seller who had
to correct a situation that
cost him over $125,000 just
to make the home sale-able!
No permits were pulled so

. Pat Allen BIC
. We walk into an over-  Ajlen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen  1© CO w;as done to allow
priced house with Formica Realty Group. occupancy! Another was a

countertops and fiberglass

inserts for showers so is it considered a
“little” or a lot? Immediately we are asked
if we, the broker, know someone who is
reputable, honest, and affordable. When
we inform them that builders are quot-
ing between $650 -$1,000 a square foot
to build, they are amazed, and everyone
blames Covid for everything! Further-
more, builders have approximately a 1- 2
year waiting list and then estimate two
years to build! So, a home needing work
can seem the better option.

Brokers are often asked how we price
homes. It is now very difficult because we
don’t know or quote square footage -- this
is a rule our Board of Realtors has due
to frivolous lawsuits. We go by county re-
cords which aren’t always correct because
the current assessors don’t even come in-
side to reassess and base their assessment
on original plans. Therefore, they aren’t
aware of finished basements, screened
porches turned into sunrooms, garages
that became dens or if the current owner
has changed from Formica to quartzite
countertops or if the carpet was replaced
with hardwood floors.

They don’t know if air-conditioning
was added or Wolf appliances replaced
the original GE ones. This is why the
tax assessments are usually low and buy-
ers question why the asking price is high
in comparison. Hence, it is difficult for
us. Factor in that prices have gone up so
quickly -- we can blame Covid and the
exodus it created with supply and demand

costly $40,000 mistake! If
you are the seller you need to consider
that the remodeling costs now are much
higher than three years ago and take that
into account when pricing, I hear over and
over: “if they want to upgrade the kitchen
and baths, they can do that, I'm not!” But
you need to understand it will be costly
and time-consuming and price your home
accordingly so a buyer will consider the
challenge to have a win-win transaction.

If you are willing to upgrade the
kitchen and baths in a home, you will
more than recoup your investment. Buy-
ers who want to “walk right in and sit
right down” will more than pay for your
work. Just use quality materials and neu-
tral colors. Lighten the rooms any way you
can: dark rooms even with trac lightening
are difficult to sell. If the appliances are
moaning and groaning and on their last
leg, it’s time to retire them! Remodeling is
not for sissies so get ready!

My broker opinion is that doing the
work to remodel will pay off. But don’t
overprice when the home is complet-
ed. Buyers are savvier now and do their
“homework” before overpaying;

* Pat Allen is the broker-in-charge
of Allen Tate/Pat Allen Realty Group in
the downtown office at 295 Dillard Road.
She is a Certified Luxury Home Market-
ing Specialist, a consistent award-winner,
and a top producer every year for her real
estate career of 19 years. You may reach
her at 828-200-9179 or email her at pat.
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UNRIVALED LUXURY

allen

Realtors®

i =5 porte - -i:a. T L e e
Enjoy nature and privacy at its finest in this %  Charming home with flowing stream and
prestigious property surrounded by waterfalls. e large covered porch with fireplace.
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $2,249,000 | MLS #103219  F& ' Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,200,000 | MLS #103213
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252 o
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J y. COMPANIES _#
I NTERNSTE R Rooted locally. Connected globally. L “F.T§E WORLD:, :
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‘Wreaths Across America Day’ is Sat. Dec. 16

Wreaths across America Day is on Saturday, Dec. 16 beginning at noon from the Rec
Park from where volunteers will be shuttled to and from before and after placing wreaths.

Wreaths can be sponsored for $17 and order forms can be printed from the Facebook
page at https://bitly/donatehighlandswaa2023. Forms ate also available at Highlands
United Methodist Church, Highlands Rec Park or Highlands Decorating Center. You can
also sponsor online at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/.../167634/Overview/ ...

This is Highlands’ 7th year honoring veterans on national Wreaths across America
Day. The 2023 theme is “Serve and Succeed.” The goal is to have 575 wreaths to be placed
at cemeteries in Highlands, Scaly Methodist, Scaly Mountain, Baptist, Horse Cove, Mace-
donia (Satolah), Clear Creek, Buck Creek, Mt. Moriah (Goldmine) and Miller. Wreaths will
also be available for some family cemeteries in the area.

< 2"%

FALL .
SPECIAL! ™=

For 38 years, Shiraz has of fered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventory of genuinely
hand woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING < RESTORATION - APPRAISALS

T T

(828) 526-5759
Main Street - Dak Square - Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

New 1-bedroom downtown Highlands
apartment in Village Square.

Walk-in
closet and
balcony.
One year
minimum
lease.
$3,800/
mth.
(unfurnished)
Call
828-200-0044.

 INK PENN ®

From Long Island to London

s you search for
Ayour next great

read, you’ll see the
phrase, “an unputdownable
mystery” or thriller or what-
ever genre the book falls
into. I suspect the books fall
short of that hype all too
often. For different reasons,
the last two books I read
truly were unputdownable,
at least for me.

Both have witty, snappy
dialogue, though one takes place on Long
Island and the other in London. Both are
contemporary novels with strong women
characters. The Long Island story seems
slightly less serious early on, but as it pro-
gresses, the stakes become higher — as in
life and death for the protagonist.

The London tale focuses on life-
changing circumstances — how life can
change in a flash for better or worse. In
both books, it’s how the women shift their
perspectives and handle what’s thrown at
them that will keep you turning the pages.

Takes One to Know One
by Susan Isaacs

I recall reading Isaacs’ 1978 novel,
“Compromising Positions” and finding it
hilarious. I may or may not have seen the
movie version, ‘“Positions,” with Susan Sa-
randon, Judith Ivey, and Raul Julia. I cer-
tainly don’t recall seeing Joe Mantegna as
the murder victim.

But I digress (not unusual for mel)
I picked up this 2019 book when I saw a
blurb about a second book featuring Corie
Geller, a former FBI agent turned subur-
ban housewife. Naturally, I went in search
of the first one so I could start at the be-
ginning of what may turn into a series.

I knew I"d made a good choice when I
saw this “Wall Street Journal” review: “Ms.
Isaacs is a witty author, but comedy gives
way to terror as Corie’s inevitable confron-
tation with her dangerous quarry nears. All
the foreshadowing and presaging pays off
in spades, and the scenes that tie up loose
ends are a pleasure to read.”

The WSJ nailed it. It’s the snappy
and snarky dialogue that makes the book,
though the mystery is well-plotted, too.
The dynamics between Corie and her
handsome husband, Judge Josh Geller, and
the cover story she lives so that her Long

Kathy Manos Penn

Island friends don’t find out
about her past lay a fascinat-
ing foundation for the mys-
tery.

I recommend reading it
for the laugh-out-loud mo-
ments, the family dynamics,
and the twists and turns. I'm
off to find “Bad, Bad Sey-
mour Brown,” the sequel.

Someone Else’s Shoes
by Jojo Moyes

What a story! We wom-
en certainly know the power of a good pair
of shoes--whether it’s the heels that make
us feel like a million dollars (until we walk
in them for more than 10 minutes) or the
go-to, practical & comfy flats that allow us
to accomplish the endless tasks we tend to
everyday.

This tale captures both as we get to
know several strong women--strong in
different ways, but in the end--strong. Ni-
sha, the original owner of a pair of red
Louboutin heels, is a glamorous woman
wed to a powerful but controlling man.
Sam, the hard-working career woman who
unwittingly picks up the wrong gym bag,
has little sense of style. She’s too busy sup-
porting her family in the wake of her hus-
band’s job loss and depression. She’s too
busy dealing with the condescending boss
who treats her as though she’s an idiot.

Then there are Jasmine and Andrea,
friends--often saviors--of the two main
characters. Nisha and Sam literally walk
in each other’s shoes, and the plot show-
cases how doing so can change how you
act, how you see yourself, and what you
can accomplish. Just when you think the
story is over, the author throws in a twist
you never saw coming, This is a book you
don’t want to miss.

The only downside to reading two un-
putdownable books in one week is the lack
of sleep. Fortunately, I’'m retired, and can
indulge in my go-to cure for late nights, an
afternoon nap.

