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This is week 3 of the Candidate Q&A

This is the third week of the Question #3:
6-week Q&A leading up to the What are your views concern-
Nov. 7 election. Candidates are g tourism and Highlands’ inevitable
listed alphabetically. growth? + See Q&A page 21

John Dotson Brian Stiehler

Five candidates are vying for
three seats on the Town Board
-- two incumbents and three new-
comets.

At the September Board of Educa-
tion meeting held at Highlands
School, the Highlands School FFA
group explained what the group
was about and the positions they
each hold. Back row, from left,
Brooklynn Petrone-Treasurer,
Brooke Fogarty- Historian, Olivia
Cole-Reporter, CooperHall-Vice
President, Caitlin Tingen-President,
Mrs.Watts-Advisor. Front row
from left, Gavin Small-Sentinel,
Blaine Dendy-Secretary.

- Photo by Kim Lewicki

Senior Volleyball

HS introduces agriculture course and

FFA club led by dedicated instructor

By Brittney Lofthouse
Highlands School has em-

barked on an exciting ventutre

into agricultural education, of-

fering students an opportunity
to explore the world of farming,
horticulture, and animal science
in a brand-new course. This inno-

vative curriculum was introduced
to fill a void left by the retirement
of Mr. Cashion two years ago,

* See COURSE page 8

players are recognized

Highlands School celebrated Senior Night on Oct. 5 and recognized senior
volleyball athletes (from left) Mac Woods, Caitlin Tingen, Catelynn Couch
and Olivia Cole.The Lady Highlanders also hosted Hiwassee Dam and lost
3-0. - Photo by Brian O’Shea
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Unparalleled lemg within The Old Edwards Club at Highlands Cove

308 Double Branch Road
*Home Built in 2023
* Picturesque yard with Pond

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300© 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.4104

Highlands

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.+ 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Worker shortages even affect the town

et me share some of the F
I thoughts I am having re- l',-,
ated to town personnel and |
the challenges ahead. I don’t have
the final answers, the new board
that will be installed in December
will have to tackle these issues.

Like almost all businesses
now, the Town of Highlands faces
a potential worker shortage in the
coming months and maybe years.
This past year we have had a num-
ber of a veteran, highly experi-
enced workers retire. And, they are
not taking early retirement, for the most part
they put in about 30 or more years of service
to the town.

The town has to compete in the mat-
ketplace for skilled workers. For instance, a
worker who has a CDL driver’s license is now
in very high demand. Local contractors and
construction companies are willing to pay a
high hourly rate for CDL drivers and heavy
equipment operators. The town has this de-
mand, too, in that in all public works areas we
need personnel who hold at least the CDL-B
license. For instance, we need all personnel on
our sanitation crews to have a CDL to drive
our trucks.

Related to this potential worker shortage
is how to compete to recruit and retain quali-
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‘ fied and experienced workers. Farly
in the year the town simply had to
increase police salaries across the
board because we were losing the

| retention battle to other munici-
palities. Our police chief has been
working hard to address the prob-
lem with her and other officers put-
ting in overtime patrol duty hours
while at the same time actively re-
cruiting new officers. The problem
is that potential new officers have
to undergo basic law enforcement
training before hitting the road. If
all goes as planned, the police department will
be back to full staff by the first of the new
year.

Getting back to sanitation, we are in a
similar shortage of personnel situation. How
do we solve this recurring problem in sani-
tation? Folks constantly tell me everything
would be solved if we went to one day a week
residential pick up. I fail to see how that is a
solution. Does that translate to cutting the
hours of our seven-person sanitation depart-
ment to 32 hours a week? It’s hard enough to
recruit sanitation workers for a 40-hour week,
much less reducing their time to almost part-
time status. Cutting the number of workers
would be perilous also, in that sanitation work-
ers across the nation have very high workers’
compensation claims and are frequently side-
lined due to on-the-job injuries.

Others have suggested privatizing the
sanitation department. That, too, could be
problematic in that Highlands is a very small,
isolated market. A company could oper-
ate here for a few years and decide to leave.
There might not be any replacement provid-
ers. Would we then get back into the sanitation
market? It would be tremendously expensive,
if even possible. The long-term solution is to
increase worker compensation which could
mean rate increases. Currently, residential ser-
vice is $20 a month for eight pickups. Honest-
ly, we spend a whole lot more money on other
services and conveniences here on the plateau
and think nothing about it. Garbage removal
and transporting it to a distant land fill over the
mountains is an expensive proposition.

The new Town Board will be presented
the results of a salary study that an outside
agency has been conducting for the town this
fall. Those results will help inform the board
how and where to address the problem areas
that I have described. The study might reveal

other areas to address,too.

THE BAD PART OF TOWN

- WEATHER .
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Monday - Friday, 11am -3 pm
226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

ART
LEAGUE

SE TR L P T TY 1

OCTOBER
21 & 22, 2023

HIGHLANDS REC CENTER
600 N 4TH ST. HIGHLANDS NC
10-5 DAILY

www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com
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‘Real’ Real Estate

The late great Johnny
Isakson, real estate entrepre-
neur and U.S. Senator from [
Atlanta, GA once said this:

“Inn the real estate business,
you learn more about people and
you learn more about community
affairs, you learn more about life,
you learn more about the impact
of  government, probably than
other profession that I know of.”

is statement could
Hnot be truer, and it
puts the “real” in
real estate. There’s nothing

low, pricing, buyers & sellers,

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415
in his comments about Zil- and

Pat Gleeson

Real, real estate Brokers are
pretty much “know-it-alls”
or are very good at say-
ing “I'm not sure but let
me find out” We are pros
at getting you answers and
information. Things like
“How much does it cost
to build here?” “How long
will it take?” “What’s with
all the gravel roads?” “How
do I get a reservation at res-
taurant?” “Who can winter-
ize my house?” “Where’s
the best place to watch the
Georgia gamer” “Do you
know a plumber?” “What’s
going on with short-term
rentals?” and the number

or that famous realtor cliché 828.782.0472 one asked question by visi-
“location, location, loca-  Christie’s International tors... “Can you tell me
tion.” Realty what time the Town turns

Rather, Johnny men-
tions real things that really matter, like
people, community affairs, life, and govern-
ment.

People...the lifeblood of our business.
If youre not a “people person” you may
need to consider another profession. Most
real, real estate Brokers admit this is the best
job they’ve ever had, never feel like they’re
“going to work,” are open seven days a
week, their cell phones ring non-stop (even
when they're silenced), and they drink a lot
of coffee. It’s because real people love do-
ing business with real people. And, it’s fun!
In the words of Barbara Streisand “people
who need people are the luckiest people.”
Real Brokers wear a lot of hats; Arbitrator,
Counselor, Bartender, Peacemaker, Leaf
Blowet, Furniture Mover, and Chauffeur all
in the interest of relationships with others.

Community  Affairs and the
Impact of Government ... the knowledge
of things the way they are; the pulse of
things to come; and the sharing about the
beauty of being in Highlands amongst the
nicest and most giving people in the world.

on the waterfalls?” to which
the standard answer is “May I get you direc-
tions to Gatlinburgr”

Learning about Life ... when Johnny
said “you learn more about life” in the real
estate business he wasn’t kidding. Real, real
estate is about living life to its fullest, loving
and caring for others the way you want to be
loved. You learn that life is short and none
of us are guaranteed tomorrow. So, we all
need to fly fish as much as we can, play more
golf, take the time to say thank you to those
who’ve helped you along the way, take up
pickle ball and get to know a good orthope-
dic surgeon, and most of all be a friend to
all you meet.

In closing, as I always like to say ... get
to know a “real” real estate Broker (there’s
311 of them between Highlands and Ca-
shiers), tell them your story, and let us help
you. It’s what we do every day to stay young!

* Pat and Bee Gleeson are proud to be a team
of “Helpers” and Real Estate Brokers at Christie s
International Real Estate Highlands-Cashiers. Yon
can reach us at 828.782.0472. Please stop by for
coffee and conversation at 210 N. 5th Street.

‘Wreaths Across America Day’ is Sat. Dec. 16

Wreaths across America Day is on Saturday, Dec. 16 beginning at noon from the Rec
Park from where volunteers will be shuttled to and from before and after placing wreaths.

Wreaths can be sponsored for $17 and order forms can be printed from the Facebook
page at https://bitly/donatehighlandswaa2023. Forms ate also available at Highlands
United Methodist Church, Highlands Rec Park or Highlands Decorating Center. You can
also sponsor online at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/.../167634/Ovetrview/ ...

