Kay Craig

This is week 4 of the Candidate Q&A

Five candidates are vying for
three seats on the Town Board
-- two incumbents and three new-
comets.

John Dotson

Brian Stiehler

This is the fourth week of
the 6-week Q&A leading up to
the Now. 7 election. Candidates ate
listed alphabetically.

Jeff Weller Rachel Wilson

Question #4:
How wonld you improve the infra-
structure of Highlands — roads, sewer,
* See Q&A page 8

Background checks are being
considered for library workers

By Brittney Lofthouse

The Macon County Public
Library’s Board of Trustees is
considering the implementation
of mandatory background checks
for library employees and volun-
teers, a discussion that was initiat-
ed following a suggestion made by
board member Leah Gaston dur-
ing the board meeting on Tuesday,
Oct. 3.

During the most recent meet-
ing, Gaston inquired if Fontana
Regional Library (FRL), which
oversees the Macon County Pub-
lic Library, conducts background
checks for their employees. Tracy
Fitzmaurice, the Director of FRL,
said that while they do not con-
duct formal background checks,

applicants are required to disclose
any non-traffic-ticket  criminal
convictions on their applications.
Fitzmautice mentioned that the
FRL refers to the sex offender reg-
istry to verify the accuracy of this
information.

Under our current proce-
dures, applicants are requited to
report any prior convictions, and
we check employment referenc-
es,” said Hudson Library Branch
Librarian Carlyn Morenus. “Add-
ing a background check is an ad-
ditional option currently being
researched by FRL. I don’t have
enough information yet to com-
ment further.”

Expressing concerns about
potential liability, Gaston empha-

sized the importance of imple-
menting  background  checks,
especially for employees who
work with children. Fellow boatrd
member Highlander Diann Catlin
echoed these concerns, stating that
the absence of background checks
could be deemed as “dangerous.”

Fitzmaurice  acknowledged
that in all their years, they had not
encountered criminal issues with
employees, but she agreed to ex-
plore this further.

Justin Bohner, another board
member, suggested involving a
third-party agency to conduct
thorough  background  checks.
Overall, board members High-
lander Wood Lovell and Bill Dyar

* See BACKGROUND page 12
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OLM plans to replace the current church with a Baroque-style structure.

OLM variance request is
continued until Nov. mtg

A parking variance requested
by Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church was the sub-
ject of the Wed., Oct. 11 Zoning
Board of Adjustment meeting;

According to the plans sub-
mitted, a new Baroque-style
church planned for the site will
eventually replace the existing 262-
seat church that was built in 1950,

expanded (lengthened) in 1964
with a sanctuary addition con-

structed in 1989.
Plans for the new 286-seat
church requires 72 parking spaces.
Due to the slope of the land
which is 16%, the wetlands on
the 2.58-acre tract, and the ma-
ture trees that would have to be
* See OLM page 12

Unparalleled Living within The Old Edwards Club at Highlands Cove

308 Double Branch Road
*Home Built in 2023
* Picturesque yard with Pond

o e el Highlands ﬁgﬁhﬁk&%

SIS ) i street | (828) 526.8300® 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 5264104

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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NC sidewalk could be decided tonight
Tonight is the Highlar.lds v F ,- interested in pursuing this alter-

Town Board meeting
starting at 7 pm at the
Highlands Community Center
next to the ball field. At 6 pm
the board will have a public
workshop meeting at the same
venue. Both meetings can be ac-
cessed on YouTube with a link
at the town website.
A major board meeting is-
sue at the time of this writing

| -'n-

posed sidewalk on NC 106 be-
ginning near the business district and go-
ing near the Highlands Country Club.

At the last meeting Commissioner
Dotson urged the board to continue to
consider the proposed route that would
require an easement on the Shelby Place
Homeowners property. I have met with
Rick Siegel of the association and shared
with him a photo of an elevated, steel
walkway that could be installed. This walk-
way would be level with the road and tra-
verse Munger Creek which is right next to
the road and prevents the sidewalk follow-
ing the roadway.

If the homeowners at Shelby were

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com
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Highlands Mayor

will be the location of the pro-  PatrickTaylor 5 the board’s final decision.

native concept, then the board
would need to decide how to
proceed. The option to relocate
the sidewalk on the opposite side
of NC 106 is still on the table, if
the board chooses to do so.

The bottom line is there are
state/federal funds available for
such proposed sidewalks. Our
staff has a grant proposal almost
ready for submission dependent

Staff from the Southwestern
Regional Planning Organization have been
of great assistance in identifying funding
sources and working with our staff in de-
veloping the grant request. Our contacts
indicate there is an ample supply of funds
for the grant, at least for now. The longer
we wait in submitting a grant request, the
more likely that the funds will have dried up.
I will press for a final decision concerning
the location of the sidewalk at the meeting
tonight.

We will also have a request for the fi-
nal approval of the new subdivision located
on Gibson Road. It is an unusual situation
where water major utilities will not be avail-
able until the water and sewer lines are com-
pleted on Gibson. The installation of these
lines is the responsibility of the town. ARP
funds have been approved and a contract
is in effect for the project. The developer
is ready to start selling the lots and build-
ing homes. By the time any of the homes
are completed, about 18 to 24 months from
now, the water and sewer lines will be in-
stalled. The subdivision owner is request-
ing not to be delayed simply because of the
schedule of this town project. Normally,
subdivisions are developed next to roads
that already have utilities in place.

At the workshop at 6, the board and
staff will revisit the Highlands School re-
quest to install an illuminated, electronic
sign. It is fall, and leaf blowers are active
and in full force. I want to have a discus-
sion about a possible ordinance regulating
the commercial use of leaf blowers. I have
received feedback from residents that this is
an issue that needs review.
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"Early voting starts today.
Yum Yirm, This is going to be a funand lucrative.”
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Thu, 19-Oct Fri, 20-Oct Sat, 21-Oct Sun, 22-Oct
N\ I /7 N\ | 7/ \ I /
56°F 56°F @ 60°F _ O _ 62F
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: 44°F / / / 42°F / 38°F / I \ 6°F
Times of clouds and sun  Cloudy with a passing  Breezy in the moming Sunny
shower
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High. 56° Low. 43° High: 53° Low: 42° High. 61° Low. 33° High. 64° Low. 36°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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 INVESTING AT 4. 118 ET.

when ghosties and goblins

take to the streets. One of
the scariest things on our resi-
dential streets isn’t Nightmare on |
Elm Street’s Freddy Kruger, but
the mortgage interest rates that
seem to be creeping up faster
than we can scream, “Help!”

According to Forbes online |
magazine, in an article published
by Robin Rothstein, “Mortgage
rates began September above
7% before reaching 7.57% in the
second week of October- the
highest rate since 2000, accord-
ing to Freddie Mac.”

Freddie Mac, Freddy Kruger. Po-TAY-
tow, Po-TAH-tow, or to some, just tater.
Housing market watchers say it ain’t over
until the pumpkin explodes. OK, well that
wasn’t their exact words, but analysts are
hopeful that rates will start to decline, de-
pending on several things, like less inflation.
That being said, it’s likely to get worse before
it gets better.

Interestingly enough, the next 2-day

I t's almost that time of year

When things go up in the night

meeting to decide how much
rates will rise is October 31st and
November 1st. How fitting;, Take
your pick, Trick or Treat or The
Day of the Dead.

Here are some quotes from
different soutces, also cited in the
Forbes article:

Realtor.com, economist Jiayi

X 'f Xu “The trajectory of mortgage
L ] y gag
Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty
& Vacation Rentals
828-526-3717

rates hasn’t unfolded exactly as
we expected...we’ve seen almost
the opposite pattern.”” He still
predicts lower rates if inflation is
better controlled.

First ~ American  Finan-
cial Corporation- Chief Economist, Mark
Fleming, “It’s likely that mortgage rates will
continue to hover in the 6.5% - 7.5% for
the remainder of the year, which means af-
fordability will remain a challenge for many
home buyers.

Palisades Group CEO/Co-Founder
Jack Macdowell, “While over the medium
term we expect a normalization bringing
mortgage rates back to around 6%, predict-
ing the timing is challenging”” He goes on

TUCK INTO TAST

.

E—

j . .
. pth,OW OPEN

Monday - Friday, 11 am - 3 pm
226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

to forecast that in the near term, we may see
rates of 7%-7.25% remain in place until the
end of the first quarter on 2024.

According to MBA data (Mortgage
Banking Association), Purchases and re-fi-
nances remain at the lowest level since 1990.
I’'m not a banker, and I certainly don’t claim
to have any insight into the banking industry,
but I predict if banks aren’t making money
on new mortgages or re-financing, they will
find a way to make it up in other areas. Most
of the re-financing happening now involves
home-equity/cash-out loans. If you have ren-
ovations planned, you may want to consider a
HELOC (Home Equity Line of Credit.)

Here’s another prediction: Sir Isaac
Newton may have been ‘good at math,” but
his law of gravity didn’t necessarily mean
mortgage rates or real estate prices. As Jed
Clampett used to say, “Wee, Doggie!”

Real estate is still the best investment
due to the law of scarcity. There aren’t any
more parcels of dirt being created, unless you
count the dried-up streams because of our
drought.

Some of the home sales over the last six
months realized a 60% +/- profit, but sev-
eral of those sellers waited ten years for that
to happen. Yes, there were many sales over
the last couple of years that showed the seller
only having the home for one-two years. Flip-
pets. Do we blame TV for that one?