*» Award-winning author Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy
mysteries at Shakespeare & Co. in High-
lands, Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and
on Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@
gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook,
www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/.
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Recent Sales
in Highlands

1065 CLAIRE LANE
Highlands Falls Country Club
Sold for $1,483,185
Represented Buyers

18 VILLAGE WALK
Village Walk

Sold for $1,575,000
Represented Buyers

Serving Highlands

REDEFINING LUXURY REAL ESTATE MARKETING

At our core, we firmly believe that success is best measured by the relationships
we cultivate with our clients. That’s precisely why we
take immense pride in offering a premier service that caters to the
needs of both buyers and sellers alike. With our dedicated team,
you can expect nothing less than next-level personal attention,

expert guidance, and solutions that are driven by results.

Connect with our team today and experience for yourself the kind
of difference a strong, collaborative relationship can make.

S'iﬁve)v CAuk

REAL ESTATE GROUP

537 MAIN STREET | 828-526-2999 | NCLIVING.COM




Page 12 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Nov. 2,2023 - 828-200-1371

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

personnel will answer calls. After hours and
on weekends, we have a system of prompts
that can be followed to report a problem.
One of our staff will be on call at their
home, monitoring the incoming calls. The
staff member will have a radio and contact
the appropriate crew to respond. If the
lines are busy, it is probably because other

Mountain HomeMinders

HOME WATCH » HOME MANAGEMENT

folks are calling in the same outage. Every-
one’s patience will be appreciated.

In bad weather situations, I will do my
best to post information on my Askmayor-
Pat.com website. As always, please do not
call 911 for a residential outage. Those lines
need to be kept open for life-and-death situ-
ations.

mfaﬂmmmmmm':ahmﬂw

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Management Services
for Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin,
Highlands, and Cashiers.

Loretta Peake Newton still believes

A /4%
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com
MountainHomeMinders.com

that personal care and attention to
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

..LETTERS continued from page 7

correlation to the declining enrollment at
Highlands School and STRs. The letter
cites absolutely zero evidence of a cor-
relation between declining enrollment and
the approximate 275 STRs in the Town of
Highlands. As a resident of this commu-
nity for over 16 years, I can attest to the
difficulty of recruiting younger families to
our community, and I simply cannot see
how 275 STRs can be attributed to High-
lands School declining enrollment.

Factors that should be considered in
declining enrollment could include Sum-
mit Charter School’s high school expan-
sion and the increase in attendance at
Rabun Gap Nacoochee School.

Other factors may include limited

high-paying employment opportunities for
young families and the cost of housing.
The cost of housing should not just be at-
tributed to STRs which make up less than
10% of the approximately 3,000 residential
units in the Town of Highlands.

If you want to see more families in
Highlands, we likely need to create more
housing for our workforce which may re-
quite the Town of Highlands to expand
water and sewer services to make it eco-
nomically viable for a developer. I hope the
community can come together to develop
solutions for additional housing and stop
blaming everything on STRs.

Jerry Moore
Highlands

Highlands Sotheby’s

I NTER'\IATIONHL REALTY

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience

Lunch
TUQS. - sqto
Ma to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!

L)ON]| EON 'S e ers

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas e Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak ® Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

Highlands

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 @ 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

DON[EGN S
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RE-ELECT
BRIAN

brianstiehler.org

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Brian Stiehler
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ELECT

KAY CRAIG

Town Commissioner

%ervice is important to me

and it would be an honor to
serve Highlands as a Town
Commissioner.

%:. our community grows, |

would like to offer some new
common sense ideas to take us
forward.

%\ree commissioner seats

are up for election, | would
greatly appreciate your vote!

paid for by Committee to Elect Kay Craig

.. RUTH continued from page 1

2005-’06 it was 413 - but enrollment at Highlands School
has always fluctuated as verified by figures provided by the
school system with the highest enrollment at 428 in 2006-"07
and the lowest in 2015-’16 and 2016-’17 both at 323.

So actually, if facts count, there are years since the *16-
’17 school year, that enrollment has actually increased.

In ‘05-06 it was 413; in ‘06-07 it was 428; in ‘07-08 it
was 396; in ‘08-09 it was 387; in ‘09-‘10 it was 408; in “10-
‘11 it was 357; in “11-12 it was 361; in “12-13 it was 341; in
13-’14 it was 361; in ‘14-15 it was 362; in “15-°16 it was 323;
in 16’17 it was 323; in “17-18 it was 334; in 18-19 it was
342; in ‘19-20 it was 388; in 20-21 it was 380; in ‘21-22 it
was 370; in “22-23 it was 348 and currently in 23-24 it’s 335.

Now to STRs.

HNC’s premise is: if the short-term rentals were long-
term rentals (the presumption being that homeowners
would rent their homes long-term if they couldn’t rent them
short-term) then there would be places for young families to
live within the corporate limits of Highlands so Highlands
School enrollment wouldn’t decrease.

It should be noted that currently students in Highlands
School live in town, outside of town in the Highlands Town-
ship, Scaly Mountain Township, as well as in Franklin and
Cashiers.

HNC further claims there are between 275 and 400
STRs in Highlands but according to Highlands Town Man-
ager Josh Ward there are 275-280 STRs within the 2,360
homes currently on the residential utility billing accounts, as
verified by Highlands Finance Director Rebecca Shuler.

HNC wants short-term rentals gone from Highlands
and to that point, believes its claims — factual or not - will
guarantee the election of the two candidates — incumbents
Commissioners Brian Stiehler and John Dotson - who have
also said they want STRs gone from residential areas.

The other three candidates, Kay Craig, Jeff Weller and
Rachel Wilson, believe in STRs for various reasons and are
content with the regulations in the amended Unified Devel-
opment Ordinance that allows existing STRs in R1 and R2 as
of September 2022 to continue. New STRs in those zoning
districts after that date are for now prohibited.

Some background.

At the Aug. 24, 2021 Town Board meeting, the com-
missioners ruled to prohibit STRs in the R1 district as of
January 3, 2022. Huff et al of Save Highlands, the group
that believes STRs are lawful, took the town to court over
that initial ruling. However, with no clear ruling on the le-
galities of the issue at the state level, both parties agreed to
“stay” litigation. The first stay expired and with the issue still
unclear, a second stay between Huff et al vs. The Town of
Highlands was signed Oct. 26, 2023.

“The second stay order between Huff and the Town of
Highlands was signed October 26th. The one-year stay com-
menced on October 1st,” said Town Manager Ward.

According to the stay, the parties involved believe the
NC General Assembly will take action next year regulating
the use of Short-term Rentals that will directly impact the le-
gal claims in this matter,” reads the stay. “Neither party may
engage in any litigation in this action during this period of

Many of the members of HNC can’t vote in Highlands
or in Macon County or even in North Carolina because their
residency is in another area or in most cases another state.
They are depending on the in-town residents who can vote
to carry the torch for them, and they are willing to make their

case with false claims.

The members of the coalition who signed the Oct.
26 letter are Tom Coley, Carol Gable, Cathy Henson, Lila
Howland and James Worrell — only Lila Howland can vote
in Highlands.

“It is our belief that fewer single-family homes for
long-term rent or sale means fewer affordable homes for
young families to rent or purchase and that is correlated
with declining school enrollment,” they claimed in their let-
ter last week.

Everyone knows real estate particularly in resort, sec-
ond-home communities skyrocketed nation-wide as well
as here in Highlands when the great COVID exodus took
place late 2019 and 2020. Home prices increased due to
supply and demand which is what has made purchasing a
home challenging for everyone young and old.

The real story is that for a fact over the last five yeats,
educational options in the Highlands area have increased
and that has caused Highlands School enrollment to fluctu-
ate.

“As indicated by the data from the past five years, there
hasn’t been a significant change in enrollment numbers,”
said Highlands School Principal Sarah Holbrooks. “Enroll-
ment numbers have stayed right between 330 and 380.”

It’s nothing new that other schools in Cashiers,
Franklin and Rabun County offer vatious sports options
and courses not available in Highlands and this can affect
school choice, as well as where parents work.

But the main factor affecting Highlands School en-
rollment is the expansion of both the prestigious, private
Rabun Gap Nachoochee School (RGN) down the moun-
tain in Georgia and Summit Charter School in Cashiers.