This is Highlands’ 7th year honoring veterans on national Wreaths across America
Day. The 2023 theme is “Serve and Succeed.” The goal is to have 575 wreaths to be placed
at cemeteries in Highlands, Scaly Methodist, Scaly Mountain, Baptist, Horse Cove, Mace-
donia (Satolah), Clear Creek, Buck Creek, Mt. Moriah (Goldmine) and Miller. Wreaths will
also be available for some family cemeteries in the area.
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LUXURY COLLECTION™

MLS# 103082 | $3,750,000 @ @

This charming 4BR/4BA cottage will capture your heart! Sensitive renovations
preserve the historic footprint while creating spaces that cater to contemporary
living. The heart of this home is the grand double-sided stone fireplace, which
creates a warm, inviting atmosphere. The vaulted living room is ultra-cozy with
its wormy chestnut paneling, and a serving bar makes it the perfect place to
entertain. The dining room, lined with windows, overlooks the garden. The kitchen
showcases exquisite antique Belgian tile, complemented by stainless appliances
and countertops, blending vintage elegance with modern convenience. The
primary bedroom looks over the 17th tee and fairway down to the iconic gazebo,
bridge, and lake. Don’t miss the opportunity to own this exceptional property!

DINAH DAVIS

CELL: (828) 200-2486 | OFFICE: (828)
526-1717 DINAH.DAVIS@BHHSMMR.COM
FOREVERAGENTNC.COM/DINAH

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
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MLS# 103061 | $1,499,000

This home has been thoughtfully upgraded with a brand-new custom kitchen, new
appliance package, quartz countertops, spa-like bathrooms, upgraded plumbing
and electrical fixtures, direct vent stone fireplace, an outdoor fire pit, and stunning
hardwood floors throughout. The main level features an open concept living room,
kitchen, and dining area, as well as a half bath. The main level primary bedroom,
boasts an en-suite bath and walk-in closet. Both the living area and primary
bedroom open up to a large covered deck with string lights. Satulah, Brushy Face,
and Holt Knob mountains can be seen from the home. Offered furnished.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

. JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZIRAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. &
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair
Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4 p.m.
Dinner begins at 5:30

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Open for
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

= TUES - SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@5:30 PM

RESTAURANT
DINE INAND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade defi
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed. —Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Hzghlunder Mountain House

WED.-FRI.
Lunch and Dinner
SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner
SUN.
Brunch and Supper
BRUNCH:I0a to 3p
LUNCH: | la to 3p
DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p
290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

"ty

Homemade Ice Cream
featuring all time Favorite Flavors
PLUS:

Tequila ° Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

Cups

Cone®
Milkshakes

S
11100t111 es

ce Erea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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‘Hate’ and ‘Love’ are both 4-letter words

Dear Editor,

Tam deeply saddened by the need to respond to Pastor
Mark Ford’s Spiritually Speaking column entitled “Is God
Guilty of Hate Speech?” on September 14 in Highlands
Newspaper. I had hoped that we had moved beyond the
hurtful rhetoric against the LGBTQ+ community, and it is
disheartening to find that a Baptist minister in Highlands,
North Carolina felt compelled to engage in such discourse.

My personal connection to this issue runs deep. When
I was 15 years old, I learned by accident that my broth-
er was gay. My father’s reaction was to tell him to leave
“his house” because he was a homosexual. My mother’s
heart shattered, and their marriage was never the same. My
brother faced physical violence from heterosexual individ-

Modem Fast Food &m\
,-"' Courtyavd Market Y

\ Mon -Fri. - n:30a to 5P 4 |
Sat noon to 8p

The Secret Gavden isin The Village Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up.
208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * (828) 305-7509

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

T &a W R A M

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

uals and even lost a job due to his identity. Despite all this
adversity, he exhibited a level of kindness and compassion
that surpassed anyone I knew. He made it his mission to
provide shelter not only to stray animals but also to people
in need. Even during the last Thanksgiving of his life, while
battling pain and liver disease, he cooked a meal for a home-
less man living under a bridge in Macon, Georgia. Despite
his intelligence, master’s degree, and financial means, what
truly mattered to him was helping those in need. After his
passing, a woman shared how he had generously provided
her and her daughter with free rent when they would other-
wise have been homeless in Atlanta. When he passed away,
our wonderful Humane Society took in the dogs and cats he
had cared for, and I personally funded the painting of three
of his dogs on their van in his memory and honor.

I also have a gay son, and I became aware of his sex-
ual orientation when he was just 5 years old. His likes and
dislikes of sports and other activities revealed clues. Even
though his generation experienced greater acceptance, he
struggled with it, ultimately turning to alcohol as a coping
mechanism as a teenager. He later gave up drinking, but
the societal hatred he faced as a gay individual was a harsh
burden. He went on to earn a PHD in philosophy. No one
should have to hide their true selves, especially when they
have never harmed anyone.

One crucial fact missing from all these discussions, in-
cluding the hate-filled letters to the Playhouse Board and
others in town, as well as the Baptist pastor’s comments, is
that individuals who identify as gay or lesbian are born this
way. Mothers often have an innate understanding, and there
appears to be a genetic predisposition within families. It is
unfathomable to me that these loving and compassionate
individuals wake up one day and choose to be attracted to
the same sex, knowing the hatred and discrimination they
will face.

Look at the gay individuals you know and ask yourself
if you truly believe they made this choice. They are inher-
ently good-hearted and sensitive people who deserve the
same opportunities as you and me. They do not choose their
sexual orientation, and the high suicide rate among them is a
stark reminder of the harm caused by societal prejudice. My
gay friends are Christians. It pains me that a pastor would
resort to such rhetoric, for God is love, and it seems that
this sentiment is not always reflected in our actions. This re-
affirms my pride in being a Methodist, who loves all and
doesn’t judge.

Pat Allen
Highlands

A ‘fed’ bear is a dead bear

Dear Editor,

1 write today as a member of the B.E.AR. TASK
FORCE in Highlands, where, with much help from the Town
Board, we were the first city in America to be certified as
a “BearWise Community” by BearWise and NC Wildlife.

I think I speak for most who live in Highlands and
surrounding areas when I say, we Love our Bears! But lately I
have felt a need to remind all people - those living here full

time, those with second homes, those here for weekends or
* See LETTERS page 12

2023 Election

Vote b Nov. 7t|1 for the
TWO cancl idates who are:

Good for
RESIDENTS

Good for
NEIGHBORHOODS

Good for
HIGHLANDS

SAMPLE BALLOT

Town of Highlands

Board of
Commissioners

John “Buz”
Dotson

Brian J.

Stiehler

This ad was funded by Residents,
Nelghbors and Nelgi’ﬁ)orhoocls.

Join us:

HighlanclsNeighborlﬂoochoalition.com

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD COALJTION

PRESERVE | PROTECT | ADVOCATE

Paid for }:)3 nghlancls Neighborhood
Coalltlon Inc. Not authonzed%g a candidate.
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resents a
Fine and Estate Jewelry Extravaganza
by Mike Booth,former auctioneer at
Scudders Auction Gallery, Main St.
You do not want to miss this event!
Unbeatable prices!

Fri Oct 13 and Sat Oct 14 » 11-5
Let’s bring in the Holiday cheer!
782 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC

770.815.2696
Plenty of parking in back!
Al Scudder, still enjoying jewelry, will be
here to help you find that special piece.

Garrison Keillor, Tonight!

Friday, November

10, 2023 - 7:30 PM

Performing Arts Center - HPAC Theater

Making his Highlands Debut,

-

5

£
- Y

Garrison Keillor, author,
humorist and creator of
A Prairie Home Companion

will delight the audience of the

Highlands-Cashiers plateau.

Tickets - $80/person by calling

(828) 526-9060 or online.

Highlands-
Cashiers
Chamber

Music
Festival

h-cmusicfestival.org
heemfne@gmail.com
828-526-9060

..COURSE continued from page 1

who specialized in shop and drafting.

“After months of advertising for a
construction/drafting CTE teacher posi-
tion, we unfortunately didn’t receive any
applications or expressions of interest,’
said Highlands School Principal Sarah Hol-
brooks. “It was then that we decided to re-
assess our approach and explore alternative
avenues.”

The idea of an agricultural science
elective soon gained traction, especially due
to the educational background and aspira-
tions of Adrienne Watts, who was pursuing
a related course of study. Watts has worked
in the Macon County School System for
the last two years and currently lives in
Franklin with her husband Ethan and their
two children, Caroline and Cooper. Watts
enjoys growing flowers and vegetables,
raising livestock, and volunteering with the
Franklin FFA.

“I am excited to share my passion of
agriculture by introducing this new local
elective to Highlands School,” said Watts.

Working in collaboration with Macon
County Schools CTE director, Colleen
Strickland, the plan for an agricultural sci-
ence course began to take shape. Watts,
now a certified vocational teacher, has been
instrumental in creating and delivering this

exciting new CTE course for students in
grades 9-12.