A lot has changed here and all across
the country in the last ten years. The aver-
age home sale in NC in the year 2013 was
$175,000, and while the amounts were higher
in our area, there’s still a big difference. In our
MLS, sales in 2013 ranged from $108,000
to $2,800,000. with the higher prices usually
reserved for the country club homes. Not
anymore. Walk-to-town is the magic word.
We also need to consider the costs of im-

provements made to the property and when
they were made. For instance, improvements
made pre-Pandemic would have been a lot
less than renovations after 2021.

Everything has gotten more expensive,
just go to the grocery store — ANY grocery
store.

We have a lot of cash buyers in our area,
so there are many people who don’t think
twice about mortgage rates but hold on. In
another Forbes article,

Why Mortgage Rates Matter For Cash
Buyers Of Houses

By Bill Conetly, he ends his article by
saying this about cash buyers: “In all cases,
interest rates play a part in the decision. Ei-
ther a traditional mortgage will be secured
eventually, or the buyer is giving up interest
income by putting the cash into a house.
Higher interest rates will discourage house
purchases across the board.

The negative effect of higher interest
rates usually does not cause home prices to
fall, just to grow at a slower rate.”

I find it hard to imagine the amount of
liquid assets some people have, especially
when you consider the residential properties
that are listed in today’s market. The least I
can do is help some of those people make
good choices.

The inventory is still sort of low, but
there are some excellent homes available. In
our MLS, there are 344 homes listed as active
with prices ranging from $165,000 all the way
to NINE MILLION! WEE. DOGGIE.

Let’s hope when the time comes for
Trick-or-Treat, the Feds decide on a treat be-
cause that will help fill more goody bags.

I will end this with my Realtor Prayer,
“Lotd, please let my sellers not be greedy and
my buyers not be needy.”
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(828) 526-5759
Main Street - Dak Square - Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com
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"% SPECIAL! *

For 38 years, Shiraz has offered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventory of genuinely
hand woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING « RESTORATION - APPRAISALS
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HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN
MLS# 103083 | $7,950,000

Escape to Paradise in this breathtaking completely remodeled home on the
Cullasaja River! The home also boasts a two-bedroom guest house and views of
your own personal waterfall, all on 15 acres less than two miles from Main Street
in Highlands. The home has an open floor plan that features a spacious living
room with a floor-to-ceiling rock fireplace and large windows that offer views of
the waterfall. The kitchen is a chef's dream, with high-end appliances, custom
cabinetry, and a massive quartz island. Relax in the master bedroom that has a
direct view of the waterfall, then treat yourself to the spa-styled luxurious marble
bath with views of the river. Don’t miss this luxury legacy property!

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

. JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZIRAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-3045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
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HIGHLANDS
MLS# 103104 | $2,199,000

This home is a true masterpiece! As you step inside, you'll be captivated by the
large open living space, complete with a stunning wood-burning fireplace. The
adjacent dining room and chef's kitchen are a foodie’'s dream, boasting custom
cabinetry and a six-burner Wolf range with a custom hood. The luxurious master
Suite offers a serene retreat with a large soaking tub, a spacious shower, and a
walk-in closet fit for a fashionista. The lower level features a second family room
and two more bedroom suites. A generously sized private studio apartment with
a kitchenette adds even more privacy for guests. Offered fully furnished.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

. JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZIRAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. &
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair
Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4 p.m.
Dinner begins at 5:30

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Open for
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

= TUES - SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@5:30 PM

RESTAURANT
DINE INAND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade defi
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed. —Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Hzghlunder Mountain House

WED.-FRI.
Lunch and Dinner
SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner
SUN.
Brunch and Supper
BRUNCH:I0a to 3p
LUNCH: | la to 3p
DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p
290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

"ty

Homemade Ice Cream
featuring all time Favorite Flavors
PLUS:

Tequila ° Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

Cups

Cone®
Milkshakes

S
11100t111 es

ce Erea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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‘Rocky Horror’ debuts

Dear Editor.

Our beautiful Highlands offers so many delights for
its citizens and visitors to live “life as they choose.”

It’s a town of churches, schools, art and continuing
education, fine hotels, restaurants and shopping.

Our community floutrishes under the carefully orga-
nized town’s employees and volunteers. We “celebrate”
all kinds of things ... car shows, food and wine, music of
all kinds, Holidays, Ice skating, Dahlias etc.

I was saddened to see that the director of the Moun-
tain Theatre Company and obviously its board of direc-
tors and major financial supporters have taken steps to
change our historically entertaining productions into a
venue to forward this “Cult” classical production, as the

Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

Mon —Fn *11:30a to 5p
~Sat.- noon to 8p

The Secret Garden is in The Viuage Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Hot & cold sandwiches, avariety (f salads, bakevy items, and
SECRET dai[y specia[s. Fresh[y made & Veady forpick up.
208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * (828) 305-7509

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET |

R EB T a WU R & MNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:

5:30p - until

director describes it.

The last two productions — Rock of Ages and now
The Rocky Horror Show -- have been altered to add ex-
cessive sexual and alternative lifestyles, that is not a family
-oriented community production; even advising that adults
only attend.

At no time have I heard of our town putting on a
public “celebration” to promulgate and honor its citizens’
sexual and trans preferences.

Previously, I personally and respectfully made my feel-
ings known to the director at the Rock of Ages produc-
tion; that I believed this was not the kind of production
that aligned with the demographics of attendees and gen-
eral supporters of the PAC.

I'm not judging the character of any individual or
group, as we live in a live and let live society, but I am
judging and challenging the content of these type produc-
tions, assured by management and sponsors that these pro-
ductions are indicative of the desires of the majority of
“friends, allies, community and general public” of High-
lands, NC.

With the obvious gifted and talented singers and ac-
tors of the current cast of Mountain Theatre Company,
why not bring back family friendly classics like: The Sound
of Music, Oklahoma, Patsy Cline, The Buddy Holly Story
and drama like Arsenic and Old Lace, The Orient Express,
etc.?

My family and I will no longer attend and financially
support this endeavor to merge this sexually explicit agen-
da with the Mountain Theatre Company.

Charlie Renfroe
Highlands

A soldier’s right

Dear Editor,

As I have written before, we are shaped by our life ex-
periences. My past was soldiering, and it has certainly influ-
enced my thinking;

I was on Main Street the other day, and an older man
walked by me wearing his “I’m a Veteran” hat. Just in pass-
ing, I usually thank them for their service. This time was dif-
ferent; I noticed a pin on his collar, “Trump 2024.” It made
me think. How can a military veteran be for Trump?

From my vantage point, Trump’s disrespect for the mil-
itary is beyond disgraceful; it is unforgivable, and I cannot
understand how a Veteran, in particular, can support him.

Some cases to make my point.

In 2016, then-candidate Trump told a supporter who
gave him a copy of his Purple Heart: “I always wanted to get
the Purple Heart. This was much easier.”” Can you imagine
the total lack of understanding of what this medal repre-
sents?

In 2017, he visited the grave of the son of General
Kelly, 1st Lt. Robert Kelly, who died in Afghanistan in 2010;
Trump reportedly said: “I don’t get it. What was in it for
them?”

As Commander-in-Chief, Trump canceled a visit to the
Aisne-Marne American Cemetery near Paris in 2018, claim-
ing his helicopter could not fly him there. But his comment
to his staff told the truth. “Why should I go to that ceme-
tery? It’s filled with losers.” Trump referred to the more than
1,800 marines who lost their lives at Belleau Wood as “suck-

ers” for getting killed. According to the staff there, he did
not go because he feared his hair would become disheveled
in the rain and because he did not believe it important to
honor the American war dead. Can you even imagine that
of a Commander-in-Chief?

At the command ceremony for the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Milley, the former Army
Captain Luis Avila, who was seriously wounded after five
combat tours in Afghanistan, sang “God Bless America” at
the ceremony. When Avila finished his performance, Milley
claimed that Trump told him, “Why do you bring people
like that here? No one wants to see that, the wounded,”
before telling him not to let Avila appear in public again.

In 2019, in preparation for Trump’s visit to the US.
Naval base in Yokosuka, Japan, the Trump White House
requested the US. Navy cover the name of the USS John
S. McCain. When asked about McCain as a hero, Trump
responded, “He was a war hero because he was captured; 1
like people who weren’t captured.” Trump’s disrespect for
Senator McCain is so well documented it only needs to be
said that Trump is not fit to clean the boots of Senator
John McCain.

Trump’s latest announcement on social media was
that General Milley was a traitor who deserved to be ex-
ecuted. Execute the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
really? As a result, General Milley and his family require
special security.

There are many other examples of his total disregard
for the sacrifice of our military personnel.

All this hostility and disrespect to the military by a
man who, in the fall of 1968, received a dubious, if not
fraudulent, exemption from military service for diagnosis
of bone spurs in his heels. It should be noted there has
never been mention of that condition in any of Trump’s
medical exams.

What has happened to America that we could elect,
and possibly re-elect, a Commander-in-Chief who has no
respect for the service member, the wars they fought, their
sacrifices, and the service they provide to each of us? To
disregard the pain and suffering of those who have served
is beyond sinful. It is unforgivable. To honor our fallen is
a sacred duty. We can never forget their service and their
sactifice.

I served with brave men and women who placed their
lives on the line. I am not a combat veteran, but men in
my units died serving. My mentor and my first sergeant,
both dear friends and steadfast soldiers, are dead. I think
of them often and honor them every day of my life. I have
been and continue to be affected by their loss. The after-
effects of service, brought on by battle or service alone,
have been devastating for many. Their sacrifice cannot be
diminished by anyone, and most certainly not by the likes
of a coward like Donald Trump. I am personally sickened
by the thought of a man of Trump’s lack of integrity and
disregard for the American servicemen and women being
Commander-in-Chief.