In 2017 RGN opened its Lower School which meant
grades K-12 became available and then a Pre-K program
became available in 2021.

“Rabun Gap has been blessed with record enrollment
growth over the past several years, and we’ve also seen an
increase in day students from the local community, includ-
ing the Highlands-Cashiers area,” said Head of School Jeff
Miles. “The opening of our Lower School in 2017 and the
addition of our Eatly Learning Center for PreK students
in 2021 allowed us to expand to serve students of all ages.
We’re proud to offer premier academic and applied learning
opportunities, championship-level athletics, and an award-
winning arts program.”

Currently, there are 19 students from Highlands and
Cashiers in the Lower School, eight in the Middle School,
and 27 in Upper School for a total of 54 students from
Highlands and Cashiers.

“Breaking it into total from each place, we have 19
from Cashiers and 35 from Highlands,” said Megan Mortis,
director of marketing and communication.

It’s a similar story regarding Summit Charter School
in Cashiers.

Summit began expanding grade options during the
201819 school year when it started adding one high
school grade per year.

Currently, there are 40 students, K-12, with Highlands
addresses.

Of the 303 students currently enrolled, students living
in Highlands represent 13% of the student population with
15% of the students school-wide from Macon County.

“This includes 52 new students across multiple

* See TRUTH page 16
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Community - Responsible Planning - Leadership

. CHR et
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|
\ for Town of nghlands
\

Y_ COMMISSIONER

“I'm asking for your vote this election for the Town of
Highlands Board of Commissioners. I'd like to bring fresh
Ideas and some new vision to the Board. | would be
honored to be your Commissioner and would appreciate
your support.” - Jeff Weller

KEY ELECTION DATES

0.0 0 0 0 0 0
OCTOBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER NOVEMBER

Absentee Mail-in Early Voting Election Day
Voting Begins Period

WWW_JEFFWELLERHIGHLANDS.COM

- Paid for by the Committee to Elect jeff Weller -
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..I'RUTH continued from page 14

grades,” said Melissa Hudson,
development director.  “While
enrollment has increased across
multiple grades, middle school in
particular has seen a significant
increase over the past two years.”

For the 2023-24 school yeat,
Summit’s 13 grades are at full ca-
pacity.

Next, HNC claims less stu-
dents means less funding and
that’s why the county is reluctant
to fund improvements at High-
lands School.

“Declining enrollment re-
sults in less funding, certainly
from the State. This may also ex-
plain why Macon County hasn’t
funded the necessary capital im-
provements sotely needed at our
local school or shown any willing-
ness to fund a Pre-k program,”
reads the letter.

The State allocates 30%-

40% of its statewide Capital Im-
provement Budget to the 2,500
public schools in the state.

However, the state funding
directly associated with enrollment
is the Average Daily Member-
ship (ADM) or head count at the
schools.

Each year the State sends Ma-
con County Schools a per student
amount — currently $4,471 per stu-
dent.

According to Angie Cook,
finance director of the Macon
County School System, the money
is sent to the school system which
distributes it as needed for particu-
lar programs.

The amount isn’t divvied out
pet school based on ADM so
Highlands, for instance, or another
school whose ADM drops isn’t
“penalized.”

“The state allocates the ADM

funding (4,471/per student) in
PRCs (Program Report Codes)
which represents a program,”
said Cook. “For example, there
are separate PRCs for English as
a Second Language, Exceptional
Children, Transportation, in-
structional support, non-instruc-
tional support and various other
categories.

“Those ‘pots’ of money can
only be used for the programs
they are assigned to. For the most
part it is allocated by the program
and each director of the program
plans accordingly based on the
salaries of the employees in the
program and the supplies, materi-
als, and/or equipment that might
be needed for that program.”

Most of the funding the
county uses to run Macon Coun-
ty’s 10 schools — which now in-
cludes Macon Virtual Academy
that started during COVID —
comes from the county’s proper-

ty taxes and to a small extent from
sales tax. The county is responsi-
ble for keeping the doors open in
Macon County Schools.

HNCs claims that the coun-
ty may be balking at funding the
Highlands Pre-K and expansion
has nothing to do with ADM but
everything to do with the opinions
of the members of the Macon
County Board of Commissioners
in regards to Highlands.

“Let the locals pay for it,”
which HNC believes is the coun-
ty’s stance also suggests the lack
of funding is some sort of pun-
ishment for declining ADM when
it actually speaks to the views of
some of the commissioners re-
garding school funding as a whole.

“I feel like we’re just the fund-
ing arm for the Board of Educa-
tion a lot of the time and that the
schools make up the majority of
the county’s budget,” said MC
Commissioner Chair Paul Higdon.

Though like Derek Taylor
said in his letter in the Oct. 26
edition ... “It’s the county’s job
to fund our schools,” only 18%
of the county’s 2023-24 budget
- $11,720,027 — not the majority
of the budget as Commissioner
Higdon claimed, is allocated to
funding its 10 schools so High-
lands ADM has little to do with
the county’s stance.

More than 50% of the
property tax generated in Macon
County comes from Highlands
zip codes - therefore Highlands
residents pay for over half of the
property taxes in Macon County
and funds the services for the en-
tire county with a disproportion-
ate amount coming back to High-
lands, which is also the case for
the school funding and is the real
reason Highlands School projects
get delayed traction.

- Kim Lewicki

Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team wins ‘Halloswim Invitational’

On Saturday, October 28, the
Highlands Hurricanes won the
‘Hallowswim invitational” against

members of FAST (Franklin Area

0. h. e
SCALYY MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

Swim Team) and JCST (Jackson
County Swim Team). The scores
were: Highlands 364, JCST 137,
FAST 87. The meet was at home
for the Highlanders.

The Hurricanes were led by
Jaycee Powell who won four events
on his way to 28 pts. Emma Deni-
soff, and Junior Olympians Chase

Kenter and Justin Powell all won
three events and one second to
score 26 pts. Junior Olympian
Jack Sumner won two events,
finished 2nd twice and brought
home 24 pts.

Charlie Hinton won two and
had a second with 19 pts., while
sister Anne Marie had three sec-

ond-place finishes and 18 pts. Tan
Batista and Nicole Shchelgachov
both scored 17 pts. Batista had a
1st, 2nd, and a 3rd, and Shchelga-
chov had an 1st and two seconds.
Aleks Petric-Sakonjic, Harper
Bresnahan, and Junior Olympian
Blake Kenter all brought home
14 pts. Kenter won a race, Petric-

aralle!

November 2-5

&

November 16-19

First & Third Weekends in November
Evenings: 7:30pm
Sunday Matinee: 2:30pm

'Hngﬁ(aha{s Coachiens

PLAYERS

CS

Written by Mo Gaffney &

Kathy Najimy

ML Theater at the
Hg%hlands Performing Arts Center

Directed by Mary Adair Trumbly & Erik Bishop

For Tickets and Information:

Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC  HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Sakonjic and Bresnahan got a 2nd
and they all three had a 3rd.

Bo Curcuru had an 1st and
a 3rd and 11 pts. Cody Levy, Wy-
lie Hinton, Agatha Jestin, broth-
ers John and Michael Spencer all
brought home 10 pts. Levy and
Hinton won an event, the broth-
ers Spencer each had a 2nd place
finish, and Jestin had 3rd.

Emilina Hernandez, Asa
Garner, and Valerie Nadzorau
all scored 9 pts. All three had a
2nd and a 3td place finish. Ivan
Shchelgachov and Callum Tucker
both scored 8 pts., Ivan with a 2nd
and Tucker with two 3rds. Alex
Lopez and Morgan Mason won 6
pts. Lopez had a 3rd. Max Jestin
scored 5 pts.

The Highlands Hurricanes
Swim Team is a Highlands Rec-
reation Park Team that practices
in the evenings at the Highlands
Recreation Park Pool.

The only requirement to join
is that a prospective swimmer
must be able to swim 25 yards
(one length of the Recreation
Park Pool) unassisted.