During the first semester, students
will delve into the fascinating realms of
Horticulture and Animal Science, gaining
invaluable insights into plant cultivation,
care, and animal husbandry. In the sec-
ond semester, the course expands to in-
clude Horticulture, Animal Science I1, and
Landscaping, allowing students to build
upon their knowledge and skills.

Watts has been pivotal in developing
the program from the ground up, incot-
porating various valuable resources and
fostering strong community partnerships.
Her dedication and efforts have made this
program increasingly popular among the
high school students at Highlands School.

“We are truly fortunate to have Mrs.
Wiatts leading this initiative. She has done
an exceptional job in building this pro-
gram and making it an enriching experi-
ence for our students,” said Principal Hol-
brooks. “This new course not only offers
valuable educational opportunities but
also aligns with the interests and needs of
our students, contributing to their holistic
development.”

The introduction of this agricul-

* See COURSE page 12

MErritt@High|and5CuveREa|ty.com

Highlands #
“CoveRealty

MERRITT SHAW

828.421.75593

www.Highla ndsCoveRealty.com
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UNRIVALED LUXURY
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Realtors®
REALTY GROUP
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226 Napa Ridge Lane 374 Turkey Roost Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,250,000 | MLS #100992 - Sapphire, NC 28774 | $2,350,000 | MLS #102209 358
Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448 Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252 O

[P rorrrouio Gl g i i 08
¢ 7 DMPANIES
I INTE R TS Rooted locally. Connected globally. Lea 26 THE WORLD®
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CELEBRATING HIGHLANDS" HERITAGE
FEATURING TRADITIONAL MUSIC.
DANCING & MORE!

PERFORMANCES BY THE RENOWNED
BAILY MOUNTAIN CLOGGERS.
HIGHLANDS BAGPIPERS
& FOX FIRE BOYS

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Saturday, October 14
3:30-7:30 p.m.

Foin us!

o
et "M,,b,1
Q‘v % *,
HicurLanbpS$
NORTH GAROLINA

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC visithighlandsnc.com

In-Person Early Voting is Oct. 19 - Nov. 4

The one-stop eatly voting period for the Nov. 2023 municipal election begins October
19. The in-person eatly voting period ends at 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4.

During the early voting period, voters may cast a ballot at any one-stop site in their
county. Eligible individuals may register and vote at the same time. Photo ID is necessary

Voters can also get a “No Fee ID Card” from the NCDMYV.

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
1 Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
Andrea Gabbard

C: 828.200.6742 20 years experience

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

i . 7 plte T e
In Highlands Gate, between Highlands and Franklin.
Turn-key, Furnished, Move-in Ready, Log home with 2 fireplaces,
Wrap-around Decks and a Gazebo. Open Floor Plan. Garage.
Gated Community. Very low HOA fees. Impeccable. MAKE OFFER.

Call Colette St. Jacques Davis L
(561) 254-3999 : | @ Put Allen
colette.davis@allentate.com } R
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CARL ROMBERG i NEL _ OLE FUHRMAN

BROKER-IN-CHARGE BROKER BROKER

@@ LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

(828) 526-4663 225 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC LANDMARKRG.COM

Connecting people, property and community
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..COURSE continued from page 8

tural science course at Highlands School
reflects the institution’s commitment to
providing a diverse and comprehensive
educational experience for its students,
preparing them for future cateers and op-

portunities in the ever-evolving agricultural
industry.

Taking Highlands’ School new “hands-
on” learning opportunity a step further,
Watts has overseen the creation of the

school’s first-ever FFA club. The High-
lands FFA Club was chartered last spring
and students will be competing in their
first competition, the Quiz Bowl, at FFA

* See COURSE page 14

GEN UPINGETT OU

PARTNERS

IN RECREATION

We have something for everyone!
Go to web pages for information & registration

(@ 0 TN . NS SRR .

“All best in class,

highlandsaerialpark.com

Experience the best views in the state while enjoying

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also

offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swing, scenic

guided UTV toursand more on our 96 acre property.

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE
jacksonholcgemminc.com
A family-owned gem mine good for all ages.
Our store offers thousands of dazziing gems &

minerals and a covered flume to search for your

treasures rain or shine!

828-524-5850

— -
higrhilamdhike .o
Fly Salting gulthe pandce.

Cutittiar for ki, faherehen,

HIGHLAND
EXCURSION

mintours.com

mtntours.com
Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers NCIf!
Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal.

864-373-4022

nﬁ‘»lwf - | l.llt

519/?\/

wintryclub com

A championship course layout with
beautiful views & challenging holes
for a great day of golf.

 706-746-5302

licensed & insured™

highlandsoutpost.com
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly
Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing slide,
gem mine, trout fishing 8 more!

828-526-3737

Walerfall Cruises
C & Capfaive Wk s

Scemc Boat Tours
WorldClassWaterfalls.com

Take ascenic waterfall cruise on
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury
pontoon yacht with an officially
licensed Master Sea Caprain!

828-526-6300

dillardhousestables.com

Guided Horseback Riding
in Dillard Georgia

Experienced guides take you, your family,

camgErsg, adveniue ravel, and moe

B18-526-5298

or group along scenic trails, offering you
breathtaking views, lush forests and the
most amazing opportunity to splash down
acool mountain stream aboardyour very
own well trained equine partner.

T06-746-2038

..LETTERS continued
from page 7

vacation, etc., the importance of following
BearWise Guidelines; these guidelines protect
people, their pets and our bears.

¢ PLEASE do not Feed Bears or leave
any food outside or where you hike; don’t
leave food in your car, and lock your car
doors at night.

* REMEMBER: Bears can smell food
over a mile away; report anyone feeding
bears- there is a stiff fine in Highlands for
doing that! Bears don’t hang around where
there is no food.

e KEEP your dogs on a leash always,
especially small dogs, to avoid your own loss
& heartbreak. It happens!

* DO NOT put out Bird Seed; birds have
enough food in the summer & fall without us!
We love to hear birds singing, but cats love
birds eating seed on the ground too! Birds
may need food in the winter, so feed them
then if you must.

e OUR town has declared that all
homes in town must have a bear-resistant
trash can. These have proven very effective. If
you have too much trash so the top doesn’t
latch, take the excess to the Recycle Center
on Buck Creek road....NEVER leave bags
outside of the trash bin!!

® MAMA Bear: If you see some cute
cubs, know that Mama is close by so bewarel!

If you have a close encounter with a
bear, speak gently, stretch up tall and slowly
back away._If you have one getting into
trouble at home, yell atit and scate it away. See
our helpful brochures at Hudson Library for
more information.

All of these guidelines help to keep
our bears & people safe from what could be
aggressive behavior and other dangers.

Encourage bears to go back into the
woods to forage for their natural foods. ..not
in your backyard!

Helen Moore
Bear Task Force

Lunch
Tue‘. - sato
1a to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!

L)ON[EON’

S 828-482-1513

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas e Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ® Shrimp Pita e Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Highlands

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 @ 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

DoN[EON'S
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Serving Highlands

REDEFINING Y REAL ESTATE

LUXUR
MARKETING
537 MAIN STREET | 828-526-2999 | NCLIVING.COM
Next to Mountain Fresh Grocery

Jjoc DAN ALLEN
President/Broker Broker

JULIA BANNER
Broker

CHRIS DUFFY ‘EBBY HALL
Broker Broker

{
BAMBI FAMdUS
Broker

EDDY MCDONALD
Broker

Il i
Jobl MOO E"- J CASSIE NEAL
Broker Broker

AVAOL 301440 SANVIHDIH d4N0O A9 dO1S

S’iﬁve)v C)wek

REAL ESTATE GROUP

KATIE NICHOLSON LINDA PRIDGEN

Broker Broker

4 CHUCK SELF RAY TRINE
Broker Broker
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..COURSE continued from page 12

National Convention in Indianapolis, IN
at the end of October.

FFA is a National Organization that
is led completely by students. FFA’s main
goal is to make a positive difference in
the lives of students by developing their
potential for premier leadership, personal
growth, and career success through agri-
culture education.

While Agtriculture Science will be a
new offering for Highlands, the course

&

. FALL
ol ot ,,,}:”i'
SPECIAL! ™=

has been offered at Franklin High School
previously. The elective expansion for
Highlands is part of a district-wide move
to provide more career-focused electives
for students.

“We know college isn’t the path for
every student and it shouldn’t be the only
path,” former superintendent Dr. Chris
Baldwin said when Watts’ position was
approved eatlier this year.