It is every American’s right, no one more so than
our veterans, to support whomever they wish. I don’t say
this man I passed on the street, this veteran, can’t support
Trumps; I just would like to know how he can. If there is
a Vet reading this who supports Trump, I would sincerely

* See LETTERS page 8
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Garrison Keillor, Tonight!

Friday, November 10, 2023 -
Performing

7:30 PM
HPAC Theater

Making his Highlands Debut,
Garrison E\Plllnr, author,
humorist and creator of

A Prairie Home Companion
will delight the audience of the
Highlands-Cashiers plateau.
Tickets - $80/person by calling
(828) 526-9060 or online.

Highlands-
Cashiers
Chamber
Music
Festival

h-cmusicfestival.org
heemfne@gmail.com
28-526-9060

quhlandf-; X
CoveRealty

MERRITT SHAW

828.421.7593
MErritt@High|and5CuveREa|ty.com
www.Highla ndsCoveRealty.com

water, recreational facilities?

Kay Craig

To improve Highlands’ infrastructure
we need to identify the need or the prob-
lem, have it designed or engineered, budget
for it, and then complete it.

We have been so fortunate to receive
state funding for our water plant and thanks
to Senator Corbin and Representative Gil-
lespie we also will be receiving funds to clean
up Mirror Lake. We have also been able to
apply for grants and having the projects en-
gineered and shovel-ready helps us receive
those grants. As a prosperous community
we should always be striving to improve our
residents’ lives. I feel it is important to plan
ahead and set aside funds in case state fund-
ing is not available in the future.

John Dotson

Highlands Town Commissioners have
the responsibility of allocating funds for
the maintenance and improvement of the
existing infrastructure within the Town of
Highlands.

Day-to-day operations and repairs
within specific departments, such as water,
streets and sanitation, fall under the pur-
view of our Town Engineer and the depart-
ment teams.

Road maintenance in Highlands re-
quires a well-planned schedule, taking into
account factors like traffic flow, particularly
during peak seasons, and the appropriate
temperatures requited for paving or repairs.

With the exception of Many and War-
ren roads, ALL roads in Highlands have
been paved.

Given our location at the top of the
watershed, water quality remains one of our
primary concerns. Continuous monitoring
and upgrades to our water system are on-
going, with significant investments of tax-

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry
and much more

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

..Q&A continued from page 1

payer dollars over the past few years. This
includes the installation of a water intake
at Lake Sequoyah, larger storage facilities,
improved filtration, and upgraded lines.

With the exception of fewer than six
homes on private wells (by choice), ALL
homes are served by town water.

Another goal for the Town is to ex-
pand sewer availability. However, the engi-
neering requirements for sewer installation
in our area come with significant costs,
primarily due to considerations from soil
depth to rock and topographical challeng-
es. Our current focus is on completing the
Mirror Lake area and possibly extending
sewer lines to Webbmont, with the aim of
providing as many homes as possible with
sewer access.

Two of my main goals are the con-
tinuing installation and improvement of
sidewalk access into much-needed areas
of town and the expansion of sewer avail-
ability.

The Town of Highlands is the pri-
mary provider of recreational facilities,
not just for our residents but also for the
southern part of Macon County. Macon
County commissioners committed to pro-
vide $550,000 annually for recreation, and
our annual recreation budget exceeds 1.1
million dollars.

Highlands has been fortunate to re-
ceive support from numerous benefactors
over the years, who have conttibuted to
funding recreational facilities enjoyed by
the whole community.

Recent town projects have ranged
from renovating the recreation center and
establishing a dog park to remodeling the
pool and creating new amenities at the ball-
park.

As seen with the recent conversion of
tennis courts to pickleball courts, the Com-
missioners constantly consider upgrades,
updates, and proposals from the voters for
new recreational facilities.

* See Q&A page 10

..LETTERS continued
from page 7

like to understand how that can be. Is there
some attribute of Trump that is so exem-
plary that it overshadows his blatant disre-
spect and disregard for American service
members, which permits the veterans to
support him? There must be some rational
reason; I just am at a loss to see it.
The Office of the President is all
about honor and integrity.
The rest is just crap.
Matthew Eberz
Highlands
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TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED
HIGHLANDS HERITAGE JAMBOREE!
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FRIENDS OF FOUNDERS PARK
HIGHLANDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
: c HIGHLANDS POLICE DEPARTMENT

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS
PARKS AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

AND OUR
AMAZING VOLUNTEERS.
PERFORMERS AND ATTENDEES!
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LouT OF
Hicuranp$
NORTH GAROLINA

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

VisitHighlands) NG visithighlandsnc.com

..Q&A continued from page 8

Brian Stiehler

Since I was first elected, infrastructure
improvements have been a priority. The
Fiber project, the Buckhorn water tank re-
placement, the Moorewood Rd water proj-
ect, the Split Rail Row water project, the
sewer and water project on Gibson St, the
Dog Mountain water project and the pre-
clarifier tank replacement at the water plant
are just a few examples of improvements
that I’ve supported over the past few years.
There is always more to do and we cannot
fall behind.

The most obvious is road paving, To
help control the amount of sediment en-
tering our bodies of water, road paving is
a huge step in the right direction. Mirror
Lake is soon to begin a large-scale dredging
project. We need to be as proactive as we
can in eliminating as many sources of sedi-
ment as possible. I think we need to do our
best to eliminate gravel roads in the town.
We’ve been focused on this for the last 10
years and will stay focused on improving
our roadways.

The second improvement that we
need to continue to work on is getting ev-
ery home possible onto the sewer system.
This is very important for environmental
reasons, especially those homes in critical
watershed areas.

The third area, in recreation, I want
to see is the establishment of the Boys and
Gitls Club facility in the town of Highlands.
The town can potentially be a huge player
here and I can’t think of a bigger need or
more worthwhile cause in our community. I

am 100% committed to helping make this
a reality, in any way I possibly can. Also in
recreation, I am currently the Chairman of
a committee that is working to build a first-
class playground facility for the youth in
the area. We are currently finalizing plans
for the facility and will start fundraising
in the coming months. This is an exciting
project to be a part of and was initiated by
an anonymous contribution from a mem-
ber of the community.

A fourth area that I would love to see,
is the Town of Highlands and the Cham-
ber of Commerce, work together and use
occupancy tax dollars to establish an ex-
cellent downtown wireless network. This
would be a huge benefit for residents and
visitors alike, and even has the potential to
improve cell phone service by getting folks
downtown, off the towers.

A fifth area of infrastructure I'd like
to see, is the completion of a smart grid for
water and electric. This system would help
the town and its residents in several ways.
One example is the system could detect
water leaks and track abnormal usage. This
would prevent a homeowner from having
to be responsible for an enormous water
bill in the event of a water leak.

And finally, our infrastructure re-
quires a dedicated team of hard-working
employees to maintain it. We have several
long-standing employees who are neating
retirement. These folks are a wealth of in-
formation and they have complied a large
amount of institutional knowledge over

* See Q&A page 30

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience
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REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

(828) 526-4663 225 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC LANDMARKRG.COM

Connecting people, property and community
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..OLM continued from page 1

removed to provide the required parking
places, OLM requested a variance for 49
parking spaces and allowance for 23 spaces
- 10 more than they have now - instead.

To be granted a variance from the qua-
si-judicial board, a hardship peculiar to the
property must be proven.

To represent them, OLM solicited at-
torney Craig Justus who practices environ-
mental law, real estate, and land use litigation
and planning at The Van Winkle Law Firm.
Justus has litigated and won against the town
in the past.

He opened the case before the board

by first referring to OLM as a Main Street
church noting that Main Street churches in
Highlands aren’t required to provide park-
ing,

There is a finger-like portion of OLM’s
property between the Hudson Library and
the Church of the Incarnation that borders
Main Street.

Town Planning Director Michael

GET UP! GET OUT !

PARTNERS

IN RECREATION

We have something for everyone!
Go to web pages for information & registration

o N ¢ PR,

ed & insured™

HIGHLAND
EXCURSION i

“All best in cig

highlandsaerialpark.com
Experience the best views in the state while enjoying
some of the best ziplining in the country. We also

offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swing, scenic

guided UTV toursand more on our 96 acre property.

828-759-5146

InThe g5,
g5

b <

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE
Jjacksonholcgemminc.com
A family-owned gem mine good for all ages.
Our store offers thousands of dazzing gems &
minerals and a covered flume to search for your
treasures rain or shine!

828-524-5850

mtntours.com
Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers NC!!
Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Joumnal.

864-373-4022

5!913\/311@)'

wuntryclub com

A championship course layout with
beautiful views & challenging holes
for a great day of goff.

706-746-5302

C ¢ Capfaivt

highlandsoutpost.com
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly
Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing slide,
gem mine, trout fishing & more!

828-526-3737

Walerfall Cruises

Wk s
Scenic Boat Tours

WorldClassWaterfalls.com

Take a scenic waterfall cruisc on
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury
pontoon yacht with an officially
licensed Master Sea Captain!

B2B-526-6300

dillardhousestables.com

Guided Horseback Riding
in Dillard Georgia

i.li“illllll!“likl'r.l. wEN
Fiy Sahing guide serdtn.
Cotiter Tor Piloird, Saharenen,

Experienced guides take you, your family,
or group along scenic trails, offering you
breathtaking views, lush forests and the

most amazing opportunity to splash down

a cool mountain stream aboardyour very

own well trained equine partner.

camging, Adventule ravel, and Mo

B2B-526-5298

T06-T46-2038

Mathis said according to Justus’s testimony
it was clear he believes OLM’s property
abuts Main Street and thus should be con-
sidered a church on Main Street and exempt
from the town’s parking standards (Per Sec.
9.1.1 B)(3).
“However, the Town hasn’t taken a
* See OLM page 14

.BACKGROUND

continued from page 1

agreed with the idea, acknowledging that it
would necessitate a budget allocation. They
pointed out that other institutions, such as
Pre-K centers and churches, routinely con-
duct background checks for prospective em-
ployees.