For further information
please call head coach Steve Hott
at 828.421.4121
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NC’s Public School Funding System: A century-old division in the spotlight

By Brittney Lofthouse

In December 2022, the
Macon County Schools Board
of Education voted to approve
its 2022-23 Budget Resolution
which included having to allocate
over $500,000 from its fund bal-
ance. The majority of last yeat’s
budget shortfall came when the
state increased the minimum
wage to $15 for school person-
nel, which increased the pay for
custodial staff, clerical staff, and
teacher assistants. The state bud-
get, signed into law in July, pro-
vided salary increases for all pub-
lic school employees in the fiscal
year. It also increased retirement
rates to 24.5% and increased
health insurance premiums to
$7,397 per employee, per year.
The state budget came after the
county budget was completed, re-
sulting in the shortfall.

On average, local dollars ac-
count for about 14.5% of Ma-
con County Schools funding
Last year, the total local current
expense was $10.2 million with
a little over $2.5 million of that
being used to pay for locally paid
teachers, with another $3.3 mil-

lion going toward operational sup-
port services.

State funding accounts for
about 49.5% of the MCS budget
on average each year with the total
State Public School Fund Appro-
priation to Macon County Schools
topping $34 million.

The remaining roughly 19%
of the county’s budget comes
from federal funds. The total Fed-
eral Grants Fund for the 2022-23
fiscal year was just over $13 mil-
lion, which pays for federally fund-
ed classroom teachers, EC teach-
ers and Title One teachers, as well
as operational services.

In addition to Macon Coun-
ty’s operational budget, the county
provides an additional $6.5 mil-
lion in capital outlay expenses for
school renovations and repairs.

In a financial landscape es-
tablished nearly nine decades ago,
North Carolina’s public education
system relies on a unique blend
of state, federal, and local funding
sources to provide quality educa-
tion to its students.

The state’s commitment to
funding instructional expenses,
including personnel, while county

governments shoulder the burden
of capital expenses, such as build-
ing maintenance, has been the
foundation of North Carolina’s
education financing model for
nearly a century.

This financial structure is
aimed at ensuring that every child
in North Carolina receives a sound
basic education, but the source of
funding has evolved over the years.

In the 2020-21 school year,
North Carolina’s public schools
allocated nearly $14.5 billion for
instructional expenses, drawing
from state, federal, and local re-
sources. State funding made up
67 percent of this budget, federal
contributions accounted for 12
percent, and local funding covered
21 percent.

The historical separation of
state and local responsibilities in
school funding remains a corner-
stone of North Carolina’s educa-
tional finance system. However, in
recent years, this division has be-
come more porous, with counties
taking on an increasing share of
instructional expenses.

In the 2020-21 academic
yeat, counties funded 15.3 percent

Ll 8 Y

Maodern MTHN Life

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | *« Open Year Round

of principal and assistant principal
positions, 5.8 percent of teachers,
8.3 percent of teacher assistants,
and 21.2 percent of professional
instructional support personnel.

The state, on the other hand,
contributed just 2 percent to capi-
tal expenses. While the actual dol-
lar amount allocated for school
operations has increased over time
due to rising enrollment and costs,
the percentage of the state’s Gen-
eral Fund dedicated to education
has dwindled since 1970.

In 2020-21, only 40.8 per-
cent of the General Fund was al-
located to K-12 public education,
a sharp decrease from 52.5 percent
in 1970. According to the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, had
public education been funded at
the 1970 level, districts and schools
would have an additional $3 billion
for student education.

North  Carolina  recently
found itself at the bottom of a
nationwide ranking by the Educa-
tion Law Center (ELC) regarding
K-12 public school funding, EL.C’s
“Making the Grade” report for
2022 analyzed data from the 2019-
2020 school year, marked by the
significant disruptions caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic, includ-
ing school closures and transitions
to virtual learning;

The state legislature in North
Carolina’s most recent budget ap-
propriated $11.2 billion for educa-
tion, excluding higher education.
ELC defined the funding level as
the total amount received from
state and local revenues per stu-

dent, without accounting for fed-
eral dollars.

North Carolina’s cost-adjust-
ed per-pupil funding level stood
at $10,791, which is $4,695 below
the national average. Out of all
50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia, North Carolina ranked
48th for funding level. From 2008
to 2020, state and local per-pupil
expenditures in North Carolina
increased by $1,265.94 without ad-
justing for inflation, according to
the North Carolina Public Schools
Statistical Profile. However, when
accounting for inflation, the report
found that North Carolina’s fund-
ing levels decreased by approxi-
mately 10 percent.

Despite being one of the
states where much of school fund-
ing comes from the state, North
Carolina faces challenges in main-
taining the pace of teacher salary
growth that keeps up with the cost
of living. The state transitioned
from a progressive tax structure,
which taxed higher incomes at
higher rates, to a flat tax rate that is
uniform for all.

Furthermore, North Carolina
has initiated a trajectory to reduce
and eventually eliminate corporate
taxes by 2030, with plans to reduce
taxes on personal income and cor-
porations in the coming years. The
current law aims to lower the flat
tax rate to less than 4 percent by
2027, with recent proposals sug-
gesting a further reduction to less
than 2.5 percent by 2030 which
may further jeopardize school
funding,

' UAnounA§ '
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Rotary Club of Highlandscelebrates 30th Anniversary of Shop With A Cop
by making a donation. Each child is given $200 for Christmas shopping for
their families or themselves.This year 200 recipients are expected.

From left: Dave O’Harra, Rotary president; Caroline Cook, Shop With a Cop
Fundraising Coordinator, and Sheriff Brent Holbrooks.Not pictured: HPC
Chief Andrea Holland and HPD Captain Leah McCall.
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ELECT

KAY CRAIG

Town Commissioner

Paid for by Committee to Elect Kay Craig
N 2. 0. 0.0 0 & 2

Service is important to me and it
would be an honor to serve
Highlands as a Town Commissioner.

-
~

************
X

As our community grows, | would
like to offer some new common
sense ideas to take us forward.

Three commissioner seats are up
for election, | would greatly

appreciate your vote!
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g
TO THE GHOSTS, GOBLINS AND EVERYONE WHO
HALLOWEEN ON MAIN A SCARY SUCCESS!

All Participating Merchants




..HOTWIRE continued from page 1

customers switched from coaxial or wire-
less connectivity to Hotwire Communica-
tions” 100% fiber-optic network to receive
true Fiber-to-the-Home connections with
unprecedented internet speeds for the area.

Committed to concierge-level ap-
proach to customer service, local leader-
ship has eagerly anticipated the opening of
the Highlands’ Fision Experience Center,
further solidifying the company’s commit-
ment to providing customers with a best-
in-class experience. Beyond the ultra-fast
Gigabit internet speeds and revolutionary
technology, Hotwire Communications’
uncompromising degree of superior cus-
tomer service sets the company apart from
the competition.

“Hotwire Communications is proud
to serve the Highlands community to bring
our multi-Gig services to the area,” said
Mike Hall, Hotwire Communications’ Se-
nior Director of Sales. “We are committed
to providing innovative, future-proof tech-
nology for the town, and we are thrilled to
invite residents to our Fision Experience
Center and learn more about Hotwire and
what we have to offer.”

From the beginning, the local Hot-
wite Communications team has immersed
themselves in the Highlands community,
making significant investments into and

partnering with community organizations
to support local events and bring additional
broadband accessibility to the town’s resi-
dents.

The Town of Highlands spent a num-
ber of years planning and building the fiber-
to-the-home network.

“Hotwire submitted a generous bid to
lease the network fiber. 1 appreciate their
commitment to operate the network and
to serve the community for the next two
decades,” said the Mayor. “With Hotwire
and other providers, Highlands residents
and businesses now have excellent access to
broadband.”

Alex Stefanescu, executive VP of Sales
GM of Carolinas said none of what’s been
accomplished in Highlands would have
been possible without Hotwire’s localboots-
on-the-ground team: Jeremy Adcock, store
manager and Fision educator, Account
Managers Will Beck and Emily Lenski, and
leading the tech team, Jon McCardle and
Richard Reynolds, Josh Heard, Luke Gibbs
and Dillon Price.

The Fision Experience Center is locat-
ed at 670 North 4th Street Highlands, NC
28741 and is open from 9 am to 5 pm, Mon-
day through Friday.