2
C/e:%

For 38 years, Shiraz hasof fered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventory of genuinely
hand woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING « RESTORATION - APPRAISALS

THE FARM

at Old Edwards L ~o ) % o=
L R f/
[ ""'-"_';‘_.a-v-*

RE-ELECT
BRIAN

* &

Main Street - Oak Square - Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

5759 4
Canr o7 Encas Acorpe
OTHER SHOW RDDIMES:
TAMPA, NAPLES, SARASOTA

1

TOWN CONMISSIONER

brianstiehler.org

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Brian Stiehler
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vainsreer COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES ;.. reen

Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

On Oak Lane, only 2 blocks from
Main Street, this totally renovated
home is move-in ready and features
3 bedrooms and 2 baths within the
main house, plus an office and a
large storage closet. There is an ad-
ditional guest suite with a full bath
over the 2-car garage. Large enter-
taining porch and deck. All is done
in A Plus finishes and a must see
in a convenient location to down-
town. Priced significantly less that
the neighboring new homes in the
area. Offered at $1,995,000. MLS
#103079.

Located off Buck Knob Road, this
one-of-a-kind log cabin of which
the logs were selected each one by
the Owner and used to construct
his dream cabin on top of the knoll
with a lovely yard and view. 2 bed-
rooms and 2 baths on the upper
level, main level has living room,
dining room, kitchen, bath and two
large porches. Lower level has a ga-
rage, family room and bath. Offered
at $1,695,000. mls #102878

Located only 4 blocks from Main
Street, this 2 bedroom, | bath cot-
tage is compact but will be an entry

into Highlands. low maintenance
and lock and leave. Well maintained.
Offered at $429,000. mls #102202

On Retreat Lane, sitting on over 7
acres, this artsy cabin was lovingly
planned and constructed to take
advantage of a mountain view, but
also the babbling stream, off the
covered porch. Inside is a massive
stone fireplace, kitchen dining area.
Primary bedroom, bath and sleeping
porch. Upstairs loft has a bedroom.
Lower level has an art studio, with
a workshop and storage. There is
room on the site for another house,
if you want to make your own story
and keep the cabin as a guesthouse.
Offered at $1,395, 000 mls #I03076

Featuring many upgrades.The home
has wood floors in every room, in
addition to the open floor plan,
double pane cathedral windows
and solid wood doors. This home
has been lovingly cared for. Boasting
an updated kitchen, bathrooms and
a great screened in porch with tile
floors for enjoying the fresh moun-
tain air. Come enjoy our Mountain
town in your new home! Offered at
$I 450 000. mIs #102818

Dillard road This home is over 100
years old and is ready to be brought
back to the condition it deserves.
3 bedrooms, | bath plus an office.
close to town and great location,
walk to great food. nice usable yard.
Offered at $1,300,000. mls #102847

All you need are clothes and a
toothbrush to move into this com-
pletely furnished home. Two bed-
rooms, two baths on a secluded

hill in town. Gas fireplace for those
chilly nights. Full kitchen, nice cov-
ered and open deck to enjoy. Cov-
ered carport and ample parking. All
for only $599,000. mls #102004

Highlands Cove at Old Edwards
Club This lovely condo features
easy access directly Off of Highlands
Cove Drive and is close to the club-
house, swimming, tennis courts, and
Golf course.Three bedrooms, three
baths, all on the main level, Coffered
High ceilings, move in condition.
Lovely decks and porches to enjoy
the cool summer air. Furnishings are
negotiable. Offered at $1,100,000.
mIs #IO | 007

Located about 5 miles from town,
this home consists of 4 bedrooms, 3
baths. 2-car carport.The main room
has a pellet wood stove, updated
kitchen with room for expansion.
The lower level has a huge unfin-
ished room with a laundry, work
area and is stubbed for a bath. Ad-
ditional storage building has 2 levels
for a potting room or workshop
and storage. All on an acre of land
with great winter views and a us-
able yard. Offered at $519,000. mls
#100826

Offerlng this charming, classic High-
lands log cabin home. Located in
one of the most sought-after neigh-
borhoods. Highland Hills is only
minutes from downtown Highlands
and is adjacent to Old Edwards Half
Mile Farm with deeded access to
apple lake for boating and fishing.
This home has been fully renovated
in 2022 with the most desirable fin-
ishes, like solid pine floors. Remod-
eled kitchen, bathrooms, bedrooms,
vaulted ceilings, covered porch with
fireplace, parking for 5 cars, land-
scaping and extra lot. Offered at
$1,700,000. mls #102945

Own a truly unique Highlands
Cabin! Located less than 3 miles
from Main Street and having over
19 acres of usable land, this true
log cabin was added to an existing
farmhouse, barn, meadow, views off
the upper tier. A blank canvas to
improve to your personal taste and
have a family heirloom for another
chapter. 4 bedrooms, stone fireplac-
es, retro kitchen, fantastic sleeping
porch. This property has endless
possibilities! Offered at $3,575,000.
mls #98048

3 bedrooms 2 baths easy living
Rancher with a wing bedroom plan,
2 car garage, extra lot for additional
possibilities! Offered at $675,000.
mls #101997

Located on over 2 acres, this en-
chanting cabin is tucked away in the
privacy of a rhododendron thicket.
Lovely covered porch, living room is

open to the kitchen and dining area,
A full basement has single doors and
a garage door for covered parking,
workshop, or expansion. Offered at
$495,000. mls #102893

Upgraded and renovated, take in
the long mountain views of White-
side and Big Bear Pen.This in town
property includes the lot below,
build on it,or sell with sewer access.
2BR/2BA, wood floors, heated tile
in bathrooms, wood burning fire-
place, vaulted ceiling in living room
and a large loft for office, studio &
overflow. Nicely landscaped yard
with circular driveway, parking pad
and firepit. Fenced side yard. Close
to Main Street Highlands, Mirror
Lake & Lake Sequoyah. Offered at
$1,175,000. mls #103067

Located close to town, this Starter
cottage features 2 bedrooms and
3 baths. One-car garage could be
converted to a family room. 3 levels
that house a livingroom/kitchen/
dining on main, bedroom and bath
on 2nd level. Offered at $499,000.
mls #101709
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!
Highlands Mercantile is OPEN! BIG

M D

— .|| Fall
SALE

MENE RATURAL S04E

PINETA

EOEEIT = o sas

WESTMAN ATELIER

.\umwims Rader |
Fine goods for your family and home.

Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare | 338 Main St. S. 4th Street
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818 526-4777 526-4473
YTHE MOLLY GRACE AL
e SCALY MOVATAIN

8106 Dillard Road + Scaly Mtn, NC - 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gm

Fine American
Handcrafts

including Pottery,

Jewelry, Fun Gifts

-

and More! Come dress yourself
' - - - and your home for
PEAK & Fall at
X PERIE = 5y Featuring more than 90 local artists offering
EAPERIENCE The Molly Grace! hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every

GALLERY OF FINI

HANDCRAFTS & ANTIOUES item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
: e o@ (Acro(s;zgo;; 6T g;vg%Hall) distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC

828-526-0229 | 2820 Dillard Road | Highlands,NC 207 N 4th S, Highlands as well as in Rabun County, GA.
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

PLA
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by Lauren G

o,

I hon

SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFTNESS

DOLCECABO

JOHNNY WAS
JULIE VOS ,[‘Z,,&V 6&%«

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

g

@ XC\V/I

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Check out our new store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107

\ 4. Dy SivK

et HIGHLANDS, NC

Gourmet Kitchenware

» Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
« Gadgets
o Tabletop
» Stemware
« Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Come in and
find your new
favorite sweater!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

% NATuRAL SELECTON FALL

Seasonal ?fﬁf.;,p (imﬁ%é—
changes are . [l [
“natural!”

(828)421-3546

H ighlands Mon.-Sat.10a-5p ¢ Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160
Come OUF

Fall arrivalss

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

A

Jeans by:
Joes « AG
Citizens

* Blowfish
* Matisse

e 9
Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter

To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

. Open 10am Daily
361 Main St 355 Main Street 828-482-1920
Highlands (in The Galax Theatre 221 N. 4th St.
(Next to Annawear) 526-4660 (Across from Town Hall)
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Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Management Services

for Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners. Rocky Horror Picture Show is live on

Proudly serving the communities of Franklin,

Highlands, and Cashiers. stage at PAC through Oct. 28

it’s campy, silliness! Not meant to be taken too seriously!