“The Macon County Library Board is
the advisory board to the larger Fontana Li-
brary Board of Trustees,” said Diann Cat-
lin. “In June 2023, when the Macon County
commissioners appointed three new trustees
to the advisory board, two of the three were
parents of young children who are insight-
ful about guarding their children. Churches
and schools have benefitted greatly from
background checks for years. Our logic was:
why take a chance in today’s world? At least
four of the MCLB also believe that sexually
graphic books such as It’s Perfectly Normal
belong in the adult section, where parents
discern and navigate what their children
read. Advisory Boards advise, and this we
believe is GREAT advice.”

The general consensus of the board is
that in the event the policy is approved, it
would apply to current employees and vol-
unteers as well.

Later Caitlin said background checks
flesh out practices which might indicate a
problem in working with children.

“Of course pedophilia, but there might
be a history of someone ... say who worked
in childcare and was fired for say anger to-
ward a child, or carelessness with a child.
Drug abuse might surface also. Many busi-
nesses do background checks,” she said.

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
Ma to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Highlands

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 e 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
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DINNER & COCKTAILS

Located on the second floor

of Old Edwards Inn

ART
LEAGUE
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OCTOBER
21 & 22, 2023

HIGHLANDS REC CENTER
600 N 4TH ST. HIGHLANDS NC
10-5 DAILY

www.artleaguehighlands-cashiers.com

* OBITUARY ®

Marie Ann Van Huss Marion

Marie Ann Van Huss Marion, 87, of
Chatleston, SC and Highlands, NC, went
to meet her Heavenly Father on October
6, 2023 and celebrated her life at St. Philip’s
Church, Chatleston, SC on October 12,
2023.

On October 23 at 12:30 pm at High-
lands Cemetery Memorial Park in High-
lands, NC, Ann will be butied in the family
plot next to her mother, Marie Van Huss,
and cousins, Rebecca Smallwood Harris
and Thomas H. Harris.

Ann was born on January 18, 1936 to
Marie Claxton Harville and Ernest Stewart
Van Huss of Atlanta, GA. She attended
North Fulton High School and received
an undergraduate degree in Elementary
Education from Emory University. Ann
taught in the Fulton County School System
for nine years before receiving a Master’s
Degree in Education from Stanford Uni-
versity.

Upon moving to Charleston, Ann
worked in real estate and continued teach-
ing in the Charleston County School Sys-
tem. While raising her children, Ann was
active in many civic organizations includ-

ing serving on the board of the Women’s
Council of the Gibbes Museum of Art
and as President of the Women’s Medical
Society Auxiliary of South Carolina.

She is survived by her three children,
Robert Francis Marion IV and his wife
Swain, Rebecca “Becky” Marion Blakeney
and husband Bennett, David Francis Mar-
ion and his wife Sarah, as well as seven
grandchildren and two great-grandchil-
dren.

Referring to Highlands as “the clos-
et place to Heaven on earth,” the town
played an important role in Ann’s life
since eatly childhood. With long stand-
ing Highlands’ roots, spending summers
at the original family home, built in 1881,
was one of Ann’s greatest joys. After sell-
ing the Highlands homestead, Ann con-
tinued to visit Becky and Bennett, of
Highlands and Charleston, creating new
memories and enjoying the splendor of
this place she called Heaven.

Memorials may be made to High-
lands Biological Station, 265 N 6th St,
Highlands, NC 28741.

..OLM continued from page 12

stance on this, and the UDO doesn’t specify
the amount of property a church must own
on Main Street to be exempt from the park-
ing standards,” said Mathis. “It simply says,
‘The parking requirement for places of as-
sembly or recreation, or entertainment with
fixed-seats shall not apply to churches locat-
ed on Main Street.””

Though Justus did refer to OLM as a
Main Street church at the beginning of his
testimony, the majority of what was dis-
cussed centered around parcel hardships.

“The slope, wetlands, and tree removal
make it challenging to adhere to the ordi-
nance,” he said.

In addition to Justus’s testimony, several
patishioners, and members of the commu-
nity spoke in favor of the variance saying the
72 required spaces wouldn’t even be used
for the most part because parishioners rou-
tinely park on 5th and Pine streets during the
Saturday and Sunday masses. Furthermore,
they said parishioners rarely filled the exist-
ing 262-seat sanctuary so filling the new 286-
seat sanctuary was unlikely, citing the infre-
quent use of the property as well.

Those patishioners sworn-in to testify,
which is required of the quasi-judicial hear-
ing, said they and others, are only in High-
lands 4-6 months, so having so much park-
ing on the campus was unnecessaty.

Chairman of the Zoning Board Mar-
got Teed said though the hardships cited by
Justus were notable, they aren’t peculiar to
Highlands and furthermore on-street park-
ing in Highlands is a premium.

However, Michael Thompson and Isa-
belle Chambers who live in the neighbor-
hood near the church testified that parishio-
ner parking in the area was not detrimental.

“There has never been a parking prob-
lem,” said Chambers who lives next door.

Justus said OLM was willing to con-
sider any reasonable condition and would
consider putting parking where the existing
church is located if it is demolished — which
further complicated the issue.

According to the plans submitted, the
existing church is labeled “to be removed”
but at the hearing there was talk of keep-
ing it as an accessory building without fixed
seating,

If it is kept, even more parking would
be needed — one seat per 200 sq. ft. — for
that type of building;

“We have heard almost nothing about
hardship during the testimony and that is al-
most solely what our critetia is based on for
granting a variance,” said Teed. “I would like
you to express the actual hardship, because
taking down trees is something everyone in

* See OLM page 21



Move-in  condition, spectacular
house located off Buck Creek Road
on Western Rhodes Road. 3 bed-
rooms, plus additional flex spaces.
Multiple fireplaces. Open great
room concept with custom kitchen,
plank wood floors, stone fireplace
in the great room that flows onto
a covered porch with hot tub spa.
Masters on main and upper floors,
plus guestrooms complete with
baths. Outbuilding. Offered at
$1,895,000. mls #100481

A coveted walk-to-town location
currently operating as a STR with
an established rental history and
repeat clientele. Completely rebuilt
with modern conveniences in 201 1.
The main level features the primary
with ensuite bathroom. Open con-
cept great room with vaulted ceiling
and pine floors, and kitchen.The liv-
ing/dining area has a stone gas log
fireplace flanked by French doors
opening to the large covered deck.
Ample outdoor living space with a
wood burning fireplace. Two bed-
rooms, a 3rd bath and a large bo-
nus room. downstairs. Offered at
$1,395,000 mls #10271 1

West Main Street

Commerecial.
Wright Square. Invest in Real Ex-
cellent rental property, lower level
has 2 commercial shops with 3
rental offices upstairs. Offered at
$1,595,000. mls #98262

Located off Bartram Ridge Road, in
the Scaly Mountain community, this 2
bedroom, 2.5 bath features a vaulted
great room plan that opens onto a
covered porch and open deck.There
is a main floor bedroom with ensuite
bath, upper level has a loft and guest
bedroom and bath.There is a lower
unfinished level and has a single-car
garage. Usable yard and in excel-
lent condition. Offered at $495,000.
mis# 102545

Stunning 4 bedroom, 4 1/2 bath on
over 3.3 acres in Blue Valley Falls
features a ridgeline view and water
feature. Top of the line finishes with
antique, one-of-a-kind touches. Huge
cathedral living room, real fireplace
with gas starter, screened and open
porch with fireplace and big screen
TV. Cook’s kitchen with gas stove,
marble island, banquette window
seating breakfast nook. 2 main floor
bedrooms with baths. Lower level
has 2 bed/2 baths with living room,
fireplace and porch. 2-car garage
with a covered breezeway. Cur-
rently a vacation rental so showing
requires advance planning. Offered at
$1,895,000. mls #102601

Commercial Building in  Wright
Square. Large commercial space in
lower level currently a restaurant,
3 bedroom apartment upstairs
currently rented. Corner location
and in good condition! Offered at
$1,595,000. mls #98263

|3-acre flower farm with a pond and
branch with a rolling ridge of wood-
lands, in an excellent location and
good elevation, with no HOA. Paved
state road access to the driveway.
1920s home is in excellent condi-
tion. Primary bedroom on the main
level with a large bath, 2 guest bed-
rooms on the upper level. Ducted
furnace system and 2 porches. Only
2.5 mile to Main street. Offered at
$1,490,900. mls #102449
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An established short-term rental,
on Little Bear Pen Mountain. Enjoy
gorgeous panoramic mountain views
from the expansive deck and open
living room. Floor-to-ceiling windows
in living room. 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, and 2 bonus rooms. There
are two bedrooms on the main level,
each with its own bathroom. Offered
at $1,795,000. mis# 102689

A Highlands Country Club prop-
erty with Membership not required.
4BR/4BA home with post and beam
great room and cathedral windows
and wrap-around porch. The mas-
ter bedroom and bath on the Main
Level adjoins an outdoor living area
with fireplace.There is a second bed-
room and bath on the main level, The
other two bedrooms, also, have en-
suite bathrooms. Deck on the lower
level with walk-out steps. Offered at
$1,399,000. mis #103156
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Newly updated home has a view
from the primary bedroom with a
covered deck. Bath has a new shower
and sauna. Living area has a stone gas
fireplace, full kitchen with all new ap-
pliances, and large front deck with
wood burning fireplace. Downstairs
consist of 2 suites, one has a kitchen
with full fridge, 2 burner cooktop and
microwave. Covered parking under

the front deck. Offered at $999,000.

mis#102769

3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths. 4 miles to
Main St.All new systems and applianc-
es. Sits on .89 acre with open long-
range mountain view. Primary bed-
room with en suite has a heated floor
and bubble tub on the main level with
2 bedrooms and a bath on the lower
level. Open kitchen, dining room and
living room. Fireplace on each level
with gas logs. Covered deck on each
level and outside fire pit. Offered at
$1,265,327 mls #102515
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Located at the end of the lane and
needs someone to rebuild and re-
store it. 2 bedrooms, | bath plus an
attic in the roofline. There is a car-
port and storage above. The lot is
wonderful, with end-of-the-road pri-
vacy and a grassy usable lot. Loads of
potential with city water and power.
$425,000 mls #103136.