- Submitted

Commissioner - Town of Highlands
Proven Leaclershfp. Aclvoc:ating for the Future of HigHancls

% W.Dotson]zor!—iighlancls.com *
Paid for ]:»9 the Committee to Elect John “Buz’ Dotson
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achel |

Fc:cusing on the Future

Nhile | i : s T
TOWN COMMISSIONER W hllll Respecting Our Past

Highlands’ Taxpayers Are
Talking About 3 Things:

Fiscal Responsibility

You work hard for your money, and I'll work to
ensure each tax dollar provides you a return on your
investment, asking for input and creating
transparency.

Better Collaboration

Our best path forward is for the Town to work with
other entities, helping collaborate for the best to
protect and preserve our Town while ensuring a
future that will support small businesses and future
generations.

Managed Growth

While growth is inevitable, I'll work to proactively |
find fair solutions to challenges before they become
problems.

b, ] =T "

i = rachelwilsenforhighlands

H 7 eachelwilsonferhighlands )
| wrachel@rachelwilsenforhighlands.com

Facebook: John "Buz’ Dotson %
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NEW POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and
Sat.,10a-1 Ip - 6 lanes.VWater Aerobics: 18
yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -1 lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+,
Mon.-Thurs | la-1:30p; Public Swim Mon.
thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. | la-6p and Sun.
[-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the High-
lands Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am
at the Rec Park.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class at
the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for
the class is $25 a month.The class is led
by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

* Highlands/Cashiers  Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for
anyone who thinks they may have a
drinking problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held in Highlands @ the
Ist Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St
on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednes-

day & Fridays @ 12 noon. Open in per-
son meetings are held in Cashiers @ the
Albert Carlton Cashiers Community Li-
brary, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5
pm,onTuesday @ 7 pm, on Friday at 5 pm
and on Saturday at 9 am. Cashiers Open
ZOOM Meetings are held on Monday @
Noon and 7 pm and on Wednesday @
700 pm and on Saturday @ 9 am.ZOOM
ROOM 921 817 2966 PASSWORD
CVG2020. For more information please
visit our website www.aawnc80.org or to
speak with a member of A.A.24/7 call our
HELP Line 828-349-4357.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the 1800s
that provides grants and loans to women
with financial need who want to return to
school or further their education meets
at 10 a.m. More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

Ist Tuesdays

* Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30pm
at the Hudson Library.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm.

Wine Wednesdays

Each Wednesday through Thanksgiving
|

Spread the season’s joy with hand-
crafted treasures! Discover unique

finds at The Shop and Studio Barn:
sculpture, pottery, paintings, textiles,
glass, photography, books, & more.
Your purchase supports regional
artists and our creative economy. Plus,
savor a glass of wine while you shop
every “Wine Wednesday” through
Thanksgiving at The Bascom.

Wednesdays
3:30 pm -5 pm

THEBASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

e HiGHI ANDS EVENTS ®

Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom
meetings For more information contact
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at
budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park
8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight,
and high repetition to shape and tone.
Learn proper form and range of motion
to safely target all muscle groups for a
metabolic boost and feel great.

* At Hudson Library, Nature Kids
on selected Tuesday mornings, For more
info call the Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop
for Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM.
Facilitated by Sam Renken, this group has
a simple mission: to foster and provide
consistent community for local writers
thereby giving writers of all ages and
genres the opportunity to write, read,
revise, and present their work to the
group.

* ESL classes are held at the Pres-
byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required — just
show up and participate. Questions? call
828-526 — 0863 or email info@maconn-
cliteracy.org

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first Wednesday of
each month at || AM. This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend. The November
| program is Dementia: A Deeper Un-
derstanding. Reservations are required
for this free event. To register, stop by
the library or call 828-526-3031.

Wed. thru Nov. 22

* The Bascom: A Center for the Vi-
sual Arts Invites You to “Wine Wednes-
days” — A New Holiday Tradition. The
Bascom: A Center for the Visual Arts is
delighted to introduce “Wine VWednes-
days,” This festive holiday offering will
occur each Wednesday leading up to
Thanksgiving, from 3:30 to 5 pm.“Wine
Wednesdays” offer a unique opportu-
nity for visitors to explore The Shop and

Studio Barn, all while enjoying a glass of
wine and browsing the work of local and
regional artists.

I st Wednesdays

* Hudson Library,in partnership with
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational
series on adult mental health topics, held
on the first Wednesday of each month at
Il AM. This series is aimed particularly
at older adults and will focus on men-
tal health topics of particular interest to
them, but all ages are welcome to attend.

2nd & 4th Wed.

Digital Navigators will be at the
Hudson Library at IPM - 3PM of each
month through Thanksgiving to help
patrons with their tech needs. Bring a
smartphone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and sup-
port. No appointments are required - all
are welcome.

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership with
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational
series on adult mental health topics, held
on the first Wednesday of each month at
I lAM. This series is aimed particularly
at older adults and will focus on men-
tal health topics of particular interest to
them, but all ages are welcome to attend

Mon-Fri

*Water Aerobics at the Rec Pool. I8
years plus 10-11am. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside at the
Rec Park. 10am-Ipm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a game of
Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Meth-
odist Church on Spring Street is open
from [0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination
class with different types of exercise.
Contact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information

Thurs-Sat. thru October

* Highlands Historical Society Muse-
um at 320 N.4th Street is open 10a to 4p.

* Mountain Findings Thrift Store on
Spruce Street is open 10a-1p through
October.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the

e See EVENTS page 24



PLEASE

VOTE

M for Town of Highlands

2023 Election for
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

November 7 - Election Day
Early voting open until November 4

Exercise your right to vote!

Voting is one of our most important rights and privileges as a citizen

| hope ALL voters in the Town of Highlands Community choose to participate!

www.JEFFWELLERHIGHLANDS.COM
Paid For By The Committee to Elect Jeff Weller
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' ON MAIN

FRANKLIN, NG
£28.389.7300

Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys

for Men

e d

Don’t be a TURKE
The early bird gets the deals

HUGE Pre-Turkey Day SALES
Starting NOW!

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

..EVENTS continued from page 22

Rec Park. An exhilarating and
fun mix of martial arts for a
calorie-burning workout. Learn
the proper form and technique
to execute jabs, hooks, upper-
cuts, and front and side round-
house kicks in a non-contact
setting. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more info.

* At Hudson Library, Family
Storytime continues throughout
the year on Thursday mornings
at 10:40 AM.

* At Hudson Library, Kids
Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide va-
riety of STEAM, nature, and craft
activities. For more information
about any of these summer ac-
tivities, contact Hudson Library
at 828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Caro-
lina Woodturners Club meets in
Highlands at The Bascom at 10
a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main St. in their
community room/909 chapel.
We serve breakfast at 9 AM and
hold our monthly meeting at
10 AM. We invite ALL veterans
to attend - email ncpost370@
gmail.com for more information
or just join us at 9 AM on the
3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays

* Church in the Wildwood
Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8 p.m.
through Sept. 3. 828-506-0125.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Sunday Service: 10 AM Sunday
Morning. Stick around for visita-
tion and coffee hour immediate-
ly after service. (Coffee hour is
replaced by potluck dinner the
I'st Sunday of each month).

Wed,, Nov |

* Hudson Library, in part-
nership with VAYA Health, is
hosting an educational series
on adult mental health topics,
held on the first Wednesday
of each month at || AM. This

series is aimed particularly at
older adults and will focus on
mental health topics of particu-
lar interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend. The
November | program is De-
mentia: A Deeper Understand-
ing. Reservations are required
for this free event. To register,
stop by the library or call 828-
526-3031.

* The Bascom: A Center
for the Visual Arts Invites You
to “Wine Wednesdays” — A
New Holiday Tradition. This fes-
tive holiday offering will occur
each Wednesday leading up to
Thanksgiving, from 3:30-5 pm.
“Wine Wednesdays” offer a
unique opportunity for visitors
to explore The Shop and Studio
Barn, all while enjoying a glass of
wine and browsing the work of
local and regional artists.