Rocky Horror is commonly referred to as a cult classic. People love the ridiculous and often
campy performances of songs they have known for decades thanks to the popularity of the
\ A film.The original stage production and subsequent film and TV performances focused heavily
1 g DOIADK 2y A1 S (oI 113 on the spook and gore, making it a popular show choice for this time of year. | really wanted
A /14 people to recognize the characters and the songs, but almost nothing else in this production.
828-421-4744 We have set the show in a sci-fi comic book. The goal is for the audience to feel like these
MountainHomeMinders@gmai] .com vibrant characters are popping right off of the page. | tend to tell a lot of stories through color.
. . This production has a dream team of designers that got right on board with this color satu-
MountainHomeMinders.com rated sci-fi comic book world, and together created a production of The Rocky Horror Show

that is unlike any other and quite literally “out of this world.”
- Scott Daniel, executive artistic director

Loretta Peake Newton still believes
that personal care and attention to

It is time to tidy up our town!
And we need a little help
from our friends.

HicarLANDS

ELEV. 4118 | THE HEART OF HAPPINESS

We'll begin at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
Pine Street, Highlands.

7(;0/9_‘ @b&/” TO’M)I’L smre  To participate, send an email to

Join us! %3  events@highlandschamber.org

Saturday, November 4

. This event is hosted by the
8:30 a.m. Highlands Chamber of Commerce/ Visit Highlands, NC.
For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com
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Community - Responsible Planning - Leadership

JEFF

LLER
(/\ for Town of Highlands

Y COMMISSIONER

“I'm asking for your vote this election for the Town of
Highlands Board of Commissioners. I'd like to bring fresh
ideas and some new vision to the Board. | would be
honored to be your Commissioner and would appreciate
your support.” - Jeff Weller

KEY ELECTION DATES
0

OCTOBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER NOVEMBER

Absentee Mail-in Early Voting Election Day
Voting Begins Period

WWW_JEFFWELLERHIGHLANDS.COM
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 6 — 8 P.M.

%:ee./TRIC K-OR-TREATING
KID ZONE

HOT DOGS, POPCORN
& HOT CHOCOLATE

LIVE MUSIC BY
THE FOXFIRE BOYS,
THE HIGH FIVE
AND DJ MIKE MURPHY

NORTH CAROLINA

ELEV. 4118

visithighlandsnc.com

S o e e e e A — "

Made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC with special thanks to Highlands School PTO, Highlands School

Booster Club, Highlands School Interact Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Plateau, MountainTop Rotary and Highlands Rotary.



.Q&A continued from page 1

Kay Craig

Highlands was founded on tourism,
and it has always been important to our
economy. Our main industry is tourism/
hospitality along with construction for sec-
ond home owners.

I feel our growth is not inevitable. It
has been planned for decades by people
that invested their time and energy to create
businesses that residents and visitors enjoy.
This has resulted in increased revenue for
the Town of Highlands with increased sales
tax and property tax. This increased revenue
should allow the Town to plan and budget
for future projects and improvements.

John Dotson

Over the course of its history, High-
lands has primarily been a “second-home”
market. Only in the past 10-15 years has it
been marketed as a “tourist destination.”

The extensive promotion of our town
has led to bustling sidewalks and traffic
standstills. Organizations around town now
provide venues and host events virtually ev-
ery week, year-round to attract more visi-
tors.

Over the past few years Highlands has
been featured in: Southern Living, Travel
+ Leisure, This Is My South, Condé Nast
Traveler, US News & World Report, and
others...

We will never go back to the getaway
Highlands used to be - when the sidewalks
rolled up between Labor Day and Memorial

Day - and local folks had to earn enough
each summer to carry them through the
winter. That is a good thing.

Tourism has the ability to do much
good, but butgeoning tourism brings its
own set of headaches - not the least of
which are the environmental, economic and
social impacts on our community.

When it comes to Highlands, the key
question becomes: How much tourism is

enough?
* See Q&A page 24

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry

nd much more

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896

www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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Pm*using on the Future
While Respectillg Our Past

Highlands’ Taxpayers Are
Talking About 3 Things:

Fiscal Responsibility

You work hard for your money, and I'll work to
ensure each tax dollar provides you a return on your
investment, asking for input and creating
transparency.

Better Collaboration

Our best path forward is for the Town to work with
other entities, helping collaborate for the best to
protect and preserve our Town while ensuring a
future that will support small businesses and future
generations.

Managed Growth |
While growth is inevitable, I'll work to proactively
find fair solutions to challenges before they become
problems.

HIGHLANDS TOWN BOARD CANDIDATE FORUM: |

JOIN US FOR A 2-HOUR DISCUSSION
DATE: 10/17/23

TIME: 7-9 PM

LOCATION: HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY BUILDING (BY BALLFIELD)
869 N 4TH ST, HIGHLANDS

HELP SHAPE THE CONVERSATION! PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR
QUESTIONS IN ADVANGE. WE'LL BE COVERING 6 KEY SUBJECTS,
AS A REMINDER, THERE WON'T BE A LIVE Q&A DURING THE EVENT
NIGHT! EMAIL QUESTIONS TO
INFO@HIGHLANDERSFORGOODGOVERNMENT.COM
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* HiIGHLANDS FVENTS ®

NEW POOL SCHEDULE

e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri, 6.-9:45a, and
Sat,,10a-11p - 6 lanes.Water Aerobics: 18 yrs
plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -Ilam with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs
I 1a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-
7p; Sat. | la-6p and Sun. |-6p. For info, call 828-
526-1595.

Fri.-Sat., thru October

* At the Nature Center, every Friday and
Saturday in October — weather depending - at
4 p.m. come for FREE guided leaf tours open to
the public.

Oct. 6-28

* “The Rocky Horror Show” at Mountain
Theatre Company now in residence at the Per-

SATURDAY, OCT. 14
Paris Sketchbook Calendar signing

at 2 p.m.

Refreshments from the Secret Garden

Devoted Francophile and Highlands resident
Cannon Montague brings her Paris Sketchbook Calendar
to Shakespeare and Company Booksellers. She has been
sketching and painting in Paris since the late “90s, Her
sketchbook became a perfect on-the-go way for her to

record her impressions of the dramatic and intimate
beauty of Paris in all its seasons.
Please join us for a special artist talk and calendar

presentation.

Shakespeare & Company
828-526-3777

InVillage Square
(Oak & 5th streets next to Founders Park)
New & Used Books
Specialites:
Mature Guides, Fiction and Regional History
www.shal

dcor npany.com

HOLISTIC

SPIRIT MIND BODY

r
LT A TR
I.ﬁ. LY

BE ST, ™

24B CANOE POINT @ CASHIERS, NC

ADORtherapy

Store from Asheville
AURA PHOTOGRAPHY READINGS/14 pg report
Sunday, Oct. 29 « 11:30a-4:30p
$65
Reservations « 828-487-5579

Group Mediumship by Kelly Palmatier - Ashe-
ville Psychic Medium -from noon to 3p. $45.
Limited Seats. Reservations required. Call 828-
487-5579.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will meet in
the Macon County Library, on Siler Road in
Franklin at 6 p.m. Norm & Rochelle Morris tell
the true story of his (Jingles) AT hike from GA
to ME while Rochelle (SherpaShell) provides
her support from the backroads in their camp-
er van. Fri. & Sat., Oct. 13-14

* At The Bascom, Fall Pottery Show and
Sale 10a to 5p. Featuring work by Studio Mem-
bers.

* At M&CQO, 782 Dillard Road, Fine and
Estate Jewelry Extravaganza by Mike Booth,
former auctioneer at Scudders. Great prices.

Fri.,Oct. 13

* At Hudson Lilbrary, local author Bruce
Katz will appear at Hudson Library on Friday
at 2 PM to talk about his new novel The Family
Jewels. Books will be available for purchase and
signing at this free event.

* The LAST Friday Night Live — Town
Square, 343 Main Street, 6 — 8:30 p.m.The Fox-
fire Boys

Sat.,Oct. 14

* At Shakespeare & Co., Paris Sketchbook
Calendar siging at 2 p.m.

* Highlands Heritage Jamboree will cel-
ebrate and honor the town’s history with tra-
ditional music, dancing and more on Saturday,
Residents and visitors will enjoy bluegrass, clog-
ging and bagpipe performances. Events at K-H
Founders Park will include: Highlands Bagpipers,
3:30-4 p.m.; Bailey Mountain Cloggers, a cham-
pionship dance team from Mars Hill University,
4-5 p.m.;The Foxfire Boys, 5-7:30 p.m.

* The LAST Saturdays on Pine — K-H
Founders Park, Pine Street.The Foxfire Boys (5
- 7:30 p.m. as part of Highlands Heritage Jam-
boree)

* A Hike on the Historic Kelsey Trail. The
public is invited to join one of three groups of
hikers, 25 in each, on the morning of Saturday.
Shuttles to Whiteside will leave from Found-
ers Park at 8:30, 9, and 9:30.The walk is mostly
downhill from Whiteside, taking 4 hours, at a
casual pace.Water and snack bars will be pro-
vided along the trail. As a fundraiser for the
Highlands Plateau Greenway, a $75 donation is
per hiker to support the Greenway trail system.
Register at www.highlandsgreenway.com.