This house on Upper Lake Road
has a great entrance hall, large liv-
ing room, dining room and gourmet
kitchen plus a screened porch and
spacious deck. Primary suite with
office and laundry room, as well as
very large walk-in closet and large
bath. Upstairs has 3 bedrooms, each
with its own bath. There is a large
den with built-ins and a bunk room
off one of the upper bedrooms.
Porch with gardens and a fountain
in front. with 2 guest parking spaces
on the street. Offered at $2,400.00
mls #102744

This is a wonderful family home in
a great neighborhood! 3 bedrooms,
3.5 baths, office and loads of stor-
age, great open plan has been up-
dated with a new kitchen. Vaulted
living room with fireplace. Separate
guest bedrooms with the upper
bedroom featuring a mountain view.
2 car garage. Flat usable lot. Offered
at $1,895,000. mls #101906

¢

On Eastside Duck Mountain, this 3
bedroom 2 bath is in Four States
Subdivision and has a spectacular
view of Winfield Farm, Blue Valley
and vistas to the south. Main floor
living plan has living room with
fireplace, kitchen, dining room/sun-
room with loads of windows for
180-degree view. 2 guest bedrooms
with a hall bath.Upstairs has a huge
master suite with fireplace and en-
suite bath. Offered at $650,000. mls
#101529
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It’s Leaf-looker time

WESTMAN ATELIER

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Augustinus Bader

Fine goods for your family and home.

Books ¢ Chocolates » Coffee * Guy Gifts e Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

Fine American
Handcrafts
including Pottery,
Jewelry, Fun Gifts
and More!
[ PEAK <&
EXPERIENCE

GALLERY OF FINI
HANDURAFTS & ANTIQUES

£1©)

828-526-0229 | 2820 Dillard Road | Highlands,NC

¥THE MOLLY GRACE

GO

Come dress yourself
and your home for
Fall at

The Molly Grace!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

[ le)

n Highlands!

ﬁ{f BIG
' Fall
SAILE

5. 4th Street
526-4473

338 Main St.
526-4777

{CAL1 MOVNTAIN
CRAFTERS
8106 Dillard Road * Scaly Mtn, NC - 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com
MTN CRAFTER

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC

as well as in Rabun County, GA.
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!
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| J SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFTNESS

DOLCECABO

JULIE VOS

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Check out our new store in Cashiers!

JOHNNY WAS
Lohee Bloc

Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107

@ XC\V/I

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

& NATuRAL SELECTON

Seasonal
changes are
“naturall”

(828)421-3546

FALL
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et HIGHLANDS, NC

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
» Gadgets
o Tabletop
o Stemware
 Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Gourmet Kitchenware

Come in and
find your new
favorite sweater!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Fall arrivalss

H ighlands Mon.-Sat.10a-5p ¢ Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160
Come OUF

ATTAEAR

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

o Jeans by:
% Joes « AG
« Citizens
' Hudson
1") & « Mother

Shoes by:
* ShuSh
* Diba
* Blowfish
* Matisse

Don’t miss our
361 Main St upstairs SALE room! Open 10am Daily
Highlands 355 Main Street 828-482-1920
(in The Galax Theatre 221 N. 4th St.
(Next to Annawear) 526-4660 (Across from Town Hall)

e 9

Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter

To get your
Hattitude adjusted!
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10,000 SQUARE FEET
OF SHOPPING!

BAZAAR BARN

THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

10 AM-2PM

1846 HIGHWAY 107N
ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL

CALL SKIP RYAN FOR MORE INFORMATION

828-226-2588

THE

FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here, There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

Highlands Veterans launch ‘Plateau
Warriors’ program to aid area Veterans

By Chip Snyder

A group of local HIghlands
veterans has joined forces to es-
tablish the “Plateau Warriors
program, an initiative designed to
provide vital support and resourc-
es to area veterans during times of
uncertainty and crisis.

Across the country every 65
minutes a veteran chooses to take
his or her life because many veter-
ans are not aware of their choices.
Recognizing the unique challenges
faced by those who have served,
the Plateau Warriors support team
members take on the role of “Bat-
tle Buddies,” a group with whom
the veteran responds to and trusts
because of mutual service experi-
ences. Battle Buddies empower
veterans by communicating the
vatious choices available to them
and offering a helping hand when
it is needed most.

The program was conceived
through the joint efforts of Ed
McCloskey and Davis Picklesimer
with help from a team of former
servicemen, including Bill Huff,
Zach Claxton, Paul Schowalter, Jim
Kinard and myself, Chip Snyder.

The Plateau Warriors pro-
gram seeks to bridge the gap be-
tween veterans and the multitude
of services and support systems
available to them. The founders
understand that navigating the
complex landscape of resources
can be overwhelming, especially
during times of crisis. Therefore,
its primary focus is to serve as a
guiding light, ensuring that veter-
ans are aware of the options and
assistance available.

Tom Neil, CEO of the
Highlands Cashiers Hospital, has
played an important role in fund-
ing, encouraging, and providing
important resources to the Plateau
Wartiors Team. The program also
receives referrals from the hospi-
tal’s social wotket.

The Plateau Warriors aim to
educate veterans about the sup-
port systems in place, an example
being a variety of mental health
services. By equipping veterans
with this knowledge, the program
empowers them to make informed
decisions and access to the health
they need to overcome challenges
and regain stability in their lives.

The Plateau Warriors program
places a strong emphasis on peer
support and camaraderie. By fos-
tering a welcoming and inclusive
community, veterans are encout-
aged to share their experiences,
seek advice, and find solace in the
company of fellow service mem-
bers who understand the unique
struggles they face. The sense of
connection and understanding is
invaluable in times of uncertainty
in crisis.

The launch of the Plateau
Warfiors serves as a reminder of
the bond forged through shared
experiences and the determina-
tion to ensure that no veteran
is left behind. As this program
continues to grow and evolve, it
is our collective responsibility to
rally behind these heroes and en-
sure that they receive the support
and resources they deserve.

Veterans seeking support from
Platean Warriors can call 800-906-
5315, for help and information. Other
veterans interested in information or to
volunteer to belp with the program con-
tact Ed McCloskey at 813-267-3823
or email ed.mecloskey6@yahoo.com.

Lol 8 Y

Madern MTM Life

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | « Open Year Round
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Community - Responsible Planning - Leadership
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Y ) COMMISSIONER

“I'm asking for your vote this election for the Town of
Highlands Board of Commissioners. I'd like to bring fresh
Ideas and some new vision to the Board. | would be
honored to be your Commissioner and would appreciate
your support.” - Jeff Weller

KEY ELECTION DATES

00 0 0 0 0 0
OCTOBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER NOVEMBER

Absentee Mail-in Early Voting Election Day
Voting Begins Period

WWW_.JEFFWELLERHIGHLANDS.COM

- Paid for by the Committee to Elect jeff Weller -
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 6 — 8 P.M.

%:ee./TRIC K-OR-TREATING
KID ZONE

HOT DOGS, POPCORN
& HOT CHOCOLATE

LIVE MUSIC BY
THE FOXFIRE BOYS,
THE HIGH FIVE
AND DJ MIKE MURPHY

NORTH CAROLINA

ELEV. 4118

visithighlandsnc.com

S o e e e e A — "

Made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC with special thanks to Highlands School PTO, Highlands School

Booster Club, Highlands School Interact Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Plateau, MountainTop Rotary and Highlands Rotary.
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Highlands might have to do even though
we hate it, nobody likes it, but it’s not pecu-
liar to your piece of property. In addition, a
16% grade isn’t unusual for Highlands and
that’s one of the criteria for a variance.”

Teed said defining the hardship is para-
mount.

“The UDO is very clear. There needs
to be a parking space for every four seats,”
she said. “I want you to help us make a
good decision. It’s the hardship part of this
that hasn’t been addressed.”

Justus said the spitit of the ordinance
was met because OLM is not currently im-
pactful and it only wants to modernize the

campus not change it.

“We aren’t dramatically changing the
use of the property. The ordinance presents
itself as the problem because we are being
told in order to modernize we have to put in
three more parking lots,” he said.

In the end, Justus requested a continu-
ance so OLM could get with an architect to
see if parking on areas not previously con-
sidered would be possible.

The case was continued to the next
Zoning Board meeting on Wed., Nov. 8 at
5:30 p.m. in the Community Building.