Wed.-Sun., Nov. |-5

At PAC, the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Players present “Parallel
Lives” 7:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m,,
Sundays. For tickets go to high-
landsperformingarts.com

Sat.,Nov. 4

* Volunteers are needed to
help Tidy Our Town on Saturday
beginning at 8:30 a.m., weather
permitting. Volunteers will begin
at K-H Founders Park on Pine
Street, to get geographic assign-
ments before collecting trash.
Volunteers will get a light break-
fast, a safety vest, gloves, pick-up
tools and garbage bags. Only
areas within the town limits will
be covered.To participate please
email events@highlandscham-
ber.org or call 828-526-5841.

* At The Bascom, Holiday
Arts & Crafts Show on The Bas-
com Terrace and in the Bascom
Studio Barn and in The Bascom
Shop. It’s free 10a to 4p.

Thurs.-Sun., Nov. 9-12

* The 7th Annual Highlands
Food & Wine Festival featuring
the Grand Tasting, Truckin’, the
Main Event, A Generous Pour
and A Shot at Redemption. For
more information and to buy

tickets go to https://highlands-
foodandwine.com.

Fri., Nov 10-26

* At Acorn’s Trunk Shows
Pop-Up 10a-5p.

Fri., Nov. 10

* Garrison Keillor, Tonight!
at PAC-HPAC at 7:30 p.m. $80
per person. Call 828-526-9060
for tickets or go online at h-
cmusicfestival.org.

Nov. 16-19

* At PAC, the Highlands-
Cashiers Players present “Paral-
lel Lives” 7:30 p.m.and 2:30 p.m,,
Sundays. For tickets go to high-
landsperformingarts.com

Thurs., Nov 30

» At The Bascom, ceramic
artist talk with Christine Ko-
siba from 4-5 p.m. Free.

Fri.- Sun,, Dec. I-3

* Half-Mile Farm is thrilled
to welcome Rebecca Lang, au-
thor of Y’all Come Over and
Judge on the Food Network’s
Chopped Junior for a week-
end of Southern Foodie fun.
Hosted events are for Half-Mile
Farm guests only.To attend this
complimentary event at Half-
Mile Farm Dec. I-3 book your
stay today.

Dec. 8-24

* “Home of the Holidays”
at Mountain Theatre Company
now in residence at the Per-
forming Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. Tickets go to www.
mountaintheatre.com

Sat.Dec. 16

* Wreaths across America
Day is Saturday The ceremony
will be at 12 noon at Highlands
Rec. Park, 600 North 4th Street.
Volunteers are needed to place
wreaths. Volunteers will be
shuttled to and from Highlands
Cemetery afterwards.

Sat.-Sun.,May 11-12

* The 4th annual Bear Shad-
ow will be held again at Winfield
Farm in Scaly Mountain. Ticket
prices, talent lineup and times
are yet to be announced. Stay
tuned.



The Highlands Ca-
shiers  Health  Founda-
tion (Health Foundation)
announced  today  that
Chatlotte Muir has been
appointed as its new Ex-
ecutive Director. The an-
nouncement comes follow-
ing an extensive nationwide
search conducted by the
Succession Planning Com-
mittee and approval from
the Board of Directors.

The Succession Plan-
ning Committee received
more than 60 applications
from candidates across the
country for the Executive Director posi-
tion. Over the past six months, the com-
mittee conducted a rigorous and thorough
process of reviewing these applications
and holding multiple stages of interviews
with numerous well-qualified candidates.

“Chatlotte will be a wonderful addi-
tion to the Health Foundation,” said Dr.
Barbara Corcoran, Chair of the Board
of Directors and Succession Planning
Committee. “She has extensive nonprofit

Charlotte Muir

experience, strong commu-
nity relations, and a passion
for the work that will con-
tinue the Health Foundation’s
growth and investments in
the Highlands, Cashiers, and
surrounding communities. I
want to thank the members
of the Succession Planning
Committee for their thought-
ful and diligent work during
this process.”

Muir comes to the
Health Foundation after serv-
ing as the executive director
of the Highlands Biological
Foundation since 2018. Her
accomplishments include significant growth
of the donor base and annual gifts, expand-
ing programs with the Highlands Nature
Center, cultivating new board members and
stakeholders, and growth and development
of the staff.

Prior to the Highlands Biological Foun-
dation, Muir served as the Theatre Director
of the Vilar Performing Arts Center and Vail
Valley Foundation, and Program Manager
of the Contemporary Arts Center in New

HicarLANDS

ELEV. 4118 | THE HEART OF HAPPINESS

Cror

Join us!

“

Saturday, November 4
8:30 a.m.

[own
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Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation names Charlotte Muir executive director

Otleans, LA.

“I am thrilled to join the Health Foun-
dation team,” said Muir. “Having witnessed
firsthand the profound impact they’ve made
on our community since 2019, I am incredi-
bly honored for the opportunity to lead this
organization alongside such a strong board
of directors and staff. The Health Founda-
tion’s unwavering commitment to our re-
gion ensures that we are set to reach even
greater heights in our mission to enhance
health and wellness within our community.”

As Executive Director, Muir will be
responsible for staff and operational man-
agement of the Health Foundation. Her du-
ties will also include development, strategic
planning with the Board of Directors, and
creating collaborative relationships across
our communities.

The Health Foundation has been led
by Robin Tindall since its inception in 2019.

“I could not be more excited for Chat-
lotte,” said Tindall. “She is coming on board
at an extraordinary time for the Health
Foundation. Her experience and inspiring
enthusiasm are exceptional, and I look for-
ward to ensuring a smooth transition over
the next several weeks. I also want to pass

along my sincerest gratitude to all who have
been so supportive over the past five years
— the board, donors, non-profits, staff, and
community. I am confident that Charotte’s
leadership will continue to grow and ex-
pand the impactful work of our dedicated
partners, and I extend my best wishes and
congratulations to Charlotte.”

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry
and much more

On the
corner
of 3rd &
Spring

It is time to tidy up our town!
And we need a little help
from our friends.

We'll begin at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
Pine Street, Highlands.

To participate, send an emadil to

events@highlandschamber.org

This event is hosted by the

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/ Visit Highlands, NC.
For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com
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Teach us to
pray

Michael D. Matlock
Rector
Christ Anglican Church

The central way that we are invited into a life-giving
relationship with our holy, loving Heavenly Father
is to hear from and talk to God, or pray. But how
do we pray? I believe prayer is one of life’s great myster-
ies. Praying in a scriptural way allows us to live in the third
dimension of life and experience the crisis of a face-to-face
meeting with God, to engage with His constant presence,
to allow Him the opportunity to redeem, restore and heal
us. Praying, like reading the Bible, is a personal experience
— “person-al,” one person to another. Each human is a
person and the triune God is three persons in one. Pray-
ing requires routine and structure, but it is not mechanical
— just as a body requires a bony skeleton, but it is not the
skeleton that gives life to the body.

The family prayer, or the Lord’s Prayer, that our Lord
Jesus taught us provides a framework for praying to the Fa-
ther Matthew 6:5-14; Luke 11:1-12; cf. Exodus 4:22). The
Lord’s Prayer contains summary ideas found in the Psalms,
the rich prayerbook of Israel, Jesus, and the early Church.
Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed
be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.” For commentary, see Tom Wright’s The
Lord and His Prayer (Eerdmans, 2014).

There are three types of prayer I recommend using
as a trellis to allow our life of prayer to grow by the power
of the Holy Spirit: spontaneous prayer, short intense vo-
cal prayer, and ready-made prayers (see Anthony Bloom,
Beginning to Pray, [Paulist, 1970]). All three are important
to flourish in our constant contact with God. The use of
each enables us to pray unceasingly as Paul instructs in 1
Thessalonians 5:17.

Spontaneous prayer gushes out of our souls when we
become vividly aware of God or find ourselves in deathly
danger. It is heartfelt, deeply personal and fully engaged
with God. I cry out to God with thanksgiving and when
danger and tragedy strike my family, the church, the na-
tion, and the wotld: “Lotd, help me/them; Lord, save me/
them.” This kind of prayer assures us we are not alone and
do not have to form our prayers perfectly but we have a
Father who loves us and welcomes our cries for help.

Second, short, intense, vocal prayers arise from convic-
tion. In our relationship with God, we can pray short sim-
ple prayers that express the deep truth about our relation-
ship with God — our need of him, our love for him, our

o See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 27

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays |0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;VWomen'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || am.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:1 | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy [07N. ¢ Glenville. NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.WWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| . Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: « 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




e PolLice & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police en-
tries from Oct. 24. Only the
names of persons arrested,
issued a summons/citation,
issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Oct. 24

* At 5 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a call of shoplifting
at Bryson’s Food Store where
alcoholic items valued at about
$35 were taken.