Sun,, Oct. I5

* Highlands First Presbyterian Church
will host an old fashioned Hymn Sing at 4pm
on Sunday. Those attending may choose favor-
ite hymns to sing from the 1938 Cokesbury
hymnal. Song leaders will be Stell Huie and John
Greene with Angie Jenkins at the piano. Every-
one is invited to attend. The church is on the
corner of Main and 5th streets. Handicapped
accessible entrances are on Church Street and
on Fifth Street.

Tues, Oct. 17

* Highlanders for Good Government is
sponsoring a Candidate Forum in the Commu-

nity Building at 7 p.m. It will be two hours long
will have six subjects to be asked by modera-
tors. Pulbic can send their questions, to info@
highlandersforgoodgovernment.com.

* The Justice Forum is Tuesday at 7 pm
and is FREE and open to the public.The Frank-
lin Watch Party will be held at Macon County
Public Library, located 149 Siler Farm Road,
Franklin. Light food and drink will be provided.
Doors open at 6:30 pm. Community members
will watch the live-stream of the Forum start-
ing at 7 pm.Advance registration is required,
sign up at https://www.pisgahlegal.org/justice-
forumwatchparty/.

Thurs.,Oct. 19

* |1 7th Annual Chili Cook-Off sponsored
by Landmark Realty Group in Cashiers, at the
Lewis Hall Center at TheVillage Green 5-7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 20

* At Hudson Library, a delightful (and re-
freshing!) talk by local author/photographer
Robert Willson at Hudson Library on Friday
at 2 PM. He'll be talking about his new book,
a photographic documentary, Delicious and
Refreshing: Georgia’s Vintage Coca-Cola Wall
Signs. Books will be available for purchase and
signing at this free event.

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 21-22

* Art League Fall Colors Fine Art Show at
the Highlands Rec Center 600 N. 4th St. |0a-
5p.

Sat., Oct. 28

* Free Fall Concert with the H-C Cham-
ber Music Festival, 5 p.m., at First Presbyte-
rian Church. Sponsored by the Cullasaja
Women’s Outreach.

Sun., Oct. 29

* Aura Photography Readings at Holistic,
I 1:30a-4:30p. Reservations required. 828-
487-5579.

Fri., Oct. 27

* At Hudson Library, Community Coffee
with the Mayor Friday at |la in the Hudson
Library Meeting Room for the final Commu-
nity Coffee with the Mayor of 2023.The topic
will be:“What is Ahead for Highlands: An Idea
Discussion with the Mayor.”

Tues., Oct. 31

* Halloween on Main (from 2nd to 5th
streets) will be open to pedestrians from 6-8
p-m. on Tuesday, Participating merchants will
distribute candy. Musical performances include
the Foxfire Boys in front of Reeves Hardware,
High Five in front of Berkshire Hathaway and
D) Mike Murphy next to Kilwins. The Kid’s
Zone will be on Fourth Street

Sat., Nov. 4

* Volunteers are needed to help Tidy
Our Town on Saturday beginning at 8:30 a.m,,
weather permitting. Volunteers will begin at
K-H Founders Park on Pine Street, to get geo-
graphic assignments before collecting trash.
Volunteers will get a light breakfast, a safety
vest, gloves, pick-up tools and garbage bags.
Only areas within the town limits will be cov-
ered.To participate please email events@high-
landschamber.org or call 828-526-5841.
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2023 uithor Concert Geries

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Town Square | 343 Main St. Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine St.
Showcasing traditional mountain Featuring a variety of popular,

music and local talent regional bands and musicians
OCTOBER 6 OCTOBER 7

Ol’ Dirty Bathtub Outlaw Whiskey
OCTOBER 13 OCTOBER 14

The Foxfire Boys The Foxfire Boys

HIGHLANDS

L —
¥+
- —

NORTH CAROLINA "=,

g

ELEV. 4118 —
visithighlandsnc.com
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Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys

for Men

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

{Epéw &D /2( ol

Modern MTN Life

P Bl Dy 4

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | *« Open Year Round

RAHS[72ND)
BIRTHDAY

SCAL'Y MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

..Q&A continued
from page 21

The answer to that requires
thoughtful discussion and moder-
ation by the people of Highlands.

Brian Stiehler

There is no question that
more people are learning about
Highlands and coming to the
area. Overall, 1 think that is a
good thing, Healthy, desirable
towns will grow, and I think it is
great for vibrant downtown area.
However, the growth needs to be
controlled and monitored to pro-
tect the real reason we all love this
area - the natural environment.

One advantage we have is
that we are landlocked to a de-
gree. This 14-sq.-mile watershed
is largely surrounded by National
Forest with very few options for
expansion. Because of that, I feel
like we’ve seen more people buy-
ing existing homes and remodel-
ing them to suit their needs. In my
opinion, that is great for High-
lands and great for our neighbor-
hoods. However, I’'m amazed at
how much this town has changed
in the 23 years I've been here, and
I can’t imagine what that perspec-
tive might be like from the eyes
of a generational Highlander!

To that point, I am very con-
cerned that we are losing a huge
piece of what makes Highlands
so special and that is the qual-
ity experience our residents and
visitors have when they come to
town. I think we need to focus
on quality over quantity when it
comes to marketing the High-
lands area. The goal shouldn’t be
to fit as many people as possible
in the town, and honestly, it’s easy
to feel like that’s the case at times.
We want to be sure that our busi-
nesses succeed and at the same
time, maintain the quality experi-
ence we all want. We also need to
be cautious that we don’t outgrow
our infrastructure.

As the town grows, more
stress is put on these resources,
leading to the increased need for
maintenance and the need for
expanded infrastructure. As one
of your commissioners, I want to
continue to be part of the conver-

sation and solution to determine
* See Q&A page 30



From left:The C.W.O.Administrative Team, Jo
Harrison, and Nancy Harrison.

Cullasaja Women’s Outreach, an independent collective of 99 women who join
together pooling their funds each summer to support Highlands-Cashiers area not-for-profit
organizations. This year our Outreach was able to fund 29 local 501(c)-3 organizations,
for an investment totaling $335,000 for 2023. Since its inception in 2006, Cullasaja
Women’s Outreach hasinvested over $2,800,000 into the local community through our grant
process.

Highlands-Cashiers
Chamber Music Festival

presents
Free Fall Concert
1st Presbyterian Church-Highlands
Saturday, October 28 -5 PM

Sponsored by the Cullasaja Women’s Outreach

ighlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival
www.h-cmusicfestival.org
heemfne@gmail.com
(828) 526-9060
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THE ROCKY
HORROR SHOW

OCTOBER 6 - 28

LIVE ON STAGE AT THE
HIGHLANDS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Presented in part by: o a1
Highlands Chamber of Commerce / Visit Highlands, NC, !

The Ashcourt Family Foundation, & Linda Johnson

WWW._MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM




Page 26 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 12,2023 - 828-200-1371

ﬁ":;_. .

L L
-
ik

On hand to accept the checks were (I-r) Marie John-
son, HEC vice president; T.J. Smith, International
Friendship Center (Food Pantry) executive director;
Berney Kirkland, OLM Pastoral Council president;
and Bonnie Potts, HLC executive director. Not pres-
ent was Jenny Golding, SMPCC executive director.

Our Lady of the Mountains
parishioners tithe their
support for the Highlands

community

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church em-
braces the call to tithe and give thanks for the blessings the
church has received by giving back to the local community.

Each year Parochial Administrator Father Jason K.
Barone and the Pastoral Council identify four organiza-
tions that support worthy causes in Highlands and the sur-
rounding area.

Special collections are taken at all weekend Masses in
July and the funds are distributed to the designated entities
to support their charitable work.

This year, donations totaling $5,662 were received
to support the following agencies: Highlands Emergency
Council (HEC) to help provide fuel for heating homes;
Highlands Food Pantry for its Thanksgiving turkey din-
ner program; Highlands Literacy Council (HLC) to help
fund the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, and Smoky
Mountain Pregnancy Care Center (SMPCC) in support of
its annual fundraising banquet.

Proverbs 3:5

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays |0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;VWomen'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || am.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:1 | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

e P AcES 7O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy [07N. ¢ Glenville. NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.WWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| . Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: « 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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e PolicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from Oct. 3. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued
a summons/citation, issued
a Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials have
been used.

Oct.3

* At 2:20 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on the parking lot on Blue Bike
Café.

Oct.5

* At 11:30 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
at Main and 2nd streets.

* At 2:15 p.m.,, officers re-
sponded to a call of damage to
property when a driver left the
gas nozzle in the gas tank at
Spinx and drove forward.