- Kim Lewicki

HS Boys are 2nd place champs

Steve Hott
Head Coach

On Fri, Oct. 13, the Highlands Middle
School Swim Teams concluded their 2023 sea-
son at the Far Western North Carolina Middle
School Swimming Championships held at the
Buncomb County Schools Aquatic Center.

The boys’ team finished 2nd and com-
bined with the three-member girls’ team they
finished 4th.

As they have been all season, the High-
lander boys were led Ian Batista and Junior
Olympians Blake Kenter and Justin Powell.
Kenter was the meet and season high scorer
with 47.5 points for the meet, 239 for the sea-
son and a 3rd place finish in the meet.

Mountain HomeMinders

HOME WATCH » HOME MANAGEMENT

E

Batista and Powell both brought home
46.5 pts at the meet. Batista had 235 for the
season, Powell 225 and a 3rd place finish at
championships.

Aleks Petric-Sakonjic earned 41.5 points at
the meet, 128 for the season and a 2nd and a
3rd at the meet.

Ivan Shchelgachov scored 34 and 189 pts,
while Junior Olympian Corena Dearth had 26
and 128. Alex Lopez brought home 23 and
133.5; Emilina Hernandez 20 and 160; Pe-
nelope McRae 17 and 109.5. Also contribut-
ing throughout the season but absent from the
meet, Miley Zagal had 58 pts for the season and
Cassie McDowell 15.

. T IW ;
o B

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Management Services
for Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin,
Highlands, and Cashiers.

Loretta Peake Newton still believes
that personal care and attention to
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com
MountainHomeMinders.com

/44
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Fc:cusing on the Future
While Respectine O 2ast
TOR O SR IEEI0NER hile Re specting Our Past

Highlands’ Taxpayers Are
Talking About 3 Things:

Fiscal Responsibility

You work hard for your money, and I'll work to
ensure each tax dollar provides you a return on your
investment,
transparency.

asking for input and creating

Better Collaboration

Our best path forward is for the Town to work with
other entities, helping collaborate for the best to
protect and preserve our Town while ensuring a
future that will support small businesses and future
generations.

Managed Growth

While growth is inevitable, I'll work to proactively |
find fair solutions to challenges before they become
problems.

i = rachetwilsenfarhightands.com
H 7 eachelwilsonforhighlands

Topad Fe g T Y e by Fromem Crarrpr 18 e

Wine Wednesdays

Each Wednesday through Thanksgiving
I

Spread the season’s joy with hand-
crafted treasures! Discover unique
finds at The Shop and Studio Barn:
sculpture, pottery, paintings, textiles,
glass, photography, books, & more.
Your purchase supports regional
artists and our creative economy. Plus,
savor a glass of wine while you shop
every “Wine Wednesday” through
Thanksgiving at The Bascom.

Wednesdays
330 pm-5pm

THEBASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949
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* HIGHLANDS EVENTS ®

NEW POOL SCHEDULE Sat,l0a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 yrs
e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri, 6.-9:45a, and plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -1 lam with Karen Chambers.

HOLISTIC

SPIRIT MIND BODY

BE STILL MEDITATION

24B CANOE POINT e CASHIERS, NC

ADORtherapy

Store from Asheville
AURA PHOTOGRAPHY READINGS/14 pg report
Sunday, Oct. 29 « 11:30a-4:30p

$65
Reservations . 828-487-5579

HicarLANDS

ELEV. 4118 | THE HEART OF HAPPINESS

@wr ﬁu)n

Join us!

%

Saturday, November 4
8:30 a.m.

Adult Swim: I8 years old+, Mon.-Thurs | la-
1:30p; Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-7p;
Sat. | la-6p and Sun. 1-6p. For info, call 828-526-
1595.

Fri.-Sat., thru October

* At the Nature Center, every Friday and
Saturday in October — weather depending - at
4 p.m. come for FREE guided leaf tours open to
the public.

Oct. 6-28

* “The Rocky Horror Show” at Mountain
Theatre Company now in residence at the Per-
forming Arts Center on Chestnut Street. For
tickets www.mountaintheatre.com.

Thurs.,Oct. 19

* |7th Annual Chili Cook-Off sponsored
by Landmark Realty Group in Cashiers, at the
Lewis Hall Center at The Village Green 5-7 p.m.

Fri.-Sun., Oct. 20-22

* The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society
will host their Leaf Lookers Gemboree at the
Robert C Carpenter Community Building at
1288 Georgia Road, Franklin, NC 28734. Gem-
boree hours are Friday and Saturday |0am
to 6pm and Sunday|0am-4pm. Parking is free.
Admission is $3.There is a Fall Raffle with two
$400 prizes: a sterling silver turquoise cuff
bracelet and sterling silver turquoise size 7 ring.
Raffle tickets are $1 each.

Fri., Oct. 20

* At Hudson Library, a delightful (and re-
freshing!) talk by local author/photographer

Robert Willson at Hudson Library on Friday
at 2 PM. He'll be talking about his new book,
a photographic documentary, Delicious and
Refreshing: Georgia’s Vintage Coca-Cola Wall
Signs. Books will be available for purchase and
signing at this free event.

Sat. & Sun.,Oct. 21-22

* Art League Fall Colors Fine Art Show at
the Highlands Rec Center 600 N. 4th St. [0a-
5p.

Tues., Oct. 24

* Hudson Library, in partnership with
Macon County Public Health, is hosting Fall
into Health! This informational health fair
will be open from |- 4 p.m. at the library. Ev-
eryone is encouraged to come learn more
about health services available in our area.
Participating organizations include Highlands
Counseling Center;, Community Care Clinic
of Highlands, Macon County Public Health,
Reach of Macon County, MountainWise, and
Highlands-Cashiers Health Foundation. Infor-
mation, give-aways, and some types of health
screenings will be available.

Thurs., Oct. 26

* Highlands Parks and Recreation will
have a Halloween Spooktacular Event on
Thursday night from 5:30-7:30pm. The event
will include pumpkin decorating, apple bob-
bing and other games geared to ages 5-10, but
everyone is welcome. Wear your spookiest

* See EVENTS page 24

It is time to tidy up our town!
And we need a little help
from our friends.

We'll begin at

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,

Pine Street, Highlands.

To participate, send an email to

events@highlandschamber.org

This event is hosted by the

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.
For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com
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ﬁmﬂ? [w WITH CABINS AND ACREAGE

 Contemporary Inn with 5 Cabins with p A %{/

Wood-burning Fireplaces
* 14.74 Mountain Top Acres
* Incredible 50 Mile Long Range Views REALTY GROUP
* Spectacular Sunsets
* Restaurant/Lounge/Spa
* Endless Venue Possibilities
e End of Road Privacy
MLS# 101713

Pat Allen &
Cy Timmons
828-200-9179

LUXURY
| PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

- N

l'l' _Kis
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Tancys

for Men

828-526-5029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

* HIGHLANDS EVENTS ®

costume or come as you are. We
look forward to a fun event for the
whole family.

Fri., Oct. 27

* Let’s bring baseball back to
Highlands School!. On Friday at
5:30-7:30 pm at the town field we
will be hosting a family fun night.
We will do some hitting , fielding
and throwing. This night is to gauge
interest in starting a middle school
team this coming spring.

Sat.,Oct. 28

* Free Fall Concert with the
H-C Chamber Music Festival,5 p.m,,
at First Presbyterian Church. Spon-
sored by the Cullasaja Women’s
Outreach.

Sun., Oct. 29

* Aura Photography Readings
at Holistic, |1:30a-4:30p. Reserva-
tions required. 828-487-5579.

Wed., Oct 26

* The Highlands Chamber of
Commerce will host a traditional
ribbon cutting ceremony at Hotwire
Communications’ Fision Experience
Center.The event is free and open to
the public and will take place at 2 p.m.
at 670 North 4th Street, Highlands.

Fri., Oct. 27

* At Hudson Library, Commu-
nity Coffee with the Mayor Friday at
Ila in the Hudson Library Meeting

¥
SCALYY MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

Room for the final Community Cof-
fee with the Mayor of 2023.The topic
will be:“What is Ahead for Highlands:
An Idea Discussion with the Mayor”

Tues.,Oct. 31

* Halloween on Main (from 2nd
to 5th streets) will be open to pedes-
trians from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, Par-
ticipating merchants will distribute
candy. Musical performances include
the Foxfire Boys in front of Reeves
Hardware, High Five in front of Berk-
shire Hathaway and D] Mike Murphy
next to Kilwins. The Kid’s Zone will
be on Fourth Street

Sat., Nov. 4

*Volunteers are needed to help
Tidy OurTown on Saturday beginning
at 8:30 a.m., weather permitting.Vol-
unteers will begin at K-H Founders

Park on Pine Street, to get geographic
assignments before collecting trash.
Volunteers will get a light breakfast,
a safety vest, gloves, pick-up tools and
garbage bags. Only areas within the
town limits will be covered.To partic-
ipate please email events@highland-
schamber.org or call 828-526-5841.

Fri., Nov. 10

* Garrison Keillor, Tonight! at
PAC-HPAC at 7:30 p.m. $80 per
person. Call 828-526-9060 for tick-
ets or go online at h-cmusicfestival.
org.