Oct. 28

* At 1:10 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a call of damage to
real property when a vehicle
door was damaged on N. 4th.
Street.

The Highlands Fire &

Rescue log from Oct. 17.

Oct. 24

* At 9:37 a.m,, the dept. pro-
vided assistance at a location on
Satulah Ridge Road.

* At 10:31 am,, the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at the
hospital.

* At 7:29 p.m. the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Cherry Tree Lane.

Oct. 25

* At 10:29 a.m,, the dept.
provided assistance at a resi-
dence on Flat Mountain Road.

* At 6:09 p.m.,, the dept. in-
vestigated the cause of smoke
at a residence on Paul Walden
Road.

* At 10:27 p.m., the dept. was

first-responders to Highlands
Plaza.

Oct. 27

* At 11:09 am., the dept.
responded to a Co2 alarm at a
residence on Old Cove Road.

* At 6:22 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Horse Cove Road.

Oct. 28

* At 2:30 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a LP Gas
Leak on N.5th Street.

* At 3:27 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Pierson Drive.

Oct. 30

* At 9:32 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Main Street.

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 26

desire for him—which remain
true even when we don't feel it.
The Jesus prayer, “Lord Jesus
Christ, son of God, have mercy
on me a sinner,” is a really good
example of this. These kind of
prayers become part of me and
allow me to keep drawing close
to God in whatever I am doing
without needing to formulate my
own prayer in each situation.
Third, ready-made prayers
are “expressions of the saints’
deepest experience ... which the
Holy Spirit coined within their
lives and within their hearts”
(Bloom, p. 56). I come from

a Christian tradition (Anglican)
which has birthed a Book of
Common Prayer containing a rich
treasure-trove of prayers that were
conceived in the lives of others
who have known God more deep-
ly than us or connected with God
in a particular way. This common
prayer  (bcp2019.anglicanchurch.
net) offers every Christian a beau-
tiful resource for prayer if we
humble ourselves to connect our
heart and soul with these words.
My fervent, abiding prayer for
all God’s children on the plateau is
that we devote ourselves to bibli-
cal prayer as a means of hearing

from and talking to God so that
we can receive and share the trans-
forming love of Jesus Christ who
is the only Way, the Truth, and the
Life to our blessed, holy, loving
triune God. As a former professor
at Asbury Seminary, I experienced
this reviving biblical prayer in my
prior community in Wilmore,
KY (https://wwwyoutube.com/
watch?v=B_v{KckoTBY).

If you are not a Christian or a
Christian without a church home,
we would love to welcome you
at Christ Anglican Church as we
grow as disciples of Jesus through
restorative prayer.

Rotary hears
about ‘the state
of our rivers’

Ever wonder how clean the
river water is? The answer is yours
for the reading by visiting Moun-
tainTrue’s state of our rivers tre-
port where you will find detailed
analyses of the Broad, Green,
French Broad, Hiwassee, Watauga,
Elk, and New rivers.

MountainTrue ~ champions
resilient forests, clean waters and
healthy communities in the South-
ern Blue Ridge Mountains. Callie
Moore, the Western Regional Di-
rector of MountainTrue, recently
described to the Rotary Club of
Highlands how the organization

helps to clean up rivers, protect for-
ests, plan vibrant and livable commu-
nities, and advocates for a sound and
sustainable future.

MountainTrue’s WWW.
swimguide.org ~ monitors  weekly
E.coli levels in 15 different watet-
sheds during the summer; and River

From Ieft Stell Huie, Rotary Host, Callie Moore, Western Reglonal Dlrec-
tor, MountaintTrue and Dave O’Harra, President, Rotary Club of Highlands.

Keepers — a clean river team that
protects the French Broad, Watau-
ga and Elk rivers.

For more information about
how MountainTrue protects the
places we share and how you can
become involved, see www.moun-
taintrue.org
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10,000SQ FT OF SHOPPING!
= -

N

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH

1846 HWY 107N IN CASHIERS
(ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

BAZAAR BARN 10AM-2PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE, CONTACT SKIF RYAMN AT (B28) 226-2588

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here, There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com * www.firewoodcompany.net
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Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands | SOtheby'S

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

wdluw LAND SERVICES

—

* Septic Installation

* Land Clearing/Clean Up

* Driveway Install/Repair

* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

...We Love Small Jobs!

828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

* Pressure Washing
* Culvert/Drainage Installs
* Sod Installation

Highlands Automotive

Service AR = NC
- ~ Inspection
& : ; Station

Repair

= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

CHESTNUT smﬁﬁaﬁ

Storage Units Available

Sorere 24 Hour Ao

Eazy In - Eamy Out
iGreat Fatms - Great Tormes

Call tocay to fined oot why wone
“Higalands Pramier Facility
Bzd8-gBz-1045

Look for our sige!
pccipn Suck Coset B, - 02 mite off Coslvars R sear the bespitad

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

VAIENCIA 5

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

@uai"ty Tr e-Care & Removal
?& 18+ years
:;_41528-200 =9217 e fully insured

We ac-cept aII credlm

COUNSELING
CEMNTER

HI1IGHLARKDS,

rHC

B64-481-0598

INFOER L0 UNG-CENTER.ORG

' LUL TED AT THE
3483

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.



Desimir
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

D PAINTING & REMODELING <€

b

=

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
o Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|
Lupe Gonzales

avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek
RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort.
Call for more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2
bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2
baths $2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers.
Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer.
No dogs. Inquires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-
ABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy
access from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal cor-
porate or seasonal rental between Highlands and
Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email
sarahmillerati@aol.com (st. | 1/22)

HELP WANTED

WADE HAMPTON GOLF CLUB is cur-

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

rently seeking an administrative manager to join
the team. The position can be full-time with ben-
efits or part-time without benefits and offers com-
petitive pay and flexible hours. The administrative
manager is responsible for clerical tasks including
tracking labor, invoices, and supplies. This position
assists with the distribution of inventory, running
errands as needed, updating spreadsheets, word
and excel a plus, and is responsible for welcoming
guests to the golf course operations department.
Please contact Eric Shomaker at #828-743-5653
or email your resume to golfcourse@wadehamp-
tongc.com to apply. (st. 10/12)

SERVICES

GUTTER CLEANING and roof repair. Call 828-
371-1103.(9/28)

20-FT ROLL BACKAVAILABLE for hauling,
local or long distance. Call Danny at 828-200-2855.
(st.9/28)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

Cosmos Flowers

Full Service Florist

o

Store: 828-526-0044
g .Cﬁ"_“’i Cell: 828-200-6101
i R LR cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com

95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Al Slonelstine

Realtor-Broker
Luxtiry Hame Specialic

Licensad in NC & GA

B20-332-9767
alstonehamigallentate.com

@ 2 AL

Highlands/Scaly Mtn/Cashiers

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

e

TR &R
! 'ﬂ*@ ol
== ' 5.
< ; ¥V
¥ ) r:[."

e Hﬁ‘-..u. i3 -h:'.. ™
Appointment Onlyl 2 =
call: 828-526-1960 e e
Text: 770-855-0825 5%

Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com _

el

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Vot

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION -

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL = .
SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN v
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY

PRESSURE WASHING

8283329520 | 5
8283712189 !

MENDOZAPAINT 17@GMAILCOM @)

P
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.Q&A continued from page 1

Kay Craig

I am not opposed to term limits. Term
limits can create some challenges that need
to be managed. You could lose some expe-
rience and expertise, but managed correctly
you may also encourage new talent, ideas,

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

e

.’}’g/

Organic smoothie/juice
bar located
inside Whole

Life Market

CreaTIVE CoNCEPTS SALON

Hair * Nails * Waxing
Tanning ¢ Facials * Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main
Highlands

and energy that is important to keeping a
community thriving, It is an important dis-
cussion that will need to be addressed with
the new board. It would be a part of shap-
ing the future of Highlands and who partici-
pates.