Oct. 6

* At 10:25 a.m,, officers re-
sponded to a |-vehicle accident
on NC 28 and S. 4th Street.

* At 5:28 p.m.,, officers re-
sponded to a |-vehicle accident
on NC 28 and Stacey Russell
Road.

Oct.7

* At 10:30 a.m,, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident

in Wright Square.

Oct.8

* At 12:52 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on Oak and |st streets.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Oct. 3.

Oct.3

* At 8:41 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Cobb Road.

* At 10:08 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Apple Mountain Lane.

Oct. 4

* At 2:14 p.m,, the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on Pine Street.

* At 4:55 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Spring Street.

Oct.5

* At 12:46 p.m., the dept.re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence onVZ Top Road.

* At 2:17 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a fuel spill on
N. 4th Street.

* At [1:16 pm, the dept.
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on the Franklin Road.

Oct. 6

* At 7:167 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Horse Cove Road.

* At 7:22 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible
vehicle fire at a location on the
Dillard Road.

* At 3:03 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Margarets Lane.

* At 10:57 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to motor vehicle acci-
dent on the Dillard Road.

Oct.7

* At 829 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Flat Mountain Road.

* At 12:49 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a motor vehi-
cle accident on the Walhalla Road
but nothing was found.

* At 6:36 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Smallwood Avenue.

Oct. 8

* A little past midnight, the
dept. was called to investigate the
source of smoke at a residence on
Sassafras Lane.

* At 3:46 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Klein Road.

From HF&R
Chief Ryan
Gearhart:

Now that the cool
weather is here,
please have your

fireplace chimney

cleaned before you
begin using it.

12th Annual

Fall Pottery
Show

Featuring work by Studio Members

OcT
13-14

handmade pottery while
Friday & Saturday supporting local artists in our
10 am -5 pm community!

The fall installment of our 12th
annual pottery show will be held
on Friday, October 13th and
Saturday, October 14th from 10
am - 5 pm. Enjoy beautiful

THEBASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

10,000 SQUARE FEET
OF SHOPPING!

BAZAAR BARN

THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY
10 AM -2 PM

1846 HIGHWAY 107N
ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL

CALL SKIP RYAN FOR MORE INFORMATION
828-226-2588

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

ol 2GRl
il i —

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Highlands | Sotheby’s Paul Corbin
INTERHATIONAL REALTY owner

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream

w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC 828-371-2240

Highlandssothebysrealty.com pcorbin 1631 @aol.com

il Wy LAND SERVICES

—
* Septic Installation * Pressure Washing
¢ Land Clearing/Clean Up ¢ Culvert/Drainage Installs
the hemlocks * Driveway Install/Repair * Sod Installation

> 828-526-9325 <«

on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 *» 828-526-2222

* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

...We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733
www.blueridgelandservices.com

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Highlands Automotive
J U N K Call Raul
Service . : NC 706-982-3803
WE HAUL IT AWAY & " Ry B [Inspection 706-970-7638

Renair Station 828-347-0255 5
House / Garage / Yard p

Call for free estimate @
828 - 421 - 5188

CHESTNUT SDR,&GE

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

_- — : Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
828-787-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement

ee Explert

Y J._-. :
& Cr ne Serwc :
"Quaﬁty Tree Care & Removal

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

* Grading
e Excavating

Storage Units Available * Driveways

Serure 24 Houwr Sooess ¢ Build sites
Easy Ini - Easy Ot * Hauling ¢ 18+ years
e e * Septic Systems 828-200-9217 - fully insured
ICall today to find oot why walna e 1] L5 1
T T == Edwin Wilson _-
Bzd-gBz-1045 . Cell (828) 421-3643 %@s m:g’&w <
Lok for ouwr sgn! Officelfax (828) 526-4758 ndo
sofien Buck Craut Bd. - 32 mis o Casbiars B ssar ihe bespital wilsongrading@yahoo.com “We accept all credit ca

864-481-0598
INFOER L0 SELING-CENTER.ORG

S i LﬂL TED AT THE ROSBY CENTER
Cell: 803-271-5426 ¢ COURRNSELIMNG S 348 5 S, NC 2

Office: 828-526-8784 CEMNTER

Ryan M. Bears _

Branch Leader

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

HIGHLANDS, N

C - COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Desimir

Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048

Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

TENT - 10xI0 Commercial, W/2 Sets Of Sides,
Weights, Straps, Bag $175; SNOW TIRES - 4) Blizzak/
Bridgestone, 205/20R I 5,W/Mounted Rims, Tire Chains In-
cluded, Minimum Wear $175mm; TORO LAWN MOWER
- Gas, Self-Propelled , 21” RECYCLER $210; ECHO LAWN
EDGER PE225- Gas, Like New $125; SPRAYER TANK - 25
Gal, Electric Motor And Battery,W /10’ Extension Sprayer
$150; GRINDER - 6” Dual Bench, W/Light - New $125;
VINTAGE P. O. MAIL BOX FRONTS -19 Matched, Brass,

i"\l\l ING & RE 'u'[(ll'rl i l'\(.

e Interior & Exterior Painting

o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101
cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Cﬂﬁlﬂ-ﬂ{i

B 1ire. FLOWERS
| L}

W/Frame, Combination Lock, Circa 1890 $25 Each Or
Batch Discount; “N” GUAGE TRAINS - Multiple Acces-
sories; DELTA MORTISING ATTACHMENT - New $85;
Phone - 828-342-8282 (10/12)

2 HOBIE REVOLUTION KAYAKS, fully loaded,
Mirage Drive, Malone trailer. $3,500. Call Sarah 828-200-
1598 or Patty 828-787-1387 - leave message. (10/12)

NEW CROP GA PECANS - Harvesting now. Or-
der from PEO. Pound packages (halves or pieces) Expected
about Nov. |. Order now. Call 828-200-1598. or 828-787-
1387.

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort.A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM/2 BATH fully furnished
apt. |.5 miles from Main St. Living/ Dining area/ kitchenette,
covered porch $2000 mo. utilities inc. 561 310-5085. (st.
8/10)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

HELP WANTED

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Steve Massell
CCIM

« Income Property Investments
« Southeastern U.S. and beyond
« 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
« Affiliate of KW Commercial
Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

MASSELL

...
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

i ._7'..3-& f £ . M

(404) 255-6810 « realty@massell.com

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH I.II I'II:IE

Appointment Onlyl
l::ﬁglhz'an %‘!E';‘u;n Hﬁ*ﬁ

Text: 770-855-0825 ?"-‘

. il
: -'{ o s 3
%‘:ﬁw -.g

Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com %]

WADE HAMPTON GOLF CLUB is currently
seeking an administrative manager to join the team. The
position can be full-time with benefits or part-time with-
out benefits and offers competitive pay and flexible hours.
The administrative manager is responsible for clerical tasks
including tracking labor, invoices, and supplies.This position
assists with the distribution of inventory, running errands
as needed, updating spreadsheets, word and excel a plus,
and is responsible for welcoming guests to the golf course
operations department. Please contact Eric Shomaker at
#828-743-5653 or email your resume to golfcourse@wa-

* See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME REMODELING + NEW CONSTRUCTION ;+

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL =

SHOWER REMODEL « PAINTG STAIN

REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY
PRESSURE WASHING

828.332.2520
828.371.2189

MENDOZAPAINT 17@cMAILCOM @)
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..Q&A continued from page 24

how we maintain and improve the quality
of life that we all have come to appreciate
in Highlands.

Jeff Weller

Tourism in Highlands has transformed
over the time that I have lived in Highlands
full-time. During those 30 years, Highlands
has transformed from a 7-8 month tourist
town to a year-round tourist town. When
I first arrived here, after the end of Octo-
ber, town essentially shut down. Second-
home owners left and didn’t return until
the season started back the next year. Most
all restaurants closed. Several inns closed.
Most retail businesses closed. That sea-
sonal aspect to the town made it difficult
for some businesses to survive. During the
past 15-20 years, even second-home own-
ers started spending some holidays here and
using their homes throughout the year. 'm
guessing that continues more so today since
businesses have been able to remain open
during more or all of the year. In fact, most
businesses are now able to stay open and
even thrive the full year. As far as the busi-
ness community is concerned, the growth
has been a very good evolution to High-
lands tourism. As with all growth, there are
also downsides and challenges that come
along as well. We are all aware of some of

—

CreaTIVE CONCEPTS SALON

Hair * Nails * Waxing
Tanning ¢ Facials ® Massages
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main
Highlands

those challenges. From staffing shortages
to access to restaurants, we have all experi-
enced the growth in both positive and nega-
tive ways. As tourism continues, I would like
to focus less on purely a numbers game on
visitors and more on the quality of the ex-
perience while visiting Highlands. Whether
it is for an event, golf, great dining/hotel or
a simple hike through our beautiful natu-
ral surroundings, the quality of Highlands
needs to be a strong part of the focus of
our planning,

As we all know, Highlands is a very
special place. It only makes sense, as more
people experience Highlands, more people
want to come back more often. Many times,
to buy a home and become a part of our
community. In many cases, more people
want to come and simply visit frequently.
Regardless of their plans, we all can un-
derstand why they want to come. I've said
this before and this subject is one of the
very areas that needs to have better com-
munity involvement. There is no question
that Highlands is growing. If we can get
the year-round residents, the second-home
owners and the business owners to be part
of the discussion, we can responsibly and
positively guide and plan that growth as we
move forward. Our community is the great-
est resource for this process. As we move
forward, we need to all consider what we
want Highlands to be while at the same time
understanding where we started, where we
have been, where we are and where we want
to be in the future. I don’t believe any one
person has the answer as to what the final
solution is moving forward. However, there
is no doubt in my mind that the Collective
Community holds the answers. I think the
Town Board, the community leaders, the
Chamber of Commerce, business leaders
and individuals within the community can
all collaborate to assure positive planning
for the future. If in the end, if all of the
stakeholders work together, the future of

Highlands remains bright. I am focused on
responsible planning and look forward to
the future.