Dec. 8-24

* “Home of the Holidays” at
Mountain Theatre Company now
in residence at the Performing Arts
Center on Chestnut Street. Tickets
go to www.mountaintheatre.com

Wine Wednesdays thru Nov. 22

The Bascom: A Center for the
Visual Arts Invites You to “Wine
Wednesdays” — A New Holiday Tra-
dition. The Bascom: A Center for
the Visual Arts is delighted to intro-
duce “Wine Wednesdays,” This fes-
tive holiday offering will occur each
Wednesday leading up to Thanks-
giving, from 3:30 to 5 pm. “Wine
Wednesdays” offer a unique op-
portunity for visitors to explore The
Shop and Studio Barn, all while en-
joying a glass of wine and browsing
the work of local and regional artists

“Wine Wednesdays” offer a
unique opportunity for visitors to
explore The Shop and Studio Barn,
all while enjoying a glass of wine and
browsing the work of local and re-
gional artists. This diverse collection
includes sculpture, pottery, paintings,
textiles, glass, photography, books,
and more. With every purchase, not
only do visitors enrich their holiday
shopping experience, but they also

support our creative economy.
Jessica Lammers, Retail Man-
ager, extends a warm invitation, say-
ing, “We invite you to join us, savor
a glass, and explore The Bascom’s
unique and diverse gift-giving op-
tions. We are here to help you give
the gift of art this holiday season.”
For further details about “Wine
Wednesdays” and The Bascom: A
Center for the Visual Arts, please
visit our official website at www.the-
bascom.org or call 828.526.4949
About The Bascom: A Center
for the Visual Arts
The Bascom creates visual art
experiences that inspire and em-
power individuals and communities
through seeing, thinking, and do-
ing. For more than 30 years, we've
served as a vital cultural resource
for Western North Carolina, and
we continue to build on that legacy
through our work and advocacy for
the arts.

The 'Fall Colors Show’ in
Highlands is October 21-22

The October Fine Art Show in
Highlands is Oct. 21-22 from 10a
to 5p at the the Highlands Recre-
ation Center. It’s an. This is a juried
show with an amazing collection of
regional artists accepting fine art-
ists from the region, with Executive
Deputy Director, Billy Love of the
Bascom as juror.

The Art League has always
promoted young artists and this
year launches a new program spe-
cifically targeted to our youth.

Emerging artists from the High-
lands School will have a booth and
an opportunity to participate in
a juried show. Highlands School
Art Teacher Jessica Moschouris is
thrilled to present this opportunity
to her art students.

The show features varying
disciplines from painters to fiber,
wood and ceramic artists. The
beautiful works of art are available
for purchase.
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RE-ELECT
BRIAN

brianstiehler.org

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Brian Stiehler
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Proverbs3:5 o P| ACES TO WORSHIP ° John 3:16

What does
it take
to rouse you?

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist
Church

Advisor, Mr. Warren, said to me over 50 years ago. His

words were, “Dan, I didn’t think you cared.”

Earlier that day our high school held a pep rally (re-
member those?) for the football game scheduled that night.

As Student Body President, my responsibility was to
plan, oversee and officiate at those rallies. On that day I
asked the Senior Class President to preside and to give me
a few minutes at the end. He did a great job of rallying the
students but failed to give me the requested time at the end.

I felt like the Student Body President surely eclipsed
the Senior Class President in rank -- and told him so! And to
my embarrassment I did so with heated language.

It was that incident which registered to Mr. Warren that
“I cared.”

I spoke up. I did something. I acted in a way I had not
acted before. Something mattered to me. Lines had been
crossed.

Question: How is the war in Israel affecting you?

It has sutely aroused many people around the world.
People ate speaking up. Lines have been crossed. Both Pro
and Anti-Isracl demonstrations are taking place. As one
who believes in Scripture as God’s holy and definitive Word,
I must ask myself, “What is my role now as a Believer in
regard to Israel?”

Here are my conclusions. I hope they will help and
challenge you.

1) I Must Pray.

While I know this seems to beg the question, I also
know there is nothing more powerful in the universe than
Prayer. We could give dozens upon dozens of examples in
Scripture where God intervened supernaturally when peo-
ple prayed. As someone has said, “We can do more than
pray, but we cannot do more until we’ve prayed.”

2) I Must be informed by Scripture as well as by
the Cable-News-Networks.

God’s Sovereign plans for Israel are thorough, clear
and unstoppable. These plans will prevail. And somehow
even in the terrible heartache and atrocities we are seeing
and hearing about, God is still moving Israel to His prom-
ised-prophesied goal and ends.

3) I Must be settled in regard to my own personal
relationship with the Lord.

The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ died on the Cross
in your place and mine. In our sin, we had offended a Holy
God. Jesus paid for those sins. He now offers the free gift
of eternal life to whosoever will (John 3:16). I don’t inherit
this gift from my parents. I don’t receive it through bap-
tism, communion or church membership. It is a personal
relationship with a Living Person I may have through and

e See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 30

I am remembering just now what my Senior Class Faculty

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays |0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;VWomen'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || am.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:1 | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy [07N. ¢ Glenville. NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.WWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| . Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: « 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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2023 Quttor Concert Geries

A SUCCess:

Friends of Founders Park
Highlands Police Department
Highlands Parks and Recreation Department
Town Square and the Lupolis

And our wonderful musicians and concert attendees!

The 2024 schedule is already live
on our website so you can plan accordingly.

gkgwwmﬂ%mﬂf

HIGHLANDS

NORTH CAROLINA --__,-:"
4 W s

=— ELEV. 4118 —

visithighlandsnc.com
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Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands | SOtheby'S

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

wdluw LAND SERVICES

—

* Septic Installation

* Land Clearing/Clean Up

* Driveway Install/Repair

* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

...We Love Small Jobs!

828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

* Pressure Washing
* Culvert/Drainage Installs
* Sod Installation

Highlands Automotive

Service AR = NC
- ~ Inspection
& : ; Station

Repair

= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

CHESTNUT smﬁﬁaﬁ

Storage Units Available

Sorere 24 Hour Ao

Eazy In - Eamy Out
iGreat Fatms - Great Tormes

Call tocay to fined oot why wone
“Higalands Pramier Facility
Bzd8-gBz-1045

Look for our sige!
pccipn Suck Coset B, - 02 mite off Coslvars R sear the bespitad

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

VAIENCIA 5

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

@uai"ty Tr e-Care & Removal
?& 18+ years
:;_41528-200 =9217 e fully insured

We ac-cept aII credlm

COUNSELING
CEMNTER

HI1IGHLARKDS,

rHC

B64-481-0598

INFOER L0 UNG-CENTER.ORG

' LUL TED AT THE
3483

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.



Desimir
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048

Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com
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* CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

NEW CROP GA PECANS - Harvesting now. Or-
der from PEO. Pound packages (halves or pieces) Expected
about Nov. I. Order now. Call 828-200-1598. or 828-787-
1387.

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

B PAINTING & REMODELING 4

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101
cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Cﬂﬁlﬂ-ﬂ{i

B 1ire. FLOWERS
| L}

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

highlandslawnandgarden.com

FOR LEASE

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

HELP WANTED

WADE HAMPTON GOLF CLUB is currently
seeking an administrative manager to join the team. The
position can be full-time with benefits or part-time with-
out benefits and offers competitive pay and flexible hours.
The administrative manager is responsible for clerical tasks
including tracking labor, invoices, and supplies. This position
assists with the distribution of inventory, running errands
as needed, updating spreadsheets, word and excel a plus,
and is responsible for welcoming guests to the golf course
operations department. Please contact Eric Shomaker at
#828-743-5653 or email your resume to golfcourse@wa-
dehamptongc.com to apply. (st. 10/12)

SERVICES

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE LLC: Quality
work, insured & experienced. Servicing Highlands for over 10
years.For a free estimate call, (828) 371-1702.Check out our
website at, www.homemaidcleaningservicenc.com (10/26)

GUITTER CILEANING and roof repair. Call 828-371-
1103.(9/28)

- for hauling,local or
long distance. Call Danny at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior painting/
sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. Insured.
Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

« Income Property Investments
« Southeastern U.S. and beyond
« 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
« Affiliate of KW Commercial
Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

MASSELL

...
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Steve Massell
CCIM

g .,:,-._7'..3-& f £ . M
(404) 255-6810 « realty@massell.com

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

ﬂ%&}:' s an”

Appointment Only] ¥ —
Call: 828-526-1960 T g
Text: 770-855-0825 S

bl <

Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com >

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION ==

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL * .
SHOWER REMODEL » PAINTG STAN B
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY

PRESSURE WASHING

828.332.2520
828.371.2189

MENDOZAPAINT 17@cmAILCOM @)
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«.Q&A continued from page 10

their many years of service. As with any
business, succession planning is critical, and
this is no exception. We need to be sure the
up-and-coming leaders of various depart-
ments can fill the large shoes of those who
are planning to retire, or have retired, in the
coming years.

Jeff Weller

I would like to see a very proactive
movement for the expansion of sewer in-
side the town limits. We need to work on
expanding the sewer to service all areas of
the town. We should start with service to
our most environmentally sensitive zones
around Highlands. We need to start in areas
that border our water ways and especially
our drinking water supply. Some of these
areas are not going to be a simple task, but
our environment is to important not to
come up with the solutions. Currently, wa-
ter infrastructure and supply just received a
big boost with the recently announced $5m
grant to upgrade the water treatment plant.
Our mayor and administration should be
thanked for taking this request to our State
Representatives. Then, Kevin Corbin and
Karl Gillespie took the request and really
came through for the Town of Highlands
in securing the grant for the water treatment
plant as well as the additional $5m for the
Mirror Lake Dredging Project. This should
allow the town some more flexibility finan-
cially moving forward to improve and ex-
pand other infrastructure around town be-
cause of the funds from the State.

The recreational facilities have really
been improving over the last many years.

From the new pool, to the pool cover, the
renovation of the gym, the stage, tennis
courts, pickleball courts, skate park, weight
and aerobics rooms, etc. Recreation facilities
in Highlands are on a very good path. There
is still work to be done.