John Dotson

Working as a team to oversee a munici-
pality like Highlands is not a responsibility
that is simple to step into and “hit the ground
running.”” Cities and towns are very compli-
cated institutions and are only vaguely similar
to running a business.

It takes time and commitment to un-
derstand the broad scope of knowledge and
responsibility - and working with others to
make a town work. In many instances, gain-
ing required knowledge can take years.

In my experience, the Highlands Town
Board has, over the decades, made very in-
formed and judicious decisions - decisions
that affect us all. Governments should take
the time to weigh decisions and consequenc-
es to avoid coming back to fix unintended
mistakes later.

Larger national elections aside, the argu-
ment for term limits for smaller, local mu-
nicipalities does not make a lot of sense. In
a small town of approximately 1,013 voters,
every vote counts and every election in High-
lands IS effectively a term limit. If you have
not voted, make your voice heard. Cast your
vote by November 7th.

Brian Stiehler

Introducing term limits to the town
board is an interesting concept and one that
I'd need to hear a good enough argument for
as to why it’s needed.

Municipal elections occur on odd num-
ber years which means several commissioner
seats are up every other year. By voting, resi-
dents can determine the direction the town
is going, If the people of Highlands feel that
I’m not contributing nor focused on relevant
issues, they can select a candidate that they
feel is better suited for the job.

It’s also worth noting there have been
a couple of elections where commissioners
ran unopposed. If that were the case, term
limits could do a disservice to the town. The
monthly Town Board meetings are just the
tip of the iceberg in terms of serving the
public. What folks don’t see that consumes
an immense amount of time are committee
meetings, fundraising, meetings with con-
cerned residents and reading the 100-plus
page agendas to be prepared for the monthly
town board meetings.

In addition to that, I have other respon-
sibilities that are tied to my role as commis-
sioner. For example, I serve as the town’s rep-
resentative on the Macon County Economic
Development Commission (EDC), which

involves monthly meetings in Franklin, and I
am chairman of the Highlands Tourism De-
velopment Commission (TDC). These are
just a few examples and as you see, it takes
someone that has the time, the energy, and
commitment.

In conclusion, like all topics concern-
ing the town, I'm always open to hear and
understand both sides of the issue. But for
right now, I don’t see the benefit of term
limits for elected officials in Highlands.
It has been an honor serving you and the
town, and I ask for your support and your
vote on November 7th!

Jeff Weller

I have been asked this question eatlier
as well as in conversations with members
of the community. I realize Highlands is a
small town, so sometimes finding candidates
to run can be more difficult some years and
others not. With that said, I do feel that there
should be term limits for a Town of High-
lands Commissioner as well as the Mayor.

If T was to have to decide that today, I
would say that three terms would be my sug-
gested limit. However, I do feel that because
of the limited pool of candidates in such a
small town, I would be open to a hybrid for-
mat that allows a candidate to run again after
four years off of the Board of Commission-
ers. I feel that fresh and new Ideas can be a
very positive element to a Town Board. If
elected, I'd like to bring new visions to the
board.

After weeks of questions, a Forum,
emails, discussions one-on one, messages,
phone calls and meetings with groups, the
only thing left is to ask for your vote. There
are roughly 1,000 registers voters in the town
limits. Getting out and voting is very impor-
tant. Please go and vote when you do vote, I
would appreciate you consideting voting for
me. If you have any questions, more info is
available at www.JeffWellerHighlands.com
I very much look forward to the opportu-
nity as Town of Highlands Commissioner if
elected.

Rachel Wilson

This might seem easy for me to say as
someone running for my first term, but I
am a supporter of term limits for the Town
Board Commissioners and Mayor posi-
tion. Specifically, four terms in either po-
sition should be the cap. Our town is rich
with people who want to get involved but
either do not understand how our govern-
ment works or are intimated to run because
of lifetime politicians who occupy seats and
are convinced that they will not win. I ap-
preciate legacy and tradition but after 16
years, incumbents should take pride in their
service and seek out someone they can men-
tor for the future of Highlands. Investing in

another individual by teaching them about
campaigning, preparing for meetings, the
mindset behind decisions of the past, intro-
ducing them to key members of the com-
munity and handling challenges that come
with either position while allowing them to
inject their own personality and experiences
into this process will ensure Highlands’ past
is honored yet there is a steady refresh of
energy and ideas in our Town Leadership
carrying Highlands into the future.

Knowing you are only given a finite
amount of time to make an impact on this
Town also creates a sense of urgency and
motivation speeding up the pace at which
projects happen. Being a Town Board
Commissioner is a tremendous honor and
responsibility, yet complacency can set in
after too long and a term limit would help
remediate that.

I understand that with a population of
our size it could be difficult to fill seats on
the Town Board or Mayor position. How-
ever, a little encouragement can go a long
way and if incumbents are actively seeking
out new candidates, getting more people in-
volved and teaching caring members of the
community about the intricacies of these
positions, filling the ballot would not be an
issue.

In closing, I am grateful for everyone
who has taken the time to read my respons-
es, attend events, contribute financially and
given their time to get to know me over the
past several months. You have enriched this
experience and confirmed that we need
fresh views on the Town Board. My hope
is that I have won your vote and will be se-
lected to serve our community to the best
of my ability. There are a few more days left
in early voting, then the polls are open from
6:30 am to 7:30 pm on Tuesday, November
7th. Every vote is critical, take the time to
let your voice be heard.

In-Person Early
Voting is thru Nov. 4

The one-stop early voting period for the
Novw. 2023 municipal election ends at 3 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 4.

During the early voting period, voters
may cast a ballot at any one-stop site in their
county. Eligible individuals may register and
vote at the same time. Photo ID is necessary

Voters can also get a “No Fee ID Card”
from the NCDMV.

On Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 7, the
polls open at 6:30 a.m. at the Highlands Rec
Park and close at 7:30 p.m.

Voters can pick three candidates.



SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com
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MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the
home you've always wanted.

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

-Coﬁﬁ}ry Club Properties

'Cham*:eér's F{cag

Vacation Rentals

_| Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Highlands is calling

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

. |nfo@h|ghlandS|scaII|ng com

mlrrwmercondkultynkemals

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

BERKSHIRE
HA WAY

OMESERVI

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

_ Hitzi@bhhsmmrcom
o 1 II.-_' |

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY
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4. 22+/ Sloplng acreson
Whiteside Mountain Rd,
Highlands
Mountain masterpiece.
Unparalleled blend
of sophistication and
comfort.
Up-close and long-range
views. 4 BD suites.
Gated entrance
MLS #: R103071.

Offered for $5.3M

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @
gmail.com

Top 5% of
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

Highlands
Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”°

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Trusted advisors

Global Real Estate Advisor

providing impeccable
personalized service

LANDMARK
REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

st €orncovm

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

Sheryl Wllson

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Licensed in NC and GA We are home?’

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

BROKER

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM




" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co

| Julie Osborn

. 828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Broker in Charge Stron ger fo g ether!

Source HCMLS &

m 828.200.9179 RealTrends

Main Office
" 295 Dillard Road % ,{ //
Highlands, NC 28741 KL f'r f/ / AL

828.526.8784

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

NORTH
CAROLINA'S
LEADER IN LUXURY

Leading i,

patallenrealtygroup.com
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BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240
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Jody has consistently ranked
as one of the top two brokers
in the state of North Carolina
since 2016. More of her
listings have sold than an
other broker on the HCMES
If you're looking for
exceptional results, contact
Jody today. Chances are
your buyer is already a

client.

Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
‘ul-"l\t'\-'"'..l.fw

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

CELL:678-936-9309
CARL@LANDMARKRG.COM

WIT_D THTME GﬂURMET

CARL ROMBERG

e BROKER-IN-CHARGE

Congratulations
Jody Lovell!

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street » 526-4035

Open for
Lunch &
Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

4

lnp Br {)I\L r

www.wildthymegourmet.com

CWWOLFGANG’S
RES'.'AJR}’.\NT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Open for our
29th season =
Wed.-Sun.
Bistro opens at 4p :
Dinner begins at 5:30p [

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

TRANSACTIONS

Deborah “Bee’” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

@ ...on the Verandah
éﬁ) Restaurant
*~"on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
41 Years of Fine Dining

Open Daily
5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