Rachel Wilson

The secret is out about Highlands and
I think town leadership should embrace this
success and proactively work to mitigate is-
sues that arise rather than resent or try to
hide from it. People may naturally assume
that I have a “toutist first” mindset when
in fact I believe that the quality of life for
residents should not be sacrificed for the
desires of our transient visitors. Full-time
or part-time residents who are invested in
our community make Highlands great and
unique. When making decisions, what is
good for Highlanders should be the priority
over what is good for the guest. However,
I think that the two can live together har-
moniously.

New restaurants, shops and other busi-
nesses are great for our community. They
bring invested people as full-time residents,
new experiences for locals, and ensure the
continuous thriving economy that provides
a livelihood employees and business owners
can rely on. Activities throughout the year
keep Highlands exciting for locals and en-
courage families to put down roots. These
are also what attract people to choose High-
lands as their vacation destination over and
over. A place with fulfilled, thriving locals
will naturally draw attention from more
people and land us atop “Best of...” lists of
publications such as Travel + Leisure. We
should be proud of this recognition.

There is no denying that the increase
in residents and toutists alike brings new is-
sues to the forefront. Increased traffic, gar-
bage, and strain on natural resources are just
a few that come to mind. Leadership isn’t
just about avoiding problems for a smooth
ride; it is mostly about navigating through
the bumps in the road and problems that
arise. Thankfully, with growth comes in-
creased revenue. From FY 2015-16 to FY
2021-22, sales tax revenue for the town has
increased 53% exceeding $1.5 million. The
increased tax revenue alone is money that

..CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 29

dehamptongc.com to apply. (st. 10/12)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT
- Experienced Line Cook needed. Evening
shift. Great Pay. Possible on-premise living.
Call Mindy at 828-421-221 1. (st. 6/1)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE
LLC: Quality work, insured & experienced.
Servicing Highlands for over 10 years.For a free
estimate call, (828) 371-1702. Check out our
website at, www.homemaidcleaningservicenc.
com (10/26)

and roof repair.

Call 828-371-1103. (9/28)
20:-FT ROLL BACKAVAILABLE for

hauling, local or long distance. Call Danny at
828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

! Eco-Friendly &
Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring
LLC.Home: 828-526-4943 or 321-303-7560.
(8/31)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/
exterior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper
removal/log homes/decks. Insured. Free esti-
mates.828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

can be used to pay for additional police and
sanitation force, increased wages for town
workers, and improved infrastructure. As a
member of the Town Board I would also
seek to work with other agencies in town to
come up with solutions to these problems.
One example is 4th of July celebration in
Founders Patk. While this is a fun-filled
celebration it can present garbage, safety
and sanitation issues. Rather than discour-
age people from coming to Founders Park
to enjoy the festivities I would work with
Visit Highlands to provide added security,
waste receptacles and portable bathrooms.
I am eager to have conversations surround-
ing traffic on Main Street during peak hours
and seek out potential diversions for this
traffic without discouraging shoppers from
patronizing Main Street businesses. Also,
increased informational signage for park-
ing throughout town might relieve frustra-
tions of those who think Highlands has
grown too much. Finally, I would like to
see a joint effort between the Town and
Visit Highlands/Chamber of Commetce
to craft messaging and specifically target-
ing the type of visitor we want in our town.
If visitors are looking for the comforts and
known factors of chains and franchises, this
is not your place. If visitors are expecting
fast-paced experiences, try somewhere else.
If you are looking for a relaxed getaway,
connecting with kind people who appre-
ciate our natural resoutrces and live with a
sense of gratitude, then we are your place.

Too many people move here and then
want to lock the gate behind them. High-
lands does not belong to us. We ate merely
stewards of the gift that is our town, com-
munity, and natural surroundings. I would
strive to protect what it is for generations
to come by keeping big business and de-
velopment out, welcoming new small busi-
ness owners and families, and encouraging
continued marketing to attract new people
helping our town continue to flourish in-
stead of withering away.

Oct. 19 question #4:

How would you improve the infrastrucinre of
Highlands — roads, sewer, water; recreational facilities?

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos Contruction —
Remodels,Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-
4071.(12/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? | can
do it. Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (12/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides &
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing.
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

_| Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands is calling

-Coﬁﬁ}ry Club Properties . ,
Your local hometown H |g h|and8 Pro pe r“es

Real Estate professionals. .
450 N. 4th St. Highlands, N
3 Offices 828-526-2520 20 N. 4th ot Highlands, NC

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC : | 0£0-220- )
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com Www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com
i o . 3
@ b, i//.,, & 2T
Martin-Lipscomb
a i

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
|nfo@h|ghlandS|scaII|ng com

K
mlrrwmercondkultynkemals

Performing Arts Center

Andrea Gabbard

20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HA WAY REALTY

OMESERVI

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection H
Specialist gmail.com
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com o e
. IN | Highlands
F '_. 1 I. -. I
[

Sotheby’s

= "'l'l:;

>l | KHParkE /
=3 rl:l._l.'.-lr ]

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”°

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA We are home. PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895

L N, office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com PM(. 4[(\)2:2:]92}332; ?ﬁgﬁgﬁﬁ;@? g::;éi‘;ig” BrOKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM

LANDMARK
REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

st €orncovm

5 Offices across the plateau!
HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET




#1 in the Carolinas

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms LANDMARK
Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022 fﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬁ”m"w FENTALS
Broker in Charge / "
" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co Strong er tog ether. Source HCMLS & 5 Dﬁ Ices across t'he p ."ﬂtl?au.f
m 828.200.9179 RealTrends HIGHLANDS OFFICE

Main Office 225 MAIN STREET
295 Dillard Road

X allen |
| Highlands, NC 28741 -ta:te r’?’ {/ / ‘{// /4 CARL ROMBERG CELL:678-936-9309

828.526.8784 QEROKERJHaCHhRGE CARL2LANDMARKRG.COM

| Julie Osborn p (_‘} e_
Broker in Charge 1 : -
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co NORTH ( a(}l]grzlt Lll:’.]tll: }I‘Ih WH.D THYME GHURMET
m 828.200.6165 CAROLINA'S l 1 l I”

. . LEADER IN LUXURY OV LOVELL Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
Wildcat Cliffs Office iR 343-D Main Street « 526-4035
5121 Cashiers Road 5 .
Highlands, NC 28741 A" | Open for

| 828.526.4525 o Dinner
Leading i, 11a-3:30p
- &
patallenrealtygroup.com 5:30-til?

www.wildthymegourmet.com

L=

as one of the top two brokers

in the state of North Carolina
since 2016. More of her
listings have sold than an
other broker on the HCMES.

CWWOLFGANG’S
RES'.'AJR}’.\NT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

gL = '
(&H;ij' D A V l D Jody has consistently ranked

N Open for our
s ‘ If you're looking for thdse;SO“ =
A B l I I L D E R S exceptional results, contact B F;'enl;';-t w0
" . Chan r ;
‘&b ) Jady focay. L-hancas are TRANSACTIONS Dinner begins at 5:30p it

your buyer is already a

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 | |iient

Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
éﬁ) Restaurant
~/on Lake Sequoyah

Every home ... 828-526-2338

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open Tues.-Sat.
Let us tell yours. 5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

has a story.

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415 —— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
BeeGIee4@3mail.com Open 7 days a Week
an
Pat Gleeson HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com 526-4407
828.782.0472 210 North Fifth Street, 242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Highlands, NC 28731

on Main Street ©