I have served as the Chairman of the
Macon County Recreation Commission for
several years. Recreation and our youth are
very important to me. I'd like to engage the
County as well in Highlands future planning;
I was asked to join a new committee to re-
place and improve the playground facility at
the Rec Park. This is just one more step to
provide comprehensive recreation oppot-
tunities for all ages and abilities. The com-
mittee is working diligently on providing an
all-inclusive playground for every child in
Highlands.

Our roads and sidewalks need to also
remain a priority. We have been working on
roads and a few places sidewalks also have
been extended by the town. I'd like to see a
focus on completing that task by expanding
the “pedestrian-friendly” district to a larger
area. There is still work to be done but a
good path has been set. We just need to stay
focused.

Rachel Wilson

From my research and in talking with
town employees, infrastructure throughout
the Town of Highlands is in good shape.
I commend the Town Board, Mayor and
Town Manager for increasing the funds al-
located to maintaining roads, sidewalks,
curbs & gutters in the 2023-2024 budget
and for being proactive to ensure residents

and business can count on a solid foundation
for years to come.

Paving projects have been consistent
throughout town for the past several years
and from what I have seen there has been
a quick response if potholes or other issues
arise on our roads. My first improvement
would be the continued expansion of our
sidewalks to further encourage pedestrian
activity not only down 106 but also further
towards Mirror Lake. Regarding sidewalks
in the heart of downtown, there is concern
over the loose brick. While the esthetic is
nice and it makes repairing pipes underneath
the sidewalk easier it is hard to make all the
brick level creating a tripping hazard, con-
creting them in would be a better solution.

Our sewage treatment plant is state
of the art and not at full capacity, however,
there will likely be a need to invest signifi-
cant money into maintaining or replacing
old lines. Funds have been secured for much
needed upgrades to our water system. Soon
the town will be replacing an old holding tank
and replacing undersized lines to provide
better service to residents and improve fire
protection around town. As the town con-
tinues to grow there will also be the need for
expansion of water and sewer services and
the Town needs to be proactive in prepar-
ing for this growth financially. We also need
to monitor water quality closely and protect
Lake Sequoyah from potential sediment,
chemicals and toxins upstream to maintain it
as a healthy water source for our town.

As many may recall, our power grid was
put to the ultimate test in December 2022.
Town employees worked tirelessly to keep
the lights on as much as possible and the grid

* PolicE & FIRE REPORTS®

Highlands Police entries from Oct.
10. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Oct. 10

* At 1:40 p.m,, officers responded to a
one-vehicle accident on Arnold Road.

Oct. 14

* At 820 p.m,, officers responded to a
call of misdemeanor child abuse and misde-
meanor breaking and entering at a residence
on Brooks Road when a man forced a door
open into a child’s room.

* At 8:30 p.m., Alfonso, Oliveras-Saucedo,
30, of Glenville, was arrested for misdemeanor
child abuse, and breaking and entering. He was
issued a secured $1,000 bond. His trial date
was Oct. 17.

Oct. I5

* At |:14 a.m,, Franklin Antonio Gonza-
lez Castillo, 33, of Highlands, was arrested for
DUI and driving without a license when he was
stopped on N. 5th. Street.

* At 9:03 a.m.,, offices responded to a call
of a burglary/breaking & entering at a residence
on Satulah Ridge Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Oct. 10.

Oct. 10

* At 11:23 a.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance at a residence on Ashewood Circle.

* At 1:26 p.m.,, the dept. responded to a fire
alarm at a location on N. 5th Street.

* At 1:40 p.m,, the dept. provided mutual
aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.

* At 2:05 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
motor vehicle accident on the Dillard Road.

Oct. 11

* At 2:38 p.m. the dept. responded to a fire
alarm at a residence onVZ Top.

* At 5:38 p.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance to a residence on Paul Waldon Way.

Oct. 12

* At 11:50 a.m., the dept. responded to a

fire alarm at a location on Country Club Drive.

* At 6:14 p.m., the dept.investigated smoke

at a residence on Mac Wilson Road.

Oct. I3

* At 12:44 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Half Mile Drive.

* At 1:34 p.m. the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Clear Creek Road.

Oct. 14

* At 2:38 p.m,, the dept. responded to a fire
alarm at a residence on SpringView Lane.

* At 4:34 p.m. the dept. responded to a
medical alarm at a residence on Kelsey Court.

* At 10:4] p.m,, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Buck Creek Road.

Oct. I5

* At |1:54 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
motor vehicle accident on the Walhalla Road.

Oct. 16

* At 3:57 p.m,, the dept. provided mutual
aid to the Scaly Fire Dept.

* At 8:13 p.m,, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Pipers Court.

* At 8:18 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Old Orchard Road.

did not fail. The town will soon be working
with a contractor to do a study of our cut-
rent power distribution infrastructure and
determine if changes or upgrades need to
be implemented to meet the demands of
more full-time residents and less seasonal-
ity. This forward thinking is critical.

Our recreational facilities are better
than most for a town of our size, but there
is still opportunity for more to support local
families. Commissioner Stiehler is putting
forth great effort to expand the playground
area at the Rec Park which is long over-
due. As my second improvement I would
fully support the Town investing in a large
multi-purpose building that could be used
in partnership with an outside organization
to provide after-school care and summer
day camps for children in our area. This is a
dire need for working parents in our com-
munity. The Mayor has mentioned this as
one of his priorities and I believe we should
make this happen.

One final note worth mentioning re-
garding town infrastructure is the manpow-
er behind it that keeps everything moving,
We can have the best technology, materi-
als and resources in the world but without
Town employees, none of it benefits the
people of Highlands. If elected, one of my
focuses would be to make sure the Town
of Highlands is a premier employer in Ma-
con County and take steps to make each
employee feel valued and appreciated. In
my mind, that is the most important factor
in securing solid infrastructure for years to
come.

Oct. 26 question #5:

W hat relationship do you think the Town should
have with the K-12 Highlands School?

..SPIRITUALLY
SPEAKING

continued from page 26

by faith. I hope you will turn your life over
to Him even now by repenting of your sins
and asking Him to be your Savior.

4) I Must do everything possible on
a practical level to help Israel.

This includes humanitarian relief as
well as political negotiations whenever/
wherever possible.

We are living at a critical time in the
history of the world. More than most of us
probably realize. I hope you will be encour-
aged. I hope you will be vigilant. I hope you
will be roused.

God whispers to us in our pleasures,
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our
pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf
wortld. (C.S. Lewis, The Problen: With Pain).
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Chambers F{cag
&
Vacation Rentals

SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
(rystul & Gem Gullery

Mountain
House
&
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Highlands is calling

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

- PR - < e REALTORS
Country Club Properties : :
Your local hometown H|gh|and8 Proper“es

4.22+/- Sloping acres on

Whiteside Mountain Rd,
Highlands

Mountain masterpiece.

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com (8] para lleled blend

(PAC)

i ag Real Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
- " = 3 Offices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 |nfo@h|ghlandS|scaII|ng com . .
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC www.CCPHighlandsNC.com highland ) | | K i of sophistication and
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com . . www.highlandsproperties.com ol Tarcompesgmhena comfort.
Up-close and long-range
i T T ! = - L views. 4 BD suites.
@ n"' 1 {//n b o, Qa—ﬂ"'l J""E""Hf | - - — Gated entrance
I o) i MLS #: R103071.
. : F ! i t [
THE ertorming Arts Center i Offered for $5.3M

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HATH WAY REALTY

HOMESERVI

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS ]
home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection I
Specialist : 7 {1
(404) 218-9123 \ ; -
iy — !:-'-q T =

itzi@bhhsmmr.com

s

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @
gmail.com

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Top 5% of
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

Highlands

Reehes

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s Team RickSteve LANDMARK
INTERNATIONAL REALTY The Power of 2 ?Ef}éfmiius BYCATON FEkiAS
. . Trusted advi :
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC proJil(lisiileg i‘IlIl gésc(glsble 50 ﬁl ces across the p lateau!
personalized service HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA . % .
office: 828.526.8300 » cell: 828.337.0706 We are home. PAM N;';tlg gf\b‘l—éﬁi‘ggzi? sacgsv AHOO.COM

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Sheryl Wilson sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com




" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co

| 295 Dillard Road

l‘ Julie Osborn

. 828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Broker in Charge

Stronger together!

tate

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

.ffz’ / ‘[//ﬁ"

m 828.200.9179
Main Office

Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

(6 ]

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
i s

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

BRIAN RE.NFRQ CELL: 828-226-0118

EROKER BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

| CONGRATULATIONS
HIGHLANDS SOTHEBY'S INTER

N Global

Leading i,

patallenrealtygroup.com

Jody Lovell

n "
<l
)

L ',,. .
_".I"
‘\&-ﬂ

BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Andrea Gabbard

%

AV I1D

Cathy Garren

REALTRENDS

AMERICA'S BEST

Highlands

HATIONAL REALTY

Real Estate Advisors ! e

M for being recognized as 2023 RealTrends’
| America’s Best Real Estate Professionals.

Sotheby’s

WIT_D THTME GﬂURMET

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street » 526-4035

Open for
Lunch &
Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Cw WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Open for our
29th season =
Wed.-Sun.
Bistro opens at 4p :
Dinner begins at 5:30p [

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Deborah “Bee’” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

@ ...on the Verandah
éﬁ) Rtestaurant
E h “~/"on Lake Sequoyah
very nome ... 828-526-2338
has a StOTy 41 Years of Fine Dining
. Open Tues.-Sat.
Let us tell yours. 5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

MCULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street ©




